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INTRODUCTION.

EVERY Writer wifhes to have fomething

underftoodj though he may feldom fuggefl the

truth, refpefting himfelf.

That I am approaching the extremity of life,

may be credited, from my garrulity, from a ge-

neral recurrence to diftant events, as authorities,

and from an afFeftation of prophecy or predic-

tion.

—That I am difmterefted, will not be fup-

pofed, at a time when the poffibility of difinte-

reftednefs is difputed. Concealing my name,

even
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even from the Printer and Publilherj laying in-

difcriminately befoie the exalted Perfonage I

addrefs, the truths that occur to me ; and cenfu-

ring equally his friends and opponents : it will be

difficult, for it is difficult to myfelf, to imagine

any interefts aftuating my mind, befides thofe

of a public nature.

That I have not been a fpeclator only of the

incidents of this age, every man of bufinefs will

difcern by internal evidence—That I am not an

Author by profeffion, will be perceived by the

loweft retainer of periodical criticifm—My great

objecl is, to roufe latent principles in a mind I

think excellent, wliich has been neglected, or

milled with dengn. If I fucceed, I fhail filently

carry the fatisfaction to the tomb that awaits me

—If I fail, my lall, will only fhare the fate of

fome former efforts—and their inefficacy will re-

concile me to their oblivion.

CON-
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LESSON I.

VIEW OF THE prince's EDUCATION, AND ITS EFFECTS^

Pri'vaiasfpes agitantes, fine publka cura. Tac*

Demetrius Phalereus advifed Ptolomy to

ftudy books ; becaufe things might be written in

them, which his friends dared not advife.

Your Royal Highnefs is refpe6lfully requefted to

confider the prefent fedlion as an hiftorical picture,

in which you are the principal figure.

B It
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It is the reproach of the Englifh education, that

ornamental objedls are preferred to thofe of utility ;

and an invariable mode of forming a fcholar is ap-

plied to all the purpofes of life. The preceptors of

your Royal Highnefs are not anfwerable for the de-

feats of a plan, in the formation of which they were

not confulted.* They may be fufficiently juflified

by your proficiency in the belles lettres, and in the

general accomplifliments of a gentleman.

In moral arrangements, and in prudential prepara-

tions for the firll impreffions of fociety, the royal

fyftem was extremely defe£live. The education of

the King had been monaftic ; and the Queen, bred

in the oeconomy of a little court, introduced a fpe-

cies of penury, as unfavourable to the minds, as

it may be advantageous to the private fortunes of the

royal children.

The moment of your Royal Highnefs's emancipa-

tion was that of a prifoner from confinement : you

* The quefHon, < Whether it was expedient the Princes

* fiiould be fcholars?' greatly agitated the domeftic cabinet of

B Houfe almoft a year. Dr. M— and Mr. J— had en-

gaged them in the road of knowledge. Lord H— traverfed

their endeavors ; and they were exchanged for the fupple H—

d

and the inilgnificant A—.
plunged



LESSONS TO A PRINCE.

plunged into the joys of fociety, with the avidity of

One who had never tafted joy.

The ftrong contraffc formed by the pleafurable

World and Buckingham-houfe : and the petty fpirit

of reproach and crimination incident to parents of

reclufe difpofitions— generated that oppofition, of

which the great fa61:ions of the time availed them-

felves, and to which alone it can be beneficial. It

was tafte rather than judgment that determined your

opinion on every thing foftercd at Buckingham-

houfe ; and the maxims of that houfe, which preci-

pitated you into the arms of party, will fhortly be

difcerned to have no affinity with thofe of real pru-

dence, or real wifdom

That I am not devoted to the party at Bucking-

ham-houfe— for I call every combination a party,

which is not formed on public principles—you will

often in thefe lucubrations have occafion to perceive.

The great evil of the oppofition that boafts your

Royal Highnefs's fandlion is, that by an odium which

time and talents have not abated, it fliadows an ad-

miniflration incapable, ignorant, and at enmity with

the eflential principles of a free conftitution. The

prefent miniftry embrace every plaufible pretence to

B 2 cir-
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circumfcribe and abolifli the trial by jury; beftow

honors and benefices with views of corrupt influence

flightly difguifed; employ the pretence of paying ofF

the national debt, to increafe taxes and multiply

eftablirtiments for private purpofes : and they in-

volve the country in a predatory war, in hopes fomc

chances may furnifli pretences for checking the pro-

grefs of that liberty, which at this time menaces

the infidious chicane of the prefent extraordinary

adminiftration; which may call Britain as well as

France to its ftandard ; and beftow on its minif-

ters the fate of Breteuil, Brienne, Launay, and

Calonne. With this a6lual chara6ter, and with

thefe known views, minifters are fecure of their

places, and may proceed without danger, in advan-

cing the interefts of their connections, and inju-

ring thofe of the public ; in infults to all rank,

merit, and fervice, not fubmiffive to their will : and

in the moft impudent jobs for parliamentary corrup-

tion—Why?—Not becaufethey areprotedbedby your

Royal Father— not from their i'ntereft or connections

in the country—not by their abilities and talents

—

BUT MERELY BY THE UNIVERSAL DREAD OF THE

CEPRKDATIONS OF A NEEDY AND PROFLIGATE

CABAL.
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CABAL. Let this dread be removed; let the people

of England be convinced, that the confequence of

difmiffing the prefent adminiftration will not be the

introdudion of this cabal into power, Pitt, and the

corrupt clufter furrounding him, would inflantly fink

under the weight of the public refentment of his

perfidious fervility in all the mafqued and cowardly-

machinations of defpotifm.

Pitt, therefore, may thank your Royal Highnefs

for the profpedl of permanence in a fituation for

which he has no better qualifications than any other

loquacious barrifter, who, by the habit of cloathino-

profufely and indifcriminatcly the ideas of others,

lofes the power of inventive conception, and becomes

as defliitute of original ideas, as of real lionour and

moral principle.

Your Royal Highnefs will think me millaken, be-

caufe you will not eafily imagine I have more wif-

dom or better information, than the perfons on

whofe talents you rely.

« What !" your Royal Highnefs may fay, " fhall

** I attend to the opinions of an unknown writer,

*' who may be a dotard, in oppofition to thofe of a

" Fox, a Burke, a Sheridan, whofe abilities are

B 2
" acknow-
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*^ acknowledged to be fuperiative, and who are

<' forced from the public helm only by the malignity

« of fortune ?"

That I am unknown, is in my favour. By an-

nouncing my name, I might put in a claim to the

attention and patronage of your Royal Highnefs.

That the abilities of the gentlemen you protedl arc

brilliant and fplendid, I will allow ; but that they

are fuperiative, or of the firft order of human talents,

I will examine ; and if you will have the patience tq

attend me, I will enable your Royal Highnefs to

judge.

On a flight recolle£lion of the political atchleve-

ments of Fox, Burke, and Sheridan, your Royal

Highnefs will perceive, that they often furnifhed

high and rapturous entertainment for numerous and

mingled audiences ; and that on queftions of great

importance, and in fituations of confiderable diffi-

culty, their abilities have always difappointpd their

friends.

I am going to hazard an opinion, on which I

would hazard my life—that Mr. Fox, by far the fu-

perior man of the party, is remarkably defe6live in

the great and inventive properties of wifdom—

-

fchemes,
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fchemes, plans, information, or materials, have ever

been colleded for Mr. Fox by all the talents and

induftry of a [ owerful party; and he has, above all

men, the faculty of inftantly giving ordei and ex-

preffion to uncouth and enormous mafTes : but his

mind not embracing the origin of meafures, it is a

chance that he dire6ls them to the ruin or to the ad-

vantage of his party. I will give as inftances—the coa-

lition—the India bill—the inherent right to the re-

gency—and the trial of Warren Haftings—events

which mark the public life of Mr. Fox with national

odium ; and he has incurred it, not from difhonefty,

for if there be an honefl: man among all the political

adventurers and champions of the time, he is Charles

Fox ; but for want ot abilities, for want of wifdom.—

«

Who projedled the coalition, I am not informed.

By internal evidence, I fliould adjudge it the idea

of Burke \ the extravagant abfurdity of it fuits no

other mind.

The India bill, I am well affured, is Burke's owa

offspring; and it ftrongly bears the imprefTion of its

parent.

The do61rine of hereditary regency was furniflied

by Lord Loughborough (the well-known Wedder-

B ^ burne)
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burne) with abundant promifes of authorities and

reafons, which were never fulfilled.

In the trial of Haflings, eloquence has been em-

ployed, like water in an inundation, without judg-

ment and without advantage.

All the objects In the contemplation of Mr. Fox

on thefe celebrated occafions, might have been obtain-

ed—not only without infamy, but with applaufe.

Mr. Pitt has obtained them all, with abilities greatly

inferior, but with the art of profiting by the errors of

Mr. Fox. He has all the advantages of the coalition,

by detaching Robinfon from his old mafler. He has

acquired more power in India than Mr, Fox aimed

at, by only faving appearances with the King. He

has acquired popularity by a doftrine refpedling the

power of two eftates in Parliament, which if advan-

ced by Mr. Fox, would have procured his impeach*

ment : and he has rendered his opponents the inftru-

ments of his own purpofes refpedling Mr. Haftings.*

* If the condudl of the Minifter were thoroughly underftood

in this bufinefs ; if the motives of his fudden converfion to the

opinion that Haftings fhould be impeached, were ftated to Par-

liament and the country by an able and honeft fenator, we

might fee what we have long wanted, a Minifter rendered ac-

tvially refponfible.

2 Such
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Such are the fuperlative abilities of your Royal

Highnefs's principal, though, perhaps, not your fa-

vorite counfellor.

That Burke has talents, no man of fenfe will deny

:

but they are fuperficial, oftentatious, and want the

guidance of judgment and fcience. Satis elo^uentlce

fapientlce parum,

Sheridan, with equal imagination, has more art

;

and being educated in the Green Room of the The-

atre, underflands the method of giving efFeft to every

fentiment, adiion, and expreifion. But he is a mere

artificer of fcenes : his orations are plays in a new

form ; and they produce amufement or admiration,

never convidlion or refpedl.

The abilities and accomplifliments of the three

united would not conflitute a ftatefman, or a truly

great man. Their fancies or imaginations are not

balanced by fcience ; by that high, exalted reafon

which is formed by the calm and patient fludy of

philofophy, a profound acquaintance with hiftory,

and the ftridl difcipline of mathematics.

Your Royal Highnefs will therefore derive no

real advantage from the boafted talents of thefe ora-

tors, unlefs they fliould anfwer Rabelais' defcrip-

tion
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> ' '
'I

tion of Pantagruel, who covered his whole army

with his tongue, and fheltered it from inclemen-

cies and inconveniences.

LESSOISr
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LESSON II.

THE SUBJECT CONTINUED.

Rebus minoribus qui/que tendentes. Tac.

X KNOW your Royal Highnefs is not remarkable

for long or patient attention ; and that the important

habit of it has not been an objeft in your education.

I have, therefore, divided the fubjeft of the firft

lefTon I mean to fubmit to your perufal.

If the champions of the party you have efpoufed

are fuch as I have defcribed—if the combined talents

of the phalanx have not produced public refped

—

what can your Royal Highnefs hope from a fyftem

of favouritifm for the elevation of the moft excep-

tionable.

I do not concur in the trivial obje6lions to Mr.

Sheridan's origin, education, and deftination— If

fhefe were more exceptionable than they are repre-

fented
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fented to be ; they are circumftances in which the

will and chara61:er of the man are not concerned.

I do not objefl to any irregularities, which are the

fair refult of youthful and ftrong paflions.

I believe not one half of the common catalogue of

his ftratagems and expedients to procure or avoid the

payment of money.

But Sheridan is a camelion : his words, his fenti-

mcnts, his paflions, take their colour from furroun-

ding objefts : he feems every thing to every man ;

is unfufceptible of real attachment ; and though he

may have protedlors and admirers, Sheridan is with-

out a friend.

You may peculiarly diftinguifli fuch a man—you

may, on fome future occafion, give him the lead in

your councils: but the power of a throne would

not fuflain him in the fituation.

Recolleft the manner in which propofitions from

him have been received in Parliament, that would

have covered another with glory. Recolle(fl the

principal caufe, in the obtrufion of his interference

during the illnefs of your Royal Father, and in the

method of managing your paflTions to the purpofes of

his ambition.

The
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The artifices of that period were fo clearly and

inftantaneoufly perceived, that the nation felt to its

utmoft extremities a repugnance and deteftation,

wMch the amiable chara<Sler and manners of your

Royal Highnefs could hardly reftrain within the

limits of peace.

Can your Royal Highnefs imagine, the country

was agitated or interefted by the queftion of right?

Do you fuppofe, the probable acceffion of the re*

fpedable and patriotic families of Devonfhire and

Portland occafioned alarm ? Or can your Royal

Highnefs conceive, that exchanging Pitt for Fox in

the offices of venality, could excite the general ter-

ror, which fanclioned refolutions of Parliament the

moft abfurd, the moft unconftitutional, the moft

inimical to Liberty ; which embalmed the numerous

and important errors of your Father's reign; direded

the public wifhes to the royal couch with a fervor

little fhort of idolatry ; and hailed the King's re-

covery as a national falvation ?—No ; it was the

dread of feeing the government of the country de-

graded, by being committed to a cabal,—of which I

ihall give fome defcription.

As it may be neceflary to allude to A lady, I

hope
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hope nothing can efcape me, that may be interpre-

ted into injuftice, or indelicacy to a fex, which is

tinder too many difadvantages from the cuftoms and

laws of the land. Though I am old, I have not

loft my memory of the rapturous feafon of love. I

am incapable of an aft fo daftardly, as to fully the

fame, or wound the peace of a woman.

It it not with love ; it is with artifice and ambi-

tion, I am at war—and they are of no fex.

When you felt the fafcinations of the Perd'ita,

prudence fmiled, and the error was juftified by tafte:

but Cleopatra never faw, never will fee in Anthony,

any thing befides the probable mafter of the world.

Every meafure, from the firft moment of ac-

quaintance, has been fyftematic : the experienced

dame pra6lifed from art the lefTon which Nature

taught Daphne; fhe fled, that Apollo might fol-

low : and by combining a flight and fickle inclina-

tion with Royal impatience, fhe formed a pafliion,

which had been in vain attempted by charms and

talents infinitely fuperior.

Thefe things would not have been worth the

trouble of recording, if the great obje6l of the fyf-

tem had not been political power.

You
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You will perceive the truth, if your Royal High-

nefs will recoUecfl, when impelled by filial duty

to attend your Royal Parent on a fick bed, the

Lady fixed herfelf at Bagfhot, under the fympathe-

tic wing of a Royal D fs, and attended by her

faithful^ dijinterejicdfriends, Mr. and Mrs. ^^heridan.

On this occafion the Cabal was formed, which

with fome variations in its members fubfiflis to this

time, and confifts of—a very great Duchefs, a fair

and plump Lady of great ambition, Capt. P—

,

B— P 1, Mr. and Mrs. Sh n, bcc.

Conceive, Sir, the public fentiment, when a

quefiion of the utmoft importance was depending,

no accefs to your Royal Highnefs could be obtained

no meffage delivered, nor a word fpoken, without

the knowledge of one or more of thefe refpeciabU

Perfonages. The nation loft all judgment on the

fubjefls under confideration : the people faw only

the cabal : the little White Houfe in Pall-mall was

regarded with the feelings of Syracufe at the ear of

Dionyfius; and the Minifter might have marched his

parliamentary adherents over prcJpofitions more ab-

fiird and pernicious, than thofe which affigned to

prepared majorities, in a vicious and inadequate re-

I prefentation,
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prefentation, the whole political power of a free

ftate.

