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A N

ENQUIRY
Into the PRESENT STATE of our

Domestick Affairs, 8jV:

WHEN we reflect on the late Change
of Affairs, when we coniider the

Condition they were in, and the

Situation in which we now fee

them j when we remember the noble Zeal, the

fteady Attendance, and the indefatigable Dili-

gence ofthofe worthy Perfons by whomthefe
great things were brought about ; and efpecially

when one calls to mind the prudent Circum-
fpection of the Parliament, the great Con-
defcenfion of his Majefty, and the happy Co-
alition of the Beft Men of all Parties ; it is na-

tural to expect that Complaints mould ceafe

with their Caufes,and that a general Satisfaction

mould fpread itfelfamong the People, who are

at prclent as happy as the Circumltances of

B Europe
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Europe will allow, and have the faireft Pro-

fpect of being fpeedily freed from thofe Incon-

veniences, which nothing but their apparent

Necefllty obliges them to fuffer. This I fay

it would be reafonable to expect, and this

would have unavoidably come to pals, if the

reftlefs Temper of fome difappointed Men did

not excite them to ufe their utmoft Endea-
vours to difturb the Quiet of their Country,

and by infinuating their own private Prejudices

as the Breathings of publick Spirit, feek to

raife a new Ferment ; which may poilibly be

attended with political Struggle?, dangerous

alike to ourfelves and to our Neighbours.

In fuch Circum fiances it becomes every

Man who has the lead: Concern for the pub-
lick Good, who defnes to fee himfelf and his

Fellow-Subjects at eafe, and would be glad to

bury in Oblivion pall: Miflakes, that we may
not lofe the favourable Opportunity of im-

proving prefent Advantages, to fpeak his Mind
freely, to declare his Senfe of the State Things

are now in, and to vindicate the Characters of

fuch as have been moil ungratefully attacked

for preferring the Intereif of their Country

to that Pleailire, which refults from the Tri-

umph of a prevailing Party over fuch as they

have long oppofed. If ever there was a Seafon

when a private Man had a right to canvals

publick Affairs, and to enquire into the Con-

duct of thofe who rule, or who affect to rule

us, the prefent is furely that Conjuncture. We
have



( 3 )

have been long in great Confufion, and the

Bufinefs of the Nation has fuffer'd feverely

from the fierce Struggles of Party ; we are now
within fight of the Port, and it certainly be-

hoves all honeft and fenfible Men to beftir

themfelves in fuch a manner, as may defeat

the Defigns of thofe, who becaufe they have

not been able to feize the Helm of the Com-
monwealth, would again force us out to Sea.

There is without doubt a ftrong Appearance

of Arrogance in an obfeure Perfon's pretending

to venture on the Examination of the Meafures

of a Miniftry, which it is impomble he mould
perfectly underftand, or have any proper Lights

into the Motives from which they ariie, or

the Confequences that may be expected from
them ; but if I am not much miftaken, there

is nothing that can be called affuming in the

taking to pieces fuch Difcourfes, as private

Men have thrown out to prevent our Divifions

from being healed, and to throw the Nation

again into Debates. We may not, till Time
has (hewn the Juftice or Injuftice of their

Purfuits, be able to judge whether fuch as have

had the Direction of our Affairs have deferved

the Truft repofed in them ; but we may eaiily

difcern, whether the Reafons ofTer'd to induce

us to cabal againft them, and to diftre/s them
in the Management of that Power which is

committed to them by our Conftitution, are

weighty enough to free us from the Imputa-
B 2 tion
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tion of Faction, which is the heaviefr. that

can fall on any part of a free People.

It is juftly obferved, that when a Man deals

much in general Expreilions, he does it with

a View to cover fomething which his Intereir.

obliges him to conceal j and to this, in a great

meafurej I attribute that pompous Flow of

Words, which fo eminently diftinguiih fome
late Pieces, where, if we are not captivated by
Sound, the Senfe will never perfuade us. But

as I have no Views of this fort, I write my
own Sentiments plainly, and having no Direc-

tion from the Great, no defire to make my
Court to them, I mail freely and fairly ftate

what I oppofe, and what I recommend, and
fhall then exhibit the Grounds which have led

me to believe that fome Propoiitions may be

dangerous, and that others mud be falutary

for this Nation. In doing this, I (hall avoid

all perfonal Reflection, for I thank God I am
at enmity with no Man j and, as far as I can,

all perfonal Panegyrick, the too free Applica-

tion of which I take to have been one of the

Caufes of our late Misfortunes, (inceithada

natural Tendency to turn People's Meads, and

to incline them to value themfelves on their

own Importance, rather than on the Service

they did their Country, which however is the

only Tide to Praife that any Man {frail I

wi h me.

We have lately heard itafferted, that though

the Adr. i fcr ion be changed, the Caufes of

afiuon rsn aii , and great pains have been

takea
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taken to talk the People of England into an

Opinion of their being bound to be as jealous

of the preient Miniitxy, who have done no-

thing that can be tortured into an Offence, as

of £ny other ; and it lias been held forth as

true and efTenrial Patriotifm, to diflike and op-

pofe fuch as but the other day were efteemed

the bed: Patriots in the Kingdom. This is the

Doctrine that I think unreaibnable, unjnil,

and absolutely inexpedient for us to embrace

as a free People, as a People on whom the

Eyes of all Europe are turned at prefent ; be-

caufe their Liberty depends as Strongly on our

Conduct, as our own. On the Other hand,

the Principle I efpoufe is this, That all the Par-

ties into which we are fakl to be divided, have,

fo far as they refpect Publick Good, juft grounds

to be fatisfied with the Cond .ict of thofe at the

Helm, that they ought to be grateful to them

for what is pall, (liould think themfelves bound

in Duty and Intereft to fupport them for the

future, or at leaft mould deteft the Thoughts

of diureiling them, as it would be returning

Evil for Good, and fetting a bad Precedent to

fucceeding Times, in which few will ven-

ture to ferve their Country rather than th°m-

felves, if they are lure to iee their Diiin-

tereftednefs repaid by exceilivc Abuie.

In treating thefe Subjects, I ihall nrft exa-

mine what has been offered on the other fide ;

for as moil of their Managers pretend to ex-

traordinary bkill in the Art of political Alterca-

tion,
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tion, and frequently profeis themfelves confi-

dent that their Caufe is fo perfectly right that it

is impofiible for any Man who attends to what

they fay to have any doubts about it ; if I there-

fore can (hew that mod of their Arguments
are Sophifms, that they often affert FaKhoods,

and frequently fall into palpable Abfurdities, I

toll then carry my Point effectually : for I

cannot believe that when the Foundation is

taken away, the Superftructure can hang in

the Air j or that the People to whom they

addrefs themfelves, will be governed in Matters

of fuch Importance by a Torrent of warm Lan-

guage, and that Flow of Declamation which

has lately grown into fafhion with our fine

Speakers. An Opposition that is juftiflable

mud be built upon Facts, notWords ; and Men
are to be governed in their Conduct: towards

their Superiors by Evidence rather than Sufpi-

cion ; ii nee if we wait for an unfufpected as

well as gniltlefs Miniriry, before we refolve to

be quiet, there is nothing plainer than that our

Dilputes will fubfift as long as we are a People.

The firft Contradiction of which I ihail

take notice, is that which runs through the

whole, and is indeed the Foundation of the

prefent Difpute. It is this, that fometimes the

late Oppoiition is treated as a Coalition of Par-

ties, and then a Man's reforting to his former

Principles is treated as a Breach of Honour and

a Crime. At others, this Coalition is abfolutely

ditavow'd ; it is acknowledged that Whigs and

3
Tories
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Tories acted together fo far, and fo far only, as

their Views coincided j and upon this Principle

the Tories are juftified in their Conduct on the

Motion ; nay, they are commended for it, as

(hewing by that Meafure bow ridiculous a Fi-

gure their Confederates ivould ?nake if left to

themfelves. But it is plain, that if there had

been any fuch Coalition, it muft have been by

the coming over of the Tories to Whig Prin-

ciples j for upon thefe the late Oppofition was

built, as the Whigs always afferted, and as the

Tories themfelves confeffed in the very Bulinels

of the Motion. So that taking the Thing in this

light, no Imputation can be fixed on fuch, as

though they were concerned in the late Oppo-
fition, have lately taken Places, and with a

Change of Circumftances have made a proper

Change in Conduct, which was the End they

purfued. But then again, if there was no fuch

Coalition, if Gentlemen on both fides went as

far as they could together, then neither are to

be blamed for leaving the .other where their

Roads parted ; and if the Tories wrere in the

right, in fhewing the old Whigs how ridicu-

lous a Figure they made, when left to them-
felves, I cannot underfiand why the Whigs
fhould be thought in the wrong for uniting a-

gain, and leaving the high Tories to ?nake as

ridiculous a Figure in their turn.

