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The PREFACE to

the Reader,

THO I don't expe^ jou flmuld be pleas'd mth my Thoughts about

the Interejl of England^ yet I challenge your good Opinion of
their Author. For they appear in Public foryour Service^ and not

for his Satisfailion. He knew very weli^ that the pains of
putting 'em together would be hii : And that he mnj} forgo the

Pleafure, and the Reputation of drejfing 'em out to Advantage : That you Which Bp
might not fiay for the Thoughts of an honefi Engliflman till they could ferve P— r us'd

for nothing^ but to aggravate your Misfortune,. The Author however has ^^if tocall Ko-

Satiifa^ion^ whether you like him or his Book^ that he does tut rifque h'n Re- ^^pt'^ Ho-

putation for you bis dear Country-men, and for the Caufe of Liberty
j for which, ^'""mq-j

if it fo pleafe God, he's not afraid to lofe his Life. Deitmq;

In the mean time he k"ows very well too, that 'tis juji Tf)ougbts and Method
that render a Book, nfcful ; and that exaii Periods and eafy Tranfitions, ferve

only to make it agreeable : He thinkj therefore the Piece ought to be excused, and
the Painter commended, for attending to true Features and juJl Proportions^

tbo the Colouring be not fo lively, norfo clean as he could wi/J)
; fmce theincredi'

tie huny of the Draught did not allow him to purfue both.

And indeed, if he might be fo free, i>e would let the World know, that Exatl'

nefs in his Opinion would be but ill befiow'd upon a Pamphlet, which like a
Mufhroom kto come forth anddy in a Night. He thinkj it prepoflerous to fei

tut an indifferent Collation with the Order and Ceremony of a Feaji : And if a
Jiitch'd Book ff^oud appear mightily laboured, the World wou'd prefently cry.

There was moreCofi than Worfi/ip. The Author profej]es to be a good deal of
their Mind. He's fenfible that Occifions create and dejlroy Pamphlets, and

raife and pallthe Appetite, that muji make 'em go down : He imagines theOcca-

fion for this won't be long livd, and fo he has been the lefs careful in the Perform

mance. He tnly begs that the Vijfenters wou'd forgive him for medling with

their Intereft : And that what belongs to hk mifmanagement, mayn't be imputed

to the Weakjiefs of their C.tufe.

The Author defires his Reader too in particular to take notice. That the Repre-

fenpafm of the State of the Heform'd Relight in the Apojhlical Times, ii at
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w ' Tlie Preface.

;e-fel}ly new to hm^ at it k likely to be to every one, that reads at tittle Di-

vinity as he does^ kejU^sthe Bible. And fo were hk Thoughts about Occifnnat

T h^ 1
Conformity too when th;y firji cccHr'd^ and he began thii Snlji^. For tbo ix hjt

J" ^l'^^
r *'^^d ^hat Mr. Ca!amy h.ff cblii'd the Wwldrvith u{>f)n that Head^ yet he did nat

^^' E." ? happen to do it, till within a very ferv days^ and after hii own Thoughts upon

l>napc.
p -j.,^^^ ^j^ Author thin^J himfelf obliged to fay ; not becaufe he U afJtam'd t$

^
ffj,^^^

' borrow any thing ftom Mr. Calamy^ or t>om any Man oj hii good Senfe : Rut
°

", ", gnly-'hat hii Reader l^o^in^ that t:\y are not ta^en from Party-Writings^ but

l-
^^"^ ^ the ftKdy of the Scriptures ; he tniy be the ie/s refolv'd agair.jl them, andfearch-
'

ing whetier tloey are true or no. The Author ii forc'd to intimate thii t9\ that

if there be any Faults in hii Kealorang upin that Heady they may be the mtre

readily excus\L For if he hat [aid any thing fcvere upon any Men, who have

different Opinions about that Matter^ V/j- becaufe he finds no Jhength in

their Difcourfes, and not becaufe he « jure that there's a great deal in hit

<iwn.

Ttoe Author hopes he hat given foine Hints, that may help to the Deciding of

the Quefiions about Corfrrmity and Schijm, which have coji m fo dear. Foffibly

it will be found, that th'^fe Controverfys may be fet in a clearer Light from

Apojhlical Frajlice and Scripture-Criticifm, than from Syfiematical and Ab-

ftraHed Notions. If the Author's Hints, or his Ignorance, Pmuld prcvol^e an

abler Fen at more leifure, to purfue the Truth, and torrc^ his Mijial^s; he

afjkres the World, be fKuld thin\ his own Time, and bis Bool(s Reputation

wellbejhw'd.

My Bookfeiler tells me, I muji fay fomething for the Second Edition, and ac
quaint my Reader, that there are feveral entire Paragraphs added relating to

the proper ^Salifications for Employments, to Ferfecution, and Vniformity ; and

many Additions and Alterations in other Places. There was but a very little

time a'dow'd to the firj} Compofure : The great hajl of the Performance, like

the Precipitancy oj Digefiion, created too many Diforders, and left too much room

for Corre^ions and Amendments. A Review had made a great many more than

)he Reader will meet with, if I had not found, that the Faults of the fir]} Edi-

tion were like thofeof the firfi Concoliiov, which require more Pains and Leifure

than I could /pare to correal in a Second. However I mufi fay, that fince my
Review I have not altered the Thoughts themfelves, fo much as the Exprejfions.

1 hope my Reader will not complain ofthe Additions, fo much as my Book-

feller. I cant pretend after all, that he offers any Wares that in my Senfe or

yours will be worth the Mony : But he defires me to ajfure you, to compenfate

for his Trouble, that in his Senfe he never fold a better Fenny-wnth.

THE
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INTEREST
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ENGLAND, &c.

r"B "^ H E Charaders under which it was thought fit

I to reprefenc the Difienters at firft, to render them
I odious, were Rebellion and Schifm .- The oca-A lion of pitching upon thefe was very obvious.

The Monarchy and the Church had been hardly us'd by the
Sedarians, who generally went under the Diflenting Name.
The Repucacion of the Church was pretty clear from thefe

Imputations. She was like Apollo's chart Nymph, for her
Loyalty and Steadinefs had never been try'd. And fince fome
Charge was to be mideagainft the Diilenters, which it might
not bs in their Power to retort, none could be found more
fit for the purpafe. But the DifTenters have had forty years
leifure to vindicate their Reputation. Great pains have been
taken during this Vacation from their public Labours, to re-

ply to the Charge of Schifm, and they have manag'd it pretty
fuccefsfully by the help of fome felf-evident Principles, which
they borrow'd from a great Ornament of the Church : And ^'^(' • Hales

tlie late happy Government gave them an opportunity to con- '^ ^^'^°"

B vince



The Interejl of England,

vince the World, that none bore a greater AfFedtion than they

did, to a Monarchy, wlien it was regulated according to our

known Laws and Confliiucion. The Church on the contrary,

during this Triumph over her Enemies, found fome of her

moft eminent Members for their Service and high Station in

the Church, as juftly chargeable with Schifin as the Diflenters,

and much upon the fame account. And the generality of both

the Laity and tl^ie Clergy have hadoccafion to demonftrate the

(mall Affe(5lion they have for a Monarch that (hallinvade their

Rights, and meddle with their Property. They have parted

with their two darling Notions, the Power of the Magiftrate

In Ecclefiaflical Affairs, and the Obligation to PalTive Obedi-

ence without any Limitation.

So that it is high time to lay thefe Accufaticns agalnft the

DifTenters afide. But it is thought fit that a new one (hould

try its fate. A Rebel is inconfiftent with the Government,

and a Schifmatic with the Church •-, and yet a more raonftrouj

Chara(^er is contrived for a Dif{enter, and he is now to be

reprefented 2S a Hypocrite, and inconfiftent with himfelf.

If a Man may be allow'd to make a Conjedlure, this is not like

to do the Church fo much Service, or the DifTenters fo much

Mifchief as the former ; Since here is room enough to recrimi-

nate, which there was not when the other Crimes were firft

laid to their Charge. The reafonablenefs of the Conjedurq

a little time will evince : But in the mean while one would

be Induc'd to believe that fome Men were fated to be unhap-

py, and that that was all the account that could be given of

the matter. The Rigor of the DifTenters gave occafion for

the firfl Ci^arge, and the Moderation they have fhewn more

frequently of late, by Occafional Conformity^ has given birth

£0 the \ii\. Like the unhappy People ofRome under Tiberius 5

to wliom every Adtion was liable to be m.ifinterpreted. Con-

cern for the Glory of the Empire, was a fecret Defign to gain

it. Remembrance ot Liberty was aiming to reftore the

Commonwealth : To praifc Brutus and CafTius was a capital

Crime, and to commend Auguffus, tho Tiberius had decreed

him Divine Honours, was a fecret Offence. To his fufpici-

ous and credulous Temper, Simplicity of Difcourfe expreff

ivilDeligns, and Silence conceard worfe Intentions : Joy was

^ the
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the hope of the Prince's Death •, Melancholy an envying his

Proipericy, and Fear the boding Apprehenfions of a guilty ^^^^^-i"

Confcience. The cafe of thefe unhappy People under Caligu- '^'^' ^'^'*

la refenabled that of the DilTenters more nearly. For sfter he

had made his Sifter Drufilla, who had been his Harloc in b.er

Lite, a Deity at her Death-, to follow his Example and be

forry for her Death, was to blafpheme her Deity j and to

rejoice at her Advancement^among the Gods, was to be pleas'd in vit.cai.

with her Death ', and tobelllent, was tobe jnfeniiible of his

Lofs, or his Sifter's Gain.

And thus any Man would fwear that the Di (Tenters were

doom'd to Calumny and Hardftiips, let them behave rhem-

felves how they will, when they are to fuffer for doing well

meerlybecaufe they don't do fo always: And that at a time

when doing well Occafionally is become a Mode, and a Pre-

dicament among Mankind. Aftrology (liould be confulced

what unhappy Planet reign'd when Nonconformity took its

rife h ftnce 'tis not to be allow d the Diflenters to worfliip

God Occafionally In a Church, when the higheft Churchmen

have found an Occalion to worfliip God in feparate Meetings 5

and when it Is but verv Occafionally that the Generality of

the Nation worfliip him at all. Who can help thinking the

cafe of the Diffenters very peculiar and extraordinary, when

they are to be inveigh'd againft for their Occafional Pradice,

at the fame time that all the World befides have found the like

Pradices neceflary ? The Paflive Obedience-mongers have

found it neceftary uponOccafton to conform to the Dodrine of

Refiftance h the Tories to Whlggifm, and fome Whigs to the

Dodrine of the Prerogative : The Prelatical Party have

thought it expedient to plead for the diftind Power of Pref-

byters, and the Low Church for the Rights of the Arch-

bifliop: The Supporters of the Jf^s Dlvimm deflte to be ex-

cused for dividing the Supremacy among the Body of the

Legiflatare : And others, who have formerly been thought

guilty of the irremiflible Sin of Moderation, ask Pardon for

making it to center in the King. In a word, the good Oc-

cafton of a Place has convinc'd more Non-Aflbeiators and

Non-AbjurorsthanNcnconformifts, and has converted more

B 2 State-



4 The Interejl of England^

State- DiiTenters than ever it has made Occafional Communi-
cants.

But tho none are innocent, yet all are for hindring.

Occalional Conformity. A Keligious Teft for the Occafi-

onal Communicants is thought neceflary by thofe very Men,
who have of late inveighd very warmly againft Civil

ones, while there is this remarkable difference: That the

Diffenters have all along excepted againfl the Secular Power
in Sacred Matters, tho none have ever queflion a its Autho-
rity to make us give any Civil Security for our Allegiance.

But it lliouldfeemthac Diffenters are not to have Neighbour's
fare. They are to be treated as Exceptions from Human Na-

Th-cafeof^^^^-'
snd from that itanding Rule of dealing with our fellow-

theToiera- Creaturcs, as we would be dealt by. A certain Author
thn recog- Writing very lately about the Toleration, has thought fit to
n/^v, ^ give this Rule a new turn, and only to dired the Church to
^--- '• *5- 3eal by others as otheis would deal by them. So that I fliall

not enquire ^hal is dttetothe Noyiconformifis from the- Government

i>y the Law of Nature^ and the firfl Notions of SMbje^ion : Since

upon the Principles that Men go at prefent, that is not like

to make any great Impreffions. Beiidesthat this part of the

Argument has been fo excellently well treated by an able. Pen,
mfowe Letters conurmngTclcratien^ that it would be a folly to

fay any thing more upon that Subjedt, than to repeat or re-

print em. i fhall therefore take the other part, and only en-

deavour to fliew, how Eno^land ought to behave herfelf to the Dif-,

fenters^ from the Advantage or Difadvantage fhe may receive from

them, according to the different Influence that her different Carriage

may have upon them, Poffibly Intereft may be heard when
Jufiicecan't,

This is the Queflion in g,eneral. Now fince the Govern-
ment and the Church of England are the only two Bodies^

vvhofe Carriage can aifetfl the Diffenters , and lince their Car-
riage can be (compar'd with what it is at prefent) but either

moderate or fevere, this general Quefiion mufl confill ofthefe

two. 1 . (f^hether it, be the Inter
efl of the Government to treat the

Difjenters wiih Severity or Ahderation ? And, 2. IVhich of the Two,

whatever he the Interefi of the Government^is the Ivterefl ofthe Church ?

The pre fen: Carriage of the Government to the Diffenters,

is



in reffeSl to Trotejiant Dijfenters^.

is known to confift in a Toleration of their way of Worllilp^

and an AdmilTion of any of that Perfwafion, to enjoy any

Place or Oibce, upon his receiving the Sacrament according to

the manner of the Church of Erjgland, at his firft AdmifTion.

Kow then if the Government wou d carry it more feverely to

the Diifenters, it muft either make a new Teft, which wou'd

particularly keep the Didenters out of Offices of Truft 5 or

take away the Laws that Tolerate 'em all, and leave 'em to

the Penalty of thofe Statutes which oblige 'em to worfhip

God according to the manner of the Church of England only :

This would be Severity in the Government. And 'twou'd be

Severity in the Church to ufe her interell (which is very con-

fiderable upon many accounts) with the Governm.ent to pro-

cure if. But on the other hand, if the Government wou'd car-

ry it Moderately and Kindly to the DilTenters ; it muft at leaft

let things remain as they are, without any alteration^fo their

Prejudice, whicli fatisfies the DilTenters well enough : Or if

the Government wou'd carry the good-natur'd Part further,

and give higher Inftances of its Kindnefs and Defires to ob-

lige, it muft enlarge or remove the prefent Tefl *, repeal thofe

Penal Laws which are level d againft die DilTenters ^ and com-

prehend or fettle them by Law, as they have the prefent E-

flablilh'd Church. But tho thefe are things that the Diflfenters

cou'd notbutbewelipleas'd with, yet poflibly they are nor
fo very proper to be thought of at prefent, and which they

ar€ well enough contented without. But be that how it will,

'tis certain that one or the other of thefe wou'd be Inftances of

'

grateful Moderation in the Government : And it wou'd be fuf-

ficient Moderation in the Church, if llie wou'd ufe her Intereft

to procure it.
. ,

.

r
But I am fenfible, thatwhilft Im treating this part of my

Subjea, I handle a tender Point, and that I ought to handle it

tenderly. An angry Humour has enilam'd our Parties to a

very great degree. We fwell and look big on each other, and

the Tumour has a great many fufpicious Symptoms, which

make it look not fo likely to fcatter as to break. May the

great Phyfician prefcribe the Lenitive which may abate the In-

flammation, and render Incifionsand Amputations ufelefs. For

what Hand this Application is referv'd, God only knows. But
that
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that I mayn't in the mean while fret and chafe a Sore, which
I wou'd do all that is in my power to mitigate, I Qiall forbear

inquiring, l^hethcr it ivofi^d he for the Irtterefh of England to enlarge .

the Tefiy and comprehend or fettle the Dijfertting way of TVorfhip ?

And only prove, that to frame a Teft, which fliall make the

rvaj to Places and Offices of TruR, not only inaccelTible to Dif-
fenters, but more diffciilt than that already in being, is agahfi
the Interefi of the Government and of the Church, Whether this

Teft makes the way to a Place uneafy or perfedly bars it up,

there is no great difference : For you ftill affedt the Diflenters

in their Confcience or their Intereff, two tender Parts, which

like the Apple of the Eye you cannot touch but you muft

hurt. So that if the Government lliould but endeavour to

msie the Admiilion to a Place more difficult, and (hould on-

ly endeavour that, by forbidding Perfons in Office to go to Dif-

fenting Meetings, without infliding any Penalty, but barely

that of making their Office to them to become void ; or by any

other the moft gradual and infenfible Methods that can be con-

trived j and yet flill I think it may be prov'd, that ic would be

both againft the Intereft of the Church, and of the State. Only
by the way, let the Reader take notice, that if it be prov'd,

that this, which is the loweft Inftance of Severity to the

Diilenters, be againfl the Intereft of England: it vvill follow

of courfe, that all higher Inftancesare much more fo.

That my Arguments may be the clearer, Fll only fuppofe

that this Carriage will difobUge the DifTenters- And this I be-

lieve no body doubts : Yet left my Reader (liould think me
too bold in begging this Propofition, let him but confider,

whether it will not difoblige'em to deprive em of Places and

Offices of Truft, and to enrich thofe with the Spoils, that

are either Enemies to them, to the Government, or to both ?

Whether it will not be the fureft way to exafperate them, to

hinder them from enjoying the Advantages of the Govern-

ment, w ho were fo hearty in eftablilhing the Succeffion, as

well as the late Government, and have been fo inftrumenral

in maintaining the Honour and Dignity of ^ the prefent one?

Whether it will not be the greateft Affront to them, to

make fuch a Teft, as does in effed reprefent them to the

World as having Principles, which render them unfit to

be



in re/peB to Trotefliint D'ljfenters] 7»

be trufted ? And from whence a Man muft be forc'd to

conclude, that the Government takes the Diflenters for more

dangerous Men, than thofe who difpens'd with our Laws and

betray'd our Charters. Since tho the Projea: to incapacitate

the latter for a Term of Years was laid afide, becaufe it would

have narrow'd the Foundation of our Liberties : Yet a Teft

to incapacitate DilTenters for ever is introduc'd, tho no Body

pretends that fuch a Teft is the way to enlarge ir. Befides that

People would be the more apt to make this Inference, becaufe

elfe it would not be eafy to account, how it comes to pafs, that

fome (hould be treated worfe for adting according to their Con-

fcience,than fome others for acting againft it. Nay and in fliort,

from whence a Man rauft collect (as every one muft from a

Negative Teft, that Ihould only forbid Men to frequent or go

to Diftenting Meetings) that the Government thinks theDif-

fenters more unfit for Places of Truft, meerly becaufe they

worfhip God in a Meeting, than ic does an Atheift, a Deift,

aSocinian, or a Libertine, that either owns no God, orwor-

ftiips none after a Chriftian manner- If chefe Confequences be

not jufily drawn, why muft there be a Teft contrived againft

pretended Schifmatics, whtw there is none in Being or Defign?

againft thofe more heinous Offenders ?