Theproje6led Court of the Regent did not efcape

the public knowledge ; and the great Duchefs had

planned it on the model of that of Comus. The

Lady was to be ennobled, to have her evening

drawing rooms, in the manner of the Countefs of

Yarmouth, and the modes of venality which diflin-

guiflied the politics of that favourite would not

have been inexpedient to the circumftances, or un-

fuitable to the principles of the Cabal.

To accuftom the public eye to the purpofed inver-

fion of rank and order, the great Duchefs introduced

the Lady into the acceffible purlieus of royalty, and

fhe was frequently difplayed, as one of its poffiblc

appendages, within the envied rails of Rotten-row.

I faw the efFed of that difplay on the crowd which

obferved it : and if Pitt or Dundas had formed the

ftratagem, it could not have been more to their pur-

pofe. The heads of all the firft families in the king-

dom were offended at the appearance of Sheridan in

the fore ground, ditring the preparatory tranfadions

for a Regency; but their wives and daughters

felt an infult when the great Duchefs conveyed the

Lady
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Lady in triumph to breathe the royal duft of Rotten-

row.

This is another inftance of the judgment of your

counfellors, who difcern not that important confe-

quences often arife from little caufes.—No circvun-

ftance operated more rapidly and effedually than this

incident on the zeal and attachment of the moft re-

fpe£lable of your friends.

Since the Recovery of your Royal Father, thefe

friends juft fave appearances: they frequently ex-

prefs apprehenfions, that the habit of admitting

and favoring witlings, buffoons, fidlers, fencers,

and bruifers, will continue too long, and fix your

charader with the public. Henry V. to whom your

Royal Highnefs is frequently compared, indulged his

eccentricities at eighteen : your Royal Highnefs is

approaching the age of thirty. Henry's Companions

and his Doll Tearsheet were the revellers of an

hour: your Royal Highnefs is inverted by an inte-

refted, fordid let; their advice, their fuggeftions,

their meafures, would be a profanation of every-

thing princely : the modes of expence, the ftrata-

gems for obtaining money, the intermixture of Royal
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fpies* and princely confidants, the familiarities of ad-

venturers, &c. are not refpedlable, and being long

continued, imprefs on the nation an idea of charac-

teriftic and incurable frivolity. This idea has been

entertained by the moft enlightened and valuable of

your former friends ; and their abfence from your

private parties, or no6lurnal confultations, has given

an artful and defigning adventurer an opportunity of

raifing himfelf into confequence, to the great of-

fence of thofe old and refpedlable families who actu-

ally placed on the throne the Houfe of Brunfwick,

and fupported it againll foreign and domeftic foes at

a great expence of blood and treafure.

I entreat your Royal Highnefs to confider the

circumftances which menace the peace and profperity

of this country, however advantageous its prefent

fituation.

It has efcaped the precipice to which the Ameri-

can war had brought it, by a concurrence of events

in Europe, to which it has not contributed by its ta-

lents or meafures ; though folly may afcribe them to

* Mifs B— P—t and Capt. P are in the family without

appointments, and hope to be the Madame Schwellenburgh

and Jenkinfon of Carlton Houfe.

its
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its Minifters and Councils: thofe events will foon

have their efFedls ; and a ftate of general peace,

which even war muft fhortly produce, wrill favour

that general difpofition in Europe for which philo-

fophy has been long preparing it ; which muft foon

reach this ifland ; and the nature of which I have

undertaken to explain to you.

To contemplate this difpofition, to mark its ap-

proaches, and to judge of its efFefts, may be an em-

ployment as worthy your abilities, as it may be in-

terefting to your future fate.

But this is not to be done among the puerile and

petty diftra£tions of your prefent fituation. Confent

to the wifhes of your Royal Parents—yield to the

earnefl defires of your country, by a marriage be-

coming your dignity, and by the eftablifhment of a

refpe6lable houfehold : and then your Royal High-

nefs may look forward, with thoughtful confidera-

tion, to the incidents and duties that probably await

you.

Ca LESSON
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LESSON III.

IVhat! 'What! if they go on at this rate, in thirty years they 'will

not lea've a King in Europe.

GEORGE III*

XF his Majefty meant arbitrary kings, or perfons

invefted with numerous difcretionary powers, I ara

inclined to adopt the opinion.

Whether the executive power of the State fhould

be in one or in many, is not with me a queftion : but

that the executive fhould controul, direft, or influ-

ence the legiflative ; or that any fpecies of power,

prerogative, or privilege fhould be independent of the

public will, is a queftion to which the abilities of the

world feem at this time to be dire6led.

If your Royal Highnefs would but very curforily

examine the Hiflory of Europe, you would find, in

almoft every page, inflances and a6ls of power, pre-

rogative.
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rogative, and privilege, to the dlfadvantage and in-

jury of fociety. Thefe a6ls have excited convulftons,

which have been denominated rebellion or patrio-

tifm, according to their efFeas. It feems at this

time to be the general purpofe of political philofo-

phy—not to expel or degrade conftitutional kings

—

tut to demolifti thofe fpurious and pernicious beings

which are the offspring of privilege, and whofe

operations are capricious, arbitrary, and mifchie-

vous.

The great inquiry before the philofophical world

is—not the nature of God, the mechanifm of the

tiniverfe, or the compofition of its elements ; but the

principles of fociety. The world has been flooded

with the blood of its inhabitants, by the caprices of

tyrants, under the denomination of emperor, king,

conful, fenate, parliament, and popular affembly ;

and the miferies of millions demand of wifdom,

" Where is the power which eftablifhes and con-

" ne(5ls all the orders of a community, and on which

« they all depend ? Where is the centre to which

" every thing tends, the principle from which all is

« derived, the fovereign that can do every thing ?

" Who can point out to iis the form, the organi-

Q 2
" zation
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<* zation of that moral perfon, a fociety or commu-

*' nity, to which unity is neceflary, and of which

" Liberty is the efFe£t ?"

What anfwers have been made to this demand,

may deferve the attention of your Royal Highnefs ;

as it may enable you to form an opinion on the

King's predi6lion.

The fophiflry of political writers has been ex-

haufted on the comparative merits of monarchies^

ariftocraciesj and democracies ; but no model has

been exhibited, no form delineated, of a fociety which

may prote6l and defend with its whole force the per-

fon and property of every one of its members, and in

which each individual, by uniting himfelf to the

whole, iliall neverthelefs be obedient only to himfelf,

and remain fully at liberty to every thing but injury.

The general refult, however, of inquiry and ex-

periment on political fubje6ts is,—an opinion or

principle, that the fupreme power of every flate is

in the body of the people ; becaufe it can have no

intereft contrary to that of individuals, and ftands

not in need of guarantees : for it is impoffible the

body Ihould attempt to hurt itfelf, or have a difpo-

fition to injure its members.

But
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But how is the general will to be obtained ? In-

dividuals may have private wills regarding private

intereft ; but the general will is diredted only to the

general good.

Hiftory will not greatly aflift us. Defpotic and

monarchic ftates are out of the inquiry. Indeed every

lawful government is neceflarily a republic ; for no

other can have the public intereft for its object : but

thofe denominated republics in ancient and modern

hiftory, have not the public intereft for their ob-

jeft, and are not formed to promote it. Athens,

Lacedemon, and Rome were ruled by idle and pro-

fligate mobs in contention with privileged fenates.

Ariftotle fcems to prefer the conftitution of Carthage

to any other ; but he juftly obferves, it was highly

reprehenfible, becaufe the fame perfon might be ap-

pointed to feveral offices ; and a certain revenue or

birth was necclTary to civil fituations—virtue being

eftimated as nothing.

Modern politics have admitted, in a few ftates,

that the general voice fliould have a mode of ex-

prefTing itfelf, and that the mode fhould be a part of

the conftitution : this has given rife to the idea of

reprefentation and the appointment of deputies,

C 4 But



24 lessons to a prikce.

But the supreme power or the actual

sovereignty of a state cannot be represen-

TED OR DEPUTED. Powcrs may be delegated of

various and extenfive effe6l ; but the omnipotence

of fociety, if any where, is in itfelf. In tlie attempt

to delegate fovereign power, the community would

confign to its princes or its parliaments the difpo-

fition of life and property—on what condition ?

That they may difpofe of them as they pleafe.

The a6l which conftitutes government is not,

cannot be even a contrail ; it is the will, the arbi-

trary law, of an abfolute fovereign. The depofi-

taries of delegated power, whether called princes,

fenates, or parliaments, are not proprietors or

mafters, they are fubjeft to the people, who form

and fupport the fociety ; by an eternal law of na-

ture, which has ever fubje6led a part to the whole.

But your Royal liighnefs may fay, Why perplex

me with fuch inquiries ? " T have always been

" inftru&edy the confritution of England is the

" utuiofl: eflbrt of human wifdom ; and I fhould

" anfwer you by a reference to that conftitution."

LESSON
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LESSON IV.

CONSTITUTION OF ENGLAND.

Cun(5tas nationes et urbes, populus aut primores aut fingiill re-

gunt. Deledla ex his et conftituta Reipvib. forma, laudari

facilius quam evenire ; vel fi evenerit, haud diuturna efle

potefl. Tac.

All nations and cities are governed either by the people, the nobles^

or hyfmgle rulers. A Republic conjlituted by an union ofthcfe, is

to be nv'ijhed for rather than accompli/bed, or if accomplijbedy it

ivould not be lafitig.

T HIS is fuppofecl to be the plan, on which the

conftitution of England is formed ; but the fuppofi-

tion is groundlefs. The Englifli government has

fludluated more than any other in Europe ; and the

flu6luations have been wholly owing to the operation

of moral and political Incidents.

Violent imprudences of defpotifm produced fomc

apparent and fome real improvements in the admi-

piftration of law; but the conftitution of the legif-

lature
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lature is a fraudulent deception ; and the people of

England have in reality no more choice or will in

the eleilion of their pretended reprefentatives, than

the people of Hinduftan, Perfia, or Turkey.

Let your Royal Highnefs be at the trouble of

looking into Middlefex and Weftminfter ; and no

parts of England are fo free—dedudt from the elec-

tors all the tradefmen who are obliged to vote with

their cuftomers ; the tenants who are appendages to

houfes ; and the freeholders who are entangled with

the ariftocracy or with government : and you may

be furprized at the remainder.

Sir—a free people, that can neither form itfelf

into a community, nor execute any operation ; but

is abfolutely fubjefled in its adlions and energies,

and in the fubjefts on which it is permitted to think

and fpeak—to powers conftitutionally fubordinate—

is an abfurdity.

No people can be free, whofe deputies may be en-

flaved by the executive power, who fee the preten-.

ded conftitution and laws refigned to its mercy

;

without being able to oppofe any things but peti-

tions and complaints to thofe who have an intereft

in the abufes.

If
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If I wiilied to give a fummary of the Englifli con-

ftitution, as it has exifted fome time in pradlice, I

would not make extracts from the romances of Mon-

tefquieu or Blackftone—I would invoke the pious

mufe of a Marquis Townfliend or of an Edmund

Burke, when warmed by the long-fought rays of

royal favour : and as every thing is at this time co-

vered by religion, I would place the mofl popular

of your anceflors—and each in his day has been

called THE BEST OF KINGS—before the God * of

IsPwAEL, to whom he fliould ofFer the following

devotions

:

" If it hath been our objedl to difpute with an

*' ariftocracy the government of a people who fup-

*' port us, and to render liberty, property, and life

*' at the difcrction of difciplined majorities, in thofe

*' aflemblies which fhould protedt them—if to fecure

*' a fure though imperceptible dominion over the le-

*' giflature, and to add the power of making to that

** of executing the laws—fecrecy and craft have been

*' fubftituted for authority and power : thou wilt for-

* To what are we to afcribe, that priefts never addrefs na*

uonal prayers to the God of Nature, Truth, and Virtue ?

*' give
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»

give the neceffity, as in the moft favoured of thy

anointed fervants of ancient times.

" We thank thee, that the affiduity and labour

of many years have not been fruitlefs ; and that

we have a loyal and dutiful Parliament,

To fuit temptations to the vain, the ambitious,

the needy ; to pradtife the various arts which in-

fluence vicious afTemblies ; to have the fuppofed

reprefentatives of the people in the confidence of

our fervants; to induce them to declaim on na-

tional interefts, while they prcpofe the indulgence

of their paffions, to forget their country in defi-

ance of engagements, yet to fave appearances, or

even to affiime the fame of virtue—Thefe are ob-

jedls of magnitude and merit. The penfioners of

OUR court and their numerous connedlions ; thofe

who watch for occafional douceurs ; thofe who

make fpeeches to force ftipulations ; and the fly-

ing fquadrons which fluduate between duty and

temptation.—We thank thee, that we have no-

thing to fear from fuch guardians.

" The grand fecret in the management of politi-

cal bodies, is that of dividing them, and paflTmg the

proftituted parts for the whole. Every thing is

*' accom->.
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« accompliflied, when the legiflature is involved in

« the fadlion of the court, partaking our bounty, or

" hoping to partake it, and joining, in any meafures,

*< the puppet WE fix at the helm. Fofler, in thy

" goodnefs, the general difpofition to fervility : the

« SACRED tribe has ever been ready to difFufe pom-

«' pous titles, fublime names, and divine honours, as

" involved in the ideas of royalty ; and if the Prince

" confent to be their apparitor, to patronize their

<« oppreflions, or to execute their cruelties, they foon

" inflru6l the credulous multitude to confider him,

" as he may be, the rcprefentative of their God,

" his decrees as oracles from heaven, and blind fub-

" miflion as the moft facrcd duty. When Samuel

" hewed Agag into pieces, and when Nero mur-

« dered his mother, the priefts led the people to the

<' temples, to thank their gods for a6lions, and

<« to offer incenfe for crimes, which human nature

" abhorred.

« The enchantment of fuperftition renders fer-

« viceable the moft unprincipled and moft infamous

<« of men. On a national feftival, the mouth of the

« congregation flaall be the moft celebrated for de-

*' ception ; the name being equivalent to a falfehood

« in
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*' in every fpot of the world : yet the holy bandage

<« is tin61:ured and tranfparent ; it renders good evil,

<« and evil good. The yoke of the priefthood,

" though the mofl galling, is the leaft hazardous of

« all the inftruments of defpotic power : that fyflem

<* of civil tyranny is the moft pra6licable, which is

" grafted on affedions fuppofed to be religious ; and

*' this, through the world, is the defired alliance

*' OF CHURCH AND STATE.

*' History furniflies leflbnS on the events attri-

*' buted to thy providence. Our ^/i?z/j predeceffbr,

*' Henry VII. now with thee, always ruled by a fac-

*' tion; and, according to the in/pired Burke, it is

" the conftitutional government of the land. It is

*' true, he erred in the open appointment of the Emp-

** fon and Dudley of the day ; for he did not mafk

*' their vices by oftenfible innocence and honefty

.

** the judicious interpofition of unfullied purity and

'' blunt brutality would have enabled them, as It

*' enables the inflruments of our power to pervert

*' forms, and to diflribute among our and their

" friends the fruits of general induftry.

