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Abstract 

The funerary practices on Crete during the Bronze Age are very diverse in nature. Tomb architecture in 

the Early Minoan period is characterized by regional variations. In the Middle Minoan and Late Minoan 

periods the regional variations, present in the Early Minoan period, are not as palpable due to the 

increased trade within the island that allowed for better circulation of ideas. With the introduction of the 

palaces there is a shift in the communal burials of the Early Minoan period that left commingled remains. 

The shift towards a more individualistic nature of burials in the Middle Minoan period saw the 

introduction and use of pithoi and larnakes to further divide the space within a tomb. The Late Minoan 

period is the height and fall of Minoan power on Crete. It is also a time when new people were arriving on 

Crete and this is reflected in the funerary remains. The introduction of cremation to Crete is a drastic 

change to the island where the main form of burial has been inhumation since the Early Minoan period. 

Cremation is first noted in areas that have strong trade connections. Cremation is commonly used in the 

Near East and I attempt to track its progression and appearance on Crete from the East. The Iliad is also 

consulted on the basis of plausibility for the funeral of Patroklos and the cremated remains that are found 

within the Mediterranean context during the Bronze Age. 

 



 

 

 

iii 

Acknowledgements 

I would like to thank Dr. Cristiana Zaccagnino for her continuous support throughout this process, my 

parents Cheryl and Dan for believing in me every step of the way and Nike the dog for her continuous 

support through the writing process. 

 



 

 

 

iv 

Table of Contents 

Abstract .......................................................................................................................................................... ii 
Acknowledgements ..................................................................................................................................... iii 
List of Figures ................................................................................................................................................ v 
List of Abbreviations .................................................................................................................................... vi 
Chapter 1 Introduction ................................................................................................................................... 1 
Chapter 2 Literature Review .......................................................................................................................... 4 
Chapter 3 Early Minoan Burials .................................................................................................................... 7 
Chapter 4 Middle Minoan Burials ............................................................................................................... 26 
Chapter 5 Late Minoan and Sub-Minoan Burials ........................................................................................ 38 
Chapter 6 Cremation in Bronze Age Crete .................................................................................................. 51 
Chapter 7 Cremation in other Areas ............................................................................................................ 63 
Chapter 8 Funeral of Patroklos .................................................................................................................... 73 
Chapter 9 Conclusions ................................................................................................................................. 77 
Appendix A Cremation Burials Present on Crete ........................................................................................ 81 
Bibliography ................................................................................................................................................ 88 
  

 
 



 

 

 

v 

List of Figures 

Figure 1 Early Minoan Crete (map by author) .............................................................................................. 8 
Figure 2 Tomb II plan at Lebena (Alexiou and Warren 2004) .................................................................... 11 
Figure 3 Plan of Cave of Trapeza (Pendlebury, Pendlebury and Money-Cloutts 1935-1936) ................... 19 
Figure 4 Cave of Trapeza cross section (Pendlebury, Pendlebury and Money-Cloutts 1935-1936) .......... 20 
Figure 5 Middle Minoan map (map by author) ........................................................................................... 28 
Figure 6 Tomb II and IIa layout, Lebena (Alexiou and Warren 2004) ....................................................... 29 
Figure 7 Plan of Mavro Spelio tomb IX. Circled chamber E is the closed context (Alberti 2013) ............ 32 
Figure 8 Late Minoan map (map by author) ................................................................................................ 39 
Figure 9 Tomb A at Halamenos, section and plans (Coulson and Tsipopoulou 1994) ............................... 40 
Figure 10 Agia Triadha sarcophagus front, scene of a funerary cult (photo by author) ............................. 42 
Figure 11 West end (left): procession of men, below goddesses in chariot. East end (right): goddesses in 

griffin-pulled chariot (photos by author) ..................................................................................................... 43 
Figure 12 Back of the sarcophagus, bull sacrifice (photo by author) .......................................................... 44 
Figure 13 Khania Tomb 10 layout (Hallager and McGeorge 1992) ........................................................... 46 
Figure 14 Khania Tomb 2 plan (Hallager and McGeorge 1992) ................................................................ 48 
Figure 15 Map of cremation burials on Crete (map by author) ................................................................... 53 
Figure 16 Olous Grave 27 (van Effenterre 1948) ........................................................................................ 54 
Figure 17 Olous Grave 24 (van Effenterre 1948) ........................................................................................ 55 
Figure 18 Pezoulos Atsipadhes Burial 2 jar (Agelarakis et al. 2001) ......................................................... 56 
Figure 19 Pezoulos Atsipadhes Burial 2 grave goods (Agelarakis et al. 2001) .......................................... 57 
Figure 20 Chamber tomb I at Vrokastro plan and cross section (Hall 1914) .............................................. 60 
Figure 21 Jar 8 from Chamber Tomb I, Vrokastro (Hall 1914) .................................................................. 61 
Figure 22 Map of Prehistoric settlement on Kasos, Karpathos and Saria. Inset, plan of the LM tomb at 

Vonies, Karpathos (Melas 1983) ................................................................................................................. 67 
 



 

 

 

vi 

List of Abbreviations 

AVVSP – Aghios Vasilios Valley Survey Project 

FN - Final Neolithic  

EM - Early Minoan 

MM - Middle Minoan 

LM - Late Minoan 

SM - Sub-Minoan  

FAF – Folded Arm Figurine  

GIS – Geographic Information System Mapping 

 

 



 

 

 

1 

Chapter 1 

Introduction 

Crete is the largest island in Greece and during the Bronze Age was home to the major 

civilization that is commonly referred to as Minoan. The term Minoan was coined by Sir Arthur 

Evans when he began excavating at Knossos in the early 1900’s. Evans called the civilization 

Minoan based on the myths that were told concerning Crete and the fabled kingdom ruled by 

King Minos. These myths concerning King Minos were popular as early as the Archaic period in 

Greece.1  

The first attestations of human settlement on Crete are dated to the Neolithic period 

where the first permanent settlement was established at Knossos in c. 7000 BCE, although recent 

investigations have revealed even earlier archeological remains present at Knossos.2 The 

Neolithic period on Crete is dated from 7000-3500 BCE. The majority of the Neolithic evidence 

on Crete is dated to the later part of the Neolithic with many additional sites including 

settlements, burials, shrines in caves, and open settlements began to develop.  

The Bronze Age period on Crete dates from 3500 – 1200 BCE and during this period we 

see the rise and fall of the Minoan civilization. After the Bronze Age ended the island shows 

continuous habitation during the Iron, Archaic, Classical, Hellenistic, Roman Periods and down 

to the current modern period.  

 

 

 

 

 
1 Powell 2010.  
2 Chaniotis 2010. 
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Geography of Crete 

 

 Crete is 260 km long and varies in width from 12 to 60 km. The geography of Crete is 

dominated by harsh mountains that are on the Northern and Southern coasts of the island. There 

is also an east-west range of mountains that are in the centre of the island. The naturally sloping 

Northern coast creates many natural harbours.  

The climate of Crete varies between temperate and subtropical although it is possible for 

the mountain tops to get snow during the winter. The island of Crete was heavily influenced by its 

location. Crete is isolated from mainland Greece but is located within the traditional trade routes 

that connect Greece to Cyprus, the Levant, and Egypt.3  

The central location that Crete holds gives the island a solid connection to areas that had 

established societies and practices that in turn influenced the practices on Crete. This influence 

can be seen in the archaeological remains that are present on the island.  

 

Funerary Practices 

 

There are mortuary remains on Crete that date to each period of human habitation on the 

island.  I will only discuss the burial types of the Early Minoan (pre-palatial c. 3000 – 2000/1900 

BCE), Middle Minoan (Protopalatial c. 2000/1900 – 1700 BCE and Neopalatial 1700 - 

1470/1450 BCE), and Late Minoan/Sub-Minoan (Postpalatial c. 1470/1450 – 1100 BCE) periods. 

The mortuary ritual has the potential to be an emotionally and ritually charged social context 

where a varied number of human relationships are displayed and more importantly negotiated.4 

The study of mortuary ritual is a valuable way of addressing variability between different human 

 
3 Chaniotis 2010. 
4 Legarra Herrero 2009, 33. 
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groups as we can pick up how different mortuary behaviour relates to different social structures.5 

The study of the different burial practices and the actual remains of these burials are able to give 

the best picture of the important rituals that the living descendants adhered to.  

There will also be discussion on the early regional differences of burials practices on the 

island and if the early differences led to continued regional differences in later periods. Crete has 

a long history of the use of inhumation burials from the Neolithic period, but the introduction of 

cremation burials in the Middle Minoan period is a funerary practice whose use is not previously 

evidenced on the island. This introduction of a new burial style leaves many questions for 

scholars as to why a society that exclusively inhumated their bodies would switch to cremating 

the remains.  

Only some of the burials will be discussed in detail. A list of all the cremation burials 

attested on Crete is provided at the end of this study.     

 

 
5 Legarra Herrero 2009, 33. 
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Chapter 2 

Literature Review 

The purpose of this thesis is to follow the framework of the early, middle, and late 

Bronze Age funerary practices on Crete that allowed for the introduction and acceptance of 

cremation on the island. In turn this laid further framework for cremation to become a common 

facet of funerary practices on Iron Age Crete. The early excavation reports of the late 1800’s and 

early 1900’s leave out a variety of information that modern scholars would deem necessary to be 

included. Due to the changes in the field of archaeology that come with progression and 

modernization, we are left with gaps in the recorded knowledge. These early reports are not as 

technical and due to the gap in technology we now lack information in certain areas, such as 

zoological remains and the collection of plain pottery. The use of modern technology like 

micromorphology, a type of soil analysis, can give better insight into the materials that compose 

soil layers. A study using micromorphology conducted by Doron Boness and Yuval Goren in 

Tholos Beta at Koumasa reflects the knowledge that can be gained by using this technique.6 The 

study found that the burnt layers in the tomb contained the remains of three types of combustion 

materials: wood, grasses, plants, and tentatively identified dung.7 The analysis of the soil layers 

gives us a better understanding of the materials that were set on fire within the tomb. Soil analysis 

that identifies the remains of materials used in a fire gives further information about the Minoans, 

which is something that the human eye cannot detect. 

 The dates of pottery from Bronze Age Crete is a field that is continually being improved 

upon with the continuous discovery of more pottery. The site of Olous was originally excavated 

by Henri van Effenterre in 1948 and the pithoi cremation burials were dated to the LM III B or 

 
6 Boness and Goren 2017.  
7 Boness and Goren 2017, 511. 



 

 

 

5 

Sub-Minoan period.8 van Effenterre struggled to date these burials based on the presence of 

cremation. van Effenterre expected to find a Mycenaean presence associated with the pithoi 

cremation burials, but there was not any at Olous. Athanasia Kanta reexamined the pithoi and 

grave goods from Olous and firmly dated the burials to the LM III A2.9 In Kanta’s article she first 

writes about the history of the site and the excavations. Then the article moves into discussion 

about the styles of the pithoi and how she arrived at the date of the LM III A2. The conclusions of 

the article expanded on the presence of other cremations happening on nearby islands and the 

possibility of Olous having been a community of traders living on Crete still adhering to their 

foreign burial customs. Without the reanalysis of the pottery from Olous these burials would have 

remained misdated. The earlier date of these burials changes the study of how cremation was 

introduced to Crete.  

 Revisiting sites that were previously dug at the turn of the century can allow for recovery 

of information that was missed in original excavations. This was the case at Pezoulos Atsipadhes 

where the site was revisited by the Aghios Vasilios Valley Survey Project (AVVSP) in 1997.10 

Pezoulos Atsipadhes was originally excavated in 1912 and 1913 by Efstathios Petroulakis.11 

Petroulakis reported that he had found cremation urns that contained the remains of infants. The 

report of the excavations left out details that led later scholars to categorize these burials as 

doubtful examples of cremation. When archaeologists from the AVVSP were surveying the area 

where Petroulakis had noted the earlier burials they discovered in situ urns. The excavation of 

these urns confirmed the earlier burials that Petroulakis had observed in the area. Anagnostis 

Agelarakis and her team then wrote a detailed article on the excavation process, including an 

overview of the burials and grave goods.12 The second paragraph of the article gave an in-depth 

 
8 van Effenterre 1948.  
9 Kanta 2001. 
10 Agelarakis et al. 2001. 
11 Petroulakis 1915. 
12 Agelarakis et al. 2001. 
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discussion on the skeletal analysis of the remains. This discovery of more cremation urns allowed 

for the area to be identified as a cinerary urnfield.13 Reexamining sites that have already been 

previously excavated can sometimes yield rewards like at Pezoulos Atsipadhes but there are other 

examples that were not as successful like the recent excavations done at Pseira. Pseira is an Early 

Minoan I – II site that was originally excavated in 1907 by Richard B. Seager. The site was then 

revisited a couple of times with excavations taking place in the cemetery. Because of the 

thorough excavations done by Seager in 1907 and later cleanings, there were very few areas that 

had not already been excavated. Due to the destructive nature of archaeology this means that 

there is not a lot of information that can be added to the original reports through further 

excavation. This leaves possible questions about the burials at Pseira that cannot be answered due 

to the nature of the original reports. 

Since the early recording of excavations, the collection of data has progressed and 

become standardized. Archaeological sites now commonly use photo documentation, 

photogrammetry, and GIS in an effort to record all of the information presented while excavating. 

In an effort to gather further information from previous excavations there should be more studies 

into the stored collections from these earlier archaeological excavations. Studies into stored 

remains and pottery from earlier excavations, with the use of modern technology, could possibly 

lead to further understanding of sites. This would help scholars piece together missing 

information from funerary practices on Bronze Age Crete.  

  

 
13 Agelarakis et al. 2001. 
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Chapter 3 

Early Minoan Burials 

Early Minoan I-III (3000 – 2000/1900 BCE) 

During the Early Minoan I period there is a shift away from the burial practices of the 

Neolithic period. This is represented through the change in style of architecture and the goods that 

were left in the graves. The graves on the South coast especially in the Asterousia Mountain 

region, with some exceptions, are communal tholos tombs. These round-built tombs are a new 

architectural burial style that is communal and a clear break from the Neolithic tradition of single 

burials. These tholos tombs represent a new mortuary behavior that is first found in this area of 

the island before spreading to other areas in the later periods. The tombs at Lebena, modern 

Lentas, in southern Crete are situated in the Asterousia Mountain range and are an example of 

these EM tholoi (fig. 1). The tombs at Lebena were excavated by Stylianos Alexiou in 1958, 

1959, and 1960 and the publication of the finds were co-authored by Peter Warren.14 Tomb II 

(Gerokampos) is a set of conjoined tombs (II and IIα) that is located 3 kilometers west of 

Lentas.15 The strata in the Tomb II dates from EM I with the latest deposit from MM I.16 Due to 

the large area of the tomb the strata was not laid down in perfectly horizontal layers and as a 

consequence of this in some instances later burials can be on the same level as earlier burials. 

Tomb II has an internal diameter of 5.10 – 5.15 m, the wall thickness is 1.90 m, preserved to a 

maximum height of 1.60 m.17 The walls are made of large blocks, smaller unworked stones and 

clay. These stones were only dressed on the sides that would have been visible. The larger blocks 

were placed radiating away from the centre of the tomb and were sloping down with the external 

end lower than the internal side.  

 
14 Alexiou and Warren 2004.  
15 Alexiou and Warren 2004, 15. 
16 Alexiou and Warren 2004, 17. 
17 Alexiou and Warren 2004, 15.  
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This was done in order to support the weight of the overlying stones.18 The tomb roof was 

positively identified as a domed stone vault. During the excavations there were a large number of 

fallen stones in the center from the collapsed roof. The door was on the east side, as is usual for 

these tholos tombs, and was constructed with monolithic post and lintel stones. The underside of 

the lintel block was completely burned. This could have possibly been from torches passing under 

the lintel block when placing the dead, although the burning of aromatic substances cannot be 

ruled out.19 The gabled stone that closed the tomb was found at a slight angle to the entrance and 

would have originally been held in place with splinter stones. Outside of the entrance of the tomb 

is Room A, a rectangular external space. This external room has a floor level of 0.375 m higher 

than that of the floor level of the tomb. This floor level difference is because the circular tomb 

was excavated down into the rock, while the external room was built almost at the ground level. 