But how jull and conclusive focver this

Reafoning may be, I am thoroughly perfuaded

that many Gentlemen acted in the late Oppo-
fition
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fition without any refpect to Party Principles

at all, but from a pure D:fign to purfue, as

far as they were able, the Good of their Coun-
try, and to fix the prefent EfLblifhment on

the firmeft Balis, If in fuch a Purfuit they

found a great Body of Men re.idy to concur

wich them, from Motives different from their

own, there was no reafon that they mould
either defpife or decline their Affiftance j nor

in all our political Difputes, is there any In-

ftance of fuch a Conduct. So that to blame

thefe Gentlemen for a thing reafonable in it-

felf, and juftilied by frequent Practice, is a

harm and groundlefs Cenfure. But to purfue

this Matter a little farther : If thefe Gentle-

men had perfifted in the pretended Coalition,

.and had refolved never to part from thofe with

whom they once went along, the Confequence

muft have been deferting their own Principles,

and efpoufing an oppofite Party for the fake

of an accidental Junction againit thofe whom
they left, for no other Reafon, but becaufe

they preferred the Publick Good to the Views

of that Party whofe Opinions they otherwife

eiteemed. For is it not notorious, that the

Tories have been in an uniform Courfeof Op-
position for upwards of the fourth Part of a

Century, and have conftantly thought all Mi-
nifhies in the wrong, fince the Acceffion of

the prefent Royal Family to the Throne ? How
then could Whigs, or how could Gentlemen,

who, from a dimiterefled Refpect to the Pub-
lick
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lick Service had detached themfelves from all

Parties, go on with thefe Men to the end,

without embracing their Notions, and forfak-

ing their own ? Or upon what juftifiable

grounds they could have done this, I mould
be glad if one of thefe great Wits would mew
us. There is Senfe, there is Juftice, there is

Honefty, in concurring with Men who vifibly

aim at a laudable End, tho' they may not do

it upon laudable Motives ; but when the End
they feem to aim at may be eafily gained, and

thefe People flop fhort, or are for turning back,

there can be no good Caufe affigned why o-

ther Folks mould prefer their Humour to their

own Principles and the Interefr. of the Publick

;

and this is the very cafe here, as appears from

the wifefr. Men on both fides having concur-

red in taking the fame itep, and leaving others

to take their own way.

The fame People, with the like or rather

greater Impropriety, reprefent to us a certain

great Affembly in very different lights. Some-

times they are furious Enemies to all Depen-

dance there, and would have us believe that

the Nation can never be free, if any Man who
fits there has the leail Influence upon another.

When they are in this humour, they eftimate

every Man's Honefty by the Warmth he ex-

prefles for this Notion, and hx their Judgment
as to the Rectitude or Iniquity of Laws by the

Tendency they have to iupport or to deftroy

this Freedom of thinking, lpeaking, and vot-

C ing
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ing in a certain place. Yet all of a fudden,

when the contrary Scheme fuits their purpofe

better, Gendemen are arraigned for not in-

fluencing that Aifembly. A Right Honourable,

and now a Noble Perfon, is treated with very

free Language, for not dictating to his Equals

in that fort of Style that would have faked

fome People's Puipofes. He fpoke formerly to

pleafe them, but now they would have us be-

lieve he fpoke to pleafe himfelf. Let us at-

tentively confider this Inconfiftency. if every

Man is free to fpeak his Sentiments, why do

thefe new-fafhioncd Patriots blame Gentlemen
for making ufe of this Freedom ? But thefe

Gentlemen fay they have changed their Sen-

timents : Be it fo, even this is a Mark of that

Freedom which has been contended for as a

thing effential to a Britijh Reprefentative ;

and your finding fault with it is a plain Proof

that it is Conformity to your own Notions,

and not really Independency or Freedom of

Opinion properly fo called, for which you are

fo zealous. You think a Man free, fo long

as he thinks as you do ; but the Moment he

follows his own Reafon, and thereby mews
his Freedom, you fet up a clamour againfl

him, as if he had committed fome mighty

Crime. Again, if his Difcourfe perfuades

thofe who hear him, you complain of his go-

verning that Aifembly, charge him with lead-

ing and influencing them ; and immediately

after, wken you confider the thing in another

light,
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light, you condemn him as eagerly, for not

fpeaking in another tone, and applying the

Force of his Eloquence, to further your Fa-

vourite Purpofes. Thus hurried away by your

own Prejudices, you forget the very Maxims
upon which you pretend to act, and in the

Heat of your Refentment tear a Man's Charac-

ter to pieces, while at the fame time you
make fuch Conceflions as fhew that he is the

very Man you ought to applaud ; for furely

the true Patriot is he, who without RefpecT:

either to Favour from above, or Cenfure from
below, purines what his Reafon teaches him
to be right, and acb fteadily for the Service of

his Country, though it mould expofe him to

his Countrymen's Diflike.

I know it may be faid, I know it has been

faid, that the Cafe is otherwife in fact, that

in the laft Sefiions one Set of Men were £0-

verned by this Body, and another by that

;

but I mult confefs, I look upon this to be both

a wicked and a weak Infinuation. If Men
had been fo entirely governed by Jntercft, or

were fo eafy to be wrought on by Intrigue, I

cannot conceive how iuch great Alterations

were brought about, or how fuch a M ••ltiplicity

of Divisions could happen, as afterwards took

place. But if it was lb, if there was really

any fuch kind of Influence, then thofe who
are now in Power, havetaJ 3 moil efFec- '

tual Method to break it. Had they crufhed

one Party purely to raile another, they had
C 2 chang'd
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chang'd the Kind of Influence indeed ; but

the thing had been ttill the fame, Men are

not made free by going from one Matter to

another, but by being left Matters of them-
felves, which is the cafe here. The prefent

Miniftry are fo properly poifed, that the Na-
tion has all things to expect from their con-

curring in right Meafures, and very little to

fear from their fupporting each other in wrong.

AnotherAbfurdity into which thefe Cenfurers

of other Men's Conduct frequently run, is their

fuppofing that all who entered into the late

Oppofition were Root and Branch Men, that

is to fay, determined to ttick at nothing which
might deftroy the late Adminiftration, and to

be content with nothing lefs than their total

Destruction. Upon this Supposition they fre-

quently argue, and to fay the truth, upon any

other Suppofition, they could bring no Charge

at all againft fuch as are in Power at prefent.

Yet this is mere Invention, a Story which they

have fo often told, that I mutt confefs I am
of opinion, that many of them believe it.

But furely neither the Affertion, nor the Belief

of a Fact can ettablifh the Truth of it. Ma-
ny of the Gentlemen who have lately taken

Places, declared frequently that they oppofed

Meafures and not Men, which was a Declara-

tion very proper for Patriots to make, fince

an obftinate Refolution to periccute Men in

Power without any refpect to their Meafures,

is a thing the farthefi in the World from Pa-

triotifm.
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triotifm. Several of thcie Gentlemen did more,

they actually concurred in fuch Mea lures as

they thought right, though taken by Men
from whom in their Sentiments of publick

Affairs they moflly differed. There is there-

fore no colour of Reafon for afcribing tneir

late Conduct to any other Motives, than thofe

which regulated their former Condi, ct. It

was their Principle to oppofe what they thought

Wrong, and to concur with what they thought

Right j if therefore they laid hold of a fa-

vourable Opportunity for fetting all things

right, and for fecuring them from ever going

wrong, in what have they done amifs ? How
have they deferted their Principles ? What
Grounds have they given for bringing my
Charge agaiiift them ?

I have been the more careful in dating

thefe political Contradictions, becaufe the can-

did Confederation of them will go a great

way in fetting People's Notions right, and in

difpelling thofe Clouds which fome Folks have

taken fo much pains to raiie, in order to ob-

fcure their Neighbours Underftandings. Po-
pular Prejudices are eafily excited, and as ea-

iily kept -live ; a malicious Insinuation is with
great Facility convey 'd into vulgar Minds, and
the natural Suspicion which the Bulk of a free

Nation are but too apt to entertain of the In-

tentions of thofe who rule them, may be

heightned by a little Management into a ri-

veted Averlion ; but it is a irhcult thing

to
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to extirpate thefe Notions by overturning the

Prejudices on which they are grounded ; and

this therefore muit be my excufe to the Rea-
der for having dwelt fo long upon thefe Points,

which are however perfectly within the Com-
pafs of his Appreheniion, and therefore it is

impoffible for me to deceive him, unlefs he

inclines to deceive himfelf. I fubmit all I have

faid to a fair Enquiry, let him compare it

with what has been faid by others, let him
weigh the Facts that are admitted on both

fides, and let him then decide as the Nature of

the Evidence, and his own good Senfe directs.