But if the Reafoning be juft, how unaccountable will it be

to punifli Men, who hitherto ftand unconvicted, by depriving

'em of a Legal Capacity to receive the Honors and Profits

of a Place of Truft ? This is equal to afFe(5ting a Man's Pro-

perty by a Fine, or to the depriving him of a Legal Capacity

to receive the Benefits of a Legacy or an Executorftiip. A
Man has a Right to enjoy nothing in a Country, but what he

enjoys by Law ^ and he has an equal Right to every thing that

he fo enjoys. And confequently every Deprivation of any

thing which he enjoys by Law, is equally a Puniflimenc in

Kind, tho not in Degree. Now the Diftenters at prefent have

a Capacity by Law, upon giving the Sacramental Security

that they aie not Popiih Recufants, to hold any Place, which

any other of their Peers, or Fellow- fubjeds of the fame

Rank and Station, can hold or enjoy. And they have at pre-

fent as much Rlglit to this Capacity, as to any part of their

Property, or to their Capacity to take by Teftament, &c.
And
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And tlierefore to deprive them of the Capacity to hold a

-Place, is as much a Panidiment inkind, as to deprive them
of anyot the other. And indeed it is greater than a Fine in

degree : For Incapacitating a Man to receive the Profits of

fome Places, which Diflenters have at prefent a Capacity to

receive, is a Punifliment much more fevere than the incapa-

citating chem by a Fine to hold a Imaller Part of tlieir Pro-

perty, which before they had a Capacity to enjoy. Andtho
every Citizen has not a Right as a Citizen to every Office, no
more than he has a Right to every Legacy ; yet as every Citi-

zen, as fuch, has at all times a Capacity to take a Legacy, and
a Right to it, when it is bequeath'd him by Teftament, accord-

ing to a due Form of Law, till he forfeits it by fome Offence

:

So every Citizen, as a Citizen, has at all times a Capacity,

till he forfeits it, to hold an Office 5 and a Right to hold ic

when it is confer'd upon him, according to the Method which
the Law prefcribes- No doubt when it is forfeited in either

of the Cafes, he may be deprived of it •, but then fuch a De-
privation muft neceflarily be allow'd to come under the Noti-

on of a Punilliment. This has been deny'd indeed by a late

r/;ec.;^i")/' Author J but purely for want of diftinguilliing between the
the Toier. Capacity to hold an Office, and the adual Right to execute it.

recoini^d. By confounding thefe two Idea's, his whole Argument be-

conies fophiftical and faulty : And yet he builds a moft malici-
P- '^' cus and a far-fetch'd Remark upon it, altogether unworthy of

that better Temper, which appears in a great many other pla-

ces of his Book.
Thus far a Teft, that incapacitates DiiTenters to hold Places

for going to feparate Meetings, puniflies them all 5 but it will

punifli thofe much more feverely, who will be thereby de-

prived of Offices which they actually poflefs Thefe Offices they

hold by Law, as much as they hold their Eftate, or any other

Right which they enjoy. And as no Man can be depriv'dof

any Right or any part of his Property, but under the notion of a

Punillirnent ; fo can no Diflenter be depriv'd of his Office but in

the fame way. And indeed the Punillim.ent will be none of the

mildell I'm fure it will be more fevere than the Fines of
fome late Reigns. For depriving the DifTenters of the Emo-
luments of lome Places, is depriving them of more Mony,

to
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to which they have a Right at prefent> than the Fines did,

which were levy 'd by A(5ts made in the Reign of K. Charles

II. And lince that Author allows that to puniili Men for wor-
iViippingGod according to their Con fcience, is Per fee ution ^

lie and all the ^\'oild muft allow that the Te(l we h;iye been

difcourfing of, is a Perlecu'-ion in the flrii^led f^nll'. Nei-

ther my rime, nor a Pamphlet of this nature uill allow ms>
to enter into a ftridter examination of that Author's Argu-
ment. But I believe I have faid enough to a Miii oi his good
lenfe to convince him, and vindicare his DilTeiuer, whoin he

has pi eft to give up the Caufe: As he muiiall, that have not

leilure or capacity to conlider vv[iat he advances. Foritmuft
beown\i, that Gentleman writes with uncommon ilrengtli

and accuracy where his Caufe will bear it, and with as much
artifice where it won't-

By this it appears how hard fuch a Teft will bear upon all

who are poflefs'd of any fort of Offices : But how much har-

det will it prefs thofe, who are pollefs'd of any Offices,

'u hich they have bought ? Thefe Offices are Freeholds ; and

it affcding them for the fake of a Man's Confcience be not

Perfecun'on, nothing fure can be meant by that Word under

Martyrdom or Imprifonment. And yet I fancy the greateft

Stickler for t'lis Teft would be unwilling to ftand to that

fenfeof the Word in his own Cafe, as a Teft of the thing

it felf. And Mulds or Confifcation would go near to con-

vince him, th.'it tliis Signification of the Word was too re-

ftrain'd. Thefe Offices, of which the DifTenters are to be

ftript by this Teft, were purchas'd but under fuch Limitations

as have been comply'd with : And Iiow a new Limitation can

be foifted in, after the Purchafe is made,, without Injaftice, is

above the Underftanding of a Subject. There's no doubt in^

d^cd but the Government may impofe any new Limitation for

its own Security, without Injuftice-, but how fuch a Limitati-

on, as only hinders iMens worfhipping God in a Meeting, can

be a Security to the Government, is as much out of the reach

of a common Capacity as the former. And really fince this

new Limitation can be only deiignjd to limit Mens Confcien-

ces or their Interefts, it requires a very meraphyiiral Head to

diftinguifli it from an open Encroachm.ent upon the Liberty of

Cenfcience. The two Notions are in my mind fo infeparably

C con-



1 o The hterejl of En^land^

connedledi that nothing can divide them bat the Slight

of a Jefulr. This will be plainer yet to any one who
coniidersj that this Teft will not only deprive Men of Pla-

ces of Truft and Honour which they have bought, but of Pla-

ces of meer Profit too. Now till Faggots Oiould enlighten a

Man's Underftanding, or a Party of Apoftolic Dragoons
{hould be fent to convince him, one can hardly conceive what
mighty Danger threatens the Government, if a Petty- Officer

at the Cuftom Houfe goes to a Meeting. And pray then

Where's the Security the Government can receive by a Li-

mitation, which fhould hinder him from frequenting 'em ?

-Efpecially if care (liould not be taken at the fame time

to force him to go to worlliipGod in a Church. This Con-
fideration fets the thing in a true Light. It difcovers the con-

ceard Perfecution, and the pretended Security of the Go-
vernment, and makes all real Advantages to difappear.

And if we yet farther add, that this new Limitation to which

the Confciences of a great many of her Majefty's good Sub-

jects, who have become Purchafers of thefe Places, can't fub-

mit, will deprive a great many of Places of Profit, which they

have not only bought, but by which they and their Families en-

tirely fubfift 5 The Mask will be quite taken off. And I'm fure

he muft have a Jefuits Forehead as well as his Subtlety, who
will pretend to deny, that, whatever be the Cafe of the refi of

the DifienterSjwhen this Tefl fliall take place, his Cafe will not

come under the notion^ of a fevere Perfecution, who has only

the Liberty to fin or to flarve.

And now one would think the HardQiips we have already

mention'd enough in Confcience to convince any Man, that

this Tefl will commence a Perfecution 5 and yet he'l be confir-

med in the Opinion, if he add this Confideration to the former,

That it will brand fo many innocent fober Men with fuch

Marks of Infamy and Difgrace. Reproach and Slander are,

in the account of the Sacred Writers, fome of the greateft

Trials of our Chriftian Courage, and fome of the higheft In-

ftances of our Militant State. And accordingly we are

particularly forewarn'd, and commanded to beforearm'd a-

gainfl 'em. Wherefore St. Panl gives them who flood

the Shock ol cruel Mockings, a place in that Glorious Lift

of Worthys, that he gives us in his Epiftle to the Hebrews.
Ifaac
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Ifaac himfelf was one of thefe PafTive Heroes, and fuffer'd the

Perfecudonof his Brother Khmael, the he was neither pu-

nilh'd with Stripes, nor Bonds, nor Fines, nor with the Fate

which another young Martyr receivM from the Hands of an

elder Brother. Reputation is a BlefTing next in Rank to our

Lives, and above that of Fortune. And a Punifliment that

tends to expofe any Men, as Perfons unfit for Society, is a-

bundantly more fevere than Fines and Amercements. And
yet fuch will be the punilliment and note of Dittindlion that

this Teft will put upon Diilenters •, tho none have fhewn grea-

ter readinefs to give the Government any aflurances of Fidelity

and Obedience. This Teft is at once Pilloring all Diflenters

:

A Puniihment much more fevere than the Mul<5tsof chelate

Reigns •, and e'en juft as confident with a Toleration ; Whicii

includes the lawfulnefs of the thing tolerated j whereas this

Teft puniflies it by more Ways than one, and necefTarily infers

it a Tranfgreftion of a Law. To promife a Toleration in

one Breath, and propofe fuch a Teft in the next j or to pretend

to continue the one, while the other is introduced, is a Raille-

ry altogether improper for a ferious AfTembly. Indeed it may
chance to pleafe fome hardned malicious Spirits : but at the

fame time it muft needs cut deep in a tender Con fcience-, and

make the Didenters, tho never fo averfe to forms of Prayer,

uie it as a conftant Litany 5 From fuch a Toleration good Lord

deliver us

!

However fuppofe, for once, a Diftenter furnlili'd with a

Stock of Stoicifm, fufficient to keep him in temper, under

thefe Reflexions : Can it be thought he woud remain fo,

when he confider'd, that fuch a Proceeding had in all probabi-

lity a further delign, than the bare exclufion of Diflenters

from Offices •, and was ?n Engine brought upon the Stage, oq
purpofe to repeal the Toleration ? Which he muft be very rea-

dily induc'd to believe. For fince 'tis no ways fafe nor pru-

dent, to difoblige a Body of Men, without putting it out of

their power to refent it •, nor to attack the Toleration, but by
leflening and weakning the number of thofe it tolerates 5 Ic

will not be ftrange if he concludes, that when once that Game
begins, aad Refolutions are taken to weaken the DifTenters,

their Extirpation is the thing intended. And will he not be

confirra'd in this Opinion, when he fees the Teft that ftaall be

C 2 cal-
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calculated for this End and Purpofe (by being fuchas (liall oii^

ly hinder Men in Office from going to Meetings^ to be con-

trived Hke a Net, that will keep back tiie DifTenters from Of-
fices, vvhihl it is large enough to let Libertines in Principle and-

Pradice pafs ; le(i it Ihou'd engage that fort ofMen to combine
with the DiflTenters, who by an united Force miglit h.^ppily

break it > For if it were meerly the Defign to keep all ill Men
out of Offices, and it were allow'd that the D?:i[eniers were
illiMen*, yetaTeft (that was to keep out ill Men, as fuch)

ought not to be contrived to keep them our alone, unlefs

they were the only ill Men, or the woril in the Kingdom.
And by the way, tfio the Free- Thinkers oi the Age, as they

arepleas'd toflile themfelves. may imagine, that a Teft, thac

forbids Men in Office to go to Meetings, does not slfecl them
in the leaft •, yet that is the only Cnrnfoit rhit an honeft

Dlflenter can take in luch aTeil:, thst after thofe Gentlemen

have willingly feen the Diffenters in Office robb'd of the

Liberty they juflly enjoy, they 11 quickly after find themfelves

depriv d o^ (ut Liberties, which if they don't un] jftly enjoy,

one cannot but faytl ey have manifeftly abus'd.

Thefeareihreud Prejudices that fomething more is intend-

ed by this Tefl:, than making an laclofurc of the Offices of

England, for th.e benefit of the Church, and reftraining the

Dillenters from the advantage of Places, wliich before lay

open to them with the relt of their Neighbours. When
Alterations are on foot, and a Common is encroach'd upon and

c-nc'ios'd, the next Field is not out of danger oi being laid

f.psn ^ efpecially if the fame Power, and as fair a pretence caji

he made tor tlieone as for the other. '
! is bat a ftep from

ena£^ting.a Law inconliftent with that of the Toleration, to

the repealing the Ad i,t felf : And a Goal or a Halter is ufually

d'e Preferment mn lucceeds to the Pillory or the Cart •^ and

i?> certainly the fliortefi way to fecure ill men from doing

Mifchief. Divefting thoie of Power who are the bell Friends

to a Toleration, and fubverting the Conftitution (which ifthe

Reader will not take for granted, to be the eff^ds of this Tcft

at prefent, he iliall have Demonfl: ation for by and by) is but

plucking up firfi: the Stakes, and then the Hedg it felf which

is about the Liberty of Confcience, and which proteds that

(acred Exemption from the ravage of every wild Beaft, and of

every
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every common Trefpaflfer. And when this Fence fliall be taken

away, tfie Toleration has nothing but a bare Word for its

Security. And tho there's not the leaft reafon to imagine

that there wi!l ever be any occafion given to call the Religious

obfervation of one Promife in queftion^ yet there's as Jittle

reafon to depend upon the Security of any other, after

we have feen how ligh: fome have made ot it them-

felves, who have pretended to a more than ordinary

fliare of Reputation and Credit. So that it mufl: be

own'd that when ever this comes to be the cafe, the Tole-

ration will ftandupon a vu-y narrow Bottom : And 'tis hard

to believe (fince to Goitand Wife men what is the Event in

Ad, is Defign in Foi elight) that 'tis not at prefeat undermin'd.

Her Majefty has d^clar'd, that (he will exclude all Diilenters

from Places, fo that the ^llhurch lias nothing to fear from 'em.

But if this woii^ fatisfy, and they muft ftill be incapacitated by
Law, and remov'd from the Legillative as well as the Executive

Power of England, one would be ready to think that the Dif-

fenters have every thing to fear from the Church. Now can

any DiriencerfeeaTefcfet: on foot, which dees mt only appear

to him «^^W, end ungrateful^ partial atjd p'vere '^ neither frocur'd

irfhif Demerit
s-i

nor conjiftent mth his Privileges -^ hi^t which threa-

tens the Liberty of. his Confcience too^ the moft valuable Blefling

that the iste happy Revolution could confirm^ to him;
more valuable tar than the Security of his Civil Liberties or

Eftate: Can any Diiienter, I fay, feethis,aad not bedlfoblig'd ? Frefat.

The Reader that can fuppofeic muft go farther than a late Au- Difcourfeto

thor, and not only deny a Diflenter the Reputation of the Pro- ^" Exami-

teftant Religion but the Privilege of Humanity •, and muft "y^^^'^J'^

fuppofe him to be fometliing inferioar to a Machine of Paft- yj/^, gf fij^

board, which complains and makes a Noife when you wound ^9 Articles^

it, and not a Man of like PafTions with himfelf. And indeed &^c.p-fc<y

,

were all that made Pretenfions to the Proceftant Reiigion,Chrif- g'^^^^^i^
tiansof that Author's iiz?, I doa'c knoA' whether any body y-,^.^'""/],^

'*

would have reafon to be angry with him for difpucing them the convocati-

Title. 0/7,
Jan. 30.-

Now it is a Maxim of all Governmiencs to prevent any un- ^7o».

eafinefs in their Subje^^s, that would make them think of Al-

terations-, and 'tis plain that thofe Governments are the moit

happy, which Oblige their Subjei^s, and engage 'em in their In-

teref^
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tere/l by a prefent Advantage, or^ the hopes of a future one.

And we know fome at no great diftance, fupported in a man-

ner by the Afififtance, that a careful regard to this Principle

affords, againft an infinite number of Preffures, that muft

otherwife have unavoidably funk them. What then can make
us think it for our Intereft to take a quire contrary courfe?

For it will appear from the nature of the thing, as well as from

Experience, that Uneafinefs under any Government unhinges a

Man from that Government that makes him uneafy: And ac-

cording to its different Degrees, and the different Paffions that

govern the uneafy Man,makes him either Ufelefs or Prejudicial.

If he be of the mildeft Difporirion,which carries him to extenu-

ate an Injury, and his Uneafinefs rifes no higher than Jealoulies

and Sufpicions, yet this Man will become ufelefs. But if his

Natural Temper carries him to Refent and Revenge, he is very

likely to become Danger ohs. For he's very likely to dread the

Government, when he don't revere it : To fret and to com-

plain,to fower his own Blood and taint his Neighbour's, and to

carry things farther than a good Subje(5t, and an honeft Man
ought. Love is the beft Obligation to Duty,for 'tis Conftant and

Effedual : Whereas Fear can only make Men do their Task by

halves, when their Mafter's Eye is over them.-, but can never

make the Matter fecure,when his Back is turn'd.

ifhe Diflenters have always been accounted Rebellious, by

fome, who would be thought the beft Friends of the Church.

Tho I think any body that cafts but his Eye upon our Hiftory

muft allow, that it the Diffenters have outdone the Church

in Principles of Rebellion, the Church has not come behind

them in Pradice. But if the Charge were true, it would

appear from hence at whofedoor it muft lie: Since they are

the caufes of the Rebellion, who provoke a Man to it. And
after Men are injufd, there's no way to obviate Revenge, but

by difabling them to make any. So that it would be no bet-

ter Policy to make the Diffenters uneafy, unlefs 'tis defign d

to confifcate or baniih them •, than to ftrike a Man, and not to

endeavour to put it out of his power to return the Blow. Af-

ter the Edi(5i: of Nants was repealed, extirpating the Hugue-

nots was abfolutely neceffary. Diflenters are confiderable

for their Number^ as well as their Subftance. Some who pre-

tend to have confidered the matter, compute them, according

to
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to the mofl modeft Computation, to bear the proportion pfone
to four. Would it be good Policy then to difobligeafouah

part of the People of England, and to fliake them off from
every dependance on the Government, but tliat of Dread
and Fear < Would it be prudence to tempt them to murmur

and repine, and fome violent wicked Spirits perhaps to rvhat is

vporfe? And that at a time, when, to the great grief of every

true Englifli-man, People feem to be fo univerfally jealous

and apprehenfive : When Love, the band of Society and
Perfedion, feems to be broken 5 and a great many of the

Cords with which we had bound up our Leaky Veffel, burft

afunder. Is this a time, when all Hands iliould be aloft,

trimming the Sails, and managing the Pump, to employ a
great many in cutting the Cords by which flie hangs together,

becaufe a ifew ignorant or treacherous Mariners pretend they

are rotten, and yet can produce no better, nor fo good, to

fupply their place ?

But I would not be miftaken. I don't fay the Diffenters

will ever carry it thus, and fret and repine againft the Govern-
ment, tho it ihould difoblige them •, contrary to their avow'd
Principles, and their peaceable Sufferings in fome of the late

Reigns. Nay, 1 muft own that their Principles would engage
'em to perform the Duty that they owe to a Government
(tho it (hould ufe 'em unkindly) for Confcience fake '-, com-
mitting their Caufe quietly to God, to whom Revenge be-

longs : And that the Patience oftheir Tempers inur'd to Paffive

Obedience, and accuftom'd to tiie Yoke from their Youth,
would make a quiet fubmifTion to Hardfhips more eafy to

them, than to any others in their Cafe. Their Sufferings in- ^f
"-^

deed may be reprefented as light and trivial at a diffance : But
J^^J^^'

^^'

they can't be thought fo, if we would but caft our Eye back * mrq.of
upon the Laws that were then made, or the manner of their ffamf.Let.

