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Abstract  

 
In 1763, following the Treaty of Paris, Quebec City officially became a major 

British garrison. As a result, there was a constant and substantial presence of Anglophone 

and Protestant young men, the majority of them single, in a city with a civilian population 

mostly French and Catholic. Over 600 of these military men married during their time in 

the city. However, previous historiography of the garrison of Quebec City has overlooked 

the women who became army wives.  

Looking at the period 1763-1820, this study examines women’s experiences of 

marriage in the British garrison of Quebec City with particular considerations of the social 

divisions between officers and soldiers’ wives. Marriage in the British garrison of Quebec 

happened in a specific colonial context, in which military, religious and political factors 

played out on marriages. Focusing on the women who married British soldiers or officers 

reveals that the garrison remained a distinct entity in Quebec City with a dominant British 

culture; at the same time, it was a porous entity that mirrored the cultural and social 

diversity of the city. The close proximity in which the military and the civilian populations 

lived in the urban space resulted in a significant degree of integration between the two 

populations through marriage. This study thus aims to demonstrate that although army 

wives were a minority of the military population, they were an integral part of the garrison 

and contributed to shaping Quebec City’s social dynamic throughout the British regime. 
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Introduction 

“Am I, a d’Haberville, to set the example of the noble daughters of Canada by being 

twice conquered?”1 In August, 1767, Blanche D’Haberville refused the marriage proposal 

of Scottish officer Archibald Cameron, even though she loved him, because it would be a 

second humiliation so soon after the Conquest of New France by the British.2 This scene 

from the highly popular novel Canadians of Old by Philippe-Joseph Aubert de Gaspé is set 

four years after the end of the war. The nationalist novel was highly influential in the 

decades following its publication in 1863, and contributed to strengthen in French 

Canadian’s collective memory the danger of everything British.3 However, the reality of 

Canadiennes4 women marrying Englishmen appeared as early as the Fall 1759, when the 

fate of the colony was not yet settled.5 (Canada’s establishment as a British colony only 

became official in 1763) In a brochure published in 1966, historian Michel Brunet asked 

the rhetorical question: “Plusieurs jeunes filles, appartenant aux familles de la classe 

dirigeante, n’avaient-elles pas épousé, immédiatement après la capitulation de Québec et 

de Montréal, des officiers de l’armée victorieuse?”6 

The question is worth asking in a non-rhetorical way. In March 1764, the newly 

appointed Governor James Murray wrote in a letter to Colonel Burton (the commander of 

                                                
1 Katherine L. Morrison, “The Only Canadians: Canada’s French and the British Connection,” International 
Journal of Canadian Studies, no. 37 (2008):182. 
2The author Philippe-Joseph Aubert de Gaspé (1786-1871) acknowledged in a footnote that a Canadienne 
he knew (but whom he preferred not to name) did refuse a proposal by one of James Wolfe’s Scottish 
officer in similar circumstances as in the novel. Philippe Aubert de Gaspé, Les Anciens Canadiens 
(Montréal: Bibliothèque Québécoise, 1994), 297-317.  
3 Morrison, “The Only Canadians,”182. 
4 Since the early days of New France, the name Canadien referred to the colonists of French Catholic 
ascent. The name was still in use during the first decades of the British Regime. Ibid., 177-178. 
5 Marcel Trudel, L’Église canadienne sous le régime militaire, 1759-1764 (Montréal: Institut d’Histoire de 
l’Amérique française, 1956), 152. 
6 Michel Brunet, “Les Canadiens et les débuts de la domination britannique, 1760-1791,” Les Brochures 
Historiques de la Société Historique du Canada, no.13 (1966): 5. 
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all the British troops in the Province of Quebec)7 that British military men were marrying 

Canadiennes, especially in Montreal.8 In Murray’s opinion, if the marriage fever raging in 

Montreal was to reach Quebec, there was no cure.9 Did the fever indeed reach Quebec 

City?  

Quebec City, since the Treaty of Paris in 1763 was a British colonial capital whose 

majority of the population was French and Catholic. It remained so throughout the whole 

British Regime (1763-1867), despite the initial objective of the new authorities to 

assimilate the local population and to turn New France into a British territory in both name 

and character. British colonial rulers had the difficult task of asserting their authority 

without risking the local population rebelling. Quebec City, as the colonial capital, was a 

major scene of these political decisions. 

Quebec City owed her status of capital mostly to its strategic importance, which 

British authorities had long recognized. The city was mid-way between the Great Lakes 

and the Atlantic. It was a turning point for commerce as well as a significant military transit 

point and a major garrison10 city in North America. Its position on the St. Lawrence River, 

where the river narrows and the heights of the Cape Diamond made Quebec City a key 

element in the defense of the territory. During the American Revolution, Governor 

Frederick Haldimand viewed the town as the base from which the American colonies could 

                                                
7 Hilda Neatby, “Ralph Burton,” Dictionary of Canadian Biography, accessed June 23, 2020, 
http://www.biographi.ca/en/bio/burton_ralph_3F.html. 
8 Ibid. 
9 Murray à Burton, 22 mars 1764, BM 21666: 153, as cited in Marcel Trudel, “Les mariages mixtes sous le 
régime militaire,” Revue d’histoire de l’Amérique française 7, no. 1 (June 1953): 20. 
10 In this research, garrison means all the troops of the British army stationed in Quebec City. It includes all 
officers, non-commissioned officers and soldiers in active service. It also includes members of the military 
departments in charge of supplies, transport, living accommodations as they are listed in military registers of 
the colony (a list of all military staff and officers published every year). Through the reading of other primary 
sources, especially diaries and recollections, it was clear that officers and their families considered staff of 
the military departments as part of the military population. The Canadian militia, although a significant armed 
force, is not included in this study.  
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be reconquered.11 During the War of 1812, Governor Prevost “considered the preservation 

of Quebec as the first object, and to which all other must be subordinate.”12  

The status of Quebec City as a major British garrison town implied that there was 

a constant and substantial presence of Anglophone and Protestant (at least nominally) 

young men, the majority of them single, in a city with a civilian population mostly French 

and Catholic. The presence of the British garrison in Quebec City raises many questions. 

Did the arrival of British soldiers and officers result in many local women marrying into 

the British garrison of Quebec City?  If not, who were the women who did marry men of 

the garrison? What could be the reasons to marry a military man? What did it mean to 

marry a redcoat?  

Purpose of the Thesis 

This thesis proposes to examine women’s experiences of marriage in the British 

garrison of Quebec City for the period 1763-1820. It seeks to gain a better understanding 

of what “marrying a redcoat” meant in this colonial context. It will demonstrate that army 

wives were an integral part of both the garrison and of the larger urban community. As the 

army was hierarchical, the lives of the soldiers’ wives were quite different from the lives 

of officers’ wives. The officers and the soldiers, although they were part of the same 

institution, led very different lives.  The officers held positions of authority and had a 

lifestyle in accordance to their gentry background, and interacted with the city’s elite. 

Soldiers would rub shoulders with civilians of the popular classes when they were not at 

                                                
11 Lawrence Ostola, “A Very Public Presence: The British Army Garrison in the Town of Quebec, 1759-
1838” (PhD Thesis, Université Laval, 2007), 41. 
12 Tanya Grodzinski, “The Constraint of Strategy: Lieutenant-General Sir George Prevost as Commander-
in-Chief of British North America during the War of 1812” (PhD Thesis, Royal Military College of Canada, 
2010), 112. 
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their military duties. This study will examine the meaning of being an army wife in 

consideration of these social divisions.  

Through an examination of the profiles of the women who married men of the 

British garrison of Quebec City between 1763 and 1820, the thesis will demonstrate that 

the population of the garrison was very diverse both culturally and socially. The binary 

Canadien/British is insufficient to encompass the diversity of both the military and civilian 

population of Quebec City at the time. There is no doubt that the British garrison was a 

distinct entity in Quebec City. It had a dominant British culture, its own dynamic, and its 

members were subjected to the discipline of the army. Garrison members also tended to 

intermarry, which contributed to making the garrison a distinct entity. And yet, focusing 

on the women who married British soldiers and officers reveals that the garrison was a 

porous entity that mirrored the cultural and social diversity of the city. There was a lot of 

mixing between the military and the civilians in Quebec City. Marriages between civilian 

women and military men shows that cohabitation between the two population went further 

than adaptation; there was a degree of integration between the two.  

This study takes on the notion of mutual adaptation developed by Donald Fyson. 

He sought to present a more nuanced portrait of the years post-Conquest by breaking the 

binaries like French/British and domination/subordination that have tended to dominate the 

historical debate.13 The word “integration” is used here rather than “adaptation,” since 

marriage meant to insert oneself into a new family and a new living environment. That was 

                                                
13 Donald Fyson, “The Conquered and the Conqueror,” in Revisiting 1759: The Conquest of Canada in 
Historical Perspective, ed. Philip Buckner and John G. Reid (Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 2012), 
200. 
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even more so when marrying into the garrison, since it was an entity with a distinct way of 

life that did not conform to the same rules as the civilian population.  

This study will cover the period from 1763 to 1820. Covering the long term gives 

the opportunity to look at the marriages in a time of peace and war. Those years were a 

time of relative tranquility in Quebec City, with the exceptions of the American War of 

Independence and the War of 1812. The year 1763 is the starting point of the study because 

it is the year when the passing of the colony from France to Great Britain became official. 

The years 1759 (the surrender of Quebec City) to 1763, known as the military regime, was 

a time when the fate of the colony was not yet settled, and this small period has its own 

dynamic. The year 1820 was chosen as the other temporal limit of the study in order to 

look at the War of 1812 and its aftermath.  

More importantly, the period 1763-1820 covers more than one generation: one born 

under the French Regime and one born under the British regime. I counted as part of the 

first generation those who married between 1763 and 1791. The majority of them had lived 

through the change of regime and carried with them the trauma of the Seven Years War. It 

had been devastating for many Canadiens. Villages along the St. Lawrence River, on both 

North and South shores, had been destroyed and harvests burned. The siege of Quebec City 

during the summer of 1759 had damaged or completely destroyed hundreds of houses. 

During the following winter, the population of the city had had to cohabit with about 6000 

British soldiers and to surrender all guns to their hereditary enemy.14 The lived trauma of 

the war and feelings of humiliation and hostility towards the British newcomers, was an 

important aspect of the social dynamic in the first decades following the change of crown.  

                                                
14 Réal Ouellet, “Français canadiens ou Canadiens? Construction et mutation d’une identité originale au 
XVIIIe siècle,” Lumen, 21 (2002): 30 
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1792 began a new period. A year earlier, the Constitutional Act had divided the 

Province of Quebec in two colonies, Upper and Lower Canada. It is a political turning 

point, but more importantly, I considered that couples who married between 1792-1820 

were most likely to be born under the British regime. At this point, a significant part of the 

civilian population of Quebec City had known nothing else but coexisting with the British 

army. A significant number of Canadiens now of age to be married did not carry with them 

the lived trauma of the war other than from memories of older generations. The local 

population had coexisted for decades with a growing Anglo-Protestant population, and 

were used to interacting daily with the British army. Examining marriages of the garrison 

over the long term allows us to see if this generational difference had an impact on the 

nature of the marriages of the garrison.  

Historiography 

Marriages between British and Canadiens in the first decades of the British regime 

has interested only a few scholars so far, and none had the British army as their focus. This 

study seeks to offer a new perspective on the question by having the women marrying men 

of the British garrison as the starting point instead of the local Canadien population. 

Previous works on these intercultural marriages also did not include the women of the 

lower strata of colonial society as their main focus; therefore, the experience of the majority 

has been neglected. Historian Marcel Trudel’s study of the fate of the Catholic Church 

under the military regime (1759-1763), published in 1956, engaged with the issue of 

Canadiennes marrying British men, but his main focus was on the Catholic Church’s 

response to mixed marriages.15 The concept of mixed marriage referred to a marriage 

                                                
15 Trudel, L’Église canadienne sous le Régime militaire, 1956. 
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between individuals of different religious denominations.16 It is important not to confuse 

mixed marriages and intercultural marriages. Not all intercultural marriages between 

Canadiens and British were mixed, as some British, mostly Scots and Irish, were Catholics. 

Mixed marriages were a new reality for the Catholic Church since during the whole French 

regime Catholicism had been the state religion. The Catholic clergy never had to deal 

before with the presence of Anglican ministers in the colony or the substantial number of 

Protestants altogether. Trudel found with absolute certainty 14 mixed marriages in Canada 

during the years of the military regime.17 His research led him to believe that such 

marriages were actually far more numerous, and that intermarriages continued well after 

the end of the military regime.18 

The thorough research of historian Karine Pépin on mixed marriages of the 

Canadien nobility between 1760 to 1800 showed they were not very common, although 

not negligible.19 Out of 432 marriages involving members of the Canadien nobility taking 

place between 1760 and 1800, only 38 involved a British spouse.20 She noticed that the 

dominant occupation of the British spouses was military service, which is not surprising 

considering the high military strength in the colony during the four decades following the 

Conquest.21  

Scholars who examined the British garrison of Quebec City mostly did so within 

the context of military operations during the American Revolution, the War of 1812 and 

                                                
16 Cecilia Cristellon, “Mixed Marriage in Early Modern Europe,” in Marriage in Europe, 1400-1800, ed. 
Silvana Seidel Menchi (Toronto: Toronto Press, 2016), 294. 
17 Trudel, L’Église Canadienne, sous le régime militaire, 173. 
18 Ibid. 
19 Karine Pépin, “Mariage et altérité: les alliances mixtes chez la noblesse canadienne après la Conquête 
(1760-1800)” (MA Thesis, Université de Sherbrooke, 2016), 44. 
20 Ibid., 44. 
21 Ibid., 52. 
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the Rebellions of 1837-1838.22 In the 1970s, Parks Canada historians Claudette Lacelle and 

Christian Rioux looked at the garrison with a statistical approach of British military 

property in the city.23 Lawrence Ostola’s doctoral thesis was the first study to look at the 

garrison from a social perspective. His main objective was to examine how the garrison 

was integrated into the urban context of Quebec City.  He argued that the British garrison 

had a “very public presence,” and that there were frequent interactions between civilians 

and men of the garrison.  He mentioned that there were women living in the garrison, but 

they were outside the purpose of his study.24 

Women were a normal and vital part of European armies from the 14th century, if 

not before, to the 19th century.25 However, military history still tends to overlook them. In 

1981, in an article which is now a classic, Barton C. Hacker called for a better recognition 

of women in military institutions in Early Modern Europe.26 Hacker’s article concluded 

with a need to address the question “Who were these women?” when engaging with the 

history of early modern armies, as in so many other areas of history.27 The present thesis 

means to answer that call by taking Quebec City British garrison as a case study. 

Almost 30 years after the publication of Hacker’s article, the thousands of women 

who married a man in uniform still need more attention from historians. However, some 

                                                
22 See, Hilda Neatby, Quebec: The Revolutionary Age, 1760-1791 (Toronto: McClelland & Stewart, 1966); 
Odette Allaire, Serge Bernier, et al., Québec ville militaire 1608-2008 (Montreal: Art Global, 2008); 
Stephen Brumwell, Redcoats: the British soldier and war in the Americas, 1755-1763 (Cambridge: 
Cambridge University Press, 2002).  
23 See Claudette Lacelle, La garnison britannique d’après les journaux de la ville de Québec (Quebec: 
Direction des lieux et des parcs historiques nationaux, 1976); Christian Rioux, La Présence du Royal 
Artillery Regiment à Québec, 1759-1871 (Ottawa: Parks Canada, 1979); Claudette Lacelle, La propriété 
militaire dans la ville de Québec (Ottawa: Parks Canada, 1978). 
24 Ostola, “A Very Public Presence,” 50. 
25 Barton C. Hacker, “Women and Military Institutions in Early Modern Europe: A Reconnaissance,” Signs 
6, no. 4 (Summer 1981): 644. 
26 Ibid. 
27 Ibid. 671. 
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very interesting studies on the subject have emerged in the recent years. Myra Trustram 

looked at the role of army wives in the Victorian army with a focus on the regiments staying 

at home.28 Jeannine Hurl-Eamon examined marriage in the British Army in the long 18th 

century with a particular focus on the wives who were unable to follow their husbands on 

duty overseas.29 Verity McInnis compared the experience of officers’ wives in 19th century 

India and in the United States as imperial standards bearers, thus highlighting army wives’ 

civilizing role at the frontiers of the Empire.30 Janet Padiak’s work is notable because her 

case study of the British garrison of Gibraltar in the last decades of the 19th century takes 

an interest in the children as well as women, and thus makes the concept of family a central 

point of her research.31 In 2010, Thomas Cardoza published the first book-length study on 

the cantinières and vivandières, non-combatant spouses of French soldiers with official 

duties within the army from the 18th to the 20th century. The study examined the evolution 

of women’s role within the French army from informal work to official duties sanctioned 

by the authorities.32   

The experience of women in the North American context has mostly been looked 

at in the context of the Seven Years War33 and American Revolution, with Walter Hart 

Blumenthal’s Women Camp Follower of the American Revolution34 opening the way. More 

                                                
28 Myna Trustram, Women of the Regiment. Marriage in the Victorian Army (Cambridge: Cambridge 
University Press, 1984). 
29 Jennine, Hurl-Eamon, Marriage and the British Army in the Long Eighteenth Century: “The Girl I left 
Behind Me” (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2014). 
30 Verity McInnis, “Indirect Agents of Empire Army Officers’ Wives in British India and the American 
West, 1830-1875,” Pacific Historical Review 83, no. 3 (August 2014): 378-409. 
31 Janet Padiak, “The “serious evil of marching regiments”: The families of the British garrison of 
Gibraltar,” History of the family, no. 10 (2005): 137-150. 
32 Thomas Cardoza, Intrepid Women. Cantinières and Vivandières of the French Army (Bloomington: 
Indiana University Press, 2010). 
33James Dennison, “The Experiences and Contributions of Women Following the British Army During the 
Seven Years’ War” (MA Thesis, University of Windsor, 2017). 
34 Walter Hart Blumenthal, Women Camp Follower of the American Revolution (Philadelphia: George 
S.MacManus Company, 1952.) 
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recently, there was a great interest from scholars in looking at the experience of army wives 

on the American Western frontier in the second half of the 19th century.35 But the women 

of the British garrisons of the Province of Quebec (later Lower Canada) still remain 

overlooked. 

Methodology and Sources 

The present thesis uses army wives’ personal experiences as much as possible. 

Through the addition of these experiences, it seeks to better understand what it meant to 

marry a redcoat in the British garrison of Quebec City.  It focuses on individuals rather 

than on the army as an organization. This allows me to uncover social connections with 

members of the garrison and with civilians who would have otherwise remained invisible. 

Social connections are important to consider as they played a significant part in the 

marriage experience of the garrison, starting with the choice of a spouse. To study 

military/civilian interactions, as well as the impact of army wives on both the garrison and 

the urban community, this thesis considers material culture to understand the physical 

spaces in which their lives took place. It gives great importance to where the garrison was 

physically in the city center as this undoubtedly influenced interactions with civilians and 

how the garrison was integrated in the urban community.  

The thesis is based on a number of primary sources. The first is the parish records 

of the different churches of Quebec City between 1763-1820. Although there were parishes 

in the countryside close to Quebec where civilians might have encountered soldiers, I 

                                                
35 Anni P. Baker, “Daughters of Mars: Army Officers’ Wives and Military Culture on the American 
Frontier,” The Historian 67, no.1 (March 2005): 20-42; Sandra L. Myres, “Romance and Reality on the 
American Frontier: Views of Army Wives,” Western Historical Quarterly 13, no. 4 (October 1982): 409-
427. 
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restrained my research to the churches presents within the urban limits of Quebec City. I 

examined the parish records of Notre-Dame-de-Québec, Anglican Church Holy Trinity, 

Saint Andrews Presbyterian Church, and Garrison Records written by military chaplains. 

It is however important to note that the parish records of Holy Trinity only start in 1768, 

when a minister of the regular clergy, David François de Montmollin36 was officially 

appointed. Prior to that year, the only representatives of the Church of England were 

military chaplains who were present only because their regiment happened to be stationed 

in the city.37 The marriages records of Holy Trinity, as those of the Garrison Records, Saint 

Andrews Presbyterian and Notre-Dame-de-Québec, identify very clearly the profession of 

the man and often of the witnesses. The rank and regiment of the soldier or officer are also 

recorded. The parents of the bride (or the late husband in the case of a widow) as well as 

the names of witnesses to the wedding ceremony were often recorded which allowed me 

to reconstruct familial ties and the women’s social connections. However, some parish 

records were incomplete. Garrison Records were only available for the years 1797-1800 

and 1817-1821. The records of Saint Andrews Presbyterian Church for the period 1770-

1795 only give a list of marriages without details on the profession of the spouses, so it 

was not possible to use them for these 25 years. However, despite those inconsistencies, 

there were enough marriages involving members of the garrison in all parish records to 

make an analysis.  

                                                
36 Born in Switzerland in 1721, David-François de Montmollin moved to London in 1748 to study 
medicine. He joined the Church of England a few years later and embraced an ecclesiastical career.  He was 
appointed as the minister of the Anglican Church in Quebec City in 1768. The British colonial authorities 
wanted a minister who could speak French to better reached to the Canadiens that they hoped to convert. 
Montmollin was appointed in 1796 as chaplain of the 5th and the 60th regiments of foot. He died in Québec 
City in 1803. James H. Lambert, “David François de Montmollin,” Dictionary of Canadian Biography, 
accessed June, 23rd 2020, http://www.biographi.ca/fr/bio/montmollin_david_francois_de_5F.html 
37 Walter Gordon Asbil, “Under military chaplains. A Study of the Anglican Church in the Province of 
Québec, 1759-1768” (MA Thesis, McGill University, 1967), 20. 
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The database Programme de Recherche en Démographie Historique de l’Université 

de Montréal (PRDH) was an essential tool to track down individuals. It was particularly 

useful to reconstruct familial ties of women and to gave me details on their background.  

The tool was also valuable to confirm if one woman was indeed a Canadienne, since the 

names in the records can sometimes be misleading.38 The reports of the general visits of 

the parish Notre-Dame-de-Québec39 for the years 1792, 1795, 1798, 1805, 1815 and 1818 

also proved to be a valuable source to trace couples in the years following their marriage, 

and find out where they lived in the city.  

Official regulations and regimentals orders have also been a great source to 

understand army policies towards marriage as well as the expected role of the army wives 

within the garrison.  They describe the “ideal army wife” and give clear instructions on 

what soldiers and non-commissioned officers should look for in a wife. To read these 

sources against the grain, in considering what might have led to the introduction of a 

regulation, and in thinking about what these regulations meant for army wives allow us to 

gain a better understanding of women’s experience of marriage in the military world.  

Notaries registries of the district of Quebec were also consulted in the course of this 

study. Inventories after death provided valuable information on some women who married 

                                                
38 Anglophone clerks often anglicized French names when writing them down. The opposite was also true 
for the French clerks. Both tended to write to the sound or the name equivalent in the other language. For 
example, the name “James” becomes “Jacques” and vice-versa. 
39 The general visits of the parish Notre-Dame–de-Québec were censuses done by the parish priests. The 
parish covered a large territory and there were thousands of parishioners. The priests had to develop tools in 
order to better know their flock. The censuses recorded the number of Catholics in a residence, the number 
of communicants, the professional activity of the head of the family. There were notes on how the different 
parishioners respected the precepts and sacraments of the Catholic Church, and if there was a Protestant 
also living in the residence. AAQ, CM1/F1,3, Dénombrements de la paroisse de Québec, 1792, 1795, 1798, 
1805; AAQ, CM1/F1,7, Dénombrement de la paroisse de Québec, 1818; AAQ, MS42, Visite pastorale: 
Haute-Ville. Cap Diamant. Banlieu du Côté de Ste-Foie. Petite Rivière et Canardière, 1815-1816. 
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officers, and particularly about their living environment and lifestyle. Judicial archives, 

especially coroner’s reports were other useful resources. They included accounts of some 

acts of violence on army wives, and, through the deposition of witnesses, it is also possible 

to gain some information about the daily lives of soldiers’ wives and the kind of physical 

environment they lived in.  

Important sources for this study were the diaries and recollections of various 

garrison members. The diary of Mrs. Anne Ilbert, wife of Captain Courtenay Ilbert of the 

Royal Artillery Regiment, covers her journey on the Atlantic from England to Quebec City 

during the Summer of 1807, and her arrival in the city.40 It gives insights into her 

relationship with her husband, the social life of the city as well as into relationships between 

members of the garrison. The writings of Anne Elinor Prevost, who was daughter of 

Governor George Prevost in office during the War of 1812, was also of great interest.41 

This diary was particularly relevant since it is a first-hand account of a young unmarried 

woman of the garrison. It presents a feminine perspective on the question of courtship and 

marriage. It also gives personal details on some members of the garrison as well as great 

descriptions of the social life of the garrison at the beginning of the 19th century. 

Recollections of George Thomas Landman42 and Frederic Tolfrey43 two young officers 

stationed in Quebec City, the first between 1797-1802 and the latter between 1816-1821, 

also provided insights into the social life of the higher strata of the garrison as well as into 

the relationships between officers and the civilian elite of the city. They also gave 

                                                
40 NAM, 1996-06-136, Photocopy of transcript of a journal kept by Mrs Courtenay Ilbert, wife of 2nd 
Captain Courtenay Ilbert, Royal Artillery, of their voyage across the Atlantic, 1807. 
41 LAC, MG24-A9, R9686-0-4-E, Microfilm A-1926, Diary of Anne Elinor Prevost, daughter of Sir George 
Prevost, Sir George Prevost fonds. 
42 George Thomas Landmann, Adventures and Recollections of Colonel Landmann, late of the Corps of 
Royal Engineers (London: Colburn and Co., Publishers, 1852.) 
43 Frederic Tolfrey, The Sportsman in Canada, vol. 2 (London: T.C. Newby, 1845.) 
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information on military duties of officers and on the arrival and departures of regiments in 

the city. 

Plan of the Thesis 

The present thesis is divided in four chapters. The first one takes a close look at 

military regulations on marriage and on religious concerns on mixed-marriage. It also 

provides a statistical overview of the marriages of the garrison for the period 1763-1820, 

to bring out external factors affecting the number of marriages happening each year, like 

the political context and strength of the garrison in the city.  

The second chapter includes an analysis of the marriages of the garrison at the 

individual scale. It analyses age, marital status (single/widow), social class, religion and 

cultural background of the women. The chapter is divided according to the social status of 

army wives. It first looks at the profiles of officers’ wives and then soldiers’ wives. The 

point is to give an answer to the question “who were these women” who married a redcoat 

in Quebec City. 

The third chapter focuses on the choice of a spouse. That chapter first looks at the 

circumstances in which spouses might have met. It then examines the two subcultures of 

marriage; the one of the officers’ social group and the one of the soldiers’ social group. It 

also considers both sentimental and practical reasons for marrying a redcoat. This allows 

us to gain a better understanding of the social and cultural dynamic of the garrison. 

The final chapter examines married life in the garrison. It looks at the living 

environment and lifestyle of officers and soldiers’ wives. It then explores their social 

interactions with members of the garrison and civilians. To study their impact on military 

and city life, it also gives a special attention to those who settled in the colony with their 

husband.  
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Chapter 1 
Meeting Regulations on Marriage 

 
Throughout the 18th and 19th centuries, British military authorities increasingly 

sought to control the marriage of soldiers and to define the place of army wives within the 

military corps. Military regulations officially strictly limited the number of soldiers 

allowed to marry. It created a world in which army wives were a minority, and often 

unwelcome. In the newly conquered colony of the Province of Quebec, British military 

authorities had to deal with soldiers wanting to marry Catholic women. The British army 

was a Protestant institution, but some marriages were mixed. The Catholic clergy, whose 

position was fragile in the aftermath of the Conquest, also had to determine the validity of 

mixed marriages. Therefore, to look at marriages in the British garrison of Quebec City, 

one must consider how military regulations intertwined with religious concerns, and how 

the strength of the garrison affected the number of marriages at a specific time.  

 This chapter will first look at the European context in which British army 

regulations on marriage were introduced at the end of the 17th century and up to the 

beginning of the 19th century. It will then look at how British army regulations on marriage 

were applied when a regiment1 was sent on duty in the colonies. Thirdly, the chapter will 

consider the positions of both the Catholic and Anglican Churches on mixed-marriages, 

                                                
1 In the early modern period, the army was a large and complex institution whose structure was very 
changing. However, the basic elements of structure stayed the same. The army was first divided in 
regiments (on average 600 men per regiment in the second half of the 18th century). Each regiment was 
divided in about 10 companies. Large regiments could be divided in battalions, each of these battalions 
being divided in ten companies. For example, the 71st Highlander Regiment had about a thousand men and 
was divided in two battalions (batt.) each of ten companies. Regiments were called by their number or had 
surnames. For example, during the War of 1812, the 8th Regiment of foot was also called the King’s 
Regiment. “Of foot” refers to the fact this was an infantry regiment (soldiers who marched and fought on 
foot), the most common kind of regiment. Therefore, in this research, I will sometimes refer to regiments 
only by their numbers, ex. the 41st of foot or the 2nd battalion of the 60th. Harry Schenawolf, “The British 
Army Command & Structure in the American Revolution,” The Revolutionary War Journal (January 31st, 
2017), http://www.revolutionarywarjournal.com/british-army-command-structure-in-the-american-
revolution-grenadier-light-infantry-battalions/ 
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and how, in addition to the strength of the garrison, these positions might have affected the 

number of marriages. The objective is to look at how the specific military, religious and 

political context of Quebec City played out on the marriages of the garrison for the period 

1763-1820. 

 It is important to note that I did not write this first chapter from the women’s 

perspective on purpose. The purpose of this chapter is to set the specific institutional and 

social context in which their marriages took place. It considers factors external to the will 

of individuals on the matter of marriage. Moreover, it was men who wrote military 

regulations on marriage, and it was also men who debated religious concerns on mixed 

marriages. Therefore, I consider women’s agency to reveal itself in the experience of 

marriage, rather than in the setting of official regulations.  

Introducing Military Regulations on Marriage in Early Modern Europe 

 In 1981, historian Barton C. Hacker published a pioneering article on women in 

European military institutions during the early modern period. Previous military historians 

ignored women or only acknowledged the exceptional cases of women warriors. Therefore, 

Hacker sought to shed some light on the thousands of nameless women who followed the 

military train over the centuries, many of them being soldiers’ wives.2 Most of these 

women acted as sutlers, making a living from selling food, tobacco, liquor and other 

necessities to the soldiers. Many of these army wives also increased their income by taking 

in laundry and sewing for bachelors among the officers and the men.3 Other scholars later 

                                                
2 Barton C. Hacker, “Women and Military Institutions in Early Modern Europe: A Reconnaissance,” Signs 
6, no. 4 (Summer 1981): 644. 
3 Ibid., 649. 



 17 
 

confirmed the vital role of army wives in European armies through the essential services 

they provided.4 

 Up until the 17th century the number of women following armies was high, and their 

presence in the military corps was normal. Hacker identified the Thirty Years War (1618-

1648) as a turning point after which European armies gained control over and limited the 

marriage of soldiers. There was a remarkable synchronicity between European armies in 

that matter. England, France, Sweden and the German States, among others, all introduced 

regulations on soldiers’ marriage.5  

 Why would European armies seek to control marriage within the ranks? The 

question has been of great interest for some historians who have suggested different 

possible explanations.  According to Hacker, these regulations resulted from the 

development of nation-states following the Peace of Westphalia (the treaty signed to end 

the Thirty Years War) which defined the legal concept of state sovereignty. A crucial part 

of nation-state formation was to take over responsibilities previously handled by private 

enterprises like prosecuting wars.6 Consequently, European states sought to bring the army 

under direct state control. European armies thus became more bureaucratic and 

                                                
4 Maria Sjöberg, “Women in campaigns 1550-1850: household and homosociality in the Swedish army,” The 
History of the Family, no. 16 (2011): 205. See also Myna Trustram, Women of the Regiment. Marriage in 
the Victorian Army (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1984). 
5 Historians who have studied the marriage policies of European armies during the early modern period have 
tended to focus on the army of one specific European state. They sometimes mentioned the policies of another 
army for purpose of comparison. However, it would certainly be very interesting to study the marriage 
policies of European armies alongside another. It would allow to see how they compare, and what were the 
common factors explaining why these policies appeared with such a great synchronicity throughout Europe. 
See Sjöberg, “Women in Campaigns in Swedish Army,” 204-216; Peter H. Wilson, “German Women and 
War, 1500-1800,” War in History 3, no. 2 (1996), 127-160; Laura Balzer,“Des Militaires en Couple: La 
conjugalité des officiers et des soldats, face aux évolutions de l’institution militaire, dans les armées 
françaises (1650-fin des années 1780),”Hypothèses 1, no. 20 (2017): 283-293; Jennine Hurl-Eamon, 
Marriage and the British Army in the Long Eighteenth Century: “The Girl I left Behind Me,” (Oxford: 
Oxford University Press, 2014). 
6 Hacker, “Women and Military Institutions,” 655. 
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professional and grew larger, reaching a new peak during the Napoleonic Wars with the 

rise of mass armies. By the time of the battle of Waterloo, in 1815, one tenth of the British 

male population was in uniform.7 The expansion of armies called for a better and more 

efficient organization of the military institution. Therefore, armies developed permanent 

logistical units for supplying troops, meaning that women lost their role of sutlers to 

contractors.8 This shift in the organization of the military institutions meant that women 

and children were now, before all else, considered extra mouths to feed, and so it was best 

to limit their number.  