But let him remember that it is his duty to

make ufe of thefe Precautions, and not to

bring in his Verdict: againft the Governours of

his Country according to his own Whim, or

in Compliance with the Whims of other

Men.
But to enter a little into particulars. Some

People affect to lay great Strefs on the* Con-
duct of certain Gentlemen with refpect to the

Wejiminjlcr Election, and on the Behaviour

of a Noble Perfon in particular. That Matter

is pretty generally known, and moll: of the

Circumftances relating to it have fallen un-

der the Cognizance of all who have given

themfeives the trouble to examine thoroughly

into late Tranfactions. By all that I could

ever learn, that Bufinefs was carried on with

Pleat oil one fide, as well as Violence on the

other. At the time it was carrying on, thole

who
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who are now fud to have been too cool in

the Profecution of it, were afferted to have

little Hand in it 5 and this I believe to be

true. Yet in the way of publick Juflice, and

where the Rights of the Electors could be

legally afTerted, thofe who are now fo much
blamed, took their Share, and by fo doing

brought it to that Decifion, which has been

fo much boafted of by fome who could have

done little without fuch Affiftance. There is

a mighty Difference between profecuting an

Affair with all the Heat of Party-Vigour, and

efpoufing it out of a true Concern for publick

Juftice ; and therefore we need not wonder if

fuch as confider'd it only in this light, did

not go all the Lengths that fuch Men expect-

ed, as view'd it in the other, and were per-

haps interefted in the event. It is a Point al-

low'd to have been manag'd with great Dili-

gence and Dexterity on both fides ; and I be-

lieve all who are thoroughly acquainted with

the Decifion it met with, will admit that

thofe who have been lately fuggefted to have

cool'd unfeafonably in that Affair, were in rea-

lity the very Perfons who brought it to an

Iffie. They acted therein as they acted in all

things, with Decency and Circumfpection,

they manifefted a jult Zeal for Freedom in

Elections, for the Cenfure of undue Influence,

and for the inflicting fuch Punifhments as

were proper to render it a fit Precedent for

fucceeding Times > and furely for this they

deferved
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Refpect and Praife, or at leall: ought to have

efcaped Cenfare even from fuch as were for

going further, fince by their Abilities and Cha-

racters, they, were enabled to go fo far.

If in fome complicated Points which arofe

in the Examination of that Affair, and which

were of fo delicate a Nature, that the Pub-
lic was in equal Danger from haity fteps on

either Side, they fhew'd much Tendernefs,

and became Advocates for Moderation ; this

only {hews that they were Matters of them-

felves, and not hurried away by their Paffions

;

happy will it be for this Nation, if in all fu-

ture Cafes of a like Nature, fuch prudent Men
are found, who inftead of pulhing Matters to

Extremity, and thereby fetting one part of the

Government againft the other, are content to

remove a prefent Evil without making way
for another, which may have worfe Effects.

It is an eafy matter to gratify our Refentments,

but a very laudable, though a very difficult

thing, to reftrain the Gratification of them for

the lake of Confequences which may prove

prejudicial to the Publick: And this is all I

{hall fay on a Subject, on which 1 am forry I

have been obliged to fpeak at all.

,
The Bufinefs of Elections is another Topick

of Cenfure, and another Inilance of the Dif-

ficulty a Man lies under, who undertakes to

fet things thefe People have embarralTed in a

proper Light. Without do ibt there cannot

be a Subject more unlit for publick Debate

2
than
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than this 5 thofe who are acquainted with the.

Hiitory of our Conftitution, know very well

what ftrugglcs there have been as to the Right

of judging of Elections, how many plaufible

things have been faid on both fides, and what

ftrong Objections have been raifed from the

paiTionate Conduct of Parties in this Affair,

where certainly, if it were poffible to exclude

it, Party ought to have nothing to do. But

thefe are Niceties never thought of by warm
Writers, who are for leaping over all things

to carry a prefent Point, though perhaps to

any decerning Perfon the carrying this very

Point, appears detrimental to their Intereft,

The Delire of Victory, the Pleat of Prejudice,

the Thirftof trampling on all Opposition, hur-

ries fome Men on, and excites in them an in-

diftinguiihing Averfion to all who are not as

hecdlels and halty as themfelves. If this were

not the Cafe, furely nothing had ever been

faid or infinuated about the Steps taken in

the laft Seflions, as to Elections, but we mud
take things as we find them ; and finceagreat

deal has been faid, it is neceffary that fome

Anfwer inould be given.

It is certain that the Grounds on which the

Houfe of Commons claim the Decifion of all

Difputes on this Head, is the fecuring the

Freedom of Elections, and preserving the

Rights of the People, on which the Freedom,

and indeed the very Being of that Houfe, de-

pends. Hence it appears that the judging in

D Elections
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Elections Is a Truft of the higheft Nature, ancj

the fuperiour Prerogative of that Houfe. It

likewiie appears, that they are bound to execute

it with the ftricleft Regard to the People's

Privileges, and with a View to nothing but di-

itinguidiing in controverted Elections which is

their Choice. If ever thefe Rules are at all

infringed, it is a high Violation not only of

the Laws and Cuiloms of Parliament, by
which in their Judicature they are certainly

bound ; but intrenches alfo very deeply on the

Rights of their ConfKtuents, and muft have

the moft immediate Tendency to the Deltruc-

tion of our excellent Conftitution. This being

the Cafe, we may be fure every true Patriot,

every real Lover of his Country, every fincere

Friend* to the Conftitution muft have a great

Concern for whatever relates to this Matter,

and muft have very ftrong Apprehenfions if

he fees the Ieaft Grounds to fufpedt that any

Decifions relating to it are governed by other

Motives than thofe of ftrict and impartial Ju-
stice. Such, I fay, muft be the Situation of

Men, who, when they Ipeak warmly for the

Rights and Liberties of the People, mean what
they fay, and make a Confcience of what they

profefs; and therefore we need not wonder if

fuch Men are very tender, and extremely cir-

cumfpect as to Proceedings of this Nature, even

where the Biafs might be in their favour, and

a prefent Advantage might arife by digreffing

from thefe ftricl Rules. I fay we cannot won-
der
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dcr at this, becaufe when they act thus> they

act conformable to their Principles.

But now let us fee how thefe People have

fet the Matter forth. They reprcfcnt the Bufi-

nefs of Election as a mere Struggle of Parties,

an Affair managed with great Art and Addrefs

on both fides, and go fo far as to point out

thole Errors in Conduct, which, according to

their Senfe of the Matter, loft the late Admi-
ninration their Power in this refpect. They tell

us, and without any great Mark of Refent-

ment, the Maxim was, 710 Quarter in Elec-

tions ; nay, they feem to infinuate that this

Maxim fhould have been adopted, and that

when the Oppofition prevailed, they fhould

have fhewn as little Mercy as they received.

Good God, what a Scene is this to expofe to

the People ! If there be any Truth in it, what
muit they think, what can they hope, what
have they not to fear ? If there be none, how
daring the AfTertion ? But fince we profefs to

argue on their own Principles, let us fuppofe

what I hope never was or will be true, that

things are as they ftate them. Let us next

fee what it is on which they ground their

Complaint ; why truly they would have us

believe that fuch Gentlemen were grievcufiy

faulty, as gave a Check to their Career in de-

ciding Elections, when in the Opinion of thefe

People, the Current was on their Side. Aftrange

Charge this,of which it is as dangerous to mew
the Innocence of thofe who are. accufed, as ic

D 2 would
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would be out of refpect to the Honour of

Parliament, to decline faying any thing more
on lb invidious a Topick. However, let us

dare all things for the fake of Truth, and that

we may open the Eyes of the People.

If matters were really come to fuch a pals,

if things of fuch high Concern to the People

of Britain, were io far declined from their

original Inftitution, then certainly the righteft

Step that true Patriots could take, was to gain

fuch a Paufe,asthat Party-fury might have time

to fubfide, and Gentlemen might have leifure

to grow cool before they came again to act as

Judges. We know by Experience that the

beft, the wifeit, the moll: virtuous and he-

roick Actions may be attributed thro' Spleen

and Envy to finifter Motives ; but when the

Publick receives the Benefit of fuch tranfeen-

dent Acts of Generality and Goodnefs, it is

furely a Point of Gratitude to do fo much
Juftice to their Authors, as to own the Up-
rightnefs of their Intentions, and not endeavour

to cancel a Benefit which can fcarce ever be

requited, by pretending to doubt with what

Defign it was done. On the Face of the

thing, as they themfelves have been at pains to

fet it out, this was the faireft, indeed it was

the only Method by which this Evil could

be ftopp'd : for if the fame Violence had been

miftaken for Merit in one Party, which is

juftly imputed as the highefl: Iniquity to ano-

ther, the Nation had been delivered up for

ever
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ever to Faction, and all Hopes of recovering

our Conflitution had been totally loft. 1 beg

pardon for the Heat, with which I have ex-

prelTed myfelf ; but I fpeak like a private Man,
who have no hopes but from the Well-being

of my Country, and had rather live all my
Days in Obfcurity while we remain free, than

rile by the recommending the Schemes of any

Party which would facrifice the Publick Good
to the Deiire of being uppermofl.