The east side of Room A has an opening (width 0.50 m, height 0.60 m), which is closed by a 

roughly gabled slab of hard white and grey limestone. Room A is 1.60 m by 1.20 m and to the 

south side of this room is also the entrance to Tomb IIα. The external rooms and Tomb IIα are a 

later addition to the original construction of Tomb II. The bodies were brought in through the 

entrance and were placed on the floor of the tomb. Later burials were placed on the remains of 

previous deceased. The decomposition of the bodies created a thick mass made of bones and 

earth. The original position of the bodies is unknown because of the number of subsequent burials 

and the skeletons cannot be separated. With the collapse of the roof only some of the larger bones 

survived as many of the smaller bones would have been crushed. The commingling of remains 

can be from the successive burials placed on top of earlier burials or from moving of the previous 

remains to make space for later burials. Both of these are likely situations as skulls had been 

heaped beside the west wall section of the tomb. Within the strata there are also many examples 

of vessels with food offerings that were normally deposited near the corpses. The vases normally 

 
18 Alexiou and Warren 2004, 15. 
19 Alexiou and Warren 2004, 16. 
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contained carbonized olive stones, teeth and bones of large and small animals (normally birds), 

snail shells, and abundant limpet shells.20 Many of these vases and bowls were found upside 

down possibly from the movement of the bodies but even some of the bowls which would not 

overturn easily were found in this position. Many of the vases with lids from the lower strata 

dating to circa EM I had the lid always found nearby. The removal of the lids from the vases was 

in an effort to simplify the deceased’s access to eat and drink these offerings.21 On the floor of the 

tomb on the north-east side, there was a compartment of upright, long narrow stones that were 

used for a separate burial. Inside of this slab enclosure there was a cylindrical pyxis lid with a 

figurine of a Cycladic type (folded arm figurine). Two complete necklaces of clay beads, one 

inside the compartment and another outside of it, were also found.22  

Other finds dating to the EM I period from the tomb are an anthropomorphic figurine 

found in an layer of charcoal near the south part of the entrance, grooved disk-shaped and 

cylindrical beads of steatite, beads of white paste, two bronze or copper daggers, a seal of green 

chlorite, a rectangular plaque with bow shaped handle with a decorated incised surface were 

found in the same level of Haghios Onouphrios ware.23 These finds all date to the EM I period as 

there is a clear break between the stratigraphy present. The layers present after the EM I period 

are the EM I – MM I A and EM II – MM I. Within these the finds there were bronze or copper 

daggers, a series of green chlorite schist vases, characterized by close set incision and smaller 

objects like seals. The seals and smaller objects are harder to give dates to because they could 

easily have scattered and penetrated the lower levels. However, it was clear to excavators that the 

ivory seals, a foot shaped pendant, a ring of grey steatite with a knot on the edge are all from the 

EM II-MM I A layer. The ivory seals are from the last MM I layer that was laid down before the 

 
20 Alexiou and Warren 2004, 16. 
21 Alexiou and Warren 2004, 16.  
22 Alexiou and Warren 2004, 17. 
23 Alexiou and Warren 2004, 17-18. 
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tomb was put out of use and an Egyptian white steatite scarab was found while sieving the soil.24 

The tholos Tomb II is a good example of an EM tomb as there were several layers of undisturbed 

strata in the majority of the tomb except for a robbers’ pit near the center of the tomb.25  

Tomb IIα was built connected to Tomb II on the south east side and it was first used in 

the EM IIα period until it became full in the MM I A period (fig. 2). The door to the tomb is 

thought to be on the North side but due to digging by robbers it remains unclear, although the 

tomb itself was found intact. This tomb is built with smaller stones than Tomb II and has a 

diameter of 3.30 -3.40 m and is preserved to a height of 1.15 m.26 This tomb also has distinct 

evidence of a vaulted roof as the collapsed stones were found on the highest burial strata. The 

floor of the tomb is covered with a layer of bones and soil that is up to 0.20 m thick and was burnt 

by a powerful fire lit inside the tomb. The bones from this layer show evidence of the fire and as 

a result they were white or grey and very dry. All of the bones were disturbed and there was only 

one instance of an 

articulated spinal 

column near the 

west wall where the 

majority of the 

vertebrae were in 

place. The vertebrae 

showed a strong 

curvature which is 

indicative of the body 

 
24 Alexiou and Warren 2004, 18.  
25 Alexiou and Warren 2004, 18. 
26 Alexiou and Warren 2004, 18. 

Figure 2 Tomb II plan at Lebena (Alexiou and Warren 2004) 
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having been placed in a contracted or squatting position.27 The burnt layer was located in the 

approximate center of the tomb where two stones were placed parallel to each other like hearth 

stones. The fire was lit in between these two stones in a hole that was dug into the burial strata. 

The burnt area is approximately 1.30 x 1.50 m and to a depth of 0.15-0.25 m. The burnt layer 

covered a layer of course dark sand, brought from a nearby shore laid down ranging in depth from 

0.10 – 0.15 m.28 The layers underneath this sand had pottery that is different from the upper 

levels. There was a dark burnished ware three footed pyxis, one handled cup in the local Vasilike 

Ware, pyxides with or without raised bases, a short flattened dagger and a jug with an applied 

figure in relief found beside the articulated spinal column.29  This sandy layer trickled down into 

the lower layers in some areas as on the west side and was present inside of one of the skulls in 

this area. The burials that took place on top of this sandy layer had finds that date to the MM I A 

period. The finds from the tholos tombs at Lebena express the trade that was happening on the 

island during this early period. The Cycladic type folded-arm figurine shows a trade connection 

not only to the north coast of Crete but also possibly to the Cyclades where these figurines 

originated. The Egyptian scarab is also a testament to the trade that was happening on Crete 

during this Early Minoan period.    

 

The graves that are attested to along the North coast also show a clear departure from 

Neolithic burial practices and show influence from the Cyclades. These graves along the North 

coast are made up of small cist grave or rock cut tombs that are found in the Cyclades and in 

some areas of Mainland Greece, but not on Crete.30 These cyst and rock cut tombs are similar to 

examples in other areas of the Aegean and the finds found in them also show a Cycladic 

influence. The cemetery of Pseira shows a combination of Cycladic and Cretan burial practices. 

 
27 Alexiou and Warren 2004, 18 
28 Alexiou and Warren 2004, 18 
29 Alexiou and Warren 2004, 18. 
30 Legarra Herrero 2009, 38. 
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The architecture of the tombs are not exact copies of Cycladic examples but rather have 

architectural variations present and the finds in the tombs also do not show a Cycladic 

influence.31 The tombs in the Pseira cemetery that show the closest connection to the architecture 

of those present in the Cyclades are tomb 3 and tomb 7. Both of these Pseirian examples fit into 

the same category as Cycladic examples of B1 cist graves as described by Christos Doumas.32  A 

B1 cist grave is distinguished by three sides of the original pit being lined with upright stone slabs 

and the fourth side, the entrance side, blocked with rough dry-stone walling. The grave was also 

slightly dug down into the soft stone or soil where it was constructed. The floor of the grave 

would have been covered in paving stones, overlaid with clay and pebbles inserted or in the 

poorest versions would have been used just packed soil. Doumas surmises that the body would 

have been placed into the cist and then the walls would have been erected around it. This B1 style 

of cist graves was also commonly made into multilevel burials with two levels being the most 

frequent although examples of three level burials have been found.33 Tomb 3 at Pseira is the 

larger of the two examples of B1 cists but there was no evidence of the tomb being multilevel. 

Tomb 3 consists of thin slabs of metacarbonate stone, producing a nearly rectangular plan with 

the doorway facing downhill. The tomb had a shallow trench excavated into the bedrock and the 

soil. The walls were placed on the bedrock inside of this trench and small stones were placed 

beneath them to keep them upright.34 The North and West walls used bedrock and small stones 

outside the walls to help support the thin slabs and the wall to the East had a second wall built 

outside the tomb. These supporting systems suggest that the tomb was always partly above 

ground and visible while in use.35 Tomb 3 was originally excavated in 1907 by Richard B. 

Seager. The modern excavation from just inside the entrance to the tomb provided enough pottery 

 
31 Legarra Herrero 2009, 38. 
32 Doumas 1977, 44. 
33 Doumas 1977, 45. 
34 Betancourt and Davaras 2003, 36. 
35 Betancourt and Davaras 2003, 36. 
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to date the tomb to the EM I or EM IIA with use to the MM period. The shard of a course Hagios 

Onouphrios I carinated jug and the shards of a fine ware jug, with a globular body and raised 

spout, that is either Hagios Onouphrios I or Hagios Onouphrios II, were found in the disturbed 

stratum directly outside of the tomb. These shards in the disturbed strata were probably moved 

during the continued use of the tomb and allow one to date the tomb as being already in use in 

EM I.36 The Hagios Onouphrios carinated jug is probably from South-central Crete.37 The 

carination jug is a direct reference to the trade that was happening in Crete during this period. The 

animal bones in the vicinity of the tomb with cut marks seem to suggest a funeral meal attended 

by the individuals who buried the body or an offering for the deceased, giving some insight into 

the funerary ritual in the EM-MM periods.38  

Tomb 7 is also a B1 cist grave. It is rectangular and it was built of thin vertically set 

metacarbonate, lining the trench that was cut into the soil. Tomb 7 is set on an East-West axis and 

over the years the lower parts of the slabs became dislodged and slid into the tomb making the 

stones slant, obscuring the original construction details.39 The entrance may have originally been 

to the East, but it did not survive and, as already mentioned, the stone walls in this area have been 

dislodged since Seagers’ excavation in 1907. Therefore, it is not possible to see if the tomb was 

entered from the East or from above by removing the roof, a technique that has been suggested 

for cist graves elsewhere.40 The inside was filled with loose and disturbed soil when it was 

cleaned in 1989 by Olga Matzari as it had been previously excavated.41 The finds found in the 

excavation of the disturbed soil were a gold band, several pieces of obsidian and pottery 

fragments, missed by the earlier excavations. The pottery fragments found in the disturbed tomb 

interior have a range from the Final Neolithic period down to the EM IIB. The Final Neolithic or 

 
36 Betancourt and Davaras 2003, 37.  
37 Betancourt and Davaras 2003, 37. 
38 Betancourt and Davaras 2003, 38. 
39 Betancourt and Davaras 2003, 64. 
40 Betancourt and Davaras 2003, 68. 
41 Betancourt and Davaras 2003, 68. 
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FN pottery shards were made in the town of Pseira and are local to the cemetery. The shards that 

date to the EM I-EM IIB period range from burnished ware to Vasilike Ware.42 There are also 

shards dated to the FN by the excavators that belong to no Cretan productions, as the core of the 

fragments is a very dark grey and the surface being a light brown. These shards can possibly 

express trade in the region during the Final Neolithic period.  

There was an undisturbed area outside of the eastern side of the tomb in front of the 

entrance to tomb 7 and also had pottery dating from the FN with nothing later than the EM IIB. 

These undisturbed layers were surely associated with tomb 7 by the excavators and represent the 

discarded remains of earlier burials removed from the tomb to make space for later ones.43 Since 

the majority of the pottery from tomb 7 dates to the Final Neolithic period this is one of the 

earliest graves in use in the cemetery of Pseira.  

The cemetery at Pseira has many different types of tombs being used in the EM and MM 

periods. There are also rock shelters, small house tombs and cists all being used in close 

proximity. The variation of tomb types in the cemetery is a testament to the influences that the 

town of Pseira must have been subject to during the Early Minoan and Middle Minoan periods. 

Tomb 3 and tomb 7 are good example of the Cycladic architectural style being used in the EM 

and in some respects the Final Neolithic period on Crete. The cemetery at Pseira shows a 

Cycladic influence in the architecture of tomb 3 and tomb 7 but the finds in the tombs themselves 

show no influence of the Cyclades. The finds from tomb 3 and 7 rather show a Cretan influence 

and the exchange that was happening within Crete during the Final Neolithic, Early Minoan and 

Middle Minoan periods.  

 

House tombs in Northern Crete are first found in the Early Minoan period after the 

Cycladic cist graves fall out of use in the EM II period. House tombs are in use from the EM II 

 
42 Betancourt and Davaras 2003, 68. 
43 Betancourt and Davaras 2003, 66. 
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period into the MM period. The site of Palaikastro is located on the Eastern end of Crete and the 

earliest tomb is built in the EM II period.44 Tomb II at Palaikastro is located at the Southern foot 

of Kastri and was excavated in 1904 by Bosanquet. The tomb is no longer visible as it was 

reburied, but it is marked by a large mound of stones. Tomb II is a large rectangular building with 

a smaller rectangular room inside. The exterior walls of the building measure 7.3 meters by 9.1 

meters and are built using packed rubble.45 There are large areas of destruction to the walls of the 

tomb with the whole outer Northwest wall, the Western end of the Northeast wall completely 

destroyed. The Southwest wall is partially destroyed at both West and East ends and the 

Southeast wall is partially destroyed at the South end. There is no entry way to the tomb that was 

found by excavators, but this is probably due to the extensive damage to the walls of the tomb. 

The inside of the tomb is divided into a smaller L shaped room that measures 6 meters by 6.3 

meters. The Southeast wall of the smaller chamber is broken by a 1-meter gap that was probably 

the entrance to this interior room. There were no burials found in the larger chamber and only a 

few bones and a fragment of a skull were found in the smaller chamber.46 The small number of 

bones suggested to the original excavators that this was possibly the tomb for a single burial. It 

would have been unusual to have just one burial within a tomb that normally houses large 

numbers of burials. It is likely that there were more burials along the Western side of the tomb 

that had been lost previous to the original excavations.47 All of the pottery was made of fine buff 

clay and all but one was painted with a red slip. This red slip is badly preserved and flaked off, so 

that the pottery only displays some traces of mottling. The major shapes include teapots, 

pedestaled goblets, beaked jugs, and straight-sided bowls with rim spout.48 All of the pottery and 

reported finds including a triton shell and a model boat, are from the larger room in its Southwest 

 
44 Soles 1992, 179. 
45 Soles 1992, 182. 
46 Soles 1992, 182. 
47 Soles 1992, 182. 
48 Soles 1992, 182. 
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section. The grouping of the finds in the Southwestern section of the larger room would have left 

the doorway to the smaller room open. Dawkins has suggested that after the burial was made in 

the smaller room, the larger room was left open as a mortuary chapel for offerings and this is why 

so many had accumulated in this area.49 With the large areas of destruction to the walls of the 

tomb it is possible that the other burials were also destroyed and have left no traces. With most 

house tombs being communal in nature a single burial within the tomb would be very unusual and 

would be a special instance. There are MM finds present within this tomb and they will be 

addressed in chapter 4.  