*' Cafl: a holy mill before the eyes of the peo-

^' pie » give cur miniilers wifdom, to lull them into

«' fe-
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" fecurlty. Let determined profligacy and profane-

** nefs, in the moll favoured of our fervants, ap-

** pear as ftetn integrity; let juvenile ignorance be

*^ called candour, and the vv^ant of natural paflions

*' be deemed purity ; and let a cautious fyftem of

** avaricious artifice, which eradicates every fibre by

" which a child is held to a mother's heart, be cele-

** brated by all the bands of venality, as fupernatu-

*' ral and divine prudence.—The people never fore-

** fee their fate : it is the peculiar faculty of our

" prefent fervants to render illufive the birthright of

" Britons, and to undermine, by plaufible pretences

*' the moft facred liberties : the laborious peafant,

*' or the indullrious mechanic, perceives not his fer-

*' vitude until he is fprinkled by the blood of his

** fellow- fubjc61:, or feels himfelf unexpe6ledly

*' crufhcd.

** By the prefent fyftem of finance, the Interefls

** of the treafury are fo entwined with the general

*' property, that it requires the moft delicate hand

*' to lay the axe at any of the roots of corruption.

** The moft oppreffive minifter, if he ufe the lan-

** guage of relmElance and candour, may be effedlu-

** ally fupported by the numerous factors of his

I *' admi-



32 LESSONS TO A PRINCE.

*' adminiflration; by fpeculators in funds, by con-

" tra6i:ors, brokers, ticket dealers ; by the timid,

*' the weak, the fickle, the fordid, the indolent pof-

*' feflbrs of money : thefe torm powerful and ex-

** tenfive fadlions in favor of the flighteffc whifper

*' from the treafury; they raife clamours againft the

*^ complaints of patriotifm ; and they fmother the

*' melancholy murmurs of the nation. Yet occa-

*' fional difficulties arife. The wants of venality

*' are infinite ; and though we contradl debts with

** one hand to accumulate with the other, the ava-

*' rice of is an unfathomable and infatia-

** ble abvfs.—EnliHiten the foul of our heaven-

*' BORN minifler with the flrongefl rays of inven-

" tion, but furround his heart with ice : let it never

" palpitate with any pafiion that docs not fpring

*' from fyftematic depredation; let him be dead to

'^ all pleafure and all joy: he might otherwife be

** moved by pity at the cries of want in the fangs

*' of excife. Concentrate all his afFe6lions in the"

<' ambition of ferving us with the hope of immea-

" furable reward ; confirm him in the exquifite hy-

*' pocrify by which fallacious hopes are held out,

*' that the public burdens will be removed, and the

" pub-



LESSONS TO A PRINCE. 33

*' public vexations mitigated : may he live without

" ties, avoid the inconveniences of generous paf-

" fions, AND WE WILL EXTINGUISH HIS FAME,

" LIKE THE IMPOSTURE OF CHATHAM, BY RE-

" WARDS THAT SHALL RENDER HIM INFAMOUS I

" We thank thee, that by his afiiduity, the arms

" of the cuftoms and excife nearly embrace the

" land. Inftrud their numerous retainers to infi-

*« nuate the maxims of fubjedion, to abufe by fear,

'' to feduce by hope, to corrupt by avarice ; to dif-

*' fipate all averfion of power, and all horror of

*' tyranny : to expatiate on our sacred under-

*' takings; and to beftow encomiums on deeds

** which profane, and audacious patriotifm would

** brand with infamy.

** We now hear little of fenfible, fober, or wife

** men ; of that elevation which fcorns fervility to

** power ; or of that generofity which, in every

*< form, w^ould efpoufe the caufc of Liberty : we

" fee only ambition, varioufly mafked, anxioufly

'* marking the fources of wealth ; wretches who

" hope to profper by public diforder ; atheis-

** TIC PRIESTS in the garb of piety, fervile aca-

*' demicians, difputatious pedants, and the varie-

D " gated
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" gated herds of political and ecclefiaftical profti-

" tutes.

*' Protect thofe focieties, academies, fchools, and

" univerfities, where every thing may be taught,

" except the duties of kings, the rights of focie-

" ties, and the general privileges of mankind.

** Let the retainers of wifdom feek confolation

" in virtuous poverty ; give us fupple penfioners,

" brilliant fophifts, and proflituted fycophants

:

" the praifes they beftow are profufe, and they fly

" on LAUREATED wings through every climate to

" cull the flowers of adulation ; while obftinate in-

tegrity fuffers in filence, or the fighs of fuffering

virtue are enclofed by the walls of its wretched

" habitation.

" By the wifdom infpired by the God of Jacob

V we have converted our bitterefl enemy into a

'' friend. The liberty of the prefs, our averfion

" and horror, is now our advantage; for inftead of

" ufing the chicane and fraud of law, which are

" pernicious to friend and foe, we direded into that

" province our benign and royal influence:

" it inftantly attradled the fecondary fwarms of li-

" terati, whole exiftence, like that of reptiles, de-

« I '"^ pends

iC

a
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" pends on depredation and injury : deflitute of vir-

** tue, they will not afcribe it without reward ; and

*' their fliafts of ridicule are poifoned by envy ; glo-

*' rious deeds they deprefs with alacrity; good ac-

*' tions ficken them ; and the friends of liberty they

" cordially afperfe. We laud and praife thee for

*' mercenary fcribblers in all the provinces of lite-

" rature. Thou hast made no vermin in vain;

*' thofe who feed on our reputation and happinefs,

" as well as thofe who burrow in our flefh : their ef-

*' forts are lefs offenfive than the villainies of law-

** yers in afperfing popular and afpiring men, when

*' in oppofition to the treafury, and vilifying or de-

*' faming thofe who counteract the machinations of

" the cabinet.

'' We thank thee for thofe proflituted multitudes

" fo eafily obtained in this town, who fpread ru

*' mours, excite fufpicions, and ruin all public con-

*' fidence in the pretenfions of virtue: tliou haft

*' enabled us to devife thofe fnares which entangle

*' popular characters, and induce them to difgrace

" themfelves.

" Our PIOUS brother Louis XIV. when he wifhed

** to deceive the French nation, had recourfe to

D 2 " fef-



^6 LESSONS TO A PRINCE.

*' feflivals called religious, and the difplay of the

" fine arts, which encourage thofe only who fubfift

*' by the follies of the opulent, and the induftry of

*' whofe profefTors attaches them to no country.

*' "While the inconfiderate multitude is devoted to

*' joy? they perceive not the chains which we cover

*' with flowers ; or the remote confequences that

*' threaten them, and by which every controlling

*' check on our power is to be cut down.

*' By feflivals, fliews, and exhibitions, wise po-

'* liticians extingiiiflied in Rome that reftlefs love

** of liberty, fo inconvenient to power. The pro-

'' grefs of the arts has been ever accompanied with

*' the progrefs of flavery, and even fciences of a

" fedentary and puerile kind have fmiilar tendencies.

*' Hence the fervile devotion of academies, focie-

*' ties, and learned corporations.

** It requires the highefl: portion of wifdom from

*' Thee to render the army tolerable to feditlous

<' Englifhmen ; foldiers have been gradually

" fubftituted every where for civil officers; they ar-

" reft offenders, they attend nialefa<?i:ors, or they

" clear the highways; they are placed at the en-

"• trance of theatres, au6tion and exhibition rooms;

2 " they
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" they watch the people wherever they meet, and

*' ferve as nightly guards where any thing valuable

" is to be guarded : they have tried infults and in-

'* juries on the people, who are not fuffered to de-

*' fend themfelves.—When the whole of this good

" work is perfe61:ed, our foul will fing hallelujah

*' to Thee, O God of Armies!

" In this complicated fyftem of policy, if any

" errors are committed, thou knoweft we can

*' DO NO WRONG ; the blame is on bad councellors.

*' Let the evils of a detcftable and difgraceful war

*' be on Lord ; we have changed our ad-

*' miniftration ; and if we fucceed not in any of

" OUR views by the inftrumentality of our pre-

" fent fervants, we will repent of the unfuccefs-

" ful meafures, difmifs the unfuccefsful minifter

'' with the guilt of failure on his head; and, with-

" out the apprehenfion of future confequences,

" direil all our high priefts to call the God of

*' Israel to witnefs our intentions. In all thefe

" things WE trace the fteps of the Pious Martyr,
" and of ALL THE NURSING FATHERS AND NUR-

'* SING MOTHERS OF THY CHURCH."

D3 But
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But I will delineate the Englifli Conftitution

more explicitly, than can be done by any imitation

of tlie prefent fafliionable devotion.

LESSON
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LESSON V.

THE SUBJECT CONTINUED.

IVhen Princes, luho ought to be common parents, make themfel'ves a

farty, and lean to afide—it is a boat that is overthrouon by un-

e'ven iveight. Lord Bacon.

VV ITH all the boafted learning and improve-

ment of mankind, no fociety has been yet fo confti-

tuted or organized as to produce that genuine public

principle, whole objedt is the fecurity and liappinefs

of the community.

As men emerge from favage into civilized condi-

tions, fome fpecies of talents obtain a preference,

and the general labour is taxed to fupport privileges,

or to fulfil the iniquitous and monftrous engage-

ments of hereditary and perpetual rewards.

Hence the origin of dignities, ranks, and fami-

lies; the various combinations of which have formed

all the governments of Europe.

D 4 The
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The gradations of moderate oppreffion, or of

cruel tyranny in thofe governments, have been ow-

ing to the various modes of combination or confpi-

racy in the oppreiTors ; and thofe modes have been

inaccurately, but commonly denominated Consti-

tutions.

I v^^ifh not to teize your Royal Highnefs on the

fuppofed origin and fl:ru6lure of the Englifh govern-

ment : it has no other origin than that of all arti-

fices, to fubje6l the general induftry to the caprice,

convenience, and pleafure of fortunate adventurers.

The internal agitations of flates and their external

wars, though attributed to other caufes, have been

wholly owing to the operations of thefe combina-

tions, or to competitions foi their unjuftifiable pre-

rogatives.

When the Saxons had fubdued England, they in-

ftituted as many governments as there were power-

ful heads of armies ; the common foldiers of which

they admitted to privileges, on the condition of hold-

ing in the moft wretched flavery the peafants of the

country : this extended the privileged combinations

widely; and the jarring interells, claims, and prin-

ciples produced by the union of the heptarchy, fur-

iiiflied
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nifhed the vigorous and comprehenfive mind of

Alfred with the firft correct and rational idea of a

political conftitution which is recorded inhiftory.

The circumftances of the country requiring the

fteadv and continued exertion of its utmoft force,

he had the genius to difcern,—the exertion of that

force could not be obtained but by the a6tual con-

currence and exercife of the general will: he,

therefore, organized the free parts of the community

into a political conftitution, the beft imagined and

the moft efFedual that has hitherto been exhibited in

the world.

To fave your Royal Highnefs the trouble of dif-

covering this invention by my defcription, I will

exhibit it in a diagram.

The
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By an attentive glance your Royal Highnefs may

underrtand the excellences and defefts of this won-

derful fabric, and learn to revere the memory of a

prince, who, in an age deemed dark and ignorant,

could look farther into a fcience which has hitherto

baffled the ftrongefl: efforts of human reafon, than

any philofopher or ftatefman of ancient or moderck

times.

Your Royal Highnefs will obferve, there can be

but two fpecies of government—by the general will,

or by the will of one or more perfons controuling

• the general will. The latter, in all poffible varia-

tions, not being juftified by reafon, the necefTary

principles of juftice, or by experience—a general

acknowledgment has been obtained, that the reafon-

able, equitable, and beneficial principle of every po-

litical conftitution is the public will : but the mode

of forming or obtaining that will, was a problem in-

explicable until it attraded the powers of the im-

mortal Alfred.

The political ftru6lure of that great prince has

all the neceffary properties and efFecfls of an orga-

nized body. The head and the extremities are

united ; not by occafional eledions, or by pretended

dele-
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delegations of national power. The whole furfacc

of the body, by minute fubdivifion, is formed to re-

ceive and tranfmit initantaneous imprefTions, exter-

nal and internal ; all the parts are held to their of-

fices by the general force, without commotion and

without violence; and the public will being enforced

by the public ftrength, is a law which nothing in

the community can difpute or refift.

Two difeafes remained in the adlual fociety orga-

nized by Alfred, which his power could not eradi-

cate, but which the political conftitutlon would

have gradually expelled— the fuperAitinus dominion

of ccclefiaflics, and the flavery of the peafants. The

appointment of ecclefiaftics, by any fpecies of pa-

tronage, is abfolutely inconfiftent with public li-

berty, as it is with the private honour and virtue of

thofe who are appointed ; and the community that

admits of flaverv, even in the moft obfcure and un-

fortunate of its members, is a monfter, the offspring

of ignorance or injuflice.

The fuccefTors of Alfred inherited not his genius

;

and the general confufion and mifery whicli enfued

on his deceafe, impaired the ftrudlure he had formed:

the Norman conquefl: completed its ruin, and a mode

of
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of government took place, in which the general will

was not confulted.

The internal agitations of the ftate, from the Con-

queft to the Revolution, were thofe of princes and

barons, as competitors for a prize, or as beafts for

prey : and if your Royal Highnefs will candidly

confider the celebrated Revolution, you will find it

a compa6l between the Prince and Princefs of Orange,

and the heads of certain families, attended by the

Mayor of London and other perfons in the exercife

of authority.

I have no doubt, that the meafure had the general

approbation; but the nation had no organ by

which it might form or exprefs the public will : def-

potifm and violence had decompofed it as a body;

and fadlions, more or lefs exceptionable, affumed its

name, offices, and privileges.

Government for fome time was condu6ted by the

advice, direction, or influence of the great fami •

lies, which placed the houfes of Orange and Brunf-

wic on the throne ; long pofleffion formed the idea

of an hereditary claim in thofe families to occupy

the principal offices of the ftate ; and a refiflance to

that claim, by perfons who had no farther views

than
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than to participate its advantages, has occafioned all

the fa6lions and contentions of the late reigns.

The government of England

—

for England

HAS no political CONSTITUTION—may be thus

delineated

:

Englifli
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By comparing this diagram with the fl:ru6lure

of Alfred, your Royal Highnefs muft perceive

the diiFerence between a whole nation organized

into a political body or conftitution, and any inter-

nal machinery at the will of one or more perfons, to

aiFe£t, to influence, or enflave the fociety : the firft

is, Prometheus a moral agent at liberty, and con-

ferring bleffings on the world ; the other is, the

vulture feeding on his liver, while his body is

chained to a rock.

If this diftinilion were univerfally underftood,

political and civil Liberty would be univerfally efta-

bliflied. If the whole fociety be not fo arranged,

conftru6led, or organized, as to produce general

animation, life, will, force, judgment, and reafon,

analogous to thofe of the natural body, there can be

no liberty.

This is the reafon, that ancient and modern infti-

tutions, very improperly called republics, are as

unprodu(51:ive of general happinefs as governments

denominated defpotic : and not any obftacles to the

aptitude or native talents of one order more than

another for precedence and dominion. Difcretionary

power is tyranny, whether in a populace, in a fe-

nate.
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nate, in a nobility, or in a King ; as the force and

will of the body would be inconvenient and de-

fl;ru(ftive, if wholly confined to the feet, the hands,

or the head.

Alfred, alone among political inventors, feems to

have fully comprehended the nature and properties

of fociety, as a moral body or effective con-

stitution.

In his ftruiSlure, the houfeholders are fubdividedon

the furface, and form the external fenfes, the origin

of all ideas. The mycle-gemot is the feat of the

mind ; where the ideas are combined into thoughts ;

and where the will, the judgment, and reafon, di-

re«5l the a6live or executive powers. Here no

competitions can arife among ranks and orders ; be-

caufe all the parts, however externally diftinguiflied,

are, like the members of the natural body, dire6ted

and impelled by the general animating principle, the

general will, and the general intereft.