As I do not pretend to be at all in the Secrets

of either fide, ib I conlider only at prefent

the Nature of the Charges brought again ft the

new Mi?iiftry y
as they are ftated by the Advo-

cates for a new Oppo/ition, and the Probability

there is of their having any Truth in them.

Many Conclufions are drawn from the Confent

given by certain Gentlemen to an Adjournment

or two ; and yet I think there has been no-

thing offer'd on that head, which can afford

any Grounds of Difpleaiure to the Britijh

Nation. The Parliament had then fat a con-

siderable time, the Affairs of the Publick were

at a kind of Crifis, the Profpect was equally

dark at home and abroad, we were on the

point of falling into Confufion here, and Things
were in no fmall diforder there ; France leem-

ed fecure of carrying her Point every where,

and nothing was wanting to convert this feem-

ing- into a real Security, but the breaking

out of any Disturbance here. I mean by Di-

sturbances fuch fanguine Difputes about our

dome/tick
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clomeftick Concerns, as might entirely have

taken up the Thoughts of our National Coun-

cil, and have put it out of the Power of the

Miniitiy, whoever they were, to pay fuch an

Attention to foreign Affairs as the State they

were then in required. Things being thus cir-

cumfmnced, I would gladly know, what Mea-
fure could be more proper for true Patriots to

take, than that which put a prefent ffop to

our domeftick Feuds, and thereby afforded

time to find out and apply the properefl

means for putting an abfolute and final end to

them. Such a Courfe as this muft naturally

give diftafte to Party-Men, who diilike all

moderate Meafures, and are for carrying every

thing by dint of Vote, in order to render them-

felves of more Importance. That the Conduct

of thele Gentlemen therefore ihould expofe

them to the Rage and Refentment of the high

Tories, and all their Abettors, is not at all

lfrange, but ought rather to be efteemed cer-

tain and natural j the only Wonder is, how
thefe Men can be weak enough to fancy they

are able to infufe their PafTions into the Bulk

of the People, and bring them to believe, that

thofe who prevented France from gaining per-

haps the iingle Point that flood between her

and univerfal Monarchy were Enemies to Brir
tain. This, I fay, is the Wonder ; and a Won-
der it would be, if they mould carry their

Point ; the Cardinal might then again relume

his Schemes, foment frefh Quarrels here, angl

I thereby
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thereby diffolve that Confederacy, which feems

to be forming to effect what the laft would

have done, if the Friends of the new Oppo-
sition had not found a way to break it. This is

a fair, this is a true Account of thofe Adjourn-

ments ; to them we owe the Harmony of

fucceedin2r Councils, and to. thefe their well-

concerted Meafures which have fhewn the

Falmood of thofe Reorefentations that made
our Cafe defperate, and have in fo lhort a Space

railed Great Britain to her proper Station, and

once more put the Balance of Power into her

hands.

In order to be convinced, that what I have

offered is Truth and not Invention, or an

artful Apology contrived to colour the Actions

of any Set of People, let us confider what the

confequences would have been of a contrary

Behaviour. If upon the firif Turn of Affairs

an Impeachment had followed, and a general

and thorough Change, as thefe People would

have had it, the Nation muff neceffarily have

fuffered, and it muff have been a long time,

a very long time before our Affairs could have

been put into any tolerable Order. The Im-
peachment muff have been grounded upon an

Enquiry, and that Enquiry could not have

been the Work of a Day ; yet, while it fub-

iifted, the Government would have been at a

full (tand, and very little refpect paid to the

Orders of thofe, who, perhaps, before thofe

Orders came to hand, might have been in the

State



( 24 )

State of Criminals. All this was avoided by a

prudent Change, which fecured the Bufinefs of

the Nation from any Stop, while theie Affairs

were put into a proper Train of Examination.

But then, fay they, what if this Enquiry might

have been fpared, what if an Impeachment
had been grounded on what appeared to the

Houfe from their own Journals, and was confi-

dent with the Knowledge of the Members
themfelves ? To which I anfwer, That even in

the Ferment things were then in, fuch an Im-
peachment could hardly be obtained ; fince we
can fcarce imagine that the high Tories, who
left the old Whigs to make a moft ridiculous

Figure by deferting them on the Motion,

would on the very fame Evidence which they

then rejected, have voted an Impeachment

;

and if they had, this muft have been fupport-

ed by legal Evidence ; the Votes of their own
Houfe and the Knowledge, that is, the Opi-

nion of their own Members, would not have

fatisfied fuch as were to have been the Judges

on that Impeachment. So that after all there

muft have been a Committee to have pre-

pared Evidence, which would have been e-

quivalent to a Committee of Enquiry, and pro-

duced the very fame Effects.

Now, while all this had been doing, and

Motions every day making to examine into

State-Papers, and to bring the moft fecret Cor-

refpondencies into the hands of all the World,

I would be glad to know how any Negotia-

tions



tions could have been carried on, what Weight
our Minifters could have had abroad, or how
the mighty tilings could have been brought

about, which have fo much changed the Face

of Affairs for the better. The Parliament

might indeed have fhewn a Readinefs to aflift

her Hungarian Majefty, the King and the Na-
tion might have earneftly defired to carry this

into execution ; but if Matters of fuch Length
and of fuch Importance as an Impeachment, or

feveral Impeachments, had occupied the

Thoughts of the Senate, it would have been

no eaiy matter to have found time for taking

a proper care of any thing elfe. Reafon makes
this probable, and if we confult Experience,

we may be fatisfied that it muft have been fo,

even on a Suppofition that all things had gone

fmoothlv in this Road, and the Impeachments
met with the fame Complailance above and

below. The Jraz<:/>Miniiters would have had
all this time to themfelves, and how well they

might have employed it in the North, in Italy
y

Germany, and Holland, we may eafily guefs.

Thus it is put in the power of every Man of

common Senfe to judge, which of thefe Plans

was bed, which the mod expedient for the

Service of this Nation and the common Safety

of'Europe, the Facts are fuch as cannot be dis-

puted, the Conferences every Man mud fee

would naturally have followed ; and therefore

if he has regard to Evidence, he cannot be at

a lois to decide upon this Qucftion.

E If
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If it mould be enquired, why in fo plain a

cafe as I make it, there fliould be fo many dif-

fatisfied, the Anfvver will not be hard to find.

There were Numbers difappointed in their

Hopes, Numbers check'd in the Career of

their Refentment, and Numbers forced to alter

their Views, which entirely refpected fuch

a Scene of Confufion. No wonder therefore if

thefe People were angry ; and being angry what
wonder if they clamoured. Such as had joined

the Oppoiition, in hopes of Places, and thought

themfelves fbre of feizing them, might well

be vexed ; fuch as had devoted Men they ha-

ted to Deftrn&ion, might be out of humour,

when they law this was not to be effected by

mere Will and Pleafure j fuch as had projected

to themfelves an Eftabliihment in the new
World that was to emerge out of this Chaos,

might be not a little difpleafed at feeing part

of the old Form remain. But what is all this

to the Nation, what to the grand End of the

Oppofition, that we mould be better governed,

and not that we fliould change our Governors ?

Is it poflible to believe, that all things would

have been fet right, merely by turning out at

once fuch as were in ? Or if this was not the

propercft or the moil expeditious way, are

fuch Gentlemen to be blamed as fought for

and made choice of a better ? Thefe Thingso
fpeak themfelves ; and in order to be fatished

how far the Conduct purfued was right, or that

recommended by the new Patriots lit to have

been
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been purfned, we have nothing to do but to

reflect which deferved the Preference, the Con-
cerns of the Nation, or the Views of a Party -,

for in ipite of Speeches, Papers, Pamphlets, and

all the Artillery of factious Men, this is the

true Queftion, this is the (ingle Queftion, and

on the Decifion of this Queftion the whole
Controverfy depends.