 

A continuation of the Neolithic tradition are the caves and rock shelters used as an area 

for burials. These burials tend to be used in the central interior part of the island but are not as 

geographically rigid as the other styles of burial. These burials do not house as many remains as 

the communal tholos tombs and are not as small as the cists, but the caves and rock shelters are 

showing a medium social group with not as many finds as the tholoi.50 An example of this 

continuation of the Neolithic burial practices is present in the Cave of Trapeza. The plain of 

Trapeza is located north east of the village of Tzermiadha on Mount Selena in central Crete. The 

cave of Trapeza was excavated from May 4 to 19, 1936 by Mercy Money-Cloutts and John 

Pendlebury and others.51 The entrance to the cave is through a low doorway and descends 

approximately 7 m before coming to a level landing and turning towards the west; it then 

descends sharply again until reaches another level area at the back of the cave (fig. 3-4). The rock 

of the cave is very porous, due to which stalactites have formed. Holes in the rock allowed for air 

currents to flow into the cave. The cave was dug in sections, based on natural divisions, and these 

were each excavated separately. The excavators removed the uppermost layers of disturbed soil 

 
49 Dawkins 1905, 197 
50 Legarra Herrero 2009, 38. 
51 Pendlebury, Pendlebury, Money-Cloutts 1935-1936, 13. 
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and began excavating the lower levels that did not appear as disturbed. The removed soil was 

then carefully sieved. The finds were contained within the natural divisions of the cave mentioned 

above and the majority of the mixing of the strata happened vertically.52 The soil was disturbed 

through much of the cave and this is due to generations of treasure hunters searching for a fabled 

treasure of a golden sow and piglets hidden somewhere on the island.53 These golden sow and 

piglets are guarded by a group of men and are thought to be hidden within an ancient site. Due to 

the presence of generations of treasure hunters within Trapeza there is not a lot that can be said 

about the exact burial customs present. There is the presence of several skulls that were 

embedded into stalactites giving evidence of the movement of the skeletal remains to the sides of 

the cave to make space for later burials.54 The presence of some bodies above the floor level 

shows that they were placed on the rock ledges originally.55 The excavators made note of 118 

skulls or skull fragments in the cave. Due to the treasure hunters the majority of the skulls had 

been crushed and the fragments could not be positively attributed to separate individuals. Based 

on the reduplication of skeletal elements, it is not likely that more than 100 individuals were 

buried within the cave over the course of its use from EM I to possibly MM I.56 The 

anthropological study of the remains was conducted by Professor J. Kumaris of the 

Anthropological Museum of Athens. Based on fragmentary mandibles, 20 individuals can be 

positively represented, and some reconstruction was done on two calvariae (skull tops) and one 

cranial base.57 Kumaris came to the conclusion that all age demographics were represented in the 

remains and it was also noted that the bones looked as though they had been completely 

 
52 Pendlebury, Pendlebury, Money-Cloutts 1935-1936, 18. 
53 Pendlebury, Pendlebury, Money-Cloutts 1935-1936, 17. 
54 Pendlebury, Pendlebury, Money-Cloutts 1935-1936, 18. 
55 Pendlebury, Pendlebury, Money-Cloutts 1935-1936, 18. 
56 Pendlebury, Pendlebury, Money-Cloutts 1935-1936, 128. 
57 Pendlebury, Pendlebury, Money-Cloutts 1935-1936, 128. 
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incinerated. The skulls 

that were found were very 

fragmentary and the sex 

of the individuals was 

attributed by the thickness 

of the cranial vault. The 

crowns of the teeth that 

were still present in the 

mandibles show evidence 

that the diet of the 

individuals was mostly 

vegetarian with numerous 

mineral particles. This diet 

was supplemented with 

meat that required prolonged mastication, which wore the crowns of the teeth down.58 The 

fragmentary nature of the skeletal remains is likely due to the movement of earlier burials to 

make way for new ones. The incineration of some of the bones present can also be a reason for 

their fragmentary nature as bones that are heated to high temperatures are more likely to fragment 

and shatter. Another possible reason for their fragmentation is the continued treasure hunting, as 

the continued disturbance of the soil would allow for bones to be potentially crushed as treasure 

hunters moved around the cave and disturbed soil. The animal bones from Trapeza were 

examined by the Zoological Museum in Athens, and were attributed to oxen, goat/sheep, dog, cat, 

and domestic fowl.59 Due to the layers of strata being mixed by treasure hunters and by the 

 
58 Kumaris 1935-1936, 130-131.  
59 Kumaris 1935-1936, 131. 

Figure 3 Plan of Cave of Trapeza (Pendlebury, Pendlebury and 

Money-Cloutts 1935-1936) 
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placement of new burials it is not known how these animal bones relate to the burials. It is most 

likely that they were offerings left for the deceased or were sacrifices.  

From the cave there is a range of pottery that dates from the Neolithic period to MM I.  

Many different styles of pottery are attested to, varying from side-spouted jugs, dishes and 

covers, cups, bottle shaped jugs, cups with extended bases in imitation Vasilike ware, pithoi and 

larnakes, seals, and figures. The figurines are dated EM II – MM I, the earlier versions are made 

from stone and later EM III versions from stone and bone.60 The EM III figurines look very 

similar to the Cycladic 

versions. The Trapeza 

figures from the EM II 

and EM III periods have a 

striking similarity to the 

folded-arm figurines 

(FAF) that are present in 

the Cyclades. These 

Cretan examples of the 

FAF’s show a regional variation from Cycladic examples through the addition of the loincloth 

and belt, which identify them as male figures.   

The pottery that was given the name of Trapeza ware was found in all levels of the strata 

but was found in greater amounts below 0.80 m in all areas of the cave.61 This Trapeza ware is 

similar to Late/Final Neolithic sherds that were found near Knossos. The clay is gritty, badly 

baked, and varies in colour from reddish-brown to black.62 This pottery was handmade and does 

not seem to have been fired but rather hardened due to a mineral in the clay. This pottery was 

 
60 Pendlebury, Pendlebury, Money-Cloutts 1935-1936, 120 
61 Pendlebury, Pendlebury, Money-Cloutts 1935-1936, 28. 
62 Pendlebury, Pendlebury, Money-Cloutts 1935-1936, 28. 

Figure 4 Cave of Trapeza cross section (Pendlebury, Pendlebury 

and Money-Cloutts 1935-1936) 
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found throughout the cave but there was an area where the strata were not disturbed. This area of 

undisturbed strata was a very early layer (Sub-Neolithic – EM I) that included Trapeza ware. 

There was not any presence of human remains, but just animal bones and cooking pottery. The 

lack of human remains made the excavators interpreter the layer as a deposit formed when the 

cave was occupied by local peoples.63 During the Neolithic periods it was common for people to 

live up in the mountains in caves as they were strategically protected. After this period people 

moved out of the caves, but continued to use them as a place to bury their dead as it was similar 

to the place that they lived.  

 

The presence of burnt layers within tombs dating to the EM period is common throughout 

the majority of the island. Both the Cave of Trapeza and Tomb IIa at Lebena are examples of 

tombs that have presence of burnt layers or human remains that shows signs of burning. At the 

EM site of Komousa, located in the Asterousa Mountains, a micromorphological study was 

applied on the layers on Tholos Beta.64 Micromorphology is a soil analysis technique that adds to 

understanding of site formation processes.65 It combines microscopic and macroscopic 

observations of physical properties of sediments, with the aim of evaluating the depositional 

origin and integrity of archaeological strata.66 This study allowed for unexcavated strata that had 

been missed by previous excavators of Tholos Beta to be studied through contextual analysis of 

archaeological deposits. This is possible since micro-artifacts, waste products, and microscopic 

faunal and plant remains are observed in their contexts.67 The test trench that was dug in the 

northwestern half of Tholos Beta uncovered a section of strata that had a high concentration of 

bones that were not articulated and appeared to have been burnt. This area consisted of a pinkish- 

 
63 Pendlebury, Pendlebury, Money-Cloutts 1935-1936, 23. 
64 Boness and Goren 2017, 507. 
65 Boness and Goren 2017, 509. 
66 Boness and Goren 2017, 509. 
67 Boness and Goren 2017, 509. 
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red clayey layer, circa 10 cm thick, with some evidence of cycles of bone accumulation on its top, 

of which very little survives (Layer 1). Layer 1 covered a 5-7 cm thick layer of whiteish grey clay 

that contained a concentration of bones imbedded into the clay (Layer 2). The whiteish grey clay 

layer covered a powdery dark grey layer (Layer 4). The lowest layer was a compact and gravely 

reddish sediment 7-10 cm thick, laid directly onto the bedrock (Layer 5). Layer 3 was an ash 

layer and was only identified in thin sections.68 The micromorphology study confirmed the layers 

that were identified in the field but also made possible the identification of Layer 3. The study of 

Layers 2-5 represents a burning event that happened in situ throughout the excavated area and 

was noted in the field. The micromorphology study also confirmed that human bones were burnt 

inside the Tholos using a variety of combustion materials. Lime was spread on top of this burnt 

layer while burnt and dissolved bone splinters and large fragments were mixed thoroughly with 

calcareous content (Layer 2). The burnt lime is mostly dissolved but in certain areas the original 

structure is still in place. The majority of the bone splinters are heavily burnt and point to partial 

or complete calcination, indicating firing temperatures averaged above 650 degrees Celsius.69 

Previous studies have demonstrated that a highly calcinated bone is brittle and breaks down into a 

powdery substance and is unlikely to be preserved in the archaeological record.70 The combustion 

materials identified in Layer 3 were wood, grasses and plants, and tentatively dung but it is also 

possible that undecayed human bodies could have been used.71 The evidence of the data from 

Tholos Beta suggests that the burning of the bones in the tholoi are mostly confined and localized. 

Based on this evidence Boness and Goren suggest that the bones were burnt in situ at 

temperatures above 650 degrees Celsius by various fuels72. After this initial burning a layer of 

lime was laid down on another clay floor, and it is possible that there was another cycle of 

 
68 Boness and Goren 2017, 508. 
69 Boness and Goren 2017, 511. 
70 Stiner et al. 1995, 226. 
71 Boness and Goren 2017, 511. 
72 Boness and Goren 2017, 514. 
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burning within the tomb as this would explain the top layer of burnt clay. Burning activity in 

tholos tombs is commonly interpreted as fumigation of a tomb but Boness and Goren offer an 

alternative interpretation to these burnt layers in the tombs. They suggest that since these events 

were charged with symbolic and social meanings the burning of the tholos is more than just 

fumigation. Due to the size and degree of the fire in the tomb this is a ritual that would have 

involved a large portion of the community. This large involvement of the community potentially 

suggests that the burning or fumigation of the tombs was a mortuary ritual. The fumigation or 

mortuary ritual would have involved the descendants of the bodies buried in the tomb to make 

space for successive burials. Collecting the fuel necessary to burn the bones at such a high 

temperature would have required a coordination within an entire social unit, which the tholos 

served.73 Fire is also perceived as a transformative and destructive force, ambivalent and liminal, 

a symbol for birth and renewal, purification and healing.74 The burnt levels can be seen as 

transformative as a way to speed up the decomposition process. While periodic closure of 

domestic and ritual structures sometimes is followed by a rebuilding in order to ensure the 

creation and continuity of the place, the construction of a social memory or group identity, with 

the intent to maintain relationships with them.75 The use of lime has a comparison in the Iron Age 

at the site of S’Illot des Porros Necropolis in the Balearic Islands.76 Since lime speeds the 

decomposition of the bodies this kind of burials was used as an equivalent to or coexisting with 

cremation burials.77 If the bodies were placed inside of Tholos Beta at different times then it can 

be understood that the burning of the bodies would have been a communal event as these would 

have been the dead of more than one family group. If this interpretation of the burning of the 

Tholos Beta as a communal event that would have transformed the bodies within the tomb is 

 
73 Boness and Goren 2017, 516 
74 Boness and Goren 2017, 516. 
75 Boness and Goren 2017, 517. 
76 Boness and Goren 2017, 517. 
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correct, it is possible that the same practice could be present at other sites during the Early 

Minoan period.  

Many excavators instead classify these burnt layers as a fumigation of the tomb or ritual 

practices that included a funerary feast or the offering of burnt sacrifices in the tomb. Keith 

Branigan surmises that since this burning is not present in all tombs and not all of the bones are 

burnt these are fumigation or ritual offerings. 78 During the EM period the practice of burning 

seems not to be widely adopted throughout the island. The fumigation would have consisted of 

creating a fire within the tomb as a way to purify the tomb through fire after many consecutive 

burials on a needed basis. This layer also contains the burnt bones. A thin layer of ash can also be 

found on top of it. After the interior of the tomb was burnt there is normally a layer of sand, or 

another readily available material laid down. Then more bodies were laid on top of this fresh 

layer. When a tomb was fumigated with fire the bones from the previous burials were not 

intended to be burnt but were rather collaterally damaged. If the extensive burning was from 

funerary feasts there should be evidence of a hearth inside the tombs. A similar instance of 

burning was reported by Xanthoudides at the site of Koumasa in Tholos Beta.79 Xanthoudides 

found a large hearth in the center and another fireplace by the south east section of the wall. 

Hearths and fireplaces are normally connected to sacrifices but in the case of Koumasa there were 

no plans or drawings done of the hearths so no conclusion can be made on these tombs. The plans 

of tomb IIa at Lebena do include the central stones in the tomb that are thought to be a hearth 

where the fire that burned the tholos was lit. These stones along with the fact of the burnt area 

being contained to the center of the tomb show that the fire was probably for a ritual offering, 

although there is no evidence that the remains in this hearth-like area were just the remains of a 

sacrifice. Due to the disturbed strata of the tomb no solid conclusion can be made. The tombs 

excavated by archaeologists show that the majority have undergone extensive reorganizations 
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79 Xanthoudides 1924. 
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with many of the skeletons being moved. In many areas the skulls have been piled up into the 

corners of the tombs or been placed outside of the tombs in ossuary type structures. Branigan 

states that fumigation fires were performed since the tombs with burnt bones also have evidence 

of reorganization of bones and a layer of white sand had been laid down over the burnt layers.80 

Branigan’s theory holds true as after this layer of sand was put down burials of the later period 

were placed on top. Pendlebury noted that also the Cave of Trapeza contained burnt layers and 

the bones appeared to have been incinerated.81 Even with this information and the anthropological 

study done on the bones originally in the 1930’s, it would be beneficial to have the bones studied 

again. Modern analyses would allow for us to find out if the bones were fully calcined or to 

understand the potential firing temperature.82 This information would be able to give more insight 

into the fires that were lit in these tombs. The bones that were studied at the site of Koumasa have 

an average firing temperature of 650 degrees Celsius, a hot enough temperature to fully calcinate 

the bones. If this was purely a fumigation fire it is not clear why such a high degree of heat would 

be needed, when a less hot fire would have been able to achieve the same results. The burnt areas 

of the tombs of the EM period are somewhat lacking in evidence as earlier excavators did not 

have access to technology that we have now. With studies like the micromorphological study 

done at Koumasa and better analysis of burnt bones there is more that can be learnt from the EM 

burials.   

 

 
  

 
80 Branigan 1970, 172. 
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82 Stiner et al. 1995, 226. 
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Chapter 4 

Middle Minoan Burials 

Middle Minoan I-III (2000/1900 BCE - 1470/1450 BCE) 

The MM is the period when the Old Palaces are built in 2000/1900 BCE and are 

subsequently destroyed by earthquakes and fires around 1700 BCE. Soon after their destruction, 

the Old Palaces are replaced by the New Palaces, which are built in the same areas as the Old 

Palaces.  This is called the New Palatial Period or Neo-palatial period.  

The burials of the early MM period see a correlation to those at the start of the Early 

Minoan period. At the beginning of the Early Minoan period there is the continuation of the 

Neolithic burial traditions in certain areas on Crete. The transition from what is deemed the Early 

Minoan period to the Middle Minoan period by scholars shows a similar continuation of burial 

practices between the two periods. The difficult aspect of categorizing the burial practices during 

the MM period is that after MM I there is a change in burial practice that correlates with the 

building of the first palaces. The burial practices that begin to happen once the palaces are built 

tend to be slightly different from the burials of the EM and MM I periods. An example of a burial 

practice from the EM period that continued into the MM is the tholos tomb. There is also the 

continuation of house tombs that were first seen at the very end of the EM period. Pithoi and 

larnakes burials that were first introduced in the EM III period become more common in the MM 

II period.  

 

 The MM period sees a continuation of the tholos tombs that were introduced in the EM 

period. Many of the EM tombs have an almost continuous use into the MM period. At Lebena a 

few of the tombs that were discussed previously in chapter 3 were continuously used into the MM 

period (fig. 5). This is the case of Tomb IIa at Lebena, which was first built in the EM period and 
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was used for burials from when it was first built with continued use into the MM period. The 

strata for the tomb are laid down in layers that are typically horizontal levels. This means that the 

earlier layers for the EM period are typically found at the bottom of the tomb near the original 

floor level. The later layers of the MM are then laid on top of these earlier layers in typically 

uniform levels. Tomb IIα at Lebena tends to follow this pattern with the later MM layers laid on 

top of the EM layers. The central portion of tomb IIα has a cut through the EM layers. This 

central rectangular cut into the burial strata is significant, since it is characterized by the soil 

having evidence of some sort of burning. This burnt layer effectively ends the EM burials that 

date from the EM II A-B periods. This burnt layer can be interpreted as a potential fumigation of 

the tomb as immediately following this burnt layer there was a layer of dark coarse sand that was 

laid down from the nearby shore.83 On top of this layer of sand there were a few burials that had 

taken place. The layer containing these burials was composed of yellowish soil that was evenly 

deposited across the tomb. Within this layer there were grave goods. The grave goods contained 

in it were considerably different from the finds in the lower strata. This yellowish soil was dated 

by a jug that was decorated with white and deep red MM IA decoration.84   This jug dates the 

upper layer to no later than the MM IA period and shows a period of reuse in this tomb. The tomb 

itself does not show a clear break in the period of use based on the finds. The burnt layer in the 

tomb is the closest layer that would express some sort of break in use but for how long is 

unknown and difficult to determine. The upper layer of the burial deposits on top of the burnt 

layer is dated from the EM III to the MM IA period. This date gives evidence for the continued 

use from the later period of the EM to the start of the MM period. The excavators are unsure what 

the burnt layer represents within the tomb context. Similar burnt layers have been found in other 

tombs and it is generally thought of as the result of fumigation performed before more burials 

were placed within.

 
83 Alexiou and Warren 2004, 18. 
84 Alexiou and Warren 2004, 18. 
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The fumigation could have taken place due to a period when no burials were being placed in the 

tomb and this was done to ready the tomb for new burials, but its use is still unknown.  