The Englifli nation at this time is not arranged,

conftru6led, or organized into a political body. All

its houfliolders have not even nominal votes. They

who are faid to pofTefs the privilege, are controlled

or directed in the exercife of it, by various orders

aflfca-
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ISafFe6ting to be their fupcriors. The ideas of thi

pretended body therefore do not originate in the ex-

ternal fenfes.

A fa6litious body is generated within the fociety,

which aflumes the denomination of the ftate : but

not being in fympathy with all the parts, often a6ts in

dire6l oppofition to the general feeling, inclination,

or intereft, which is the acStuating principle or fun-

damental law of every free community.

LESSON
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LESSON vr.

SPECULATIONS.

*< / ha've been taught, not tofubmit tmpUdtly to have In 'vieiv anions

*' nvbich are deemed praHkable, but thofe luhich may ha've more

" of the pojjibility of ivrfl^cs than the probability of execution ;

*< and to undertake them ivhen the circuniftances of time and

" poiuerfeem moflfa-jorable."

J. HE ftruggles of faftions in England were always

concluded under pLiufible pretences. The Tories

profeffed exalted opinions of the prerogatives of Kings

and the privileges of Ecclefiaftics ; and were the

votaries of dcfpotifm flightly difguifed. The Whigs

wore a better mafque : for they readily allowed the

people the forms of eledion and the appearance of

reprefentation, but rendered thofe forms and appear-

ances ineffectual or mifchievous to the community

by the modes of condu6ling or influencing them

—

They proteded the church, as the bell inftrument

of corrupt meafures ; and by this circumftance alone

E they
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they checked ihai: progreis of poxiticai knowledge

and that iove cf liberty, which v/ould probably

have reftored the conuituticri of Alfred.

I will explain rxT/feif; ieii: your Royal Highnefs

fhouid imagine me a feccary : a denomination I ab-

hor.

Partial toieration of opinions, like the partial

liberty of the prefs, produced mifchief inftead of ad-

vantage. Numerous fe£ls appeared in rancorous

competition with each other, and in implacable hof-

tility to their common oppreflbr, the Church.

When any effort was made to obtain redrefs of

grievances, civil or religious, the feftaries crowded

the ftandard of reformation : fome artful prieft

founded the trumpet of bigotry, imprefled an idea

of danger to the Church ; and the beft intentions

for public advantage were involved in the general

odium of fecSlaries.

Thefe artifices were penetrated by philofophers—

the great benefactors of the world. Mr. Locke

wrote a treatife on Government ; Montefquieu the

Spirit of Laws ; Hume fcattered hints in EfTays"';

RoulTeau blended profound truths and brilliant fo-

phifms in the Social Compa6l ; Steuart colleded the

I impor-
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important fcience of Europe into the Inquiry on

Political Oeconomy ; and Adam Smith pointed out

the channels by which induftry conveyed or accumu-

lated wealth.

Great as the talents of thefe philofophers may be

deemed, and confiderable as the fervices they have

rendered the world : they have not at all confidered,

or they have left in doubt and uncertainty, the pro-

blem moft important to the happinefs of mankind,

" and which an ancient fage^- has thus expreffed,

" The only Ikill and knowledge of any value in

" politics is that of governing All by All."

The government of England exhibited to their

view every a6lual efFe6l of defpotifm, while it pre-

ferved the forms and even the reputation of Liberty,

They propofed temporary remedies for partial evils

;

but no man furniflied a plain, pra6licable idea of a

free Conftitution, a fociety organized into a moral

body, animated by principles, and dire6led by its

own will.—Mr. Locke's obfervations are in favour of

liberty: but they are general. They ftate rights

which opprefllve governments may not difpute : but

• Heraclitus.

E 2 the
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the mode of aflerting, recovering, or preferving

them, he does not point out. His mind had not

conceived the general and certain remedy of focial

diforders and the only origin of Political Liberty,

in the formation of the whole fociety into a moral

being.

Montefquieu, as a philofophical hiftorlan, is ex-

tremely valuable : as a politician, he Is ufelefs or he

is pernicious. The opinion that climate fhould pro-

duce and modify government, is fanciful, perhaps

puerile ; but the idea that any natural and neceflary

caufe iliould generate a slave, is unphilofophic,

untrue, and deteflable.

Mr. Hume had talents for political inquiries ; but

he was principally felicitous for his own fortune

and his own fame : his temper and heart were cold

;

and he apologized for tyranny with as much zeal, as

he would have felt in defcribing the deflrudlion of

the Baflile, or the demolition of the infernal dun-

geons of the Inquifition,

In the enumeration of the origin and eiFedls of

jCnoral caufes, Hume is a philofopher; in the follow-

ing important opinion, I fear he is an interefted fo-

phift : " It will be found, if I miftake not, that

2 *^ the
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** the two extremes in government, Liberty and Sla-»

*' very, commonly approach neareft to each other

;

*' and that as you depart from the extremes, and

" mix a little Monarchy with Liberty, the govern-

*' ment always becomes free and e contra^'' Effay IL

—In the fourth EfTay he calls it an " un'iverfal ax-

'' iom, that an hereditary prince, a nobility without

*' valTals, and a people voting by their reprefenta-

*' tives, form the heft monarchy, ariftocracy, and

•'^ democracy."

In his idea of a perfe6l commonwealth, there are

many ufeful ameliorations of what is called the

Englifh Conftitution ; and in the laft quotation I

fhall fubmit from his works, he fhuns the great dif-

ficulty of the queftion under confideration, for a

reafon which may make your Royal Highnefs fmile

—" Having intended in this EiTay, (XV.) to make

« a full comparifon of civil liberty and abfolute go-

** vernment, and to have (hewn the great advan-

*' tages of the former above the latter, I began to

*' fufpecl, that no man in this age was fuflRciently qua-

" lified for this undertaking; and that whatever any

** one fhould advance, would in all probability be

E 3
<' re-
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*' refuted by farther experience, and be rejedled by

« poflerity."

Roufleau's heart atoned for the caprices of his

head ; and his fenfibility to injury, if committed on

a worm, drew his penetrating eye into the receffes of

pohtical intrigue.

Though the fuppofition of focial compadb, the

foundation of his treatife, be wholly fanciful, for

the idea of a political conftitution is produced like

that of a wheelbarrow,* it is wonderful how fre-

quently he approaches the truth.

*' When the people have chofen deputies, are

*^ they defundl, are they annihilated ? Though they

-*' cannot fpeak by the laws, they Jhould have a

** mode of attending to their adminiflration."

—

*' The general voice fhould have a mode of exert-

" ing itfelf, or it is ufelefs, and that mode fliould

'* be part of the Conftitution : the whole of the State

** fliould ever accompany the general Will,"

* I do not mean any thing ludicrous or degrading by this

alhifion : but that, as men difcovered the ufe of the wheelbar-

row by reafon and experience, they difcover the principles of

Government in the fame manner : and principles are ap-

plied to a fociety to form a Conftitution, as thofe of mechanics

are applied to iron, or timber, to form machines.

This
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This idea was fuggefled to RoufTeau by the perio-

dical councils of Geneva, which had a power to

oblige the mag^flratcs and all the orders of the State

to confine themfelves within the bounds prefcribed

by arrangements denominated the Conftitution.

He obferves, " The general Will fhould flow

** from AU to be applicable to All—every one fub-

" je6ts himfelf to the conditions he impofes on

<* others: this is equitable, becaufe common to all;

" ufeful, becaufe it can have no objed; but the ge-

" neral good; and durable, becaufe refling on th^

«< public ftrength."—But,

'' Hath the body politic an organ to make known

" its Will ?—The general will is always in the

" right ; but the judgment by which it is diredlcd,

** is not always fuflRciently informed.—Individuals

** often fee the good they rejedl ; the public is de-

*' firous of that which it may be incapable of re-

<« ceiving : both equally ftand in need of a guide,

** Hence arifes the neceffity of a legiflator." B. II.

c. 6.

RoufTeau is thus beautifully and pertinently fen-

tentious; but his genius leaves him, where alone its

exertions could have eflentially benefitted fociety

:

E 4 he
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he is taken up by his declamatory daemon ; refers to

Plato and Lycurgus ; and wifhes for deities to regu-

late affairs which are allotted only to mortals. The

principles and maxims he has fcattered through his

treatife, are all invalidated by a declaration, that

" to inveftignte thofe conditions of fociety which

" may befl: anfwer the purpofes of nations, would

*' require the abilities of fome fuperior intelligence,

*' who fliould be witnefs to all the paffions of men,

** but be fubje6l to none. He who undertakes to

** form a body politic, ought to perceive himfetf

*' capable of working a total change in human na-

*' ture."—He does not bear in mind, that govern-

ment is the principal inftrument of that change; and

that the public will, being expreffed by a permanent

Conftitution, would form that public judgment and

public reafon, by the neceffity of refleftion on the

events it produced : effe6ls would become caufes, and

errors infl;ru6lions.

The Inquiry of Sir James Steuart is learned and

profound ; but it is clogged with prejudices, and ob~

fcured by a ftile uncouth and almoft unintelligible ;

it has therefore been of more utility to authors than

to the public :—and Adam Smith, with inferior

powers
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powers and lefs information, but with more art of

arrangement, and greater perfpicuity of language,

has attracted more attention, and been of greater

fervice in ftimulating pohtical inquiries—But no

plan fimilar to that of Alfred had been fuggefted ta

controul the defpotifm of all difcretionary delega-

tions, and to condu6l the community by the impulfe

of its own will, when the American Revolution in-

vited political philofophers to difplay their talents

and knowledge.

As I would diftinguifh fpeculations from fa6ls, I ^

{hall render the Conftitutions of the American

States the materials of another LefTon.

LESSON
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LESSON VII.

THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION.

Nufaa religlombus et dminojure populum de'Vinxit.

Tac. Ann. iii. 36-

± RUTHS are never controverted with paffioit

and malignity, if not enjoined as articles of belief.

In the demonftrative fciences, truths not univerfally

underftood are not received, and never enjoined,

though immediately tending to public advantage.

It would be thus in religious inquiries, if religion

were left by men as it is left by God.—Your Royal

Highnefs will eafily imagine, I do not mean by the

word God any of thofe immoral, mifchievous, ma-

lignant phantoms the patrons of particular nations,

whether Jews or Gentiles—I do not mean any of

the divinities, with whom the moft exceptionable

©f your anreftors have a^edled particular intimacies

—I do
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'—I do not mean any of the beings who may be

called upon by venal and unprincipled priefts, to

throw the varied veils of contradi6lory fuperfti-

tions over the infernal intrigues which may tinge the

earth with human blood from the fhores of the Da-

nube to Nootka Sound—I mean the God of all nar

ture, of all mankind—of whofe exiftence no mind

can doubt, without being involved in inextricable

abfurdities—but

** In fearch of whom, o'erftretched idea burfts,

" And thought rolls back on darknefs."

The power, wifdom, and goodnefs of this ineffable

Power have been afTociatcd with the moft pernicious

vices, in the charadlers of an indefinite number of

gods ; the fear and worfliip of which have been

deemed neceffary auxiliaries to various forms of poli-

tical government. The fuperftition being involved

in the conftitution, fometimes its inftrument, fome-

times its dire£iory it was flieltered from the approaches

of reafon or inquiry by the fuppofed expedience of

fupporting that Conftitution.—Among the fuccefs-

ful impoftures of this kind, the Roman Catholic fu-

perftition
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peiftition is remarkable: it approached the civil go-

vernment in the garb of lowly meeknefs and difin-

terefted humility ; it fouglit toleration, then pro-

tecftion, then dominion ; it nearly obtained the wifh

of Caligula ; for mankind feemed to have one neck,

on which it fet its foot.

In any inltitution, as in any private mind, the

fpirit of intolerance and perfecution is in proportion

to its oppofition to reafon and the enormity of its

abfurdities. The cruelties of the church of Rome

have, therefore, been fo horrible, that they will

leave on the charafter of human nature a ftain which

no time or virtue can efface.

When the opprelTions of this pernicious defpo-

tifm became intolerable, fome ameliorations took

place, under pretences of reformation, on the ge-

neral principle, that in order to preferve the profits

end advantages of eccleftajl'ical impojhire^ fome of its

moji enormous and JJjamcful ahufes Jhonld he relin"

qitiJJjed,

Hence the moderation and prudence of eccle-

fiaftical policies denominated reformed; and thofe

qualities are to be found among fedlaries in a gra-

duated ftate, as their power is diminifhed, or they are

forced



LESSONS TO A PRINCE. 6t

forced by reciprocal contentions towards the Con-

ines of reafon. But in all Chrifllan fe6ls, the

Quakers only excepted, the principle of perfecution

is to be difcerned, under fome pretence or difguife,

and in a dormant or aflive flate ; and it will ever

remain, while a fingle privileged impoflor, whether

he be called a Pope, a Bifhop, a Diffenting Clergy-

man, or a Methodift Exhorter, can find advantage

in annexing or afFe(5lingto annex merit or demerit to

the belief of any propofitions.

In the inftitution of the Church of England, the

Englifli reformers could not agree on a/l the Popifh

abufes to be rclinquifhed, and the Puritan faflion

arofe, which has continued to this time, under va-

rious forms, the faithful repofitory of interefted

difcontent, virulent zeal for favourite opinions, and

a fnicere, though generally miftaken love of Liberty,

In the clumfy engine called the Englifh Govern-

ment at the Reformation, the Church had confidera-

ble efFe6l, and was an important part. Govern-

ment, therefore, exercifed feverities on thole who

difturbed its operations, and the foundations of the

American ftates were laid by a fpecics of intolerance

in
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in England, the natural produce of an ill-confl:ru(Sted

and vicious conflitution.

It would lead me too far out of my way to trace

the chara6ler of each American ftate in its origin

;

in the objedls, manners, and inftitutions of its firft

planters; and in the fucceeding operations of their

Various charters.

This is an inquiry as important to an American

ftatefman, as it would be inftrudlive to the world

—

But I only wifli to point out to your Royal High-

nefs, that an American, drawing in with his firft

breath a juft abhorrence of thofe ariftocratic and ec-

clefiaftic privileges, which held Europe in perpetual

warfare, opprefTion, and mifery—and the American

ftates having happily defeated all the arts of Britain

to introduce them under any pretences, or in any

forms—it may be expedled, their conftitutions would

be confiderable improvements on that of England.

By a candid and fair examination, this expedlation

will not be greatly difappointed.

On the emancipation of America, fhe exhibited

feveral extraordinary charadlers ; and the multitude

is ever difpofed to afcribe great events to reputed

great
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great men : than which there is not an error more

pernicious in the regions of credulity.

The Americans became free by exercifing a very

' moderate portion of paffive prudence, and that pru-

dence was the offspring of necefllty. Wafhington

adled the part of Fabius, becanfe he had not Fa-

bius's army ; for the Americans would often have

fought ; and by fighting have loll their country.