But, fay the new Patriots, the Conduct of

the Gentlemen you defend, may be better ac-

counted for another way. Upon the Adjourn-

ment they had a profpect of becoming Mini-

fters themfelves, and this gave a new turn to

their Thoughts and Actions. But let us con-

lider by whom this is faid ; does it not come
from the Angry and the Difappointed, from
thofe who own they had Views on Places them-
felves, and make no Secret of their being dil-

gufted by the giving thofe Places to any but

themfelves ? Is not this fingle Reflection a fuf-

ficient Anfwer to the Objection r Did ever any

wife Man take the Character of another from

his profefTed Enemy, or do they imagine that

the Nation is as much piqued at their Difap-

pointments as themfelves ? There muff, have

been fome Minifters, the old ones were to go

out, and cither theie Gentlemen or the new
Patriots were to come in ; but if the very Pro-

fpect of coming in is fufficient to give a new turn

to Men's Thoughts and Actions, what Security

has the Nation that the new Patriots would

have efcaped the Infe&ion ? According to their

E 2 Account
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Account of the Matter, all Minifters are alike ;

the Faults it feems are in the Places, rather

than in the Men : fo that if this Information

is allowed any weight, it will have too much
for operating one way as ftrongly as it docs ihe

other •, it will fuggeit the only Point of Secu-

rity to be the having no Minifters at all, which
is an Abfurdity ; and therefore though the Re-
flection may at nrff glance feem to have fome

appearance of Wit, yet upon a thorough En-
quiry it is plain that it has no Foundation in

Reafon, hut is precifely what one might ex-

pect from the Warmth of theie People's Indig-

nation, and ought therefore to be taken not as a

Mark of their Penetration, but of their Paflion.

If we enter into theMerirs of the Caufe, and

endeavour to difcover whether the Thoughts

of coming into Power did or did not affect the

Minds of thefe Gentlemen and prevail on them
to change their Sentiments, the fairefr. way is

to coniider how they would have acted, fup-

pofing they had kept their Integrity and intend-

ed to have fhewn themlelves as much Patriots

when vefted with Authority, as when contend-

ing the Effects of it. In this cafe, their nrfl

Care mull: have been the fettling lbme fort of

Miniftry that the Affairs of Government might

go on in their proper Channel, and that Fo-

reigners feeing the fteadinefs of onr Conduct in

this refpect, might form proper Ideas of it, and

be fatisned that things were not to tall into

confufion. This then they did, and the Per-

fons
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fons made choice of, were Men as eminent for

their Integrity and their Intereft in their Coun-
try, as any in the Kingdom ; and as to the

Objections which have been raifed againft them,

(as againft whom would there not have been

Objections rais'd ?) they only amount to this,

that they are not Perfons properly qualified to

head or lead Parties 5 which confidered in a

national Senfe, is perhaps the greateft Com-
mendation that could have been given them.

In the next, place it became them to cool thofe

Heats, and compofe thofe Differences which

difturbed the great AfTembly, that ought al-

ways to be the Object of the People's higher!

Veneration, in order to bring it to fuch a

Temper, as might fuit the prefent critical Con-
juncture, and the many important Affairs of

all forts that were to come before them. This

too they did with extraordinary Diligence and

happily for us, happily for all Europe, with

as extraordinary Succefs. Laftly, it was re-

quilite to fhew that their late Oppofition was

not owing to groundlefs Fancies, or perfonal

Prejudices j to enter upon fuch an Enquiry, as

might bring the true State of our domeftick

Affairs to light, and by laying open the Wound
facilitate the Cure. This too they have

done, and tho' the new Patriots feem of all

others to be the leait pleas'd with the IfTue it

has had, which, considering their own Cla-

mour and Conduct, is not a little unaccounta-

ble, yet thus much even they muff allow, that

how-
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however other people may be, the prefent Mi-
niltry are ffrongly affected by it, they have

expoied the dangerous Effects of Influence, and

by expofmg have diLvow'd it, they have {hewn
the wrong Steps of others in a very clear

light, and therefore in thefe at leaft they mull
take care to go right themfelves; they have

fhewn the Nation the Neceffity of reforming,

and have thereby ju (fined their Expectations

of a thorough Reformation. Hence I think it

clear that the Profpect, and even the Poffef-

fion of miniftcrial Power, has not at all chang'd

them, but that as far as the Nature and Cir-

cumflances of things would admit, they have

fhewn as high a Spirit of Patriotifm, fince

they were at the Helm, as when they oppofed

thofe who fate there. If they have not ac-

complifhed all, or the greateft part of what

was hoped for from them, it does not appear to

be at all their Faults, and we may run a great

hazard of never feeing thofe things accom-

plished, if we Ihould prove deficient either in

Gratitude or Patience.

If I fhould continue to run through all the

idle Stories that have been invented, and all the

malicious Reflections that have been made on

the Conduct of fuch as are lately come into

Power, I might be rather apprehennve of

tiring than hopeful of convincing my Readers

;

for, as the Proverb is often verified, that a Fool

may afk more Queftions than a wife man can

anfwer -, fo nothing is more certain, than that

a
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j§ peevifh Politician may ilart more Objections

in an Hour, than an honeft Man can iblvc in

a Week, though at the Bottom there may be

very little in any of them. Having therefore

accounted for fuch fteps, as have been moft

ftrongly mifreprefented, and which make the

greateft Impreflion on the Minds of well-

meaning People j I come now to the fecond

Part of my Tafk, and that is, to let the Beha-

viour of thefe Gentlemen in its true Light, to

fliew the People of England the grounds upon
which they have acted

v
the ltate into which

they have brought publick Affairs, and the

Probability there is of their making us a great

and happy Nation, if we will but allow them
to proceed on a proper Plan, and not force them
into the Road of Parties, which was lb long

troublefome, and at lafl fatal to their Prede-

cefTors.

In the firft place I lay it down as a thing

certain, that a true Statefman and worthy Mi-
nifter is one who places his Happinefs in pro-

moting the King's Honour, and his Country's

good; and that a bad Statefman, or an evil Mi-
niiter, is one who prefers the Gratification of

his own Humour, whatever it is, whether the

Affectation of Power, Wealth or Popularity,

to the true Intereft of his Mafter and his Fel-

low-Subjects. Upon this Principle I take it

for granted that the former will be always an

enemy to Factions, and that the latter will en-

courage and endeavour to govern by them.

Thefe
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Thefe are Truths fo clear to every Man, who
has a right Turn for Politicks, that it would

be Time loft to endeavour to prove them, and

have in all Ages explain'd themfelves fo evi-

dently by their Effects, that no Man who is

well acquainted with our Hiftory can doubt

them. If therefore I prove, that fuch as have

lately come into Power, have fhewn a proper

Refpect to the Throne, much Tendernefs for

the People's true Intereft, and very little Regard

to what the World calls their own j then I

fhall have done all that I propofed, and enough

I hope to put out of countenance the new Op-
pofition.

We all know that there has been for many
Years paft a violent Struggle between Parties,

which came to be denominated at laft, Court

and Country, but with fo little Correfpondence

to their Titles, that the Bulk of thofe who
were ftiled Courtiers, fhew'd themfelves upon

all Occalions zealous for Liberty j and many
amongft them who boafted of their Love to

their Country, were known to have made very

bad ufes of Power, when they had it formerly

in their hands. Thefe Names however ferv'd

to keep Gentlemen together, and to amufe the

People. In the end, after a long Trial of

Skill, in which I will be bold to fay, the

Conftitution fuffer'd deeply from Attempts on

both fides, it became at laft plain that the

Courtiers could not keep their ground. This

gave an Opportunity to fuch as fmcerely de-

lired
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fired to ferve their Country on one fide, and

fuch as fought to five it on the other, to enter

into a friendly Correfpondence for putting the

publick Affairs into fuch a Channel, as might

make the Nation fafe and eafy, and leave nei-

ther Party at the mercy of the other.

In fuch Alterations as theie, our Constitu-

tion has wifely provided that nothing can be

done without the Confent of the Crown, and

indeed it would be very hard if the Exercife

of any part of the Royal Authority, fhould

be convey'd by any other Power than HIS from
whom it flows. In the prefent Cafe, fuch Al-

terations were made as feem'd moft expedient-

for the Satisfaction of the People, and for the

Satisfaction alfo of their Sovereign. A great

JVIiniffcer was removed, who feem'd to be the

principal Object of Refentment, and that

Gentleman was brought into his Place whom
the Country -Party had entruited to point out

the Reafons why they defired he mould be

removed, and whole Behaviour upon that oc-

caiion they had fo much applauded. In every

other Step the fame Care was taken, in order

to fhew that nothing would be omitted that

might tend to gratify the Expectations of the

People, except removing without Caule, the

old immediate Servants of the Prince. If a

contrary Conduct had prevailed, if the Admi-
nistration had been taken as it were by Storm,

and puihing Men had feiz'd whatever Places

they lik'd, almofl without the Ceremony of

F afking,
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aflting, I think few are fo fhort-fighted as not

to difcern the Confequerxes.