 In addition to the professionalization of European armies, restricting measures on 

marriage might have been introduced in response to moral considerations. In his study of 

the German States armies, Peter Wilson discussed how the new moral standards emerging 

after the Reformation were a crucial factor explaining the progressive exclusion of women 

from the military corps, much more than purely organizational and financial concerns.9 

Officers reported that women’s behavior was worse than the men’s, especially in drinking 

and plundering.10 Army wives often had a reputation of being women of ill repute with 

promiscuous sexual behavior. They were said to have caused many disputes within the 

                                                
7 Hurl-Eamon, Marriage and the British Army in the Long Eighteenth Century, 4. 
8 Hacker, “Women and Military Institutions,” 665. 
9 The post-Reformation Church and state reinforced marriage and household as the cornerstones of society. 
Only marriages having received the blessings of both the Church and the state were considered as legal. 
Premarital sex was severely condemned as it induced liaisons lacking the official sanction, and as a result 
was disruptive to social order. According to Wilson, it is in that context that the armies of the German states 
sought to gain control over marriage of soldiers. Wilson, “German Women and War,” 134-135. For further 
information on the regulation of marriage by the English state see Rebecca Probert, “The Impact of the 
Marriage Act of 1753: Was it Really “A Most Cruel Law for the Fair Sex?” Eighteenth-Century Studies 38, 
no.2 (Winter 2005): 247-262. 
10 Anthony Brett-James, “Army Wives,” in Life in Wellington’s Army (London: Tom Donovan, 1994), 281. 
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ranks as the men competed for women’s affections.11 The potentially disruptive behavior 

of army wives meant that their presence within the military corps was constantly 

questioned. 

British Army Specific Regulations on Marriage 

British army’s regulations on marriage arose within a European context around the 

question “was it better for soldiers to be married or to remain a bachelor?” Officially, the 

British Army settled for privileging bachelorhood. In 1685, under the reign of James II, 

British military authorities adopted a restrictive marriage policy that would last about two 

centuries. Soldiers were required to obtain their commanding officer’s permission to marry, 

and the latter were to deny that permission in all but the rarest circumstances.12 Wives of 

soldiers who married with permission were said to be “on the strength” and were entitled 

to warfare provision, contrary to those married “off the strength.”13 The custom in the 

British army became to allow no more than six women per company of a hundred men, 

including non-commissioned officers.14 The British army had an estimated strength of 

                                                
11 This reputation was so strong that in the French language, the word grivois, which would translate 
bawdy, even came to be used particularly when speaking of women in the army. Balzer, “Des Militaires en 
Couple,” 287.  
12 To require soldiers to obtain their commanding officer’s permission to marry appears to have become the 
norm in European armies of the time. The German state of Hessel-Kassel preceded England and introduced 
that regulation in 1682. By 1700, most of the German States had adopted a restrictive marriage policy.  
In 1700, King Charles II of Sweden ordered that only women sutlers (those providing tobacco, liquor and 
food to soldiers) would be tolerated in the army. These women needed the official permission of the king to 
follow the army. The French army also required soldiers to obtain permission to marry. Soldiers marrying 
without permission could lose seniority privileges, such as higher pay. The French army’s regulations went 
a step further than other European armies since, in 1782, military chaplains were forbidden to officiate at 
the marriages of soldiers, except if the bride was already part of the regiment (like a soldier’s widow or 
daughter). Hurl-Eamon, Marriage and the British Army in the long 18th century, 28; Wilson, “German 
Women and War,” 136; Sjöberg, “Women in Campaigns,” 209; André Corvisier, “La société militaire et 
l’enfant,” Annales de Démographie Historique (1973): 328. 
13 Trustram, Women of the Regiment, 31. 
14 The non-commissioned officers were named among the enlisted men. They were in charge of small 
group of men and supervised the chambers in the barracks. They included the sergeants, the corporals and 
the bombardiers. Christian Rioux, La présence du Régiment Royal Artillery à Québec de 1759 à 1871 
(Ottawa: Parks Canada, 1979), 69; Hacker, “Women in Military Institutions,” 659. 
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64,000 men during the War of Austrian Succession (1740-1748) which reached 250,000 

during the Napoleonic Wars. Six percent meant there were supposed to be about 4,000 

married soldiers in the mid-eighteenth century and about 15,000 by the time of Waterloo.15 

This means that army wives represented a very significant minority of the military 

population, and it was impossible to ignore them. 

It is clear that military authorities strongly discouraged marriage amongst the ranks 

and had an official position against it; however, regulations never completely forbade it. 

Forbidding marriage entirely would have been impossible. To expect soldiers, most of 

them at the prime of life, to remain single was not realistic.16 Therefore, the policy of the 

British army on marriage was meant to maximize the benefits coming from the presence 

of a small number of women.17 General James Wolfe was notoriously opposed to soldiers 

marrying. However, orders he gave to his officers on the matter reflected not only his 

personal convictions, but also pragmatism. For example, while stationed in Banff, 

Scotland, in 1750, Wolfe strictly condemned soldiers who married without their 

commanding officer’s knowledge. He considered the practice to be contrary to all order 

and discipline, and that the service was suffering from the multitude of women already in 

the regiment.18 He thought women were inconvenient, especially when troops were 

marching, since many were not useful to the regiment “as a soldier’s wife ought to be.”19 

                                                
15 Jennine Hurl-Eamon, “Did Soldiers really Enlist to Desert Their Wives? Revisiting the Martial Character 
of Marital Desertion in Eighteenth-Century London,” Journal of British Studies 53, no, 2 (April 2014): 357. 
16 Amanda Venning, Following the Drum. The Lives of Army Wives and Daughters Past and Present 
(London: Headline, 2005), 14. 
17 Trustram, Women of the Regiment, 42. 
18 James Wolfe, General Wolfe’s Instructions to Young Officers (London: J. Millan, 1780), 28. 
19 Wolfe, General Wolfe’s Instructions to Young Officers, 30. 
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Officers had to ensure the marriage of soldiers would not be a threat to discipline; they had 

to prevent soldiers marrying women considered to be “improper”. 

On that matter, Bennet Cuthbertson, a captain in the 5th regiment of foot, published 

in 1768 A System for the Complete Interior Management and Oeconomy of a Battalion in 

which he devoted a whole chapter to the marriage of soldiers and non-commission officers.  

According to him, a marriage to an improper woman was nothing less than “a distress, a 

ruin and an evil for soldiers.”20 Therefore, before granting permission to a soldier to marry, 

an officer had to be assured of the woman’s good character and morality. A suitable woman 

ought to be honest, industrious, and able to earn her own bread. Only after such an enquiry 

proved favourable should an officer grant permission to marry. Cuthbertson believed that 

too often soldiers fixed their affections on women of infamous character, hence his 

insistence on inquiring into the character of prospective brides.21 When stationed in 

Winchester, in 1755, James Wolfe was confronted by the situation of having some of his 

men marrying improper women without the officers’ knowledge. He ordered his officers 

to never forgive the soldiers who had brought such great dishonor and discredit to the 

troops and to treat them as “the last and most contemptible of scoundrels.”22  Clearly, 

bringing into the military corps women who were a potential threat to order was considered 

as a serious breach of discipline. 

The examination of military regulations reveals that there was a change in how 

military authorities perceived army wives at the end of the 18th century. Although there 

were still concerns that women were a threat to discipline, officers did recognize the 

                                                
20 Bennett Cuthbertson, A system for the complete interior management and oeconomy of a battalion 
(London: Rouths and Nelson, 1776), 156. 
21 Ibid.  
22 Wolfe, General Wolfe’s Instructions to Young Officers, 42. 
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benefits of having industrious women in regiments. British military orders from the 

beginning of the 19th century presented women in a more positive light and showed a 

concern for their wellbeing. At the time, there was a growing awareness that women could 

provide a good and stabilizing influence on soldiers much more than they could disturb 

order within the ranks.23 Therefore, regiments sought to sanction and to control the work 

of army wives within the military corps.24  

In 1800, an officer of the British army, Major Charles James, wrote the Regimental 

Companion containing Relative Duties of Every Officer in the British Army.25 This treatise, 

dedicated first to the Duke of York as the commander in chief of his Majesty’s Forces and 

secondly to all the men of the British army, was meant to introduce a standardized system 

of regimental management as a way to improve the service.26 James acknowledged the 

usefulness of having women in regiments and recommended that officers employ them.27 

He suggested that soldiers’ wives be given a certain weekly pay and have decent beds in 

military quarters considering the useful work they accomplished, especially regarding 

laundry.28  

Major James also pointed out that ultimately, despite official regulations, 

commanding officers of regiments had the last say on soldiers’ marriages. As a result, 

                                                
23 Prussia was one of the first European nations to adopt this positive view of women in the army when 
Frederick the Great, in 1768, officially encouraged the marriage of his soldiers, particularly foreign recruits 
as he believed marrying local girls would strengthen their loyalty to the crown. Hurl-Eamon, Marriage and 
the British Army in the long 18th century, 37. 
24Trustram, Women of the Regiment, 105. The French army is an interesting case of how military authorities 
sanctioned and institutionalized the work of soldiers’ wives. From 1793 to the eve of World War I, the 
spouses of active-duty soldiers could work as cantinières and vivandières, (sutlers and cantine keepers) thus 
serving as uniformed auxiliaries to the French Army. See Thomas Cardoza, Intrepid Women. Cantinières 
and Vivandières of the French Army (Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 2010). 
25 Charles James, Regimental Companion containing Relative Duties of Every Officer in the British Army 
(Whitehall: T. Edgerton, 1800), 191. 
26 Ibid., xviii. 
27 Ibid., 191. 
28 Ibid., 191. 
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regiments, and, on a smaller scale, companies, were far from the same in proportion of 

married men. Some officers were very considerate of their men’s desire to marry and 

exceeded the official number of six wives per hundred men. 29  

The inherent hierarchy of the army appears very clearly in marriage regulations. 

Officers took over the role usually played by fathers, to give permission to marry. This 

paternalistic position of the officers helped to strengthen the sense of superiority of the 

upper military class over the lower. When it comes to marriage, officers too had to obtain 

permission from their senior officer to marry; however, they were not subjected to the quota 

of only six women per company of a hundred men.30 Allowing officers to marry without 

submitting them to a strict regulation while requiring it from soldiers and non-

commissioned officers marked a clear divide across class lines within the army.31  

For officers, the biggest obstacle to marriage was financial. There were no official 

regulations about officers’ marriage, but, as a general rule, officers were discouraged from 

marrying, at least until they could both support a family and maintain the expected lifestyle 

of a gentleman.32 The unwritten rule of the British army was “Lieutenants never marry, 

captains may marry, majors should marry and colonels must marry.”33 Officers of the 

British army in the Georgian era came from very diverse social backgrounds although the 

majority were from the landed gentry and others were aristocrats.34 There was thus a great 

                                                
29 Hurl-Eamon, Marriage and the British Army in the long 18th century, 30. 
30 Amanda Venning, Following the Drum, 14. 
31 Summer Smith, “Married in a Frisky Mode: Clandestine and Irregular Marriage in Eighteenth Century 
Britain” (MA Thesis, University of North Texas, 2016), 13.  
32 Dianne Graves, In the Midst of Alarms: The Untold Story of Women and the War of 1812 (Cap Saint-
Ignace: Robin Brass Studio, 2007), 143. 
33 Ibid., 143. A colonel is the officer in charge of a regiment. He is usually assisted by two majors. A captain 
is the officer in charge of a company and is assisted by lieutenant. Schenawolf, “The British Army Command 
& Structure in the American Revolution.” 
34 Ostola, “A Very Public Presence,” 50. 
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disparity of fortune within the officer corps. It was the lifestyle of the wealthiest men who 

usually set social expectations. The long list of expenses to maintain the lifestyle of a 

gentleman (uniforms and wardrobe, horses, mess costs) put many young officers in debt, 

and in no position to support a family.35 As a result, only officers of higher rank, 

considering their better salary, were encouraged to marry. Junior officers were expected to 

socialize with local girls belonging to the elite circles of the cities they were stationed in 

as it favored good relations with elites and contributed to forge good manners.36 However, 

nothing serious was to come out of these relationships. Was the unwritten rule on marriage 

of officers respected in Quebec City? How did British military regulations on marriage 

applied in that particular colonial context? 

Military Regulations in the Quebec City Colonial Context 

Throughout the period 1763-1820, the arrival of British soldiers and officers was a 

common event in Quebec City. There always was a significant number of troops stationed 

in the city as a result of its importance in the defense system of the colony and of the British 

Empire as a whole. Its position midway between the Great Lakes and the Atlantic, its 

fortifications as well as the heights of the Cape Diamond that inspired Charles Dickens to 

say Quebec was the Gibraltar of North America, were all reasons why the British colonial 

and military authorities considered Quebec City a highly strategic place, and it was 

important to maintain a significant garrison in the town.37 On average, the annual strength 

of the garrison was 1043 men during the period 1763 and 1784. During the following 

decades, 1785 to 1810, the troops in the city averaged about 1132 each year, and finally up 

                                                
35 Stana Nenadic, “The Impact of Military Profession on Highland Gentry families, 1730-1830,” The Scottish 
Historical Review 85, no. 1 (April 2006): 87-90. 
36 Robert Wright, The Life of Major-General James Wolfe (London: Chapman and Hall, 1864), 285. 
37 Ostola, “A Very Public Presence,”41. 
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to 1820, the average was about 1455. The years 1808 to 1812 were exceptional in the 

number of troops in the city as an armed conflict with the United States appeared inevitable. 

Respectively, during those five years, the strength of Quebec City garrison was of 2131, 

2267, 2474, 2778 and 2713 men.38 War could bring new opportunities for marriage for 

local women as it meant the arrival of many new soldiers and officers in a community and, 

indeed, marriage was not uncommon during wartime. 

However, regiments send on duty to Quebec City were usually not going to active 

field service. Between 1763 and 1820, Quebec City was only troubled by the American 

Invasion in 1775, when American Revolutionaries attempted to attack the city, and the War 

of Independence that followed, and by the War of 1812. Throughout the conflict, the city 

remained rather untouched as most armed confrontations took place around the Great 

Lakes. The enforcement of military regulations on marriage have to be understood through 

this context of tranquility as it created a more favourable context for social interactions 

between redcoats and civilians and, presumably, had an impact on officers’ willingness to 

give permissions to marry.  

The nature of the service of regiments (active or not) had an impact on the number 

of men allowed to bring their families with them on foreign service. All officers could bring 

their family with them, but this was not the case for soldiers. The number of soldiers’ wives 

allowed to follow their husband on service abroad was supposed to be six women per 

company of a hundred men.39 However, general orders from 1813 stated that this was to 

be increased to twelve lawful wives per company, including non-commissioned officers’ 

                                                
38 All statistics come from Ostola, “A Very Public Presence,”49. 
39 Hew Stracham, The Reform of the British Army, 1830-1854 (Manchester: Manchester University Press, 
1984), 64. 
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wives.40 Royal Veteran Battalions embarking for foreign garrison duties were an exception; 

all soldiers’ wives of good character desirous of accompanying their husbands were 

allowed to embark.41 Soldiers of these battalions were army pensioners (men receiving a 

military pension because they had served all the years of their contract or because they 

were injured) and invalids. They would mainly do administrative and support work.42 The 

nature of their service as well as the fact that veterans were usually older soldiers (so 

considered steadier) explains why they were not subjected to the same regulations. In the 

case of all other regiments embarking for active field service, the number of six wives per 

company prevailed or wives could simply be forbidden to go altogether depending on the 

nature of the service for which the regiment was destined.43 The enforcement of these 

regulations made way for very painful partings between soldiers and their family. Officers 

were often caught between pragmatic considerations of limiting the number of families 

following the regiments and the pain of having to separate families who had no guarantee 

of ever seeing each other again.44 Fate decided which wives would accompany the regiment 

abroad. Women would draw lots from a hat, and this was done right before embarking to 

avoid soldiers disappearing if their wives could not go with them.45 In the face of 

separation, some women gave up all their possessions to change place with a woman drawn 

to follow the regiment.46  

                                                
40 Adjudant-General Office Horse Guards, Regulations and Orders for the Army (London: W. Clowes, 
1811), 370. 
41 Ibid., 371. 
42 Royal Veteran Battalions were raised between 1804 and 1820. John White, “Veteran Soldiers in the 
British Army Against Napoleon,” BBC Making History, accessed June, 23 2020, 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/radio4/history/making_history/makhist10_prog2a.shtml 
43 Adjudant-General Office Horse Guards, Regulations and Orders for the Army, 370. 
44 Hurl-Eamon, “Did Soldiers really Enlist to Desert Their Wives?” 364. 
45 Venning, Following the Drum, 27. 
46 NAM, 1996-06-136, Photocopy of transcript of a journal kept by Mrs Courtenay Ilbert, wife of 2nd Captain 
Courtenay Ilbert, Royal Artillery, of their voyage across the Atlantic, 1807, 21. Hereafter cited as Journal 
kept by Mrs. Courtenay Ilbert. 
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There is clear evidence that these regulations were broken by regiments going to 

Quebec City. In her journey to Quebec, in the summer 1807, Mrs. Anne Ilbert, wife of 

Captain Courtenay Ilbert of the Royal Artillery Regiment, travelled with a detachment of 

men of the Artillery and a detachment of 80 men belonging to the 49th regiment. She 

mentioned the presence of many women and children accompanying the soldiers, and even 

recounted two women giving birth onboard.47 The 41st regiment, which arrived in Quebec 

in October, 1799, had a total of 547 men, 73 women and 47 children. This was about 40 

women over the official number allowed.48 On July 13th, 1805, the Quebec Mercury 

reported 50 gunners of the Artillery disembarking; 14 women as well at 10 children were 

accompanying them.49 This was four times over the number of the regulations. 

A minority of soldiers came to the colony as married men. But how many actually 

married when stationed in Quebec City? I counted 12350 marriages during the period of 

1763-1791 and 490 for the following period of 1792-1820. Interestingly, all 123 marriages 

of the first period were found in the parish records of Quebec City Anglican Church. It was 

not possible to identify with certainty any British soldiers in the parish records of Notre-

Dame-de-Québec for the period from 1763 to 1791.51 This absence of British soldiers in 

                                                
47 Journal kept by Mrs. Courtenay Ilbert, 3, 28, 32. 
48 LAC, RG8, vol. 907, 17, Disembarkation return of His Majesty’s 41st Regiment, Quebec, 20th October, 
1799, as quoted in Ostola, “A Very Public Presence,” 64. 
49 The Quebec Mercury, July 13th, 1805, 223. 
50 In the statistics, I included only marriages involving men in active service in the British army, including 
those working for the commissary general department. Under the direct control of the Treasury, they were 
civilians in uniform, but were submitted to the same military discipline as the enlisted men. Considering that 
members of the commissary general’s department were working directly for the British army, and that they 
are listed in all military registers for the Provinces of Upper and Lower Canada along with the staff of 
garrisons and officers of all regiments serving in Canadas, I decided to included them as active members of 
Quebec City garrison. 
51 For the period 1763-1791, the only soldiers I found in Catholic records were six Germans who came to the 
colony during the American Revolutionary War. The British Crown had hired German mercenaries to help 
them against the American, and thousands of these German soldiers settled in the colony. However, it is not 
clear if they were still soldiers at the time of their marriage, so I did not count them. The number of German 
soldiers who married French Catholic women is probably higher since, although only 6 German were clearly 
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the Catholic records might very well be explained by the ongoing religious concerns 

coming from the encounter of two Christian denominations in a colony that had always 

been only Catholic.  

Religious Concerns on Mixed Marriages 

The arrival of a substantial Protestant population and, moreover, the arrival of 

Protestant ministers in the colony was an enormous change for the Catholic Church since 

Roman Catholicism had been the state religion throughout the whole French Regime. This 

change in the population raised the question of mixed marriages as early as the Fall 1759, 

as some Canadiennes married British men in the weeks following the surrender of Quebec 

City. The Catholic clergy did not know what to make of these mixed marriages, especially 

since some of them had been performed by Protestant ministers. Were they valid or not? 

The Rituel du diocese de Québec52 was of no help on the matter. There was only one short 

paragraph on cultus disparitas between spouses as one impediment to the validity of the 

sacrament of matrimony. According to the Rituel du diocese de Québec, a marriage in 

which one of the spouses was not baptized was not valid. In the case of both spouses being 

baptized, but belonging to different Christian denominations, marriage was valid, but 

illicit.53  Illicit meant that even though the Church considered these marriages legal, 

Catholic morality forbade them. However, Mgr de Saint-Vallier, the bishop of Quebec 

(1687-1727) and author of the Rituel, gave no instruction relative to the case of a Protestant 

                                                
identified as German soldiers, there were 23 German men who married at Notre-Dame de Québec between 
1776 and 1791.  
52 The Rituel du diocese de Québec gave instructions to all priests of the Quebec diocese on how to give 
sacraments. It was written by Quebec bishop Mgr de Saint-Vallier and published in 1703. The Rituel was still 
in use at the time of the Conquest. Mgr de Saint-Vallier, Rituel du diocese de Québec: publié par l’ordre de 
Mrg de Saint-Valier (sic), évêque de Québec (Paris: S. Langlois, 1703). 
53 Mgr de Saint-Vallier, Rituel du diocese de Québec, 284. 
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minister performing a mixed marriage. Confronted with this unique situation, in 1763, the 

Catholic clergy of the colony turned to theologians at the Sorbonne in Paris for answer.54  

Following the Protestant Reformation in the 16th century and the rise of new 

Christian denominations, European ecclesiastics had had to deal with the new reality of 

marriage involving spouses belonging to different faiths. All Churches forbade and 

deplored mixed marriages; marrying outside of one’s Church meant marrying a heretic, 

which was considered a very serious sin, equal to fornication and adultery.55 It contravened 

the very definition of the sacrament of matrimony in which the man and the woman 

constitute a unity of body and spirit.56 In a society that considered family and marriage as 

the cornerstone of social order, mixed marriage introduced a subversive element that 

threatened familial unity.57 Ecclesiastical authorities much debated the validity of these 

mixed marriages, until it was officially settled on the Catholic part by the pope Benedict 

XIV in 1741 in regards to the situation of Holland. Mixed marriages performed by 

Protestant ministers were declared to be valid in the eyes of the Catholic Church, but 

illicit.58  In answering the Canadian clergy, theologians of the Sorbonne referred to the 

papal decision of 1741. That position on mixed marriage still prevailed in the first decades 

of the 19th century. However, considering the illicit character of these marriages, a Catholic 

                                                
54 Trudel noted that he did not know for sure how theologians at the Sorbonne came to look at the problem 
of mixed marriages in Canada, but that it was very plausible they did so at the request of the Catholic clergy 
of the colony. AAQ, D-E, 236v.-240v., Registre de l’Évêché, 1783-1797, Délibération de la Sorbonne du 6 
avril 1763 concernant les mariages du Canada, as quoted in Trudel, L’Église canadienne sous le régime 
militaire, 1759-1764, 168. 
55 Cecilia Cristellon, “Mixed Marriage in Early Modern Europe,” in Marriage in Europe, 1400-1800, ed. 
Silvana Seidel Menchi (Toronto: Toronto Press, 2016), 295. 
56 Cecilia Cristellon, “Between Sacrament, Sin and Crime: Mixed Marriages and the Roman Church in Early 
Modern Europe,” Gender & History 29, no.3 (November 2017): 615. 
57 Ibid., 610. 
58 Bertrand Forclaz, “Les foyers de la discorde? Les mariages mixtes à Utrecht au XVIIe siècle,” Histoire, 
Sciences Sociales, no. 5 (September-October 2008): 1110. 
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deciding to marry a Protestant despite the reluctance of the Church would have to make a 

penance.59 Canadian priests were also instructed by the bishop not to bless these unions. 

However, many priests blessed these mixed unions. It was not possible to stop such 

marriages from happening, and there was a fear the couple would get married in another 

Church or that they would live in sin which would be an even greater sin than marrying 

someone from another confession.60  

The arrival of a substantial Protestant population was very disruptive as it strongly 

shook the religious unity of the colony and put at risk the very survival of Catholicism in 

the colony. The situation of the Catholic Church was very fragile in the years following the 

Conquest. Catholicism was tolerated, but was not recognized by the law. This meant that 

parish priests could not collect tithes, and therefore the Church was deprived of a main 

source of funding. Also, in 1763, both the Recollects and the Jesuits orders had been 

forbidden from recruiting, meaning they were condemned to disappear in the colony, and 

the number of parish priests was very low. Moreover, the bishop of the Quebec diocese, 

Monseigneur Pontbriand61 had died in 1760 and the nomination of a new bishop was not 

                                                
59 Ibid., 1169. 
60 Serge Gagnon, Mariage et famille au temps de Papineau (Québec: Les Presses de l’Université Laval, 
1993), 131. 
61 Québec’s bishop, Mgr Pontbriand died in 1760. The colony was left without a bishop and could no longer 
rely on France to name one. During the French Regime, it was the King of France who called the bishop of 
the colony. Having a bishop was of the utmost importance for the survival of the Catholic Church in the 
colony, since it was he who ordained the priests. Jean-Olivier Briand was named by Quebec’s chapter in 
1764 to be the new bishop, with Governor James Murray’s approval. Briand’s nomination as the new 
bishop of the colony was approved by the British King and made official in 1766. Mgr Briand has been the 
subject of debate between historians. According to Marcel Trudel, Murray thought Briand was the perfect 
candidate to episcopate since he had already showed submission under the military regime and was not 
financially independent. Briand thus had no position of power, and Murray believed he could easily make 
him eat out of his hand. Historian André Vachon argued quite the opposite. He gave much more agency to 
Briand. In his view, Briand accepted some inference from Murray in the matters of the Catholic Church in 
order to gain the favor of the new political authority and to retain some liberties. For Vachon, Briand was 
Murray’s candidate because he was able to defend the Church’s rights without ever coming to 
confrontation. Marcel Trudel, “Pourquoi Briand fut-il le candidat de Murray?” Revue d’histoire de 
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yet certain.62 Having a bishop meant assuring the survival of the Catholic Church in the 

colony since he was the one to ordain secular priests. In order to maintain its fragile position 

in the colony, the Catholic Church could not overtly defy the new British authorities, but 

had to show willingness to collaborate with the new regime. To simply condemn marriages 

performed by Protestant ministers without recognizing their validity probably would have 

been too big a provocation, and would not have helped the situation of the Catholic Church. 

The nuanced position modeled on that of the situation in Holland appeared as the best 

compromise; it allowed the Catholic Church to remain true to its principles without being 

provocative. 

This interdenominational cohabitation also required adaptation on the part of the 

newly arrived Protestant population. In 1753, British parliament had issued a new law 

regulating marriage in England, in order to prevent clandestine marriages. The Marriage 

Act only recognized legal marriages as those conducted according to the rites of the Church 

of England. This lasted until 1836 when non-conformists and Catholics were no longer 

required to marry in Anglican churches for their marriage to be legal.63 Therefore, in the 

period under study here, the English law did not consider mixed marriages performed by 

Catholic priests as valid. As a result, children born of these unions were illegitimate. 

According to Marcel Trudel, it is for this specific reason that, under the military regime 

(1759-1763), all English Protestant men who married Canadiennes appear to have done so 

according to the Anglican rites.64 

                                                
l’Amérique française 8, no. 4 (March 1955): 463-495, and André Vachon, “Mgr Jean-Olivier Briand (1715-
1794),” Les Cahiers des Dix, no.49 (1979): 145-173. 
62 Vachon, 160. 
63 Probert, “The Impact of the Marriage Act of 1753,” 254. 
64 Trudel, L’Église canadienne sous le régime militaire, 1759-1764, 164. 
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The potential problem of mixed-marriages was compounded because there was an 

ongoing antagonism against Catholicism in the British army. This could be so intense that 

when British troops were stationed in a place where a strong proportion of the population 

was Catholic, orders were issued to prevent soldiers mocking Catholic rites.65 Many 

members of the British army coming to Quebec had never been in contact with Catholic 

practice before and were often very curious about this religious peculiarity of the local 

population. Anne Ilbert, wife of Royal Artillery Captain Courtenay Ilbert, wrote in her 

journal that she has never seen a Catholic church in her life prior to coming to the colony.66  

Coming to a Catholic colony must have been quite a shock for many members of the British 

Protestant population, especially in the first decades following the Conquest as there was 

no Anglican religious building in the colony. The Anglican Cathedral of Quebec City was 

only built in 1804.67 In the meantime, the Protestant population of Quebec City held 

religious services in the Catholic chapel of the Recollect friars.68 This means that women 

who married redcoats in Quebec City between 1763 and 1804 according to the Anglican 

rites most likely did so at the Recollect chapel. 

The British army had no choice but to adapt to the religious reality of Quebec, 

especially considering that the British army came to raise regiments in Canada, and 

accepted recruits from the local Catholic population. Catholics were not technically 

                                                
65 Paul E. Kopperman, “Religion and Religious Policy in the British Army, c.1700-96,” Journal of 
Religious History 14, no.4 (1987): 399. 
66 Journal kept by Mrs. Courtenay Ilbert, 56. 
67“Cathédrale Holy Trinity,” Répertoire du patrimoine culturel du Québec, accessed April 22nd, 2021, 
https://www.patrimoine-culturel.gouv.qc.ca/rpcq/detail.do?methode=consulter&id=92773&type=bien. 
68 The Anglican service was supposed to start 30 minutes after the completion of Catholic mass at the 
Recollects chapel. However, as the duration of mass varied there was some confusion about the time the 
Anglican service started.  To solve the problem, in May 1767, the General Governor Guy Carleton 
announced in the Québec Gazette that the drummer boys of the garrison would beat the drum for 3 minutes 
at conclusion of the mass, and that the Anglican service would begin 30 minutes after the sound of the 
drums. Paul R. Reynolds, Guy Carleton: A Biography, (Toronto: Gage Publisher, 1980), 35. 
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allowed to enlist in the British army until 1793, but, during the second half of the 18th 

century, many Irish joined the ranks and most of them were Catholic.69 However, although 

the presence of Catholics within the ranks was a known fact, all military Chaplains were 

Protestant. Even after Catholics were officially allowed to enlist, the British army 

intrinsically remained a Protestant entity.70 Although the British army showed a growing 

openness towards the Catholic faith within its ranks, some concerns remained. In 1809, Sir 

James Craig, then general governor of the colony, sent the 98th regiment of foot from 

Quebec to Halifax because the soldiers were nearly all Roman Catholics and very 

“dissipated.”71 Problems of discipline in the 98th might have had something to do with the 

dominant religion of the regiment. Considering they would attend the same religious 

services as the local population, Catholic soldiers were more likely to get well acquainted 

with the civilians, which might result in lack of discipline.  In about 20 years, the British 

army went from officially not accepting Catholic recruits to ensuring Catholic soldiers 

could attend worship according to their own religion as the Standing Orders for the 

Garrison of Quebec, from 1824, shows. Officers were asked to be particularly careful to 

give all Catholic soldiers full liberty to practise their religion and to arrange for them to 

attend mass at the Cathedral Notre-Dame. The orders of 1824 also required troops in 

garrison to send reports annually of all marriages and baptisms, including all those of the 

Presbyterian and Catholic denominations, to the Horse Guards.72 Standing Orders from 

1824 were clearly designed to fit the particular social reality of Quebec City. The close 

                                                
69 Kopperman, “Religion and Religious Policy in the British Army, c.1700-96," 403. 
70 Ibid. 
71 LAC, MG24-A9, R9686-0-4-E, Microfilm A-1926, Sir George Prevost Fonds, Diary of Anne Elinor 
Prevost, daughter of Sir George Prevost, 72. (hereafter cited as Diary of Anne Elinor Prevost) 
72 His Majesty’s Stationeby-Office, Warrant for the Regulation of the Barracks, in Great Britain, Ireland, 
and the Colonies (London: J. Hartnell, 1824,) 13, 21, 31. 
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interaction between members of different religious denominations did result in mixed 

marriages, which can be considered a defining parameter of coexistence since they 

indicated integration or segregation between religious groups.73  

Indeed, one can see an evolution in the number of mixed marriages happening in 

Quebec City British Garrison throughout the years. For the period of 1763 to 1791, I 

identified 12 mixed marriages74 (9.75% of all marriages). There were 70 mixed marriages 

for the period 1792-1820 (15.21% of all marriages).75 This increase is not insignificant. In 

the first two decades of the 19th century, the Protestant population of the city went from 

about 1500 to more than 3300 people due to immigration from the British Isles and the 

United States.76 This means British soldiers had more opportunities to marry British 

women. Despite this growth of the Anglo-Protestant population, there was an increase in 

the number of British soldiers marrying Catholic women. This can be seen as a sign of a 

greater integration between the Catholic/civil and Protestant/military population after 

decades of coexistence. 