Execution: Together with the Nature of the Offence to °/^'^'^- f"

which thofe Penaltys were annex'd, and by whom they were ^'f^?*^^_
both enaded and infliiJied. Thefe were aggravating Circum- J^s Re-
i^ances, and would have made any Men revenge the Injury, fe^ions on

that had aded by that Principle, when it had been in their ^^ ^"('k'^ai^

-

Power, as it was allow'd by all to have been in the Diflenters
^f-'J^^f

power, in the Reign of K.James ^. But lam fure, notvvith- J^£„^//
(landing all thepeaceablenefs and patience of mens Tempers convoc,'.

and^ i^»
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and Piiaclples, till the PafTive-Obedience-Mongers havearga-

ed Anger and Revenge out of human Nature, a Government
fiiOuldingood i^olicy, treat its Subjeds as Men of PafTions,

and not as Men made up of Principles; And muft exped,

iince Mens Pailions are ftronger than their Principles, that Se-

verity -.vill make Men forget their Principles, or contradict

them. Or that if they (hould not, but lliould have Virtue e-

noughtoadabove Revenge, that it is not the Intersil of fuch

a Government to give ihem an opportunity to exercife rhofe

Virtues, which inuft put that Government to the biaih : And
make the World confefs, that inllead of dei'erving fevere

Treatment, they were the Men ((inceth=y are truly great and

fit to Rule, who are he to Suffer) that are to be obiigd with

Officesof Truff j if it be the Decrees of Heaven, that it

fhould ever maintain its Reputation and Honour. What I

havefaid, that I may nor be mifunderftood, Ml fum up in

thefetwo Words, That he who (hould advife the Govern-

ment to w<?% <? TV
f?, that will difoillge the DijfeTiters^ in hopeS

that they woMWrefem it, deligns ill to the Security of the Go-

vernment ; And that he who ihould do it, in hopes that they

"WOXaXd hear it rolth a ChriftiAn Patience^ is an Enemy tO the ^<?-

futation of the Goverament, and to the Cliriftian Faith.

Thus much tiierefore is plain upon the Suppolition, that a

Teft tiiat (liculd bar Diflenters from Places would difcb.ige

them, that \l\\Q\l\d endanger the Government, And I think it

will appear yet much more plainly, that fuch a Teft, if it

ihould not ruin it, ir.uft neceilarily weaken it, and tend to fub*

vert the Conftitution. For as to the hrft. Vv'illit not rob the

Government of the Service of a gre.it Body of Aien-, who are. aS

billing and as able to ferve in the Commifjions of Taxes, Peace

and Lieutenancy i in the Bench of Alderm.en and AiliflantSi

in the Courts of Judicature, and Ottices of Siate •, or in

Commands at Sea or Land, as any of their Fellow-Citizens?

Will it not take all Didenters out of our Navy, and keep

them from lifting themfelves for our Land-Service? Orisic

to beexpeded, that any will undergo the Dingers aud Fa-

tigues of a common Souldier, or a Seaman: who knows he

can never receive any greater Reward than his common Pay ?

No, the fame Anhver, upon all accounts, muftbe expec'ted

from a DiiTenter, if he ftiould be ask'd to enter into her Ma-
jefty's
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^efty's Service, that tlie common People of Rome made,
when cliey were delired to give their Names to the Service,

afteriheybad been ill us'd by the Patricians: '' Let chem
'' fight the Battels [laid they] of the Commonwealth, who
" lliareifs Advantages. But lince we are to have none of the
*• Emoluments of a War, well have none of its Dangers. L'^-^- -

If fuch a Teft as this had been in force under the lad Govern-
ment, had it not depriv'd it of the Affidance of fome Dif-

fenters, in Places of the higheft Importance, who difcharg'd

the great Truft repos'd in them, to the fatisfadion of his late

Majefty of ever- glorious Memory, and to the Shame and Si-

lence of their Enemies ? Had it not depriv'd the City lately,

and when this Bill was firft contriv'd, of a Lord Mayor, wlio -5''>"Tho.

by the univerfal Ccnfent of all Men was thought to give a Pat- ^^^^y-

tern to all that (hould fucceed him ? Such was the Impartiality

and Wifdom of his Adminiftration, the Courtefy of his Be-
haviour, and the Order and Magnificence of his Oeconomy
and Entertainments. And would it not have eclips'd the

Glory of herprefent Majefty's Government, by having len-

dei'd his Royal Highnefs Prince George of Denmark incapable

of that High Truft, which he has executed to the great Ho-
nour of the Nation, in the Protedion of our Trade, and the

fignal Vidory that we have fo lately obtained ? Thefe are Co

many irrefragable Inftances* that frequenting other Places to

worfliip God has not render'd Men incapable of fer-

ving their Country in Fa(5t ; and that confequently, if

it had render'd them incapable in Law, it had drawn
away that Strength and Vigor from the Government,
which has contributed to make it reach its great Defigns

at home, and to preferve it a Terror to its Enemys a-

broad.

Thus you1l incapacitate all Diffenters for Offices : And
when you have done that, you need not do any thing more
to incapacitate them from bearing a part in the Lejf!flatare. Foi"

when they fliall no longer be in CommilTions in theCountys,

nor of the Bench in the Citys and Boroughs of England h their

Intereftin thofe, whom they are to reprefent, wliich depends

in a greater meafure upon their Power and Authority than tlieir

Capacity and Merit, muft neceflarily fink and fall. Now one

muft either fuppofe that the DiiTencers are really incapable oF

D being
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being ufeful in that Honourable Bed-/, or that the excluding

them muft be very prejudicial. But what Man or Paity can

have the impudence to deny, that the Houle of Commons
havereceiv'd the greateft AlTiftance from the accuracy and di-

ligence of feme Perfons and Families, that dilfent from the

Church of England*, and who are not lefs confiderable for

their Intereft in their own Countys and in Parliament, than

for their Capacitys of ufingic, to the Service of the Nation ?-

I have known DilTenters, who in their preaceftlntimacys have

not only afTur'd me, but given me convincing Reafons to be-

lieve, that it is no more for their Intereft, than it is in their

Power to fubvert the Church. This Principle muft keep thefe

Men from being dangerous in that great AfTembly : And-
would not their Intereff 5 which is known to be (c clofclv con-

ne(5ted with the Libertys of England, and the Moderation of

the Church, render thefe Men the moft highly ufeful in an

AfTembly, defign'd to be the Rampart of the Libertys of Eng-

land, againft any Encroachments of the Crown, which the

Mitre has bat too generally endeavoured to fupport ? The In-

ftanceof Mr. Alderman Love is very much to our prefenr pur-

pofe, who, tho a noted Diflenrer, was the moft zealous in

An, 1573. ^^^^ Long Parliament, in oppofing the Liberty, that K. Charles

the Second had given to the DilTenters, by fufpending all Penal

Laws about them, in a Declaration bearing date /J/^r./; 15.

167I: Declaringhe had much rather ftill go without tha: de-

fr'd Liberty, than have it in a way, that muft at the fame time

ruin the reft of the Libertys of his Country. And he was

tb.Q great Inftrument in getting the King's Declaration voted

illegal.

But there are yet other yp-rfs by wliich thQ Diftenters are of

TKore gemral Service, and in thofe too this Teft makes them ufe-

lefs. It cuts them off from the Body, and hinders them from

performinguny Miniftry to the whole. For is it to be expec-

ted that they (hould give any AiTiftance to thole, that they

think would ufe it to make them miferable? And thither all

Unesfinefs tends, in a greater or a lefs degree. I confefs if

the DifTenters were all of them_ an inconliderable parcel of

People, poor and ignorant, without Intereft or Influence-,

Their being in the Intereft of the Society, could do us no fer-

vic^ } nor their being feparated fron:i it, any hurc But ilnce
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t great rriiny of the Diflenters are Men of Senfe and Subftance,

con(iJerab!e by their Monys vefted in Trade, and the (hire

they have in the Lands of England 5 and who, with the Af-
/iftanceof the Government, cou'd makeaconiiderable Inte-

refr for its Support : Ic wou'd be worth the while to confider,

whether any of the little Ends, _ that the Enemys of the Dif-

lenters lliould propofe by difobliging them, cou'd coiinter-

ballance tiie lofs oUheir Direclion arid their Purfe. To make the

DifiTenters unconcerned for the Commonweal, is difcharging

fo many private Sentinels, that are generally the firft that take

and give the Alarm of any Dangers .that threaten us ; and it's

a forcing them to withdraw the Supplys they ufed to af-

ford.

The ready Subfcriptions of Mony to the Government, wa^
the moft melancholy profpecft the French King had, during the

late War. For ic was a certain fign, that while our Will was
good, our Treafure w^as not to be exhaufted. And tho there

is more Blood in the Body now, than there was during fome of
thelaft Years of the late War, when Flanders drew away fo

coniiderable a part of our Nourifhment •, yet if the Govern-
ment (h3uld cut off the DilTenters from all hopes of Protec-
tion, Favour or Preferment, poflibly it wou'd find that one of
her main Arterys was cut, which us'd to bring her Exchequer
a conftant Supply. We (hould learn then who were the Men
that advanced Mony during the late War with that readinefs

and eafe, which could always fupport our Credit, revive us

under our greateft Difcouragements, and damp our Enemys
in the midrt of their Succefs. 'Tis in vain to think, that the

Diflenters, if they once come to be jealous of a Defign againfl

them, will ever be tempted by the little Baits of Difcouats
and Intereff s, to alTift any Perfons to ruin them. Self-prefer-

vation, which no other Principle can ftifle or reliff, will keep
them from lending a Sword to any that they fufped will turn

its Point upon the Men that lent it. And if once our^Subfcrip-

tions (lull come to fail, France will not have much to fearv

But, there is the lefs need to infill on this, fince we have been
convinced more than once, how the remotefl Attempts of
this nature have affe,5led the Public Credit.

Since tlien it appears in many fnflances, and in the nature ol

thsThiiig, that r.")ilTenters maybe ufeful Members of the So-
D 2 cietf
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ciety, to what end are they to be cut off ? The Strength and-

Order of a Country ccniiHs in the Number of foberufeful In-

habitants : And to rob it of fiich hihabitancs. or to ty up their

hands from doing Service, is the higheft Treachery any ran be

guilty of. 'Tis like tfiat barbarous Surgeon, r.iro having a-

notheriflhis Power, nnd finding himfelf unrafpecled, Ihould

cut off a found or ufeful Member, to ruin or enervate a Body>

committed to his care to corroborate and preferve. Anguftuu

in one of his mofl tender Minutes, and when he was affedted

with the greateft concern for his Country;, obferving that the

diflolute Lives of the Equeflrian Order, hinder'd the encreafe

of Rome, told them, " That they were guilty of Murder, Im-
" piety, and Sacrilege, and had blended fuch a variety of
" Crimes together, that he knew not what Names to give
" them or their Wickedneft. What would he then have faid

if they had depopulated a Country well inhabited -, or, which

is the fame thing, if they had rendred thofe Inhabitants meec

Burdens of the Earth, ufelefs and unferviceable ? I cannot

fum up what 1 have faid, both upon the Dlfadvantage and

Danger that v;ill accrue to England by difobliging tlie Diilen-

ters, better than in K. Charles the Second's words to his Par-

Feb. \6. liament, after he had feen the EflPet51s of Perfecution •,

i^dy. *' Where he recommends to them ferioufly to think of fome
" courfe to beget a better compofure in the Minds of his

" Proteffant Subjecfts in Matters of Religion, whereby they
** might be. induced, not only to Jnhmlt quietly to the (jovern-

*' went^ but alfo c'^e.irfully to give their JJijlance to it. To this

Opinion of his, and to what has been faid upon thefe Heads,

the Refoiucion made in tha^ entirely Protellant Houfe of

Commons, whofentupthe Jbxclufion Bill, upon the Penal

Laws, isvery pertinent-, which tho it indeed relates immedi-

ately to them, is by an equitable conftrudion as referable to

this new TefK *" Refolved, that it is the Opinion of this

** Houfe, That the Profecution oF Diffenters upon the Penal
" Law s (\i will be as true of any other Penal Laws or Hard-

"*'
ihips, as of thofe that were then in being) is at this time grie-

* VOUS to the Subje(5t, a weAknwg of the Protefiant Interefl, an
'' Encouragement to Popery, and dangerotis to the Peace of the

*^ KirJgdow.

But
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But pofTibly ^twill be faid that, The Effed of this Tea will

be only like tiie eating away proud Flelli, that better may come
in its room- Very likely lb in truth : For fober diligent con-

fcienticus Men, and who hold no Principles dangerous to the

Conftitution, are indeed very ill Members of a Society : And
on the other hand Non-Abdicato^s, Non-Aflociators, and

Non-Jurors are muc!) more ufeful Men to fome certain Purpo-

fes than Non-Conformiils. And when the latter muft be kept

our, there will be fo many Vacancy?, that the others muft of

necelTity be put in, and continued to iupply their place. Then
the hopes o^ the Golden Age will begin to revive the droop-

ing Spiritiof a great many good Men, who had fainted, if they,

had not lived to fee tljis fair profped of Salvation 5 by feeing

thofe Gentlemen fill the Offices of England, who never qua-

lified themfelves by Civil Tefts (the very thing they unjuftly

blame the DiHente; s for, in that of a Religious one) till Ho-
nour or Advantage, or it may be the Defigns of greater Ser-

vice engaged diem to take their Swear, as they are plea fed to

pbrafe it : Who were againft the Abdication of the late K.

James, the AfTociation to (upportK- William, and the Abju-

ration of the pretended Prince of Wales, in order to main-

tain her Majeiiy's unqueftionable Right to the Throne, and the

Succeflion in the Proteftant Line.

But further: Incapacitating Diflenters, will not only wea-

ken this happy Government, by removing a great many of

its Props and Suppoi-ts at the prefenc ; but fnbvert the FomdA-

tlcn on which ^tis hilt. Every one knows that the Eiigli(h Co»-

ftitutioH confifts of the Prerogatives of the Crown, and the

Libertys of the People. "Now 'tis certain that this Conftitu-

tion can only be prefer v'd by a Ballance of Power, or of In-

clination. That is, to explain my felf, either by a Power in

the Crown, as able to maintain its Prerogative, if the Peo-

ple ihould have an Inclination to invade it ; as the People have

to maintain their Privileges, if tlie Prince (hould have an In-

clination to retrench them : Or if the Crown has not a power

to maintain its Rights, equal to the power the People have to

maintain theirs^ then the Prerogative of the Grown muft

fubfift, either by .taking away an Inclination from all the Peo-

ple of invading the Prerogative (which is hardly pofiTible) or

from fuch a paFt of them, as may oppofe others that have fuch

2 I
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aDefign. And the latter is alhhat the Crovyn can do here

to its own prefervaiion- For fmce the Queen's Lands are not

confiderable, nor her Tenants many --, Since her P^evenues are

not great, nor her Domeflics nunaerous, nor her Officers of

State independent on the People j Since rtiecan neither raife

nor borrow Mony without the Confent of Parliament : The
Crown has no native or inrernal Power (as it has in abfolute

Monarchys) to preferve it Telf •> but depends upon an Inclination

in a Majority of the People (as the Crown of Ifrael did) to

maintain it.

The People on the contrary have an internal Power by their

Number, Property and ready Mony, to maintain their own
Privileges againfl: any ufurpation. So that the Cafe of the

Prince and the People are jaft oppofite: For as the Preroga-

tive has an inward inability to maintain its felf, and depends

upon a Foreign Inclination •, the People have an inherent Pow-
er to maintain their Libertys i which can beinjur'd by nothing

but an Inclination in a part of their own Body to betray 'era,

in order to enlarge thofe of the Crown. So then ; As the

Security of the Crown (as we remark'd but juft now) de-

pends upon this, that no Body of Men fuperior to the refl,

lliou'd have an Inclination to rob the Prerogative-, fo the

Security of our Libertys depends upon this, that no Body of

Men fuperior to the reft fliould have an Inclination to betray

thofe Libertys, in order to enlarge the Prerogative of the

Crown. By this time I promife my felf, I have futficiently

explain'd the meaning of a BalUnce of Power^ and of Partjs or

IncUnntion, And I hope it will not be taken amifs : For when
we know that the Sphere of our Libertys, and the Prince's

Prerogative, are not preferv'd like two Globes, fupportedby

proper Pedef^als, able to bear their own weight \ but rather

like two of Des Cartes 's Whirlpools, by. having either ane-

qaal and neceflary Power to preferve themfelves, or an e-

liual Power by accident to hinder mutual Deflruition, we
fhall, it may be, take more proper Methods to preferve

them.

This by the way. But to return: An Inclination to pre-

ferve the Prerogative of the Crown depends upon fuch Princi-

ples as thefe-. That it is as much the lawful Right ofthe King,

aiid as much for the Inrerefl: of England, for the Prince to

enjoy
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enjoy his Privileges (which arecall'dthe Prerogative) as 'tis

for the People to enjoy theirs- And an Inclination in the Peo-
ple to preferve their Rights, depends upon fuch Principles as

chefe ; That a King is a Minifter of God, made to rule by the

Confent oi the People, upon condition that he lliall pre-

ferve the People in their Rights and Privileges-, and forfeit

their Allegiance when he breaks them. On the other fide, an
Inclination in the People to give up their own Rights, and to

enlarge the Prerogative of the Crown, depends upon fuch

Principles as thefe : That Kingly Power is of Divine Right:

That it can be tranfmitted only by a defcent in the Right Line :

And that when it is fo tranfmitted, there can be no Abufe in

itsExercife, for which the King can be accountable, or which
the People ought not quietly to bear-

If things then be thus, we need no more, to come to a cer-

tain knowledg of what is the Ballance of England ', and whe-
ther a Teft which weakens the Diilenters, tends to preferve

or deftroy it i than to know who are the Men to whom thefe

Principles refpec^ively belong : And that is not hard to de-

termine. The Whigs, of which the Diilenters have always
made a confiderable part (and with whom that Intered is fo

clofely connected and interwoven, that it can't fail to (hare

the fame fate) have been the Men noted for their Pvipular

Principles, and for having always ai^edfutably thereto, they
have been a firm Rampart to the Lioertys of the People a-

gaind all the Aifiuks of Arbitrary Power i and have (o hear-

tily oppos'd the Defignsof ill Reigns, as to get the Names of

Commonwejlchs men : But who to ihew tiiatjhey were choro'

Friends to our Conftitution, and were for defending thQ Pre-

rogative vefted in a good Prince, who they k'lew would ufe

it to their Advantage, and who deferv'd Marks of their

Gratitude, for the great Deliverance he had wrought, h^we
gonefo far on the obliging fide in the late Reign, as to be
term'd Apoflates and Courtiers, in reproach. So that to

contract the whole of this matter into as narrow a compafs as

we can, that it may be feen at one view, you may take this

AbdraLtof the Demonftration. If the prefervation of the

ballance or Conrtitution of England depends upon a preferva-

tion of the Prerogative on the one hand, and the Libertys of
the People on the otl\er : If moreover the Prerogative can't be

j
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preferv^G-, nor the Libertysof the People c'eftroy'd (whiy^

are the only Alterations we c:in fear) but by 2n Inclination in

ri^e People to preferve the one, and to give up the other:

If moreover thefe Inclinations to preferve the one, and not to

give up tl;e other, depend uporf Popular Principles-, and the

Whigs are the Men noted for thofe Principles, and a fteddy

PraCTice conformable thereto : And if laft of all, the Diffen-

ters are known to be the Msn, with whom the Whig Intereft

muftrife and fill: It is certain, that to weaken the DifTenters,

is to deftroy the Ballance of England.