With Franklin I was in great intimacy, when that

event was flruggiing in the womb.—I fpeak nc^

from fancy, but from certain knowledge, that he

fincerely wiflied to prevent it ; and when forced

into political negociations, for which he had no ta-

lents, his merit confiftcxl in prudent patience. The

Revolution of America was completely managed in

England; and its principal authors were Lord Bute,

Lord North Lord Sackville, and Mr. Jenkinfon,

The American war originated in parliamentary job-

bing; and its great purpofe was to transfer enor-

mous maffes of Englifli property into loans, funds,

and taxes, to form that corrupt minifterial phalanx

called the Friends of Government. While this

fadlion, like a malignant difeafe, was draining the

vital fubftances of Britain, and even armies and

navies
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navies were merely its ramifications ; the cabinet of

France obeyed the fentiments of the nation with-

out intending to gratify it, and America obtained its

liberty*

When the leaders of the American States aflem-

bled to form the Conflitution of the Republic, not

one of them difcovered tlie genius of a great ftatef-

man. But the American chara6ler ferved them on

that occafion : they had patience ; information flow-

ed in from every part of the world ; and they formed

with confiderable fkill the federative conftitution of

the American States.

In this great event, it is but juftice to obfervc,

that the perfons moft celebrated were not the moll

ufeful; that almofl all important hints were taken,

from communications, the authors of which may

never be mentioned ; and that the plan was adopted,

not invented, by thofe who will have the hiftorical

fame of it.

The Americans formed the outlines of their Con^

ftitution, under the preffure of a calamitous war ;

ii is not wonderful, therefore, they had not the refo-

lution, llnce exhibited by the French, to level all

proviu-
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provincial diftinftions, and to organize the whoU

nation into one body.

On a view of the annexed plate, your Royal

Highnefs may difcern, the unequal magnitudes of

the bodies, which are connefted with the central cir-

cle, and contribute a numerical proportion towards

the wifdom and power of congrefs.

1. New-Hampfhire.

2. Maflachufett.

3. Rhode Ifland.

4. Conne6licut.

5. New-York.

6. New-Jerfey.

7. Pennfylvania.

8. Newcaftle.

9. Kent and SufTex.

11. Virginia.

12. North-Carolina.

13. South-Carolina.*

But each body has a diflindl chara6ler, intereft,

and will ; produced by the peculiarities of its in-

• See Votes of Congrefs in 1774. The form of the Repub-

lic has fince been altered ; but the aheration does not remedy

the difparity and provincial incongruities j which I confider as

the defeats of the Conftitution.

F ternal
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ternal organization : arid the federative Conftitutiort

is a body, formed of thirteen complete bodies.

This is the defeft of the American State; and

not as Mr. Adams has aflerted ; the want of that

balance by the counter-a6lion of three powers, ort

which Montefquieu has taught him to imagine

the liberties of Engliihmen depend.

The idea decorated by the ftyle of Montefquieu,

is pretty; but it is groundlefs.

The three powers in England, are feldom, per-

haps never balanced by counter-a6lion. The Mi-

nifter of the day, by an opiate of infallible eiFedt,

deftroys their tendency to diverge, difagree, or op-

pofe each other.

If this were not the cafe. Liberty would not be

the effefl of three independent powers in any ftate*

For two mull unite to govern the third; or corrup-

tion muft manage the whole.

The public will is the only law of political liber-

ty ; and the public force, arifing from the organi-

zation of the whole nation, is its only fecurity. The

head, the limbs, of fuch a body—its deliberative and

executive powers—would have no occafion for the

imaginary balances recommended by Montefquieu—

1 as
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as the natural body is not affifted or improved by

ftays, fteel-collarsj and cork-rumps. Theie are the

.indications and aids of deformity; which no real

anatomift would recommend in the produtlion or

education of a vigorous, ufeful, and beautiful body.

But Mr. Adams has been Ambaflador in England;

he drank at the fountain at St. James's: and he

feems difpofed to convince his country (very dljinte-

re/icdly I mufb fuppofe) that the evils occafioned by

the Englifli Government, would not be evils in

America ; or that the prerogatives and privileges

which in England render Liberty a tantalizing flia-

dow, an infulting name, would be bleflings in Ame-

rica, if conferred on the virtues of Adams, Han-

cock, and Lee ; who will infure the tranfmiffion of

them in their pofterity to the day of judgment.

But America will not attend to this antiquated ^o~

phiflry, whether decorated by the gaudy ornaments

of a Burke ; the curious patch-work of a Parr, to

which all antiquity may have contributed its pret-

tieft rags and tatters ; or the homely, ungraceful

garb which has been furnifhed her by Mr. John

Adams.

The Americans are too well informed, not to

F 2 per-
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perceive they have wifely avoided the mystery of

the three powers. All the deviations from the Eng-

lifli Government are improvements : and I exprefs

my opinion of any defe6ls in the American Confti-

tution, in a manner, I hope, perfectly confiflent

with my real refpedl for the talents and virtues which

emancipated America.

The inconveniences of difparity and incongruity

in the bodies to be united (not incorporated) were

perceived, and fome provifion made for them in the

proportionate delegations of every State to the ge-

neral Congrefs. But I think the whole wants that

tmitv, harmony, capacity of common judgment and

general will, which would have refulted from a ge-

neral organization of the republic into one body;

and that in time, the various chara6lers and interefls

of the American States will difunite and alienate

them.

The American Governments, feparately confi-

dered, are improvements on the Government of

England.

Their parliamentary reprefentations have more

reality ; their councils and governors have fewer

pernicious privileges than the Nobles and Kings of

Eng-



LESSONS TO A PRINCE. 69

England; and the buds of induftry are not blighted

by the difeafed breath of an indolent hierarchy. Se-

curity, liberty, and happinefs are more difFufed

;

and inftead of feeing a parifh flarving in rags, while

the Juftice of Peace, the Re6lor, and the Attorney-

are racking off at every joint the direful effe6ls of

gluttony and intemperance; every family iscloathed

and fed comfortably ; and health and happinefs are

generally enjoyed.

When the French cabinet affifled in the emancipa-

tion of America, its objedl was merely to fever it

from England, and to divide the empire of a rival

power. It happily had not penetration to difcern all

the confequences.

The partial liberty of the Englifh Prcfs had been

extremely ufeful to the American caufe ; and the

French were permitted to difcufs the queftions from

which it originated, both in converHition and in their

public writings. Government miftook the fubmif-

fion of France for a native and fixed torpor ; and ap-

prehended that flavery and fuperflition were the ha-

bits of Frenchmen, however they might chatter on

Liberty and Science. The French auxiliaries re-

turned from America fully charged with ele6lric

F 3 fire;
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fire ; difafFe6led Englifli afTociated with Americans

at Paris; and fiimulated philofophy to approach the

ancient and mouldering fabric of defpotifm : the

fparks of Liberty fell on touch-wood, and the whole

at once blazed into afhes.

LESSON
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LESSON VIII.

CONSTITUTION OF FRANCE,

Sententia Platonis femper in ore fult, " Florere d'vltates, fi Philo-

" fophi imperarent, aut Imperatores philofopharentur."

Jul. Cap. in Marc. Aurel. \. 27.

Marcus Aurelius had always on his lips that fentence of Plato,

" Communities would flourifli, if philofophers ruled them,

** or their rulers become philofophers."

± DO not mean to give in detail the external oc-

currences of the French Revolution : they are to

be found in numerous publications; and they are

accurately ftated.

My intention is to delineate the obje£l of the

National Aflembly, which is not underflood in

England, and is not clearly and permanently kept in

view by the leading members of that refpedlable body,

Burke may decLiim, " that a bloody and ferocious

" democracy is demolifhing ancient and venerable

" inflitutions,"—the eye of philofophy will pafs the

F 4 ftreights
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ftreights of Dover, and fix on the path of his am-

bition.—Stanhope may rummage conventicles for

faints to hail an approaching millenium, on the prin-

ciples of the EngUJh Revolution ! when Pricjiley VfxXh

the zeal and verbofity of a Baxter, and Price with

the meek and holy ambition of Praife-God Barebones^

may trample on the Lauds, the Bonners, the Horjleys,

and the Barringtons of the time. Pitt may afFefl to

rejoice in the improvements of a fcience that would

be fatal to the plaufibility of his impofitions—and

even Brand HoUis, emancipated from the punifh-

ment of dete6led bribery, may gratulate the imm.a-

culate purity of future Parliaments.—Thefe are the

artifices of felf-interefled empirics ; who, like the

fly in the fable, place themfelves on the wheel of

human events, and buz to the ideots around them,

that they influence and regulate its rotations.

The purpofe of the National AflTembly of France

is—not to introduce a democracy in any fenfe fami-

liar to a mind fo perverted by falfe philofophy, fu-

perftition, and fordid * felfifhnefs, as that of Edmund

* The Prince will recoUeft the ftipulations made by this

frothy and fentimental declaimer before he pronounced hit

oration on the regency.

Burk«
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Burke—it is not to imitate the meafures of the Eng-

lifh. revolution, the political principles of which

they defpife— it is not to fubftitute Janfenifm for

Popery, Prefbyterianifm for Epifcopacy, or to aid

the pretended improvements of a fyflem of impofi-

tion by the fophifms of Arians and Socinians— it is

not to adopt the creeds of our political parties, or to

jufcify the principles of Whigs or Tories—it is to

abolifh every contrivance and pretence by which one

or a few may be privileged, firft to benefit, then to in-

jure millions—to deftroy that principle of all modern

governments, that a part is greater than the

WHOLE ; and inftead of applying a machine, deno-

minated cither Monarchic, Ariftocratic, or Demo-

cratic, to govern the community for the advantage of

individuals, orders, or profefTions—to organize the

community itfelf ; to form it into an adual body ;

to difFufe a lively and poignant fenfibility over its

furface ; to conne6l the extremities with the feat of

reflection and thought ; and to introduce that ge-

neral fympathy, which ever prevents a well-con-

ftrudled body from injuring any of its parts.

Though this plan may have fome novelty, the

idea of it has been long fuggefted,-and the general

outlines given. Hif-
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Hiftory will not enable us to judge of the whole

of the views of Alfred : we learn, however, from

the general traditions of Europe in his time, that

ideas of a community were entertained fuperior to

Kings or the Councils of Kings. In thofe aflem-

blies of the Franks, from which the eftates of France

are denominated, they determined on peace or war,

and examined the regulations which the King or

Maire of the palace publiflied. The ordonnances

called capitularies had not the force of laws, were

not enrolled in the Salic code, till fan6lioned by

the confent of the eftates. The AfTemblies con-

fifted of all the free clafTes, or deputations from them

;

but the peafants were flaves.

The Mycle-gemot of Alfred was fimilar to thofc

AfTemblies. Modern Governments have avoided

every thing analagous to them. In the original con-

ftitution of Geneva, periodical councils were pro-

vided with a compulfory power to oblige the magif-

trates and all the orders of the ftate to confine them-

felves within the prefcribed bounds; but by the in-

trigues of the magiftrates they were difcontinued.

In the long and various ftruggles of the Englifh

Commons, before and fmcc the celebrated Revolu-

tion



LESSONS TO A PRINCE. 75

tion of 1688, they obtained no more than a pre-

tended reprefentation for the ordinary purpofes of

government, and the removal of fome abufes in the

adminiftration of the laws.

Compared with other nations, the condition of

an Englifliman w^as advantageous ; but no man is

free, v.hofe property and life are at the difcretion of

others, in whofe appointment he has no real choice,

and over whofe condu(5l he has no controul ; and

no man can be happy, while half the fruits of his

induftry are forced from him to footh the pride and

fofter the profligacy of numerous ufelefs and op-

preffive orders.

At the acccffion of the Houfe of Hanover, the

pretended reprefentation, called an Englifh Parlia-

ment, was appointed, by thofe who had the power,

for three years. To prove that the public was no-

thing, even while it was proclaimed through Eu-

rope the Nation had made choice of your Royal

Highnefs's family, George the l-'irft had been but

a few years on the throne, when it had the pro-

fligate audacity to render three years feven, and to

enact this violation of faith and right the future law

of Parliament. The Roman Decemvirate, or col-

lege
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lege of ten, is juftly conflgned to perpetual infamy

for afting on a fimilar principle with the Englifh

Houfe of Commons ; being eftaMifhed for a limited

time, for a fpecific purpofe, and attempting to turn

a temporary truft into perpetual tyranny.

He who commits a truft, parts only with the

adminijirat'ion ; it is not poffible to convert a truft

into an ahfolute right, or into a difcretionary and

independent power.

The Englifti Parliament, intoxicated with fuc-

cefs, avowed a do6lrine defi;ru6live of the firft prin-

ciples of free governments : it was declared, the

people when aflemhled (and they never were aflem-

bled) were every thing : when they had made their

elecStion, they were nothing ; and Parliament be-

came omnipotent. Though the fupreme power in

every community, formed to be free, muft be indivifi-

ble and inalienate ; though it be impoflible it fliould

fubmit its fovereignty to an Emperor, a King, or a

Senate, without violating the a£l by which it exifts

as a community, without annihilating itfelf—and

out of nothing, nothing can arife—yet Parliament

maintained that its power and prerogatives were

paramount, difcretionary, and incontrolable, not

only
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only over the perfons from whom it pretended a

delegation, but over thofe provinces and colonies

which were not included in the farce of reprefenta-

tion.

The defpotic violence with which every thing was

conducted in the propofed fubjugation of America

—

the political maxims avowed, and the fanguinc mea-

fures executed, roufed the attention of the world.

England faw itfelf, as well as its dependencies,

trampled with impunity, by pretended delegates

afluming the prerogatives of defpotic mafters. Peti-

tions and remonftrances were prefented, and aflbci-

ations formed, to induce the monfter to moderate

its ravages, and to prevail on Parliament to reform

itfelf.

The pufillanimity and abfurdity of thofe mea-

fures, in a powerful community pretending to be

free, gave rife to a pamphlet, entitled. Letters

ON POLITICAL Liberty, addrefled to the AfTocia-

tions ; that pamphlet firfb drew my attention to the

poflible mode of organizing a community into a free,

aftive, and powerful body ; having and retaining a

permanent judgment and will ; and exercifing thofe

powers, without tumult or diforder, over all its de-

legations.
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legations, whether Kings, Senates, or Magiftrates.*

The Author calls on the nation, in a tone of earneft

enthufiafm, to reftore theconftitution of Alfred-with

fuch improvements as fuit the prefeut condition of

perfonal liberty : and by thefe means, to remove the

numerous evils of the police, and the grofs abufes

of legiflative authority.—The Aflbciations were

aftoniflied, but not advifed. A tranflation was cir-

culated in France with great rapidity ; and it was at

Paris, when the tranflator of that pamphlet was fent

into the Baftile—I formed, in company with

my opinions on the conftitution of a free

ftate, I found the philofophers of France better in-

fl:ru6led in the fubjedl than thofe of England ; -[-

* A fimilar pamphlet was publifhed about the fame time,

and containing fimilar ideas, called A Plan of Airociation on

Conflitutional Principles; and I fufpect by the language, it

Was written by the fame Author.

•f I except a Gentleman who has dedicated works to your

Royal Highnefs in the plain and manly language of Virtue.

In Leftures on Political Principles, by David Williams, ideas

of organized conftitutions fuited to all climates, &c. are op-

pofed to thofe of Montefquieu with great addrefs and effect.

But the Author, bold as he is, expreffes himfelf in the lan-

guage of fpeculation, little imagining that the National Aflem-

bly of France would immediately publifli fo glorious a Com-
mentary on his work.

but
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but they had no apprehenfion, that the general dif-

pofition of the French nation would admit of their

ideas«nd wifhes.

When the diftrefs of the treafury threatened a

bankruptcy, and Necker advifed the provincial af-

femblies and the meeting of the Notables, he had

ho intention to form a free conftitution: his obje£t

was flmilar to that of the Kings of England, who

fummoned the deputies of boroughs to devife modes

of conveying their contributions without trouble.