The Number of Marriages in the British Garrison 

The total number of marriages of the garrison, 123 between 1763-1791, and 490 

between 1792-1820, can seem rather high at first glance, but they need to be put in 

perspective of the strength of the garrison.  

                                                
73 Forclaz, “Les foyers de la discorde?” 1112. 
74 All mixed marriages for the period 1763-1791 were found in the records of Holy Trinity. I did find 
mixed-marriages in the parish records of Notre-Dame de Québec, but the grooms were not identified as a 
soldier or an officer of the British army. 
75 In order to identify these marriages, I looked at names to find women of Canadien origin. I then used the 
data base PRDH to confirm if indeed the individual was born in the colony and had been baptized in the 
Roman Catholic Church. However, not all individuals appear in that database. Although, names are a good 
clue to determine someone’s nationality, it is not a perfect method. When the clerk is Anglophone, French 
names are sometimes anglicised, which can be misleading. I thus included only the mixed-marriages I was 
sure about. 
76 John Hare, Marc Lafrance and David-Thiery Ruddel, Histoire de la ville de Québec, 1608-1871 
(Montreal: Boréal, 1987), 146. 
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Table 1. Number of marriages in the British garrison of Quebec City according to the Anglican 
Church records, 1768-1791.77 

Year Number of marriages 
1768 0 
1769 4 
1770 1 
1771 0 
1772 3 
1773 2 
1774 1 
1775 0 
1776 1 
1777 6 
1778 2 
1779 3 
1780 11 
1781 3 
1782 11 
1783 22 
1784 7 
1785 8 
1786 10 
1787 7 
1788 9 
1789 1 
1790 6 
1791 5 
Total 123 

 

Table 1 presents the number of marriages that happened each year between 176878 

and 1791. Of the 123 marriages, 76 involved soldiers, 21 non-commissioned officers and 

20 officers. On the premise there was on average 1043 men garrisoned in the city each year 

and using the very conservative estimate that only six percent of these men were already 

married, which is a mere 63, that still leaves about 980 unmarried men stationed in the city 

each year. Without a doubt, the proportion of married men was higher than what 

                                                
77 I also examined the parish records of Notre-Dame-de-Québec for the same period; however, although there 
were marriages where the husband was obviously British, none of them were clearly identified as a soldier 
or officer of the British army. The parish records of St. Andrews Presbytarian Church have also been looked 
at, but they do not mention the profession of the spouses for the years 1770 (the first year of the records) to 
1795. In fact, they appear to be reconstructed records. The marriages are listed as an index with only the date 
of the ceremony and the names of the spouses. 
78 The Anglican Records are only available from 1768. 

All statistics come from  BAnQ, CE301, S61, Fonds Cour supérieure. District judiciaire de Québec. État civil, “Holy Trinity 
Anglican Cathedral, 1768-1795A.”  

 



 36 
 

regulations dictated, but that does not change the fact that soldiers marrying in Quebec City 

was not a common event. 

Table 1 is also particularly interesting since it shows how marriages in the garrison 

very much depended on the political context which affected the strength of the garrison. 

Indeed, there were no recorded marriages in 1775. That year, there were only 206 soldiers 

in the city, since all the others had been sent to the American colonies to fight the 

Revolution.79 Reinforcements only arrived in the Spring 1776, but most of them went 

straight to the American colonies. Without a doubt, officers were reluctant to give men 

permission to marry when the political context was so uncertain, and when soldiers should 

not be distracted with matters of domesticity. The circumstances were also not favourable 

for the officers to marry.  

The year of 1783 really stands out in terms of the number of marriages (22). The 

year marked the end of the American War of Independence. This means that more soldiers 

than usual passed through Quebec on their way back to England or to other garrisons of 

the Empire.80 The end of the war also brought a more stable political context, a time that 

was more favourable to marry. A total of four officers married that year, two captains and 

two lieutenants, which is the highest number of officers for the whole period 1763-1791. 

Since widows account for only three of the 22 marriages of 1783, the remarriage of war 

widows does not appear as a defining factor explaining the rise in the number of marriages 

that year.  

                                                
79 Ostola, “A Very Public Presence,” 59. 
80 Ibid., 49. 



 37 
 

Table 2. presents the marriages for the period 1763-1791 according to regiments. It 

shows in a concrete way how the proportion of married men varied in each regiment, and 

even in each company. Within two weeks in October, 1786, three soldiers of Captain Ross’ 

company of the 4th battalion of the Royal Artillery married.81 Between December 11th, 1787 

and December 23rd, 1787 three men of Captain Scott’s company of the 26th regiment also 

tied the knot. There is a direct correlation between the time the regiment spent in the city 

and the number of men who married while in this city, which is not at all surprising. 

 

Regiment Number of marriages 
8th Regiment of Foot (or King’s) 9 
9th Regiment of Foot 1 
24th Regiment of Foot 4 
26th Regiment of Foot 8 
29th Regiment of Foot 1 
31st Regiment of Foot 29 
33rd Regiment of Foot 2 
34th Regiment of Foot 1 
44th Regiment of Foot 13 
52nd Regiment of Foot 2 
53rd Regiment of Foot 2 
59th Regiment of Foot 1 
60th Regiment of Foot (or Royal 
American) 

4 

65th Regiment of Foot 5 
72nd Regiment of Foot 2 
84th Regiment of Foot 2 
Royal Artillery Regiment 23 
Royal Engineer Regiment 4 
Unknown 10 

 

For example, the 31st regiment had the highest number of marriages for the period 

1763-1791. All of them took place between 1780 and 1785. The 31st regiment of Foot was 

part of the reinforcement that arrived in Quebec City in May 1776 and its companies of 

                                                
81 BAnQ-Q, CE301, S61, Fonds Cour supérieure. District judiciaire de Québec. État civil, “Holy Trinity 
Anglican Cathedral,” 195-197.  

All statistics come from  BAnQ, CE301, S61, Fonds Cour supérieure. District judiciaire de Québec. État civil, “Holy Trinity 
Anglican Cathedral, 1768-1795A.”  

Table 2. Number of marriages according to regiments, 1763-1791 
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infantry82 remained in Quebec City for the duration of the War of Independence, and only 

returned home in 1787. The regiment was stationed in Quebec City for about ten years, 

which appears to be a lengthier stay than most regiments.83 

The case of the Royal Artillery Regiment (RAR) is particularly interesting as it was 

stationed in the city throughout the whole period 1763-1820. Between 1763 and 1774, there 

were about 50 artillery men in the city. In the following years, despite the state of war, the 

strength of artillery did not increase. Artillery reinforcements were sent to North America, 

but they went directly to the frontline. Therefore, the number of artillery men in Quebec 

stayed fairly constant during the early years of the war and then diminished to reach a mere 

24 men in 1780. After the war, Quebec City officially became headquarters to the Royal 

Artillery Regiment in North America and, from this moment on, half of the Artillery 

strength of the colony was in Quebec City until 1791.84 One effect of this increase in the 

artillery strength is the number of marriages. Out of the 23 artillery men who married 

between 1763 and 1791, 15 of them did so between 1785 and 1790. The regiment had an 

average of three marriages per year at the end of the period 1763-1791, and that number 

remained stable in the following decades. 

The presence of the Royal Artillery Regiment was a constant in the British garrison 

throughout the period 1763-1791 as well as during the period 1792-1820. Most regiments 

                                                
82 During the American War of Independence, British regiments where usually divided in ten companies, two 
flank companies and eight companies of foot (or infantry). The term “flank” refers to the right and left sides 
of an attacking line of battle, which were the most vulnerable positions. Flank companies were made of the 
best soldiers of the regiments and it was common in wartime to detached flank companies from their regiment 
to form a new battalion. Considered to be the best of the best, these flank battalions were in the frontline of 
battle. It is what happened to the 31st regiment. Its two flank companies were sent to the 13 colonies and took 
part in the battle of Saratoga, among others, while the infantry companies stayed in Quebec to help with the 
defense of the city. Schenawolf, “The British Army Command & Structure in the American Revolution.” 
83 Ostola, “A Very Public Presence,”46. 
84 Christian Rioux, La présence du Régiment Royal Artillery à Québec de 1759 à 1871 (Ottawa : Parks 
Canada, 1979), 35. 
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would come and go, meaning that the regiments stationed in the city for the period 1792-

1820 were not the same than during the first decades after the Conquest. However, the 

period 1792-1820 mainly differs from the period 1763-1791 because marriages of the 

garrison were not only found in Anglican records, but also in Catholic, Presbyterian and 

Garrison records. This reveals a change in the very composition of the British army: 

Catholics were now officially allowed to enlist, and the British army had started raising 

regiments in Canada, like the Royal Canadian Volunteer regiment.  

Table 3. Number of marriages in Quebec City British Garrison according to the parish records, 1792-1820 
Year Holy Trinity 

Anglican 
Church 

St. Andrews 
Presbyterian 

Church 

Notre-Dame de 
Québec  

Garrison 
Records 

Total per year 

1792 4 0 0 0 4 
1793 11 0 0 0 11 
1794 11 0 0 0 11 
1795 5 0 0 0 5 
1796 18 1 2 0 21 
1797 11 9 4 0 24 
1798 3 1 0 2 6 
1799 5 2 0 12 19 
1800 6 1 0 2 9 
1801 8 9 6 0 23 
1802 6 2 9 0 17 
1803 5 2 0 0 7 
1804 6 2 0 0 8 
1805 5 2 0 0 7 
1806 8 3 1 0 12 
1807 9 4 0 0 13 
1808 14 7 1 0 22 
1809 6 5 2 0 13 
1810 5 5 3 0 13 
1811 17 8 0 0 25 
1812 26 11 0 0 37 
1813 20 12 1 0 33 
1814 12 10 0 0 22 
1815 1 26 1 0 28 
1816 0 16 1 0 17 
1817 5 12 1 0 18 
1818 1 3 6 21 31 
1819 0 1 5 22 28 
1820 2 1 0 3 6 
Total 230 155 43 62 490 

 

 

There is a small peak in the number of marriages in the years 1796 and 1797 

following the arrival in the city of the first battalion of the newly raised regiment of the 

Royal Canadian Volunteer (RCV). The regiment was entirely recruited in Upper and Lower 

Statistics come from BAnQ-Q, CE301, S61Fonds Cour supérieure. District judiciaire de Québec. État civil, “Holy Trinity Anglican Cathedral,” 
CE301, S66, “St.Andrews Presbyterian Church of Quebec,” CE301, S71, “Garrison of Quebec Anglican Church,”, and Institut Généalogique 

Drouin, Fonds Drouin, Registres de la Basilique Notre-Dame-de-Québec. 
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Canada in 1794 and 1795 following a decision of the British Government to raise regiments 

in British North America to aid in the defense of the colony during the particularly tense 

context of the Napoleonic Wars. The regiment of RCV was made of two battalions. The 

first was largely commanded by Canadiens officers, most of them coming from the old 

Canadien nobility, and the majority of the soldiers was also Canadiens. The second 

battalion was mainly composed of men of British origin.85 The implication of this is 

apparent when one considers Catholic marriage records. All soldiers, except one, who 

married at Notre-Dame de Québec between 1796 and 1802 were Canadiens belonging to 

the first battalion of the Royal Canadian Volunteers. In 1799, inspections of the regiment 

reported a high desertion rate.86 This had most probably been a problem since the moment 

the regiment was raised. As a strategy to stop men from deserting and to improve 

recruitment,87 it is very possible that officers decided to allow a higher proportion of men 

than usual to marry. The disbandment of the regiment in 1802 therefore helps to explain 

the drop from 17 marriages in the garrison in 1802 to only 7 marriages in 1803. 

The RCV had an average of 4.42 marriages a year,88 higher than the average of the 

Royal Artillery Regiment (2.96 marriages a year). The latter had the highest total number 

of marriages as Table 8 shows. The short existence of the RCV did not leave much time 

for soldiers to prove their good conduct or to gain in seniority, which, along with the 

                                                
85 John Louis Hubert Neilson, The Royal Canadian Volunteers 1794-1802: An Historical Sketch (Montreal: 
John Lovell & Sons, 1895), 3. 
86 We can suppose that the high desertion rate of the regiment was due to a lack of attachment of the 
Canadiens to the military institutions, disillusion on the promises made by recruiting officers or that it was 
easier for local men to desert than English men who had no acquaintances or knowledge of the territory.  
Loyal Edmunton Regiment Military Museum, “British Regiments Established in Canada: 1793,”last 
modified 2018, https://www.lermuseum.org/colony-to-confederation-1764-1866/1764-1811/british-
regiments-established-in-canada-179.3. 
87 Trustram, Women of the Regiment, 38. 
88 31 men of the RCV married during the seven years the regiment was in the city. 

Table 4. Number of marriages depending on the regiment, 1792-1820. 
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prospective bride’s good character, were usually the criteria on which officers would give 

permission to marry. This suggests that in the case of the RCV, marriage was indeed a 

strategy to recruit and prevent desertion. The RCV is an outlier when considering marriages 

within the British garrison at Quebec. It was Canadien and Catholic, and only around for 

a short time. In addition, unlike other regiments that could be sent elsewhere in the Empire, 

the RCV was meant to stay in Canada. Therefore, it did not mean the same thing for a 

woman to marry a soldier of the RCV or to marry a British soldier who had signed a life-

time contract. Being a soldier was only an episode in the lives of RCV men. For example, 

Michel Barbeau, born in Charlesbourg (a parish near Quebec City) in 1758 married 

Geneviève Deguise Flamand in October, 1793 at Notre-Dame de Québec. He was 

registered as a tanner.89 In 1802, he was recorded as a soldier of the Royal Canadian 

Volunteer Regiment when his third child was baptized.90 In 1804, at the baptism of his 

fourth child, he is said to have returned to his previous occupation of tanner.91  

There is a decrease in the number of marriages of the garrison following the 

disbandment of the RCV, until 1808 when there were 22 marriages. The strength of the 

garrison that year (there were over 2000 men stationed in the city) resulted in a higher 

number of marriages. The presence of the 10th Royal Veteran Battalion in the city also 

helps to explain this increase. Seven out of the 22 marriages of 1808 involved men of that 

particular battalion, which had less restrictive marriage regulations than other regiments 

since veteran soldiers were considered steadier. After a few years with a fewer number of 

marriages, the number rose up again in 1811. Unlike during the American War of 

                                                
89 Institut Généalogique Drouin, Fonds Drouin, Registres Basilique Notre-Dame-de-Québec, 1793, 63.  
90 Institut Généalogique Drouin, Fonds Drouin, Registres Basilique Notre-Dame-de-Québec, 1801-1802, 53. 
91 Institut Généalogique Drouin, Fonds Drouin, Registres Basilique Notre-Dame-de-Québec, 1803-1804, 63. 
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Independence, there was an increase in the number of marriages during the War of 1812 

(see Table 3). The period 1811 to 1815 truly stands out as five years with a higher incidence 

of marriages. It corresponds to the period when the strength of the garrison was the highest 

it had ever been. 

 

Regiment Number of Marriages 
1st Regiment of Foot (Royal Scots) 17 
4th Regiment of Foot (King’s Own) 8 
5th Regiment of Foot 8 
6th Regiment of Foot 22 
7th Regiment of Foot (Royal Fusileers) 14 
8th Regiment of Foot 14 
24th Regiment of Foot 11 
26th Regiment of Foot 22 
30th Regiment of Foot 2 
31st Regiment of Foot 1 
41st Regiment of Foot 13 
44th Regiment of Foot 1 
46th Regiment of Foot 1 
49th Regiment of Foot 12 
56th Regiment of Foot 1 
60th Regiment of Foot 39 
68th Regiment of Foot 8 
70th Regiment of Foot 4 
76th Regiment of Foot 6 
81st Regiment of Foot 1 
82nd Regiment of Foot 1 
98th Regiment of Foot 9 
99th Regiment of Foot 6 
100th Regiment of Foot 9 
103rd Regiment of Foot 22 
104th Regiment of Foot (New Brunswick 
Regiment) 

10 

Royal Newfoundland Regiment of foot 13 
Royal Canadian Volunteer Regiment 31 
Queen’s Rangers Regiment 1 
Glengary Light Infantry Fencibles 5 
Regiment de Meuron 4 
Watterville’s Regiment 1 
Canadian Regiment of Fencible Infantry 10 
10th Royal Veteran Battalion 
(Renumbered the 4th in 1815) 

56 

Royal Engineer Regiment 2 
Royal Artillery Regiment 83 
Royal Sapper and Minors Regiment 1 
19th Light Dragoons 1 
Royal Staff to the Forces 2 
Commissary General 2 
Medical Staff 3 
Ordnance Department 13 

 

 

Table 4. Number of marriages according to regiments, 1792-1820 

Statistics come from BAnQ-Q, CE301, S61Fonds Cour supérieure. District judiciaire de Québec. État civil, “Holy Trinity Anglican Cathedral,” 
CE301, S66, “St.Andrews Presbyterian Church of Quebec,” CE301, S71, “Garrison of Quebec Anglican Church,”, and Institut Généalogique 

Drouin, Fonds Drouin, Registres de la Basilique Notre-Dame-de-Québec. 
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Aside from the Royal Artillery Regiment, the Royal Canadian Volunteer Regiment 

and the 10th Royal Veteran Battalion, the other regiment standing out in the statistics is the 

60th Regiment of Foot.  The high number of marriages can be explained by the long period 

of time it spent in the city, as it served back and forth in Canada from 1759 to at least 1819. 

In 1818 and 1819, seven soldiers of the 60th Regiment married at Notre-Dame de Québec, 

and they were all said to be from Europe. Five were from France, one from Bavaria and 

one from the duchy of Milano.92 The regiment was known to very often be sent first to the 

frontline, and, for that reason, British men were not keen in becoming officers in that 

particular regiment. As a result, it was the only regiment of the British army accepting 

foreign officers. The regiment’s reputation of always being at the frontline of battle also 

rendered general recruitment extremely difficult. The War Office even sent convicted 

deserters to serve in the 60th instead of having them flogged.93 It is therefore not surprising 

to see foreign recruits serving in the 60th. According to Frederick Tolfrey, a young officer 

serving in Quebec City in early nineteenth century, nine-tenths of the 2nd battalion of the 

60th Regiment were Germans.94 As with the RCV, the possibility of gaining permission to 

marry might have been a recruitment strategy for the 60th regiment. This shows a clear gap 

between official regulations and their application, as it appears officers adapted marriage 

regulations to the needs of specific regiments, and to the context of the colony.  

                                                
92 Joseph Doulié (m. Madeleine Charon on January 7th, 1818), from near Dunkerque, North of France. Joseph 
Godrel (m. Marie Anne Croteau on April 14th, 1818), from Brittany, France. Louis Bruné (m. Josephte Bégin, 
April 21st, 1818), from Lille, North of France. Joseph L’enfumé (m. Françoise Audet, July 14th, 1818), from 
Vésoul, Haute-Saône, France. Antoine Broyer (m. Catherine Racine on July 14th, 1818), from Longwy, 
Moselle, France. Henri Blaman (m. Sara Henri, June 23rd, 1818) from Aschaffenbourg, Bavaria. Pierre 
Milano (m. Cécile Vermette, on Jan. 12th, 1819), from Alessandria, duchy of Milano. 
Institut Généalogique Drouin, Fonds Drouin, Registres Basilique Notre-Dame-de-Québec, 1818, 3A, 45B, 
84A, 96A, 96B, and Registres Basilique Notre-Dame-de-Québec, 1819, 5A, 78A, 112A, 122B.  
93 Roch Legault, “L’organisation sous le régime britannique et le rôle assigné à la gentilhommerie 
canadienne,” Revue d’histoire de l’Amérique française 45, no. 2 (Autumn 1991): 237. 
94 Frederic Tolfrey, The Sportsman in Canada (London: T.C. Newby, 1845), 38. 
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Marriage of Officers in Quebec City 

There were no official regulations relative to the marriage of officers, but there 

existed a custom that junior officers should not marry. Was the custom respected in the 

specific colonial context of Quebec City?  

 

Rank Ensign Lieutenant Captain 

  

Lieutenant-Colonel 

Number of marriages 3 10 6 1 

 

Table 5 shows the ranks of the 20 officers of Quebec City garrison who married 

between 1763 and 1791. From a simple look, it is easy to see that the custom relative to the 

marriage of junior officers was not respected. Young officers married in Quebec City more 

often than senior officers. This tendency continued during the following period of 1792-

1820 as shown in Table 6. 

 

Rank Ensign Lieutenant Captain Major Lieutenant-
Colonel 

Quartermaster95 Surgeon96 

Number of 
marriages 

4 27 18 2 6 3 6 

 
 

                                                
95 The quartermaster was the officer responsible for supply for a regiment. They usually held the rank of 
major or captain. S.J. Park and G.F. Nafziger, “The Military System of Great Britain,” in The British Military 
Its System and Organization 1803-1815 (Brantford: Ramf Co., 1983), 7. 
96 Surgeon and assistant-surgeon were in a class of their own in the British army. According to regulations, 
there was one surgeon and one assistant-surgeon attached to each regiment of foot. They were not required 
to have any formal medical qualifications. The surgeon and his mate were regimental officers appointed by 
the colonel of the regiment. A.J. Barker, Redcoats: The British Soldier in America (London: Dent, 1976), 14. 

All statistics come from  BAnQ, CE301, S61, Fonds Cour supérieure. District judiciaire de Québec. État civil, “Holy Trinity 
Anglican Cathedral, 1768-1795A.”  

 

Table 5. Number of marriages according to officer’s rank, 1763-1791 

Table 6. Number of marriages according to officer’s rank, 1792-1820 

Statistics come from BAnQ-Q, CE301, S61Fonds Cour supérieure. District judiciaire de Québec. État civil, “Holy Trinity 
Anglican Cathedral,” CE301, S66, “St.Andrews Presbyterian Church of Quebec,” CE301, S71, “Garrison of Quebec 

Anglican Church,”, and Institut Généalogique Drouin, Fonds Drouin, Registres de la Basilique Notre-Dame-de-Québec. 
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We can suppose that part of the explanation of this phenomenon is that most senior 

officers would have married in England. Being higher in rank, and having sometimes 

gained titles of nobility due to their years of service, senior officers would seek to marry a 

woman of high social status with a good fortune. Another explanation would be that the 

lower the rank, the more numerous were the men holding that rank. Still, lieutenants being 

more numerous than senior officers in regiments does not change the fact that lieutenants 

were not supposed to marry if they were not in a financial position to support a family. 

Lieutenant John Le Couteur, of the 104th of Foot, made it clear in his memoirs on his time 

Canada during the War of 1812, that he was too aware of his financial position to even 

think of proposing marriage to one of the many young ladies he encountered and admired:97  

A very dear friend said to me: “Do You admire Miss____ very much?” “She is the nicest 
girl I have met in America, very good & dear.” “Is that all you think of Her?” “Oh Yes, 
what else could a poor Sub. Like me think of?98  
 

Le Couteur added that, had he been twenty-five and a captain, the young lady would have 

been an admirable mother to his children.99 Was the financial situation of Le Couteur 

representative of that of all young officers in duty in Canada? It appears not. Recollections 

from George Thomas Landmann leave the impression of a life free of any financial 

preoccupation while he was a young lieutenant of the Royal Engineer Regiment stationed 

in Quebec City at the end of the 1790s.100 The memoirs of young officer Frederic Tolfrey, 

                                                
97 John Le Couteur, Merry Hearts make Light Days: The War of 1812 Journal of Lieutenant John Le 
Couteur, 104th Foot (Ottawa: Carleton University Press, 1993), 13. 
98 Meaning Sub-officers. Le Couteur, Merry Hearts make Light Days, 150. 
99 Ibid., 150. 
100 Barbara R. Tunis, “George Thomas Landmann,” Dictionary of Canadian Biography, accessed June 23, 
2020, http://www.biographi.ca/en/bio/landmann_george_thomas_8E.html George Thomas Landmann, 
Adventures and Recollections of Colonel Landmann, late of the Corps of Royal Engineers (London: 
Colburn and Co., Publishers, 1852.) 
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stationed in Quebec City in the 1810s, also describe a life without any financial 

constraint.101 It might very well be that the colonial context of Quebec City provided 

financial opportunities to young officers allowing them to marry fairly young, which might 

not have been possible so early in their military career had they stayed in England. The 

characters in the epistolary novel The History of Emily Montague, written in Quebec City 

by Frances Brooke and published in 1769,102 often discussed the possibilities of wealth that 

the newly acquired British colony offered. The main masculine characters, especially 

Colonel Edwards Rivers, put much hope in the prospect of landed wealth that Canada held 

to increase their fortune.103 

Conclusion 

 Marriage in the British garrison of Quebec City was not simply a matter of a union 

between two individuals. There were military, religious and even political elements which 

affected the number of marriages happening each year in the garrison. Military and 

religious authorities both sought to control marriages: military authorities to prevent 

disorder in the ranks, and religious authorities out of fear mixed marriages would create 

disorder in the local population and weaken the position of the Catholic Church in the 

colony. Mixed marriages did happen however, and looking at them reveals that the military 

and civil population adapted to each other and even began to come together, as the 

evolution of the number of mixed marriages over the years shows.  The army adapted to 

                                                
101 Tolfrey, The Sportsman in Canada. 
102 Frances Brooke was a British writer, mostly known for her novel The History of Emily Montague, 
published in London in 1769. It is considered to be the first Canadian novel, since Brooke wrote it when 
she was in Canada. She lived in Quebec City from 1765 to 1768. Her husband, John Brooke, was the 
chaplain of the British garrison of Quebec at the time. Lorraine McMullen, “Frances, Moore,” Dictionary 
of Canadian Biography, accessed June 23, 2020, http://www.biographi.ca/en/bio/moore_frances_4F.html 
103Robert Merret, “The Politics of Romance in “The History of Emily Montague,” Canadian Literature 
133, no. 133 (1992): 98. 
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the particular colonial context of Quebec City as regulations on marriage were severely 

bent when it came to soldiers’ marriages and, as it appears, general expectations on 

officers’ marriages also seem to not have been respected as the colonial context presumably 

presented new opportunities for young officers. Marriages in the garrison mirrored the 

religious, military and political context of the city as well as the diversity of the civilian 

and military populations. This will be the subject of the following chapter.  
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Chapter 2 
Introducing the Army Wives 

 
 In her Story of the British Army Wife, author Veronica Bamfield discussed how, in 

the early modern period, many civilian families considered the soldier as “a debased 

creature no decent girl would marry.”1 Soldiers carried a bad reputation as drunkards and 

womanizers, and as a result there would be a strong stigma to marrying a redcoat. This 

stigma might have discouraged some women of Quebec City from marrying a British 

military man for the first fifty years after the Conquest. In addition, both the military and 

religious regulations relative to marriage may have dissuaded some women to marry into 

the garrison. As presented in the previous chapter, marriage in the garrison was rather an 

exceptional event. This rarity makes it even more worth asking the questions “who were 

these women who married a soldier or an officer of Quebec City British garrison?” and 

“why did they make the choice of marrying a military man?” Prior to answering the 

question “why?” it is first necessary to understand who these women were since 

matrimonial strategies very much depended on the women’s backgrounds.  

This chapter will focus on the question “who were these women?” by making an 

analysis at the individual scale. The objective is to gain a better understanding of their 

cultural and social profile and see if there were some common threads among the army 

wives. In that perspective, the chapter will first challenge the dominant cultural framework 

of Canadiens/British. Most historical analysis of Quebec society post-conquest uses the 

simplistic division between Canadiens and British, consciously or not. It is true that there 

were two main cultural groups in Quebec City at the time, each with their own language 

                                                
1 Veronica Bamfield, On the Strenght: The Story of the British Army Wife (London: Charles Knight & 
Company Limited, 1974), 14. 
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and religion. However, these two groups were also divided primarily by class – the elites 

and ordinary inhabitants.2 Considering the importance of these social divisions, I will then 

examine separately the social background of the women who married officers and of those 

who married soldiers. This close analysis will also allow insights into these women’s 

connections to the civilian population of the city. Finally, I will complete these women’s 

profile by looking at age at the time of the marriage, to see how it compares to the civilian 

population. 

 Some Nuances on the Cultural Framework 

When it comes to examining the cultural background of the brides, the dominant 

framework is that of the division between the Canadiens and the British since they were 

the two main cultural groups in the colony. Between 1763-1791 there were 12 marriages 

involving Canadiennes (out of 123). There were 100 marriages involving Canadiennes for 

period 1792-1820 (out of 490). In thirty of these marriages the groom was a Canadien. 

This means that there were 70 marriages between Canadiennes and British men (15.21% 

of marriages involving British military men) for the latter period. However, this main 

framework Canadien/British is insufficient to encompass the cultural diversity of the 

population. There were other cultures present within the population, and, in addition, both 

the Canadien and the British cultures carried multiple nuances. The term “British” 

encompassed people from England, Wales, Scotland and Ireland. For many individuals, 

being Scottish or Irish prevailed over being British. The British army acknowledged these 

differences, as some regiments were formed almost entirely with men coming from one 

                                                
2 Donald Fyson, “The Conquered and the Conqueror: The Mutual Adaptation of the Canadiens and British 
in Québec, 1759-1775,” in Revisiting 1759: The Conquest of Canada in Historical Perspective, ed. Philip 
Buckner and John G. Reid (Toronto, University of Toronto Press, 2012), 193. 
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specific part of the British Isles like the Royal Scots Regiment and the Royal Welsh 

Fusiliers.  Therefore, it may well be that some women defined themselves more as Scots 

or Welsh than as British and that this had an impact on their choice of a spouse. The 

presence of Irish Catholics in Quebec City particularly complicated the division between 

Canadien/Catholic and British/Protestant. In the first decade of the 19th century, the Irish 

had become a significant part of the city’s population. They accounted for about 1000 

individuals in 1817.3 The arrival of a substantial number of Irish meant the British 

population was no longer only Protestant; a significant proportion of the English-speaking 

population of the city was now Catholic.4 

A striking example of the importance that some placed on national differences is 

that of Scottish Lieutenant-Colonel John Nairne and his wife, Scottish immigrant 

Christiana Emery. Lieutenant-Colonel Nairne married his years long partner, with whom 

he already had six children, on July 20th 1788.5 All of the witnesses at his marriage were 

Scottish: Malcom Fraser (justice of peace in Quebec City), Simon Fraser (merchant), and 

John Fraser (nephew of Simon Fraser).6 Marrying a non-Protestant/non-Scottish woman 

thus seemed to have been absolutely out of the question for him. 

                                                
3 Ruddel, “Quebec City: The Evolution of a Colonial Town,”110. 
4 There were Irish Catholic belonging to the British garrison of Quebec City. I could identify with certainty 
four Irish women who married soldiers in the parish records. They all married at Notre-Dame-de Québec. 
For example, Marie Doudle, daughter of Florent and Marie Doudle of the county of Toprary in Ireland, 
married Patrick Leary, of the county of Farch in Ireland, soldier in the 98th regiment of foot, on June 13th, 
1809. Institut Généalogique Drouin, Fonds Drouin, Registres Basilique Notre-Dame-de-Québec, 1809-
1810, 54A;  
5 BAnQ-Q, CE301, S61,  Fonds Cour supérieure. District judiciaire de Québec. État civil, “Holy Trinity 
Anglican Cathedral,” June 20th, 1788, 213. 
6 Nairne was known for being extremely chauvinist. He even had sought to start a small Scottish Protestant 
colony by bringing Scottish soldiers to live on the lands of La Malbaye conceded to him by James Murray. 
He considered the marriages of his Protestant Scottish settlers with Canadiennes to be a devastating failure. 
Jacqueline Roy, “John Nairne,” Dictionary of Canadian Biography, accessed June 23, 2020, 
http://www.biographi.ca/en/bio/nairne_john_5F.html 
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The case of John Nairne clearly shows that the British population in Quebec City 

was not a homogenous group. And it seems that some at least considered that people of 

British descent born in the colonies were different from those born in England. In her 

journal (which she wrote as letters to her kin in England), Mrs. Anne Ilbert commented on 

Mr. John Coffin, the Commissary General of the British Army in Quebec City: “did any of 

you ever hear the name, he is at present in England. I wish he would bring us an English 

wife – You do know what I do mean.”7 We thus can suppose that, for Mrs. Ilbert, “an 

English wife” had to be born and raised in England. This suggests that there was a sort of 

hierarchy of “Englishness” and that this was endorsed by garrison members and might have 

impacted the choice of a spouse.  