Or if you will, you may view the Demonftration in this

Light. No Government can be happy but by one of thefe

three ways : Either by Wholefom Orders^ Good Afen, or Cautious

ones. Wholefom Orders make Legiflators and Magiftrates

both Wife and Honeft. Legiflators and Magiftrates that

are both Wife and Honeft, render fuch Orders needlefs by

their Wiidom and Honefty. And thofe that are cautious, do

the fame thing by their Craft and Fear. Lacedemon is an inftance

of the firft fort •, who by the meer iMeciianifm of her^ Rules

made it in a manner impolTible for any part of the Legiflative

or Executive Power to do amifs. Rome in its Infancy, and

under her Confuls, is an Inftance of the fecond ; who with-

out the help of good Orders, by the meer Virtue and Strength

of Genius, that was fo notorious in her Senators and Magi-
ftrates, rais'd her felf to be the Envy of her own, and the Ad-
miration of future times. Our own Country may ferve as

an Inftance of the third : Where I think 'tis beyond difpute,

that our Conftitution does not determine the A6lions of Le-

giflators, Magiftrates and Minifters,by any Mechanical Oecono-
iny;Which can make Knaves honeft, and Fools wife ^ but leaves

room for em, to fliew themfelves in their proper Colours

:

And fure we cannot be fo vain, as to brag of cur Race at pre-

(enr. It muft be own'd tiiat tlie Heroic Virtue that might
fupport us by its own force, and give a tincture to all that we
do, has been fpent fome Years ago.

Sincethen we cannot depend upon Mens Inclinations to be

honeft, we muft depend upon their Fear of being otherwife-

That Fear is only to be rais'd and fupporred by tlie view of a

Power that is able to call them to an account. But when the

far greater part of the Legiflature, Magiftracyand Miniftry,

OiiU
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fhall z^ by the fame Notions and Inclinations, who will tliey

then fear as their Check ? And yet 'tis evident, ihat both the

Check and all Regard to him will vaniQi and dirappear,w'hen ei-

ther of the Partys which are now pretty even, come to be wea-
kened or deftroy d. The Conftituticn of England confifts in a

Ballanceof Partys, as the Libertys of Europe do in a Bal*

lance of Powers. We find to our Coft that they are not to be
maintained by meer Treatys \ nor by the Honor of Sove-
reign Princes, and cheir want of Inclination to invade them ;

But that they are fupported and preferv'd by keeping every
Government in fuch Circumftances, as to be afraid to under-

mine the Libertys of Europe, or openly to attack them, left

the reft call them to account. But as when we fuffer any
Power in Europe to become exorbitant, and out of the reach

of the Reft, we deftroy the Libertys of Europe: So when
we allow one ofthe Partys in England to be above the Check
of the other, we muft bid farewel to its Libertys too. Thefe
are Maxims and Principles which we have had but too much
occafion of late to examine, and lefs Reafon to queftion,

fince we have examined them : So that 'tis irapoffible

they Qiould be forgot. And I hope they will not fail to

beapply'dtoaCafe, where they are fo pertinent and ufe-

ful.

And if we may be allowed to look Abroad, let us fee what
Confequences this Teft muft have there. We have at pre-

fent a TTreaty on foot for the uniting England and Scotland,

and for the making that but one Government, which Nature
has made but one liland. The Treaty has been recommended
with that earneftnefs from the Throne, both by iier prefenc

Majefty, and her Glorious Predeceflbr, and has been com-
ply'd with fo readily by both Houfes of Parliament, and
fo far proceeded in on both fides, that whatever be-

comes of the Succefsi the Defign ought to appear to be feri-

ous. And fure the Honour and Dignity of the Government,
and the Care of a future good Underftanding with that Neigh-
bour Country, (hould engage us to avoid every thing (unlefs

it were refolv'd to venture all to mortify Presbyterians) that

(hould give the leaft Sufpicion of fuch a Treaty's being ludi-

crous and collufive- I'm fure a Comprehenfion would be ve-

ry confiftent with the Scheme of an Union, and would con-

E vince
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vincc the Scots we were in earneft. I wiQi the Rule of Cori-

trarys may for once prove falfe •, and that ftraitning the Sa-

cramental Teft, and cramping the Diflfenters mayn't be as in-

confiftent with the Union, as 'tis with a Comprehenfion. If

we travel but a little farther from home, and view the Refe-

rence of our Ille to the Continent, we {hall find it has the Ha-
nour to be apply'd to, as the Head of the Confederacy, and^

the Prored^refs of the Libertys of Europe. But when fhe

has loft her own Libertys, or endangered them, is flie like to

remain in the fame Consideration ? No, 'tis for Free Govern-
ments to become the Patrons of the Opprefled. But a Coun-
try that has loft her own Libertys, will never have the honor
CO reftore or maintain thofe of her Neighbours. And her

Neighbours, we may depend upon it, will be wifer, than to

do her the Honor, of fuing for that, v^hich it will not be in

her power to give.

On the other hand, when we confider the Dependance
we have upon the Continent, as well as the Dependance the

Continent has upon us -, we find, to our great Satisfaction, that

we have Alliances with the Dutch, the King of Pruftia, and-

fome other Presbyterians of Germany. But is it likely that

rhey n;iould repofe any great Confidence in us, if we persecute

their known Friends, and the Men of their Stamp and Pro-

fellion ? Can they fuppofe that we can bear any good Will to

Presbyterian Allies, when we (hew fo little to Presbyterian

Subjedis? Such a Suppofition in them would be Fondnefs and

not Policy. For fince the peaceable Subjedion of the Pref-

byteriansj and their readinefs to ferve the Governmenr, won't

free them from the Government's Difpleafure ; Can our Fo-

reign Allies fuppofe their Service or Alliances can fecurethem

againil the like Difpleafure, when occafion ferves? It wasar*

gu'd I remember a few Years fince, when a Bill for difinheri-

ting Poprih Heirs was upon the ftocks, that we ought not to

deal feverely with the Papifts, becaufe it would beget a mif-

underftanding in our Popifh Allies : But I fuppofe our refin'd

Politicians will be able to find out fome Difparity in the cafe

of Presbyterians. It was faid too, that a Complaint being

made againft fome Perfons, by a Roman Catholic, for for-

warding that Bill, Theyexcus'd themfelves upon this account,

that in all likelihood it would break the Confede;:acy with

our
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our Roman Catholic Allies: Upon which Replyi he went a-

way pretty eafy under the Hardlhip. If this be true, and tlie

thing at that time was I remember very confidently reported,

and generally believ'd, there may be fome other effed ot this

Teft, befides breaking in upon Hypocrify. In the mean while,

by all that we have faid upon this Head, it appears, how fuch

a Teft as this muft afFe<5t our Credit, AllUnces^ and the BMUr^ce

cf Europe, as well as our own true Poize and Con[iitHtio>i, And
after I have named that, 'twere a Folly to fay any thing more
upon the fatal Confequences of fuch a Teft. Om Religion

and Libertj'^ OmProferiji2Si^ Trade j Our Peace and Credit^

The Integritj ofOur Councils '-, The Admlniflration of fuflicCj and
the Succefs q[ Our Arms : And io fay no more, Our happj E-
jiablijhment under a Protefiant ^liieen^ and the Succeffion in a Pro •

tefiant Line^ are all built upon our Conftitucion, and can't

fail to (hare the Fate of the Foundation which fupports

them.

And tlvas I have difpatch'd the firft Confideration •, What is

thelnteicftof the Government of England. Let us now
confider what is rhe Interefi of the Church, And for God's
fake, r5:;fthreii of the Church of England, do you confider it

well your ielves : Lay afide Prejudice and Paffion : Forget old

Quaneis, and little Piques of a later date: Bring a Mind wil-

ling ro be convinc'd and reconciled : And then tell me, Whe-
ther it can bt for the Reputation of a Chriflian Church, whofc
Duty ii: I's to reprefent the Meeknefs and Forbearance, the

Gen:lene(s and the Kindnefs of our Common Lordinallher
Proceedings, to ufe her Intereft with the Government to treat

the Dififenters with Severity, who are of the fame Body, and
have the fame Spirit, and are call'd in one and the fame hops
of our Calling ; having one Lord, one Faith, one Baptifra,

one God and Father of us all. Will this Carriage recommend
Religion, and be a convincing Proof, that that good Spirit of
Chrif^ guides you, whofe Prefence alone makes yoor A(5ls to

have any Force or Authority ? Or can it be an Inftance ofyour
Kindnefs, to deprive your Brethren, the Diffenters, of the

Advantages,to which their Birth gives them as juft a Title as a-

ny you can lay claim to •, and which by confequence they ought
equally to (hare ? Can a De(ign to engrofs the Advantages of
the Society, when you bear but a part of its Burdens, pro-

E ^ ceed
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ceed from that Wifdom that is from above, which is kind,

gentle, pejceable, eafy tobe intreated, and which is equally

free from Partiality and Hypocrify ? Or has it nor rather that

Selfi'ibnefs, whofe Property it is to feek its own things, and
not the things of another, which difcovers it to be of a lower

Original ? And tho fome Men heated by fighting Prizes in Di-

vinity, and blinded by the Duft they raife, may fondly ima-

gine, that fuch a Proceeding will be taken for a juft Temporal
Difcipiine (a thing foreign to the defign of theGofpel) that

ought to be us'd to reclaim Schifmatics •, yet will not others,

that are in a better pofition to fee Truth then they, when they

confider how little of Spiritual Cenfure the Church of Eng-
land ufes to her corrupt Members, rather think fuch a Severi-

ty to be Opiniativenefs and Obftinacy, and an effed of Heac

andPaflfion, than any true Difcipiine us'd towards Members
that are cut off, in order to reftore them ? For will it be

poilible for you to maintain that Reverence and Efteem in the

Minds of Men, that belongs to you and to your Ecclefiaftical

Cenfures, when you commit the Error *, you have confeft

the Artifice of the Papifts had led you into in the late Reigns,

in the Severitys you ufed to the Diflenters ? and in breaking

the Promife you have fo often made to come to a t better

Temper, and never to be guilty of the fame miftake again ?

Or

* Bf. StUlingi^eet's Charge to hU Clergy at hU firii Vifitation^ p. 49.

An Apology for the Church of England with relation to the Spirit of Perfe-

eution mth which jhe U accufed, p. 6.

f The Bifhops in their Pecicion to K. James affure him, thzt their un-

willingnefs to readhu Declaration^ did not proceed from any want of Duty and

Obedience to hit Majefly, nor from any want of due Tendernefs to Diffenters,

in relation to whom they were willing to come to fuch a Temper^ as fjjould be

thought fit, when that matter ffiould be confidercd. And in their Advice to

«he faid King, they defire hn Afajefiy to ijfue out Writs for a Free and Regular

Furliamevt, in which the Church of England might be fecur. <f according to the

AH of Vniformify, and Provifion. made for a due Liberty of Confci-

erlce.

And in the account ot that Advice, entituled, An Account of the late

PfopfaL made by the Archbi/Jtop^ with fome other Bijlops to hit MajeJ}y, in a

Letter to ^f. B. Efq-, the Author has thu Paffage : I do affure you, and I am cer-

tain I have the beji grounds in tke while World jor my Affurance, that the

Bif^npswiUncver Jhr one jot from thcjr Fetif'm) but that tl^y will, whene-
ver
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Or rather, will not this Procedure procure you thofe Charac-

ters, which it will be equally fcandalous for others to give, or

for you to deferve ?

But further. Brethren, fuppofing your Reputation be out of

the Cafe, can it be for your Safety, to do any thing that (liall

weaken this Government, under which our Religion is pro-

ceded, and upon which the Reformation does depend ? Is it

confident with your Security, to ufe your Endeavours tofplic

the Proteftanc Intereft into Partys, and to widen the Breach,

when 'tis attacked by the Devil, heading an Army of Deifts,

and

Tier that happy opportunity (liail offer ic felf, lee the Proteftant Diflenters

find, that they will be better than their Word given in their famous Petiti-

on.

In an Apology for the Church of England, with relation to. the Spirit of
Perfecution, with which (he is accus'd / The Reverend Author [peaking of t1)e

Clergy of the Church of England, fays, Their Piety and Virtue^ and the Frofpeit

that they now have of fuffering thernfelves^ put. us beyond all doubt as to their

Sincerity : and if ever God in his Providence brings it \_the Church of Eng-

land'] again into a fettled State, out of the Storms into which our Pajfm

andeoUy, as rt^tll as the Treachery ofothers, have brought us ; it cmnot be ima-

gin'd that the Bifl.ops will go off from thofe Moderate Refolutions, which

they have now declared: And they continuing firm, the weak and indifcreet

Pafions of any of the inferior Clergy imj} needs vanifl), when they are under

theCondu^ of wife and worthy Leaders. And I win boldly fay this, That'xi

the Church of England, after Hie has got out of this Storm, will return to

hearken to the Peevil"hnefs of fome four Men, fhe will be abandon'd both of

God and Man, aad will fet both Heaven and Earth againrt her; The Nation

lees too vifibly how dear the Difpute about Conformity hascoflus, to fUnd

any more upon fuch Punftilio's, And thofe in whom- our Deliverance ts.

wrapt up underfiand this Matter too well, and judge too right of it, to imagine

that ever they will be Priedridden in this Point. So that all Confderations concur

to make us conclude there is no danger of our fplitting a ficond time upm the.

fame Rock. And indeed if any Argument were wanting ro compleat the

Certainty of this Point, the wife and generous Behaviour of the mam

Body of the Diffenters in this prefent Junfture, has given them lb juft a

Title to our Friend fli'p, that we mufl refoive to fet all the World againft

IK if we. can ever forget it, and if we do not make them a'l the returns of

EaVe and Favor vvhen it is in our Power to do ic,

TheBiilop of Surum in his Reflexions on a Book concernmg the Rights of

an Englilh Convocation, gives us a very full Account of the Promifes the

Church of England made in King James's Reign : For, fays he. The Billiops

in the former Reign had in that Petition, upon which they futfered lo glo-
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and pra(5licai Atheifts at home, and a Confederacy of Paplfls a-
broad ? Shall the Zeal of propagating Herefy join feparate
Interefts, and unite the Heads of diftant Countrys^ And
fliall not a holy Fear of their Succeft, and a pious Refolution
to refift it, cement us •, when by having the Place of our Na-
tivity common to us both, we have a common Intereft, and
a common End to purfue ^ Or is an endeavour to difoblige

the Didenters, the way either to unite and (Irengthen us at
home 5 or to obtain that better correfpondence with thePro-
teftants abroad, which you have profeft to be your Intereft,

and your Refolution, "^ in the time of your diftrefs ? May

rioufly, expreffed a readinefs to come to a juft Temper in all the Matters
of difference among us, when they fhould be brought before them in

Convocation or Parliament. And among other Meflages that were fenc

over to the King, being then Prince of Orange ; one was, that he
would ufeall his Intereft among the DifVenters, to hinder them from
running into the Declaration, and to the Defign that was then promo-
ted of animating them againfl the Church. Of this (fays heJ I may be

allowed to fpeak,confidcntly^ becaufe it paffed through my own Hands j and I

drew the Dire^ions that were given to an Eminent Perfon^ who was employed in

2t. Vpon thefe Keafons it was, that the Prince promifed in his Declaration, with

which he came over, that he would ufe his Endeavours to bring about the fo-

much defired Vnion, between the Church of England and the Dijfenters^ So

their Majeftys were under Engagements to make the Experiment.

Whence it plainly appears, that the endeavouring to unite the Church and the

Dijfenters, for which the late King and Queen, of ever glorious Memory, have

ken thought too great Favourers of the DiJJenters, was as much the Bifhops dff,

as theirs : Only with this difference, that the Bijhops movd it in their

AffiiHions, and they and the Clergy drew back, tipon their deliverance ; and

that their Majefrys were true to their Word, after God had blejl them with

Succefs.

Afofi of thefe Citations thejudicioia Mr. Calamy has made, in that Abridg-

ment of Mr . Baxter's Life, with which he has lately obliged the World. But

they were foneceffary here, that I could notpafs them by.

* The Marquis of Hallifax, in his Letter of Advice to Diffentcrs, fays,

that Ali former haughtinefs towards the Dijfenters, was for ever extinguifjjed ;

and that the Spirit of Perfecution was turned into a Spirit of Peace, Charity and

Cnnaefcenfion ; that the Church of.England was convinced of its Error in being

fevere to them. And all thinking Men were come to a general Agreement,

no more to cut themfclvcs off from the Protcfbnts abroad, but rather inlarge

the Foundations, upon which we are to build our Defences againft tiie Com-

mon Enemy.
you
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you not juftly exped, if you forget or contradid the Refolu-
cions you made in your Sufferings, when Men generally con-

(ider moft, and think beft 5 that God for his own Honor, and
the Honor of your Proteftant Church, will repeat thofe Af-
fli(5lions, to bring you to the fame happy Temper again ? For
God's fake, Brethren, let us not provoke the Lord our God,
for he is a jealous God 5 but the rather one another to Conde-
fcenfion, and to Peace.