It is true that feveral who had been warmly
engaged in the Oppofition, came in early, and

accepted of Places j but then it is as true that

they did not accept them till it was for their

Country's Service, and when they could not

have been otherwile fo well beftaw'd. Many
Exceptions indeed have been taken to their

Conduct in this refpect, but when we exa-

mine them to the Bottom, they will be found

to be Exceptions rather to their leaving o-

ther People poffefs'd of Places, than to their

coming in themfelves. And this, if ftrictly

confider'd, proves fomething well worthy of

the Nation's Notice j for either they wanted

the Power of doing this, and then it is plain

that Party cannot do all, which is a very good

thing j or elfe they wanted the Will of re-

moving indilcriminately every Man that had

been againft them ; and if fo, it mews them
to be very good Men ; either way the State is

a Gainer, fince otherwife it mult have fuffer'd

new Convulfion> for the defeated Party would

never have faie down in quiet, and I believe

the moft fanguine Men amongit us are con-

vinced that they were not fo thoroughly de-

feated, as to be out of a Condition to make
head again.

The Effects which follow'd this Tempera-
ment of our Councils were of fuch vifible Ad-
vantage to the Publick, as ought to have

raifed
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raifed univcrfal Joy. Affairs at home went
as well as could be expected j the Parliament

granted liberal Supplies, and deftin'd thefe to

proper Ufes ; in confequence of this, Affairs

took a new Turn abroad, a Turn equally a-

greeable to our Withes and fuperiour to our

Expectations, aTurn which evidently mews that

Britain can never owe her Misfortune to any

other Caufe than the Heat and Violence of Par-

ties j which ought to convince us, that the on-

ly Method to preferve and promote the Ad-
vantages we have already gain'd, is fteadily to

purfue that Method by which they accrued
$

to confider Minifters in no other Light, than

as they honeftly and diligently execute their

Offices, and to admit that only for publick Spi-

rit, which has a Tendency to promote the good

of the whole, and not to aggrandize any par-

ticular Set of Man. This is the only end at

which the People ought to aim, becaufe it is

the only one that can pofiibly be beneficial to

them, and fix their ELppinefs upon what may
be truely called a Broad Bottom.

What has been kid in j unification of the

Meafures enter'd into by thefe Gentlemen, is

juft and natural, as all Conclusions are that

flow from Truths; whereas the Exceptions

that have been taken to their Conduct, are

fuch as might have been taken, fuppoiing their

Conduct to have been right upo:i any Princi-

ples. If the Government could iubiiit, if the

King could be ferved, or the Bufmefs of the

F 2 State
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State carried on without Minifters, why then

it might be right to blame a Man for accept-

ing a miniiterial Office ; but while this is im-
poiiible, the pretending .o fix an Imputation

on one who accepcs iiich an Office, is doing

Injuflic . Publick, fince it is little better

than '._. . that no honed Man can be in

her Service. Neither are particular Objec-

tions better fupported, than thefe general

Strokes of Cenfure •, Integrity and Application

are the higheft Qualifications that can be ex-

pected in a Perfon who is intruded with the

publick Treafure, and who by his Office has a

particular Power to prevent it from being

fquandred by other Men. When therefore it is

objected that filch a Man wants Popularity, and

is not well turn'd for heading a Party, initead

of Exceptions, thefe ought to be conlider'd as

additional Graces to his Character, fince from

fuch a Man we have all things to hope, and

nothing to fear. Again, the Flirts at a Noble

Lord who presides at that Board, amount to

no more than this, that he was never violent

on the fide of any Party, and confequently

can have but very few Enemies, and no fecret

Views for himielf inconiiitent with the In-

tereft of his Country. At another Board the

Cafe is the fame j all the World allows the A-
bility of thofe who are feated there, their

Probity was never drawn into queftion before

they had Places, and their Behaviour fince,

has
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has been fuch as would have put it out of

doubt if it had.

The Circumfpection therefore that has been

ufed in this Distribution of Offices, and the

hitherto unexceptionable Ule of Power made
by thofe who are poffefs'd of it, ought to free

us from Appreheniions, and fill u6 with Ex-
pectations. We have no reafon to fear while

fuch Men are at the Helm, that any undue

Influence will be exerted, and there are good

Grounds to believe that when things are tho-

roughly fettled, and the Minds of Men per-

fectly cool, that proper Methods will be ta-

ken to fecure us and our Pofterity from the
Fraud or Violence of fucceeding Miniftries, as

far as the Circumstances of things, and the

Nature of our Conftitution will allow. As all

things cannot be done, it is unreafonable to

defire they mould be, or to clamour becaufe

they are not done at once. If the new Mi-
niury have hitherto perform'd all that lay in

their Power, then we neither can nor ought

to fay they have done amifs ; and in return it

fliould be our Care not to vex our felves, or

diurefs them becaufe they have not done more :

there are proper Seafons for all things, and if

they have brought to Maturity what in re-

fpect to the Publick deferv'd to be hrlt culti-

vated, they have not only done their Duty for

the preient, but have likewife given us an

Earned: of their bringing all things to perfec-

tion in time. Thev have already got over great

Diffi-
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Difficulties, and though there are others to fur-

mount, yet we have not the leait Occafion to

furmife that either Abilities or Diligence will

be wanting to conquer thefe. They have evi-

dently fhewn a Defire of attending to the Af-

fairs of the Nation, rather than promoting their

own particular Intereft, and this Self-Denial

and Difintereilednefs it may be hoped will fet a

good Example to others, and by degrees fpread

a like Temper thro' all.

The natural Impatience of Mankind to have

in their Power whatever they are made to be-

lieve is for their good, is the true Source of

that Readinefs that has been fhewn to blame

fuch as have lately come into Places, for not

obtaining every thing that was afked in a Mo-
ment. We never confider that the Seffions of

Parliament was far fpent before the new E»
ftablifhrnent was fixed, that is, before Men
were fettled in their Views, and knew what
they were doing ; and it is a very unfair thing

to conclude that a Man is againil this or that

thing, becaufe he is not for it at a particular

Jundture. Every Seaibn is certainly proper in

which any good Ac~t can be got, but where
this is liable to any In certainty, he is generally

fpeaking the beft Friend to his Country, who
is lead inclined to pufh fuch Projects in its Fa-
vour's he is morally certain will prove abortive.

Ties of Intereft, Heat of Oppolition, the Re-
membrance of a recent Denial of the lame

tiling, may work flrongly even with Men who
I are
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are well difpofed in the main, and therefore

it is more prudent to wait a little till thefe

Circumftances are removed, than to run die

hazard of their Confequences, when little or

nothing is" to be apprehended from Delay. Our
Concerns abroad were within thefe few Months
in fuch a Situation, that if proper Care had

not been taken of them, our Liberty could

fcarce have been fecured by any Precautions

we could have ufed at home; our Miniiiry

therefore were obliged to turn their Thoughts

that way for a time, and to confider all things

only as they had a Reference thereto. But

now this Point is in ibme meafure fecured,

and very probably may be effeclually fo before

another Setiions of Parliament, there is no

doubt to be made but they will then take o-

ther things into their Consideration, and pro-

fecute them with the fame Induftry and Suc-

cefs as they did this.

I am well enough apprized that one To-
pick of Ceniure amongft the new Patriots, is

the Liberality of the Parliament in the laft

Seiiions, and the Unanimity with which they

granted fuch large Sams. But really the rea-

foning made ufc of upon this Head, furpaiTes

my Comprehension. If the Money givtn had
been given without Reafon or without Account,

there had been good grounds for this Charge ;

but as it was not, I fee none. Before the Supplies

were given, all Parties feem'd to difcern their

Necellity -, and hnce, the Clamour has been let

up
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up by fome who did not find their particular

Ends anfwered by the Gift. If the Publick

has extraordinary Occafions, it is the Duty of
the Miniftry to reprefent, nay it is both their

Duty and their Intereft to place them in the

ftrongeft Light ; for if they mould not be fup-

plied, and any evil Confequences follow there-

on, the Miniftry would be made anfwerable

for them ; and the Cafe being fo, to make them
anfwerable alfo for the Supplies, is a little too

hard. If indeed they had created the Necef-

fity, we might have had Reafon to complain ;

but as this is not fo much as pretended, all

Complaints on this Head are vilibly void of

Foundation, and flow from nothing but a

peevifh Diflike to Minifters, which if we do
not correct in time, may be more fatal to us

than them, fince it can fcarce be fuppofed

that we can long be well ferved, if we con-

ftantly and cauflefsly go on in mal-treating

fuch as are in our Service. This has been but

too general a Reproach on every free State that

has ever exifted, and therefore the Common-
nefs of the Fault ought to make us the more
careful to ihun it.