There were also important nuances when it comes to Canadiennes. They were not 

all daughters of Canadien families who had been in the colony for generations. Between 

1763-1820, a growing number of Catholic women were born in the colony of parents of 

different cultures. I did not consider a woman’s very unique background to be an anomaly 

which should be left out, but rather as an element showing the diversity of the population 

of both the garrison and of Quebec City’s population at large.  

The Profiles of Officer Wives, 1763-1820 

Officers stationed in Quebec City enjoyed a high social status. They had access to 

the highest social circles of Quebec society, being frequently invited to social events hosted 

by the Governor at the Chateau Saint-Louis.8 Officers would thus socialize with their social 

                                                
7 NAM, 1996-06-136, Photocopy of transcript of a journal kept by Mrs Courtenay Ilbert, wife of 2nd Captain 
Courtenay Ilbert, Royal Artillery, of their voyage across the Atlantic, 1807, 53. (hereafter cited as Journal 
kept by Mrs. Courtenay Ilbert) 
8 Lawrence Ostola, “A Very Public Presence: The British Army Garrison in the Town of Quebec, 1759-
1838” (PhD Thesis, Université Laval, 2007), 81. 
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equivalent in civilian society like colonial administrators, high members of the clergy and 

wealthy merchants. In his analysis of marriage patterns amongst soldiers stationed in the 

German city of Göttingen between 1713-1756, Ralf Pröve suggested that there was a close 

correlation between civilian women’s social status and their husband’s military rank. 

Women from the lower parts of Göttingen generally married privates, while daughters of 

town councillors and university professors married officers.9 The social profiles of the 

women who became the wives of British officers in Quebec City between 1763 and 1820 

support Pröve’s idea as they reveal equivalences in social status between officers and their 

civilian counterparts.   

The social status could prevail over the cultural background in making a match as 

there were a few marriages between Canadiennes and British officers throughout the 

period 1763-1820. Albert Anthony Wheterell, in his study of Murray’s government (1764-

1768) and the transition from French to British Canada, wrote that the officers of the 

garrison looked forward to socializing with the Canadien seigneurs and their families as 

they were aristocrats and gentlemen like themselves. As he argued, class mattered more 

than cultural differences.10 Historians, like Michel Brunet and Marcel Trudel, have 

suggested that, in the aftermath of the Conquest, Canadien noble and seigneurial families 

were eager to ensure their position in the new British elite social circles, and intermarriage 

was one way to do this.11 However, historian Karine Pépin showed that only 38 marriages 

(8.7%) occurred between members of the old Canadien nobility and the new British 

                                                
9 Ralf Pröve, Stehendes Heer und städtische Gesellschaft im 18. Jahrhundert. Göttingen und seine 
Militärbevölkerung 1713-1756, (Munich : Oldenbourg Wissenschaftsverlag, 1995), 276-82, as quoted Peter 
H. Wilson, “German Women and War, 1500-1800,” War in History 3, no. 2 (1996), 149. 
10 Albert Anthony Wheterell, “General James Murray and British Canada: the transition from French to 
British Canada, 1759-1766” (PhD Thesis, St. John’s University, 1979), 149. 
11 Michel Brunet, “Les Canadiens et les débuts de la domination britannique, 1760-1791,” Les Brochures 
Historiques de la Société Historique du Canada, no.13 (1966), 5. 
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population over a 40 year span (1760-1800).12 Although marriages between members of 

the Canadien nobility and the British population was not very common, it was not a 

negligible phenomenon; it reflected a degree of mutual integration between different 

cultural groups in the decades following the Conquest.   

For the whole period 1763-1820, there were 86 marriages involving officers of the 

garrison. Out of these 86 women, only 11 were Canadiennes. Four of them married 

between 1763-1791. One was of the old Canadien nobility; Marie Charles Joseph Le 

Moyne, baroness of Longueil, married David-Alexander Grant, captain in the 84th 

regiment, on May 7th, 1781.13 She was the daughter of Charles-Jacques Le Moyne de 

Longueil, who owned a large barony close to Montreal. He had been a captain in the French 

army and had received the St. Louis Cross.14 He had died fighting during the Seven Years 

war, leaving his daughter the only heir to the barony and the title of nobility that came with 

it.15 David Alexander Grant’s father was a Scottish laird of Blairfindy.16 Therefore, despite 

the cultural differences, Marie Charles Joseph Le Moyne’s social background very much 

resembled that of her husband.  

 Although they were not from the old Canadien nobility, the other Canadiennes who 

married British officers between 1763 and 1791 were members of wealthy and prominent 

                                                
12 Karine Pépin, “Mariage et altérité: les alliances mixtes chez la noblesse canadienne après la Conquête 
(1760-1800)” (MA Thesis, Université de Sherbrooke, 2016), 44 
13 BAnQ-Q, CE301, S61, May 7th, 1781, 91. 
14Alexandre Jodoin, Histoire de Longueil et de la famille De Longueil, avec gravures et plans (Montreal: 
Imprimerie Gebhardt-Berthiaume, 1889), 243. 
15 Marie Charles Joseph Lemoyne had to lead a judicial fight to inherit her lands and title. Her uncle 
claimed he was the rightful heir since he was the last male descendant of the Longueil lineage. This fight 
led Marie Charles Joseph Le Moyne to Paris with her mother, and all jurists confirmed that the title and 
lands belonged to her. It is upon her return to the Province of Quebec that she married David Alexander 
Grant. The couple remained in Quebec City for a few years, most probably because of Grant’s military 
obligations, before they settled in the Longueil barony. Louis Lemoine, “Marie-Charles-Joseph Le Moyne 
de Longueil,” Dictionary of Canadian Biography, accessed June 23, 2020 
http://www.biographi.ca/en/bio/le_moyne_de_longueuil_marie_charles_joseph_7F.html 
16 Ibid. 



 54 
 

merchant families. Marie-Louis Conefroy was one of them. She was the daughter of Robert 

Conefroy, a wealthy trader of the city.17 She married John Goldsmith Wade, a lieutenant 

of the Royal Engineer Regiment on March 16th, 1777.18 Josette Tabeaux, daughter of 

merchant Jean-Baptiste Tabeaux of Montreal, married Lieutenant Phil Hurlburt on June 

11, 1778.19  

The last Canadienne to marry a British officer in Quebec City between 1763-1791 

was Françoise Dupré. Her father was Jean-Baptiste Lecomte Dupré, who was the third 

generation of a family involved in fur trade. He chose to openly support the new British 

regime and became close to the colonial authorities. His connections allowed him to 

become a major of the Quebec City militia during the American invasion of 1775-1776. 

He gained recognition from Governor Guy Carleton when he warned the colonial 

authorities of a plot by three town sergeants against the British army, and was thus 

appointed as a member of the legislative council of the colony.20 He was still occupying 

this position when her daughter Françoise married Lieutenant John Francis Lemoine, of 

the Royal Artillery Regiment, on October 2nd, 1786 during an Anglican ceremony.21 The 

marriage drew together members of both the British and the French Canadian elite. Captain 

John Cockburn and Lieutenant-Colonel William Johnson, both of the Royal Artillery 

Regiment, were at the ceremony alongside Antoine Juchereau Duschenay, seigneur of 

Beauport and brother-in-law of the bride.22  

                                                
17 Claudette Lacelle, “Pierre Conefroy,” Dictionary of Canadian Biography, accessed June 23, 2020 
http://www.biographi.ca/en/bio/conefroy_pierre_5F.html 
18 BAnQ-Q, CE301, S61, March 16th, 1777, 45. 
19 BAnQ-Q, CE301, S61, June 11th, 1779, 59. 
20 Céline Cyr, “Jean-Baptiste Le Comte Dupré," Dictionary of Canadian Biography, accessed June 23, 2020 
http://www.biographi.ca/en/bio/le_comte_dupre_jean_baptiste_1731_1820_5E.html 
21 BAnQ-Q, CE301, S61, October 2nd, 1786, 174. 
22 CE301, S61, October 2nd, 1786, 174. Antoine Juchereau Duschenay married Catherine Lecomte Dupré, 
sister of Françoise Dupré, on May 7th, 1778. He worked for the British Crown as early as 1764 when the 
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The seven Canadiennes who married officers between 1792-1820 also usually had 

a wealthy social background.23 One was the daughter of a merchant,24 and one the daughter 

of a protonotaire25 of the court of the King’s Bench.26 Another was the daughter of a 

goldsmith.27 One presumably came from a more popular background as she was the 

daughter of a baker.28 The other two Canadiennes married officers of the Royal Canadian 

Volunteer Regiment. Anne Germain, daughter of Isaac Germain, lieutenant-major in the 

2nd battalion of the 60th, married Francis Duval, ensign in the 1st battalion of the RCV on 

April 20th, 1797,29 and Angélique Bouchette, daughter of Jean-Baptiste Bouchette, ship 

captain, married Richard Beranger, ensign in the 1st battalion of RCV on September 27th, 

1801.30 In these two cases, considering that most officers of the first battalion of the Royal 

                                                
Governor General James Murray named him captain of a Canadian corps going on an expedition to Detroit. 
Réal Brisson, “Antoine Juchereau Duchesnay,” Dictionary of Canadian Biography, accessed June 23, 2020 
http://www.biographi.ca/en/bio/juchereau_duchesnay_antoine_5E.html 
23 I could not identify the background of one woman, Henriette Frechette, who married Lewis Jon Thurn, 
the captain commanding the 2nd bat. of the 60th, on July 25th, 1818. 
BAnQ-Q, CE301, S71, Fonds Cour supérieure. District judiciaire de Québec. État civil, “Garrison of 
Quebec Anglican Church, 1817-1821,” July 25th, 1818, 27B. 
24 Marguerite Laurent. Daughter of François Laurent, merchant in the city of Quebec, married Frederick 
Brehm Holland, lieutenant of the 46th regiment of foot, on October 17th, 1807. BAnQ-Q, CE301, S61, 
October 17th, 1807, 52A. 
25 A chief clerk in a court of law. 
26 Usule Perrault, daughter of Joseph Francis Perrault, esquire prothonotary at the court of the king’s 
Bench, married John Buchanan, hospital mate to the forces, on February 14th, 1809. BAnQ-Q, CE301, S61, 
February 14th, 1809, 8B. 
27 Sophie Amiot, daughter of Jean Stanislas Amiot, a goldsmith, married Lieutenant Charles Stanislaz 
Schultz at Notre-Dame de Québec, on August 20th, 1813.  Schultz, born in Alsace, was lieutenant in the 
Regiment de Meuron, a Swiss regiment serving for the British army. Institut Généalogique Drouin, Fonds 
Drouin, Registres Basilique Notre-Dame-de-Québec, 1813, 103A; C.T. Atkinson, “Foreign Regiments in 
the British Army, 1793-1802: Part VI. – Notes on Each Corps or Regiment,” Journal of the Society for 
Army Historical Research 22, no.91 (Autumn 1944): 266. 
28 Marie Anne Angélique Cuvillier married John Flack, captain in the 10th Royal Veteran Battalion on 
November 16th, 1808. She was the daughter of a Quebec City baker. BAnQ-Q, CE301, S61, November 
16th, 1808, 75A. 
29 BAnQ-Q, CE301, S61, April 20th, 1797, 9A.  
30 BAnQ-Q, CE301, S66, Fonds Cour supérieure. District judiciaire de Québec. État civil, “St. Andrews 
Presbyterian Church,” September 27th, 1801, 23B. 
Although the grooms were junior officers in the British army, it was likely the spouses shared a social and 
cultural background. The only peculiar aspect is that they married at Holy Trinity and at Saint Andrews 
Presbyterian Church despite their French Catholic background. Some couples did marry outside of their faith 
when they did not get the parental blessing for their marriage; however, it did not seem to be the case here, 
since members of both families were present at the ceremony.  
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Canadian Volunteer Regiment were Canadiens gentleman,31 it was likely the spouses had 

very similar social and cultural backgrounds. This means that only five Canadiennes 

married officers of British origin (including one of Swiss origin) between 1792 and 1820. 

There were thus nine Canadiennes who married British officers stationed in Quebec 

City throughout the period 1763-1820. Four out of 20 (20%) marriages involving British 

officers for the period 1763-1791, comparing to 5 out of 76 (6.57%) marriages for the 

period 1792-1820. With such small numbers, it is impossible to make any conclusions as 

to why British officers were proportionally less numerous in marrying Canadiennes during 

the later decades of the period. One very simple reason which could explain the higher 

proportion of Canadiennes marrying British officers in the first decades of the British 

Regime was that there were not many British women living in the city then. As a result, 

British officers turned to marrying local women.32 We can also suppose there was a greater 

intention on both part of the French seigneurial and bourgeois elites and of the British 

officers to root their social position in the new British colony through marriage in the first 

years of the new regime. Still, Canadiennes who married British officers were very rare. 

This suggests that, although there were a few intercultural marriages, the officers’ corps of 

the British army remained intrinsically British and tended to marry within its own culture. 

Indeed, the majority of women who married officers of the British army belonged to the 

British upper classes of Quebec City and their marriages help to inform on the relationships 

between the officers and their civilian counterparts. 

                                                
31 John Louis Hubert Neilson, The Royal Canadian Volunteers 1794-1802: An Historical Sketch (Montreal: 
John Lovell & Sons, 1895), 3. 
32 David T. Ruddel, “Quebec City: The Evolution of a Colonial Town” (PhD Thesis, Université Laval, 
1981), 153. 
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British officers appear to have had in close interactions with merchants in the city. 

Wheterell considered the relationships between the officers and the merchants to be one of 

aristocrats versus plebeians more than one of military versus merchants.33 However, not all 

officers were aristocrats. British officers had very diverse backgrounds, and might not 

necessarily have considered merchants to belong to an inferior social group. As an 

example, when Captain John Monpolson of the 8th Regiment married Louisa Melvin on 

June 16th, 1784, the two witnesses were James Tod and David Barclay, both merchants of 

Quebec City.34 In his recollections of his time in Quebec City in the 1810s, young officer 

Frederic Tolfrey mentioned that Fall was a very busy season for the merchants, and the 

military only saw a little of their commercial friends. But he continued “A most friendly 

feeling existed, as it ever should exist, between the civil and the military, and the only 

attempt at rivalry between them was who should be the first to entertain the other.”35  As a 

result of these interactions, at least seven women who married officers were daughters of 

British merchants.36 

                                                
33 Wheterell, “General James Murray and British Canada: the transition from French to British Canada, 
1759-1766,”149. 
34 BAnQ-Q, CE301, S61, June 16th, 1784, 132. 
35 Frederic Tolfrey, The Sportsman in Canada (London: T.C. Newby, 1845), 133-134. 
36 Julia Forgues, daughter of the late Peter Forgues, merchant of the city of Quebec, married Frederick 
Devos, major of the 1st battalion of the 60th regiment of foot, on September 16th, 1797, BAnQ-Q, CE301, 
S61, September 16th, 1797, 14A; Elizabeth King, daughter of Godfrey King, merchant/furrier of the city, 
married William Lee, assistant-surgeon of the 24th regiment of foot, on August 22nd, 1798, BAnQ-Q, 
CE301, S61, August 22nd, 1798, 18B; Ann Johnston, daughter of James Johnston, merchant of the city, 
married Abraham Paul, captain in the RAR, on February 4th, 1806, BAnQ-Q, CE301, S61, February 4th, 
1806, 7B; Sophia Louisa Grant, daughter of the late James Grant, merchant of the city, married John 
Martin, captain in the 100th regiment of foot, on January 3rd, 1808, BAnQ-Q, CE301, S61, January 3rd, 
1808, 1B; Anne Gerrard, daughter of Samuel Gerrard, merchant, married Henry Warniford Ridge, 
lieutenant in the 1st battalion of the King’s Regiment of foot, on March 29th, 1814, BAnQ-Q, CE301, S61, 
March 29th, 1814, 27B; Elizabeth Walker, daughter of the late William Walker, merchant of the Three 
Rivers, married Isaac Governor Ogden, captain in the 56th regiment of foot, on June 8th, 1817, BAnQ-Q, 
CE301, S61, June 8th, 1817; Frances Dupont, daughter of Francis John Dupont, merchant of Quebec, 
married John Fraser, captain of the 76th regiment of foot, on September 30th, 1820, BAnQ-Q, CE301, S61, 
September 30th, 1820, 83B. 
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The other British women who married officers also belonged to the upper social 

circles of Quebec City’s population. Some of them were daughters of colonial 

administrators, like Margaret Coffin, daughter of the justice of the peace John Coffin, who 

married Roger Hale Sheaffe, lieutenant-colonel in the 49th on January 31st, 1810.37 A 

significant number of women were daughters of British officers. Army families, like most 

professions, were very inclined to intermarry.38 In her broad study of British army wives, 

Anabel Vanning referred to the broader military community as the “regimental family,” 

which included not just the men in uniforms, but also their wives and children.39 Surely, 

many of these women considered their military background as an important aspect of their 

identity. For example, in her journal, the daughter of the governor George Prevost clearly 

identified herself as a soldier’s daughter40 and took delight in accompanying her father in 

his military duties.41  

I could identify 18 British women marrying officers who came from a military 

family. For example, Charlotte Campbell married an officer of the same regiment as her 

father’s.42 Rebecca Prescott, the daughter of Robert Prescott, Governor in Chief of the 

provinces of Upper and Lower Canada and Commander in Chief of his Majesty’s Forces 

in North America between 1796-1799, married John Baldwin, captain in the 4th regiment 

of foot, and aide-de-camp to her father, on August 30th, 1797.43  

                                                
37 BAnQ-Q, CE301, S61, January 31st, 1810, 7B. 
38 Bamfield, On the Strenght: The Story of the British Army Wife, 15. 
39 Amanda Venning, Following the Drum. The Lives of Army Wives and Daughters Past and Present 
(London: Headline, 2005), 19. 
40 LAC, MG24-A9, R9686-0-4-E, Microfilm A-1926, Sir George Prevost Fonds, Diary of Anne Elinor 
Prevost, daughter of Sir George Prevost, 170. (hereafter cited as Diary of Anne Elinor Prevost) 
41 Diary of Anne Elinor Prevost, 5. 
42 Charlotte Campbell, daughter of Duncan Campbell, captain in the 26th regiment of foot, married William 
Hoggins, lieutenant in the same regiment, on December 29th, 1798. BAnQ-Q, CE301, S61, December 29th, 
1798, 31B. 
43 BAnQ-Q, CE301, S61, August 30th, 1797, 12A. 
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The marriage of Jane Walker to Lieutenant William Cox of the Royal Artillery on 

October 3rd, 178544 highlights this tendency to intermarry. I could not find any information 

on Jane Walker, except that she was a spinster at the time of her marriage. Her family was 

living in Quebec City, since her sister, Anne Esther Walker, was one of the witness at the 

wedding ceremony.45 It is the groom’s family which is especially interesting. William 

Cox’s father was Nicholas Cox, lieutenant-governor of Gaspé and major in the army.46 He 

represented the British colonial government on the remote area of Gaspé, which was 

particularly at risk of being attacked by Americans due to its location on the Gulf of the 

Saint Lawrence River. He often made the voyage to Gaspé, but his main residence was in 

Quebec City with his family. Nicholas Cox’s office, although subordinate to the governor 

of Quebec City, was quite high in the governmental hierarchy.47 Nicholas Cox and his wife, 

Deborah, had two sons and three daughters. The eldest son, William, followed in his 

father’s footsteps and joined the army as part of the Royal Artillery Regiment.48 Of the 

three daughters, two of them married British officers in Quebec City. Christiana Laetitia 

Cox married George Longmore, who arrived in North America as part of the medical corps 

of the British army in 1782.49  He married Christiana soon after becoming Nicholas’ Cox 

secretary in 1785.50  The couple had ten children, five boys and five girls. One of them, 

                                                
44 BAnQ-Q, CE301, S61, October 3rd, 1785, 157. 
45 Ibid. 
46 David Lee, “Nicholas Cox,” Dictionary of Canadian Biography, accessed June 23, 2020 
http://www.biographi.ca/en/bio/cox_nicholas_4E.html 
47 Ibid. 
48 I could not find any more information on the other son, except that he was named Peter, and had attained 
the age of majority when his father died in 1794. BAnQ-Q, CC301, S1, D7510, Fonds Cour supérieure. 
District judiciaire de Québec. Tutelles et curatelles, “Tutelle aux mineurs de feu Nicolas Cox, écuyer et 
lieutenant-gouverneur de Gaspé de la ville de Québec, et de Deborah Cox, 8-9 mai 1794.” 
49 Barbara Tunis, “George Longmore,” Dictionary of Canadian Biography, accessed June 23, 2020 
http://www.biographi.ca/en/bio/longmore_george_5E.html 
50 Ibid. 
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Maria, who was said to be the prettiest girl in Quebec,51 kept up with the family tradition 

and married John Edward Dewar, lieutenant of the RAR and aide de camp to Governor 

James Henry Craig, on September 9th, 1809.52  

The second of Nicholas Cox’s daughter, Deborah, married John Crawford, a 

merchant, on February 2nd, 179553 but the third daughter, Bridges, married a fellow member 

of the garrison, Lieutenant Edmund Faunce of the 4th regiment, on June 16th, 1796.54 

 

Lieutenant Edmund Faunce also came from a military family. He was the son of 

Thomas Faunce, town major55 of Quebec City in the 1790s. Edmund Faunce’s brother, 

Alured Dodsworth Faunce, was also an ensign in the 4th regiment.56 His sister, Jane Faunce, 

married one of her brother’s fellow junior officers, lieutenant James Lonsdale, on 

September 1st, 1797.57 Alured D. Faunce ended up marrying James Lonsdale’s sister.58 

Both the Cox and Faunce families illustrate that intermarriage within the officer corps’ 

families was a common practice in Quebec City garrison.  

 

 

 

 

 

                                                
51 Journal kept by Mrs. Courtenay Ilbert, 64. 
52 BAnQ-Q, CE301, S61, September 9th, 1809, 52A. 
53 BAnQ-Q, CE301, S61, February 2nd, 1795, 254. 
54 BAnQ-Q, CE301, S61, June 16th, 1796, 11B. 
55 A town major was an officer of a British garrison in charge of the good order in the city.  
56 BAnQ-Q, CE301, S61, June 16th, 1796, 11B. 
57 BAnQ-Q, CE301, S61, September 1st, 1797, 13A. 
58 Simon Bendall, “A Minor Military Dynasty of the Eighteenth and Nineteenth Centuries,” Journal of the 
Society for Army Historical Research 83, no. 334 (Summer 2005): 111. 
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The majority women who married British officers between 1763-1820 were clearly 

British. However, there were exceptions. On June 11th, 1791, William de Purbeck, 

lieutenant in the Royal Artillery Regiment, married Ann Catherine Fritzen. She came from 

the German state of Hesse.59 Jacques Louis Vaucher, quarter master in De Meuron’s 

Regiment,60 married Maria Theresa Perron, from the island of Malta on August 3rd, 1813.61 

Her presence in Quebec City emphasizes Quebec City within its imperial context. Britain 

had occupied a series of islands in the Mediterranean as a strategy to curb French expansion 

during the Napoleonic Wars. Malta had been in British hands since 1800,62 and De 

Meuron’s Regiment served on the island from 1809 to 1813 prior to coming to Canada.63  

The presence of Perron in Quebec City connects Quebec City to the Mediterranean world, 

a connection very often overlooked, but very significant. It illustrates in a very concrete 

way the movement of troops from one part of the British empire to another, and how this 

movement was much more complex than simply round-trips between the British Isles and 

North America.   

The Profiles of Soldiers Wives 1763-1820 

 The fact that the military population was transient, as it rotated between different 

locations of the empire, makes it more difficult to reconstruct the background of women, 

especially those who married soldiers. Most of these women appear once in the records, 

when they marry. There are some family connections in the records, however. For example, 

                                                
59 BAnQ-Q, CE301, S61, June 11th, 1791, 223. 
60 De Meuron’s Regiment was a Swiss Regiment first raised for the Dutch service in 1781. It came under 
the service of the British Army in 1795. It served in India, Gibraltar, Sicily, Malta and Canada. It was 
disbanded in Canada in July 1816, and a significant number of men settled in the colony. Atkinson, 
“Foreign Regiments in the British Army,” 266. 
61 BAnQ-Q, CE301, S61, August 3rd, 1813, 55B. 
62Diletta D’Andrea, “Great Britain and the Mediterranean Islands in the Napoleonic Wars – The ‘Insular 
Strategy’ of Gould Francis Leckie,” Journal of Mediterranean Studies 16, no, 1&2 (2006): 79 
63 Atkinson, “Foreign Regiments in the British Army,” 266. 
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on October 19th, 1783, Mary Crane married soldier Thomas Lloyd of the 44th regiment with 

Edward Crane, sergeant in the same regiment, as one of their witness.64 Anglican records 

of period 1763-1791 are less detailed than those of the latter decades. Although these 

records do not give information on the families of many brides, their marital status at the 

time of their marriage suggests that many of them were already part of the garrison. The 

tendency to intermarry within the garrison, which was observed for officers’ families, also 

applied to soldiers’ families. 

 

 Widows Spinsters Total 

Canadiennes 0 8 8 

British 42 53 95 

 

 

Table 7. presents the marital status of the women who soldiers65 between 1763-

1791. Out of the 103 brides, 42 were widows. What is particularly interesting is that none 

of the widows were Canadiennes, and none of the widows married an officer. This suggests 

that many of these widows were probably soldiers’ wives who had traveled from England 

to Canada and had found themselves widowed during their time in the colony. Indeed, a 

woman whose soldier husband had died would not stay a widow for long. Mourning was a 

luxury for these women who needed to remarry very quickly. Indeed, without a husband 

in the garrison, they were no longer entitled to military accommodations and became very 

vulnerable.66  

                                                
64 BAnQ-Q, CE301, S61, October 19th, 1783, 86. 
65 This includes non-commissioned officers. 
66 Widowhood will be further explored in the next chapter.  

Table 7. Marital status of the women at the time of their marriage to soldier of the 
British garrison of Quebec City, 1763-1791 

All statistics come from  BAnQ-Q, Fonds Cour supérieure. District judiciaire de Québec. État 
civil, “Holy Trinity Anglican Cathedral, 1768-1795A”, CE301, S61 
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 Widows Spinsters Total 

Canadiennes 11 82 93 

British 116 203 319 

Other67 0 2 2 

 

 

Records of the period 1792-1820 tend to give more information on the wives of 

soldiers and non-commissioned officers. It was possible to identify at least 69 women who 

were widows, daughters or sisters of soldiers. The number was probably much higher, since 

I only counted those for which I could clearly identify their military background. As Table 

8 shows, about the third of British women were widows in comparison to about the tenth 

of Canadiennes. The high number of British widows who married soldiers between 1792-

1820 thus supports the idea that a significant number of these women already belonged to 

the regiments prior to their marriage.  The tendency to intermarry within the garrison was 

a phenomenon visible throughout the whole period 1763-1820, for both officers and 

soldiers’ families. What makes it very interesting is that this tendency continued in the first 

decades of the 19th century even though there was now a substantial civilian British 

population in Quebec City, meaning there were more marriage opportunities with someone 

of the same culture outside of the garrison. Intermarriages thus shows that, despite 

interactions with the civilian population, the garrison remained a distinct entity with a 

dynamic and marriage culture of its own.  

                                                
Summer Smith, “Married in a Frisky Mode: Clandestine and Irregular Marriage in Eighteenth Century 
Britain” (MA Thesis, University of North Texas, 2016), 48. 
67 One woman from Grenada and one “Amerindian.” 

Statistics come from BAnQ-Q, Fonds Cour supérieure. District judiciaire de Québec. État civil, “Holy Trinity Anglican 
Cathedral”, CE301, S61, “St.Andrews Presbyterian Church of Quebec”, CE301, S66., “Garrison of Quebec Anglican 

Church”, CE301, S71., and Généalogie Québec, Fonds Drouin. Notre-Dame de Québec. 
 

Table 8. Marital status of the women at the time of their marriage to a soldier of 
the British garrison of Quebec City, 1792-1820 
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The garrison had indeed its own marriage culture, but it was not a closed entity as 

some civilian women married into the garrison. It has been demonstrated that Canadiennes 

who married British officers were very rare in Quebec City. Therefore, it seems that the 

growing integration between the Canadien/civil and British/military population, as 

presented in the first chapter, mostly came from Canadiennes of the lower classes of 

Quebec society.  Indeed, there were 73 Canadiennes68 who married British soldiers over 

the period 1763-1820. 

It was possible to track down some Canadiennes who married British soldiers to 

find their social background. However, it was not possible to find the social background of 

most British women who married soldiers, as records are often quiet on the matter, but we 

can suppose that they had a social background similar to their Canadiennes counterpart. 

As for officers who socialized with their social equivalent, so did the soldiers. Soldiers had 

a very low social status. In Eighteenth-century England, only country laborers ranked 

below common soldiers in the social structure.69 Therefore, women who married soldiers 

generally belonged to the lower social classes of Quebec society. They were the daughters 

or widows of bakers, day laborers, farmers, soldiers of the Royal Canadian Volunteers 

Regiment, tailors or carpenters of the city.  

The Canadiennes who married soldiers of the garrison were usually born and raised 

in Quebec City, but some of these women came from the neighbouring parishes of the city. 

Soldiers quartered in parishes outside of urban areas would live in inhabitants’ houses. 

                                                
68 To the total number of 101 Canadiennes who married soldiers and non-commissioned officers over the 
period 1763-1820, I substracted the 28 who had married a Canadien soldier. 
69 Sylvia Frey, The British Soldier in America : A Social History of Military Life in the Revolutionary 
Period (Austin : University of Texas Press, 1981), 54 as quoted in Ostola, Ostola, “A Very Public 
Presence,” 82. 
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Families were obligated to lodge one or two soldiers, depending on their wealth.70 There 

is no doubt that the daughters of these inhabitants could develop a relationship with the 

soldier lodging in the house, and that some of these relationships resulted in marriage. I 

identified two Canadiennes from the neighbouring rural parishes of Quebec City in the 

marriage records of the garrison. The two couples may have met because the soldiers were 

quartered in these parishes.71 Marie Dorothée Parent married Thomas Harrison, soldier of 

the 31st Regiment, on April 10th, 1782.72 She was from Château-Richer, a parish along the 

St. Lawrence River about 25km north-east of Quebec City. The other one, Marie Alier, 

was from Saint-Joachim, a small parish on the Côte-de-Beaupré. She married a soldier of 

the 31st Regiment, James Gray, on July 24th, 1783.73  

Looking at the background of Canadiennes who married soldiers reveals the 

diversity of the Canadiennes families. Some women who married British soldiers belonged 

to families who had been in the colony for generations. One example is that of Angélique 

Trudel who married the soldier Duncan Campbell of the 8th Regiment, in an Anglican 

ceremony held at the Chapel of the Recollets on December 17th, 1772.74 She was born on 

December 2nd 1752, and baptized on the same day at Quebec City Notre-Dame church.75 

She was the daughter of baker Joseph Trudel and Marie Félicité Grégoire. The presence of 

the Trudel family in the colony went back to at least 1655.76   

                                                
70 “Military Registers,” in Almanach de Quebec (Quebec City: Guillaume Brown, 1782), 32. 
71 I did not check if the 31st Regiment was quartered in these parishes at the time. It would be very 
interesting, for the period 1763-1791, to study the marriage of British soldiers in the rural parishes of the 
colony to see if the quartering of troops in inhabitants’ houses resulted in more marriages between 
Canadiennes and British soldiers than in the urban area of Quebec City. 
72 BAnQ-Q, CE301, S61, April 10th, 1782, 98. 
73 Ibid. 
74 BAnQ-Q, CE301, S61, December 17th, 1772, 20. 
75 PRDH, individual index of Angélique Trudel. no.93428. 
76 PRDH, individual index of Joseph Trudel, no.71213 and marriage act of Jean Trudel and Marguerite 
Desnoyers Nonide, no.962. 
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The case of Marie Anne Guedon, who married Robert Robertson, soldier in the 24th 

on February 18th, 1790,77  underscores an understudied side of Quebec City population. 