Outside of the tholos tombs II and IIα there are exterior rectangular rooms that were built 

attaching to both structures. The external rooms AN and Delta were first being built in the EM 

IIB (possibly EM III) and used onwards (fig. 6). After the MM IA period both Tomb II and IIα 

were no longer in use although rooms AN and Delta were. Also, during this period Rooms A and 

M (a connected unit) were constructed and were being used as a place to bury the dead once the 

entrance to 

Tomb II was 

filled with 

bones and the 

entrance to 

Tomb IIα was 

blocked off.85 

Rooms A and 

M were built at 

ground level 

and were at 

height that is 0.375 meters above the highest point of soil within the tholos tomb. On the East side 

of Room A there is an opening (width .50 meters height .60 meters) that is closed by a roughly 

gabled slab of limestone.86 Based on the construction of Room A and its use of small slab stones 

it is clear that this space was built after the original tholos, which used larger stone blocks. The 

door slab found lying flat outside of the East side of Room M was presumably the original door to 

this room found out of context. The height of both Rooms A and M is debated. The excavators 
 

85 Alexiou and Warren 2004, 180. 
86 Alexiou and Warren 2004, 16. 

Figure 6 Tomb II and IIα layout, Lebena (Alexiou and Warren 2004) 



 

 

 

30 

concluded that the rooms were originally both low in height. The reasoning is that the doorways 

were not likely to have been low small doorways in the base of high walls.87 The reason for this 

conclusion by the excavators was that if the doors were small and low in high walls this would 

indicate that they served a symbolic meaning, as this would mean that the rooms were accessed 

from above.88 This is improbable because if Tomb IIα was still in use it would have only been 

accessible by first removing the roof from Rooms A. Both Rooms A and M were full of human 

bones, along with one sheep bone and the teeth of an ox. There were also charcoal and handle-

less cups from the MM IA period found in the room showing that this was an area where 

offerings to the dead were happening. External Rooms Delta and AN are located South of Room 

M and East of Tomb IIα. Rooms Delta and AN are two rectangular compartments separated by a 

partition wall. They measure 2.60 meters by 1.65 meters and 1.70 meters by 1.45 meters.89 Room 

Delta contained burials with a good number of vases and the floor level was lower than both 

Rooms A and M.90 Room Delta was possibly added after Tomb IIα was full since it mainly 

contained bones. The deposit of bones was mainly along the West side of the Room. Room AN 

seems to have been mainly for depositing offerings as very few bones were found within it. The 

bones that were found within Room AN were from the very top layer of fill. Room AN appears to 

recall a Minoan shrine with a bench along its West side and another smaller one in the North-East 

corner.91 There were bowls, small vases and cups which were placed upside down on the bench. 

The placement of cups upside down on the bench could symbolize the belief that the offerings 

were directed to the earth’s interior.92 The roofs of these rectangular rooms were most likely flat 

and made of perishable material. Entry to Rooms Delta and AN must have been from a small 

opening high up in the wall since there were no doorways to the rooms that were found during 

 
87 Alexiou and Warren 2004, 16. 
88 Alexiou and Warren 2004, 16. 
89 Alexiou and Warren 2004, 19. 
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excavation. It is also possible that Rooms Delta and AN could have been entered from above by 

removing a portion of the roof if the walls were not that great in height.93  

To summarize, we notice that the exterior rooms outside of tholos Tomb II and Tomb IIα 

were in use in different phases. Rooms Delta and AN were contemporary with the upper layers of 

Tomb IIα and continued even after this was closed, while Rooms A and M were in use after both 

of the tombs had been closed.94 Tomb II and Tomb IIα show the continuation of the use of tholos 

tombs from the Early Minoan to the Middle Minoan period. The later MM burials tend to be 

located on top of the layer of river pebbles laid over the burnt areas. The continued use of the 

tholos tombs II and IIα at Lebena show the importance of the area. Once the full exterior rooms 

were built as tombs in an effort to continue to bury the dead in the same area showing the desire 

to connect to the early burials.  

 

 The use of rectangular and multi-chambered buildings for the dead is first seen at the end 

of the EM period. During the MM period the use of rectangular and multi-chambered tombs 

becomes more common. Multi-chamber tombs are rock cut structures that are built slightly into 

the ground. These multi-chambered tombs tend to be buildings with many rooms and walls that 

create niches and pits in an effort to create smaller space more suited for a lower number of 

individuals. The entrance to these multi-chambered tombs do not tend to have a dromos, but in a 

few cases, there were probably open spaces in front of the tombs that were used as some sort of 

an open-air antechamber.95  

 
93 Alexiou and Warren 2004, 19. 
94 Alexiou and Warren 2004, 19.  
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At the 

necropolis of Mavro 

Spelio at Knossos there 

are twenty-one 

examples of this type 

of tomb. The 

necropolis was first 

excavated in the 1920’s 

by Arthur Evans and 

later by John 

Forsdyke.96 One of the 

few closed contexts at 

Mavro Spelio is 

represented by the 

grave goods discovered 

in chamber E of Tomb 

IX (fig. 7). The 

chamber was dated to 

MM III by the grave 

goods that were found 

near the Northern wall 

that had collapsed during the MM III period. After this wall had collapsed the chamber soon 

filled with soil making entrance to this tomb impossible. The multi-chambered tombs that are so 

 
96 Alberti 2013, 47. 

Figure 7 Plan of Mavro Spelio tomb IX. Circled chamber E is the 

closed context (Alberti 2013) 
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prevalent in the MM period are not used into the LM period as they are not as favoured as the 

chamber tomb.  

 

During the MM period house tombs were still in use at many sites. The house tombs of 

the MM period are very similar to those of the EM period. The tombs are still rectangular built 

buildings with thinner walls that resemble the homes of the EM and MM periods. House tombs 

were still being constructed into the MM period but there were some examples of reuse of the 

tombs into the MM periods. One such example of continued use of a house tomb is located at 

Palaikastro. Tomb II at Palaikastro has been discussed in further detail in the previous chapter. 

Here I will just mention the use of Tomb II in the MM period. The pottery that is from the MM 

period is unpublished and is reported to have been similar to that from the other Palaikastro 

tombs, which are dated to the MM I period.97 Due to Tomb II having been possibly a single burial 

it is possible that the presence of the MM pots indicates that the tomb itself had a cult function.98 

If the tomb was being used in the MM period for a cult function this would have been long after it 

was no longer being used as a tomb. The majority of the finds that were found inside of the tomb 

appear to have been containers that held liquid or could be used to poor liquids. It is also possible 

that due to the large areas of damage that there were previously MM burials that were so 

completely destroyed that the only traces left of them are the MM I pottery.99  

 

Within typical tomb architecture of the MM period there is a further individualization of 

the burials by placing the inhumation remains within clay receptacles. One type of these clay 

receptacles is the larnax. Larnakes tend to be oval or rectangular in shape with no feet and very 

rarely have painted decoration in this period. The larnakes all have lids that would have covered 

 
97 Soles 1992, 182. 
98 Soles 1992, 182. 
99 Soles 1992, 182. 
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the burials and enclosed them from the rest of the tomb interior. Larnakes have been generally 

used in Central Crete during the MM, but there are examples in other areas on the island. An 

example of a larnax burial within a secure stratum is in multi-chamber tomb IX, chamber E, at 

Mavro Spelio. As stated above the finds are dated to the MM III by the finds that were preserved 

by the collapsing roof. In the Northern niche of the chamber an oval larnax with a dog in front of 

it was found. The remains of the dog were partially articulated, and it appears that the dog was 

buried at the foot of the larnax.100 This is currently one of the earliest depositions of a dog in a 

funerary context from Crete. The grave goods of the larnax burial within Tomb IX are 

extraordinary when compared with the relatively poor grave goods of the other burials at Mavro 

Spelio. The larnax burial is the richest burial that was present at Mavro Spelio. Included in the 

larnax was a gold ring with a Linear A inscription, other gold rings, beads, fragment of a knife, 

and a ceramic symposium drinking set.101 The level of poverty at Mavro Spelio is impossible to 

know. It remains dubious if the poor graves were due to the continuous plundering and reuse of 

the tombs or if they were actually just poorer burials. The data gathered for the necropolis are 

contradictory as one of the undisturbed tombs was one of the richest in the entire necropolis, 

while the pottery of all of the MM assemblages all have very poor quality.102   

The next funerary practice that becomes more common in the Middle Minoan period is 

the use of clay pithoi as receptacles for the dead. Pithoi are normally used as storage jars within 

the household context but in the Early Minoan III pithoi are first seen being used in a funerary 

context.  At the end of the Pre-palatial period and at the start of the Proto-palatial period (EM III 

to MM I ca. 2100-1900 BCE) the pithoi became a widely used burial container.103 This is a 

pivotal point of the Bronze age on Crete since it is at the end of this period (circa. 1900 BCE) that 

the first palaces are built. The correlation of the new use of pithoi as a container to bury the dead 

 
100 Alberti 2013, 51. 
101 Forsdyke 1926-27, 47. 
102 Alberti 2013, 51. 
103 Vavouranakis 2014, 197. 
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within previously household jars is an interesting connection that correlates with the Proto-

palatial period. The use tends to be concentrated on Eastern Crete, although there are some that 

have been found in other areas of the island.104 The use of pithoi also created a physical barrier 

between the dead that did not appear to have been an issue in earlier commingled burials of the 

EM period. The isolation of the remains within the pithoi could represent a loosening of 

traditional kinship ties of the Early Bronze Age and the introduction of individualism.105 Pithoi 

are found in tholos tombs, rectangular built tombs, dug out pits, and natural formations such as 

rock shelters, crevices and caves.106 The cemetery at Archanes-Phourni in central Crete has 

yielded funerary pithoi from many rectangular tomb buildings. Building 5 had pithoi that were 

either placed upright or lying down. Each pithos contained the remains of between one and four 

individuals. There are other examples of pithoi that were found within the tomb that contained 

additional skulls. There were also other examples of skulls that had been placed on stone slabs. If 

the pithoi were being used as ossuaries this could explain the high number of skulls that were 

found inside some of them.  

Building 6 has been interpreted as an ossuary due to the large number of tightly packed 

skulls that covered the floor of the building.107 The pithoi that contained human remains may 

have been used for collective burials, these primary burials were later transferred to the ossuary 

building.108  In Building 18 the remains of two individuals located in the same pithos may have 

also been primary interments, although the potential function of the pithoi as an ossuary cannot be 

ruled out.109 The use of a pithos for a burial needed a higher degree of skill by the relatives of the 

deceased as a general understanding of anatomy would be needed.110 The body would have had to 

 
104 Vavouranakis 2014, 213. 
105 Branigan 1970, 178. 
106 Vavouranakis 2014, 209. 
107 Sakellarakis and Sapouna-Sakellaraki 1997, 234. 
108 Vavouranakis 2014, 212. 
109 Vavouranakis 2014, 212. 
110 Vavouranakis 2014, 214. 
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have been trussed up tightly enough so that the pithos could be placed over the body. A general 

understanding of rigor mortis would also have been needed as the deceased had to be placed in 

the pithos directly after death or it would have been necessary to wait around two and a half days 

before placing the body into the pithos.111 It is not possible to tell if the funerary pithoi were 

specifically purchased for the burials or if they were taken from a household and repurposed. The 

pithoi that are used for burials have 60% of the same morphological characteristics as domestic 

counterparts, which is why it is not possible to directly tell them apart.112 Also during this period 

clay larnakes become popular burial containers and are used concurrently with pithoi. Larnakes 

and pithoi are sometimes even found within the same tomb. A pithos may have been more 

desirable for burials as they would not have been as expensive to have acquired as the custom-

made larnax.113 The benefit of the larnax is that it would have been able to have accommodated 

more burials than the small domestic pithoi. 

 

A major difference in burials during this period is that there tend to be less items of 

personal adornment (jewellery or weapons) that are found within the graves and the presence of 

more seals than in the Pre-palatial period.114 More seals found in the graves in the MM period 

represent a shift in the importance of goods to the individuals that are burying the deceased and 

what the deceased themselves thought was important when still alive. It is impossible to know if 

the seals were being used as status symbol items, amulets, jewelry, or all of the above.115 The 

change of burial goods from the EM period to the MM period may suggest a shift in the funerary 

ritual as the clay receptacles made shows of wealth useless, as they were out of view of the 

mourners. Inclusion of seals in the burial could also indicate that the seals had an obsolete nature 

 
111 Vavouranakis 2014,214. 
112 Vavouranakis 2014, 214. 
113 Vavouranakis 2014, 214. 
114 Vavouranakis 2014, 213. 
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once the person who potentially owned it died. The changes that are present in the burials of the 

MM period tend to show a break from the burials that were common in the EM period and to a 

certain extent in the early MM period. The remains are no longer comingled on the tomb floors in 

large tholos tombs, rather there is a lot of care taken that the remains will stay contained in their 

separate clay receptacles. With the rise of the palaces during the MM period, there tends to be a 

shift from the communal village aspect of burial to a more individualized burial. 
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Chapter 5 

Late Minoan and Sub-Minoan Burials 

Late Minoan I-III (1470/1450-1100 BCE to 1100 BCE) and Sub-Minoan (1150 BCE to 950 

BCE)   

 The Late Minoan and Sub-Minoan periods cover a span of time that is difficult to 

pinpoint archaeologically. The LM and SM periods are both the height and the subsequent end of 

the Minoan power on Crete. The LM period on Crete is also commonly called the Post-palatial 

period. The MM saw the construction of the New Palaces after the destruction of the Old Palaces 

around 1700 BCE. The LM period has a continuation of the economic and political processes of 

the MM period until the end of the LM. The consolidated political system on Crete collapsed 

between the LM IIIC period (12th to 11th century BCE) and the Sub-Minoan period (mid-11th to 

the beginning of the 10th century BCE).116 Also during this period there were Mycenaean peoples 

on Crete and some of the burials have been attributed to the presence of these new peoples on the 

island.117 

Tholos tombs are still used into the LM period with reuse of some of the earlier tombs. In 

the start of LM period the costal sites maintained funerary customs that were partly in line with 

local traditions or exploited the necropolises used in the previous period. At the highland sites 

after the early part of the LM IIIC period the tholos tomb was the most widespread form of burial 

architecture, but by the end of the period new types of tombs were attested.118 Halamenos is 

located in eastern Crete along the northern shore in the foothills of the Siteia Mountains (fig. 8). 

The preservation at Halamenos is quite good as its location was protected by a small pine forest.    

 

 
116 Perna 2011, 119. 
117 Perna 2011, 121. 
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 The site of Halamenos was discovered in 1990 by Metaxia Tsipopoulou and a surface survey was 

done by Haggis and Nowicki later the same year.119  

Tomb A is located 200 meters southwest of the settlement and is a small tholos type tomb 

without a dromos (fig. 9). The round chamber is 1.60 meters in diameter with an entrance 0.90 

meters wide on the 

west side.120 The 

tholos was built using 

medium and large 

sized blocks arranged 

in seven courses. In 

between the large 

blocks smaller stones 

were used to fill the 

open space. The 

tholos was 

constructed using a 

corbelling technique 

with the inward slope 

beginning at the second course of blocks. In the center of the tomb there was an irregularly 

shaped stone that was 0.68 meters wide, and probably functioned as the capstone of the tomb. On 

the east side of the tomb there were long bones and two skulls visible in the fill (individuals 1 and 

2). Individual 1 was identified as a female aged between 27 and 49 years old. Individual 2 was the 

most disarticulated of the five burials and was identified as a male at least 24 years old, although 

 
119 Coulson and Tsipopoulou 1994, 68. 
120 Coulson and Tsipopoulou 1994, 86. 

Figure 9 Tomb A at Halamenos, section and plans (Coulson and 

Tsipopoulou 1994) 
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the diagnostic region of the pelvis was not useable to narrow down an age.121 In the southeastern 

part of the tomb there were two additional skulls (individuals 3 and 4). Individual 3 was oriented 

with the head towards the south. Individual 3 was aged to approximately 10 to 16 years of age 

and could not be sexed based on the young age. Individual 4 was also oriented with the head to 

the southeast. Individual 4 was a female aged between 18 and 23 years old.122 The northern area 

of the tomb had a concentration of pottery including a skyphos, a monochrome skyphos, and a 

small cup. Three of the four individuals (individuals 1, 3, 4) appear to have been in their original 

positions. A fifth burial was placed on the west side of the tomb directly inside of the door. 