Necker was not aware, that the fatires of Voltaire

on the Clergy had rendered them juftly and univer-

fally odious; that the numerous and oppreffive pri-

vileges of the Nobles were deeply, though filently

refented ; and that France abounded with philofo-

phers, who would promptly feize the firfk occafion

to develope and execute their political ideas,—This

occafion arofe, and the conftitution of France

was imagined.

It
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It is hardly fair to offer a delineation of a fabric

not yet formed ; fome parts of which may not be

determined upon, and fome may be altered. But

if this little work fliould ever be honoured with any

attention in France, I hope my purpofe will not be

mifunderllood. Though I do not join in any of

thofe compliments to the National AiTembly, which

are fcnt from this country, to affift private views,

and to give confequence to interefled parties—the de-

figns and efforts of real patriotifm in France have

not a warmer friend in the world than myfelf ; and

if I offer remarks on an event the moil: beneficial to

humanity in all the records of mankind, it is to af-

ford afliftance and to induce the philofophic politi-

cians of the National Affembly to re-confider their

fundamental laws.

In the definition and appointment of citizens,

there is a want of juftice; and in the conflrudion

of a political flate, as in that of a private charader,

" Want of Virtue is want of fenfe."

The firft and general purpofe of fociety is to guard

the weak againft the flrong, and the poor againft the

rich.
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rich. The firft divifion of all the people of France

is into cantons ; but in voting for the next rank of

citizens called EIe6lors, thofe who do not pay a

certain fum towards the public expence are excluded:

i. e. they are enflaved.

The burthen of labour and of military fervice,

is on the poor, and if philofophy had produced its

full effed in the National Aflembly, we fhould have

had this reproach of political Conftitutions removed.

For fhe, like

The genuine mufe removes the thin difguife,

That cheats the world, whene'er flie deigns to ling.

And full as meritorious to her eyes

Seems the poor foldier as the mighty King.

In the prefent Conftitution of France the moft

helplefs of the people are deprived of the only con-

folation or ground of hope, the only ftimulus to

content, honefty, and virtue in their lituation

—

the choice of their majlers. It is this condemnation to

a fpecies of flavery, that renders fervants a feparate

and profligate corps ; and a fimilar injuftice to thofe

G of
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of the people, whofe poverty is a fufficient evil,

will be a difeafe in the conftitution, which no pal-

liatives can remove.

The Aflemblies in the Cantons are too numerous*

Montefquieu (Let. Perf.) obferves, " The heads of

*' the greateft men i'eem to be narrowed (retrecies)

" when they are alTembled; and in the greateft num-

** her of wife men, there is the leaft wifdom."

Alfred was aware of this truth ; and the firft di-

vifions of his political body, like the capillary vef-

fels on the furface of the natural, were fmall, and

formed to execute their offices without violence.

The tithings confifted only of ten families. I never

faw an aflembly, exceeding twenty, whatever the

abilities of the members, that was not more difpofed

to paffion and tumult, than to reafon and judgment.

The diftin6l:ion of the Electors in the diftridls,

and the privilege of eledling both into the depart-

ments and into the National Aflembly, is without

reafon.—The graduated elections are not fo equita-

ble, or fo well imagined, as thofe in the Conftitu-

tion of Alfred.

The National Aflembly, if chofen in the depart-

ments, would be every thing defigned by Alfred in

2 the
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the inflitution of the Mycle-gemot ; but if its num-

ber could be reduced, and bufinefs done more by-

open committees and printed propofitions, than by

oratory, it would be improved. It fliould alfo open-

ly and decidedly avow its competency to form and

ena6l all conftitutional and fundamental laws with-

out any permifTion of the executive powder, A pe-

riod {hould be as fixed as the conflitution, in which

a fimilar aflembly might always be chofen, and

meet without fummons or leave from any other

power ; and its bufinefs fhould be, to revife and cor-

re6l all fundamental regulations, to infpeft the con-

duft of the ordinary government and legiflation, and

to redrefs or remove all national grievances.

The interference of the executive power by com-

miffioners in the diftrids is a privilege of fatal ef-

fed ; and if not withdrawn, will foon render the

conftitution of France as corrupt, as vicious, and

as much a deception, as the pretended ot England,

G 2 THIS
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THIS account of the French Conftitution, in the

firfl Edition, has been thought too concife to remove

prejudice or to inftruft ignorance in the people of

this country.

They who have made this juft remark, fhould re-

coiled, the LefTons w^ere immediately addrefled to an

informed thoxigh a young and dilTipated perfonage,

and that it did not occur even to the vanity of the

author, they would be rapidly circulated through

the nation.

To remove the objedlion, it will be neceflary to

explain the terms Mycle-gemot and Wittena-

GEMOT in the Conftitution of Alfred : the firft

meaning the Folk-mot or Great Aftembly of the

Nation by its deputies, which he intended fhould

ever meet annually on Salifbury plain, to revife

and adjudge the adis of the executive power, and of

the legiflature called the Wittenagemot, or the

Affembly of Wife-men, analogous to the French

idea of notables.*

When

* See numerous authorities for this opinion in Bede, Spel-

man, Selden, Wilkins, Wright, Letters on Political Liberty

;

and a very excellent little work on Saxon Inftitutions by the

late
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When the meafures of the King and his Great

Council, his ^'v itienagemot, or Notables, were

deemed conducive to the public welfare, they were

fanftioned as the permanent laws of the land.

When adjudged otherwife, they were forbidden and

abrogated.

The anarchy, from Danifli violence and depreda-

tion, nearly obliterated thefe wife and admirable in-

ftitutions : and William the Conqueror, while his

prudence fuggefted the expedience of not exafpera-

ting the nation by \vholly renouncing them, was

induced by a fagacious fpirit of defpotifm, to prefer

the AVittenagemot to the Folk-mot or Mycle-ge-

mot ; as the former was manageable by his power

or his wealth ; the latter muft have retrained him

within the limits of ufeful laws, and meafures of

obvious national advantage.

The Englifli Parliament is the offspring of the

Wittenagemot, the choice of the Conqueior, with

late Dr. Squire, Bifhop of St. David : who feems to have

renounced the Spirit of his order, and like the prefent Bishop

D'AuTUN, to have funk all epifcopal properties in the enlarged

views of a good citizen and the humane qualities of an amia-

\}\e man.

G 3 fome
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fome fuppofed advantages from the addition of the

Houfe of Commons : but ftill retaining its original

charadler refpefting the crown ; and perpetually ex-

emplifying in its extravagant pretenfions and ex-

ceptionable condu6l, the neceffity of national revi-

fion, controul and corre6lion in fuch an annual de-

putation as the Folk-mot.

When the neceflities of the French King rendered

expedient fome kind of application to the nation,

its antient records were examined ; and a fpirit, ana-

logous to that of the Norman, induced him to call

the Notables, the Wittenagemot, not a reprefenta-

tion of the country, or any thing fimilar to the My-

clc-gemot. But the inftitution of the Provincial

Aflemblies was an error of Neckcr^s, moft fortunate to

the French nation ; it was making apertures in the

great dykes of arbitrary power ; and when the wa-

ters burft their bounds, they foon became irrefifli-

ble.

Whether the great extent and population of

France, or the documents of the antient inftitutions

of the Franks, or the fuggeftions of any late fpe-

culations, induced the French Reformers to adopt a

plan
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plan fimilar to that of Alfred, I am not qualified to

determine.

They have in fome degree, though not fully,

adopted his idea of deputations of deputations, which

are ahfolutely neceflary to render the a6tual repre-

fentation of populous and extenfive kingdoms cou-

iiftent with their indufiry and peace.

They have alfo appointed all choice and ele61ioit

to be by divifions of the people; to originate in the

lower clafs ; and to proceed upwards. This is eflen-

tial to liberty.

But they have differed from Alfred ; and where

they have diiFered, I think they have erred.

To have attempted aboliihing flavery or the power

of the church, would probably have involved Alfred

in ruin. But every freeman, without exception,

was an ele61:or. This is not the cafe in France.

And I obje£l to the exclufion of thofe who are un-

able to pay a fmall rate or tax, not in the fpirit of

criticifm, but from a conviction of injuftice and

impolicy, in depreffing mere incapacity, ftigmatizing

the unfortunate, giving additional power to the pof-

feflion of property, which in itfelf is power—while

all the genuine principles and regulations of juftice,

G 4 are
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are wholly direcfled againft the injurious exertions of

power or force.

The firfl divifions of the people are into cantons

;

and their firft voting AfTemblies confift of fix or fe-

ven hundred. Thefe are multitudes, incapable of

judgment or choice, whatever the chara£ler of the

individuals may be : and for this opinion, I appeal

to the experience of the world. For not a fmgle

Affembly has exifled, as an exception. What then

is to be expe£ted but paffion or diforder from fuch

mingled multitudes of French peafants ? Alfred

perceived this truth : and his firft AfTemblies confifled

only of ten houfholders.

The French Reformers, as if fenfible of their er-

ror in the firft divifion, attempt to remedy it by ano-

ther; which I am truly forry to confider as the

commiffion of another injury.—The cantons ele61:

into the diftri6ls : and the electors in the diftri6ls

are formed into a numerous extenfive ariftocracy.

For they are denominated, by way of eminence, the

EleSlors ; they chufe into the departments, into the

re6lories, bifhoprics, the various offices of magif-

tracy, and even into the National AlTembly.

This, beftdes being an injuftice to the eledlors in

I the



LESSONS TO A PRINCE. 89

the cantons below and the departments above, is fa-

cilitating the future intrigues of the executive pov^^er

by diredling them to a particular fpot. And to in-

. fure the mifchief, they have committed to the King

the nomination of commiflioners to prefide in the

eledlions.

The National Aflembly firfb met at Verfailles to

affift the King to provide for the public exigencies :

and to devife, in conjunction with him, fuch regula-

tions as would prevent fimilar evils.—It therefore

aflembled as a Wittenagemot, or an Englifli Parlia-

ment, for fpecihed purpofes and with limited powers.

But when a few incidents had fhaken to the duft the

remains of ancient defpotifm, the Aflembly gradu-

ally changed its tone ; and from being a municipal,

legiflative Commiffion, like the Britifli Legiflature,

it aflumed Conftitutional Powers, and became ana-

locrous to the Mycle-gemot of Alfred.

In this new charader, the Aflembly has a6led

with a prudence verging on timidity, and fometimes

defcending to equivocation.

The Mycle-gemot of Alfred was in eff'eil: the

Nation ; it was open to every freeman who had a

complaint againft the government : and the mem-

bers
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bers at a fignal could have produced the nation in

arms on Salifbury Plain. That pofTibility was the.

firm bafis of its conftitutional influence over the

executive and legiflative powers ; and the knowledge

of it rendered its exercife always unnecefTary : it

was like the influence of the whole body over its

limbs, the fource of order and general harmony,

never of difagreement or confufion.

When the National Aflembly aflumed new powers

and a new character, when it appeared as the Mycle-

gemot of Alfred, a Conftitutional Aflembly to de-

cree fundamental laws, and to aflign the provinces

of executive, legiflative, and municipal authority

;

there was jufl; as much reafon in their confulting the

King and requiring his fan6lion ; as in confulting

the future magiilrates of the projected municipali-

ties.

The members of the National Afl'embly often in-

fmuate that future legiflatures will not have their

powers; but will they not, like the Englifh Parlia-

ment, afl^ume them ? And are not the fl:rongeft

hopes of a Counter-Revolution founded, on the

probability that a future Afl^embly may repeal the

a6ls of the prefent.

To
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To prevent this evil, the National Aflembly

iliould feparate its conflitutional from its legiflative

a6ls. In the former, the executive power fhould

never be confulted. The mode of chufing the ordi-

nary legillature fhould be diftinguifhed from that «/

of appointing the National Affembly, which fhould

be eledled annually, and meet on a certain day, like

the Mycle-gemot of Alfred, to fignify the national

approbation or difapprobation of the proceedings of

Government and acts of the legiflature, and to re-

vife, correal, and improve all conflitutional regu-

lations or fundamental lav^^s.

LESSON
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LESSON IX.

JRINCIPLES OF LEGISLATION.

, Suadere Prlndpi quod oporteat, niulei Inborls ; ajfentath

erga Principein quemcumquefine affedu pemgltur.

Tac.

It is difficult to advife Princes'—it is not difficult to flatter theni.

Acquiescing in the fentlment of Tacitus, I

fliall not long detain your Royal Highnefs on the

ufe to be made of the information I have taken the

liberty to lay before you.

An attentive view of the political conftitutions I

have delineated, will convince your Royal High^

nefs, that the principles of legillation and govern-

ment are fludied ; and that political and ecclefiafti-

cal impoftures will be generally detedled and de-

ftroyed.

The difference of the French and Englifh Nation

will be, that of an organized body a(5ling for itfelf,

and
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and a paffive mafs adled upon : I need not point out

the advantage to France, befides that of its climate

and population.

But as this may be a truth of magnitude, not to

be readily admitted, your Royal Highnefs will per-

mit me to fuggeft the immediate efFe6l of emigration

from caufes which you fhould be anxious to remove,

if you regard the future population and ftate of the

country.

The confl:ru6lion of the French government im-

plies a perfe6l police ; for the magiftrates are chofcn

in all the neighbourhoods, and their offices are an-

nual : indeed the whole body guards and protects

itfelf. This will be foon known to thofe prodigi-

ous multitudes of timid and female houlliolders in

England, who are plundered by every device that

avarice can fuggeft, to thofe appointed to protedl

them.

Perfedl liberty of opinion, both in thought and

words, will carry over confcientious and induftrious

diflenters, who are here fubje6l to difadvantages,

from circumftances which do them honour. To

prevent the confequences of this evil, I do not

mean that Puritanifm fliould be fubftituted for the

efta-
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(Eftabliilied rites; but that the government is unjuft,

when it engages in one religious fa6lion to the in-

convenience of another ; and that, by avoiding this

error, France vrill draw from England great numbers

of its ufeful citizens.*

I will not weary your Royal Highnefs by a mi-

nute detail of the difadvantages under which Eng-

land muft a£l, if its government be not improved,

in proportion as France advances in the judicious

Confl:ru6lion of its political conftitution.

Your Royal Highnefs will recolleft, that the

Englifh Government is a machine adding on the peo-

ple, and managed at the will and for the intereft of

* Princes and Magiftrates fliould fcorn to be apparitors

to ambitious, felfiHi, and ufelefs priefts, or the miniftera

of their intolerant and cruel purpofes. Darius hearing of

difputes in Perfia, of fanilar importance with thole which

flow agitate the fuperftitious world, afked the Greeks, what

fums they would take to eat their parents ? They exclaimed.

Not all the gold in the world. He afked the Callattii, a people

inhabiting a part of India, and who eat their parents, what they

would take to burn them ? The propofal produced cries of hor-

ror. ^ Go to your habitations, faid the King ; and eat or not

eat your parents as you like ; but do not moleft each other.

The Priejls ofboth 'parties murmured at the lajl injunction.

parti-
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particular orders; whereas the constitution op

A COUNTRY, to bear even a definition, fliould com-

prehend the people ; to produce Liberty, it fhould

allow them a choice of the Legiflature and Magif-

trates.

When that choice is made, a power fliould remain

in the community by the appointment of a periodi-

cal aflembly, to prevent all abufes of truft; and all

interference, of the ordinary or municipal legifla-

ture, in fundamental laws.