Born on May 17th, 1773 and baptized the following day at Notre-Dame-de-Québec, she 

was the daughter of Marie Louise Bernier and Charles Marie Guedon.78 The latter is 

identified in parish records as a day laborer and as a town crier.79 What is particularly 

interesting is that Charles Marie Guedon was from Constantinople. He was baptized on 

November 11th, 1762 at Notre-Dame de Québec. Parish records say that Quebec City’s 

general vicar baptized “Charles Marie, turc de nation agé d’environ vingt huit ans.”80 Marie 

Anne Guedon was thus born of an intercultural union. Theses unions are becoming more 

frequent as we go on in time, thus illustrating the growing cultural diversity of the city’s 

population.  

I identified three soldiers’ wives born in the colony and baptized Catholic who were 

from a Canadien/German background. One of them was Marie Fress. She married Michael 

Develing, drummer in the 41st of foot, on November 18th, 1804.81 She was the daughter of 

Marie-Louise Legaré, from Quebec, and John Fress, a tavernkeeper.82 There was also 

Marie Madeleine Iffland, who married Thomas Edlestone, corporal in the Royal Artillery 

Regiment on November 28th, 1810.83 She was the daughter of Marie Madeleine Portugais 

and John Iffland, a tavernkeeper.84 The third woman of Canadien/German background was 

Louise Koenig, who married John Wistaff, serjeant in the 10th Royal Veteran Batallion, on 

                                                
77 BAnQ-Q, CE301, S61, February 18th, 1790, 223. 
78 PRDH, individual index of Marie Anne Guedon, no.366006. 
79 PRDH, individual index of Charles Guedon, no.169330. 
80 Institut Généalogique Drouin, Registres Basilique Notre-Dame-de-Québec, November 11th, 1762, 59B. 
81 BAnQ-Q, CE301, S61, November 18th, 1804, 57A. 
82 PRDH, individual index of John Fress, no. 119461. 
83 BAnQ-Q, CE301, S66, Fonds Cour supérieure. District judiciaire de Québec. État civil,  “St. Andrews 
Presbyterian Church,” November 28th, 1810, 49B. 
84 PRDH, individual index of John Iffland, no.287000. 
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November 10th, 1812.85 Louise’s mother was a Canadienne, whose family arrived in the 

colony in the 1730s,86 and her father was Edmond Victor Koenig.87  All three women’s 

fathers were former German soldiers, part of the large number of German military 

auxiliaries hired by the British to fight in the American War of Independence.  Between 

1300 and 1400 of these auxiliary forces settled in the colony, representing about 3% of the 

population of the colony at the time.88 There are 354 known marriages of Catholic German 

military auxiliaries to Catholic French Canadian women.89 The very significant 

contribution of these German men to the population of the colony cannot be overlooked, 

and proves that considering the population of Quebec only through the French/British 

framework leaves out a significant proportion of the city’s inhabitants.  

One local woman who married a soldier came from a slave background. On July 

13th, 1810, at Notre-Dame de Quebec, Jacques Johnston90 a musician in the Royal 

Newfoundland Regiment married Marie-Louise William.91 The latter was the daughter of 

Elisabeth Mondina, a Canadienne from Beauport, a parish just a few kilometers from 

Quebec City, and of François William, a slave originally from Santo Domingo.92 At his 

marriage, François William was identified as a “nègre appartenant à M. Duschenay, 

                                                
85 BAnQ-Q, CE301, S61, November 10th, 1812, 54A. 
86 PRDH, individual index of Marie Louise Jean Latulippe, no. 187727. 
87 PRDH, individual index of Edmond Victor Koenig, no.226125. 
88 Jean-Pierre Wilhelmy, Les mercenaires allemands au Québec, 1776-1783 (Sillery : Septentrion, 1997), 
139, as quoted in Pépin, “Mariage et altérité,” 141. 
89 Marcel Fournier, “Migration européenne vers le Québec, du Traité de Paris à la Révolution française, 
1763-1789,” in Vers un nouveau monde Atlantique, ed. Laurent Vessière, Philippe Joutard and Didier 
Poton (Rennes: Les Presses Universitaires de Rennes, 2016). 
90 Since the clerk of Notre-Dame-de-Québec were French speaking they tended to write English names the 
French way. Therefore, Jacques Johnston was probably named Jacob or James Johnston. 
91 Institut Généalogique Drouin, Registres Basilique Notre-Dame-de-Québec, July 13th, 1810, 79B. 
92 PRDH, individual index of François William no. 114966, and PRDH, individual index of Elisabeth 
Mondina no. 140479. 
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seigneur de Beauport.”93 However, at the marriage of his daughter, he was identified as a 

day laborer, so it seems he had gained freedom.94  

Another woman of interest is Thérèse Lorimier, an indigenous woman.95 She 

married Abraham Richard, a soldier of the New-Brunswick Regiment in 1806.96 The parish 

records of Notre-Dame de Québec recorded her as living in the Huron Village of Lorette, 

near to Quebec City.97 The fact that a mixed-race woman as well as an indigenous woman 

married a soldier of the garrison is notable. An analysis of army wives at the individual 

scale reveals that the military population was not all white, and thus brings new cultural 

components to the population of the garrison. Moreover, it brings some light on the slave 

and the indigenous population of Quebec City, both very often forgotten in studies of the 

city’s population.  

The last woman to stand out from the records is Mary Webster. She was born in 

Grenada and married John Duzzi (or Guzzi), a soldier in the 2nd battalion of the 60th 

Regiment of Foot on June 8th, 1819.98 As it was for Maria Theresa Perron from Malta, the 

fact that Mary Webster was from the British colony of Grenada underscores Quebec City’s 

imperial context. It also shows Quebec as part of the larger Atlantic world connected 

through commerce. Indeed, there were important commercial connections between the city 

and the West Indies. For example, one advertisement in the Quebec Mercury said that 

James Ross, a merchant in the lower town, had for sale Grenada spirits, Molasses and 

                                                
93 Institut Généalogique Drouin, Registres Basilique Notre-Dame-de-Québec, August 5th, 1783, 41B. 
94 Institut Généalogique Drouin, Registres Basilique Notre-Dame-de-Québec, July 13th, 1810, 79B. 
95 PRDH, individual index of Therese Delorimier Picard, no.593145. 
96 Institut Généalogique Drouin, Registres Basilique Notre-Dame-de-Québec, May 20th, 1806, 43B. 
97 Ibid. 
98 BAnQ-Q, CE301, S71, June 8th, 1819, 62A.  
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Muscovado sugar, which had just landed from the ship Marguerite, from Grenada.99 The 

cases of Marie Anne Guedon, Marie-Louise William, Thérèse Lorimier and Mary Webster, 

among others, reveals that the population of the garrison mirrored the cultural diversity of 

the city and, more broadly, the full extent of the British empire.  

Age at the Time of Marriage 

The analysis of the profiles of the women who married military men between 1763-

1820 shows that there was a cultural diversity within the population of the garrison. But at 

the same time, it remained a dominantly British entity with a marriage culture of its own. 

Part of this distinctive culture lies in the age of the women at the time of their marriage.  

For the whole period 1763-1820, there are 409 marriages for which we know the 

age of one or both of the spouses. The average age of the women for a first marriage in the 

garrison (including both women who married soldiers and officers) was 21.7 years old, 

while men of the garrison (both soldiers and officers) usually married at about 28.3 years.  

However, although this average reflects that most military men married in their twenties, 

some married very young, at age 19, while others embarked in married life in their forties. 

Men being older than women for a first marriage was normal at the time. The tendency was 

the same within the civilian population of the city as Danielle Gauvreau has shown in her 

thorough research on Quebec City’s population during the French regime.100 Indeed, 

civilian women tended to marry at approximately 21.9 years old in the 18th century, and at 

23.7 years old in the 1820s,101 and civilian men married at 29.4 years old on average in the 

                                                
99 The Quebec Mercury, June 15th, 1805, 192. See also, Ruddel, “Quebec City: The Evolution of a Colonial 
Town,” especially chapter 3 on urban economy. 
100 Danielle Gauvreau, Québec. Une ville et sa population au temps de la Nouvelle-France (Québec : Les 
Presses de l’Université Laval, 1991), 94.  
101  Louise Dechêne, Habitants et marchands de Montréal au XVIIe siècle (Paris : Éditions Plon, 1974), 
104, as quoted in Ruddel, “Quebec City: The Evolution of a Colonial Town,” 73. 
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1760s and at 25.5 in the 1820s.102  Age at marriage was thus generally similar for the 

military and the civilian population; however, breaking down the women of the garrison in 

groups based on their social background make the daughters of soldiers stand out.  

Historian Annabel Venning discussed that a distinctive feature of soldiers’ 

daughters who married within the regiment was that they usually married much younger 

than their civilian counterparts, at 12, 13 or 14 years old.103 According to data of parish 

records, daughters of soldiers stationed in Quebec City married on average at 18 years old;  

in seven cases (out of the 26 daughters of soldiers for which the age was recorded) the bride 

was 16, 15 or 14 years old. Soldiers’ daughters thus married significantly younger than 

their civilian counterparts, but it seems that in Quebec City it was not as young as some 

scholars have previously argued. Katherine McKenna, in her study of the garrison of Fort 

Wellington, suggested that soldiers’ daughters married young as a way to gain support. 

Approaching her late teenage years, she would no longer be entitled to military rations.104 

Therefore, we can speculate that some soldiers of the garrison of Quebec and their families 

were in a good enough financial situation allowing their daughter to delay a little her 

marriage.  

As for the age at the time of marriage, age gaps between the spouses greatly varied. 

The average age gap between military men and their wives was of 6.5 years. In that aspect, 

officers and their wives resembled civilian bourgeois and seigneurial families in Canada at 

                                                
102Serge Gagnon, Mariage et famille au temps de Papineau (Québec: Les Presses de l’Université Laval, 
1993), 166. 
103 Venning, Following the Drum, 18 
104 Katherine McKenna, “My own character is Thank God above suspicion: Soldier’s Wives with The 
Royal Canadian Rifle Regiment and Social Values in Mid-Nineteenth-Century British North America,” 
Social History 49, no. 100 (November 2016): 496. The subject will be further explored in the following 
chapter. 
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the time as it was common to have a 10 to 15 years difference between the spouses.105 

However, this average hides the fact that some spouses were very close in age, while the 

man was much older in others. In 17.5% of first marriages of officers there was an age 

difference of 10 years or more between the spouses.106 For example, when she was 18 years 

old, Henriette Fréchette, married Louis von Thurn, captain in the 30th regiment of foot, who 

was 38 years old, on July 25th, 1818.107 This big age gap between spouses is even more 

visible when looking at the marriages of soldiers. In 23% of first marriages for soldiers, 

the man was 10 years older or more than the woman,108 which can be explained by the 

tendency of soldiers’ daughters to marry younger than the other women.  

As shown previously in this chapter, there was a significant number of widows who 

married soldiers. In a number of cases the woman was older than the man. This was a 

significant difference with a first marriage, when the man was usually older. 25% of 

widows were older than their second husband.109 They were, on average, 4.5 years older. 

In that aspect, the population of the garrison interestingly resembled the civilian 

population. Historian Danielle Gauvreau had noted that in Quebec City, between 1700-

1760, widows marrying single men were usually 4.5 years older than their new 

husbands.110 In many ways, second marriages in the military and civilian populations were 

quite similar when considering the age gap between spouses. The main feature making the 

military culture of marriage different from the civilian, was the young age at which many 

soldiers’ daughters married. 

                                                
105 Gagnon, Mariage et famille au temps de Papineau, 208. 
106 7 couples out of the 40 for which we know the ages of both spouses.  
107 BAnQ-Q, CE301, S71, July 25th, 1818, 22B. 
108 55 couples out of the 236 for which we know the ages of both spouses. 
109 There was a total of 76 widows whose second marriage was with a single soldier. In 19 cases, the widow 
was older. 
110 Gauvreau, Québec. Une ville et sa population au temps de la Nouvelle-France, 124. 
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 Conclusion 

This chapter has shown that the women who married men of the British garrison of 

Quebec City were a very diverse group, both socially and culturally. One first divide can 

be made between Canadiennes Catholic women and British Protestant women. However, 

both cultures were internally diverse and intercultural unions became more numerous over 

the period. To this main framework, we must add the atypical cultural background of some 

women. These women shed light on some neglected aspects of Quebec City’s population: 

the slave and the native population, as well as the German military auxiliaries and 

immigrants from remote places such as the Ottoman Empire.   

 The fact that there was one bride from Malta and one from Grenada puts Quebec in 

its broad imperial and Atlantic contexts. It shows in a concrete way how the city, and more 

specifically the population of the garrison, was part of a global movement of people going 

from one part of the empire to another. This makes the garrison a paradoxical entity. The 

garrison was distinct from the civilian population and somehow closed as members of 

garrison had a strong tendency to intermarry. And yet, at the same time, the garrison 

reflected the diversity of the empire and of the city’s population. We cannot just consider 

army brides under the British banner considering the diversity of their social and cultural 

background. The diversity of these women’s profile meant that they did not have all the 

same matrimonial strategies and reasons for choosing a husband. This will be the subject 

of the following chapter. 
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Chapter 3 
Choosing a Redcoat for Husband 

 
 On December 17th, 1772, Angélique Trudel married Duncan Campbell, soldier in 

the 8th Regiment.1 Born in Quebec City on December 2nd 1752 and baptized on the same 

day at Notre-Dame de Québec, the bride was the daughter of baker Joseph Trudel and 

Marie Félicité Grégoire.2 This match between a Catholic Canadienne and a Presbyterian 

British soldier3 raises the question “why did she decide to marry a man from a different 

culture and religion, and of the military profession?” Building on the women’s profiles, 

this chapter will focus on the circumstances in which future spouses might have met and 

the reasons that could have made a woman decide to say “yes” to a redcoat. The choice of 

a husband was a monumental decision, arguably the biggest one in a woman’s life 

considering it affected the rest of her existence. It was not to be taken lightly in a time when 

marriage was a sacred bond meant to last a lifetime. A number of factors entered the 

equation, like family and friends’ wishes, social conventions, as well as sentimental and 

pragmatic considerations. However, through all these considerations, women had agency 

in their choice of marrying a military man. 

Far from being segregated, the military and civilian populations of Quebec City 

shared a small and well-defined urban space. It is thus important to first consider how the 

specific urban context of Quebec City favoured encounters between the two populations 

that could lead to marriage. Although they lived within the same urban space, prospective 

brides of officers and those of soldiers did not belong to the same social circles neither did 

                                                
1 BAnQ-Q, CE301, S61, Fonds Cour supérieure. District judiciaire de Québec. État civil, “Holy Trinity 
Anglican Cathedral,” December 17th, 1772, 20. 
2 PRDH, individual index of Marie Angélique Trudel, no. 93428, and PRDH, individual index of Joseph 
Trudel, no.71213. 
3 Duncan Campbell was buried at St. Andrews’ Presbyterian Church, on November 3rd, 1796, from which 
we can suppose he was a Presbyterian. PRDH, individual index of Duncan Campbell no.366691. 
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they have the same matrimonial strategies as they differed depending on class. Therefore, 

the chapter will then explore courtship in the social circles of the officers of the garrison, 

and will then look at their counterparts of the lower classes and how both sentiment and 

pragmatism played out in the choice of a spouse.  

Military regulations as well as standing orders for regiments enlighten us on what 

soldiers were expected to look for in a wife, but not the other way around. Bennett 

Cuthbertson’s System for the complete interior management and oeconomy of a battalion, 

published in 1768, mentioned the necessary qualities of an army wife. She had to be honest 

and laborious, as well as to have a good character so she would not cause any trouble within 

the ranks.4 According to regulations, soldiers were to make sure that their marriage would 

be beneficial to the regiment. Military regulations also made clear how soldiers and non-

commissioned officers had to seek their commanding officer’s permission to marry. Those 

regulations placed women in a position of passivity, as if they had no say in the matter of 

the marriage happening or not. This chapter shifts the focus on individuals instead of the 

military institution. More specifically, it takes a gendered perspective by considering 

primarily the women’s point of view on the decision to marry a military man of Quebec 

City garrison. To do so gives the opportunity to uncover female individual agency in the 

matter of marriage, and to illustrate the close social connections between the military and 

the civilian populations of the city.  

 

 

                                                
4Bennett Cuthbertson, A system for the complete interior management and oeconomy of a battalion 
(London: Rouths and Nelson, 1776), 156. 
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Sharing the Urban Space 

In her study of matrimonial strategies of four Pyrenean villages from 1740 to the 

1970s, Jacqueline Vu Tien Khang argued that, of all the constraints that weighed on the 

choice of a spouse, the most obvious was geographical as the choice of a spouse was 

conditioned by the possibility of people meeting.5 The specific urban geography of Quebec 

City led to a high degree of proximity between the civilian and military populations. The 

garrison represented about 6.5% of the population in 1818, a ratio 1: 15 of soldiers to 

civilians.6 The presence of the garrison was highly impactful on Quebec as it was a small 

city from a territorial perspective. The city literally lived to the beat of the drums as they 

could be heard from any point in the city.7 It was confined geographically due to natural 

obstacles (the Saint-Charles River and the Cape Diamond) and fortification walls. These 

obstacles contributed to constrain the expansion of the city. As a result, in the first decades 

of the 19th century, little land remained for construction within the limits of the city, making 

it very dense.8   

This urban context implied that the daily lives of the military and civilians were 

intertwined. They interacted with each other daily in formal and informal ways; they met 

on the streets, at church, at the market or in one of the numerous taverns of the city. There 

were also military review parades attended by numerous civilians.9 The British garrison 

                                                
5 Jacques Mathieu, Céline Cyr, Guy Dinel, Jeannine Pozzo and Jacques St-Pierre, “Les alliances 
matrimoniales exogames dans le gouvernement de Québec – 1700-1760, ” Revue d’histoire de l’Amérique 
française 35, no. 1 (June 1981): 8. 
6 Lawrence Ostola, “A Very Public Presence: The British Army Garrison in the Town of Quebec, 1759-
1838” (PhD Thesis, Université Laval, 2007), 48. 
7 Jean Milot, “Les garnisons dans les petites villes du Nord à la fin de l’Ancien Régime,” Revue du Nord 70, 
no. 279, (October-December 1988): 733. 
8 David T. Ruddel, “Quebec City: The Evolution of a Colonial Town” (PhD Thesis, Université Laval, 
1981,) 44. 
9 Ostola, “A Very Public Presence,”123. 
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also organized outdoors activities, like horse races, the first being recorded on July 9th, 

1767, which were attended by the local population.10 These frequent social encounters 

meant there were plenty of opportunities for local women to make the acquaintance of 

military men.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                
10 Ostola, “A Very Public Presence,”148. 
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As Map 1 illustrates, the city was divided, and still is, between the Lower Town 

and the Upper Town, the Cap Diamond acting as a natural frontier between the two. The 

Lower Town was the area where most of the commercial activities of the city took place. 

This is where the port was and where the majority of merchants had their residence. The 

Upper Town (Map 2) dominated both geographically and socially the Lower Town as this 

was where the main administrative, religious and educational institutions as well as military 

accommodations were located. This meant that a very significant proportion of the 

population of that specific area of the city belonged to the upper-class of the city’s 

population and to the garrison. Indeed, between 1795 and 1830, on average, 30% of the 

population of the Upper Town was military.11 

The majority of soldiers lived in military barracks that were spread throughout the 

Upper Town. While in England soldiers started living in large-scale barracks only at the 

end of the 18th century,12 this arrangement happened sooner in Canada as the British army 

reused French military barracks to lodge the troops. One of these buildings was called the 

New Barracks (J on maps 1 and 2). Built between 1749 and 1752, the building was located 

in the north-west area of the city’s fortifications, close to the Palace Gate between the 

Upper and Lower Town. It was meant to lodge about 400 soldiers. Different British 

regiments lived in the New Barracks during the second half of the 18th century. At the 

beginning of the 19th century it became the exclusive lodgings of the Royal Artillery 

Regiment.13 Very close to the New Barracks was the Redoute Dauphine (located in the 

                                                
11 John Hare, Marc Lafrance and David-Thiery Ruddel. Histoire de la ville de Québec, 1608-1871 
(Montreal: Boréal, 1987), 146. 
12 Myna Trustram, Women of the Regiment. Marriage and the Victorian Army (Cambridge: Cambridge 
University Press, 1984), 14. 
13 Jacques Guimont and Mario Savard, Autour des Nouvelles Casernes (Québec: Éditions Continuité, 
2002), 14. 
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Artillery Park, I on maps 1 and 2). The construction of the building had started in 1712 and 

was meant to be part of the defensive system of the city and to lodge troops. As with the 

New Barracks, the Redoute Dauphine was reused by the British army as military 

accommodations for soldiers.14  

The British army also transformed civilian buildings to accommodate troops. This 

was the case of the Jesuit College (G on maps 1 and 2). It was located at the center of the 

Upper Town, facing the Cathedral Notre-Dame de Quebec and the Upper Town market. 

As early as the Fall 1759, the British army used the building as barracks for its troops, and 

it became known as the Jesuit Barracks. Following the Treaty of Paris in 1763, the Jesuit 

order was forbidden in the colony. The Jesuits could no longer recruit, but the remaining 

fathers were allowed to stay in one wing of their former college.15 The former Jesuit 

College was a building that suited well the needs of the army. Its large size meant it could 

house some 1000 soldiers, and complete regiments could be quartered at the same place. 

As a result, local inhabitants would not have to house troops. Billeting soldiers was a very 

unpopular measure as it was a heavy burden on families.16 A letter published in the Quebec 

Gazette in 1765 harshly complained about the measure: “The Laws of England call every 

Man’s House his Castle, but surely they never meant it should be garrisoned by hireling 

soldiers.”17  

                                                
14 After the American War of Independance, the building was used to lodge officers of the Royal Artillery 
Regiment. One room was turned into a mess for officers of the Royal Artillery and the Royal Engineers 
Regiments. The area around the New Barracks and the Redoute Dauphine thus took the name of the Artillery 
Park, in reference to the residents of the buildings. Louis R. Richer, La Redoute Dauphine à Québec (Ottawa: 
Parks Canada, 1973), 10. 
15 André Vachon, “Mgr Jean-Olivier Briand (1715-1794),” Les Cahiers des Dix, no. 49 (1979): 60. 
16 Ostola, “A Very Public Presence,” 88. 
17 Quebec Gazette, August 1st, 1765, as quoted in Ostola, “A Very Public Presence,” 89. 
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Not all soldiers and officers lived in barracks; some rented houses in the city. A 

tragic event informs us that this was the case for some soldiers of the 8th Regiment and 

their families, stationed in Quebec City in 1770. Anglican church records reveal that, in 

May 1770, one soldier, the wife of another soldier and six children, all belonging to the 8th 

Regiment, were buried at Saint-Louis Gate, having lost their lives “by a house falling upon 

them.”18 Johanna Carson, widow of Henry Carson, late private soldier in the 24th Regiment, 

lived in a house on Saint-Stanislas St. with her two children. (The street in red on Map 2.) 

The upper part of the house was occupied by a civilian, Maria Nelson, a spinster of 

Quebec.19 The fact that soldiers lived in civilian houses is particularly interesting, as 

Lawrence Ostola noted. It highlights the very close proximity in which the civilians and 

military populations lived.20 They would not just meet in public spaces, but would 

presumably meet in and even share their domestic space.  

The Quebec Directory of 1790 recorded the addresses of 41 British officers, and 

the Quebec Directory of 1822 recorded 29 addresses of officers. What is particularly 

interesting is that they did not all live on the same few streets; they were spread throughout 

the Upper Town. There was no physical segregation, but rather integration between 

civilians and military men and their families in the urban environment.  As an example, in 

1790, Robert Clarke, lieutenant in Royal Artillery, had his residence at 7 rue des Pauvres.21 

                                                
18 BAnQ-Q, CE301, S61, May, 1770,18. 
In December, 1807, the Quebec Gazette reported a fire on Saint. Stanislas St. where soldiers of the RAR 
lived in houses with their wives and family. The Quebec Gazette, December 17th, 1807, as quoted in 
Claudette Lacelle, La garnison britannique dans la ville de Québec d’après les journaux de 1764 à 1840 
(Québec: Direction des lieux et des parcs historiques nationaux, 1976), 14. 
19BAnQ-Q, TL31,S1,SS1, Fonds Cour des sessions générales de la paix du district de Québec, no.50, 
February 2nd, 1800. 
20 Ostola, “A Very Public Presence,” 80. 
21 Hugh McKay, Directory for the city and suburbs of Quebec (Quebec City: William Moore, 1791), 13. 
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Some of his neighbours were day labourers,22 a notary public,23 a merchant24 as well as 

some fellow officers, like Lieutenant-Colonel Thomas Davies of the Royal Artillery25 and 

Frederick Caroline Scott, captain in the Royal Artillery.26 

The high degree of proximity in which the civilians and military populations lived 

is very well illustrated in the journal of the wife of an Artillery captain, Mrs. Anne Ilbert. 

She lived with her husband and son in a house on rue Saint-Louis. (See the street in green 

on Map 2) The back of their house looked directly upon the wall of the Ursulines convent. 

(H on Map 2) They lived so close to the nuns that Anne Ilbert could hear the bells of the 

convent which, as she complained in her journal, rang at very unreasonable hours.27  

The fact that officers, soldiers and civilians shared the same urban space 

undoubtedly created circumstances for women of the city to forge social connections with 

military men – in taverns, on the streets, or at formal events like balls. Social connections 

with the military population, far from being restricted to the garrison, reached diverse social 

groups of the population of Quebec City. In important ways, it becomes obvious that the 

military and the civilian populations were not parallel societies, but, to some extent, 

integrated with each other despite their differences. Indeed, the army had its own hierarchy 

and way of life which made it distinct from the civilian population, and soldiers wore 

uniforms which clearly set them apart from civilians. The military population was also 

transient as its members rotated between the garrison of the Empire, and owed allegiance 

                                                
22 James Daly and Pierre Dasilvee, both day labourers, lived at 6, rue des Pauvres. Ibid. 
23 Louis Deschenaux, notary public, lived at 15 rue des Pauvres. Ibid. 
24Charles Martineaux, trader, lived at 4 rue des Pauvres. Ibid., 34. 
25 Ibid., 44. 
26 Ibid. 
27 NAM, 1996-06-136, Photocopy of transcript of a journal kept by Mrs Courtenay Ilbert, wife of 2nd 
Captain Courtenay Ilbert, Royal Artillery, of their voyage across the Atlantic, 1807, 56. (hereafter cited as 
Journal kept by Mrs. Courtenay Ilbert) 
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first to British military authorities. The civilian population was also very hierarchical, and 

class differences dictated social interactions, but, contrary to the military population, the 

civilians were part of a more stable community.28 Although there were significant 

differences between the military and the civilian communities, considering the substantial 

and lasting the military presence in the city, the civilians and the military came to develop 

and to maintain strong interdependent relationships. 29  

In her study of garrison cities in Northern France during the 18th century, Catherine 

Clémens-Denys highlighted how a strong and lasting military presence within a city 

fostered a specific economy and urban dynamic. She argued that, in peacetime, the close 

relationships the military and the civil populations shared were much more advantageous 

than inconvenient since they both could benefit from the other’s presence.30 This certainly 

can be applied to the context of Quebec City, although the trouble of being a garrison city 

should not be neglected.31 Relationships between the military and the civilians could be 

fostered by military authorities. For example, the British army very often called for civilian 

contractors in the city’s newspapers to get food, clothes, heating fuel as well as construction 

materials like wood and stones.32 However, individual agency was also very significant in 

                                                
28 Ostola, “A Very Public Presence,” 4. 
29 Catherine Clémens-Denys, “Réseau urbain et hiérarchie militaire: étude sur les garnisons en temps de paix 
dans le Nord de la France au XVIIIe siècle,” Revue du Nord 82, no.335-336 (April-September 2000): 283. 
30Ibid., 283. 
31 As Lawrence Ostola noted, the economic impact of the army on the city could be the object of a study of 
its own. Although his study focused on the public presence of the army, he did mention a few economic 
negative impacts of the garrison, like how the large quantities of goods that the army purchased could lead 
to a rise of the prices. Ostola also noted complaints from city’s magistrates regarding the filthy state of the 
military drain which was said to be highly dangerous to the public health. Ostola, “A Very Public 
Presence,” 92, 98. 
32 For example, an advertisement in the Quebec Mercury, says “Wanted, a Supply of Fresh Beef of a good 
quality, for his Majesty’s Troops in this Garrison. First for Five months, from the 25th instant, to the 24th 
December next; and, Secondly, for the succeeding Six Months, from the 25th December, 1820 to the 24th 
June, 1821. The quantities of Fresh Beef required for the above periods, will depend on the number of men 
in Garrison, and the quantity of salt meat it may be deemed necessary to issue from time to time.” 
The Quebec Mercury, July 11, 1820, 223. 
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shaping military/civilian relationships and, more specifically, relationships leading to 

marriage. Looking at individuals instead of focusing on the military institution uncovers 

social connections which would have otherwise remained invisible.  

Although information available on individuals involved in the marriages of soldiers 

is usually less than in the cases of officers’ marriages, it is still possible to shed some light 

on the circumstances under which spouses might have met. One of the most enduring 

stereotypes of soldiers was that they were drunks and tended to waste their pay in the 

taverns where they were stationed. In her study of the garrison at Fort Wellington, 

Katherine McKenna raised the possibility of women meeting soldiers who would become 

their husband, while working as barmaids, if not as customers themselves.33 The low social 

status of soldiers implied that they would go to the same local inns and taverns as the 

popular classes of the city where they would encounter English-speaking and Canadiens 

civilians of both sexes.34 At least four women who married British soldiers were daughters 

of tavernkeepers and two were tavernkeeper’s widows.35 The mix of cultures taking place 

in taverns is highlighted by the fact that five out of these six women were Canadiennes: 

Marie Fress (married Michael Develing, a drummer in the 41st, on November 18th, 1804),36 

Marie Madeleine Iffland (married Thomas Edlestone, a corporal in the Royal Artillery 

Regiment on November 28th, 1810),37 Marie-Joseph Couillard Dupré (married Michael 

                                                
33Katherine McKenna, “My own character is thank God above suspicion: Soldier’s Wives with The Royal 
Canadian Rifle Regiment and Social Values in Mid-Nineteenth-Century British North America,” Social 
History 49, no. 100 (November 2016): 483. 
34 Ostola, “A Very Public Presence,” 83. 
35 I only counted those whom I could identify for sure, but it is very likely that that number was higher. 
36 Marie Fress was the daughter of John Fress, a German mercenary who settled in Quebec City and married 
a Canadienne. She was baptized at Notre-Dame de Québec on May 25th, 1787. BAnQ-Q, CE301, S61, 
November 18th, 1804, 57A, and PRDH, individual index of Marie Fress, no.2309779. 
37 Marie Madeleine Iffland was the daughter of John Iffland, a German mercenary who settled in Quebec 
City and married a Canadienne. She was baptized at Notre-Dame de Québec on April 11th, 1790. BAnQ-Q, 
CE301, S66, November 28th, 1810, 49B, and PRDH, individual index of Marie Madeleine Iffland no.877845. 
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Gillway, a private soldier in the 10th Royal Veteran Battalion, on March 18th, 1811),38 

Madeleine Portugais (married John Mathison, a corporal in the Royal Artillery Regiment, 

on July 1st 1812)39 and Angélique Breton (married Louis Stroupman, a private soldier in 

the 1st bat. of the Royal Scots, on September 23rd, 1813).40  

The marriage of William Lee, assistant-surgeon in the 24th of foot, to Elizabeth 

King on August 20th, 179841 is an example of how both geographic proximity and 

individual social connections could result in a military/civilian marriage. Elizabeth King 

was the daughter of Godfrey King a furrier who lived at 12 rue de la Fabrique,42 right across 

from the Jesuit Barracks where the regiment of William Lee had its lodgings.43 Geographic 

proximity was presumably a factor explaining how they might have come to meet. It is also 

possible that the two met because William Lee was a client of Godfrey King. Gentlemen 

of the city – William Lee surely was considering his status of assistant-surgeon in the 

army– as well as ladies used furs extensively in order to survive the winter’s extreme 

temperatures.44 As a merchant, George King presumably frequented the same social circles 

                                                
38 Marie-Joseph Couillard Dupré was baptized at Montmagny, a parish on the south shore of the St. Lawrence, 
on November 26th, 1777.  She was the daughter of tavernkeeper Michel Couillard Dupré. BAnQ, CE301, 
S61, March 18th, 1811, 17B. 
39 Marie Madeleine Portugais was the widow of John Iffland, a German mercenary who settled in Quebec 
City. She was baptized in Montmagny, a parish on the south shore of the St. Lawrence River, on June 21st, 
1770. BAnQ-Q, CE301, S64, July 1st, 1812, 30B, and PRDH, individual index of Marie Madeleine Portugais, 
no. 301399. 
40 Angélique Breton was the widow of James Miller, tavernkeeper of the city. She was 23 years old at the 
time of her marriage to Louis Stroupman. BAnQ-Q, CE301, S61, September 23rd, 1813, 80B. 
The other tavernkeeper’s daughter was Elizabeth Ferguson who married John Grace, private soldier and 
musician in the Royal Newfoundland Regiment, on January 10th, 1813. BAnQ-Q, CE301, S61, January, 10th, 
1813, 3B. 
41 BAnQ-Q, CE301, S61, August 28th, 1798, 18B.  
42AAQ, CM1/F1,3, Dénombrements de la paroisse de Québec,Visite générale commencée le 15 mai 1798, 7. 
43 George Thomas Landmann, Adventures and Recollections of Colonel Landmann, late of the Corps of 
Royal Engineers (London: Colburn and Co., Publishers, 1852), 264. 
44 Ibid., 266. 
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as William Lee, as friendships between officers and merchants of the city was common. 