Individual 5 was placed in a contracted position on the left side with the head toward the northern 

side of the tomb. Due to the fragmentary state of the remains only an age minimum of 36 years 

was obtainable. However, the sacral first vertebra of Individual 5 had arthritic lipping, which 

indicated an age well above the minimum 36 years old.123 This burial appears to have been the 

last that was placed into the tomb. Associated with individual 5 were four vases. By the head 

there were a kalathos and a stirrup jar, by the feet there were a dipped shallow skyphos and a 

stirrup jar.124 The only non-ceramic find was pieces of a bronze sheathing which was scattered 

and could not be associated to any single burial. All of the burials were semi-disarticulated, and 

the sequence of the burials was not discernible from the remains. Based on the articulation and 

commingling of the bones the space in the tomb was used as economically as possible. The 

bodies were placed in a contracted position. The remains appear not to have been moved unless 

more space was needed and even then, it was normally the extremities that were moved.125  The 

pottery at Halamenos gives a consistent date of the LM IIIC period, which corresponds to that of 

 
121 Little 1994, 88-89. 
122 Little 1994, 90. 
123 Little 1994, 91. 
124 Coulson and Tsipopoulou 1994, 86. 
125 Little 1994, 87. 
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the settlement.126 The tholos tomb at Halamenos seems to be more traditional than others dating 

to the LM period. The absence of a dromos makes it appear very similar to those of the EM and 

MM periods. The traditional tholos tomb could in part be due to the secluded nature of the site up 

in the Siteia Mountains. The tholos tomb continued to be the dominant tomb architecture with 

examples of use or reuse of tholoi being present in every period of Minoan presence on Crete.  

 

The use of larnakes within tomb architecture is still common in the LM period. Larnakes 

are first used in the MM period, but by the LM II-III period they were painted with symbolic 

figures and patterns. In the LM period larnakes are found within tholos and rectangular tombs 

also buried on their own in a cemetery. The most famous example of a painted larnax is the Ayia 

Triadha sarcophagus (fig. 10-12). The sarcophagus was found in a rectangular tomb in the 

 
126 Coulson and Tsipopoulou 1994, 86. 

Figure 10 Agia Triadha sarcophagus front, scene of a funerary cult (photo by author) 
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cemetery at Ayia Triadha (Hagia Triada) located on western Crete. Tomb 4 was small and 

unremarkable when compared to remarkable finds from the tombs that surrounded it. The interior 

chamber of Tomb 4 measured 2.39 meters by 1.95 meters.127 The walls were constructed of 

stones of moderate size, that were fairly regular in appearance. The walls were preserved up to a 

height of 0.65 meters and to 1.20 meters based on the slope that the tomb was built on. 

  

 

 
127 Long 1974, 11. 

Figure 11 West end (left): procession of men, below goddesses in chariot. 

East end (right): goddesses in griffin-pulled chariot (photos by author) 
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The door was in the east end of the tomb and measured 0.87 meters wide. The floor of the tomb 

was bedrock and in the south side of the tomb it seems to have been carved down in an effort to 

level the floor of the tomb. On the north side of the tomb a cist was cut into the bedrock just large 

enough to fit the plain terracotta larnax inside. There was no lid found for this larnax but if it had 

a lid it would have protruded above the floor level. On the south side of the tomb the sarcophagus 

was found where it had tipped over and rested on its side. The sarcophagus was carved from a 

single block of stone and is rectangular in shape. The measurements of the sarcophagus are: 

lengths of 1.375 and 1.385 meters and the ends are 0.437 and 0.45 meters.128 The sarcophagus has 

four feet that are slightly taller on one end than the other. A row of five holes were drilled into the 

bottom of the sarcophagus at relatively regular intervals along the major axis. There was no lid 

found for the sarcophagus. The sarcophagus originally contained the remains of two adult crania, 

 
128 Long 1974, 16. 

Figure 12 Back of the sarcophagus, bull sacrifice (photo by author) 
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showing either reuse of the larnax or deaths that occurred at the same time. The painted 

decoration on the outside of the sarcophagus is what set this larnax apart from other similar 

examples. The front of the sarcophagus depicts a scene of funerary cult (fig. 10). On the left two 

women and a lyre player move toward a crater between two double axes on stands; the first 

woman pours a libation probably in honour of the deceased. On the right, three men offer models 

of calves and of a boat to the deceased in front of his tomb. The back depicts the sacrifice of a 

bull with elements that have been linked to Minoan religion like the horns of consecration and 

altars (fig. 12). The west end depicts the procession of men in the top register and goddesses in an 

the agrimi-drawn chariot in the lower (fig. 11, left). The east end depicts goddesses in a griffin-

drawn chariot scene (fig. 11, right). This scene is different from the others in the red background 

and the depiction of the mythical creatures, the griffins. The decoration on the sarcophagus was 

probably painted in the area where it was found based on the similar style to the wall paintings at 

Ayia Triadha.129 The low number of finds in Tomb 4 that would have been associated with the 

sarcophagus is probably due to the tomb having been plundered at some point after it was closed. 

The other larnakes of the LM and SM periods tend to be made of terracotta and are decorated 

with iconographies closely connected with those attested on vases.  

  

Khania is located on West Crete and is a town that has been occupied through various 

periods of the Bronze Age. Excavations began at Odos Palama in the town of Khania in 1987 and 

the finds were published in 1992. At the end of the excavations there were seventeen Late Bronze 

Age tombs discovered. The excavations were carried out by the Archaeological Service under the 

direction of Epimilitria Maria Andreadaki-Vlasaki and later in the same summer the same plot 
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was excavated by Elpida Hadjidaki.130 The archaeological remains were published by Birgitta 

Palsson Hallager and the skeletal remains were studied by Tina McGeorge.131  

Chamber tomb 10 had a slightly sloping dromos that led to the walled up stomion (fig. 

13). At the beginning of the dromos at the ancient surface level there was a single rock. The 

single rock has been interpreted as a tomb marker, similar to the rocks that were found at the start 

of the dromos in chamber tomb 5.132 The dromos had three roughly cut steps into the floor that 

made the descent into the chamber tomb easier. The blocking wall to the chamber tomb was 

 
130 Hallager and McGeorge 1992, 11. 
131 Hallager and McGeorge 1992, 11. 
132 Hallager and McGeorge 1992, 17. 

Figure 13 Khania Tomb 10 layout (Hallager and McGeorge 1992) 
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found untouched. The stones of the blocking wall were placed into two rows, with larger stones in 

the first row and the smaller rocks behind them.133 Behind the blocking wall there was another 

short stomion that led into the chamber tomb. The chamber tomb was roughly square, the back 

wall of the tomb was uneven, and had a thin layer (10 cm) of soil that had fallen from the roof 

that was removed before the floor level was found. The chamber tomb was oriented east – west 

with the entrance from the east.134 Inside of the chamber in the north-west corner were the burials. 

Within this area was the remains of a cranium belonging to a woman with the skull oriented to the 

west. There were also fragments of a cranium, a few bones, and teeth belonging to two small 

children roughly the same age.135 McGeorge found that the skeletal remains of one of the children 

interred in Tomb 10 was aged circa eighteen months to two years of age based on the squamous 

bone and parts of the lateralis that had not been fused giving an age of under two years of age.136 

The remains of a second child were identified by another set of first molars at approximately the 

same stage of development as the other child interred in Tomb 10.137 The final burial that was 

interred in Tomb 10 was the remains of a young woman aged about twenty years old.138 The 

grave goods found with the remains were two buttons/beads, one stone bead, one bone pendant, 

and a pierced crab’s claw all found on the floor.139 The exact find positions of the grave goods are 

unknown, although it seems likely that they were part of a necklace.140 The chamber tomb was 

not reused since the blocking wall of the tomb was intact and there are no other remains other 

than the ones found in situ on the floor. The chamber of Tomb 10 had roughly two kilos of 

pottery sherds found inside. The pottery ranged in shapes and styles but the most frequent were 

the sherds of closed vessels of course ware, plain ware that included a kylix and stemmed cups. 

 
133 Hallager and McGeorge 1992, 17. 
134 Hallager and McGeorge 1992, 18. 
135 Hallager and McGeorge 1992, 18. 
136 Hallager and McGeorge 1992, 32. 
137 Hallager and McGeorge 1992, 32. 
138 Hallager and McGeorge 1992, 32. 
139 Hallager and McGeorge 1992, 18. 
140 Hallager and McGeorge 1992, 18. 
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The decorated ware had sherds of closed vessels and cups or bowls. All of the pottery gives a date 

of no earlier than the LM III B1 period and nothing is later than this date.141 There are three other 

chamber tombs located at Khania that were also excavated at the same time as Tomb 10.   

The other main style at Khania is the pit cave. The pit cave architecture is by far the main 

style of tomb type at Khania with nine of the seventeen tombs excavated being of this style. A pit 

cave was constructed by having a rectangular cut that was dug down into the ground and about 1 

meter, below the excavation 

level, a cut on one of the long 

sides was carved into the 

side.142 This cut along one of 

the long sides of the 

rectangular wall normally had  

a sloped back wall, giving it a 

cave-like appearance. Tomb 2 

is a pit cave located in the 

southern part of the building 

plot that was being cleared for 

a new building at 4 Odos 

Palama (fig. 14).143 Part of the 

pit was under the house of a neighbouring plot of land. During the excavation many stones were 

removed. These stones probably belonged to the blocking wall to the entrance of the cave.144 A 

portion of the roof had collapsed into the tomb. The plan of the cave was fully preserved. The 

cave is roughly rectangular in shape and several stones from the original entrance wall were 

 
141 Hallager and McGeorge 1992, 18. 
142 Hallager and McGeorge 1992, 25. 
143 Hallager and McGeorge 1992, 13. 
144 Hallager and McGeorge 1992, 13. 

Figure 14 Khania Tomb 2 plan (Hallager and McGeorge 

1992) 
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found in situ. The cave measures 1.84 meters long, circa 1 meter in width, and 1.54 meters in 

height.145 Outside of the tomb cave there was a pit dug into the soil that measured 2.50 meters 

long and 0.80 meters wide. This pit had stones that fell from the entrance wall to the tomb cave. 

Inside of the tomb cave there was the remains of a young woman identified as either 21 or 22 

years of age. The remains of the young woman were lying on its back with her head to the north. 

The small bones of the feet were missing, and the cranium was in pieces, probably crushed from 

falling stones. The skeletal analysis found that the young woman had three missing teeth prior to 

death and two thirds of the remaining teeth had early signs of cavities. There was also the 

exposed roots of a tooth that had probably been broken off during an inadept extraction.146 The 

upper canines had wear on the buccal (outer) surface rather than the occlusal (inner) surface, 

meaning that the upper canines sat inside of the mandible giving the young woman a startling 

appearance.147 There was also a disability to the left leg with a small shallow porous lesion on the 

left tibia, which might have been caused by a previous fracture healing incorrectly. A decorated 

cup was placed to the right of the skull. Two plain stemmed cups were placed on the same side 

near the knee and lower leg. A bronze needle was placed near the left arm and a button/bead was 

placed near the left arm of the deceased. A vase, that was broken into many pieces, was also 

found near the deceased. This tomb was disturbed and partially destroyed by a bulldozer, but 

otherwise seemed untouched. The shape of the two plain stemmed cups both belong to an early 

type of this cup and is dated to no earlier than the LM III A2 period. The length of the needle 

seems to indicate that it might not have been used for fine textiles, rather for a class of woolen 

darning or perhaps for ship sails.148 Needles of this size are also found in the settlement 

excavations at Khania. Needles are rarely found in tomb contexts, which could be due to their 

small and fragile nature. 

 
145 Hallager and McGeorge 1992, 13. 
146 Hallager and McGeorge 1992, 29. 
147 Hallager and McGeorge 1992, 29. 
148 Hallager and McGeorge 1992, 14. 
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 The cemetery at Khania had twenty-nine remains recovered from the seventeen tombs 

excavated. The tombs at Khania are of three different styles: chamber tomb, pit graves, and pit 

caves. The use of pit graves and pit caves in Crete are seen as exotic as they are not the typical 

tomb style with parallels at Knossos and in Cyprus. The use of exotic tomb types tallies well with 

the position Khania had during the LM IIIA – LM IIIB periods as a commercial centre in the 

Aegean. There are many features present in Khania that point to a possible community that 

included foreign people. An example of this is the skeletal analysis done on one of the young 

women (B), who was 20 - 22 years of age, from Tomb 8. This young woman could also be a 

blood relative of the young woman (C) buried with her pre-term embryo in Tomb 8 based on the 

bilateral occurrence of the parietal notch bone.149 The remains of the young woman (B) were very 

preserved and a complete set of measurements of the skull were obtained. These osteometric 

measurements allowed for the skull to be compared physically with an array of population 

samples, using cluster analysis. The skull of the young woman (B) did not cluster with the 

Aegean samples. It instead clustered with populations from Predynastic Egypt/Bronze Age Troy 

and Neolithic Macedonia.150 This clustering suggests that the young woman (B) from Tomb 8, 

and the silver signet rings, which might have accompanied the burial has non-Minoan/Mycenaean 

and non-Aegean characteristics.151  

The town of Khania functioned as an important port and centre of commerce on the 

western half of the island. With regular overseas and inland contacts the town of Khania probably 

included a number of non-native people within its population. This possibility of non-native 

people within the population at Khania is proven to be true based on the cluster samples done on 

the young woman (B) from Tomb 8. This trade connection to the Near East and Cyprus will be 

addressed in the following chapter with the introduction of cremation to the island of Crete.  

 
149 Hallager and McGeorge 1992, 31. 
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Chapter 6 

Cremation in Bronze Age Crete 

During the Iron Age, Crete was one of the areas where cremation burials were most 

prevalent. This chapter will trace a few of the most significant cases in the Bronze Age, from 

unique happenstance to regular practice. These early cremation burials laid the framework for a 

Crete that was one of the areas with the highest number of cremation burials in Greece during the 

Iron Age (Fig. 15). The first Bronze Age incineration positively attested on Crete is dated to the 

Middle Minoan III period and was uncovered in the Ailias cemetery located high on the East 

slopes of Kairatos, overlooking the palace of Knossos. This cremation burial is an isolated 

incident and is not thought to have any influence on the later cremation burials dating to the LM 

and Sub-Minoan periods.152 However, this early incineration is still relevant as this shows that 

there is a conception of alternative funerary rites in the minds of the locals on Crete. Tomb IX 

was one of the tombs excavated in 1953 at Knossos by the British School.153 Tomb IX had 

several later burials, including the remains of three larnakes, and a large spouted pithos. All of 

the burials that were contained in the larnakes and pithoi were inhumation. A deposit of burnt 

bones in the top level of the tomb is thought to represent the remains of one or more cremated 

individuals.154 There was a small chamber, separated from the main one by a stone wall, that 

contained a number of vases all dated to the MM III period. They have been previously 

understood as offerings. However, due to a lack of proximity to any specific body, it is unknown 

which person, if any, these vases were originally intended to be dedicated. After Tomb IX had 

gone out of use at the end of the MM III period, the roof collapsed thereby creating a secure 

 
152 Davaras 1973, 162. 
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dating stratum.155 A large terrace wall was built across the front of the tomb in the early LM 

period, destroying a portion of it.156 From this early and isolated instance of cremation, we can 

gather that at this point there was the introduction of a new funerary practice on the island during 

this period. The cremated remains were placed in a tomb that was mainly dominated by 

inhumation burials. There are a couple possible explanations of who the deceased was and how 

these burnt remains came to be included in the tomb. If this individual was a foreigner on the 

island, the inclusion of the remains inside of the tomb potentially points to the fact that this 

person was part of Cretan society. This burial expresses the importance of this person to the 

living people who followed a different burial custom, or the remains would not have been 

included within the tomb that is solely inhumation burials tomb. Fritz Schachermeyr proposed 

that the deceased were victims of a house fire and this is why the remains have been burnt.157 The 

more common theory is that these were the remains of a foreigner who had a different burial 

practice.158  

The next instances of cremation as a burial practice on Crete are from the LM III period, 

a few hundred years later. The earliest examples are at Olous and date to the LM IIIA2-LM IIIB 

period. The cemetery at Olous, or modern-day Elounda, is located on the western side of the Bay 

of Mirabello. Excavators originally found this cemetery hard to date as there are an abundant 

number of cremation burials present with no iron and no noticeable Mycenaean presence.  These 

burials were dated to either the LM IIIB or Sub-Minoan period159, although now they are firmly 

dated to the LM IIIA-LM IIIB period.160 The pottery for the site was re-examined by Athanasia 

Kanta and was dated from the LM IIIA1 to the LM IIIB period, with cremations beginning in the 

 
155 Hood and Boardman 1955, 33. 
156 Hood and Boardman 1955, 33. 
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LM IIIA2. A unique aspect of 

this cemetery is that these 

cremation burials were not 

contained within tombs, rather 

they were generally placed in 

rock crevices.  All of these 

cremation burials appear to be 

found near the edge of more 

traditional Minoan burials in 

their customary tombs.161 The 

earliest cremations present are 

twenty-five pithoi burials in the 

cemetery at Olous. There were 

also three other pithoi burials 

which contained the remains of 

children with no traces of 

cremation present.162 All of the 

other pithos burials contained cremated remains. The pithos burial from grave 27 contained a 

single cremation (fig. 16). The pithos was placed within a rock crevice and was oriented east-

west. The shape and raised decoration on the pithos along with the jug and the small tripodic vase 

offerings securely date this burial to the LM IIIA period.163 The five offerings that were 

associated with the pithos is what sets this burial apart from the others of its type - fifteen of them 

 
161 Kanta 2001, 60. 
162 Kanta 2001, 60. 
163 Kanta 2001, 61. 

Figure 16 Olous Grave 27 (van Effenterre 1948) 
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had no offerings, nine had one 

offering and one (grave 27) had five 

offerings.164 One of the later 

cremation burials dating to the LM 

IIIB period is grave 24, which 

contained a sarcophagus that is 

shaped like a bathtub (fig. 17). This 

grave was oriented east-west and was 

placed inside of rock crevice. The 

sarcophagus is rectangular in shape 

with one end rounded, and its 

measurements are 0.85 m by 0.40 

m.165  This sarcophagus contained the 

remains of two cremated individuals. 