The Mycle-gemot of Alfred and the National

Afl'embly of France are calculated for this purpofe

;

their obje6ts are conftitutional : but we have no af*

fembly in England bearing the flightefl analogy to

them. Hence the abfurdities perpetually recurring

in Englifh legiflation ; the power of making laws

for temporary purpofes confounded with the national

fovereignty ; and the mofl iniquitous ufurpations

juftified by afllmilating the ideas of truft and right

:

infamous and audacious adventurers, the tools of

feudal defpots, of mercantile companies, and corrupt

minifters, in marketable boroughs, holding the lan-

guage of mafters to fix millions of people ; and

con-
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contending for the lucrative privilege of defpoiling

them.*

The laws, when made^ would be equitably and

cxpeditioufly adminiftered, by judges and magiftrates

chofen and approved by the vicinages ; and the peri-

odical vifitations of loquacious and unprincipled

lawyers, would not a6l on the country as periodical

peftilences.'j-

The juftices of tlie peace, the moll numerous and

important magiftrates, would not be, as they now

are, the devoted inftruments of devoted inftruments.

And the Clergy, emancipated from an humiliating

and difhonourable patronage, which muft ever have

an intereft in exalting fycophants and deprefling

* During the late illnefs of the King, mlnifterial majorities

in a temporary legillature claimed the abfokite fovereignty of

the ftate.

t The pradlice of attornies, called pettifoggers, is to in-

ftru6l evidence in fafe and fuccefsful modes of perjury. The
council are often in collufion with thefe attornies ; they favour

their prepared evidences, and abufe thofe who are unprepared,

with a degree of profligate impudence and unprincipled vil-

lainy, which the judges fliould correft with more determined

feverity, if they wilh, as they certainly muft, to preferve reve-

rence for the laws, and refpeft for thofe who adminifter them.

manly
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manly and ufeful talents, would affume a new cha-

ladler, and from being the tools of corrupt influence,

would become the real minifters of religion and

. virtue.

Improvements of this kind mujl take place, if the

Conftitution of France be eftablifhed, or this Coun-

try will immediately lofe its rank.

Though I do not fubfcribe to the opinion of your

Uoyal Father, that the meafures at Paris have a

tendency to deprive Europe of its Kings in thirty

years, I am fure that in a very few, they will render

the duty and office of a King of England different

from that of a fplendid partifan, direding the fervi-

lity and avarice of ranks, clafles, and profcffions to

private purpofes ; encountering fadlion by fadion ;

involving himfelf in the inextricable labyrinth of

ineiFedtual expedients. If you keep your eye on the

conftitution of France, you may prepare yourfelf

for the charadler you may have to fuftain : and if

you favour the neceflary improvements of the

government of your country, you will fccure its

juft rank among the nations of Europe, fix your

own happinefs on a certain foundation, and en-

H roll
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roll your name among the great benefadtors of man-

kind.

Thefe are wifhes which will never be expreiTed iit

your hearing, by the parafites of your Court, or

the objedls of your political confidence. I have no

private intereft in the trouble I have taken. I feel

no ambition to be the competitor of your favorites.

I have no defire that a moment of my peace fliould

depend, even on a Prince, who can, one day, take

pains to engage and captivate ; induce generous-

youth to enlifl; under his banners and wear his uni-

form ; and the next, not recolleft or know them.

I feek not your favour, Sir—and, in the decent and

legal exercife of my abilities, T refpedlfully prefume

I need not fear your difpleafure. In all the imagi-

nable flu6luations of parties, my name will never be

brought to your Royal Highnefs in the lifts of can-

didates for places. And in the temporary confufion

and anarchy of any poffible revolution, my age, my
infirmities, my inclinations, and my habits, preclude

all effort and hope for my own advantage.

If, therefore, in the hints I have ventured ta

fubmit to you, I have erred—the fault is in my
judgment, not in my heart : if I have fuggefied any

thing
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thing that may influence your mind, the benefit

will be—not to me, but to your Royal Highnefs

and to your Country.

H 2 LESSON
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LESSON X.

ON THE MODE OF STUDYING AND PROFITING

B Y

MR. BURKe's reflections

ON THE

LATE REVO LUT 10 N IN F k yJ N C E.

'•» ^H yoif Twv T^oyuv ;^ptc7*5 "ZoXXn,; l^i vrEtfai TEXEi/laiov Eirtysvvii^K.

For cr'iticifm, or an ability to judge of luritings, is the lajl child of

lojig expcrienct, Longinus, 17.

X HIS is my apology for prefuming to point out

to your Royal Highnefs, the important fublimities,

and captivating beauties of a great work ; deftined

by the Author, to check the progrefs of democratic

licence, and impious infidelity, and to reftore the

original and facred principles, on which the Govern-

ments of Europe were firft eflabliftied.

On the firft view of a performance, fo inimical

to
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to thofe rights for which I have pleaded, and thofe

principles I have attempted to eftablifti, in the pre-

ceding LefTons, I was inclined to difpute the pofi-

tions of the writer.

I had been accuftomed to think eloquence inferior

towifdom— « Aaron fliall be thy fpeaker ; and thou

< fhalt be to him as God.'—I thought I had per-

ceived a material diftindlion, between profound in-

quiry, and the art of popular perfuafion—the for-

mer, the obje6l of the higheft, the beft philofophy,

I confidered as forming the uobleft charadlers in hu-

man nature : and T deemed the pofition ot Plato,

' that an Orator fliould be a Philofopher,' as the

mere homage of Poetry and Eloquence at the flirine

of wifdom. Human life is too fliort, to unite the

accomplilhments of the two charadlers. Cicero at-

tempted it : but Cicero in philofophy, was merely a

man of knowledge. Who could combine, the pro-

found thought of a Montefquieu with the talents of

a Chatham or a Mansfield ? I had confidered the

melioration of Gothic fyftems^ and the laws and

cuftoms which have been lately fuppofed to produce

public happinefs, as owing—not to natural hiflori-

ans, or experimental philofophers ; not to poetry,

H 3
paint-
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painting, mufic, or oratory ; not to arithmetic, ma-

thematicsj or even the difcoveries of Newton—but

to the works of fuch men as Sidney, Harrington,

Locke, Montefquieu, Steuart, and Smith : and I

thought it a duty to defend the philofophy they had

profefled from the verbofe fcurrilities of a popular

writer.

But on the perufal of Mr. Burke's ' wonderful'

Letter, your Royal Highnefs will perceive I have

been miftaken ; you will judge that wifdom fhould

give place to eloquence; that' the wife in heart

* fliall be called prudent, but the fweet in tongue

* fhall find greater things.'

I was alfo deterred by the information, that a

competitor in the fame art had feen the letter of

Mr. Burke, fome months before its publication, and

was preparing an anfwer.

A contention of pra6tifed prize-fighters would

irrefiftibly attradl the literary rabble ; and the gentle

voice of reafon, would not be heard.

But having mentioned Mr. Burke, in a former

Leflbn, with epithets of difapprobation and reproach;

and having imbibed from his work that principle of

exquifite fentiment and fine feeling which alternately

2 with
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with religion is the fubflitute of honour and virtue,

I find it my duty to exhibit his chara6ter on the

heft, viz. on his own authority

To ferve the double purpofe of relieving my
* penitent fenfibility'—and to familiarife your Royal

Highnefs with the principles of criticifm, I hope to

imprefs on your mind, that a knowledge of the

author is necefTary to that of his v^^ork ; and that

you fhould take it from himfelf, for this indifputablc

reafon, " that every man muft know his own cha-

" rader."

Great critics refemble their authors. Longinus

delineates the beauties of Homer, in pafTages equally

beautiful—I, therefore, view Mr. Burke, not as the

morning ftar, dropping gentle and beneficent dew

;

not as a regular planet, in that wonderful fyflem, the

daily bleffings of Avhich we participate ; but a blazing

eccentric comet, of myfiic and menacing omen,

and my eye is led to furvey it from the tail.

In the lafl: page of his *' divine rhapfody" he thus

defcribes himfelf—and your Royal Highnefs is in-

treated to obferve, the exemplary modefty of fo

great a man. When public obje(5ls fill his " difin-

*' terefted" mind, it foars like an infernal fury, and

H 4 feat-
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fcatters vengeance and mifery over *' difobedient"

nations—when he retires within himfelf, we difcern

only the humility of a Chriftian, and a gentlenefs

and ba/hfulnei's truly fentimental.

" I," the great man fays, " have little to recom-

" mend my opinions, but long obfervation and

" much impartiality." My Lord Mansfield, who

ftill pofTefles his mental faculties in great vigor, pro-

nounces the French Revolution, an event in hif-

tory totally new, to which no former fa6ts and inci-

dents can apply. Here is, long obfervation againft

long obfervation : but I fliall prefently ftate the cir-

cumftance which may induce Mr. Burke to give the

preference to himfelf. On the fubjedl of his " im-

" partiality" there can be no doubt. Has any man

converfed with, or heard this orator, and fuppofed

him capable of harbouring prejudice ?

" They come from one who has been no tool of

" power, no flatterer of greatnefs, and who, in his

" laft a£ls, does not wifh to belye the tenour of his

« life."

It muft give your Royal Highnefs pleafure, to learn

from the authority of this gieat man himfelf, that the

opinion of his implicit devotion to a late Marquis,

for
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for good and fubftantial confiderations, is groundlefs;

that he purchafed his villa and eftate at Beaconsfield

with the accumulations of his own patrimony; that

he reprefents a borough in parliament, by the free

uninfluenced eleftion of the burgeflcs; and, though

while in office, he offered incenfe of adoration at

the ihrine of royalty, he confcientioufly balanced

it out of office, by pronouncing on the melancholy

and affliiling indifpofition of your Royal Father,

*' that the Almighty had hurled him from his

" throne." He remarks on the proceedings of the

Revolution Socictv, "" that the misfortunes of Kin^s

** make a delicious repaft to fome fort of palates"

—

The repaft fuits not the palate of Mr. Burke, unlefs

it beftimulatcd by difappointment, or by fome ftrong

obftacle to the attainment of his wiflies. This, I

am fure, your Royal Highnefs will think a fufficient

caufe, and to ufc his own phrafe, not to belye the

tenour of his life.

" They come from one, almoft the whole of

*' whofe public life has been a ftruggle for the li-

*' berty of others ; from one, in whofe breaft no an-

** ger durable or vehement has ever been kindled,

** but by what he confiders as tyranny ; and who

** fnatches
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" fnatches from his fhare in the endeavours which

*' are ufed by good men to difcredit opulent oppref-

*' fion, the hours he has employed on your affairs
;

*' and who in fo doing perfuades himfelf he has not

*' departed from his ufual office."

Your Royal Highnefs will here admire the mo-

deft addrefs with which the great orator mingles,

the diftinguifhed parts he has acSled, in oppofition to

the American war, and in the Impeachment of Mr,

Haftings. To place thefe great a6tions in a true

light, your Royal Highnefs muft be iiiformed that

the Declaratory Bill, the very brand which fet Ame-

rica on fire, was fabricated in councils of which

this orator participated. But you will take with you,

the moment Mr. Burke was difmiffed, he became a

determined opponent to the Minifter, and the war

he condu6ted ; he execrated him as a traitor to the

conftitution ; and pledged his honour and character

to impeach him. When events indicated the advan-

tage of a coalition with that minifter, the wonderful

placability of our Author's nature was difplayed. He

paffed inftantly from mortal hatred to the moft en-

thuftaftic friendfhip, and from bitter reproach to fub-

lime panegyric. I am fenftble, if fuch apparent con-

tradiftion



LESSONS TO A PRINCE. 107

tradition and fuch dereli6lion of all principle, were

fairly chargeable on a philofopher, Mr. Burke would

annex to his name the moll infamous epithets. But a

Chriftian : a believer of thofe doctrines which fo ami-

cably blend high church tories with the votaries of

the church of Rome, has advantages which moralifls

cannot enjoy. By rites, ceremonies, and external

atonements, confcience may be fet, on a pivot, like

a weather-vane, to turn with the airy current of

felf-intereft.

I would imprefs thefe hints the more carefully on

your Royal Highnefs, as I underftand the alternate

councils of Cumberland and the little White houfc

(on the late re-eftablifliment of which I congratu*

late your Royal Highnefs) difcover a reludlance and

timidity refpedling this admirable and expedient re-

ligion. If any future event fhould give the power,

I fhould advife its avowal ; and if the facred bench

would admit of a preaching prelate, that Mr. Burke

be feated on it, referving an annual portion of every

parliamentary feafon for the impeachment.

In the profecutioa of Mr. Haflings, the con-

duct ot this great and good man is equally admirable

with his oppohtion to the American war. The

Houfe
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Houfe of Commons ftated a certain number of pro-

portions, referring to a6ls which, in Mr. Hafting*

were or were not, violations of law, or violations

of a fpecified truft. But of what advantage would

determinations on fuch queftions have been to the

learning of the country. The hiflory and antiqui-

ties of Hinduftan ; the various politics of its flates ;

its ancient, complex, and extenfive mythology ; the

do6lrines, rites, and ceremonies of its religion; its

population, ranks, cafts, cufloms, and manners

;

have been minutely detailed—and the wifdom and

knowledge of ages have been comprefTed into a

morning entertainment ; have been arranged into

fpecches, wliich have contributed greatly to the im-

provement of the attending audience ; and, by the

induftry and panegyrics of newfpaper reporters have

been diffufed through the nation to its great ad-

vantage.

The placability and mercy of our author, appears

in this tranfadion, but with the more dignity, as

every obje6l is magnified by foggy interpofitions.

While the menaces of virtue, perfonated by Mr.

Burke, hung over the head of Haftings, a confiden-

tial friend and aflbciate orator, carried a White Flag,

to,
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to the agent of the offender ; but whether from

all the enemies to Indian oppreffion, which he here

calls '• good men"—whether to avert the impending

ftorm, or generoufly to enable the fufferer to pre-

pare for it— we can only conje6lure— the agent,

being naturally a Marplot, having fully anfwered

the main queftion, when a previous hint had only

been given.

Charity, however, will incline us to fuppofe,

that the generofity, alnioft fupernatural, which

crafed from the author's mind, all the refentment,

rage, and abhorrence, excited by the condu6l of

Lord North ; and introduced the gentle paffions oi

forgivenefs and friendfliip ; would not have been,

and will not yet be, abfolutely and eternally impla-

cable to Mr. Haftings ; though, in intercourfes of

chicane and corruption with Begums, Nabobs, and

Rajahs, he may have forgotten the laws of his

country, or violated the univeifal maxims of virtue.

In refpeft to France, a fimilar difpofition to pla-

cability is difcoverable even in the higheft paroxyfm

of the author's rage. For after warming his imagi-

nation into frenzy on the royal fufferings ; and exe-

crating the National Affembly, the philofophers,

I the
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the jacobins, and all the real and imaginary caufes

of the lacrilegious diflionor ; he admits a poffibility

that royalty might devife or commit afts that would

require examination and inquiry. Here is a fair

opening for reconciliation between the offending

people of France and this great orator. Let the

National AfTembly vote an Impeachment : and if they

give Mr. Burke the inanagement, they may bo

alTuredj not only of his forgivenefs and friendfhip,

but that the King and Queen will be difpofed of for

life. What a glorious fate ! What a chara6leriftic

appointment ! All Europe would be occupied on his

orations, and filled with his fame: and when Pro-

vidence calls him—it is hoped very late—from the

trophies of his virtues and duty here ; his future

reward, to give efFe6i: to the cultivation of his prefent

talents, we may humbly fuppofe, will be—To Im-

peach THE Devil to all Eternity I

The * good' man proceeds—" They come from

*' one who defires honors, difl:in£l:ions, and emolu-

** ments, but little ; and who expe6ls them not at

« all."