Lee would thus have met his future wife through these social connections. 

Another interesting case highlighting military/civilian relationships is that of the 

Goddard sisters. On October 29th, 1798, Hannah Goddard married Lieutenant John Thomas 

Caddy of the Royal Artillery Regiment.45 Her sister, Eliza became the wife of Lieutenant 

Cyprian Bridge, also of the Royal Artillery Regiment, on May 13th, 1806.46 The two women 

were the daughters of James Mason Goddard, a brewer in the city. He appeared to have 

been in frequent interactions with officers of the garrison, as he was the estate administrator 

of Thomas Faunce, Town Major of the city,47 when the latter died at the end of the year 

1806.48 Knowing how much British officers were purported to fancy porter, wines and 

spirits, all products which Goddard happened to sell,49 we can speculate he was one of the 

officers’ alcohol suppliers, and, as an important importer, he was part of the same social 

circles as the officers. 

Becoming the Wife of an Officer 

Social connections played a very significant part in the choice of a husband. Making 

a suitable match was an important matter which involved family and friends. A good match 

had to satisfy a range of criteria. Wealthy families were often eager to make a match with 

someone with an equal or superior fortune or, at least, of high social status. Ideally, the 

match would bring social advancement.50 The marriage of Françoise Dupré and Lieutenant 

John Francis Lemoine of the Royal Artillery Regiment, on October 2nd, 1786, arguably 

                                                
45 BAnQ-Q, CE301, S61, October 29th, 1798, 26B. 
46 BAnQ-Q, CE301, S61, May 13th, 1806, 24A. 
47 A town major was a British officer in charge of the general supervision of good order in a garrison city.  
48 The Quebec Mercury, January 19th, 1807, 24. 
49 The Quebec Mercury, December 29th, 1806, 416. 
50 Serge Gagnon, Mariage et famille au temps de Papineau (Québec: Les Presses de l’Université Laval, 
1993), 167. 
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contributed to strengthen the social position of the Dupré family in the new British elite 

circles of the colony in the first decades of the British regime.51 Religion also proved to be 

an important criterion in some cases, as in that of Elizabeth Grant and Lieutenant Charles-

Nicholas Fortuné de Montenach, a young Swiss officer of De Meuron Regiment. The fact 

that they were both Roman Catholics was probably the deciding factor in the mother of 

Elizabeth giving her consent to the union.52 Considering that Canadiennes marrying British 

officers in Quebec City were very rare, as shown in chapter 2, we can suppose that the 

difference of religion was one important reason explaining why they were not more 

numerous. It may very well be that some Canadiens parents refused their daughter 

permission to marry a British officer because they did not share the same creed. 

Families belonging to the upper-classes of Quebec City thought military officers 

were good matches. Indeed, to be an officer in the army was to be a gentleman, and this 

status remained for life as even retired officers were still known by their military ranks.53 

Daughters of wealthy merchants, colonial officials and military officers sought to take 

advantage of the presence of numerous unmarried young officers in the city. Young women 

soon became aware of the importance of rank and of the attractiveness of the gentleman 

status of officers.54 In the recollections of his time in Quebec City, officer Frederic Tolfrey 

remembered that matchmakers were numerous in the city, and that officers were often part 

of these prospective matches. Tolfrey described them as “providing dames who take delight 

in disposing of other people’s marriageable daughters, and love to see the youth of both 

                                                
51 Céline Cyr, “Jean-Baptiste Le Comte Dupré," Dictionary of Canadian Biography, accessed June 23, 2020 
http://www.biographi.ca/en/bio/le_comte_dupre_jean_baptiste_1731_1820_5E.html 
52Dianne Graves, In the Midst of Alarms: The Untold Story of Women and the War of 1812 (Cap Saint-
Ignace: Robin Brass Studio, 2007), 81. 
53Stana Nenadic, “The Impact of Military Profession on Highland Gentry families, 1730-1830,” The Scottish 
Historical Review 85, no. 1 (April 2006): 86. 
54 Graves, In the midst of alarms, 73. 
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sexes run ‘in couples’ by assuming to themselves the privilege of thinning every Garrison 

town of its gay bachelors.”55  

Indeed, courtship was a public process, strongly supervised. Each year, when the 

last ship sailed in October at the end of navigation season, the inhabitants of Quebec City 

frequently never saw the face of a stranger until May.56 The setting-in of Winter was the 

signal for “fun, feasting, and frolic.”57 It was the season during which dinners, balls and 

parties were the order of the day.58 However, the arrival of the cold season also meant that 

Quebec high society became a small world closed in on itself where it was easy to keep an 

eye on others’ social interactions. Gossip ensured that the rules were obeyed.59 For 

example, there was a fuss made in September 1811 by some of the Quebec people60 when 

the governor’s daughter, Anne Prevost, and one of her closest friends, Miss. Baynes, 

daughter of Edward Baynes, Colonel of the Glengarry Light Infantry Fencibles, took a 

walk beyond the gates of the town without being attended by either a gentleman or a 

servant.61 The two young ladies thereafter received many admonitions about walking 

outside the walls and sadly had to give up their walks since they could not simply call up 

a gentleman to accompany them.62  

In order to find a good match, a lady ought to be of an impeachable moral character 

as a gentlewoman’s honour rested on the public recognition of her virtue.63 A loss of 

                                                
55 Frederic Tolfrey, The Sportsman in Canada (London: T.C. Newby, 1845), 111-112. 
56 Journal kept by Mrs. Courtenay Ilbert, 60. 
57 Tolfrey, The Sportsman in Canada, 4. 
58 Ibid.  
59 Ibid. 81. 
60 Anne Prevost did not specify in her journal who were these people. LAC, MG24-A9, R9686-0-4-E, 
Microfilm A-1926, Sir George Prevost Fonds, Diary of Anne Elinor Prevost, daughter of Sir George 
Prevost, 65. Hereafter cited as Diary of Anne Elinor Prevost. 
61 Ibid., 65. 
62 Ibid., 77. 
63 Amanda Vickery, The Gentleman’s Daughter (New Haven: Yale University Press, 1998), 54. 
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reputation was disastrous for a young woman. Therefore, meetings between the two sexes 

generally occurred in acceptable and organized public occasions.64 Dances were an 

excellent way of bringing young people together under the supervision of family and 

friends. Quebec society appears to have danced at every opportunity. Dances happened a 

few times a week, as Anne Prevost recalled in her journal, a fact echoed by Tolfrey who 

said that officers who preferred quadrilling to swilling were welcome guests in all family 

circles every night of the week.65 

Marriageable daughters took an active part in the matchmaking process, maybe 

even more so than the gentlemen of the garrison themselves. For example, one day of June 

1817, after a horse race on the plains of Abraham which drew together all individuals of 

the city, male and female, civil and military, the officers of the garrison organized a dinner 

to celebrate the winners. The unmarried women of the city reproached the men of the 

garrison for having organized such an event without inviting them. Tolfrey remembered 

that:  

Some of the belles, at least the unmarried ones, of the tinned roof city, reproached the 
Stewards for having so selfishly organized a dinner for the male portion of the Garrison 
without thinking of the petticoats and a ball. Like good Knights and true, they 
acknowledged the omission with becoming penitence, not without a promise that on all 
future occasions the female votaries of Terpischore should have their share in the nocturnal 
revelries which were to wind up the renewal of the sports on the race-course.66  

 
A humorous anecdote found in the Quebec Mercury also illustrates female agency 

in the matter of courtship. When the 66th Regiment of Foot departed Quebec City in April 

1830, Winnifred Winterbottom, who “won’t be a Nun”, wrote a poem in the Quebec 

                                                
64 Peter Ward, Courtship, Love and Marriage in Nineteenth-Century English Canada (Queen’s-McGill 
University Press, 1990), 66. 
65 Tolfrey, The Sportsman in Canada, 120. 
66 Ibid., 52. 
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Mercury addressed to the officers of the regiment. She complained that the single ladies of 

Quebec had flirted in vain for three years and the regiment had left without making any 

marriage tie. She wrote that the officers might be lions in the battle, but they were lambs 

when at the ball. This poem reflected a desire on the ladies’ part to secure a good match as 

one verse clearly expressed: “though blooming spinsters first ye found us, unwilling 

spinsters we remain”.67 

As Amanda Vickery described in The Gentleman’s Daughter, courtship was an 

adventure for a young lady with a genteel fortune since, perhaps for the only time in her 

life, she was the centre of attention and often “the protagonist of a thrilling drama.”68 It 

certainly was a drama for Anne Prevost. She was sixteen when she arrived in the city in 

1811. Due to her status as the daughter of the highest colonial administrator and general 

commander of His Majesty’s Forces in North America, Governor George Prevost, she had 

suitors belonging to the highest social circles of the colony. Through reading of her journal, 

it is obvious that she enjoyed having the attention of the finest young gentlemen of 

Quebec’s society. What it particularly striking is the agency she had in choosing a husband. 

Her fortune, her social position and the freedom of choice given by her parents ¾they had 

married for love and hoped the same for their daughter69¾ meant that she could afford to 

turn down suitors and to set her own criteria in the choice of a husband. Although the 

position of Anne Prevost was not representative of the majority of young ladies, her diary 

gives very interesting insights into what girls of high social status were looking for in a 

husband. He ought to have good manners, to be of agreeable character and intelligent, to 

                                                
67 The Quebec Mercury, April 27th, 1830, as quoted in Lacelle, La garnison britannique dans la ville de 
Québec d’après les journaux de 1764 à 1840, 55. 
68 Vickery, The Gentleman’s daughter, 56. 
69 Diary of Anne Elinor Prevost, 2. 
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have a pleasing countenance, and respect his family and the Anglican faith. In addition, 

Anne Prevost gave great importance to her future husband being in the military. She 

thought that, considering her status as the daughter of the highest military officer of the 

colony, “her hand and heart could only be bestowed to a distinguished soldier.”70 We can 

thus suppose that other young ladies of the garrison gave importance to their identity as an 

officer’s daughter, and that this identity influenced their choice of husband towards a 

military man. 

Anne Prevost did have freedom in the choice of her husband; however, this was a 

relative freedom. She was free to choose between the young men belonging to the 

acceptable social group she socialized with. This becomes obvious when looking at her 

suitors, since all of them belonged to the officer corps of the garrison. One of them was 

Captain Henry Milnes, the son of the late general governor Milnes and aide-de-camp to 

Governor Prevost. Anne had a high opinion of him, and considered he was the most 

agreeable person she ever met with when he was in good humour: 

He was perfectly free from affectation and having been much in good society, his manners 
had a natural elegance that certainly was not possessed by any other person among his 
contemporary beaux. He was so fond of his Mother and spoke of her with such affection; 
he had so much respect for Religion and for every thing that was good; his mind was so 
well cultivated and so intelligent that he was indeed a very attractive person, and I will 
frankly acknowledge that I could not see so much of his character and receive so much 
pleasing attention from him, without feeling my heart in some danger.71 

 
 It was the general opinion that the son of a late governor and the present governor’s 

daughter were well suited to each other.72 During the Winter 1813, he often was her dance 

partner, and Anne noticed her mother and others officers’ wives openly exchanging very 
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71 Diary of Anne Elinor Prevost, 108. 
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significant looks when they saw them together.73  One of Anne’s best friend, Miss Grant, 

daughter of the Baroness de Longueil, also strongly encouraged the match.74 However, 

Anne’s opinion of him changed when he became infatuated with Alicia Cockburn, the wife 

of a fellow officer of the garrison of ten years his senior, and therefore Anne’s friendship 

with Captain Milnes never resulted in something more serious.75 

Anne did get a proposal from an officer, whom she called Major C., on January 5th, 

1814, but she refused him as she did not care for him.76 Another of her suitors was called 

Major B., but marrying him was out of the question as she considered his attachment to her 

as mortifying and annoying and she wished he had lost his way in the woods of New 

Brunswick!77 Her other suitor was William Robinson, the nephew of the commissary 

general.78 From their first acquaintance, she was pleased with his unaffected good-

humoured manners, his cheerfulness and readiness to be kind and attentive on all 

occasions.79 The longer she knew him and the more she held him in high esteem. She 

confessed in her journal that she was hurt to never receive a declaration from him. 

However, she learned from a friend that William Robinson was exceedingly attached to 

her, but that his financial situation and rank kept him back from proposing.80 Anne Prevost 

went back to England in 1815, but she remained single for the rest of her life. Marrying 

without strong affection was absolutely out of the question for her.81 Indeed, at the end of 

                                                
73 Ibid., 127. 
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76 Ibid., 149. 
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78 The commissary general was a very high office within the military institution. He was responsible for 
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80 Ibid., 149. 
81 Ibid.,116-117. 
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the 18th century and onwards, the decision to marry often rested upon love, a goal who was 

presumably shared by all social groups.82  

Love and Pragmatism 

Love, or at least mutual affection, was a welcome blessing to an advantageous 

match. However, society considered it was irresponsible to privilege passion over other 

more pragmatic criteria.83 Historians who have investigated the experience of marriage 

have debated whether affection or financial considerations were most important when 

choosing a spouse.84 However, Jeremy Boulton, in studying pauper households in London 

during the early eighteenth century, argued that a marriage based on financial 

considerations did not exclude the possibility of mutual affection between spouse.85 The 

study of marriage in the garrison of Quebec City shows evidence that some officers and 

their wives married for love. Mrs. Anne Ilbert appears to have made a very happy marriage. 

She wrote to her kin that she enjoyed the best husband in the world and that she had been 

blessed with more than she generally felt was the lot of women.86 In another example, 

Thomas Trigge, a young officer, would leave early fishing expeditions that officers had 

organized to go back home to his charming wife Henrietta and his baby.87 However, these 

examples of couples have to be put alongside those who did not marry based on affection. 

                                                
82 Ward, Courtship, Love and Marriage, 157, 167. 
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For example, Alicia Cockburn was known in Quebec society to be an unhappy wife and 

word spread that her husband, Major Francis Cockburn of the Canadian Fencible 

Regiment, had only married her for her fortune.88 

An anonymous poem published in the Quebec Mercury on January 20th, 1806, 

expressed the existing tensions between financial considerations in the choice of a spouse 

and the love ideals of a young lady. The title itself, The Lady’s Choice, put the emphasis 

on the young lady’s desire to choose her future spouse. The fact that it was published in a 

newspaper put those tensions fairly within public debate as courtship was a public 

phenomenon, and the tensions the poem expressed certainly echoed the reality of many 

families. 

The Lady’s choice 
Lucinda’s luck did spinsters grudge, 

While lover’s twain pursu’d her; 
For while she charm’d an old grave judge, 

A young gay Sheriff woo’d her. 
 

The judge was rich, the sheriff poor, 
Papa prefer’d his lordship; 

And mammon scorn’d for cupid’s lure, 
Old Roundtoes deem’d a hardship. 

 
But Miss, whom rank nor wealth could move, 

To be by the dotard bedued; 
For if Jack Ketch89 had gain’d her love, 

The hangman she’d have wedded. 
 

Said “since to love and cherish too, 
Was wedlock’s institution; 

Judgement may have its weight with you, 
But I’m for Execution!!90 

                                                
88 Diary of Anne Elinor Prevost, 126. 
89 Jack Ketch was an infamous English executioner notorious for his barbarous inefficiency. He held his 
office during the 1660s and 1680s. For nearly two centuries after his death, his name was popularly applied 
to English executioners. Encyclopaedia Britannica, “Jack Ketch,” accessed on October 28th, 2020, 
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Jack-Ketch. 
90 The Quebec Mercury, January 20th, 1806, 24. 
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The use of the figure of the executioner by the lady in the poem is especially 

striking. The executioner was at the lowest position in the social hierarchy and the nature 

of his work made him a social pariah.91 Therefore, the lady in the poem clearly stated that 

she privileged love over fortune and social position.  

Becoming the Wife of a Soldier 

Some women who married soldiers of the garrison also appeared to have chosen 

love over social status and fortune in the choice of a husband. One of them was Ann 

Goldsmith, the daughter of Henry Goldsmith, esquire of Halifax and deputy commissary 

general to the forces in that province. On December 20th, 1807, at the age of 20, Ann 

married Patrick Dermody, who was the same age and a private soldier in the Royal 

Newfoundland Regiment of Fencible Infantry.92 The difference of social status between 

the two is obvious. The commissary general was a very high office within the military 

institution. His position meant that he belonged to the high social circles of the colony, and, 

most certainly, his children were expected to marry someone of equal or superior social 

status.93 The fact that Ann Goldsmith married a simple private suggests that she had 

privileged love over social status and fortune in the choice of a spouse. Her parents did 

give consent to the union, but no members of her family attended the ceremony. The only 

people present were a fellow private soldier and a sergeant in Patrick Dermody’s 
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 95 
 

regiment.94 The parents’ absence suggests that they were not pleased with the match.95 In 

this case, we can suppose that the young lady sought to exert her own will, against her 

parent’s wishes and social conventions, to play an active part in the most important decision 

of her life.  

Historian Steven King has raised the issue of why women should have chosen to 

marry partners without resources and whose economic prospects were uncertain.96 

Building on this issue, we can suppose that at least some women decided to marry a soldier 

simply on love or mutual affection even though it defied any rational argument in the 

choice of a spouse. In his study of the British Army in the Peninsular War, historian Richard 

Glover spoke of the “misfortune to love and marry soldiers.”97 It was certainly not a 

decision made on financial grounds. At the beginning of the 19th century, soldiers earned 

about three to four times less than civilians of the lower classes.98  

Marrying a soldier meant having to live in military barracks or, at best, in houses in 

the city shared with other military couples. It also meant having to leave the colony, family 

and friends at some point to follow her husband wherever the army was sending his 

regiment. This mobility is apparent when looking at the parish records. Most garrison 

couples only appear once: when they married. The rest of their married life, like the baptism 

of their children, most probably happened in another location, wherever the regiments were 
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sent in the Empire.99 Notable exceptions were the women who married soldiers in the Royal 

Canadian Volunteers regiment since the regiment was raised in Canada and meant to stay 

in the colony. It has been said in the first chapter that this specific regiment had a higher 

marriage rate than the other who were stationed in the colony over the years. Knowing they 

would not have to leave the colony might have encouraged some local civilian women to 

marry soldiers of the RCV.  

Making the choice to marry a soldier could mean going against parents’ wishes. 

Parents were often opposed to their daughter marrying a soldier; the latter had a reputation 

of being untrustworthy, drunkards and sexually immoral since there was a strong 

womanizing element in army culture.100 Therefore, to be associated with the army could 

have a negative impact on a woman’s reputation and relationships with members of her 

family. We can also suppose that animosity by the local population towards British 

soldiers, especially in the first years following the change of regime, might have made 

some parents hostile to the idea of their daughter marrying a British soldier. One sign of 

this could have been the absence of the bride’s family at the wedding ceremony. For 

example, when Angélique Maranda married John Thomas, soldier in the 44th Regiment, on 

July 5th, 1781, the witnesses were Robert King and Jonathan Heywood, both soldiers in the 

same regiment as John Thomas.101 At the time of her marriage, Angélique Maranda’s 
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mother had already died, but her father, Gabriel Maranda, was still alive and living in the 

Lower Town.102 If indeed he was not present at his daughter’s marriage, it was certainly 

not geographic distance that had prevented him from being there. It is not possible to know 

what Gabriel Maranda’s thoughts were about his daughter marrying a British soldier, but 

his absence at the ceremony suggests that he might have disapproved of the union.  

 Considering the lack of fortune, social position and stability that accompanied the 

status of army wife, affection and love cannot be excluded as decisive factors in the choice 

of a husband. To be an army wife was to go into unknown and uncertain grounds for a 

young civilian woman. Desire for adventure and rebellion against one’s parents could have 

been a reason to say yes to a redcoat. The soldiers’ poor reputation of “bad boys” could 

also have attracted women. Contemporaries recalled that, irrespective of the army’s poor 

reputation, young women were very attracted to the men in uniform, at the expense of 

civilian men.103 In her study of women’s enthusiasm for men in uniform between 1780-

1815, historian Louise Carter spoke of the “scarlet fever,” a dangerous malady easily 

caught by women of all classes that explained the attractiveness to redcoats.104 Louise 

Carter and Jennine Hurl-Eamon studied the phenomenon for the British military men in 

the long 18th century, but women’s attraction to uniforms appears to have crossed time and 

borders. For example, historian Annie P. Baker, in her study of the officers’ wives on the 

American Frontier in the second half of the 19th century, found in many of these women’s 

memoirs evidence of their attraction for the men in uniforms. Officers’ wives often 

described army men in an erotic and suggestive way, and portrayed military men as manlier 

                                                
102 PRDH, individual index of Gabriel Maranda. no. 151635, and AAQ, CM1/F1,3, Dénombrement de la 
paroisse de Québec, 1792, 48. 
103 Graves, In the midst of Alarms, 73.  
104 Hurl-Eamon, Marriage and the British Army in the Long Eighteenth Century, 90. 
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than civilian men. For example, Elizabeth Custer, wife of the General George Armstrong 

Custer, wrote “the soldiers were a superb lot of men physically. The outdoor life had 

developed them into perfect specimens of vigorous manhood.”105  This description most 

likely can be used for eighteenth-century soldiers as they had daily training and parades 

which set them apart from civilian men as they were walking taller and looked tidier than 

most civilian men.106 In 1807, Le Canadien reported that, at a militia muster where the 

band of the 49th Regiment was present, “la terrasse des remparts était bordée de 

Canadiennes.”107 In the novel The History of Emily Montague, the main masculine 

character, Colonel Edwards Rivers, wrote to his sister back in England about the interest 

of the Canadiennes in English men: 

The ladies are making interest to dance with me; what a happy exchange have I made? 
What man of common sense would stay to be overlook’d in England, who can have rival 
beauties contend for him in Canada?108 
 

A young woman’s attraction to a soldier could lead to a romantic encounter out of 

wedlock. In fact, often in a humorous way, contemporaries and historians commented on 

the demographic impact of a new regiment coming to town: the increase in illegitimate 

births nine months after the arrival of the troops.109 Baptisms records of Quebec City 

parishes show considerable evidence of local women giving birth to children fathered by 

British soldiers.110 Therefore, a woman’s decision to marry a soldier could have been made 

                                                
105 Elizabeth Custer, Boots and Saddles, 83-84 (New York, 1885), as quoted in Anni P. Baker, “Daughters 
of Mars: Army Officers’ Wives and Military Culture on the American Frontier,” The Historian 67, no.1 
(March 2005): 39; Hurl-Eamon, Jennine Hurl-Eamon, Marriage and the British Army in the Long Eighteenth 
Century: “The Girl I left Behind Me”(Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2014), 102;  
106 Ibid., 93. 
107 Le Canadien, August 26th, 1807, as quoted in Ostola, “A Very Public Presence,” 126. 
108 Frances Brooke, The History of Emily Montague (Ottawa: Carleton University Press, 1985,) 22. 
109 Clémens-Denys, “Réseau urbain et hiérarchie militaire,”283. 
110 For example, on February 5th, 1777, according to the Anglican rite, Catherine, daughter of Lisette 
Sanson and of James Bogle, a private in the Halifax artificers, was baptized. BAnQ-Q, CE301, S61, 
“Baptisms and Burials,” February 5th, 1777, 90. 
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to avoid a birth out of wedlock. For example, Theresa Grow was about six months pregnant 

when she married William Cliff, a soldier of the 8th regiment of foot, on January 24th, 

1773.111 Marie-Louise William married at Notre-Dame-de-Québec Jacques Johnston, a 

musician in the Newfoundland Regiment, on July 13th, 1810, only two days before giving 

birth to their child.112 

It has been said in the previous chapter that a very significant number of the army 

wives had already belonged to the garrison prior to their marriage to a soldier. For these 

women, both daughters and widows of soldiers, marriage could be a strategy to maintain 

their sustenance, especially for widows. Without a husband in the garrison, they were 

entitled to only a few weeks of military rations and living accommodation, and were very 

vulnerable.113 Therefore, these women needed to remarry very quickly in order not to be 

thrown out of the barracks without any means of making a living. One of these unfortunate 

women was Isabelle Dubé. On November 20th, 1812, she married Silas Lacy, a private 

soldier in the 49th Regiment of Foot at Holy Trinity.114 Lacy died only six days after the 

ceremony.115 Isabelle Dubé married again two months later, on January 29th, 1813, but this 

time to a soldier of the 10th Royal Veteran Battalion, Hugh Rowe.116 He was 48 years old 

while she was only 18. The couple had three children, but Rowe died around the year 1820. 

Isabelle, then only 26 years old, was a widow for the second time. She did not wait long 

before she married again, in 1821, but this time to a discharged soldier who was now 

                                                
111 BAnQ-Q, CE301, S61, January 24th, 1773, 20. 
112 Institut Généalogique Drouin, Fonds Drouin, Registres Basilique Notre-Dame-de-Québec, July 13th, 
1810, 79B. 
113 McKenna, “My own character is thank God above suspicion,” 497. 
114 BAnQ-Q, CE301, S61, November 20th, 1812, 49B. 
115 BAnQ-Q, CE301, S61, November 26th, 1812, 48A. 
116 BAnQ-Q, CE301, S61, January 29th, 1813, 8B. 
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working as a gardener.117 The case of Isabelle Dubé illustrates very clearly the vulnerability 

of soldiers’ widows; without a husband, they were no longer welcome within the military 

institution. The fact that Isabelle Dubé remarried so quickly after the death of her first two 

husbands reflect the necessity and even the despair driving that decision. To remarry that 

quickly appears to have set garrison women apart from their civilian counterparts. Civilian 

widows waited on average 2.8 years after the death of their husband to remarry, and a 

majority of civilian widows simply never remarried.118  

However, the hard circumstances under which Isabelle Dubé remarried did not 

mean that she had no agency in dealing with the situation. Indeed, to marry another soldier 

was her own practical choice. She could have decided to go back to her mother’s house as 

her mother was still alive.119 She also chose Hugh Rowe as her second husband. It is very 

possible that more than one man of the regiment proposed to her after the passing of her 

husband. According to a study by military historian Richard Holmes, some soldiers argued 

they had a moral obligation to look after the widows of their comrades. For a newly widow 

to receive more than one marriage proposal was not uncommon.120  

Soldiers’ daughters also were in a vulnerable position. According to regimental 

rules, the children of soldiers were entitled to rations until the age of 14.121 Therefore, for 

a daughter approaching her late teenage years, marriage to one of her father’s companion 

appeared as a good situation. She would continue to receive army’s ration and could also 

stay close to her family. In her study of the Royal Canadian Rifle Regiments, Katherine 

                                                
117 Isabelle Dubé married George Burns, a gardener and late private in the 76th regiment, on June 11th, 1821. 
BAnQ-Q, CE301, S61, June 11th, 1821, 36A. 
118 Gagnon, Mariage et Famille au temps de Papineau, 220-221. 
119 PRDH, individual index of Marie Anne Stjor Sergerie, no. 234763. 
120 Richard Holmes, Redcoat: The British Soldier in the Age of Horse and Musket (London: Harper Collins, 
2002,) 368. 
121 McKenna, “My own character is thank God above suspicion,” 496. 
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McKenna noted that weddings between daughters and their fathers’ comrades did not 

appear to have been unusual.122 As seen in the previous chapter, daughters of soldiers 

tended to marry younger than their civilian counterparts, at the average age of 18 years old. 

I found eight soldiers’ daughters who married at 16 years old or younger, and there was 

sometimes a big age gap between the spouses. This supports the idea these were practical 

unions. For example, on November 3rd, 1796, when she was fourteen years old, Ann Sudby, 

the daughter of Thomas Sudby, sergeant in the 4th Regiment, married one of her father’s 

comrade, Barry Gordon, aged 41 years old.123 However, not all soldiers’ daughters married 

soldiers old enough to be their fathers. Some of them married a man close to them in age. 

Eleanor Fitzgerald married one of her father’s comrade when she was 18 years old, 

Cornelius Van den Lynden, sergeant in the 60th Regiment, was 22. The small age gap 

between the spouses suggests that, in that case, practical reasons in marrying a father’s 

comrade might not have excluded sentiments. 

Soldiers’ widows and daughters were not simply passive victims of the 

circumstances, making the decision to marry out of spite. Anthony Brett-Jones, when 

talking about the widows in Wellington’s army, wrote that the alternative to taking a new 

man was usually to go to England by ship, most certainly to a precarious future.124 

However, soldiers’ widows, as well as soldiers’ daughters, had another option: they might 

have been able to marry a civilian man and to settle for good in Quebec City. Mary Ann 

McCoy, daughter of a private of the 41st, married a plaisterer of the city.125  On November 

                                                
122 Ibid., 495. 
123 BAnQ-Q, CE301, S61, November 3rd, 1796, 17A. 
124 Anthony Brett-James, “Army Wives,” in Life in Wellington’s Army (London: Tom Donovan, 1994,) 280. 
125 BAnQ-Q, CE301, S61, September 15th, 1803, 34B. See also the examples of Catherine Kennelley, 
daughter of a soldier of the 26th regiment, who married a Joseph Stilson, a sadler, BAnQ-Q, CE301, S61, 
January 26th, 1810, 12A. Abigail Vaughan, widow of a sergeant-major of the Royal Artillery, who married 
William Reed, goalkeeper of the city of Quebec, BAnQ-Q, CE301, S61, February 22nd, 1806, 10B. 
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26th, 1811, Elizabeth McDonald, widow of a gunner of the Royal Artillery Regiment, 

married Antoine Langlois, a Canadien butcher, born and raised in Quebec City.126 For 

widows of the garrison, to be in Quebec City provided them with new opportunities for 

marriage that would not have existed had they been in a remote garrison without any 

substantial civilian population. Maybe for them, a marriage to a civilian man indeed was a 

triumph of hope over experience?127 

Officers’ widows were in a different situation. Their late husband often left them 

some financial means, and they were not under the threat to be thrown out of their lodgings 

or to be cut out of rations. Between 1763 and 1820, there were only four widows who 

married officers. Maybe not many officers’ widows remarried in Quebec City because they 

tended to go back to England after the death of their husband? The low number of widows 

who married officers also suggests that, unlike their counterpart of the lower classes, to 

remarry was not a necessity for them. On February 4th, 1806, Ann Johnston, daughter of 

James Johnston, esquire and former merchant of the city, became the wife of Abraham 

Paul, a captain of the Royal Artillery Regiment.128 Abraham Paul died eleven years later, 

in November, 1817, leaving behind his wife, aged 27 years old, and their three children.129 

The inventory of their house on rue Des Jardins stated that Ann Johnston had a personal 

fortune of £2223, coming from the sale of her part of Champlain Wharf to merchants of 

the city.130 Considering the goods she had also inherited from her husband, she most 

probably could have chosen to mourn the death of her husband and to remain single, at 

                                                
126 PRDH, individual index of Antoine Langlois, no. 251516 
127 Dr. Samuel Johnson made this famous eighteenth-century remark to express the hope of a second 
marriage working better than the first one. Gillis, “A triumph of Hope over experience,”47. 
128 BAnQ-Q, CE301, S61, February 4th, 1806, 7B. 
129 BAnQ-Q, CN301, S16, Fonds Cour supérieure. District judiciaire de Québec. Greffes de notaires, Jean 
Bélanger, “Inventaire après décès de Abraham Paul, capitaine d’artillerie, le 25 novembre 1817.” 
130 Ibid. 
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least for a while. However, she remarried on December 8th, 1817 at Holy Trinity. Her new 

husband was William Edward Holmes, a twenty-two years old surgeon of the city.131  

The case of Lady Anne Carleton, the wife of Lieutenant-Colonel Christopher 

Carleton of the 29th Regiment, shows another interesting alternative for wealthy widows. 