And indeed if you will but give your felves leave to refled,

Intereft as well as Duty, will foUicit you to entertain fuch De-
fignsof Kindnefs and Moderation. For, has the Church of
England more to fear from the Diflenters, who agree with
her in 3^ of her Articles, and differ from her but in three 5

than (he has from Atheifts and Deifts, who difown 'em all,

and the Holy Books in which they are contain'd > Or is Ihe

in more danger from Nonconformifts, who are incorporated

with her into feveral Societys, to fupport the Credit of Re-
ligion •, and were never particularly biam'd for betraying it,

by an ill Life and Practices than from thofe Libertines, who
difown all Religion in Fa6t, and expofe it to contempt ? Or to
be free, has the true and antient Church of England more to
fear from Diflenters, who often join with her in worfhiping

their common Lord •, than from thofe Gentlemen, who in one
breath fay that all Schifmatics (and fuch they fay are all thofe

who have left the Center of Union) are out ofall ordinary means
of Salvation s and thatconfequently they had rather be Papifts

than Schifmatics i and in the next inveigh againft the Govern-
ment, for depofing A—f S—n—t^ and againfl the Churchy
from falling from that Center of Union (fuppos'd to be the
Corner ftone of the Building) and immediately retire from
her Communion (I fuppofe as Schifmatical) to Conventicles
of their own? If not, and it appear that the Church of Eng-
land is in greater danger from the Enemys of Religion, and

, of the Government ', and from fome of her violent Friends,

who fubvert her Conftitution, whilft they ptetend to put her
upon abetter Fouudacion 5 than ihe is in from the Diffenters,

who (land upon the fame bottom, and only differ in the Plain-

nefsand Simplicity of the Superdruifmre : Then certainly 'tis

not only againft the Repntation and Safety^ jur highly for the In-

tereft of the Church of England, to incorporate their Strength

with
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with her own^ that (lie may witbftand the better the Defigns

of her Enemys- And xidttd the DifTenters will looner or

later be found the Ballance of Religion as well as of the Ci-

vil ConUitation. Butifnotwithftanding all that can be faid,

the Church of England will remain of the Opinion,that the Dif-

ienters sit- her Enemys: For God's fake, fince they arc

Ids dangerous than the reft, let her referve her Endeavours

£0 weaken them till the laft.

But perhaps it will be objefted. That all that has been faid

is to no purpofe •, fince all rny Arguments are built upon the

Suppotition, that a Negative Teft, obliging all Perfonsin Of-

fice to forbear going to a Meeting, will difublige the Didenters,

and turn them out of their Places : Whereas either the DiOfen-

ters cannot expect Places without complying with this Teft^

or there's no doubt, fince they have not boggled at receiv-

ing the Sacrament in the Church of England to fave their

Places, but for tl:ie fame reafonthey will be brought to com-

ply : and that in either cafe it cannot be faid that they will

be difobligd. Thus it feems for a DifTenter to exped a Place

is Impudence, and to Qualify himfelf for one is Hypocrify.

This is the two-edged Sword of forae Spirits amongii us>

forg d for Mifchief, and Slaughter, by which the Difl'enters

are to be divided from their Places, themfelvesto befacrific'd,

and the fecrecs of their Hearts to be revealM. But a little

Confideration will take off the Edge of this Weapon, and

lender it harmlefs and inoffenfive. For to the firft part of the

Objedion, which reprefents the DifTenters as Impudent and

Unreafonable to expedl Places, upon the Suppofition that they

are unqualify'd, till they comply with this Teft^ It may be

reply'd, that Capacity and Integrity to difcharge the Duty

of a Place, and Fidelity to the Government, under whom 'tis

enjoy'd, being the only qualifications in any Man in Office,

requifit in the Nature and Reafon of the thing it felf, it can ne-

ver be unreafonable in the DifTenters to exped a Place, without

having any other, till it can be prov'd that Diflenting de-

prives 'em ofthefeneceflary qualifications: Thoitmay be un-

juft and partial in a Government to impofe any other, and fe-

ditious in the Subjects by violent and illegal Jv4ethods to pre-

vent their Impofition. However I am apt enough to believe

that there may be Impudence on one fide or other. And fince

tis
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'tis not on theirs whoexped Places,! am not fure that 'tis not on
theirs who deny the Diflenters any right to enjoy em. 'Tis plain

they have an Equitable Right : And then one would think it

(liould not be :"jr the Reputari ^n of the Government to fay, that

Right is refir in^d by Law . Yet fome have been fo lavifh of their

own Reputation and of that ol the Governmerit, as to venture to
allert. ciut the Te ft Ad retrains Didentrrs from Places, and
requiie, a Quallncatiun in all that are in Office, which is not
contiiu'd under thofe,we have jult now mention'd.

I am fure the Time th.e Occafion, the Title, the Preamble,
andthe Enaaingpartofthat Ad, do plainly evince, that the
QualiHcauon it requires is not to be a Conformift, but a Pro-
teltanc: Ir was fimply defign'd to reftrain Popifli Recufants,
andnototh-r Diflenters j and to be a Security to the Pro-
teftant Religion in general, and not to the Ciiurch of England
in particular. It was chiefly level'd .it theD. of York, who
had too much Intereft with fome Men, that wou'd fain

be thought the only Church Men, and the only true Pro-
teftants : VVhilft he had none at all with others, who are
hardly allowed to deferve either of thofe Titles- Now he
muft have a more than ordinary fliare of Difcernment and Pe-
netration,who (lioud pretend that tho the Diflenters are not re-

flrain'd by the Letter or Equity of that A6t, yet they were de-
fign'd to have been reftrain'd by the Lawgivers : Since ir The f. of

wou'd have been very extraordinary, ifa Statefman, whom K. Slufcf-

Charles IL thought to have more Divinity than all the Bilhops, '^"^)'-

and more Law riianall the Judges, fliou'd have fo miftaken his

defign, as to procure a Teft to cramp the Diflenters, to whom
be was known to have very favourable Intentions : Or if one
of his great reach, and hearty concern to the Proteftant Intereft,

iliou'd have fo overfliot his Mark, as to injure the Diffen-
ters, by a Law for the Security of the Proteftant Religion,
when he has been often heard to fay,they had been its Protedi-
on,and its Lifeguards -jand werethe firft who took and gave the
Alarm of any danger with which it was threatned. Thus the
known Opinions ofthat great Politician who introduc'd the Sa-
cramental Teft, and the Defign of the Ad it Ctl^ by which
'twas introducd, both concur to evince beyorid difpute, that ic

was only done, becaufe the Infignificancy of Odths and all

ether the moft Sacred Tys, had convinced our Lawgivers thac

nothing under the Sacramental Security cou'd proted the Of-
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fices of England from the Invafion of Paplfts, and becaufe

it was known, that it would not exclude the Generality of Pro-

teftant DilTenters, who were wont to communicate Occafio-

nally with the Church, long before that Teft was thought

on. If ithadbeentheDefignof that Ad, to have retrain-

ed both Papifls and Diflenters, as fome would infinuate, who
out of their great Charity take all Occafions to couple them to-

gether i they would have made conftant Conformity the

Qualification. But fince they did not make that a Qualificati-

on, which was the only one that could reftrain Diflenters,

and only conftituted the others becaufe it was the only Qua-
lification, that it was thought could reftrain Papills : it's

pafl doubt, that the Teft A6t was only brought in as an Expe-
dient, to fecure us from the ill Services of the one, whilft

it fhould not prevent the Ufefulnefs of the others.

But if the Government thinks fit to reftrain the Offices of
England, to Men of Capacity, Integrity and Loyalty, by a-

ny other Limitations than thofe in being: Or if the Wifdom
of the Nation (hould think a farther Security for the Fidelity

of MeninOfficeneceffary; or that any Jealoufys about the

Loyalty of the DiiTenters ought to be fatisfy'd, and fome new
AfTurances given of their fteddinefs to the prefent Eftabliih-

ment 5 let a Teft be fram'd to anfwer thefe Ends, and let them
be taken for the difaffedled Party, who are the firft that com-
plain and refufe to comply. The Proteftant Diftenters defire

no Quarter, if they fcruple the giving any Security, that the

Governmentfhould think fit to require, touching their Opini-

on of her Majefty's indifputable Right to the Crown, or their

own Obligations to maintain it in her prefent Majefty, and in

the Proteftant Line. They are willing their Qualifications for

Places finould be try'd by Declarations and Promiflbry Oaths

to abhorandabjureall Rivals and Pretenders to the Throne,

and to the Succeifion 5 and all violent and illegal Methods to

make any Alteration in Church or State. Nay, they are

willing that their Refolutions to ferve the prefent Eftabiifli-

ment and the future Succeffion, (liould not only be try'd by

their Oaths and Declarations but by the warmth of their

Prayers for this liappy Government, and the Loyalty of their

Sermons, and even by their common Talk, where Nature may
be thought to have more povver, and to be lefs difguis'd and o-

ver-rul'd by Confideration and Defign, than in complying

with
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with Public Oaths, and other Stace-Securitys. By fuch Tefts

as thefe then let our nurfing Mother teftify her Care, indif-

pofing of Places to the Advantage of the Nation, and dif-

<:ern the Duty and Affedion of her Children, and know where
her Bounty and Favour, as well as her Prote6tion and Indul-

gence will be rightly plac'd. But God forbid that oar gra-

cious Queen Ihould take the Counfel of the hotter Spii its a-

mong the Clergy, who would be glad to fee her Majefty be-

come a Mother but to half her Children, and ad the part o^
secthe

a Seep mother towards the reft ', who are unjuftly reprefented pref.p.2i.

as undutiful, whilft they are afraid of no Tefts of Obedience to a fiion

'

and Affe(5lion, butfuch as wound their Confciences: whereas Narrative

Religion, the fureft Principle of Obedience to her Majefty, "-^ ^^"^ '''^"-

teaches us to fubmit them to the Authority ofGod alone as our
!^/„J"'^^^"

Father •-, who will rule us as he has begot us, not by the Will gplf sh
of Man, bat according to his own good Plea fure. Let it not ^i

be thought Difloyalty and Prefumption, when the Diflenters

are willing to facrifice their Lives and Fortunes in her Ma-
jefty's Service, that they plead for the Exemption of Confci-

ence from human Authority •> fince that can be fubjed but to

one Lord, who if he had not had a prior Right to referve it

to himfelf, her Majefty could have no Right to the others.

But if by the very confcientious Abftinence of the Diften-

ters from a ftated Communion with the Church, her Majefty

has fome Security for their confcientious Regard to her Autho-
rity, and a ready Subjedtion of their Lives and Eftates to her
Service-, and that they are found faultlefs in the neceftary

Qualifications to a Place : 'Tis to be hop'd that none of our

Priefts will ufe the Politics of Danw\ Minifters, and objed
that againft the Diftenters, which they ferioufly believe to be

the Law of their God.
And thus one part of the Objedion is anfwer'd. To the o-

ther, which fuppofes the Diftenters fJjpocn'tes, for complying

with the Sacramental Teft ; and that therefore 'tis not to be fup-

pos'd, they will boggle at this new one, or at any thing that fliall

be requir'd to qualify them for a Places it may be return'd, that

if tiiisparc of the Ojjedion be of fjrce, it's worth the wliile

toconliderto what end the Teft is made: Since it appears

from the Objection, that this will do the Church no Service,

and yet be a Temptation to the Diftenters to play the Hypo-
F 2 crite
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crite and wound their Confdences. For certainly a Mamber
of Menthatllnllonly go into a Church to difguUe their Opi-

nions, and to keep their Places •, and (liall laugh at her Modes
of Worlliip, asfoon as ever they are got out -, are not likely.

to become very fincere themfelves, or to ftrengthen the

Church meerly by being her reputed Members. For as ic

was once remark'd by a Great Man in the Houfe of Com-
Debates m "^^ns ',

*' What Lovc, FriencflVip, or Obedience can the

the Houfe
*' Church expe<5t from fuch Perfons as areforc'd to come to

ofCom- " Church ? How can they be depended on, or the Church
mons^ «« ftrengthned ? You may prevent their Conventicles, and

-ii^fl
" force them either to come to Church, or pay Fines, and be

*
' * '* imprifon'd : But you cannot expec^t that Force ihould alter

" their Opinions or Affedions, without which the Chyrch can
** never be the ftronger. Nay this is one way amdngft o-

thers, by vvhichthe Perfecutionof Difleruers has always been

to the prejudice of an Eftablifh'd Church in all Countrys, and

a Toleration always to its advantage.

But farther: If it appears, that theDIffenters might quali-

fy themfelves for an Office, by receiving the Sacrament after

the manner of the Church of England, according to their

know n Principles, and the Rules of the Gofpel : Then it will

follow that there is no likelihood of their complying w-ith

the one, from their compliance with the other. Since as none

will deny but a Law forbidding Diflenters in Office to go to

Meetings, will thwart their own Principles-, fo to hinder Oc-

cafional Communion with the Church, will be prov'd dire<5l-

ly oppofite to the Rules, of the Gofpel. If this can be

made out, the Objection will wholly vaniQi : And it will

appear at the fame time, that it does not follow from the

Diflenters qualifying themfelves from OfficeS) by a Sacramen-

tal Teft, that ihey deferve to be cenfur'd for the odious Crime
of Hypocrify, or for any other. Since it will appear thit

they have adled confiftently with their own Principles, and

the Example of the Apoftles.

To Qiew this, We muft call to mind, that the Diflenters

iicld the church of Enghud, tO he a true Church of Chriji : But

3t the fame time account feme of her Modes of Worlliip ir-

regular and corrupt •, and a great many more of them indiffc-

rent, not only in their own Nature, but after they are enjoi- a
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ned by the Governors of the Church. And confequentJy

that upon thefe and forae other Reafons, not at all pertinent to

the prefent Cafe, the Church of England is not fo well con-

ftituted for Edification as their own. Thefe are the known
Principles of Diflenters, and thofe by which their Occalional

Communion with the Church of England, may be vindicated

from the high Crime of Hypocrify, which is laid to their

Charge. For from their ovvning the Church of England a

true Church of Chrift, it follows, that they think it lawful

to have Communion with her. For (ince fhe is united to

Chrift the Head, the Diflenters have a fecret and invifible

Communion with her in the fame Spirit of Grace, and the

fame Supplys •• And have an Apparent and Vifible Communi-
on with her in the fame Faith, the fame Eflentials of Wor-
Ihip, and all the Fundamental Rules of Difcipline.- And-con-
fequently might have the fame vifible Communion in all the

Modes of her VVordiip and Difcipline too ; were it not for

thofe other Principles of theirs, which we have juff now
mention'd, and which we Ihould confider more diftifn5tly, did

not Charity oblige us to wave it, in order to defire foroe Men
to have a little regard to their own Credit, who have had none
at all to the Reputation of tlieir Neighbours.

It has been a common Notion received and cultivated upon
this Occafion, that the Church of England and the Diflenters

are of two Religions, I Gonfefs Rancour and Malice never

want fuch Inve«5tives •, and probably the Syftems may furnilli

out fome fuch fort of Sophiftry> by which unwary Minds may
be gull'd into this Opinion. 'Tis an eafy matter to frame
Schemes of Divinity, and to draw Confequences to impeach
another Man's Belief-, and much eafier to talk down any Men
asPerfonsof Heretical Principles, and. of a difterent Religi-

on, who happen to differ from- us about its Modes and Acci-
dents,_ after we have once- plac'd our Religion there. But if

Mankind would be perfuaded to receive fewer Impreflions

from others, and to form more of their Notions from the

Scriptures, we should quickly learn that it was meer Cant and
Jargon to accufe the Di(Iencers,of being of a different Religion

from [he Church : Since they have all the Unitys of Religi-

on, which rhofe Holy Books require. And that neither the

Church of England nor the Difleraers hold any Principles,

thaE

>r
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that can hinder their being of one Body, and having one Spi-

rit, and their being call'd to one Hope of their Calling : Or
iheir acknowledging one Lord, one Faith, one Baptifm, one

God and Father of us all If thefe Unitys will make one

Religion, and 'twould be very hard if they fiiould not, I'm

fure the Church and the DifTenters have not two. But if the

World will not be contented with thefe, but are refolv'd to

have an Unity of Opinions relating to lefTer matters into the

Bargain, it muft be allowed indeed that the Church andtheDif-

fenters are of two Religions •, but then the Difference will not

be to the Scandal ofeitlier. Since in this fenfe there are as ma-

ny Religions as there are Men, and as great a Variety in our Sen-

timents as there is in our Faces,where there are hardly two alike.

TheWifdomof God, which forefaw that this Variety mud
neceffarily happen* has therefore mercifully provided a Spirit

of Charity and Peace to be the Unity of our SpiritSt and the

Band of Perfedion by which thatUnity is to be obtain'd, not-

Tvidiffanding the difagreement of our Beliefs- Chri{lianity,like

Friendfhipwhichfubftitutes mutual Condefcenfions to an en-

tire Conformity to common Maxims, has inftituted Toleration

as the Religion of this World, referving Uniformity for the

fplendor ofthe next.

I Cor. 14. St. Paul indeed enjoins the Corinthians to do all things

40. in Decency and Order : But whatever be meant by Decen-

cy and Order, I'm fure Uniformity and Perfecution are nor.

For on the one hand, there were a great many different

Opinions amongft them, which he never attempted to- re-

concile •, while on the other hand, he {j^rmitted the

Dillenfions about the ufe of Days, Meats, States of Life, and

other Circumltantials of Religion 5 but commands them to

receive him that was fo weak in the Faich as to have fcruples

about thefe Icrler matters, and not to trouble him with doubtful

difputations. Since God is faid to be " No>^fTie Author of
*' Confuiion but of Peace : k feems very'nacurally to fol-

low, that Peace and Humility are ihe.4?cent Order which Sr.

Paul commanded, and the Cure orTliat Confulion which he

forbids. Whilft we know but in part, and prophefy but in parr,

we can agree but in part too- The real and perfect Unity of

Knowlcdg and Opinion we may endeavour after, but to no pur-

pofe, till that winch is in part lliall be done away, and that

which

V. 33.
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which is perfedl Qiall come : That is, at that time, as Sc. Paul'

exprefTes it, when the Saints fliallbeperfeded, and the Mem- Eph.4.12,

bersoftheBody of Chrill, fitly join'd to their Head and to one »5-

another, fnall be edify'd and finifli'd into a perfed Man, arriv-

ing at the meafure of theftature of the fulnefs of Chrift Jefus.

But whilft we are on this fide that happy State, Afients and Gon-

fents,Church-03ths and Subfcriptions, with any other Inftru-

ments of Uniformity, may make good State-Engines, and ferve

a Church to perfecute Didenters, but for one Conform ift

fhall make a dozen Hypocrites, tempting Men to talk and ad
Uniformly, when it never helps them in the leaft to think fo.

That this has been the Effed of all Endeavours after Unifor-

mity, every Hiftory of Uniformity, in every Age where it has

been attempted in vVorlliip or Dodtrine, can teftify. But none

better than that of the Church of England, who has bore

fo hard upon the Confciences of fome of her beft Members
withSubrcriptions,asto force from fome ofthem,that celebrated

diftindion of the Articles,into Articles of Peace and Articles of
Dodrine. I believe no Diftin6tion was ever more welcom,
or ever did a Church more Service. For Men who could nei-

ther think nor ad Uniformly, could then with a fafe Confci-

ence, Subfcribe and Confent and Swear as Uniformly as the

beft h and could ufe fame Forms in agreement with the Church,,

tho they had a quite different Senfe of them from the Majori-

ty o^ thofe that Confented, and the Intention of thofe that im-
posed 'em. Now one cannot lielp concluding from all this,

that till Uniformity be reach'd amongft Church NIen, it fhould

not be fo earneltly impos'd on others : And that till we can

arrive at Uniformity in Opinions and Refolucions as well as in

Oafhs,Confents and Subfcriptions,it is not fo prudent to inveigh

againll: Hypocrify, nor to Cenfure different Ofinions as differ-

ent Religions^ as it Qiould feem by the meafures of fome to be

thought to be.