Thefe Reflections put me in mind of a

thing I mould otherwife have pafs'd over, and

might perhaps have been mentioned hereafter

as a Fact purpofely declined becaufe unan-

swerable, tho' in reality it is fo fhameful and

ib notorioufly falfe, that it deferves no an-

iwer j I mean the bafe Infinuation that the

Peace
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Peace between the Queen of Hungary and the

King of Prujjia, was very little promoted by
the Mediation of Great Britain, but was
rather owing to Accidents, particularly to a

Battel, in which his Pruffian Majefty had
the Advantage. As to the Truth of the Fact,

that the Treaty was owing folely to our In-

terpolition, we have the fullelr. and the faireft

Evidence that can be defired ; the King's Speech

at the beginning of the laft Seffions of Parlia-

ment hints at this Negotiation, the contracting

Parties have acknowledged it with all ima-

ginable Teftimonies of Thankfulnefs and Gra-
titude, it appears on the Face of the Treaty

itfelf in the mofl ample Manner. The Mini-

fters of the contracting Powers have taken No-
tice of it in their Memorials to the States Ge-
neral ; and his Majefty afTerts it in his Speech

at the Cloie of the Seffions, not only in direct,

but alfo in the ftrongefl Terms. Upon the

Truth of this Fact all our fubfequent Negotia-

tions ftand ; and every Step that has been taken

iince towards the eitablifhing the Peace and

Independency or Europe, is in confequence not

only of the Treaty of Brejlau, but of the Share

his Brttannick Majeity had therein. This is

notorious 10 all the World except a handful

of difcon rented People in Britain, who will

believe nodiing that does their Country Ho-
nour.

We may judge by this Specimen cf their

Honelty and Underftanding, how fertney are

G^" 'to
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to be trufted in other Refpecls. For the fame

Reafon that this Treaty is afcribed to Chance

or Accident, our Alliance with the King of

Sardinia may be queftion'd, our Affrftance to

the Queen of Hungary denied, and our Sin-

cerity in the Propofitions we have made to the

Dutch drawn into Difpute. But fure the Na-
tion in general will never give any Counte-

nance to a Proceeding like this, or fuffer them-

felves to be impofed on in lb grofs a manner,

in a matter which fo nearly concerns them. It

looks as if the Inventors of this Story thought

that their Countrymen were mad enough to

wifh their own Ruin, fo they might charge it

and revenge it on a Miniftry. Indeed if this

Practice mould prevail, we might be in a fair way
ofbeing undone,forwhat Encouragement would
any Miniftry have to ferve fo ungrateful a Peo-

ple, or what Enemy would defpair of carrying

their Point againft a Nation prone to believe

every thing to their own Dishonour, and in-

clin'd to diftrefs fuch as endeavour to do them
Service ? A Set of People at liberty to coin

falfe Money, would always have the Appear-

ance of Riches ; and a Set of Men who think

themfelves at liberty to coin falfe Facts, can

never be at a lois for a Charge againft the

belt Miniftry that ever was, or will be ; but

in both Cafes the Cheats themfelves will fcaree

be more culpable than the Fools that give them
Credit. Where our Property or our Safety

arc at Stake, it behoves us to have o.:r Eyes

open.
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open, and if by winking we encourage Frauds,

we may be deftroyed, but we have no right

to complain.

But what exceeds in Malice and Abfurdity

even this ftrange Behaviour, is the Conduct of

certain Perlbns towards a Nobleman who de-

rives his Title from his Merit, and owes his

Seat in the Houfe of Peers to the Service he

has done the Nation. He diftinguifhed him-

felf early by his Love of Liberty, and has up-

on all Occafions fhewn a Readinefs to oppoie

whatever Meafures appear'd to him detrimen-

tal, or dishonourable to his Country. This

Care of the publick Welfare, join'd to his Zeal

for the Royal Family, advanc'd him many
Years ago to Places of Honour and Profit,

in which he acquired no lefs Reputation by his

diligent Difcharge of his Duty, than he fhew'd

Dirintereftednefs and true publick Spirit by

reiigjnins; them, when his remaining in Power
might feem to countenance fuch Meafures as

were dangerous to the Nation. Upon tills

Plan of Action we have (ken him warmly con-

tending againft the Soutb-Sea Scheme, and

every other iniquitous Scheme from that time

to this. His indefatigable Pains, his bold and

free Manner of {peaking, his inflexible Cou-
rage, his invincible Probity have rendered

him fo remarkable, and have been fo often

confeifed bv Enemies as well as Friends,

that one would think no Man could have a

more unenvied Right to Honour, and that

G 2 the
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the People of Britain might fay of him, when
raifed to the Peerage, as the Romans did of

one of their Emperors, that none could de-

ferve that Dignity better than him whofe Life

was a continued Cenforfhip.

In refpect of the late Struggle of Parties,

the Conduct of this Noble Perfbn was precife-

ly fuch as a wife Man would have expected,

he was fevere on wrong Meafures, but tender

of Men's Perfons, indefatigable in his Endea-

vours to ferve the Nation, but avcrfe to all

fuch Steps as could only ferve to (hew his own
or other Men's Refer tments. His Credit with

both Parties was fo high, that he was able to

prevent things from running into Confuiion,

and preferved by his healingAdvices,fuch a Spi-

rit of Moderation in a certain great AiTembly,

as enabled them to go through the publick

Bufinefs in fuch a Manner, as to receive the

Thanks of their Sovereign, and to merit thofe

of all Europe. He did this too at a Juncture,

when if either his Paflion or Self-Intereft had
prevailed over his Reaibn and his Virtue, he
might have acted a very different Part -, he

might have choien what moft in his Situation

have chofen, to have made himfelf great and

terrible as the Head of a Party ; he might have

thrown out founding Words to have charm'd

the Populace, and by a free Diftribution of

fair Promifes might have fecured a numerous
Body of Followers, who have fhewn them-
fclves to be fond of nothing but Places. He

might
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might have done this,and have been flatter'd up-

on it, by fuch as now defame him 5 but he was

wife enough to difdain, and honeft enough to

deteft even the Thoughts of being popular at

the Expence of the People's Interefts. He
knew what was fit to be done for them, and

what was fit for him to do, he faw the pro-

per time was come to give a Check to that

Spirit, which, under Colour of promoting Li-

berty, might in the end overturn the Confti-

tution. He was fenfible that till Party-No-

tions could be eradicated, the Freedom of the

Senate and of the Nation, mud depend upon

the Balance of Parties ; and thus he wifely regu-

lated his Conduct not by the chimerical Ma-
xims of fpeculative Politicians, but by the

Circumftances of things 5 and if he did not

do all that could be wifh'd in favour of his

Country, he at leaft did all that could pombly

be done.

I have given a general Defcription of his

Conduct as it appears to me, and muft ap-

pear to any Man who examines it impartially,

and refolves to depend upon Facts and not on

the Surmiles of fuch as have a vifible Intereft

in all they lay. Bat there are two Points in

refpect to his Behaviour which deferve parti-

cular Notice j the fir ft is, that being confciovs

to himfelf of having; fufter'd in the Courfe of

a long Difpute, iomc Expreffions to efcape

him which might be undcritood in fuch a

Scnfe as implied peribnal Prejudice, he there-

fore
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fore declined having any Share in a perfonal

Enquiry ; which was an Action fo full of good

Senfe, unaffected Modefty, and nice Honour,

that a Man mud; be intirely deftitute of them
all, who is not ready to applaud it. The other

was, his avoiding any Share in the Spoil, and

contenting himfelf with having all Places in

his Power, without accepting any. As in

the former he fhew'd the greateft Genero-

fity, fo in this he manifested the higheft

Integrity ; and as the one proves that he had

loft all Refentment, fo the other fhews that

he was untainted with Corruption. But it

may be (aid, he has accepted a Title. Ac-
cepted it, and what then ? Has he not deferv'd

it ? Could the Crown do lefs for one who had

done fo much for the Nation ? Or could a

Man, after prcfeiiing ftich Zeal for the Confu-

tation, refufe the only Reward confident

therewith. If he accepted a Title, he does

Honour to that Title j and if he had declined

it, he would have diihonour'd himfelf, he

would have drawn an Imputation on the Ap-
pearance of Patriotifm ; and it might then

have been fufpected, that to be well with the

People, a Man flighted the Favours of his

Prince ; which I hope is not yet, or ever will

be the Cafe in Britdin.