When her husband died, she decided to renounce his succession, which she thought would 

bring more expenses than profits, and directed that all of her husband’s goods be sold to 

the profit of Thomas Scott, merchant of the city and administrator of her husband’s estate. 

Lady Carleton decided neither to remarry or to enjoy the freedom that her new single state 

could provide, but decided to retire in the Ursuline Convent.132  

Conclusion 

In her Story of the British Army Wife, author Veronica Bamfield recalled a joke her 

mother, an army wife, used to say: What is a garrison town? Mothers, daughters and the 

army.133 This joke evinces the reality of Quebec City as its specific urban context favoured 

encounters between military men and local women as their daily lives were closely 

intertwined. Local women sought to take advantage of the presence of numerous eligible 

military men. There is no doubt that many of them mooned over redcoats, but why would 

a woman marry one? There is no simple answer to that question as reasons were certainly 

as numerous as there were women. The choice of a husband was influenced by a number 

of factors, including her family’s will, and practical reasons, mostly financial. For soldiers’ 

widows and daughters, vulnerability often prompted the decision to marry within the 

                                                
131 BAnQ-Q, CE301, S61, December 8th, 1817, 46B. 
132 BAnQ-Q, CN301, S284, Fonds Cour supérieure. District judiciaire de Québec. Greffes de notaires, 
Charles Voyer, “Inventaire après décès de Christophe Carleton, lieutenant-colonel des troupes de sa 
Majesté, 22 novembre 1787.”  
133 Veronica Bamfield, On the Strenght: The Story of the British Army Wife (London: Charles Knight & 
Company Limited, 1974,) 15. 
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regiment. Affection also appear to have played a significant part in the decision. Far from 

being passive actors in the choice of their husband, women of all classes sought to exert 

their own will in the decision, although they did this in different ways depending on their 

social status and the circumstances under which they chose a husband. Studying how 

women might have chosen to marry a redcoat sheds light on the significant role women 

played in building bridges between the civilian and military populations. Through 

marriage, they turned the cohabitation between the populations into a degree of mutual 

integration. They would continue to this during their married life as it will be explored in 

the next chapter. 
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Chapter 4 
Being an Army Wife 

 
“Visions of military glory all faded away – I had seen enough of the cares of a 

soldier’s wife, and I began to think I might be blessed in escaping them.”1 Anne Elinor 

Prevost wrote these words in 1832, when she was 37 years old, and convinced she would 

remain single for the rest of her life.2 She had long believed that, if she were to marry, it 

would have been to a military man. Being herself the daughter of a military officer, it 

seemed natural that she would carry on her family military tradition through marriage. 

However, now older, she had had time to reflect on all the hardships and sacrifices that 

army wives had to endure. In her teenage years, she had not fully realized what it meant to 

be an army wife, somehow blinded by her desire to bestow her heart and hand to a heroic 

soldier.3   

What were the “cares of a soldier’s wife” Anne Elinor Prevost referred to? What 

did it mean to be married to a military man in Quebec City’s garrison? The married life of 

officers’ wives and soldiers’ wives were very different from one another. Still, both groups 

were an integral part of the masculine world of the British garrison, and of the life of 

Quebec City throughout the period 1763-1820.  The chapter will first consider the physical 

space in which the married life of army wives took place. Physical environment deeply 

impacted their daily lives as wives and mothers. The chapter will then turn to the social 

and emotional lives of soldiers’ and officers’ wives. Both groups forged ties, amicable or 

hostile, with garrison members as well as with civilians. The chapter will lastly look at how 

                                                
1 LAC, MG24-A9, R9686-0-4-E, Microfilm A-1926, Sir George Prevost Fonds, Diary of Anne Elinor 
Prevost, daughter of Sir George Prevost, 150. (hereafter cited as Diary of Anne Elinor Prevost). 
2 Anne Prevost went back to England in 1815 when her father was called back. She spent a few years on 
her father’s estate of Belmont, in Hampshire before she settled in Ilfracombe, Devon. She lived there until 
her death in 1882. She never married. Ibid., 131,153. 
3 Ibid., 143. 
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women adapted to their new status of army wives. For civilian women, it did not mean a 

complete renunciation of their culture and religion. In fact, for some of these women, their 

status as an army wife proved to be only temporary as they settled in the colony after their 

husband was discharged. In those cases, marriage acted as a bridge between the military 

and civilian lives and wives played a significant part in facilitating that transition. 

The Living Environment of Officers’ Wives 

 It has been established in the previous chapter that most officers lived in houses in 

the city, many of them with their wives and children. However, not all of these homes were 

the same. The size of the house as well as the degree of comfort in which officers’ family 

lived depended on the officer’s rank and personal fortune. For example, in 1785, a colonel’s 

annual pay was £328 pounds, a lieutenant-colonel’s £237, a major’s £210, a captain’s £137, 

a lieutenant’s £63, a surgeon’s £55 and an ensign’s £55.4 Officers had the possibility of 

increasing their income by becoming part of the military staff. For example, Captain James 

F. Fulton was both captain of the 98th Regiment5 and aide-de-camp to Governor Prevost,6 

meaning he would have cumulated two salaries.7 This means that two officers of the same 

rank did not necessarily had the same wealth, and this could be reflected in their lifestyle. 

However, the rank of ensign, the lowest rank of the officers’ corps, appears to have paid 

enough to allow even some juniors officers to have servants. One notice in the Quebec 

Mercury announcing the arrival of a ship on November 2nd, 1813 reported that among the 

                                                
4 Christian Rioux, The British Garrison at Québec (Ottawa: Parks Canada, 1996,) 30. 
5 “Military Registers” in Almanach de Quebec (Quebec City: Guillaume Brown, 1812), 107. 
6 Diary of Anne Elinor Prevost, 59. 
7 Rioux, The British Garrison at Québec, 31. 
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passengers were the Ensign Oughton, of the 89th regiment, his wife and children, and his 

servant.8 

Captain Ilbert and his wife Anne came to Quebec City from England with their 

cook. Once settled in the city, Mrs. Ilbert hired a widow of an artillery soldier as a maid. 

The widow had a little girl who would play with Mrs. Ilbert’s son, the two children being 

about the same age: “our dashing Boy is delighted with his little playfellow, she is a very 

neat clean wholesome Child & her Mother a good strong hearty woman, both able & 

willing to work.”9  It appears to have been quite a common practice for soldiers’ wives to 

work as servant for officers of their husbands’ regiment.10 This means that officers and 

soldiers’ wives did not lead parallel lives, but could often live in the same domestic space 

as the widow may well have lived with the Ilbert, as most servants did.11   

 Mrs. Anne Ilbert’s journal gives great insights into what officers’ houses looked 

like as she drew an architectural plan of her house, that she mentioned was a typical 

“Canadian house.”12 Therefore, we can suppose most officers lived in a similar house than 

the Ilberts. This type of house was two storey, with well-proportioned windows and doors, 

and masonry walls with wooden floors.13  The plan of the inside of Captain and Mrs. 

Ilbert’s house shows it was rather large, with two anterooms, a drawing room, a dining 

room, two bedrooms as well as a kitchen, a butlery/pantry and a dairy.  

                                                
8 The Quebec Mercury, November 2nd, 1813. 
9 NAM, 1996-06-136, Photocopy of transcript of a journal kept by Mrs Courtenay Ilbert, wife of 2nd 
Captain Courtenay Ilbert, Royal Artillery, of their voyage across the Atlantic, 1807, 60. (hereafter cited as 
Journal kept by Mrs. Courtenay Ilbert). 
10 Myna Trustram, Women of the Regiment. Marriage and the Victorian Army (Cambridge: Cambridge 
University Press, 1984), 111. 
11 Claudette Lacelle, Les domestiques en milieu urbain canadien au XIXe siècle (Ottawa: Parks Canada, 
1987,) 59. 
12 Journal kept by Mrs. Courtenay Ilbert, 54. 
13 Norbert Schoenauer, “House”, The Canadian Encyclopedia, last edited March 4th, 2015 
https://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/house.  
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In her study of the British garrison according to Quebec City’s newspapers, 

historian Claudette Lacelle found many advertisements for the sale of officers’ household 

furniture. The examination of these advertisements revealed that most officers lived very 

comfortable material lives.14 Their household furniture very often included dining and card 

tables; side boards; sophas; carpets; silverware; china; breakfast and tea services; cutlery; 

diner service; table and drawing room lamps and feather-beds. A number of them also had 

a carriage, horses and dogs.15 The inventory of the house of Captain Abraham Paul of the 

Royal Artillery Regiment, made after his death in November, 1817, also illustrates that he 

                                                
14 Lacelle, La garnison britannique dans la ville de Québec d’après les journaux de 1764 à 1840, 16. 
15 Ibid. 

Figure 3: Drawing of the house of Captain Courtenay Ilbert and his wife 
Anne in Quebec City, 1807 

Photocopy of transcript of a journal kept by Mrs Courtenay Ilbert, wife of 2nd Captain Courtenay Ilbert, 
Royal Artillery, of their voyage across the Atlantic, 1807. National Army Museum, 1996-06-136, 54. 

Figure 4: Plan of the house of Captain Courtenay Ilbert and his wife Anne in 
Quebec City, 1807 

Photocopy of transcript of a journal kept by Mrs Courtenay Ilbert, wife of 2nd Captain Courtenay Ilbert, Royal 
Artillery, of their voyage across the Atlantic, 1807. National Army Museum, 1996-06-136, 54. 
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had a comfortable lifestyle.16 He, his wife and their three children lived in a house on rue 

Des Jardins in the Upper Town. The inventory of goods and furniture included, among 

other things, many pieces of silverware and glassware, cards tables, and a piano-forte.17  

The inventory of the home of Lieutenant-Colonel Christopher Carleton of the 29th 

regiment was particularly illuminating. After he died in 1787, his wife Lady Anne Carleton, 

requested an inventory of their house. It is very likely that other senior officers had a similar 

lifestyle. The Carleton inventory mentions saddles and stirrups; hats and coats made of fur; 

silverware, china and glassware; numerous articles of clothing; a uniform for a domestic; 

drawing tools and a significant number of sheet music for various instruments like violin, 

cello, flute and piano from the main composers of the time.18 There were also multiple 

weapons (a military gun and a gun for hunting; pistols; swords). Lieutenant-Colonel 

Carleton also had a significant collection of maps recalling the military campaigns of Great 

Britain as well as an impressive library of about 260 volumes, the majority of them in 

English, but there were some in French, German and Italian.19 Some books were on military 

subjects, which was to be expected in the library of an army officer, but there were also the 

works of John Locke, Lawrence Stern, Jean-Jacques Rousseau, Montesquieu and Voltaire 

as well as some plays from French writers (like The Marriage of Figaro) and the works of 

Machiaveli and Petrarch. Carleton’s library clearly exhibited an enlightenment corpus. In 

his study of Quebec’s first public library, founded in 1779, Michael Eamon argued that the 

                                                
16 BAnQ-Q, CN301, S16, Fonds Cour supérieure. District judiciaire de Québec. Greffes de notaires, Jean 
Bélanger, “Inventaire après décès de Abraham Paul, capitaine d’artillerie, le 25 novembre 1817.” 
17 BAnQ-Q, CN301, S284, Fonds Cour supérieure. District judiciaire de Québec. Greffes de notaires, 
Charles Voyer, “Inventaire après décès de Christophe Carleton, lieutenant-colonel des troupes de sa 
Majesté, 22 novembre 1787.”  
18 There were works of composers Jean-Baptiste Davaux, Giuseppe Maria Cambini, Joseph Haydn, George 
Frideric Handel, Christian Ernst Graaf and Johann Baptist Wendling, among others. Ibid. 
19 “Inventaire après décès de Christophe Carleton, lieutenant-colonel des troupes de sa Majesté.” 
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presence of the works of the main figures of the Enlightenment in the colony illustrates 

how the British elites of Quebec City were connected to the intellectual trends of the era.20 

It places the city within the large intellectual community of the Atlantic World. The 

inventory of the private library of Lieutenant-Colonel Carleton shows that officers 

stationed in Quebec City could be part of this intellectual community.  

 The inventory is especially interesting for two main reasons. First, it shows the 

significant material wealth of at least some British officers’ families in Quebec City. 

Secondly, it reveals the lifestyle of Lieutenant-Colonel Carleton as a gentleman. All 

officers enjoyed the background and education of gentlemen although the officers’ corps 

in the Georgian era was characterized by a high degree of social and financial diversity.21 

The goods and furniture listed in Lieutenant-Colonel Carleton’s inventory thus displayed 

his dual status of military officer and wealthy gentleman. 

Anne Carleton, like other officers’ wives also had to fulfill the ideals of a lady.  This 

included the appropriate education. Therefore, the drawing tools and instruments included 

in the inventory might testify to Anne Carleton’s education as a lady. Music, dancing, 

painting were all skills without which a Lady could not be said to be accomplished.22  

The private and public realms were inseparable in the marriage experience of 

officers’ wives. They used their house as a domestic space to exert their role as wives and 

mothers. Family and home were at the center of these women’s lives. However, their role 

                                                
20 Michael Eamon, “An Extensive Collection of Useful and Entertaining Books”: The Quebec Library and 
the Transatlantic Enlightenment in Canada,” Canadian Historical Association 23, no. 1 (2012): 23. 
21 Stephen Brumwell, Redcoats : The British Soldier and War in the Americas 1755-1763 (Cambridge: 
Cambridge University Press, 2002): 88, as quoted in Ostola, “A Very Public Presence,” 50. 
22Hannah Woolley, The Gentlewomans Companion; Or, A Guide to the Female Sex (London: A. Maxwell, 
1675,) 84; See also Verity McInnis, “Indirect Agents of Empire: Army Officers’ Wives in British India and 
the American West, 1830-1875,” Pacific Historical Review 83, no. 3 (August 2014): 378-409. 
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expanded beyond the private sphere.23 Officers’ wives were active bearers of their 

husband’s military rank.24 Therefore, their house was also a public space meant to 

showcase their social status. To do so, they had to perform duties of sociability within the 

elite group of the city.25 This often meant having to host house parties where the elite of 

the city would gather, like private dances which were very popular in Quebec City. The 

presence of a piano in the Carleton’s house suggest these parties might very well have 

taken place there as it was the fashion to dance to the pianoforte.26  

Parties taking place in houses were qualified as “private” because only chosen 

individuals could attend. However, these events carried a strong public significance. 

Women would often contribute to making the guest lists. It allowed them to nurture their 

social networks through the power of invitation, and to decide whom to include or exclude 

within a social circle.27 For example, the mistress of the commander of the Artillery at the 

beginning of the 19th century, Colonel Glasgow, had a very unfavourable reputation since 

she had lived with the colonel for several years and had given him numerous children 

before they married. Therefore, the majority of officers’ wives did not wish to be associated 

with her. They contributed to Mrs. Glasgow’s social rejection by not inviting her to their 

private parties when her husband’s social position should have made her a guest to all of 

them.28  

                                                
23Elizabeth Jane Errington, “Suitable Diversions: Women, Gentility and Entertainment in an Imperial 
Outpost,” Ontario History 102, no. 2 (Autumn 2010): 181. 
24 McInnis, “Indirect Agents of Empire,” 380. See also Anni P. Baker, “Daughters of Mars: Army Officers’ 
Wives and Military Culture on the American Frontier,” The Historian 67, no.1 (March 2005): 20-42. 
25 McInnis, “Indirect Agents of Empire,” 391. 
26 Diary of Anne Elinor Prevost, 111. 
27 Peter Ward, “Courtship and Social Space in Nineteenth-Century English Canada, ”Canadian Historical 
Review 68, no. 1 (1987): 41. 
28 Journal kept by Mrs. Courtenay Ilbert, 52. 
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Officers’ houses in the city had to allow them to hold such events. Lady Simcoe, 

the wife of Colonel Simcoe, the first lieutenant-governor of Upper-Canada, spent the 

Winter of 1791-1792 in Quebec City. She wrote in her diary how she was restricted in her 

desire to hold social gatherings due to the size of their house on St. John St. On January 

24th, 1792, Lady Simcoe wrote “I gave a dance & supper to a dozen of the Fusileers & as 

many young dancing Ladies. My rooms being small obliged me to invite so few & only 

those who danced.”29 Lady Simcoe and her husband moved to another house a few weeks 

later. The way she described their new house emphasized the features that allowed her to 

receive a large number of people. It shows how she considered her house to be a social 

space, in addition to its implied primary domestic function: “I gave a dance to forty people. 

The Prince30 was present. We have left the House we had in St. John Street & taken one 

the back rooms of which look into the Ursuline Gardens. By removing a wooden Partition 

up Stairs we have made a Room 45 feet long with a tea Room & Card Room adjoining, 

which makes a good apartment for a dance, with a supper Room below.”31 It is obvious 

that their second house suited the Simcoe’s social position much better than the first one 

they had occupied on St. John St. The latter had been the only one available when they 

arrived in Quebec City and it was meant to be temporary.  

The comfort and suitability of lodgings did not only depend on an officer’s fortune, 

but also on the lodgings available at the time of the arrival of an officer’s family in the city. 

Lady Simcoe considered her first house to be too small.32 Mrs. Ilbert was also not satisfied 

                                                
29 Elizabeth Simcoe, Mrs. Simcoe Diary (Toronto: Dundurn Press 2007), January 24th, 1792. 
30 Lady Simcoe refers to the Prince Edwardm duke of Kent, son of King George III and father to Queen 
Victoria. He was Colonel of the 7th regiment of foot and served in Quebec City from 1791 to 1793.  
W.S. MacNutt, “Edward Augustus, Duke of Kent and Strathearn,” Dictionary of Canadian Biography, 
accessed February 22nd, 2021. 
31 Simcoe, Mrs. Simcoe Diary, Friday March 2nd, 1792. 
32 Simcoe, Mrs. Simcoe Diary, January 24th, 1792. 
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with the house her husband had rented upon their arrival in Quebec City in September, 

1807. She was told it was one of the best in the city, but she thought that “like all Canadian 

houses is built on a miserable plan.”33 Despite the large size of the house, there was a 

limited number of bedrooms, which she did not think was very practical.34 However, other 

officers’ family could not even find a house in Quebec City, and therefore had to rent a 

room in one of the city’s inns in the meantime. That was the case of Captain William 

Milnes, of the 98th regiment, and of his wife, who had arrived in the city in October, 1807. 

According to Mrs. Ilbert, the Milnes were most uncomfortably situated, as they were 

obliged to remain “in a nasty little Inn or almost a Public house, with no comfort and 

scarcely accommodations.”35  

The Living Environment of Soldiers’ Wives  

 The living arrangements for soldiers’ wives too differed, at times, widely. As said 

in chapter three, a number of soldiers lived in houses in the city with their families. They 

would live in small houses, made partially or entirely of wood. Most houses in the city 

were two-storey or more, and more than one family could live in the same house. For 

example, private Daniel Brown and his wife, Marie Verret, lived at 7 Rue Saint-Denis with 

a four year old orphan under their charge.36 They lived in the house with Pierre Moisan, a 

caulker, his wife and their three children.37 To share a house with another family was 

normal at the time, and so in that aspect soldiers’ families were the same as civilian families 

of the lower classes. 

                                                
33 Journal kept by Mrs. Courtenay Ilbert, 54. 
34 Journal kept by Mrs. Courtenay Ilbert, 54. 
35 Ibid., 63. 
36 AAQ, MS42, Visite Pastorale: Haute-Ville. Cap Diamant. Banlieue du Côté de Ste-Foie. Petite Rivière et 
Canardière. 1815-16, 146 
37 Pierre Moisan’s wife was Magdeleine Croteau. Their three children were Julie (11 years old), Antoine 
(10 years old) and Basile (5 years old). Ibid. 
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To afford living in a house, some soldiers had a civilian job in addition to their 

military occupation to increase their income. In 1795, Jean Boyer, both a soldier and a 

taylor, lived on Saint Joachim St. with his family.38 François Wade, who lived with his 

wife Marie O’Brian’ was recorded as both a sergeant and tavernkeeper in a census of the 

city made in 1815.39 In her study of women in formal and informal economies in Quebec 

City in late 18th and beginning of the 19th century, Nancy Christie discussed how women 

took an active part in the city’s economic life, and, far from being constrained to the 

domestic sphere, they were very visible in the streets, shops and market place.40 She also 

highlighted the significant role that women played in their husband’s business, as they were 

very often the bookkeepers.41  We can thus suppose that the wives of soldiers Jean Boyer 

and François Wade, and others, took part in their husband’s business, thus contributing to 

the city’s economic life.  

According to a census of the city carried out by Curé Joseph Signay, priest of the 

parish Notre-Dame de Québec, in 1818, almost all privates were living in barracks.42 

Civilian women who had married private soldiers would thus have moved into military 

accommodations, which were very different from civilian lodgings. This was most 

certainly the case of the Marie Anne Guedon.43 Her family lived in the Faubourg Saint-

Jean, just outside the city walls.44 After her marriage to Robert Robertson, a soldier in the 

                                                
38 AAQ, CM1/F1,3, Dénombrements de la paroisse de Québec, 1795, 7. 
39AAQ, MS42, Visite Pastorale 1815-1816, 129. 
40 Nancy Christie, “Women in the Formal and Informal Economies of Late Eighteenth-Century Quebec, 
1763-1830,”Gender & History 29, no. 1 (April 2017): 107. 
41 Ibid., 111. 
42 AAQ, CM1/F1,7, Dénombrement de la paroisse de Québec, 1818, as quoted in Ostola, “A Very Public 
Presence,” 79. 
43 The case of Marie Anne Guedon has been presented in chapter 2. She was the daughter of Charles Marie 
Guedon, a town crier originally from Constantinople, and of Marie Louise Bernier, a Canadienne. 
44 AAQ, CM1/F1, 3, Dénombrement de la paroisse de Québec, 1792, 60.  
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24th Regiment, in February, 179045, she probably moved with her husband into the Jesuits 

Barracks, where the 24th Regiment was stationed at the time.46 The couple had a daughter 

born in November, 1790 the same year, but the marriage was short since Marie Anne died 

in 1797.47 On the record of his wife’s burial, Robertson was still identified as a soldier in 

the 24th Regiment, and we can thus suppose that the couple spent their married life in the 

Jesuit Barracks.48 

Historian John William Fortesque in his History of the British Army, described the 

living conditions in barracks as unbearable.49 Military couples would live with their 

children in the same overcrowded barrack room with the unmarried soldiers.50 The large 

rooms were all at once a dormitory, a kitchen and a living room. Women were considered 

absolutely essential to the good maintenance of the barracks. They would do the laundry, 

cook, clean the communal spaces and do sewing work. Army wives would receive a small 

pay for taking on the laundry and needlework of single soldiers and officers. Basically, 

army wives did in the regiment what they would have been doing if they had their own 

home.51 Indeed, barracks were a domestic space in which these women carried out their 

                                                
45 BAnQ-Q, CE301, S61, February 1790, 18th, 223. 
46 George Thomas Landmann, Adventures and Recollections of Colonel Landmann, late of the Corps of 
Royal Engineers (London: Colburn and Co., Publishers, 1852,) 264. 
47 PRDH, individual index of Marie Anne Guedon, no. 366006. 
48 Another civilian woman married a serjeant of the 24th regiment, and thus most probably lived in the 
Jesuit barracks.  Margaret Campbell married Thomas Myoth, serjeant in the 24th, on February 20th, 1799. 
She was the daughter of William Campbell, a taylor of the city who lived on St. Angele St. in the Upper 
town. Her mother seems to have been Canadienne since her name was Josette and the census of the city of 
1792 states that there was one Catholic parishioner living under the roof of William Campbell. Therefore, 
in addition to highlighting relationships between the civilian and the military population, this case testifies 
to Canadien/British relationships. Interestingly, Margaret’s sister, Ann, married a Canadien shoemaker of 
the city, Pierre Therrien. The Campbell children thus appear to have been raised within a family where one 
culture did not prevail over the other, but rather cohabited. PRDH, union no. 5401100 (Anne Campbell and 
Pierre Therrien); AAQ, CM1/F1, 3, Dénombrement de la paroisse de Québec, 1792, 19.  
49 Sir John William Fortescue, A History of the British Army, vol.XI, 1815-1838 (London:Macmillan, 
1923), as quoted in McKenna, “My character is Thank God above Suspicion,” 491. 
50 Ibid., 492. 
51 Trustram, Women of the Regiment. Marriage and the Victorian Army, 105. 



 116 
 

roles as wives and as mothers. They shared many of the responsibilities of their civilian 

counterparts like cooking, cleaning, sewing and childcare. However, barracks remained, 

first and foremost, under the direct control of the army. Unlike officers’ wives who lived 

in houses and had a well-defined domestic space that was their own, soldiers’ wives living 

in barracks, and even those living in shared houses, did not have that luxury. Their “private” 

married life would happen under the gaze of all the other soldiers and military families 

living in the same space. At most, they would have a curtain for intimacy.52 In her study of 

the soldiers’ wives living at Fort Wellington, Katherine McKenna quoted a contemporary 

opinion published in The Quarterly Review, a political journal, expressing the emotional 

distress of military brides who suddenly had to live in such proximity with dozens of 

soldiers, a situation that without a doubt applied to the Quebec City’s barracks: “What shall 

we say of the feelings of a newly married bride till she has become utterly hardened, while 

a dozen men, every night and every morning, are stripping and dressing in her very 

presence. Or shall we ask what the husband feels when he is forced to leave his wife alone 

in such a place.”53 Women most certainly experienced emotional challenges in living in 

such communal housings, especially as it could lead to tragic events.  

On June 25th, 1805, at the Jesuit Barracks, John Dougherty, a soldier in the 49th 

Regiment of Foot, assaulted a fellow soldier, Frederick Dillon of the same regiment, and 

threw a small chair made of wood at him. The chair did not reach its intended target, but it 

hit Margaret Kelly, the 14-month-old daughter of Bernard Kelly, sergeant in the 49th. 

                                                
52 Hew Stracham, The Reform of the British Army, 1830-1854 (Manchester: Manchester University Press, 
1984), 52. 
53 McKenna, “My character is Thank God above Suspicion,” 494. 
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Margaret languished for a few days until she died from her wound on July 3rd.54 This gives 

insights into how crowded barracks could be, and highlights the presence of children in the 

barracks.55 Many children were born in the garrison and it appears that there was a high 

mortality rate.56 The emotional hardships caused by the death of children was shared by all 

mothers, from the one married to a simple private to the governor’s wife. Anne Elinor 

Prevost recalled being traumatized by her mother’s grief after the death of her older sister 

who died from a very sudden illness. The event nearly brought her mother to her grave.57  

Although illness reached households of all social status, military barracks were 

fertile grounds for the spread of diseases considering the extremely poor sanitary 

conditions. The air in the barracks could be so foul so as to be unbearable. For example, 

there were no latrines built in neither the Jesuits or the New Barracks, until 1820.58 

Therefore, the residents of the buildings had to relieve themselves in chamber pots, the 

content of which was thrown in the street or in the courtyard of the barracks, which 

contributed to the unsanitary conditions.59 In 1796, there were numerous cases of smallpox 

in the barracks. The military surgeon expressed concerns about the situation, and soldiers’ 

                                                
54 BAnQ-Q, TL31, S1,SS1, Fonds Cour des sessions générales de la paix du district de Québec, no. 52aa, 
July 3rd, 1807.  
55 Another horrific event reveals the presence of children in military barracks, and how dangerous this 
living environment could be for them. I found the record of James, three years old, the son of Alexander 
and Mary Stuart of the 26th regiment, buried on November 14th, 1788. He died by falling in a tub of boiling 
suds, most probably used for laundry.  BAnQ-Q, CE301, S61, “Baptisms and Burials,” November 14th, 
1788, 211. 
56 Claudette Lacelle had estimated that the mortality rate of the garrison was of 37.5/1000, which is much 
higher that the mortality rate of the general population at the time, 27.1/1000. La garnison britannique 
d’après les journaux de la ville de Québec, 78. No current study exists about the children of the British 
Garrison of Quebec City, although they were a significant part of the military population. The study of the 
children of the garrison could give valuable insights into the familial lives of soldiers and, more broadly, 
about childhood in a colonial context. 
57 Diary of Anne Elinor Prevost 1. 
58 Jacques Guimont, and Mario Savard, Autour des Nouvelles Casernes (Québec: Éditions Continuité, 
2002), 18. 
59 Ibid. 
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families were immediately ordered to be inoculated or to leave the barracks.60 In 1815, a 

similar concern led to an order stating that any soldier’s wife who refused to have herself 

or her children vaccinated or who falsely reported having already had the smallpox to avoid 

vaccination had to leave the barracks and be struck off the rations.61 

Indeed, one significant aspect which made soldiers’ wives lives very distinct from 

those of their civilian counterparts was that they were subjected to the policies and 

discipline of the British army.62 Military authorities tended to banish or to cut soldiers’ 

wives off rations to punish them. The threat of withdrawal of rations was a very effective 

means of controlling the behavior of army wives.63 At the end of the Summer 1759, while 

the British army was besieging Quebec City, James Wolfe ordered all women of the 

regiments to serve as nurses under the threat of being struck off the provision roll if they 

refused to do so.64 Women of the regiment selling liquor or who failed to report they had a 

venereal disease, which officers were particularly concerned about as it could weaken the 

military corps, could face imprisonment.65 It seems that it was not common for women to 

receive corporal punishments, although not impossible. Captain John Knox, of the 43rd 

Regiment, recalled that two women were whipped through the streets of Quebec in 

November, 1759 for selling spirits contrary to orders.66 Drunkenness was extremely 

common among members of the garrison, both men and women. This weakened the troops 

                                                
60 LAC, RG8, vol.516, Garrison Orders, Québec, October 19th 1796, 139-140, as quoted in Ostola, “A 
Very Public Presence,” 259. 
61LAC, RG8, vol.1172, Adjutant General’s Office, Québec, 31st March, 1815, 163, as quoted in Ostola, 259. 
62James Dennison, “The Experiences and Contributions of Women Following the British Army During the 
Seven Years’ War” (MA Thesis, University of Windsor, 2017), 31. 
63 McKenna, “My Character is Thank God above Suspicion,”499. 
64 James Wolfe, General Wolfe’s Instructions to Young Officers (London: J. Millan, 1780), 97. 
65 Ibid., 18-19. 
66 John Knox, The Journal of Captain John Knox, vol.2 (Toronto: The Champlain Society, 1916), 218, as 
quoted in Dennison, “The Experiences and Contributions of Women Following the British Army During 
the Seven Years’ War,” 31. 
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and caused discipline problems, and so military authorities punished those selling alcohol 

or who were drunk on duty.67 The army sought to closely control the lives of soldiers’ 

wives to make sure they would not be a nuisance to the regiment. These women, just like 

the men, constantly lived under the threatening shadow of military discipline, and 

punishments were harsher than in civil society.68 Army wives lived in an environment 

where violence was always present and the slightest transgression could be punished 

corporally.69 In his memoirs, the Canadien writer Philippe Aubert de Gaspé recalled that, 

at the end of the 18th century “Few Fridays passed during which visitors of the Upper 

market in Québec were not distressed to hear cries of pain issuing from the barracks 

courtyard.”70 Women living in the barracks would have witnessed horrible scenes, and 

could themselves be the victims of acts of violence. 