But to refume the Principles of the DifTenters, and to In-

vert the Order in which we recited 'em, fince that will beft

ferve our purpofe j the Firft will be, That they are of Opinion:

that they cannoc edify jo wellby them as by their own: That is,

that they are not fo likely to be made bscter Men, and more
ufeful Neighbours, by the Modes of the Worfliip and Dif-

ciplin.e of the Church of England, as by thofe of the Pro-

teftanc:
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teftant DiiTenteis. But if it happens upon any Occafion, that

they can bring as much Glory to God, and be as much edify 'd

by worfliipping God according to the Modes of WorllVip us'd

in the Church of England, as without them in their own Af-

femblles h then they think they may lawfully join with her in

thole too. Now fome Dillaiters are of Opinion, that this

Occaiion returns as ofcen as 'cis necefiTary, by Communi-
cating with the Church of England, to demonArate the chari-

table Opinion they have of Her : That they own her a True
Church of Chrift, and only feparate from her, becaufe

of her want of Difcipline, her impofing indifferent and
corrupt Cereraqnys in the VVorlhipof God, and becaufe (he

is not fo likely in their Opinion to improve em in Chriftian

Knowledg and Virtue as their own. Now hereby they do but

affert in PradHce, what they own in Principle ^ and adt a-

greeably to that Chiriffian Spirit, which obliges 'em to go as

far to the healing of Breaches as they can •, to excite and pro-

voke their Brethren to Love, and to reprefent the Chriftian

Inffitution as a Do(5trine that anfwers the Defign of its Pro-

mulgation : Which was not only the good Will of Heaven
towards Men, but Peace among the Inhabitants of the Earth.

But others are of Opinion, that this Occafion returns only,

when they qualify themfelves for fome Office, wherein they

may be ufeful to Mankind and to their Country, in fecuring

Religion againft the Outrages of the common Enemy. Whe-
ther this has been the gnly End, that the Dillenters have pro-

pos'd to themfelves in Occalional Communion, to qualify

them for an Office ; yet it mull: be allow'd to their Ho-
nor, that this has been the Effect- And indeed, befides that

one ought in Charity to think the beff of 'em, all things con-

cur to keep us from concluding, that either Honor or Secular

Intereft cou'd engage 'em in fuch a Practice. The Expenfive-

nefs of moft of the Offices for which Diilenters have quali-

fy 'd themfelves, takes off Intereff f:om being the Temptation.

And as the known Practice of mod of 'em inOccafional Com-
munion, before an Office made it neceffary, is a full vindi-

cation of them from (uchaSurmiie: So the great Endeavours
Sir Tho. which that worthy Gentleman made (againft whom this Cry
Abnc7.

^^.^j. j.]-j^ loudef^) to keep out of all Offices, from his ini-

mitable Modefty, and his S;?nfe of the Oreatnefs of the Trufts

may ferve as his particular Juftificaiion. The
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The fecondis, That tho the Church of England be a true

Church of Chrift ; yet that her ^/o^^/o/ rvor/hlp are not on-

ly indiferent in their own Nature; but remain fo, even

after the Governours of the Church have done all they can

to make them neceffary. And that every Chriftian retains

a liberty to ufe or not to ufe them, according as his Pru-

dence and Charity fliall dired-, regulated by thofe Rules that

are laid down in the Writings of the Apoftles, about the ufe

of indifferent Thing?. Now the DifTenters think that joining

with the Church in thofe Ceremonys would be betraying

Chriftian Liberty, and countenancing Rigorous Impofitions:

Whereas they think themfelves oblig'd to defend theirFreedom,

and by no means to give others any Occafion to conclude,

from any Pradice of theirs, that they hold fuch Impofi-

tions either necefTary or expedient. But if any Circumftances
free their Communion with the Church in any of her Ceremo-
nys, from thefe Inconveniences : And that they may join in

fuch Parts of her Worihip without giving up their own Free-

dom, or abetting Human Reftraint-, or, which comes to the

fame thing, without making it a necefTary Inference from their

Pradice, that they think fuch Rites and Ceremonys either

Proper or NecefTary : Then they think they may lawfully join

with her in her WorQiip, tho mixt witli fome Rights of Hu-
man Invention. Now fome DifTenters are of opinion that

their Communion with the Church of England is fufficiently

guarded againfl thefe Interpretations, by frequenting the Com-
munion of the Church but feldom, and keeping fiatedly to
their own- But otiiers are of opinion, that it is beft guarded
againft thefe Inferences, when they Communicate with the
Church of England as oblig'd by Ad of Parliament, there-

by to declare that they are no Papifls, to qualify themfelves for

an Office, in which they think, they may do their Country
Service. Since nothing can be more obvious, than that in

this cafe, they hold Communion with the Church of Eng-
land as a true Church of Chrifl, without owning her Modes
of Worfbip expedient or neceflary. For when a Diffen-

ter receives the Sacrament with the Church of England,
primarily as a Religious A(5t, and to a Civil purpofe
in a fecondary Senfe 5 which purpofe the Ad of Parliament

fets forth, io to declare he is noPapifl: No Man can conclude
G from
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from his Communion with the Church of England in this cafe,

(what he might, did the Ad of Parliament Tec forth, it was
to declare himfelfof the Church of England) that he thinks

thefe Modes neceilary or expedient : For where is the Confe-

quence of this Illation ? He is no Papift, therefore he approves

of the Ceremonys of the Church of England.

Moft of the DiHenters go farther, and think the Church of

England, tho a true Church, to have fome Modes of her Wor-
ihip and Difcipline irregular and corrupt. Now tho they cannot

have a ftated Communion with her in any part of her Wor-
ihip *, nor any Occafional Communion in thofe parts, which

they think corrupt, left they fhould countenance thofe Corrup-

tions, and give occafion to others to conclude, they think her

way of Worfhip preferable to their own : Yet when upon
any Occafion the Circumftances of things will allow them to

have Communion in any part of Worfhip, that^ is pure and un-

corrupted, without countenancing the Corruptions introduc'd

in others, or giving any occafion to conclude, they prefer her

Modes of Worfliip to thofe of the DifTenters, who in their

opinion, have kept the Divine Inftitutions without any altera-

tion ', then they think they may lawfully have Communion
with the Church of England for the Reafons aforefaid. In

the Rule the Difienters agree, tho in the Application indeed

they have fome difference. For fome are ofopinion, that Com-
municating but feldom with the Church of England is a fuf-

ficient Guard againft countenancing any of her Irregularitys,

or her Defe(5ts : And others are of opinion that communicating

with her to qualify themfelves for an O^cq^ is the only, or

at leaft the beft guard againft it : Since in that cafe the Legi-

ilature has declar'd it is only to give a Sacramental Security

that they are not Papifts. To fum up thefe Opinions ofthe Difc

fenterS in a word. The frft of thir Primifles o(>liges them to

bold coyi^ant Commumon with the Church of England j but the

Second, Third, and Fourth fn^trfede it, and make the Diflen-

ters abQain from that Communion, till the CirctimflA»ces of

Things remove thofe Principles out of the Tvtuy ^ and then tifon that

ecca/ion, thefrfl is of force. From all this it appears, that the

DifTenters may rvithout incurring the Charge of Hjfpocrifj (or in-

deed of making a Religious Att ferve meerly to a Secular Inte-

reft) receive the Sacrament Occafionallj in tlie Church of England,

when
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when they can't do it flatedlj 5 and efpecially to qualify chem-
kWQS for an office^ when they r<2;7'r receive it, \nmany other cafes.

And (ince ic appears that the DilTenters have not contradicted

their Principles, intakingthe Pofitive Teft now in beings let

it not be thought, till ic can be prov'd, that a Negative Teft

can confift with thofe Principles (which lam fure ic never can)

that ic will not difoblige the DifTencers, becaufe chac

for the Advantage of a Place, they will be brought to com-
ply.

Thus ic appears that the Dlilenters agree with themfelves.

Let us fee now whether they can produce ApofloUcal Example^

to fupport their Practice : And indeed chat feems co be very full

on their fide. But to fet the Apoftles PraSlke in a proper Ligtit,

we muft reprelent theftate of the ReformUlVoYld in their times. In

which there were two forts of Worihippers of the t^;ue God in

Jefus Chrift. The one reformed frcm the Religion of the /<?»;,

the other from the Idolatry of the Gentiles. The Reformation
of the Jews in their IVor/hip confifted in the bare Adminiftration Mat. 28.

of the Sacraments, and for the reft was reftrain'd to Do^rine : r?.

In which they went fo far as to become a true Church of Chrift, ^^'^^ ^^•

wherein Salvation was to be obtain d. For they believ'd
'^'

that Jefus oFNazarech, the Son of the Living God, was theAftss.gj.
Medias that had been promised to their Fathers; That 1^.32.
he had fuffer'd upon a Crofs, but was rifen again from the 2.' 25,'

Dead, and afcended up into the Heavens. Confequent to this ,,,0!
they believ'd, that they were to be juftifi'd by Faith in the 2.' 2/
Crofs of Chrift from thofe Sins, from which they could not be 12, Vg

acquicted by the Law of Mofes. And that whereas the
Jewidi Purifications only availed to the cleanfing of the

Flefti, their Confciences ftiould be purg'd and fan6lifid Heb.;?. 13.

by the Gift of the Holy Ghoft, fent by Jefus Chrift,

who was afcended above the Heavens. And laft of all, Afts 2.35.

that thro' his Refurredion, they ftiould obtain a Refur- ^^' H-
re(ftion to Eternal Life. This was the fum of our Saviour's
Inftitution, of the Apoftles Preaching, and of the Jewifli Re-
formation. But in all other things the Law of Mofes was
ftiil obferv'd, and the Rites of their old Religion fiill retain d :

Tho fome of 'em, which they pretended to have receiv'd fi:om
j^i^

t^

the Tradition of the Elders, had corrupted the Worfhip of 4/- g
!'

God to a very great degree i as our Saviour often teftifys. The ' ' '

'

Gi r9ft
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reft being inftltuted by God but for a time, which was

then expir'd, were all indifferent. None of them tended

Gai.6. 15. to Edification, but rather to the miniftring Queftions and

I Tim. I. Scruples to the Confciences of the weak and unlearned i

4- being of a troublefom nature, embarrafTing fincere Godli-

I'^*
'* ^^' nefs, and the Remains of a Burden, that neither they

Gaia^ nor their Fathers were able to bear- However thefe Rites

A^.i's.ic. were ftill impos'd upon all by the High-Prieft and his

Kindred, together with the Elders, the Reprefentative Body

of tiie Jewilli Church. And the Jews fubmitted to the Im-

pofition, as well thofe who reform'd, asthofe who did not.

And as all who would not conform to them were held to be

without the Pale of the Church, Infidels and Sinners of the

Gentiles, with whom it was not lawful, no not fo much as to

eat : So whoever among the Jews did relinquifli them, was

Afts 17.5. thought aSubverter of the World, and of all that was good.

& 21. 28. And it was about fuch fort of Offenders that their Ecclefiafti-

cal Cenfures were in a manner wholly taken up. They ani-

Mat. 23. madverted feverely upon Negleds of thelelTer Matters of the

23;,24,25, Law, whilft breaking in upon EfTentials was not thought cri-

^^*
, minal And according to their Cuftoms and Traditions, by

TsWao' which they interpreted the Law, tho in many cafes direaiy

21' 22.
' oppofite totheLaw, they often cenfur'd thofe who broke a

Cuftom to obferve the Law of God. So that their Difd^lhe

Mark 7.8, \vas become, like their Doarine, wholly Irregular and Corrupt,

P^ 10, li.- But in order tofupport it, and to give both the one and the

other the countenance of the Law, they allowed no Perfon a

Right to Preach, or to Interpret the Law, but him that had re-

Mat. 1 2.2, ceiv d that Right from the fame Men, from whom he had the

'.
'

Traditions he was to teach. He was to have this Power con-

veyed to him by the Impofition of Hands of the Elderfbip,

who pretended to have their Power conveyed to them, by an

uninterrupted Impofition from the firft High-Prieli and Elders,

that were inftituted in the Jewidi Church.

Nowthis will plainly appear to have been the State of the

Reform'd Church of the jews, if we confider, that the A-
poff les, at their firft preaching the Gofpel among them, did

not endeavour, nor they comply with any farther Reformati-

on. When we perufe thofe Sermons which the Apoffles made

to the Jews, and which are recorded io the A(5ts, we find they

con-
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contain the Dodrines we have juft now recited : But we ne-
ver find any thing in them about the Laws of Mofes, or the

Difcipline or Hierarchy of the Jewilh Church. They let

them go on toobferve the Rites, and obey the fpiritual Go-
vernors, which they were us'd to do, before this new Dodrine
had been taught. And no wonder : Since our Saviour had
commanded his Apoftles and Difciples, and all the Jews, to

obfervetodo, what the Scribes and Pharifees bid them, be* Mac. 23,2,.

caufe they fat in Mofes's Seat. And indeed the Apoftles
^-"^

themfelves at their firft Preaching at Jerufalem did not know,
but t!iat Mofes was ftill to be obey'd. God had conceal'd the

Abrogation of Mofes's Law from them, as he did many o-
ther Truths-, letting them into the knowledgof them but by
degrees : For he well knew how Human Nature was to be
wrought upon, and had a tender regard to its Weaknefs. So
that 'tis more than probable, the Apoflles fuppos'd, that the

Dodrines of Chriftianity were to be taught, and the Jewiib
Worlliip to be kept up, and no further Separation to be made
from the EftabliQVd Church, than thofe new Dodrines fhould

neceflfarily introduce.

Both Peter and John went up to the Temple at the ufual

hour of Prayer, to join with the Eftablilli'd Church in that Afts 2. i.

folemn part of Worfhip. And Peter made a fcruple of Meats
forbidden by the Law of Mofes, tho God gave him a Dif- "• 7? 2*

penfation, and of going to Cornelius, tho a juft and a de-

vout Man, who fear'd Godr pray'd alvvay, and gave much
Alms to the People, and was of good Report among all the 11012,220

Nation of the Jews. And when he did go to him, it was to

profelyte him to the Faith of Chrifi, and to the Obfervation
of the Law of Mofes : as we fliall prefencly evince. Agree-
ably to thefe Notions and Pradice of the Apoftles, the re-

form d Jevvs their Hearers, v^'ho became Members of the.

Church at Jerufalem, ftill thought themfelves oblig'd to wor-
fhipGnd, according to the Rites of the Eftablifh'd Church:
Asis plaininthelnftanceof thofe four Men, who, in obfer-

vance of Mofes's Law, made the Vow of Nazarites, perform- ^e 21.22,
ing all the Rites of that Vow, and of the appointed Purifica- * '

tion : And in that the fame Se(5ts wereiftill kepr up among 'ems 1 5. 5,

after they had received the Gofpel-Dodtri'-'" i: ro '^ht-hrhey

had been diftingui(h'd by their different vilh
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Religion, before that Do(5lrine had been ever preach'd or en-
tertain'd. And agreeably to their own Notions, all the be-
lieving Jews equally preft the Obfervation of the Law of
Mofes, with the Entertainment of the Gofpel Do6trine,upon
thofe, who, by St. Paul's Miniftry among the Gentiles, were

Aftsi4.i. turn'd unto God. And they difputed fo warmly for the re-

ceiving of the one as weilas theorher, that the Apoftles Bar-
ver. 2. nabas and Paul found ic necefTary, for the fiiencing of chefe
15- 24- Reformed Jews, and the quieting of the Convert Gentiles, to
28. 29. gQ jQ jj^g Church at Jerufalem, remaining there under the

1. 4. Promife and the Prefidencyof the Holy Ghoft, to determine
15- 28. the Queftion. And indeed ic was firft difcover'd to Paul, not

Gal. 2. 6. by Conference with the Apoftles, but by fpecial Revelation,
1. 1?, 16. that hefhould preach Chrift to the Gentiles, without requiring

EpJ-3' 3' any Works commanded by Mofes's Law. Which Gofpel be

^'^ j_ J g
preach'd for 17 years after his Converfion among the Gen-

2. 1, 2.
* tiles h and then communicated it to thofe of Reputation and

iJid, Eminence at Jerufalem 5 by which the Apoftles and Elders are

themoft likely to be meant. They after hearing the Hiftory,
Aft.ij.ja. 2nd feeing an Inftance of the fuccefs of tliis Gofpel among

the Gentiles, in Titus, whom Paul had for this end poflibly

Gal. 2 I
^^oiJgf^c up to Jerufalem, and a long Difpute upon the matter,

i^at.ilj^ did by a Decree of the Holy Ghoft confirm this Doctrine to

24,28,25.' the Gentiles, among whom ichad been preach'd.

But after the Church of Jerufalem had given it as the Mind
of the Holy Ghoft, That the Reform'd Gentiles tvere not

under the Law of NIofes, fhe did not think chat Law abroga-

ted, where ic had once oblig'd : And therefore did not ufe the

fame liberty her felf, which fhe had allow'd to the Gentiles.

Whence it was, that the Spleen the Jews bore to St. Paul at

his return to Jerufalem from planting the Gentile Chur-
ches, was not, that he had taught the Gentiles, but

the Jews who were among the Gentiles, to forfake the Law
Aa.21.22. of Mofes and the Cuftoms of the Elders. And indeed if

"

the Reform'd Jews at Jerufalem, had allow'd themfelves the

fame Liberty, which they had after a folemn debate confirm'd

to the Gentiles, Peter would not have been under fuch

dreadful Apprehenfions left certain Jews, who came down

to Antioch, from St. James (who was then in all probability

•ai.a. 4 2. ai Jerufalem) (liould have feea him live according to its te-

nor.
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nor. And wich this account of the Jevviili Reformation, ful-

ly agrees that, which St. James and the Elders give to St.-

Paul of the Church at Jerufalem, upon his return thither,

from planting the Reform d Churches of the Gentiles, and
confirming by this Decree, the Gofpel, which he had preach'd

to them for 17 years before. " Thou feeft Brother (fay
" they) how many thoufands of Jews there are who believe 5

that is, the Gofpel ; Of which Remiflion of Sins by the

Blood of Chrift, Sandification by his Spirit, Hkd Refurredi-

on unto Eternal Life, were the Sum 5 and yet they " are ail .^
" zealous ot the Law. And long after this •• When St. Paul

^^^•''^•=°-

bad told the Galatians, that the Rites of Mofes's Law would Gal. 5. 2.

be damnable to them : He is forc'd, in confideration of the

flrong Prejudices of the Hebrews for that Law, to content

himfelf with proving, that thofe Rites were fuperfeded, leav- ^;/^
^^^

ing them to make this Conclufion barely, that therefore they
^'^^'^^^'

were indifferent.