If it mould be expected that now I ought

to reckon up the Objections made by the o-

ther Side, I mult defire to be excufed. To
Stories, malicious Jefts, groa

lefs
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lefs Suggeflions, and glaring Falmoods, is none

of my buiinefs ; let fuch as delire to be ac-

quainted with them feek them in the Pictures,

Journals, Verfe and Profe Pamphlets, through

which they are fcattered, and let them re-

member while they are thus employed, that

no Man's Innocence can defend him from fuch

Intuits. We know that Scandal is a Tax every

Man pays for being eminent. It is the Slave

that runs behind the triumphant Chariot to

allay the Hero's Joy, and put him in mind of

Mortality ; that is, in other Words, to teach

him that he has Men to deal with, who can-

not beftow unmixed Praife, or forbear joining

Envy with their Admiration. But we mould
have a care of pufhing this too far for our

own fakes, if we befpatter Men in proportion

as they ferve us, and pay fuch Patriots as re-

fufe to pay themfelves with Injuries and Re-
proaches, it may be doubtful whether in fuc-

ceeding times this may not deter others from
following their Examples ; for though, as I

once before obferved, this Conduct has been

too common in Free States, yet the Conie-

quences are fuch as ought to make us fearful

that Men who hope for no other Reward than

Fame, will not be content to truit even for

that to Pofterity, but rather incline to take

lbmething of lefs Value, becaufe more certain

and nearer at hand. We fliew our own Cor-

ruption by fufpecting all Men, and dilcovei

an
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an unreafonable Spirit of Cenfure, when we
accufe the Great for want of publick Spirit,

and yet take pains to lefTen its Merit, and even

to draw its Reality into Difpute, when it is

found in the moil; eminent Degree. We gra-

tify our Spleen indeed in fuch Reflections, but

then we proftitute our Judgments, and by af-

perfmg our Benefactors feek the Ruin of our-

felves.

Upon the whole, if we examine the pre-

fent State of Things with a View to the lnte-

reft of the Nation, and without any Biafs from

Party, we cannot but difcover a very agreeable

Profpecl, the greateft, the wifeit, and the wor-

thieft Perfons in the three Kingdoms (at leaft

fo reputed before they accepted Places) are now
at the head of Affairs. They have heretofore

declared in the moft publick manner in favour

of Liberty and the Rights of the People, and

nothing in their Conduct has given us any juft

reafon to fufpect that they have changed their

Sentiments with their Stations. In refpect to

their Councils, they have purfued fuch Steps

as the Honour and Intereft of their Country

required, and were dictated to them by the

Voice of the People ; fo that if we fall foul of

them at prefent, we muft give the lye to our-

felves ; if they have confented m a legiflative

Capacity to the railing of Troop?, they have

as Minifters employed them ; if they have e-

quipped Fleets at a great expence to the Nation,

they
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they have employed thofe Fleets in fuch a man-
ner that their greateft Enemies cannot fay tha*

even double the Sum which that Expence

may amount to, would have been thrown a-

way. This has made us formidable, and at

the fune time rendered us beloved and refpect-

ed abroad
; why then fhould it not contribute

in fome meafure to render us content at home?
If we have not obtained all the Laws that may
be requiiite for fecuring the Freedom and Pri-

vileges of Elections, for checking the Power
of Influence, and in fhort for putting the Li-

berty of the Subject ablblutely out of Fear, as

well as Danger, a little Reflection will mew us

the true Caufe why all this was not done.

While Clamour and Party Spirit prevailed, be-

fore Examination and Enquiry were made, at

a time when Mens Hopes and Fears beat high,

could a perfect Reformation be by any wife

Man hoped for ; or, is lefs than a perfect Re-
formation what we feek ? There muft be Lei-

fure for Men's PafTions to cool, there muft. be

room left for Jealoufies of all forts to fubfide,

there muft be proper Opportunities taken to

{hew that even private Interefts are bell: pro-

vided for by fuch Laws as are for the publick

Benefit, and then we (hall fee that clear, ex-

plicit and effectual Bills will be brought in by
common Conlent, and carried through with
little Oppofition. The prelent Parliament lias

already done much ; in the next Sciiicn* we
H may
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may juftly expect more, and in time all.

1 fay, this we may expect, becaufe there is no
pretence for faying, that any of the Gentlemen
who have been lately attacked as Deferters of
their former Principles, have actually faid or

done any thing which fhews the leail (ign of
their harbouring any fuch Intention. On the

contrary, they have made the moit folemn

Profeffion of their accepting Power, with no
other view than to employ it for the Honour
of the King and the Benefit of his Subjects,

If before their coming into Power they were ac-

knowledged to be Men of Honour, why mould
we not believe thefe ProfeiTions ? If fince they

have acquired Power, they have done none but

popular things, why mould not we believe

their Actions ? Thefe cannot certainly deceive

us. If it is become a fettled Maxim never to

rely on Place-Men, for God's fake let us re-

iblvc to truft our felves; let us have fome Rule
of judging j let us not be tofs'd to and fro' at

the Mercy of everyWind and Wave, and by our

own Violence and Mutability beget a Sufpicion •

that we are not fafely to be trufted. This is

the fingle thing that can ruin us, and there-

fore this is the fingle thing we ought to avoid,

if we have any reipect to Honour, Interefr, or

Happinefs, any real Care of our felves, or Con-
cern for our Poiterity.

I mall conclude with obferving, that if you
take things upon thefe People's toting, that is,

i take
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take it for granted that Affairs will never go

right till fuch time as all in the new Opposition

have Places, to which all their high Pretences

of Patriotifin tend, then you mult go on in a

continual Circle of Changes and Oppofitions :

For if once oppoling Power appears to be the

fole Road to Power, why then as Men grow

up who have or who imagine they have Abili-

ties to manage and confequently a good Title

to acquire Power, they will immediately throw

themielves into this Path, and perfift in it till

they come to their wifh'd for End. The
bringing things into fuch a Rotation, has been

the conitant Method by which all Free States

have been brought to their End. A certain

Progreffion of Power in conformity to their

reipedive Confutations, is natural to them all,

and may fometimes be quicken'd by Party-

Struggles, without any very great Detriment

;

but when through the Force of Faction this

Motion is increas'd to fuch a degree of Rapi-

dity, the Machine of Government is no lon-

ger able to fubfift, but either flops in Tyran-

ny, or fhivers into Anarchy. I am forry to

exprefs my felf in Allegory, but there are fome

things which ought not to be fpoke too plain-

ly. I am perfuaded that there is Truth in

what I lay, and that whoever confiders it, will

difcern it.

There never was an Oppofition fo honed
as to own, that Places were their only

View, and therefore we need not wonder that

H 2 Rea-
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Reafons are offer'd to (hew, that the Caufej

of the late Oppofnion exift. Exift ! ay, and

ever will exift ; for if fuch as have declared

themfelves for this Party were to be fa-

tisfied, a new Corps of Reafoners would ftart

up, and we fhould hear of frefh Motives for

continuing the Oppofition. If the Gentlemen

we are now to deal with had been in earneft,

fuch warm and diiinterefted Friends to their

Country, as they give themfelves out to be
7

they would have told us plainly what were their

Grounds of Dilcontent, what they thought

necelTary to be done for the Nation's Service,

and what would reconcile all Parties 5 and this

in particular, not in general Terms : for if

they are reafonable Men as well as good Pa-

triots, they muft know what they leek, and

therefore can be at no Lofs for thefe Heads j

and if on the other hand they have a mind to

make a Secret of their political Creed, they can-

not with anyjuftice pretend to perfecute fuch as

do not believe it. In fhort, if they will tell

us what they would have, we (hall know what

to think ; but if they perfift in talking of re-

pairing Oversights, fettling Rights not rightly

underftood (which by the way is a hobbling

Expreflion) retrieving iuch as have been ne-

glected, acquiring thofe to which we have a

natural Title, and fecuring fuch as are liable

to Abufe, why we can never know what to

think except it be«—that they want Places—and do not care to fpeak out.

But
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But if the Bulk of the Rritijh Nation can be

content to iee publick Affairs in proper Hands,

in the Hands of Men of Birth, Breeding and

Abilities, if they will allow a proper Time for

all things, and rejoice at every Succefs of tb:ir

Miniftry as if it was their own, as it certainly

is ; if they will be fatisfied with injoying the

utmoft Stretch of Liberty at home, and be-

lieve what they are told by the univerfal Con-

tent of foreign Nations as to their Reputation

abroad, no doubt they may be both hap-

pv and great. But if they will liflen to no

Information but what is brought them in

Speeches, Journals and Pamphlets written by
intererted Perfbns, who are to find their Ac-
count in impofing upon them, why they will

be impoied upon, and consequently will ne-

ver be either great or happy, let Miniftersacl: as

they will ; for they can only put things in our

Power, whether we will or will not ufe

them, depends upon our felves.

But it may be laid, Oppofitions have been
necefiary, and how fhall we know that an
Oppofition is not neceffary now ? Why how
do you know when any thing is neccfiary but

by feeling the Want of it ; at prefcnt it is

certain we have very few political Wants, and
thole we have, may undoubtedly be anfwered
without an Oppofition, whereas by the help of
one, our beft Friends may be reduced to want
Power to relieve us, and we be brought by

late
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late Experience to know what is our great-

eft Want, what is indeed our only Want,
and yet what is always in our Power 1

UNANIMITY AMONGST OUR-
SELVES.

FINIS.
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