Domestic violence was part of the daily lives in the barracks, although it was far 

from being exclusive to military families as it existed in households of all classes.71 In her 

study of marriages of soldiers based on the proceedings of the Old Bailey, England’s 

criminal court, Jennine Hurl-Eamon found several cases of soldiers attacking their wives, 

and underscored the violent atmosphere of military barracks in England.72 It is hard to 

determine how frequent the act of domestic violence of soldiers and officers towards their 

                                                
67 Ibid. 
68 Peter Way, “Militarizing the Atlantic World: Army Discipline, Coerced Labor, and Britain’s Commercial 
Empire,” Atlantic Studies: Global Currents 13, no. 3 (2016): 351, as quoted in Dennison, 31.  
69 Hurl-Eamon, “Insights into plebeian marriage,” 29. 
70 De Gaspé discussed briefly British military discipline, writing that “British soldiers were subjected to a 
cruel and barbaric discipline”. He said he discussed the subject with British army officers, and all agreed that 
only twenty-five or thirty “miscreants” in each regiment received the punishment of the lash.  Most of these 
men had become almost impervious to pain as a result of frequent lashings. Officers said that whenever 
possible, judges of courts-martial avoided sentencing soldiers the lash for the first time, as these men tended 
to become hardened offenders. Philippe Aubert de Gaspé, A Man of Sentiment : The Memoirs of Philippe-
Joseph Aubert de Gaspé 1786-1871, ed. Jane Brierley (Montreal: Véhicule Press, 1988), 53. 
71 Hurl-Eamon, “Insights into plebeian marriage,” 29. 
72 Hurl-Eamon, “Insights into plebeian marriage,” 28. 
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wives were in Quebec City as we know only of the women who made formal accusations.73 

For example, Angélique Breton, wife of Louis Stroupman, soldier in the 10th Royal Veteran 

Battalion, made a deposition against her husband for assault.74 Violence could lead to a 

fatal outcome for some soldier’s wives. In May 1795, Bridget Cavanagh was killed by her 

husband, Charles Cavanagh, a private in the King’s own Regiment, in the casemate75 near 

St. Louis Gate where they lived. Patrick Hamilton, a soldier in the same regiment, and 

Catherine McGinnis, wife of Barnaby McGinnis who was also private in the King’s own 

regiment, both made depositions as witnesses of the crime. They reported that Charles 

Cavanagh came back from drill between 5 and 6 o’clock in the evening, the day of the 

crime. His wife then “gave him a very foul language,” which continued for several minutes. 

The husband asked her to leave the room, but she declined and continued verbally abusing 

him. Charles Cavanagh, who was holding his bayonet, plunged it twice into the right side 

of his wife’s breast. She later died after ten minutes. Both witnesses said that they were 

sitting at a table, without interrupting their chores when the scene occurred. They only 

looked up when they saw Bridget Cavanagh fall to the ground.76 This attitude from both 

witnesses suggest that this was surely not the first time that the couple had fought and that 

such domestic scenes were frequent in the barracks. Judicial archives of the district of 

Quebec City contains other cases of soldiers’ wives who died from their husbands blows, 

like Mary Holmes, who was stabbed by her husband, John Holmes of the 89th Regiment, 

                                                
73 It was not possible to look at court archives for the district of Quebec considering the current restricted 
access to archives. However, from the few cases I was able to access, we can suppose that scenes of 
domestic violence were frequent in military barracks. This aspect of women’s experiences of marriage in 
the garrison definitely deserves more attention in the future.  
74 BAnQ-Q TL31,S1,SS1, no. 11236, September 15th, 1814.  
75 A casemate was a fortified place inside fortifications walls and sometimes used to lodge troops.  
76 BAnQ-Q, TL31, S26,SS1, no. 47, May 11th, 1795.  
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with a bayonet.77  Sarah Craig, the nine year old daughter of James and Rachel Craig of 

the Newfoundland Regiment, recalled her father beating her mother on the head with a 

small bag containing some dollars and over the face, hands and arms with a leather strap. 

Rachel Craig was thereafter confined to her bed and died a few days after.78 She was buried 

on September 4th, 1808 with her 8-month-old daughter, who had also died from blows 

given by James Craig.79 

Both contemporaries and historians presented military unions as the archetype of 

dysfunctional lower-class conjugality.80 However, as in other social groups, there were 

happy and ill unions. It is sometimes possible to get a glimpse at the affection among those 

of the labouring classes through the writings of people from the wealthier classes. For 

example, Mrs. Ilbert recalled in her journal the great distress of Mrs. Burns and her 

husband, a corporal, when her name was not drawn to accompany her husband’s regiment 

to Canada. Fortunately, Mrs. Burns managed to buy her place on the ship. Mrs. Ilbert 

wished them well as they appear the “most affectionate couple.”81 In her study of plebian 

marriages of both sailors and soldiers, Jennine Hurl-Eamon found evidence of bonds of 

love between soldiers and their wives that rivaled the affection of their upper and middle-

class counterparts. There were cases of soldiers who were court martialed for desertion for 

leaving to visit their wives or who faced court for assaulting a man who tried to attack their 

wife.82  

                                                
77 BAnQ-Q, TL31, S26,SS1, no. 4, July 6th, 1813. 
78 BAnQ-Q, TL31, S26,SS1, no. 52c, September 3rd, 1808. 
79 BAnQ-Q, CE301, S61, September 4th, 1808, 58B. 
80 Hurl-Eamon, “Insights into plebeian marriage,” 33. 
81 Journal kept by Mrs. Courtenay Ilbert, 21. 
82 Hurl-Eamon, “Insights into plebeian marriage,”25-26. 
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Life in barracks undoubtedly created a distinctive dynamic unique to the military 

population. It was a domestic place, but at the same time very public considering that it 

was a space shared with numerous garrison members and under the direct control of the 

army. This particular living environment certainly created ties between soldiers’ wives, 

and this cohesion existed between army wives of all social status. 

Ties between Army Wives 

In 1807, a few weeks after her arrival in Quebec City, Mrs. Ilbert learned that a 

certain Captain Milnes and his wife were living in a little inn because there was no house 

available in the city when they arrived, she invited them to spend time with her family.83 

This gesture towards the Milnes reveals a bond of solidarity, and maybe friendship, existing 

between many wives of the Quebec City garrison. They knew the hardship of having to 

leave their family to follow their husband on duty, and having to adapt to a new living 

environment. Officers’ wives who were already settled in Quebec City played a crucial 

role in welcoming the newcomers and facilitating their integration into the garrison. When 

Captain and Mrs. Ilbert reached Quebec City on September 21st, 1807, they were met on 

shore by an old friend of Captain Ilbert, Captain John By.84 The two of them had met at the 

Royal Military Academy at Woolwich, the training ground of the artillery and engineer 

officers. Captain and Mrs. By brought the Ilberts back to their house so they could rest for 

a few days before taking possession of their house.85  

                                                
83 Journal kept by Mrs. Courtenay Ilbert, 54. 
84 Ibid., 52. John By arrived in Canada in 1802. While in Quebec City, he worked with Jean-Baptiste 
Duberger on a scale model of Quebec City, which still exists today. By is mostly known for being the 
engineer in charge of the construction of the Rideau Canal linking the Ottawa River and the Lake Ontario, 
between 1826 and 1832. Robert F. Legget, “John By,” Dictionary of Canadian Biography, accessed April 
22nd, 2021. 
85 Ibid., 53. 
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Mrs. By appears to have played a significant part in helping Mrs. Ilbert to not feel 

too lonely upon her arrival in a new place. Captain Ilbert often had military obligations and 

social engagements with fellow officers of the garrison which he could not attend with his 

wife. In these occasions, Mrs. By and Mrs. Ilbert would meet, thus sparing the latter the 

hardship of having to spend evenings alone.86  When Anne Prevost arrived in Quebec City 

in September, 1811, she quickly became friends with Miss Baynes, the daughter of the 

Colonel Edward Baynes, the adjutant-general and commander of the Glengarry Light 

Infantry Fencibles.87 The Baynes had lived in Quebec City for a few years as Colonel 

Baynes had been part of the staff of Governor Henry Craig, who held office until 1811 

when he was replaced by Prevost.88 Miss Baynes was thus familiar with the upper social 

circles of Quebec City. She introduced Anne Prevost to other young ladies of the garrison, 

like Miss Robinson, the daughter of the commissary general, and they attended together 

many social events of the city.89 The friendship of Miss Baynes undoubtedly helped Ann 

Prevost to adapt and feel at home in Quebec City. Other women of the garrison surely 

played a role in integrating newcomers into their social circle.  

Soldiers’ wives would have also provided support to the newcomers in the garrison 

and forged strong bonds with each other, working alongside each other all day and sharing 

the same lodgings. They most certainly acted as nurses and midwives for one another.90 

They would often become the godmothers of other wives’ children.91 This reflected the 

                                                
86 Ibid., 54. 
87 John Grodzinski, “Edward Baynes,” Canadian Encyclopedia, last edited December 16th, 2013, 
https://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/fr/article/edward-baynes. 
88 Ibid. 
89 Diary of Anne Prevost, 56. 
90 Peter H. Wilson, “German Women and War, 1500-1800,” War in History 3, no. 2 (1996), 154. 
91For example, Mary Home and Mary Prichard, both wives in the 52nd regiment, became godmothers to Jane 
Bradley, the daughter of Elisabeth and John Bradley, soldier in the same regiment, on June 12th, 1771. BAnQ-
Q, CE301, S61, “Baptisms and Burials,” June 12th, 1771, 28. Officers’ wives also became godmothers to 
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special friendships that could exists between women of the regiments, and they would 

certainly care for each other as well as for each other’s children. A wife of the 26th 

Regiment, who made a deposition upon the death of Johanna Carson, widow of a soldier 

of the 24th, apparently took care of Johanna Carson’s children while the latter was very 

intoxicated with liquor and arguing violently with another soldier of the 26th Regiment.92 

As were the relationships between husbands and wives, there was a whole spectrum of 

relationships between women of the garrison. Therefore, examples of soldiers’ wives 

caring for each other needs to be put alongside cases of hostility. Anne Nicker, wife of 

Daniel Nicker, a bombardier in the Royal Artillery Regiment, made a deposition against 

Elizabeth Hallowell, the wife of a soldier of the same regiment who Anne stated had 

threatened her with a knife.93 Another one, Eleanor Jane Harrison, also belonging to the 

Artillery, accused Catherine Middleton of the same regiment of having assaulted her.94 

These examples reveals how the close proximity in which soldiers’ wives lived could lead 

to either friendship or, in these cases, animosity. 

Both officers and soldiers’ wives went through similar emotional hardships. They 

endured separation from their own families, and feared for their husbands’ safety when 

they were on campaign.95  This created cohesion among army wives. When saying that she 

had seen enough of the cares of soldiers’ wives to feel blessed not to be one, Anne Elinor 

Prevost was referring to the suffering and anxiety caused by separation and knowledge of 

                                                
children of the garrison. On January 27th, 1775, Jacinta Hasked, an officer wife of the 7th regiment, became 
godmother to Catherine Humphrey, daughter of Catherine and Owen Humphrey, captain in the 7th regiment, 
BAnQ-Q, CE301, S61, “Baptisms and Burials,” January 27th, 1775, 73. 
92 BAnQ-Q, TL31, S26,SS1, Fonds Cour des sessions générales de la paix du district de Québec,  no. 50, 
February 21st, 1800. 
93BAnQ-Q, TL31,S1,SS1, no. 42196, September 7th, 1819. 
94BAnQ-Q, TL31,S1,SS1, nos. 72232 and 72231, August 12th, 1817. 
95Jennine, Hurl-Eamon, Marriage and the British Army in the Long Eighteenth Century: “The Girl I left 
Behind Me” (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2014,) 10.  
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the danger military men were confronted to.96 Anne remembered very well her parents 

rushing into each other’s arms after being apart for four years.97 In these times of war, when 

facing separation or fear of death, social status lost meaning as officers’ wives shared the 

same anxieties as soldiers’ wives.  Although the material lives of these two groups of 

women were very different, their emotional lives bore similarities.98  

Ties with the civilian population 

Both officers and soldiers’ wives, would forge ties with civilians who they lived in 

such proximity, and they had an impact on the larger urban community. Oscar Pelletier, an 

officer of the Canadian army, considered that the fact military families of Quebec City 

were living in barracks during the 18th and the 19th century had isolated them from the 

social life of Quebec City.99 Certainly, soldiers’ wives did have a very distinct existence 

from that of civilian women since they were subjected to the culture and policies of the 

British army. There is also no doubt that they had their own social circles within members 

of the garrison. But at the same time, soldiers’ wives forged and nurtured strong ties with 

the local civilian population. Most army wives were part of the transient population of the 

city, in opposition to the civilian population, as they would often stay only a few years 

before their husband’s regiment was sent elsewhere. During their time in the city, they 

contributed to the city’s social dynamic through their relationships with civilians. Signs of 

these relationships can be found in the baptism records. Army’ wives were sometimes the 

godmothers of the children of civilians and the opposite was also true. On August 13th, 
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1790, Christiana Lyon, a wife of a Royal Artillery soldier, became the godmother of the 

daughter of Marie Madeleine Huet and of Edward Conway, a blacksmith of the city.100 The 

godmother of the son of William Market, private of the 44th Regiment, and of Lucy Ann 

Kelse, was Sally Johnston, a local black woman.101   

Lawrence Ostola found instances of soldiers implicated in conflicts with civilians, 

which represents a more problematic dimension of the garrison presence in the city.102 

Soldiers’ wives were also involved in some of these conflicts. For example, Louis-Claude 

Gauvreau, a tanner, accused the wife of a soldier of insulting and hitting his apprentice.103 

Barbara Johnston, a hawker of the city, complained that Esther Hamilton, the wife of a 

soldier of the 26th Regiment, had traded and travelled from house to house in the city of 

Quebec without a licence.104 These incidents, in taking place in the public sphere, had a 

direct impact on urban disorder, and contributed in making the garrison a very public 

presence in the city.105  

The garrison was also a very public presence as its members, including army wives, 

actively contributed to the dynamism and livelihood of the city’s life. The hardship of 

having to leave friends and family behind to go to another location, made many members 

of the garrison longing for home. To counter that feeling, officers and their families sought 

to recreate in Quebec City a dynamic upper-class society resembling that of Great 

Britain.106 Every year, the birthday of the King was celebrated with a ball and an 

illumination. So too were British military victories. For example, two splendid dinners and 

                                                
100 BAnQ-Q, CE301, S61, “Baptisms and Burials,” August 13th, 1790, 232. 
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105 Ostola, “A Very Public Presence,” 8. 
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balls were given after the British victory at Trafalgar in 1805.107 British officers and their 

families also adapted their social activities to the Canadian climate and organized outdoors 

activities to enjoy the wilderness of Canada. There were numerous picnics parties, which 

were as frequent in the Winter as in the Summer. Officers and their families also hosted 

many concerts and plays. Expeditions to the Montmorency and the Chaudières Falls, in the 

vicinity of the city, were particularly popular.108 On March 16th, 1813, in a letter to her 

cousin Charles Sandys, Alicia Cockburn described the beauty of the Canadian nature and 

how she took a walk on the frozen St. Lawrence River using snow shoes.109  

Officers’ wives hosted private parties in their house to showcase their social status, 

and turned their house into a public space, as the example of Lady Simcoe has shown. 

These parties also allowed them to be British cultural bearers in the colony as they sought 

to emulate the lifestyle of polite British society. Anne Prevost thus said that her mother 

would hold two parties per week, and that they were very much like those happening in 

Bath or in London.110 Lady Simcoe recalled that “There are more amusements & gaiety 

here than a winter in Bath affords & that you would not expect in so remote a Country.”111 

The officer Frederic Tolfrey, stationed in Quebec City at the beginning of the 19th century, 

underlined the active part women played in hosting these events when writing “I shall never 

cease to remember the hospitality and kindness evinced towards the dancing Philanders 

                                                
107 Lacelle, La garnison britannique dans la ville de Québec d’après les journaux de 1764 à 1840, 59. 
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(quorum pars minima fui112) by the lady patronesses of our delightful and sociable quadrille 

parties.”113  

It was largely the women’s responsibility to make sure that parties reached social 

expectations and attendees were suitably entertained.114 These parties brought together 

members of the garrison as well as civilians from both the Canadienne and the British 

populations. Some officers’ wives spoke French when they were with French families, 

which pleased the latter very much.115 One of Anne Prevost’ usual dance partner was Pierre 

Boucher de Boucherville, a member of the Canadian nobility, and aide-de-camp to the 

Governor Prevost. She also forged close ties with other members of the Canadien elite 

during her time in Quebec, ties that went beyond the common courtesy that would be 

expected in social events. One of Anne’s best friend was Miss Bruyères the French 

Canadian and Catholic daughter of Colonel Ralph Henry Bruyères,116 commander of the 

Royal Engineers, and she said that the Bruyères were amongst her most intimate 

acquaintances. In organizing and attending these social events, officers’ wives nurtured ties 

with families of the city’s elite and thus actively contributed to the mutual integration 

between the civilian and military populations. 

Relationships between British and Canadien ladies can also be found in their 

involvement in the charity La Société Compatissante des Dames de Québec, établie pour 
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le soulagement de pauvres Femmes mariées, en couche founded in 1820 under the 

patronage of the honorable Countess Dalhousie, the wife of the Governor.117 These ladies, 

worked closely together to provide food and clothes to the poorer people of the city. In the 

1820s and 1830s, many upper-class women increasingly sought to reform colonial society 

morally, religiously and socially.118 There was thus an emergence of benevolent and 

religious organizations during the first half of the 19th century. Through their favourable 

social position, elite women considered it was their duty, as Christians, to bring aid to the 

those who were less fortunate than themselves.119 Among these women, there were many 

officers’ wives and daughters like Mrs. Vancortland, wife of Philippe Vancortlandt, deputy 

barrack master general of the Canadas, and the wife and daughters of Elias Walker 

Dunford, commander of the Royal Engineers.120   

Although many benevolent organizations belonged to a specific Christian 

denomination, others meant to be interdenominational. This was the case of the Lady 

Benevolent Society founded in 1846, in Hamilton that was then a Protestant city. The 

arrival of a substantial Irish Roman Catholic population in 1847, forced the benevolent 

ladies to adapt to this new social reality.121  The charity La Société Compatissante des 

Dames de Québec clearly meant to reflect the social reality of Quebec City. The regulations 

stated that there were to be twelve directors, six Canadiennes ladies and six British 

                                                
117 Société Compatissante des Dames de Québec, Rapport de la Société Compatissante des Dames de 
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ladies.122  According to regulations, beneficiaries were to be recommended by one lady 

director of the charity, by a Catholic priest or a Protestant minister.123 This charity is a 

concrete example of how two cultures could work and live together, and shows a way in 

which officers’ wives contributed to this cohabitation. This was also evident on a personal 

level, as the mixed marriages between Catholic Canadiennes and Protestant British 

military men show.  

Marriage: A Bridge between military and civilian lives 

Almost all Canadiennes who married British soldiers between 1763 and 1820 did 

so according to the rites of the Church of England. However, it is important to mention that 

marrying a Protestant during a Protestant ceremony did not mean that the Catholic spouse 

had converted. Indeed, as shown by historian Karine Pépin in her study of mixed marriages 

of the Canadien nobility, spouses tended to remain faithful to their own religion and 

conversions were the exceptions.124 This also appears to apply to Canadiennes army wives. 

However, it is hard to know to what extent these wives remained faithful to their religion, 

since it was not possible to track them all. One reason could be that some of them left the 

colony to follow their military husband. However, faithfulness of at least some to their 

religion is well illustrated when couples, who lived together their whole lives, were buried 

in different cemeteries.125  For example, Angélique Trudel, who married soldier Duncan 

Campbell on December 17th, 1772, in the Anglican Church, had a Catholic burial whereas 

her husband was buried in the cemetery of St. Andrews Presbyterian Church.126  
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It was possible to identify 21 mixed-couples who married according to the rite of 

the Church of England, but had their children baptized in the Catholic Church. English 

civil law stated that the father had an absolute right to decide on the religious upbringing 

of his children, while the Catholic Church insisted that children of mixed-marriages had to 

be raised as Catholic, no matter if it was the mother or the father who was Catholic.127 

Therefore, the decision to have the children baptized Catholic could have been induced by 

the position of the Church on the matter. In his study on the German mercenaries in Canada, 

historian Jean-Pierre Wilhemy suggested that the limited number of Protestant worship 

places at the time, which were found in cities not in rural parishes, might also be part of 

the explanation.128 All of the 10 children of William Venner, a private in the 10th Royal 

Veteran Battalion, and of Ursule Bouton were baptized in the Catholic church.129 Marie-

Joseph Couillard Dupré and Michael Gillway, a soldier in the 10th Royal Veteran 

Battalion, married at Holy Trinity on March 18th, 1811.130 The couple settled on the south 

shore of Québec City, at Pointe-de-Lévy, and all of their children were baptized in the 

Catholic Church.131  

Some mixed-couples also made a different choice and had their children baptized 

in the Anglican Church. Karine Pépin noticed that mixed-couples of the nobility married 

by a Protestant minister made diverse choices in the religious upbringing of their children. 

                                                
PRDH, individual index of Duncan Campbell no.366691 
Another case is that of Marianne Pouliot and Henry Baacke, a driver in the employment of the Royal 
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Law,” New Hibernia Review 18, no. 2 (Summer 2014): 65. 
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She highlighted the case of Marie-Charles-Josèphe Lemoine de Longueil and David-

Alexander Grant, captain in the 84th Regiment, who had decided that their oldest son would 

be raised Protestant while the younger children would be brought up Catholic.132 There are 

other examples. The daughter of John Goldsmith Wade, captain in the Royal Engineers 

Regiments, and Marie Louise Conefroy, a French-Canadian Catholic, was welcomed in the 

Church of England on January 9th, 1780.133 The child of Frederick Brehm Holland, 

lieutenant in the 46th Regiment, and of Marguerite Laurent, was baptized at Notre-Dame-

de-Québec.134 Interestingly, the religious upbringing of children in mixed couples 

belonging to the upper social groups of the city varied depending on the couple while there 

seems to have been a much clearer tendency for British soldiers and their French Catholic 

spouses to raise their children Catholic, even if they were married according to the 

Anglican rites.  These mixed-couples, through the baptism of their children, reflect what 

Donald Fyson called a mutual-adaptation between the two dominant cultures in Quebec 

City post-Conquest.135 The term “mutual” is especially significant as it implies that neither 

spouse completely cut ties with their own culture, but rather that they sought to make them 

cohabit, but surely not without difficulties.  

A significant number of military couples settled in Quebec City or in the 

neighbouring parishes, many of them after the husband was discharged from the army.  The 

question remains if some soldiers married because they wanted to settle in the colony or if 

they settled in the colony because they had married a Canadienne. Nonetheless, in both 
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cases, marriage was a bridge between the military and the civilian spheres.136 It would be 

a mistake to believe that, when marrying a soldier, women completely cut ties with their 

civilian lives. On the contrary they most certainly maintained their relationships with 

family members and civilian friends. On that matter, the case of the Griffard sisters is 

particularly interesting. Marie Anne Griffard married Samuel Payne, private in the 10th 

Royal Veteran Batallion on February 15th, 1813.137 Her sister Louise married one year later 

a soldier of the same regiment, Hugh Hogg and both Marie Anne and her husband were 

witnesses at the ceremony.138 The two couples then shared a house in Quebec City, on Rue 

Fleuri, while Samuel Payne and Hugh Hogg were still soldiers.139 All four of them moved 

to Saint-André (Kamouraska) a small parish on the Côte-du-Sud around the year 1816, 

where they settled as labourers.140 In those cases, marriage allowed Payne and Hogg to 

move forward from their military life to successfully make a transition to civilian life. Their 

wives were key actors in that transition as they were born in the colony. The decision to 

settle in the colony reflect a mutual integration between the spouses. The Griffard sisters 

were integrated into the military institution through their marriage when they became army 

wives, and then, upon the decision to settle in the colony, their husbands were integrated 

into a new family and into the civilian society. 

There are multiple cases that illustrate the significant part played by army wives in 

facilitating their husbands transition to civilian life. While being a driver in the Royal 

Engineer’s regiment, Henry Baack married Marianne Pouliot, a Canadienne, in January 

                                                
136 John A. Ruddiman, Becoming Men of Some Consequence: Youth and Military Service in the 
Revolutionary War (Charlottesville: University of Virginia Press, 2014,) 109. 
137 BAnQ-Q, CE301, S61, February 15th, 1813, 15A. 
138 BAnQ-Q, CE301, S61, February 7th, 1814, 12A. 
139 AAQ, Visite pastorale: Haute-Ville. Cap Diamant. Banlieu du Côté de Ste-Foie. Petite Rivière et 
Canardière, 1815, MS42, 81. 
140 PRDH, individual index of Marie Anne Griffard, no.2306800 and of Louise Griffard, no.2311798. 



 134 
 

1787.141 The couple had one daughter born in July 1787, which means that the marriage 

probably happened to avoid a birth out of wedlock. They lived together until Marianne’s 

death in 1790.142 Baack remarried one year later to Madeleine Rouillard and by that time, 

the couple lived in the lower town, where Buck worked as a day worker.143 The case of 

Duncan Campbell, soldier in the 8th Regiment, and Angelique Trudel has already been 

mentioned but deserved more attention. After the death of his wife in 1795,144 Campbell 

remarried a year later to another Canadienne, Louise Bornais. The marriage ended the year 

after with Campbell’s death. At his burial, he was identified as an innkeeper.145 The report 

of the general visit of the parish Notre-Dame-de-Québec of 1792 recorded a Duncan 

Campbell working as an innkeeper on St. Nicholas St. in the lower city.146 The official 

records stated that there was one Protestant and one Catholic living at this address; it was 

most likely the couple Campbell-Trudel. 

William Croft, corporal in the 10th Royal Veteran Battalion, married Anne Dubé, 

originally from the parish of La Rivière-Ouelle on the south shore of the St. Lawrence 

River, on October 28th, 1811.147 The couple married at Holy Trinity but settled back in 

Anne’s home parish and had 11 children.148 After leaving the army, Croft worked as an 

innkeeper.149 The case of Anne Dubé is particularly interesting when read alongside the 

case of her sister Isabelle Dubé, introduced in the previous chapter. The latter became a 

widow only 6 days after her first marriage to Silas Lacy, soldier in the 49th Regiment, and 
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married two other times, both times to soldiers. The Dubé sisters show how diverse were 

the lifepaths of these women who decided to marry a British soldier. 

In all of these cases, marriage appears as a clear bridge between the military and 

population society. It is the soldiers, and not their wives, who had to be integrated into a 

new way of life, with neighbours of a different religion and language than theirs. However, 

through their marriage and their work, they appear to have been at ease living among the 

Canadien population, at least enough, in the cases of Baack and Campbell, to choose 

another Canadienne wife rather than a British one when time came to remarry.  

Conclusion  

The married lives of army wives had very distinct features from their civilian 

counterparts. They did not only marry a man, but the whole military institution. This meant 

that they were immersed into the culture of the British army and were subjected to its 

policies. Officers and soldiers’ wives would all carry their role as wives and mothers within 

their domestic space, which was much more private for those living in houses than for 

those living in communal housing in military barracks. There is no doubt that women of 

the garrison had their own social circles and that their shared emotional experiences 

contributed to forging strong bonds between them. However, in addition to their 

relationships with other army wives, they would also nurture ties with civilians. Local 

women who had married into the garrison did not cut ties with their civilian relations. On 

the contrary marriage appears as a clear bridge between the military and the civilian spheres 

of the city, even more so when the couple decided to settle in the colony. Army wives 

impacted the very existence of garrison life and that of the city at large, thus making a 

significant contribution to mutual integration between the French Canadian/British and 

military/civilian cultures in Quebec City.  
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Conclusion 
 

 Quebec City was a major garrison town of the British army throughout the whole 

British regime of the colony. From 1763, when the colony officially became British, to 

1820,1 there were thousands of British soldiers and officers stationed in the city. Previous 

study of the British garrison of Quebec City overlooked that many women, for better or for 

worse, married a redcoat. Army wives, although a minority of the military population, 

deeply impacted the life of the garrison and that of the city at large. The examination of 

their experiences of marriage provides a fuller account of the military population of Quebec 

City, and contributes to better understand what it meant to marry a redcoat in a colonial 

context. 

Marriage in the British garrison of Quebec City was not simply a matter of a union 

between two individuals. In the specific colonial context of Quebec City, military, religious 

and political factors played out on the number of marriages happening each year in the 

garrison. Military and religious authorities both sought to control marriages: military 

authorities to prevent disorder in the ranks, and religious authorities out of fear mixed 

marriages would create disorder in the local population. Mixed marriages did happen, 

however, and looking at them reveals that there was a degree of integration between the 

military and civil populations through marriage, as the evolution of the number of mixed 

marriages over the years shows. The army adapted to the particular colonial context of 

Quebec City since regulations on the marriage of soldiers were severely bent, and more 

junior officers than senior officers married in the colony. Marriages in the garrison 

                                                
1 The presence of the British army in the city ultimately continued until 1871, when the last British troops 
departed. 
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mirrored the religious, military and political context of the city as well as the diversity of 

the civilian and military populations.  

 The women who married men of the British garrison of Quebec City between 1763-

1820 were a very diverse group, both socially and culturally. One first divide can be made 

between Canadiennes Catholic women and British Protestant women. However, both 

cultures carried multiple nuances, especially as intercultural unions became more 

numerous in the latter decades of the period 1763-1820. The atypical cultural background 

of some women also contributed to this diversity.  

 The fact that there was one bride from Malta and one from Grenada is very 

significant since it puts Quebec in its imperial and Atlantic context. It shows in a concrete 

way how the city, and more specifically the population of the garrison, was part of a global 

movement of people going from one part of the empire to another. This makes the garrison 

a paradox. The garrison was distinct from the civilian population as it had its own hierarchy 

and way of life and owed allegiance to British military authorities. British was clearly the 

dominant culture of the women who married men of the garrison, and the latter had its own 

culture of marriage as members of the garrison had a strong tendency to intermarry. This 

study has shown that many soldiers’ daughters and widows married men of the garrison, 

thus making the army a somehow “self-perpetuating2” entity.  And yet, at the same time, 

the garrison reflected the diversity of the city’s population and, more broadly, of the 

empire. The profiles of army wives shake the idea of the British army being a monolithic 
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Hacker, “Women and Military Institutions in Early Modern Europe: A Reconnaissance,” Signs 6, no. 4 
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institution, by bringing in new social and cultural elements, which mostly came from the 

interactions with the civilian population.  

 The specific urban context of Quebec City favoured encounters between military 

men and local women as their daily lives were closely intertwined. There is no doubt that 

many local women sought to take advantage of the presence of numerous eligible military 

men in the city. However, there is no simple answer to the question “why would a woman 

marry a redcoat?” as reasons were certainly as numerous as there were women. There were 

social and familial expectations as well as sentiments and practical reasons and to consider. 

Pragmatism appears to have played a significant part in the marriage of soldiers’ widows 

and daughters, as they were a vulnerable portion of the military population.  

In many cases, affection appears to have played a significant part in the decision to 

marry a redcoat. First hand-accounts, especially those of Mrs. Anne Ilbert and Anne Elinor 

Prevost, testify to the mutual affection between military spouses. In the cases of women 

who married soldiers, we can also speculate there were sentiments involved as marrying a 

private defied rational reason considering the ill reputation of soldiers and the instability 

of their lifestyle. Studying how women might have chosen to marry a redcoat sheds light 

on the significant role women played in building bridges between the civilian and military 

populations. Through marriage, they turned the cohabitation between the populations into 

a degree of mutual integration.  

The married lives of army wives had very distinct features from their civilian 

counterparts; they were immersed into the culture of the British army and were subjected 

to its policies. However, the married life of officers and soldiers’ wives differed widely. 

Officers’ wives would carry their role as wives and mothers within their own domestic 

space, while most soldiers’ wives lived in communal housing in military barracks and made 
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essential contributions to the garrison, especially as they were in charge of domestic chores. 

There is no doubt that women of the garrison had their own social circles and that their 

shared emotional experiences contributed to forging strong ties between them. However, 

they also nurtured ties with civilians. Marriage appears as a clear bridge between the 

military and the civilian spheres of the city, even more so when the couple decided to settle 

in the colony. Canadiennes who married British military men made a significant 

contribution to the mutual integration between the Canadien/British and military/civilian 

cultures in Quebec City. It forces us to rethink the dominant binary of British versus 

Canadiens in the years following the Conquest, as Donald Fyson suggested.3   

This study has focused on the specific case of the British garrison of Quebec City 

to look at the experiences of marriage for the women who married a redcoat. It raises 

questions about the marriages of the military men stationed in Montreal or in rural areas; 

how did they differ or compare to those in Quebec City, and what can they tell us about 

military/civilian interactions in other contexts? Looking at the marriages in rural areas 

would be particularly interesting as the military population was much sparser than in 

Quebec City, and the British population was not as numerous as in urban areas. To examine 

military marriages in these other places would provide a fuller account of the British army 

marriages in the North American colonial context.  

Marrying a redcoat meant living in a dominantly masculine world and living 

according to military orders, which often meant going from one garrison to another. 

However, no matter their number or how long they stayed in the city, these army wives 

                                                
3 Donald Fyson, “The Conquered and the Conqueror: The Mutual Adaptation of the Canadiens and British 
in Québec, 1759-1775,” in Revisiting 1759: The Conquest of Canada in Historical Perspective, ed.Philip 
Buckner and John G. Reid (Toronto, University of Toronto Press, 2012), 193. 
 



 140 
 

contributed to shaping Quebec City’s social dynamic throughout the British regime. 

Considering the impact they had on military and urban life, efforts must be made to ensure 

these women no longer remain nameless. 
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