It is farther to be obferv'd, that where the Difcipline or

the Government of the £ftabli(h'd Church was found incon-

(iftent with their Reform'd Do(5trine, as it was when the

Council went to forbid them to preach that Do^^rine : They
then diffented from it, and declared they would obey God Afts 4.19.

before Men. But at the fame time we muft remember, that ^-^^A^-

thole Doctrines of the Goijiel which we juft now epitomized,

with the two Sacraments,were all they knew of theWill ofGod,
more than the reft of the Jews. But yetriiey by no means de-

ny the Authority of the Council, or plead an Exemption from
it •, alledging, that Chrift had entirely fet them at liberty from
their Ecclefiaftical Cognizance in all Matters, as he might have
done by his Prophetic Right, if it had fo pleas'd him 5 which is

known to have been the higheft Power in the Jewifh Com-
monwealth, and to have extended both to Church and State:

But they pretend a freedom only in this cafe, where there was
a neceiTity kid upon them, to aiteft the truth of thofe things

they had feen and heard-, and in cafes of the like nature. Intima- v. 20.

ting however, that in others, where nothing (hould be enjoin'd

contrary to the Will of God, they fhould be obey'd. And
one would not think, that any Body Ihould readily fuppofe,

that they dilTented, and fet themfelves or their (Jonventicie

at liberty from the Difcipline of the Eftablilh'd Church, when
they
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they introduc'd nothing new in this refped, befides a very

few Inftitutions, abfolutely neceffary upon the reparation they

had made, in point of Dodrine and the Sacraments, from the

EftabliihM Church 3 but not fufficient for the prefervation of

Order, in an entirely feparate Society. .

Thefe were one Sec of the Worfhippers of the True God
in Jefus Chr'tft : The other were thofe -^ho reform d from the

Idolatry of the Gentiles, The State of Reformation among
thefe Converts, was the fame h Doflrlne and the Sacraments

with that introduc'd among fome of the Jews : But in all o-

ther things was very different. For they retain'dnone of

their old Rites and Modes of Worfliip, and did not exchange

'em for any new ones, either of the reform'd Jews, or of

their own Invention. They Tvor/hip'd God by Jefus Chrift,

in the mked Simplicity of the Chriftian Do»5trine. Prayer and

Preaching, giving of Thanks, and of Alms, with the bare

Adminiftration of the two Sacraments, juft as they were in-

ftituted, made up the whole of their Public WorQiip. No
Dodtrine was receiv'd among 'em that Chrift had not reveal'd i

nor any Practice that he had not commanded. Nor was any

thing forbid, but what was in its own nature deftrudtive of

Chriftianityj excepting the ufe of Meats offer'd to Idols, of

things ftrangled. Fornication and Blood, which were forbid

Aa.15.25. to the Churches in Antioch, Syria, andCilicia> and were
V. 28. Prohibitions at that time, as the Holy Ghoft exprefly deelares,

abfolutely necefTary. So that upon the whole, among the

reform'd Gentiles, there were no Terms of Commnnion but what

Chrifl: had made the Terms of Salvation. Faith and Repentance

being the Chara(^ers of a Man that (hould be fav'd, were the

only Charafters requir'd in a Church-Member. Neither the

weaknefsof Faith, nor of Knowledg, were to be Bars to his

Rom.14.1. AdmifTion. He was to be receiv'd in Love, and not to doubt-

ful Difputations. The Governors of the reform'd Gentile

Churches, did not take upon them to make indifferent Things

necefTary, nor dubious Things flated Term.s of Communion.
They did not pretend to be Lords of the Faith of their Hea-

rers, and of God's Heritage, by making any new Laws, and

altering the nature of Things : But left all fuch Matters as

they found them, declaring themfelves Servants in God's

Houfe, and that all their Bufmefs was, to do and publifli their

+ Mailer's
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Mader s Will. And thofe, who dU officiate in die Public ^f-
fimhlys of the Gentiles (who were of the Houfliold of Faifh)
at Stewards of tiie Myftcrys of God, were Ibch as the Lay-
Chriftians call'd the Brethren ordain'd, conftituced and appoin-
ted by their Suffrages, given by the holding up of their

Hands'^. Bucinthefe Popular Ordinations the Apoftles did
prefide, that they might be the more regular, declaring and
initiating the Perfon ordain'd by folemn FafHng and Prayer.
And in this fenfe the Apoftles were faid x&^oromv Tr^to-jSuTepss,

a Phrafe commonly usM in thofe Countrys, and taken from
their Forms of Civil Government f.

Agreeably to this new way of Ordination (quite contrary
to that by the Chirothefia among the Jews) 'tis more than
probable, that they planted the Churches in a very difFerenc

way i and gave 'em different Rules of Society aud DifcipHne
from the Church at Jerufalem : Introducing a great Dlftenfion
from the reformed Jews, in the Simplicity of Worfhip, and
the Methods of Difcifllne and Covermnent. Tliefe Churches
therefore were held a Schifmatical fort of Aflemblys, with

which is very ill tranllated in our Englifh Bibles.

+ Tis known that at Athens^ upon ena^'mg a Law^ or repealing one, the No-
m')thet£, who were the Reprefentatives of the People, gave the Chiroton'ia of
the People j

and yet the Athenian Law fays, S'tA'xe.^orav'iAV J^<h ToiHv t»c

TfoeJ^f:»f mfi r^Tuv ruv voiaw. Let the Prodtdri, who were to the Nontothe-

tit, but as Sheriffs to a Common Hall, ma^e the Chirotonia to all Laws. Dd-

moj}. contr. Timocr. And whereas 'tis known that the People of Athens did

chufi their Magiftrates by the Chirotonia; Demoji. Ehil. i. Tet Pollux fays
^

that the Thefmothetd, who were but, like Sheriffs, the Aiagijhates or Prefi-

dents of the Affembly, met to ordain or appoint a Magiflrate, did r^ATiy'^i Xch^O"

rovtiv. L. 8. c. 8.

In this fenfe Mofes is faid to make Rulers, and to chufe able Men to bn

Heads over the People, Exod. 18.25. Deuci.ig. inafmuchas hepropos'dtbe Afa-

gijhacy to 'em, and the Qualifications of the Men that were to bear it. But 'twas
the People rejoh'd there flmld befuch a Magiftracy, and chofe the Men who were
to be invejiedwith it. Tfjeyfaw, as itfollowd, that the thing proposed was goodfor
'em to do, and they comply'd with it, v. 14. It's remarkable that naras-rKr^i,

the wnd us'd by the Septuagint, is us'd by the befl Greek Writers, for a
Pr-jpoful made to thofe, who have Authority to ena^l it. And Calvin fays, it's a
common Phrafe among the Roman Hiftorians, Confulcm qui Comitia habnerit ere-

affe novoi Magiftratw non aliam ob caufam, nifi quia fuffragii receperit^ <(y

Populum moderate ejl in eligendo. Calv. Infi. 1. 4. c. 3. §. 1 5.

H whom
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whom it was no more lawful to have any Religious Commu-
nion, than it vvas to have common Entercourfes with the Per-

fons that compos'd 'em. Peter was afraid to be cenfur'd for

the one when he had Communion with the Church at Anti-

och, and for the other, when he did but converfe with Cor-
nelius. ThisSuperfticionof the Jews towards the Gentiles,

is intimated tous by that common Phrafe, That ic was unlaw-

ful to go in to 'em, or to eat with 'em : Whereby all Civil

and Religious Communion is denoted *. The Jews had very
narrovv' Spirits, and treated all as Strangers to God, and all

hopes of a better Life ^ who were Aliens from their Church,
and the Com.monwealth of Ifrael. I liope my Reader will

excufe m.e for being lb particular in the Reprefentation of thefe

two forts of woiQiipping AHemblys : Since it will make all

that will be faid, upon the Apoftles Pra(Stice and Example in

Occafional Communion with both thefe Affemblys, much
more clear andeafy. Befides, thefe Thoughts being fome-

W'hatoutof the common way, I promife my felf, that the

Novelty will compenfate for their length.

It vv ill appear to every one that perufes 'em ferioufly, that

there are not greater Differences (to fpeak the moil: modeftly)

betvveenany Proteftant Churches, than there were between
thofeof the reformed Jews and Gentiles: And yettheApo-
ftleshad Commumcn Statedly W'ith the one, and Occafionally with

the other. St. Peter ^ who was the Apoftle, and great Tea-

Gal. 2. 7. cherof the reformed Circumciiion, and a very drift obfer-

verof theLaw, as appears by his fcrupling to go to Corneli-

us,and his refufing to ufe the Liberty God gave him in a Vifion,

to eat Meats forbidden by Mofes's Law 5 yet went in unto the

Reform'd Gentiles at Antioch ; eat with them, ayid Hvd in

all reffechs as they did : And fo did the Other Jews that were
with him. By thefe Phrafes nothing lefs can be intended,

than theintire Freedom he us'd upon that occafibn from the

Law of Mofes. and his intire conformity to the manner of

"^ Asaj'pcars, A^s ii. 23. n-here Peter being accused
'^f going in to the

Vncircumcis'd, and ezringn^jth thtm^ jullifys himfelfy ver. 15, 16^ 17. only by

vindicating hjs pr:acbing t) tbi/n, and baptJTjng than in the is\xme of the F.i-

tber. Son
J
and Holy Ghoj}.

Gil. 2. 12

J 2, 14.

Wor-
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WorQiIp and Difclplins receiv'd among the Chriftlans at Antl-

och, who at that rime were freed from all Jewifhlmpofitions.

For btfides chat this Phrafeology denotes this to us, Sr. Peter's

Carriage and Behaviour ro the reformed Jews, who came
.down to Antioch from St. James, puts it beyond difpute:

For upon their arrival, he immediately withdraws from the

^Ccn-!r,union of the Chriftlans, betaking himfelf again to his

Jewiih Rites and Superftitions •, and fo did the other Jews tliac

were with hi:r. St Peter did not conceal his Converfation
with Cornelius, but infilled on his Juflification. For tho in-

deed it was thou^lu unlawful to have any Converfation withAcisio.
the Gendles upon any account whatfoever, as St. Peter him- 23. lie

fcif owns^ before his Commiifion and Succefs, convinced /'^'«^^«'';5

both him anda'lthe reformed Jews of the contrary, in the
Jf

'-'^''''^
^-^

Ca;e of Cornelius : Yet even then, neither he nor tliey knew joh^ fa-
more, tlian that as he preach'd up the Chriftian Dooi-ine to

the Jews, without interrupting their Obfervation of the Law
of Moles •, fo he was to preach the fame Do(5trine to the Gen-
tiles, but profelyting 'em withal to the obfervation of the

faid Law. For St. Paul, to whom the Revelation was folely

made, that Mofes's Law was not binding to the Gentiles, as

we have before obferv'd, had not as yet communicated that acIs 10.

MyfteryoF theGofpelj not coming up to Jerufalemi about Afts 15.

it, till fome Years afterwards. So that tho St. Peter had con-
versed with Cornelius and his Family, to profely te them to ^ Vg^'

the Chriftian Dodtrine, and to the Obfervation of the Law *, '

and had fatisfy'd the Jews of the Lawfulnefs of his Practice :

Yet fince he fear'd left what he had done at Antioch fliould

come under their notice, 'tis a certain Sign, that there was more
in this Practice, than there was in the former. And it was
this, that he, who was a Jew, having ac that time convers'd
and worihip'd God with the reformed Gentiles, without any
manner of regard to the Law of Mofes ^ did not know what
treatment and uneafinefs he might meet widi from the Jews up-
on that account. For they were not as yet appriz'd, or an

leaft perfuaded, that Mofes's Law was abrogaced to them,

and its Rites and Ceremonys become indifferent things 5 tho

they had, before this, own'd, that it was not binding, nor

its Hices necelfary to the Gentiles. Tho therefore, to avoid

this Inconvenience, he diffembPd and conceal'd the Truth, in

H 2 actios
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adting as if thefe Ceremonys were neceflfary --, yet it is plain

Gal 2 12 that bs had declar'd before, they were indifferent, by his Oc-
,2.' '

'cafional Conformity to a Gentile Church.

St. Pattl had upon fome Occafions Communion with the

Afts 9.1 5. Jews. His ftated Communion, we may be fure, was wi[h the

13.2/47.* Gentiles: For he was their Apoftle by God^s fpecial Favor
22- 21. 2nd Commiflion. He was fenfible of the Honor that was

c^i
''^* done to him. and greatly magnify'd his Office. For to him

25 *2 7?^' it was made known, by fpecial Revelation, that Ciirift had in

Gal 2.9. his Flelh abolil¥d the Law of Mofes's Commandments con-
Ephef. 3. tain'd in Ordinances, and thereby broke down that Partition

2> ?. 5, <5- Wall, which kept the Gentiles ftrangers from God, and Fo-
Rom. II.

^g-jgj^ej.^ ^Q the Commonwealth of Ifrael, making them Fei-

Ephef. 2. low-Citizens with the Saints, and of the Houfliold of God.

i5>i9- He v^s very forward to make known this Counfel of the

mod High : For we find it the Subjed of his Epiftles to the

Galatians, Ephefians, and to the Hebrews : And more or

lefsinfifled oninmoftof his Epiftles to the reft of the Gen-

tile-Churches. He declar'd to them , that God was to be wor-

(hip'din the fimplicity of theGofpel, without the Works of

the Law : And fettled them according to different Rules of

Difcipline and Government from the EftabliilVd Church of

the Jews. By which he brought a very great Diflenfion into

the Reformed part of the World. Neverthelefs the Succefs

of this Doiftrme and Enterprize, anfwer'd the Force of the

Truth, and his Zeal in declaring it. It fpreadover all Afia

and Greece in a very ftiort time. So that he became the'

great Envy of all the Jews, bt-ing reviPd and perfecuced,

not only by the Unbelievers, but by thofe that had Reform d.

Thofeof 'em who liv*din Afia, and faw what this Apoftle

was a doing, follow'd him up to Jerufalem, and thei e mov'd

Aftsii- a Riot: by which Paul narrowly efcaping with his Life, loft

87, 28. his Liberty ', being confin d fome years at Ca?farea, and af-

terwards at Rome *, whence he aftures the Ephefians he

Eph. 3. 1. was a Prifoner for preaching up diis Dillenfion, the great My-
6. 19,20. ftery of theGofpel.

And yet as high flown a DifTenter as he was, both from

the Church eftabliflVd by Law, and in part reformd: Yet,

fomeihing like a Nonconformift, he could communicate with

her upon Occalion. Andlfuppofeit\vill not bedeny'd, that

he



in refpefl to Tio!eJ}.int DiJ]hucrs, 5J
hedidit-withagoodConfcience. For whilft he was fowiag

this DHlenfion over all A(ia and Grece, he made the Vow ot

peculiar Separation from the World, and Devotion to God,

cominonly calFd ti^e Vow of a Nazarite •, which expirM ac

Cenchrea : Where to make it public, that the vow'd term of Aft.ig.i8.

time was at an end, he Ihav'd his Head. He rook great care

to be at Jerufalcm to oblerve the Feaft of Penteco(tj and ^-^i.

there he again made a Vow, for fuchaterm, as might expire

with the Vowsof four Men, Members of the Church ac Je-

rufalem : That fo he might obferve the Rites of this Vow,
and of his Purification from it, in common with them, and

according to the known Orders and Pradiceof the Eftablillid Afts 2i,

Church. i\nd tho he was falfly accusd of polluting the 23,24,2-%

Temple-, yet he adureshis Countrymen the Jews at Rome, 21.28.
upon his arrival there, in order to anfwer to this Accufatioii 24.25.

before Cefar to whom he had appeal'd, that- the charge was
wholly falfe, for that he had committed nothing againft the

People, or the Curtoms of their Fathers. Which was as much 28. 17.

as to fay, that he had walk'd orderly and kept the Law. And
that we mayn't imagine any of ihefe Inftances of his Occafio-

nal Conformity to have been a meer Accident, or to have
hjppen'd thro a furprize. or to be a Practice for which he cou'd

not account: Hededares, that it was his conftant cuftom, to

the Jews to become a Jew, as well as a Gentile among the
J^ "^'"i

^*

Gentiles- Nay, io full is his Example in this cafe, to exempt '

us from all doubt of his Occafional Conformity, that he dic^

not only jconform to the Jewiih WorllVip upon fome occafions

himfelf, but advis'd Timothy to conform too: Who was to aOs r5. 5.

have his ftated Communion with thofe Churches, which Paul

planted in Afiaand Greece, and who were forbid to be cir-

cumcis'dj or to obferve any Law of Mofes, excepring the

Abftinence from things ftrangled and from Blood, which
heenjoyn'dtoa very fewof em. For Timothy was circum-

cis'd at the time, thathe was to go forth with him to be his fel-
^^^'^•

low-helper, in fettling thofeCimrches, and his Companion in

the Lord. And yet further, to convince us that even his ad-

vi(ingO:ca(ional Conformity was but meerly Occafional, he
would not fuff;;r Titus to be circumcisd ac Jerufalem-, whofe
Cafeat tirft view feems robejuit the fame with Timothy's:

For they were boih Greeks, both converted by Paul, and both qj. 2. 5.
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Tic. 1. 4. us'd as his Meflfengers and CoLr>panions ; Yet with this Dlipari-
I Tim.1.2. fy i^ t[^e ^aig^ which will ferve to prove his Advice to Timo-

thy ftill -more remarkably Occaiional, tliat his Advice to Ti-
tus was given at Jerufaiem, the Center of the Jews, and their

Religions when that to Timothy was given at Lyftra in Ly-
caonia, out of the Sphere of t!); Jewiih Powerj and where
that Religion was but barely tolerated.

Thus 1 think it appears beyoivd Contradidlon, that the Apo-
ftle Peter, and divers other Jews, the ftated Communicants
with the Retorm'd Church of the jews, were Occafional ones
with the Churches of the Genriles : And that Paul and Timo-
thy, tho fjx'd Communicants with the Separate AfTembiys of
the Chriftian Gentiles, did join upon Occafion in the Mddes
of Worihip us'd by the Reform'd Jews, according to the Rites

of the Eftablifli'd Church. However acprefent thefedo not ap-

pear to be any thing more than i^^tc?^ in Sacred Story;, unlefs

we can find out the Reafoas upon which the Apoftles allow'd

•; themfelves in this Practice i and can make it appear, that thofe

Reafons were not peculiar to their Cafe, but remain yet in

force to all Chriftians in the like Circumftances. If this can

be made out, the Fa(5l will come under the Notion of an Ex-
ample obliging and warranting the like Practice. To do this,

we muft call to mind in the firft place, that Edification or the

Advancement of Religion in our own Minds, or in the

Minds of others, being in the Opinion of the Apoftles, Re-
ligion it felf 5 and the Glory of our great Creator the end
of it, which is advanc'd in proportion to the growth and pro-

grefs Religipn makes : All Rules and Modes of Worftiip muft
^

Rom.14.i7, in their Opinion be fubordinated to it? as means conducing to

19. this great End. Whence it is that St. Paul lays fo great a,

ftrefs upon it, as to regulate all the reft of his Notions and
iCor.12.7. Pra(5tice by it. He declares Edification the end and the mea-

fute of the ufe of all extraordinary Gifts of the Spirit. Where-
14. 4. fore he prefers the Gifts that edify others to thofe that edify

V. r, 2. our felves, and Prophefying to all Gifts, becaufe the moft

13. 1,2,5. ufeful-, and Charity to them all, becaufe infinitely more be-

neiicial to our felves and others than all the reft: As appears •

V. 4, ad 8. from its Duration, and the Peculiar Advantage of its other

Chara(5ters.