Outside of it there were two vases — one placed at either end — while inside with the cremated 

remains there was a pot and a soapstone seal. This bathtub sarcophagus with cremated remains 

was seen as a transition from inhumation larnakes to pithoi that also contained cremation 

burials,166 although this was later discounted by Kanta’s pottery dating.167 

There was no skeletal analysis done at Olous due to the poor condition of the bones. 

Olous is the earliest example of cremation burials being used over a continuous period with 

twenty-eight cremations present. The grave goods that were included with the burials all show 

evidence of being burnt. The mixed burial customs could possibly point to a community of sea-

 
164 Kanta 2001, 60. 
165 van Effenterre 1948, 10. 
166 van Effenterre 1948, 11. 
167 Kanta 2001.  

Figure 17 Olous Grave 24 (van Effenterre 1948) 
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farers living at the prehistoric settlement of Olous.168 Alternatively, the lack of chamber tombs 

could also indicate a community that did not need the permanence of family tombs and chose a 

burial form that was more suited to mobile populations.169 The graves that are present at Olous 

show a direct break from the burial practices that were being used by the Minoans in earlier 

periods. This break could be due to the arrival of new peoples on Crete who chose to continue 

their own burial customs.  

 

 The cemetery of Pezoulos 

Atsipadhes is located in Western Crete, in 

the Aghios Vasilios region. This cemetery 

contained burials that were initially 

doubted as instances of cremation due to 

the doubtful character of the original 

excavations and its being a cemetery only 

of children.170 The cemetery has since 

been confirmed as having cremation 

burials, but not exclusively burials of 

cremated children. The original excavation 

was carried out by Efstathios Petroulakis in 1912 and 1913. Petroulakis reported that he found 

twenty-one cremation burials inside of clay vases and collected four complete cremation urns, 

while the rest were fragmentary.171 All of these burials were within an area that was 24 square 

meters. Petroulakis described various shapes of medium vases including pyxides and collared 

neck jugs used as cinerary urns. In his publication he mentioned ash, charcoal, and bone 

 
168 Kanta 2001, 64. 
169 Kanta 2001, 65. 
170 Agelarakis et al. 2001, 69. 
171 Petroulakis 1915. 

Figure 18 Pezoulos Atsipadhes Burial 2 jar 

(Agelarakis et al. 2001) 
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associated with the urns. Most of the urns were covered by stone slabs and some were supported 

by stones on either side to ensure they stayed upright.172 Petroulakis believed the bones were the 

remains of children but when Hood and Warren visited the site in 1966, they commented that the 

bones probably belonged to adults.173 In 1975 

Katerina Mavriyiannaki did a new study of the 

material and was shown a cinerary urn with 

smaller vases around it, in situ at the cemetery. 

Most of them appeared to contain burnt human 

remains. A number of these bones were shown to 

Aris Poulianos, an anthropologist who determined 

that they belonged to an infant not older than a 

year.174 Unfortunately no proper report was ever 

published and this information was not 

confirmed.175  A portion of the cemetery was 

revisited by the Aghios Vasilios Valley Survey 

Project (AVVSP) in 1991, 1994, and 1997.176 This 

project found three burials within three square 

meters that were in a field complex where sheep 

had been continually trampling the vases. The material was retrieved quickly to prevent any 

further damage. Burial 2 was located in the middle of the path and the collared jug had been 

broken, with the associated ash was spread towards the north. The collared vase is decorated with 

dark paint with a series of bands and an indistinguishable design on the shoulder (fig. 18). Other 

 
172 Agelarakis et al. 2001, 70. 
173 Agelarakis et al. 2001, 70. 
174 Mavriyannaki 1975, 42-43.  
175 Agelarakis et al. 2001, 70. 
176 Agelarakis et al. 2001, 69.  

Figure 19 Pezoulos Atsipadhes Burial 2 

grave goods (Agelarakis et al. 2001) 
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associated pottery included a small fragment of possible Close Style confirming the burial to a 

date of LM IIIC.177 There were also two joining fragments of a bronze fibula, and the handle of a 

bronze vessel associated with the burial (fig. 19). The large bronze handle would have barely fit 

inside the jug, so it is not likely that it was still attached to the original body of a vase when it was 

deposited inside of the burial. The excavators proposed that the handle might have been 

connected to a body made of perishable material that possibly disintegrated or burned on the 

pyre.178 The skeletal analysis of the remains from Burial 2 was done by Anagnostis Agelarakis in 

1998. Agelarakis found calcined skull fragments, teeth, as well as fragments of long bones and of 

the hands.179 The individual was around 40-50 years old and the teeth had evidence of periodontal 

disease, which suggests a diet in starch-rich, well-processed foods.180 The pattern of calcination 

of the bones suggests that the man was placed on the pyre on his back with his arms extended.181 

Since there was such a large number of bone fragments recovered, the remains were obviously 

carefully collected post-cremation in an effort to recover the majority of the deceased. The high 

density of these burials and the fact that they were only surrounded by stone slabs in the ground 

makes this cemetery unusual.  

During the Bronze Age on Crete, most of the burials are placed inside of chamber or 

tholos tombs, which are located within the established cemeteries of the period.182 The novelty of 

cremation was in most cases incorporated within the typical burial patterns and tomb architecture 

of the Minoan and Mycenean communities.183 At Pezoulos Atsipadhes instead we have an urn 

field cemetery, currently the only example on Crete. While there are no comparanda on Crete, the 

Pezoulos Atsipadhes urn field cemetery does bear a similarity to the urn field cemetery of Troy 

 
177 Agelarakis et al. 2001, 73. 
178 Agelarakis et al. 2001, 73. 
179Agelarakis et al. 2001. 
180Agelarakis et al. 2001. 
181Agelarakis et al. 2001. 
182 Agelarakis et al. 2001, 76. 
183 Agelarakis et al. 2001, 76. 
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Level VI.184 Pezoulos Atsipadhes also shares some traits with the earlier cremation burials at 

Olous, where the cremated remains were placed in urns of different types and interred in the 

ground outside of a tomb. There is a minimum of twenty-five cremation urns that have been 

discovered so far at Pezoulos Atsipadhes. The grave goods and urns do not show evidence of 

having been burnt, dissimilar to the burials of Olous.185  

 

The town and cemetery of Vrokastro are located on a peak 313 m above the Bay of 

Mirabello in Eastern Crete. The town is located between the north slope and the peak of 

Vrokastro, while the cemetery is south of the town on Karakovilia. The town and cemetery were 

excavated in 1910 and 1912 by Edith Hall.186 Vrokastro is one of the few towns that dates to the 

transitional period between the Late Bronze Age (LM III) and Early Iron Age. As the excavations 

took place in the early-20th century, data concerning the site and its environment are 

understandably fragmentary.187 The Vrokastro Survey Project was undertaken in an effort to place 

the Vrokastro settlement within a regional context, which could also allow scholars to understand 

better the sparse evidence from the earlier excavations.188 The mountain of Vrokastro was 

inhabited from the EM to the LM I period, with a break in habitation before the area was re-

inhabited in the LM III period. During the LM period, many of the coastal sites were being 

abandoned and the trend of nucleated settlement patterns in the mountains or on high hills 

becomes more common.189 Chamber Tomb V is on the lower foothills West of Vrokastro on the 

slope of Kopranes. This structure is corbel vaulted and roughly circular in shape, with a greatest 

width of 1.66 m and length of 2.09 m.190 The width of the dromos was 0.64 m with a height of 

 
184 See infra. 
185 Agelarakis et al. 2001, 76. 
186 Hall 1914, 82-83. 
187 Hayden et al. 1992, 293. 
188 Hayden et al. 1992, 293. 
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190 Hayden 2003, 7. 
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1.38 m.191 The tomb had been heavily disturbed with most of the vases broken and the bones 

scattered. The bones in the tomb showed clear traces of burning with one skull completely 

blackened and the other bones rendered brittle by fire.192 The pottery that was found in the tomb 

is dated to the LM IIIC period. The two handled kylix has a tall, bulging foot and one handle 

missing. The shape of this kylix is a poor copy of the kylikes of the LM III style and lends itself to 

the dating of the LM IIIC period.  There were no examples of burnt bones found inside of a vase. 

It could be that, because of the disturbed state of the tomb, no other examples survived. Based on 

the miniature bell kraters and cups found, this chamber tomb could have been reused until the 

Proto-geometric period.193  

 

Chamber Tomb I is located on 

Karakovilia and is dated to the last part of 

the Sub-Minoan period with continuation 

into the Early Protogeometric period.194 

Chamber Tomb I is rectangular in shape, 

with a short dromos leading into the tomb 

itself (fig. 20). On the wall opposite from the 

dromos and entrance is a low, circular stone 

that is located in an area that has a high 

concentration of bones and vase sherds. The 

circular stone has been interpreted as an 

 
191 Hall 1914, 149. The width of the dromos is reported as 64m, but this appears to be an error and is more 
likely 0.64 m. 
192 Hall 1914, 149. 
193 Hayden 2003, 7. 
194 Hayden 2003, 9. 

Figure 20 Chamber tomb I at Vrokastro plan and cross 

section (Hall 1914) 
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offering table.195 The contents of the tomb were very disturbed and the majority of the vases 

inside were discovered broken. The only vessels found intact were a few cups. Due to natural 

processes such as heavy rains and ground movement, fragments of pottery were dislocated some 

distance from their original location. The floor of the 

tomb had been covered with sand and river pebbles. A 

similar use of river pebbles is attested for tholoi tombs 

of the EM period. In the northeast corner of the tomb 

there was a rectangular depression which contained a 

few pot sherds. Hall concluded that it had been used 

for libations.196 According to Hall, there were at least 

six interments within Chamber Tomb I. The bones that 

were recovered from the tomb were very fragmentary 

and the majority of them showed traces of burning. There were bones that were interred outside 

of jars but, on account of their advanced state of decay, it is unknown whether they had been 

burned or not.197 Since the bones were found in a small heap, there is a possibility that it was an 

inhumation burial with the body in a contracted position. There were two examples of burned 

bones being buried within jars in this tomb. One of the vases that contained the remains was Jar 8 

(fig. 21). This jar is large and of a reddish buff. The decoration consists of horizontal bands and, 

on the shoulder, vertical lines (the outermost are fringed) to the lip of the jar. This jar also 

contained an amphora (vase 26) of fine buff clay. The amphora was decorated with horizontal 

bands and a single zigzag line on the shoulder. It has a slender foot and narrow neck, which is 

very different from the other amphora that dates to the LM III period also found in the tomb.198 

 
195 Hall 1914, 123. 
196 Hall 1914, 125. 
197 Hall 1914, 125. 
198 Hall 1914, 131. 

Figure 21 Jar 8 from Chamber 

Tomb I, Vrokastro (Hall 1914) 
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Jar 8 has been dated to the Sub-Minoan, or possibly to the Early Protogeometric, by scholars.199 A 

similar style of vase has been found at Knossos, although it is rare and has a continued use from 

the Sub-Minoan to the Early Protogeometric period. The bronze tripod support that was found in 

pieces scattered throughout the tomb dates to the Sub-Minoan period.200 Inside Chamber Tomb I, 

there were also buried the remains of approximately twenty-five iron weapons and tools.201 Based 

on the disturbed state of the tomb, it is unknown what offering correlates to each burial. Chamber 

Tomb I had pottery that dates up to the Sub-Minoan period and which shows continuation into the 

Early Protogeometric period. The presence of sand and river stones correlate to the EM tombs, 

with a fresh layer of stones being laid down before new burials were placed within a tomb. It is 

possible this could have happened in this tomb but, with the heavily disturbed strata, this is just 

speculation.  

At Vrokastro inhumation and cremation appear to have been used during the same period. 

Even in earlier tombs dating to the LM IIIC period, cremation is as common as inhumation and 

eventually becomes the preferred burial custom in later periods.  
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Chapter 7 

Cremation in other Areas 

Cremation burials became more common in the Late Minoan and Sub-Minoan periods. 

The positively attested burials are located mainly in Central and Eastern Crete, with few 

examples on the western half of the island.  

There are two regions where cremation burials were already being used during the 

Bronze Age, namely in Central Europe and the Near East. Due to its central location, the island of 

Crete lies on numerous major trade routes. Along with goods, these routes also allowed for ideas 

and customs to flow between different cultures. The most likely area for the introduction of 

cremation to Crete seems to be from the Near East, potentially Troy. Cremation burials had been 

occurring at Troy since the late 14th or early 13th centuries.202 It is unknown from where the region 

of Troy was introduced to the custom of cremation burials, but scholars have proposed Syria 

among other regions as a potential influence.203  

 At Troy, during survey work looking for early tombs conducted by Carl Blegen and his 

team, a cinerary urn field was found west of the South Gate. This area had been noted before by 

Wilhelm Dörpfeld in 1893 as having urns filled with ashes and bones, but no further digging was 

done and it was not marked on a map.204 This area was fully excavated by Blegen’s team after 

they noted broken pottery sherds dating to the VI level. The area had been disturbed in both 

ancient and modern times. A Hellenistic and Roman town once stood on this same southern 

border of the plateau. In modern times, a military trench, presumably from 1915, was also dug in 

this area down to the native rock. According to the local workmen, there were rumours in the 

neighbouring villages that stated the soldiers digging their entrenchments had found a treasure of 
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gold.205 This report could not be confirmed further, and the excavators could not learn anything 

more specific about it. Modern quarrying of the limestone bluffs also posed a problem as it 

encroached on the cemetery and destroyed parts of it. Even with the continuous activity at the 

site, excavators did find layers of hard-packed, ashy earth that were undisturbed. These 

undisturbed urns were grouped together in lines in the central area of the cemetery. The urns had 

most commonly been placed on the bedrock, with a packing of rocks around them in an attempt 

to keep them upright. A few were still intact, albeit badly cracked; some had fallen over and been 

crushed into small fragments. Along the west side of the cemetery, the lower portion of four large 

pithoi was found. These pithoi were decorated with raised horizontal bands placed at intervals 

around the bodies. The pithoi were set into hollowed areas of the bedrock and also held in place 

by a packing of rocks. All of the pithoi, dated to the Sixth Settlement, were used as cinerary urns, 

but they were all damaged and had their contents disturbed. Pithos No. 4 had the most finds 

associated with it out of the four excavated. It contained 44 sherds of Grey Minyan Ware and Tan 

Wares of the late Sixth Settlement, an animal’s tooth, seven fragments of bone, and a flat stone 

which had served as its lid.206 Since none of these pithoi were undisturbed, no conclusions can be 

made on the possible contents or the significance of using pithoi instead of smaller urns.  

 Burial Urn No. 1 was a large krater of Shape C 70 in Grey Minyan Ware. The krater was 

three-quarters of the way full of grey, ashy earth mixed with hundreds of badly splintered, partly 

calcined human bones. Mixed with this ash and bone fragments were some larger bone fragments 

and 19 vertebrae.207 There were also a cardium shell, fragments of a bronze pin, two beads of 

paste, six whorls of terracotta, three vases, a kylix in Grey Minyan Ware, a stemmed goblet in 

Mycenaean Ware, and a small stirrup vase also in Mycenaean Ware.208 The kylix in Grey Minyan 

Ware was potentially used to cover the urn after the cremated body was placed inside. The 
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skeletal analysis of the remains in Urn 1 identified the deceased as a sub-adult female or possibly 

an adolescent. Based on reduplication of skeletal elements, it is likely that there were the remains 

of another female skeleton of a similar age to the first.   

 Burial Urn No. 12 was also a krater of Shape C 70 in Tan Ware. The krater contained 

ashy earth with many splinters of partially calcined human bones. There was also a fragment of a 

large loop of bronze, perhaps a bracelet, fragments of small bronze ring still encircling a piece of 

bone, two small fragments of white quartz, and a perforated whetstone.209 There was also a bowl 

of Shape A 49 in Tan Ware, which excavators thought was used to cover the urn. There were 

animal bones found under the urn. The human remains of Urn 12 were largely fragmented and it 

was only possible to identify the deceased as a male individual. 

 From all of the recovered pottery sherds, the pottery menders of the excavation were able 

to put back together 147 additional urns. If these 147 urns are added together with the 4 pithoi, 19 

jars that were unbroken, and the 2 urns found by Dörpfeld in 1893, there is a minimum number of 

182 cinerary urns.210 This also means that this cinerary urn field had a minimum of 182 burials as 

there are instances of more than one individual inside of an urn. Even though this is a large 

number of burials, this would not have been the only cemetery that was in use during the Sixth 

Settlement. In this urn field, there is no uniformity in the urns themselves - there are many 

different sizes and shapes present, although large kraters seem to have been preferred, possibly 

because the wide neck made them easier to deposit the remains inside.211 Since these burials had 

scarce grave goods, it is thought that the deceased were from poor families. Alternatively, it is 

possible that the majority of the grave goods would have been destroyed in the pyre fire.  

The anthropological review of the remains showed that not only adults were cremated, 

but also the remains of prematurely born infants. The analysis of the skeletal remains for Troy 
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level VI show that the life expectancy was not very high. A high percentage of the burials 

(40.63%) were infants under the age of 7 years, 6.25% of the burials were children aged 7-14 

years and 3.13% of the burials were adolescents.212 The remaining 50% of the burials were adults. 

This means that a large portion of the burials are categorized as children or infants under the age 

of seven years, although the remains of children between two and six years of age were not found 

at Troy VI, since the majority of the burials in the category from zero to seven years of age are 

newborns or premature infants.213 This number confirms a high infant mortality rate in Troy VI 

and also confirms the high fertility and youth of the population.214 This information allows for us 

to understand that the population at Troy level VI was young enough to produce a high number of 

infants. With a high infant mortality rate from various factors there would have been a continuous 

desire for children that would grow into adulthood.  

 

The islands Karpathos, Kasos and Saria are located between the islands of Crete and 

Rhodes (fig. 22). Karpathos is in a geographically strategic position, as on a clear day, the 

mountains on both Crete and Rhodes are visible. Karpathos is a part of the stepping stones, a 

natural sea bridge that links East Crete to the southwestern coast of the Carian peninsula.215 

Excavations concerning the prehistoric archaeology on the island have been mostly chance 

discoveries or survey studies, with no systematic excavations having been done to date. On the 

three islands, there is a total of forty-two sites with traces of Minoan or Mycenaean occupation.216 

This includes cemeteries and settlements, but there are also sites that are represented only by the 

discovery of few sherds.217 The majority of these sites are farm settlements. On Karpathos, in the 

region of Arkassa, a Minoan cemetery and corresponding settlement were discovered. The 
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cemetery is located in the area of Vonies and was discovered in 1980 by accident. The chamber 

tomb at Vonies contained three to four interments, with one interment placed within a clay coffin 

(fig. 22). One meter west of the coffin was a thin layer of ash and black earth containing small 

fragments of burnt bones, mainly from a skull.218 The grave offerings were quite extensive, with 

sixty vases and two bronze rings dated from 

the LM III A2 to the LM III B1. Melas has 

compared this burial to the cremation found 

at Müskebi on the Halicarnassos peninsula, 

located in present-day Turkey.219 The 

cremation burial at Müskebi is dated to the 

LM III A-B period220 and is represented by a 

single layer of ash on the floor of a 

Mycenaean chamber tomb with no skeletal 

remains.221 A glaring difference between the 

cremations at Arkassa and Müskebi is the 

lack of skeletal remains at the latter. Without 

burnt human remains, it would be hard to 

identify a layer of ash as a cremation. This 

burnt layer could represent many different 

things, with a cremation being only one of 

the possibilities. Without the presence of 

burnt human remains, I find this a very tentative connection when considering that there are 

positively identified cremations present in other areas of Greece and the Near East dating to the 

 
218 Melas 1983, 55. 
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Figure 22 Map of Prehistoric settlement on 

Kasos, Karpathos and Saria. Inset, plan of the 

LM tomb at Vonies, Karpathos (Melas 1983) 
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same period. The other possible cremation found on the island of Karpathos is located in Tou 

Stavrou to Kefali. This cremation is reported to have been found in an amphoroid crater dating to 

the LM III A2 period.222 There are no further details known about the burial, but it seems that the 

crater may have been used as a cremation urn. If this was the case, there is a strong parallel to the 

cremation burials present at Olous on Crete. Both of the cremations at Olous and Karpathos 

appear to have started during the LM III A2 period. Kanta has proposed that - based on the 

similar date, use of an urn for deposition, and proximity of Karpathos to Crete - the cremations 

appear to follow the movement of trade from Asia Minor to Crete.223 The flow of ideas from 

Crete to Asia Minor is attributed to trade between the areas, based on finds in both areas. Kanta 

proposes that the settlement at Olous may be a maritime population involving traders and 

seafarers mixed with local populations that are forming elements of the “Koine” culture of the 

end of the Bronze Age.224 With cremations beginning at an earlier period in Asia Minor in areas 

like Troy, tracing the spread of cremation from the East to the West is critical in determining 

where the influence is coming from. The cremations present on Karpathos are a further link 

showing that cremation burials are moving from the East across the smaller islands that are 

linking the LM III A2 cremations on Crete to the East and not the arrival of the Myceneans from 

the mainland.  

 On the mainland of Greece, we see a gradual introduction of cremation into Mycenaean 

tombs. This slow introduction of cremation as a burial practice on the mainland follows a similar 

timeline to that on Crete. These cremation burials were placed inside traditional Mycenaean 

tholos tombs, which also contained other inhumation burials. The grave goods that are associated 

with the cremation burials do not show any distinction between the cremation burials and 

inhumation. Since these burials are contained within Mycenaean tombs, with other Mycenaean 

 
222 Melas 1983, 56. 
223 Kanta 2001, 64. 
224 Kanta 2001, 64. 



 

 

 

69 

inhumation burials, the cremated individuals are thought to be Mycenaean peoples. The 

introduction of cremation to the mainland is thought to have been influenced by tolerance of 

ritual diversity, whether introduced through marriage, adoption of foreign customs, or for other 

causes.225 Trade connections between Troy and the mainland Mycenaeans are established by 

Mycenaean pottery that has been found at Troy. I believe that these early instances of cremation 

on the mainland can possibly be attributed to foreigners that were integrated into the Mycenaean 

culture but continued to use their own burial customs. The earliest example of cremation on the 

mainland is in Messenia at Tragana in Tholos Tomb 2, dating to the LH IIIA. Tholos Tomb 2 was 

built partially underground of large dressed stones and had a covering mound.226 This cremation 

burial is an isolated incident on the mainland. The remains of two young women or, as they have 

been commonly called, ‘young princesses’, were deposited inside of a pit.227 The cremations were 

primary burials as they were contained in a pit that was cut into the floor of the tholos. This tomb 

also had a number of inhumation burials present inside with some also cut into the floor of the 

tomb. The mixture of inhumation burials and cremation is a common phenomenon when a new 

burial practice is being introduced into a culture.228  

 A later instance of cremation on mainland Greece has been found at Chania, near 

Mycenae, and it is dated to the LH IIIC period. Chania is located on a plain between two rivers 

and is three kilometers southwest of the acropolis of Mycenae. This town and its cemetery are 

located along a main road that connected Mycenae to Argos. The site was brought to the attention 

of Bernhard Steffen, who published the site in 1884.229 Steffen documented it as Chani, as it was 

named by the villagers who knew of the ruins.230 The excavation took place in 1983-1984 

because the proprietor of the land wanted to cultivate the land by deep ploughing and excavations 

 
225 Cavanagh and Mee 1998, 108. 
226 Papadimitriou 2015, 82 
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had to happen before the ploughing.231 The excavations revealed a circular stone wall 1-1.20 m 

thick with a diameter of 20 m. This wall is well-constructed, with an outer face of large, 

unworked blocks and orthostates of limestone and conglomerate stone.232 The inner face is level, 

but not as well-constructed as the external side. The entire tumulus-circle structure was filled with 

stones of various size and shape. On the upper surface of the structure, with the appearance of a 

tumulus was a mass of unbaked red clay. This red clay was unearthed in many areas and is 

thought to have originally covered the entire structure to stop rainwater from penetrating lower 

levels.233 The nine cremation burials within the tumulus were located at different depths, which 

ranged from 10 cm to 45 cm below the modern surface.234 The primary burial was placed into a 

circular pit in the ground before the tumulus was constructed around it. This circular pit 

containing the urn was covered by a large rectangular poros block. This is the only burial that was 

placed inside of a dug pit, while all of the other urns were dug between the stones of the fill level 

covering the original burial. Despite the large size of the tumulus, there were only nine burials 

that where recovered. The burials were primarily gathered in the centre of the structure, with the 

exception of the main burial located in the northeastern quarter near the wall.235 Based on the lack 

of burnt layers within the tumulus, the bodies were likely burned elsewhere, and the gathered 

remains placed here. The primary burial in the pit was given the name Cremation 7. Cremation 7 

was contained within a bi-conical jug that has a hollow rim and a flat handle from the neck to the 

shoulder. The jug is decorated with a dark painted ring around the lip and three painted rings 

around the shoulder. The handle is decorated with a band around the base and a figure eight 

shaped loop. This decoration on this jug shares traits with a vase from Tiryns and a cremation urn 
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from Argos.236 This jug was covered by a shallow angular bowl with horizontal flat handles. The 

linear decoration consists of one band at the carination on the outside, one on the inside at the 

rim, another band inside at the carination, and a faded spiral or concentric circles on the 

bottom.237 This type of vase is common in Argolid in the LH IIIC Advanced phase, and a similar 

vase was found as an urn covering at Argos.238 By being able to securely date the pottery in the 

primary burial to the LH IIIC Advanced phase, this gives the later tumulus a terminus post quem 

of the LH IIIC. The anthropological study of Cremation 7 found the remains of two individuals 

within the urn. There were fragments of long bones and skull bones. The bones showed a medium 

level of deformation from the pyre.239 The remains are of an adult male and a child between the 

ages of 1-4 years old.240 Since this burial was undisturbed, it allowed for the certain identification 

of an adult male and a child having been buried together, even if their deaths occurred at slightly 

different times.241 The joint burial of a child with an adult, female or male, is attested in many 

MH inhumation cist graves and it is thought that the child would have had the protection of an 

adult in the afterlife.242 All of the other cremations that are in the tumulus date to after its 

construction and after this primary burial.243 The other eight cremation burials in the tumulus are 

dated to after the primary burial Cremation 7. These burials are numbered from 1 to 6 and from 8 

to 9. All of these burials are located in the central area of the tumulus with the primary burial 

being the furthest away from the centre of the construction. The burials all contained very 

fragmented pieces of bone that tend to be whitish in colour. Based on the fragmentary condition 

of the remains it was difficult to identify sex and age of the remains in cremation urns 2, 3, 6.244 

Cremation 1 is identified as a possible young adult. Cremation 4 had the remains of an adult 
 

236 Palaiologou 2010, 264. 
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238 Palaiologou 2010, 264. 
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inside of the urn and outside the urn were the possible remains of an infant. Cremation 8 

contained the remains of a child between the years of one to three at the time of death.245 

Cremation 8 is very interesting as the burial is that of a small child, but the grave goods include a 

bronze ring that would not have fit a small child. The grave goods instead seem to reflect the 

living individuals rather than the child they were burying.246 The hammered bronze ring is also 

the only metal found in the whole cemetery and is the only item that clearly differentiates the 

social status of the individual compared to the other burials.247 Almost all of these cremations are 

dated to the MH IIIC Middle period based on the styles of pottery into which the remains were 

interred. Cremation 2 is dated as the final burial placed into the tumulus and is dated to the LH 

IIIC Late period.248 Based on the pottery dating from the primary cremation urn, the tumulus was 

in use during the LH IIIC period. The dating of the pottery from all of the remaining burials to the 

MH IIIC period shows reuse of pottery from the MH IIIC period in the LH IIIC.  
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Chapter 8 

Funeral of Patroklos 

 The closest primary source to burials of this period is the Iliad. The Iliad, in its written 

form dated to the mid 8th-century BCE, describes some elements of a period that correlates to the 

end of the Bronze Age. It is well-attested that, by the Late Minoan and Sub-Minoan periods, there 

is a Mycenaean presence on Crete.249 The Iliad is a valuable source because, even though it relies 

on an oral tradition that allowed for embellishments by storytellers in later periods, the main story 

and major details remain the same. The cremation of the body of Patroklos gives us a detailed 

description of a cremation in the Bronze Age. I am arguing that even though some of the very 

descriptive details pertaining to the cremation could not be true of the Bronze Age, the majority 

of the ritual surrounding the burial is most likely true. Due to the status of Patroklos as a close 

friend and confidant of Akhilleus, his burial and cremation is that of a hero, not that of an average 

person. Even though this is a burial of a hero, there are still correlations that can be drawn 

between the archaeological evidence of burials for individuals not of heroic standards.  

 Book 23 of the Iliad narrates the funeral and funerary games dedicated to Patroklos. The 

funeral begins with the Myrmidons riding their horses around the body of Patroklos in mourning. 

A funeral feast then takes place after which Akhilleus falls asleep. While Akhilleus is sleeping 

Patroklos appears to him and asks him to hurry the funerary rites. The following day wood is 

gathered for the pyre to comply with Patroklos’ wishes. The body was then moved to the area that 

Akhilleus had chosen for the pyre. The pyre was built “…100 feet long this way and that way” 250 

and the body was laid at the peak of it. The body was wrapped in sheep and cattle fat and the 

skinned animals were also laid on the pyre. Jars containing oil and honey were placed beside the 

body. Two of Patroklos’ dogs and four horses were slain and laid on the pyre. Twelve sons of the 
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Trojans were slain and laid near the outer edges of the pyre. A prayer to Boreas and Zephyros 

(the North and West winds) was made to light the pyre and help it burn well. The pyre then 

burned all night long with an inhuman blaze and the following morning the pyre was 

extinguished with wine. Once the fire was extinguished the bones and ash of Patroklos were 

gathered and placed inside of a golden jar. The jar was then placed inside of Akhilleus’ tent under 

a veil. A small grave mound was then made, which would be enlarged after the death of 

Akhilleus.  

 In the Iliad there are specific passages that can give some insight that can be tentatively 

applied to cremation burials during the Bronze Age. After the pyre is built and the body is placed 

on the top. The Iliad states:  

“πολλὰ δὲ ἴφια μῆλα καὶ εἰλίποδας ἕλικας βοῦς 

πρόσθε πυρῆς ἔδερόν τε καὶ ἄμφεπον: ἐκ δ᾽ ἄρα πάντων 

δημὸν ἑλὼν ἐκάλυψε νέκυν μεγάθυμος Ἀχιλλεὺς 

ἐς πόδας ἐκ κεφαλῆς, περὶ δὲ δρατὰ σώματα νήει.” 

 

“and in front of it skinned and set in order numbers  

of fat sheep and shambling horn-curved cattle; and from all 

great-hearted Achilleus took the fat and wrapped the corpse in it  

from head to foot, and piled up the skinned bodies about it.”251 

 

From this passage the last lines are some of the most important. Verses 168-169 state that the 

body is wrapped in fat from the cows and sheep that were sacrificed. The fat from the sheep and 

cows would have acted as an accelerant. This would have made the fire around the body of 

Patroklos burn hotter than the surrounding areas of the pyre. This fat would help to ensure that the 

body would have been thoroughly burned by the time that the pyre burned out. The other passage 

that I am calling to attention is that between verses 250-255. In these verses it is said that the pyre 
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had been burning all night with an inhumane blaze due to the wind gods, Boreas and Zephyros. 