The A poftle therefore regulated his Communion with one

Set
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Sec of the trueWordilppers ofGod or the other, by EaificatloH

as a common Standard, by which he regulated the ufe and

value of all the Gifts and Graces of the Spirit : So that 'tis not

to be fuppos'djthat he who aim'd fo much at Edification, would
have taught the Woriliip of God without the Obfervation of

any Ceremonys of the Eftablilli'd Church, if he had not

thought, that that fimple way of Worfhip tended mod to the

building up of Chriftians in their Holinefs and Comfort : And
yet he thought him felfoblig'd to worfhip God fometimes in

the ufe of thofe Ceremonys, that he might not irritate the

Jews, and hinder his Ufefulnefs and their Edification ; but

might on the contrary win upon them, and teftify that he did

not think, that God had caft away his People of the Seed of
Abraham, or that they were to be treated like Caftaways,

by a total Abf^inence from their Communion. He declares

indeed that he was free from all, that is, from any Obligation

to ferve Mens Humors, or the Ceremonial Law : But yec

that he was a Servant to all, that he might not preach and la-

bour in vain. To them that were under the Law, i. e. ofMo-
fe?, he became as under the Law, that he might gain them that

were under the Law : To them that were without the Law, i. e.

of Mofes,as without the Lavv,that he might gain them that were
without the Law : To ffrong Men in Chrifl he made ufe of all

hisLiberty,and conceal'dnopartofhismofladvanc'd Knowledg, i Cor. c.

whilff to the Weak he became as weak: Being thus made ail ^9,^^^2i,

things to all Men, that he might fave fome. That was the End he
^^*

aim'd at ; And therefore he took all imaginable Care, that his

Chriflian Knowledg and Liberty, as well as his Power, fhould
be us'd to the Edification and not to the Deftrudion of any,
for whom Chriff had dy'd. He was refolv'd not to ruin weak
Jews, nor weak Chriffians ; but chofetobear the Infirmitys
of both, yielding as far as he could to the ailuming Temper of Rom.i 5.1.

the one, and the tender Confciencesof the other, witboiiL giv-
ing countenance to the Faults of either fide. He dioughc
Occafional Communion a proper Method to heal their Breach-
es, and to difcharge a good Confcience ; Hoping thereby to
pleafe all Men in all things, and to avoid the Ofcceof Jew
and Gentile. Wherefore he enjoins them, not only in imita-
tion of iiim; butof our common Pattern, who pleased not
himfelf, to pleafe their Neighbours for their Good to Edifica- v. 2, 5, 7,

cion.
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GaL 6. 2. tion. For he knew this was not only a proper Expedient to

win them over trom their Follys, but a good Opportunity to

a^Gi.iitian Forbearance and Toleration 5 no ioconfide^

rable part of that Godliuefs, which ought to be our conftant

Exercife.

Thus he promoted his own Edification, and that of others,

by Occaiional Conformity to the eftablidi'd Church. But

his Conformity was always manag'd with a due Guard and

Caution, left he fliould countenance and abet the Modes of

Worfliip and Difcipline he only bore with. He call'd all Men
to Liberty, proclaiming a Freedom from Mofes's Law, pub-

licly to the Gentiles in Afia and Greece, and privately to the

moft eminent of the Reform'd Jews at Jerufalem, wjien he went
^' ^' thither to confult about the Reform'd Gentiles. But where he

thought theJews Prejudices fogreat,and theirKnowledg fo weak
and confus'd, as that it was altogether unlikely to convince

them, or to get any thing by his endeavours to do it, but Ha-

tred and Oppofition in the Courfe of his Miniftry, whicli.
^^'^^' comparing to a Race, he exprefles under the Metaphor of run-

ning in vain -, he not only conceal'd his Knowledg, but wor-

(hipd God in their Way i circumcifing Timothy, and making

Vows, and purifying himfelf according to the Law, at the time

of their Accomplifliment. But when he did fo, it was always

done in that manner, and under thofe Circumftances, tiiat the

Jews could infer no more from his Pradice, than that he did

not think them finful : and fo could, according to his Chriftian

Liberty, comply with them upon Occafion. But when the

Jews would impofe them upon him or others, or by any o-

ther overt h&. declare, that they expeded his Compliance

with them, as things that were neceflary or preferable to the

Simplicity ofthe Gofpel : Or when at any tiine his Compliance

would have made it a necedary Inference, that he thought

them fo •, then he abftain'd from the ufe of them, flood up

in the Defence of his Liberty, and commanded others in the

5. 1. Name of the Lord, not to be entangled agaia with any Yoke

of Bondage.
, ^ ,

Thus, for Example, he circumcis'd Timothy a Greek at

Ly ftra, that he might not irritate nor offend the Jews
^
in thofe

Quarters: But would not fufjFer Titus to be circumcis'd at Je-

rufalem, ieff the Jews (hould have taken Umbrage, that he

thought Circumcifionneceilary. For the Jews at Jerufalem,

who
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who were mighty Hi^h-Flyers, demanded it •, coming as Spysto en-

fnare him, and fee what they could get from his Praftice tor the
Advant.ige ot" their Ceremouys. And would have certainly given out,

thatthe Caulcof Liberty had been yielded up, if Titus had been
forc'd to lubmit to the Law, at the time, that St. Paul came to Je-

rufalem,to vindicate the Freedom o\ the Gentiles from its Obligation.

Upon this Occafion therefore, he boldlv declares and alTerts his O-
pinion, gives no Subjection to thele Impofers

;, but defends Titus, Gil. 2. 5,

and forbids himto be compelTd, that he might !iot betray Chrillian 4> S'

Liberty, and this Truth of theGofpel, that we are free from all

Men, and only under the Law to Chrift. Li the fame manner he
complys withthe Advice of James and the Elders to oblcrve the

Law of Mofes and the
^

Rites it enjoin'd
i when they intimated,

that they did not expeA his Compliance, under the Notion of Obe-
dience to that Law ;,

bnt only as an Agreement with their Opinion,
and a prudent Method to avi)id offending the Jews, who were very
zealous of that Law themfelves,^ and very angry with him, for hi§

Zeal againft it i upon the Suppofition that he taught the Jews, that

were among the Gentiles to forlake it. And to Ihew that this was
their fenfe o\ the matter i they farther add, they had dcclar'd the
Gentiles (and confequently him as their Apoftle) free from its Ob- Afts 2.1. a
ligation. But when the Jews would have perluaded theGalatians to 20 ad 2$..

have obferv'd Mofes's LaAv, as Perlons under it, or oblig'd by it,

and to whom this Compliance by conlequenee was neceflary, he for- Gal. 5.2.
bids them the Compliance upon pain of Damnation.
And no wonder he Ihould manage himfelf thus in relation to the

Ceremonys of the Law ^ fince he often declares them things indif- ver,4.

ferent : And therefore was oblig'd to regulate his ufe of them by the

fame Maxims, that he regulated his ule of all other things of the

fame nature. He ranks Circumcifion (under which, as the Initiato-

ry Rite, hemdudesall others enjoin'd to the Jewilh Church) with 4. 10, ir.,

the u(e of Meats, Herbs, and the obfervation of Days ^ and the

Gircumcis'd and Uncircumcis'd in Chriit, with Male and Female, Col.3.1 1,

Barbarian, Scythian^ Bo:k1 and Free : Noneof which have any ne- Gal. j., 28.

ceffary connection with the Fear or the Favour of God, fince with
God there is no refped of Perfons. And hence he gives the very
fame Advice to the Gircumcis'd and Uncircumcis'd in Chjift, as he
does to the Bond and Free ^ commanding 'em all to remain in the State i Cor. 7.
wherein they were call'd, without being follicitous to have it alter'd. 18,15,, 2c
Since thsn he declares the Ceremonys of the EftabliQi'd Church to 21! ' *'

beintheClafs of indiflPerent Things-, we may come to a farther

knowledg when he thought, that he might and ought to comply
with them, from the Rules he lays down about the ufe of other
tilings of the fame nature. Now his Rules about the ufe of Meats
unclean by the Law, or by having been offer'd to Idols, feemto
amount to thefe : That we ought to ufe them as far as they will edi-

fy •, and that we may ufe them when they don't delhoy, either by
cauling the Offence of weak Chriftians, or theCouffirraation of any

I nuQt
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Rom. 1 4-9. man in his Error. The firft of thefe Rules he lays down in fo ma-

ny words, as the Sam of his Difcourle about feme indifferent things.

And the others maybe juftly collededfrom the Direftions he gives

I Cor. 8. about Meats, that' were held unclean, becaufe they had beenof-
*0' fer'd to Idols i

whether they were eaten in the Idols Temple, or at
lo. 27.

g^^ Idolater's private Table, or in the Believer's Houfe : but which
V. 25. j^g Jjgj bought in the Shambles,where thefe Meats had been fold.

In all thefe cafes he direds them not to eat, where they (hould by

their Example induce an ignorant Ghriftian to do the fame ^ to
1 Cor. 8.

^;yjiojn becaufe it was not of Faith, it would .be Sin. Nor when
4>8,9,iO'

^j^gy fhould countenance the Errors of the Heatheti, and give 'em
Rom. 14.

j.g^pQj^ fQ conclude they held their Idolatry lawful. And there-
^^'

fore tho they might eat of Meats offer'd to Idols in the Idol's Tem-
I Cor. 8. pie, upon a common Invitation to partake of good Cheer ^

* yet
^°- they might not partake of thofe very Meats ata Feaft in an Idolater's

private Houfe, or any where elfe, if anyone did ask 'em to eat of

thofe Meats as a Teft, whether they held their Idolatry lawful.

10. 28. For if any Man fay, Here Ghriftian, " this is offer'd in Sacrifice to

" Idols, and I'll watch what you'll do : Then they were to ab-

flain for the fake of his Confcience or Judgment that faid fo ^ that

• their Liberty to eat thofe Meats might not be made a Reafon, for

V. 29. him to judg, that his Idolatry was allowable. For, fays the Apoflle,

whether ye eat or drink,do all to God's Glory, and therefore don't

doit, when it will give Offence to the Gentiles, that is, to the Hea-

thens (or when it will caufc them to offend) no more than you

would do it, to give an occafion of Offence to the Jews, or to the

Church of God, whether of Jews or Gentiles *, fince in this cafe
V. 31, '32' you would walk as uncharitably as in the other. But thefe being

the only cafes wherein the ufe of Meats offer'd to Idols was for-

bid, in all others it was allow'd. And fince thefe Rules were

given about the ufe ofMeats, under the notion of indifferent things,

' the fame Rules belong to the Obfervation of theJewilhCeremonys:

Which St. Paul always comply 'd with, when they gave no offence to

the Rcform'd Jews and Reform'd Gentiles ^ and as conffantly abflai-

I Cor. 10. YiQd frora,when the Compliance would have given Offence to either.

32. And as St. Paul comply 'd with Modes in Worfhip that were in-

different, fo he join'd in Worfhip with a Church, that had many
Corruptions and Irregularitvs too. For that the Elfabliflfd Church

contain'd many, we have fliew+i aUarge before. But he join'd with

her in order to exercife his Chriftian Charity, and to become more

ufeful, and without ever joining in thofe Parts which were fo cor-
'

rupt. And he thought avoiding all Communion in any part of the

Wcrftiipthat was corrupt, and conftant Communion with the

^ That it was lawful to eat Meats offered to Idols In the Idol's Temple is

plain^ fince in the ^th ver. the believing Corinthians are faid to have that Liber-

ty. And in the loth ver. this Liberty is called Knowledg : and the ufe of this Li-

berty being only forbid in the Cafe of Scandal^ it follovcs^ that 'tii lawful in itsfelf^

dnd in any CircutnJJances, that of Scandal only excepted.

Church
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Church it felf, that bad thofe Corruptions, would be a fufficient

guard againft giving them any Countenance or Encouragement. In

this he had his great Lord and Mafter for a Pattern, who join'd in

the Worlhipof the Temple and the Synagogue among the Jews,
in the Days of his Life-, tho there werefach Deviations in a great

many parts of it from Mofes's Inllitution, that had he then aroO
from the Dead, he wou'd never have own'd it for his. And yet I

fuppofe it will not be fa id, that either our Saviour or his Aportles,

the great Reformers of Mankind, gave any Countenance to the Cor-
ruptions of God's Wordiip.

In fine, the fame Rules thatdireded the Apoftles, hold for ever

in the ufe of indifferent things •, and particularly in Conforming to

a Church, that has, or is thought to have any Irregularitvs and De-

fects. And if the Occafions wherein Conformity' with fuch a

Church is us'd and forborn, be regulated by thefe Principles, how
humorfom (bever occafional Compliances with them may appear to

Men, who do notconfider, or are refblv'd to banter and ridicule :

Itwill be allow'd by all fober Minds., to be a Pradice, built upon
the moft durable Foundation •, even upon C'laritv, which mud: jall,

when a great many other Chriftian Gifts and Virtues will fail, I

don't think it worth my while to make any particular Application of

the Pradice and Principles of the Apoftles, to the Occafional Con-
formity, and the ftated Abftinence of the DifTenters from the Cc-
remonysof the Church. I am afraid of being tedious. And I

think I have taken care to reprefent the Cafe of the Reform'd Jews
and Gentries in the Apoftolical Times, fo parallel and analogous to

that of the Reform'd Eftablifli'd Church and the Di (Tenters, that a

particular Application is unnecefTary. The intelligent Reader will

be able, by cafting his Eye a little back, to fave me the pains, and
fix it better in his own Memory.

I (hall only fay this, that I am heartily forty, feme Gentlemen ^^' . f-^

of uncommon Penetration and Difcernment, who have taken a great ^^y^
'""

deal of Pains, to convince the DifTenters of the Hypocrify and Ab- cafmal'
iurdity of Occafional Communion, had not liv'd in the Apoftles conformity
Days ^ that they might have fet them right in this perverfe Pradice. of Dijfen-

Their Arguments had been as unanfwerable to them, as they are tersin Ca-
now to the Nonconformifts. For they would have told St. Peter, fes of Pre-

St. Paul and the reft of 'em, that either Comjpliance with the E- ferment,

ftablilh'd Church was lawful or unlawful : If lawful, that they Mr.Stubh

ought to comply always : If unlawful, how could they comply at ^^^fnon^

all .<* AnotherGentlemanwou'dhave convinc'd 'em, withthe Aflif ^"''^'"^'"';

tance of Mr. Pool's, and the AlTembly's Annotations upon i Kings -'"^

J^*^*^;

»

18. 21. that fuch Ambidexter Doings was halting between two O-
"fyalit h'

pinions, and an uncertainty in Judgment not to be allow'd. Or 'i( jign/jj'!
their Realbns had not been fo fuccefsful, they cou'd not have fail'd^^^^c/,-^*^,

to have perfuaded 'em by their Rhetoric. For they wou'd have af- gahfi Oc
fur'd 'em, " That it was being Proteus's in Religion, playing at cafional

" Bopeep with God Almighty, and halting betwixt Gocfand Baal : €ommmi'

t' That on.
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*^ That it was like a Ship wich her Sails hal'd fome back and fome fuli^

" Like a Workman that builds with one hand, and yulls down with the other
j

" Like a Kiflierman, who catches tiih with one hand, and throws them in-

" totlic Sea with the other ; like every tiling which ligaiiies nothing. Thty
*' would have all iifd,them that to lay a Man eou'dbeot two Religions, was

*' aContradiftion, unldi there were two Gcds to worfliip, or he had two

DP'*' ^^"'^ ^'^ ^•*^^- '^"^ ^^^^ Religion was the Sacred ProfefTion of the Name

7 '&c^
" of God-, fervinghim, believing in him, eyped^ing from him; and like

/nq-AiKO.c.
^^ ^_^ ^^^ .^ refers to, w'as in one and the fame Objeft, one and the fame

^U%'bFs " fh'"g' indivifibleandinfcparable: That there was in it no Neuter Gen-

V t
" ^^^' "° Ambiguous Article , God or BJal : and that Mediums were

onm.p.io.
j^ jn,pQ(f,bie^ If dj^y had but had the good luck to prevent the

Occafional Communion of the Apoftks by thefe mifterly Strokes of Reafbn

and Rhetoric, they might have prevented the like Practice among the Dif-

fcnters-, cr filenc'd 'em atleaflasa parcel of Shufflers and Legerdemains.

But fmce the Apoftles had the good fortune to elcape their LaOi, and their

Attempts to prevent this Pra^ice, 'cis to behop'dthat for the tuture the

Piflenters may do fo coo.

POSTSCRIPT.

^ ,. , T Tmay notbe improper to take notice of the Arts that Julian the Apo-
fulun s

!_ ^^^^ ^^^,^ jQ extirpate Chriflianity. Poflibly he will hardly now a days be
Arts to m-

aiio^v'(i ^o have been a Perfecutor, for the Gentleman made no Sanguinary
dermine

^^^,^ ^^^^^^ ^j^^ Chriftians. He equally envy'd their Doftnne, the Honor
and extir-

of Martyrdom, and Succefs. But if his Perfecution of the Chriftians was noc
pate Chn-

^^ violent, yet certainly no Methods were ever fo well contriv'd for their Ex-
j/Mw^O', by

tirpacion. He firA expos'd them under the Name ot Galileans to Scorn and
Mr.iam.

contempt. In the next: place he pull'd down their Academys and Schools.

Johnlon. ^^ ^^^^^ proceeded to mapacitate them for all Places Civil and Military j and

when he had difarm'd thera, fell to divide the Spoil.

Mr.QuklCs It is remarkable too, that the depriving the Proteftants in France of the

SynoScon Capacity of holding any Office or Place of Truft, which had been confirm'd

Introd. to them by feveral Articles ofthe Ediftof Nants, was one ot the firft fteps

Seft. 2T, taken to repeal that Edift, and extirpate the Reformation.

^ 29. It will not be arai6 neither to infert thefe Occafional DoBrines and Prafnces

«f the Apoftles.

v.p.50,51.. St. Peter generally wordiipp'd God wich the ufe of Jewifti.Ceremonys, but

fcmetimes without them.

v.p.52,53. St. Paul worfhipp'd God generally without the Jew ilh Ceremonys, but

fometimes with them.

Afts i<5.3. He advisM Timothy to be circumcis'd at Lyftra, but would not allow Ti-

G.il. 2. g, tus to be circumcis'd at Jerufalem.

Aftsi 5.24. And he did it in a Progrefs made to deliver a Decree, which term'd Cir-

cumcifioti a SnbvcrfionofmensSculs.

tCor.y.iy. He advis'dall that were Jews to remain fo j and ycttold the Galatians, it

G.i'. 5.2. they became fews they could not be fav'd. _,

i Cor. 8.10. He allows the Corinthians to eat Meats offer d to Idols, in the Idols 1 em«

JO. 27,28. pie •, and forbids them to eat thofe Meats at an Idolater's privace Temple.

He that has read the Scriptures, till he is able to folve thefe Paradoxes,

«ill underftand the Reafons of Occafional Conformity, and none elle.

FINIS.
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