The fire is then put out by pouring wine onto the flames. The use of wine, or even the potential 

use of water, to put out a pyre fire would cause the bones to undergo a shock in temperature. This 

temperature shock would cause the bones to fracture even further creating smaller bone fragments 

and ash. In the following verses after the pyre was extinguished “they gathered up the white 

bones of their gentle companion, weeping and put them into a golden jar.”252 The reference to the 

white colour of the bones (ὀστέα λευκὰ) gives a hint to us that the bones were calcined. For bones 

to become white and calcined they must meet a minimum firing temperature of 650 degrees 

Celsius during the burning process.253 A study by Mary C. Steiner and Steven L. Kuhn titled 

Differential Burning, Recrystallization, and Fragmentation of Archaeological Bone used fresh 

and archaeological bone in an effort to better understand the process of cremation burials.254 As 

bones get higher on a burn scale, they begin to change in colour from 0, which is fresh unburnt 

bone, 1-3 is blackened and carbonized bone and 4-6 is partially or fully calcined, which are white 

in colour. When bones become calcined, they fracture easily creating small fragments and ash. 

This happens because the internal matrix of the bone has been destroyed by the fire.255 The study 

found that bones were easily calcined in an open campfire fed with Mediterranean hardwood, 

while bones buried just a few centimeters below the soil could only be burned to the point of 

carbonization.256 This means that for bones to become white in colour they would have to be 

exposed to the flames directly. Due to the fire increasing fragmentation of the bones, many of the 

identifiable features are normally lost within a few years after deposition.257 This study helps to 

shed light on the fact that during the Bronze Age cremation fires would be able to calcinate bones 

 
252 Iliad, 23. 252-253 (Transl. R. Lattimore 2011). The original Greek is as follows: “κλαίοντες δ᾽ ἑτάροιο 
ἐνηέος ὀστέα λευκὰ / ἄλλεγον ἐς χρυσέην φιάλην καὶ δίπλακα δημόν”.  
253 Boness and Goren 2017, 511. 
254 Steiner et al. 1995. 
255 Steiner et al. 1995, 229. 
256 Steiner et al. 1995, 235. 
257 Steiner et al. 1995, 235. 
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using a fire fed with only Mediterranean hardwoods. This means that the description of the white 

bones in the Iliad would have been achievable. Also, when looking at archaeological records 

from the Bronze Age, there are many instances of bones being partially or fully calcined. So, we 

know not only that it was feasible to burn remains until the point of calcination, but also that it 

was actually being done in the Bronze Age.  
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Chapter 9 

Conclusions 

 Tomb architecture and funerary practices listed throughout this paper are not a complete 

list of funerary practices in Bronze Age Crete. There is a wide variety of tomb architecture 

present on Bronze Age Crete and due to page constraints not all could be included or discussed. 

During the Bronze Age funerary practices on Crete varied with many different types of tomb 

architecture being used. The regional variation that is present in the EM period becomes less 

noticeable in the later periods as ideas move more easily around the island through trade. Natural 

features and constructed tombs are continually exploited as areas to deposit the deceased. Within 

these tombs the burials tended to be communal. Communal burials were present from the EM 

period down to the LM and SM period. The burials in the later periods tend to have a further 

division of space within the tombs with the use of larnakes. This further division of space created 

an individualistic quality within the tomb that was not present in the EM, where all the remains 

were commingled. The tholos tomb was the tomb architecture that was constantly used 

throughout the Minoan period. Tholos tombs first appear on Crete in the EM period and spread 

out from the Asterousa mountain region. By the SM period tholos tombs can be found across 

Crete. Many other types of tombs were used by the Minoans and preference of the architecture 

appears to have been very fluid in nature. Different tomb types would gain in popularity then 

eventually become used less widely, with a new tomb type gaining in popularity.   

 

The main dominant burial practice through the Bronze Age on Crete was the use of 

inhumation. The Minoans inhumed the remains of their deceased from the EM to almost the LM 

period, with the exception of a single cremation in the MM III period. The first continued use of 

cremation on Crete that are a continued burial practice began at Olous in the LM IIIA2 period. 
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These burials are unlike the burials that we have seen in the EM and MM periods. These burials 

were being placed outside of the traditional tomb structures of the Minoan period. This departure 

from the traditional tomb structures on Crete point to a settlement of people with different burial 

customs. The geographic location of Olous had a combination of a remote and mountainous area 

while also being easily accessible by the sea allowing for easy transfer of ideas. It is possible that 

the Olous cemetery with its mixed burial customs might have belonged to a community of 

seafarers that did not need the permanence of family tombs for a very mobile population.258  

The other site where cremation burials are present on Crete and are not found within the 

typical burial architecture of the island of Crete is at Pezoulos Atsipadhes. The presence of an urn 

field cemetery on Crete is a direct break from the mode of deposition across the island that tended 

to include funeral architecture. The use of urns as receptacles for the cremated remains of 

individuals then placed into the ground is more similar to the burials at Olous or the urnfield 

cemetery at Troy level VI. The absence of traces of fire on the grave goods and pottery is a 

departure from what is seen at both Olous and Troy where burning is present. By the later date of 

the LM IIIC period it is possible that foreigners moved into the more remote area of Pezoulos 

Atsipadhes and continued their practice of cremation with the slight change of not burning grave 

goods. Even with grave goods being burned at Olous and not at Pezoulos Atsipadhes, both of 

these cemeteries are a direct break from the traditional funerary practices on Crete and should be 

looked at as separate from the traditional Cretan cemeteries.  

The later site of Vrokastro is what we would expect to see if a culture incorporated and 

adapted a foreign funerary custom into their own culture. The cremations at Vrokastro are placed 

within the already-established archetype of chamber tombs and tholos tombs of the period and 

culture.259 The cemetery at Vrokastro is most likely the incorporation of a funerary practice into 

the typical cemeteries of the period. These cremations that date to the end of the Bronze Age, 

 
258 Kanta 2001, 64-65. 
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which are within the typical chamber and tholos tombs, can be seen as the foundation for the 

large number of cremations that are present in the Iron Age on Crete.  

The use of the Iliad as a reference source may actually help to understand the way 

cremation was carried out at the end of the Bronze Age. Archaeological evidence finds calcined 

bone at many sites on Crete during the Bronze Age. This information, in combination with the 

study by Steiner and Kuhn, confirms that calcined bone was achievable with only the use of a 

hardwood fire on a pyre.260 This evidence supports some of the description that is given in the 

Iliad concerning the funeral of Patroklos. The description of the bones of Patroklos as being 

turned white by the pyre fire shows that the author(s) is intimately familiar with the effects of a 

body being placed on a pyre. Using just a hardwood fire would have been able to achieve 

calcined bone, which is white in colour. The addition of accelerants to the pyre like olive oil, both 

mentioned in book 23, would have possibly made the fire even hotter, furthering the fracturing 

process and turning the bones into smaller fragments and ash. The connection of both 

archaeological and literary evidence gives further firm evidence that the Iliad is an epic poem 

with not only a riveting narrative but also truth behind the story.  

Due to the location of Crete within important trade routes in the Mediterranean, the 

inhabitants of the island benefited from the transfer of cultural ideas along these trade routes. 

Cultural ideas and relations between these areas are confirmed by Minoan objects and pottery that 

was found in areas where trade had to have taken place. Crete was connected to Egypt, Mainland 

Greece, the Cycladic and Dodecanese islands, Cyprus, Rhodes, and the Near East. Crete had 

established trade with the majority of these areas as early as the EM period and all of them by the 

MM period.261 Bronze Age Crete was a starting point for trade to the Near East with stops at 

Kasos, Karpathos, Rhodes, Tilos, Nisyros, and Cos.262 This pattern of stops along the trade routes 

 
260 Steiner et al. 1995. 
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began in the Early Bronze Age and the trade relations would have only grown as trading 

progressed through the remainder of the Bronze Age. The confirmed cremations on Crete at 

Olous and those at Arkassa on Karpathos both date to the LM III A2 period. The cremations are 

happening at the same time on relatively close island along a trade route that connects both 

islands to the Near East. This trade route seems to be where the flow of cultural ideas was 

originating from. With the earliest cremations in the Near East located at Troy level VI it is 

possible that since they date to the late 14th or early 13th centuries there is a 200-300 year range 

where cremation has a chance to spread from Troy to other areas. Cremation most likely spreads 

out from Troy along the trade routes with the movements of people, which is confirmed by 

cremation burials that happened along trade routes that connected Crete to the East. This early use 

of cremation on Crete allows for this new burial practice to gain in popularity among the 

inhabitants on the island. This sets up the framework for the Iron Age where Crete becomes an 

area where cremation is the main burial practice.  

The archaeological evidence of cremations on Crete beginning in the LM III A2 period 

when linked with the cremation on the island of Karpathos creates a strong link that the burial 

practice of cremation came along the trade routes connecting these small islands with the Near 

East. Due to cremation burials still being a scattered occurrence on the Mainland of Greece 

during the LH III period it is unlikely that the Mycenaeans brought cremation to Crete, when 

large scale cremations were already happening on the island. It is more likely that the two areas 

came into contact with cremation through trade with the Near East at different points in their 

history.
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Appendix A 

Cremation Burials Present on Crete 

 

Grave/Tomb 

Number 

Date Type  Place of 

Deposition 

Grave goods Remains Bibliography  

       

Ailias at 

Knossos 

      

Tomb IX MM III Cremated remains 

on the floor level 

Chamber tomb Unknown Unknown Hood and Boardman 1955: pp. 3 – 38. 

       

Olous       

Grave 24 LM IIIB Sarcophagus 

shaped like a 

bathtub  

Placed in a rock 

crevice 

Two offerings 

outside of the 

sarcophagus: a jug 

and a three handled 

vase. 

Two offerings inside 

of the sarcophagus: 

cup and a soapstone 

seal 

Two 

individuals  

van Effenterre 1948: p. 10. 
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Grave 25 LM IIIB Sarcophagus 

shaped like a 

bathtub 

Placed in a rock 

crevice 

One amphora with 

no visible decoration 

Three 

individuals 

van Effenterre 1948: p. 51. 

Grave 26 LM IIIB Sarcophagus 

shaped like a 

bathtub 

Placed in a rock 

crevice 

No offerings Two 

individuals 

van Effenterre 1948. 

Grave 27 LM IIIA2 Pithos Burial Placed in a rock 

crevice  

Three offering inside 

the pithos: cup, 

tripodic vase, and 

vase.  

Two offerings 

outside of the pithos: 

beaked jug and three 

handled jug 

One individual Kanta 2001 pp. 59-68. 

van Effenterre 1948 p. 11. 

 

 

Grave 28 LM IIIA2 Pithos Burial Placed in a rock 

crevice  

One skyphos, two 

bronze razor blades 

One individual van Effenterre 1948 p. 55, 59. 

Grave 29 LM IIIA2 Pithos Burial Placed in a rock 

crevice 

No offerings One individual van Effenterre 1948. 

Grave 30 LM IIIA2 Pithos Burial Placed in a rock 

crevice 

One jug One individual van Effenterre 1948 p. 54. 

Grave 31 LM IIIA2 Pithos Burial Placed in a rock 

crevice 

One jug One individual van Effenterre 1948 p.  54. 
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Grave 32 LM IIIA2 Pithos Burial Placed in a rock 

crevice 

No offerings One individual van Effenterre 1948. 

Grave 33 LM IIIA2 Pithos Burial Placed in a rock 

crevice 

One water jug One individual van Effenterre 1948 p. 58. 

Grave 34 LM IIIA2 Pithos Burial Placed in a rock 

crevice 

One bronze ring One individual van Effenterre 1948 p. 59. 

Grave 35 LM IIIA2 Pithos Burial Placed in a rock 

crevice 

No offerings One individual van Effenterre 1948. 

Grave 36 LM IIIA2 Pithos Burial Placed in a rock 

crevice 

One bronze hatchet One individual van Effenterre 1948 p. 59. 

Grave 37 LM IIIA2 Pithos Burial Placed in a rock 

crevice 

One jug One individual van Effenterre 1948 p. 54. 

Grave 38 LM IIIA2 Pithos Burial Placed in a rock 

crevice 

One stone spindle 

whorl  

One individual van Effenterre 1948 p. 58. 

Grave 39 LM IIIA2 Pithos Burial Placed in a rock 

crevice 

One pelike  One individual van Effenterre 1948 p. 52. 

Grave 40 LM IIIA2 Pithos Burial Placed in a rock 

crevice 

No offerings One individual van Effenterre 1948. 

Grave 41 LM IIIA2 Pithos Burial Placed in a rock 

crevice 

No offerings One individual van Effenterre 1948. 

Grave 42 LM IIIA2 Pithos Burial Placed in a rock 

crevice 

One plain black slip 

amphoriskos. 

One individual van Effenterre 1948 p. 51. 
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Grave 43 LM IIIA2 Pithos Burial Placed in a rock 

crevice 

No offerings One individual van Effenterre 1948. 

Grave 44 LM IIIA2 Pithos Burial Placed in a rock 

crevice 

No offerings One individual van Effenterre 1948. 

Grave 45 LM IIIA2 Pithos Burial Placed in a rock 

crevice 

No offerings One individual van Effenterre 1948. 

Grave 46 LM IIIA2 Pithos Burial Placed in a rock 

crevice 

No offerings One individual van Effenterre 1948. 

Grave 47 LM IIIA2 Pithos Burial Placed in a rock 

crevice 

One stone vase One individual van Effenterre 1948 p. 58. 

Grave 48 LM IIIA2 Pithos Burial Placed in a rock 

crevice 

No offerings One individual van Effenterre 1948. 

Grave 49 LM IIIA2 Pithos Burial Placed in a rock 

crevice 

No offerings One individual van Effenterre 1948. 

Grave 50 LM IIIA2 Pithos Burial Placed in a rock 

crevice 

No offerings One individual van Effenterre 1948. 

Grave 51 LM IIIA2 Pithos Burial Placed in a rock 

crevice 

No offerings One individual van Effenterre 1948. 

      *Three of the pithos burials contained 

the unburnt remains of infants. The 

publication by van Effenterre does not 

specify which burials contained 
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children so they have all been included 

in this table. 

       

Pezoulos 

Atsipadhes 

      

      All previous cremation burials at 

Pezoulos Atsipadhes are noted in 

Petroulakis 1915, but not in great 

depth. 

Burial 1 LM IIIC Jar Placed in the 

ground 

No finds No identifiable 

bone 

fragments 

Agelarkis et al. 2001 pp. 69 – 82. 

 

 

Burial 2 LM IIIC Collared Jar Placed in the 

ground 

Pottery fragment, 

bronze handle, and 

fragments of a 

bronze fibula 

1 individual, 

male 40-50 

years old 

Agelarkis et al. 2001 pp. 69 – 82. 

 

Burial 3 LM IIIC Amphora Placed in the 

ground 

Fragments possibly 

of a bronze pin 

1 individual, 

male between 

18-35 years 

old 

Agelarkis et al. 2001 pp. 69 – 82. 

 

       

Praisos        
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 LM IIIC Larnax Tholos tomb Unknown Unknown To Ergon tis Arkaiologikis Etaireias 

kata to 1960 (1961),, pp. 212 – 213. 

       

Myrsini       

 LM IIIC Urn Chamber tomb Unknown Unknown Platon 1959, p. 372. 

       

Kritsa       

 LM IIIC Pyxis Chamber tomb  Unknown  Unknown Platon 1951, p. 444. 

       

Liliana       

Tomb D (or 

Tomba dei 

Plebei) 

LM IIIC 

(or perhaps 

Sub-

Minoan) 

Vessel Chamber tomb Toy (clay horse) Remains of a 

child 

Savignoni 1904, p. 642. 

 

Borda1946. 

       

Mouliana       

Tomb A LM IIIC – 

Sub-

Minoan 

Bell-shaped krater  Tholos tomb Unknown Unknown Xanthoudides 1924.  

       

Valis       

 LM IIIC or Urn Tholos tomb Unknown Remains of a Branigan 1970. p. 22. 
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Sub-

Minoan 

child 

       

Vrokastro        

Chamber 

Tomb V 

LM IIIC Jar Corbel vaulted 

chamber tomb 

Unknown Unknown Hall 1914. 

Hayden 2003. 

Hayden et al. 1992. 

Chamber 

Tomb I 

Sub-

Minoan 

(possibly 

Early 

Protogeom

etric) 

Jar Corbel vaulted 

chamber tomb 

Small amphora with 

zigzag decoration 

Unknown Hall 1914. 
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