The advantage of religion is in nothing fo great,

as in veiling fecret infirmities or crimes. It is true,

the
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the eye of God is fuppofed to penetrate all difguifc

and ail darknefs; but his miniilers are placable, and

every thing has its price. Mr. Burke was the only

partifan who ftipulated with the Pall-Mail Cabal,

previous to an oration on the Regency which unne-

ceflaiily precipitated your Royal Highnefs into un-

popularity. How many of the Burkes were to he

provided for ; and how Indian peculation might be

reconciled to virtue and humanity in that holy fa-

mily, * I will not tell in Gath or publifli in the

* ftreets of Alkalon, left the ungodly fliould blaf-

' pheme :' Dr. Parr would have been endued with

the faculty of confecrating the tranfa6lion, and

guarding it from the fcofFs of " athciftic" patrio-

tifm or of profligate impertinence.

It muft be expedled, an orator " has no contempt'*

of fame, " but Mr. Burke" never facrificed his in-

tereft to it : and he " has no fear of obloquy,"

though he has profecuted newfpapers, and exprefled

apprehenfion, and alarm, at parngraphifts, in a

manner that would be deemed pufiUanimous in an

Abbefs of King's Place. But it is to be obferved

that Mr. Burke trembles only for the caufe of li-

berty and humanity, for the facred and auguft fa-

bric
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brie of government, which is to be forcibly entered

only by his party, and then to be eternally preferved

from profanation and ruin.

The Speaker of the Houfe of Commons will at-

teft, that " he fliuns contention, though he will

*^ hazard an opinion" That " he wiflies to pre-

" ferve confiftency," the world is difpofed to

doubt ; not knowing that " he would prcferve con-

" fiftency, by varying his means to fecure the

*' unity of his end, and that when the cquipoije of

*' the veflel in which he fails may be endangered by

*' overloading it upon one fide, he is defirous of

*' carrying the fmall weight of his reafons to that

" which may preferve its equ'ipoifer

Your Royal Highnefs will regret with me, that

even fo beautiful a fentence fliould conclude the ac-

count the great orator condefcends to give of him-

felf. It alludes to the condition of a paflenger on

the river Thames, where the difference in the va-

rious contents of his pockets obliges him to fhift and

change pofitions ; and it furnifhes an exa6l image of

Mr. Burke's life.

The modefty of the author would not permit him

to hint at the exertion of mind which produced this

great
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great work. His mighty brain teemed with it,

nearly twelve months—I wifti I could fully devote

as many days, to render your Royal Highnefs fen-

iible of all its merits.

That any man, not educated aii inquifitor, and

not long accuftomed to derive his pleafure from tor-

ture and mifery, fliould be able to turn his eye with

malignant averfion on four and twenty millions of

his fellow-creatures, fuddenly emancipated from op-

prefiive tyranny, and anxioufly feeking their fu-

ture fecuritv in the dejibcrations of reafon and the

provifions of prudent humanity—would be impro-

bable in theorv. It would be incredible, that a ci-

vilized citizen ;
participating the bleflings of free-

dom under a mild government ; cultivating letters

and pretending to philofophy—fliould, without dif-

traflion and frenzy, harbour a whole year in his

mind, ideas fo horrible, willies lb diabolical, as are

exprefled in almoft every page of this work. But

the operations of felf-intereft, fublimed by religion,*

produce miracles.

* The reader is to obferve, that the Author ufes the word

Religion, as fignifying the varied fuperftition which govem-

Bients employ to impoverirti and enflave the people.

I Mr.
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Mr. Burke wrote his " wonderful" Letter, imme-

diately on receiving the fan6lion of the Minifter*-

to his fentiments in Parliament. As events fluc-

tuated in France, the produftion was corre6led,

and the author has been alternately agitated and tor-

tured by hope and defpondence, " that the evils of

** the revolution might or might not juftify his opi-

" nions." At laft, the Ariltocratic Oracle gave

the fignal. Calonne announced the plan of a coun-

ter-revolution. Biirke put on his magic fpe61acles,

difl;in£lly faw, the Auftrians marching through Flan-

ders, the Spaniards in the Pyrennees, the Savoyards

and Swifs in the Alps, and German and Engliih offi-

cers fneaking ofF fingly and reludlantly from poverty

in England to affift in the proje(^ed mafTacre and de-

vaftation. Burke grew frantic with joy : he fnufFed

* Common minds fliould cantioufly pronounce concerning

Minifters who are born Statefmen, or Heaven-born : but it is

certain Mr. Pitt's approbation of Mr. Burke's fpeech on the

French Revolution occafioned all thofe meafures of France,

which eniban-alTed his Spani/li negociation.

The National AiTembly had been inftrufted from England, to

diftinguifh the wifhes of the Englifli Adminiftration from thofe

of the Nation : the meafures of France would otherwife have

been more decifive, and a War muit have enfued=

the
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the murky air, loaded with the exhalations of twenty

millions of atheiftic and patriotic carcafes. ^"^ The

'^^ incenfe is divine!" exclaimed the" holy" man

—

" My prophecies and revelations fliallbe honoured;'*

and lo—the Book was publiflied.

When your Royal Highnefs is, thus, in polTeffion

of the author's charadler and motives, you may eafily

judge of his work.

1 have intimated, in a previous leflbn, the princi-

pal caufes of the French Revolution. When the

fortrefs of defpotifm was carried; the viftors were

not content with ftipulations to prevent future an-

noyance, they razed it to the gro-wnd, and proje6ted

a new and ufeful ftru6lure.

The genius of England, in political defign, had

been fo long the theme of panegyric, that it was not

imagined, the French would presume to attempt any

thing beyond an humble imitation of the Englifli

Government. Your Royal Highnefs will judge of

rhe feelings of " mere Engliflimen," by thofe which

adluate Mr. Burke, when it was underftood, they

proje6led a new conftitutlon, and meant to claim the

merit of originality.

In the " Revelations" of the author your Royal

I 2 High-
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Highnefs may be inftrufted, to confider this prefump-

tion as a " national infult," and a caufe of war as

juftifiable as any that has determined our cabinets.

But if it fhould not rouze that national ha-

tred, which political fraud and pious artifice have

affiduoufly generated and preferved—the dangers of

the example furnillied by France, are extremely nu-

merous and alarming, to tliofe who occupy (difin-

tereftedly without doubt) the various departments of

our ** wonderful conftitution ; " which is peculiarly

" excellent" in its faults', produces equality by the com^

mon and necejjary caufes of inequality^ and confers bene"

fits and bleffings by injujiice and injury.

Whence are derived thefe myftic advantages ? —

•

Your Royal Highnefs will perceive, in a former Lef-

fon, I traced the genuine principles of Englifli Liberty,

hi Saxon inftitutions : but the Saxons being heathens,

confequently atheifls or philofophers, according to

our author's learned and liberal ufe of the terms, I

took liberties with their rude fketches, and endea-

voured to form into elements the principles that have

immortalizt'd the name of Alfred.* In

* The Author has been informed, the political Diagrams of

tbafe Lelibns are ufed, by intelligent parents, to give ideas of

political
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In thefe— there is an evident diftindtion of Go-

vernment and Sovereignty. Government has

the power of municipal legiflation, and its laws are

obligatory on individuals, corporate bodies, &c.—tlie

nation arranged, organifed, and a6ling as fovereign,

has conftitutional authority over the power of go-

vernment.

The firft law, in this fpecies of conftitution, is the

general will ; and it muft be the determination of

political conftitutions to youth, which they might not obtain

by perufing diirertations. He lias feen copies of the Diagrams,

prepared for the printfhops, with poetic and familiar explana-

tions, intended to diiFufe this fpecies of knowledge among tlis

people, and inftruft them to difcern the deceitful, often frau-

dulent, condud: of their pretended reprefentatives.

A Bookfeiler has conveyed to the Author the following Let-

ter, which contains a better critique on the pamphlet than will

probably be given in any other maimer :

" Sir,

YOUR mode of jUuftrating political problems by Diagrams

is a valuable and important difcovery ; and if you had con-

fined your abilities to them and their explanations, you would

have fixed your name among fcientific and permanent bene-

factors of the world : but you have difdained to write an ele-

mentary book, where elements are unknown, and fo much

wanted, and you have indulged fatire, which, however juft,

is unworthy of you, and will be more advantageous to the

bookfeiler than to you.

f am, &c."

I 3
the

V.
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the general will, that every citizen, without diftinc-

tion of birth, pofftiTions, or talents, enjoy the great

objefts of fociety—liberty, property, and fecurity.

Liberty is a power, obtained for every citizen by

the difpofition and engagement of the general force,

to a6t for his own happinefs, without injuring others;

and all beyond it, is licence.

The right of property, does not relate merely to

the tenement or land which forms may convey, but

to the neceflary juftice, that men of every condition

fhould enjoy the advantages of their honell induflry,

and not be obliged to facrifice them to the pride and

pleafure of others :

And focial fecurity, arifes from the engagement of

the whole community to preferve the perfon, proper-

ty, and liberty of every individual, "untouched while

unoffending.

That the general will may be expreffed, without

affembling the nation, or inverting the people with

the executive power— which is the vulgar idea of

Democracy—is not only rendered probable, but de-

monftrated, by the diagram of the Conilitution of

Alfred. For though the Mycle-gemot was called

the Folk-mot ; and every freeman might attend who

found
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found fubjedl of complaint in any adl of govern-

ment, the Mycle-gemot was not a part of govern-

ment : it ena£bed no laws, but fuch as were confti-

tutional ; it performed no office of the executive

' power, but adjudged it; and the affembly of the

National Deputies was never too numerous for deli-

beration.

The Englilh Houfe of Lords is a remnant of that

Affembly ; and its claims of judging, in dernier re-

fort, &c. are derived from it. But the Houfe of

Lords was funk, by the regulations of William the

Conqueror, into a branch of the ordinary govern-

ment ; the minifters or managers of which, in all

departments, affiduoufly difcredit every mode of ex-

preffing the general will : being fenfible, the nume-

rous abufes which render their fituations lucrative,

would be abolilhed, and that no meafures could ob-

tain its fandion, not favourable to the general in-

tereft.

The National Affembly, having affumed powers

fimilar to thofe of the Mycle-gemot, I rejoiced in

the hope that France would furnifh the example of

a fociety organifed into a political body, to which

the head and the limbs would be vitally annexed

;

I 4 which
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which would be actuated by a common principle of

intereft, by a common leafon, judgment, and will

:

and that'. England, flimulated by generous emula-

tion, might be induced to revife its government, cor-

re6l its errors, and remove its inconveniencies.

. I entertained thefe hopes, without the profpedl

of any advantage to myfelf, my fon, my brother,

or my coufin, but in common with all my fel-

low citizens ; without eftimating the injuries that

might enfue, to thofe orders which had privileges by

inheritance, thofe priells who were creeping up the

tortuous paths of fervile ambition, or thofe fplendid

advanturers who had talked and written credulous

multitudes into an opinion that the general induf-

tjy muft be deeply taxed to gratify and fupport them.

But your Royal Highnefs will conceive my fitua-

tion and feel for me, when the voice of Burke, like

that of the angel in the fiery cloud, entranced my

faculties, and wholly changed the diredtion of my

imaq;ination.

Farewel Reafon— Science— Truth— all ideas of

thofe rights, or of that juftice, claimed for all man-

kind by a foft and whimpering philofophy ! Wel-

come, confecrated Defpotifm—whether cloathed in

the
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the dreadful armor of Kings, the foft lawn of Bifhop?,

or the various garbs of Senators, Magiftrates, Law-

yers, Orators, Parafites, Panders, or Pimps. From

thy caprices are derived law, the fecurity of proper-

ty, the patronage of talents, the encouragement of

induftry ; and from thy authority or command arifc

independence and liberty.

Bv this new information or new light, I mean to

condu(5l your Royal Highnefs through the elabo-

rate, intricate, and myftic produ6i:ion of Mr. Ed-

mund Burke ; as through a luxuriant wildernefs,

where tyranny, privilege, fuperftition, and intole-

rar\ce, difplay their magic rites, and combine, with

their own, the fuppofed intercfts of heaven and hell.

As the induftrious mechanic, whofe fancy has been

limited bv the horizon of his humble flate; on look-

ing into the divine compofitions of the northern

prophet, lofes his common faculties, and deigns to

convcrfe only with fpirits—fo it befel me, having

perufed the unparalleled work of the political Swe-

denbourgj I, no longer, traced principles from fads,

or fought truth in the long, the cautious, the labo-

rious procefTes of demonllration : I faw the dreadful

precipices of Atheifm terminating all the paths of

I fcience

:
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fcience: and I ' pioufly' funk into the bofom of intui-

tive credulity, where I found, all truths on heavenly

authorities ; riches, ranks, and diftindlions, without

the requlfitions of merit ; the happinefs of human

nature, at the will of the fortunate ; and nations, as

herds of cattle, tranfmitted by inheritance. How

grateful, this ftate of things, to the indolence, th«

felfifhnefs, and the love of power, fo eafily excited

in the human mind !—You will not wonder, I quit->

ted the fimple paths of inquiry and inveftigation,

for thofe enchanted labyrinths into which political

myfticifm condu£ted me.

Your Royal Highnefs is particularly requefled to

obferve, the admirable addrefs, with which this great

writer introduces the fubje6l of his work.

It is frequently the misfortune of focieties or clubs

in London, to have lefs prudence than good inten-

tion.

In the ufe of thofe rites of ' pious' magic, which arc

thought to engage the Deity even in the moft fordid

offices of human life, a club, calling itfelf the Revo-

lution Society, employed a nonconformift clergy-

man as its magician : and he folemnly invoked his

God, on a fcftival deftined to another purpofe, in

behalf
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behalf of thofe " levelling furies" in France, who,

in demolifhing the ancient and " facred" temple of

abfolute monarchy, nearly buried the king, the

queen, the nobility, and the clergy, in the ruin.

But the magician does not worfhip the God of the

country.* He is therefore liable to the charge of

atheifm, as I fhall prefently demonftrate to your

Royal Highnefs: his incantations are impieties; and,

if the true fpirit of Mr. Burke's religion could have

its proper efFe6l, he would be foon filenced by the

* holy' feverities of the inquifition. This circum-

Aance alone, would invalidate his pofitions ; and

render null, the refolutions and proceedings of a

fociety, of which he affe6ls to be the Pontiff.

But, in the luxuriance of our author's fublime ge-

nerofity, and in the ebullitions of ' holy' zeal, he

condefcends to confider his principles and to confute

his arguments : and your Royal Highnefs will fee,

with pleafmg exultation, this " incomparable" ora-

tor proves, on the authority of the Revolution—

that the Englifh cannot elect their kings; cannot

cafhier them for mifconduifl: ; or form a government

for themfelves.

Price is a profefled Arian.

Your
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Your Royal Highnefs will admire his manner

ef paffing over or expunging every idea of elec-

tion in the appointment of William the Third,

though he was afbually chofen King, and the Cyown

made hereditary in his family by the Queen,

His dexterity muft be deemed important and afto^

nifhing, when he tranfmutes the delicacy of the con-

vention, in the ufe of the word Abdication, into a

proof that if James had not fled, the nation in arms,

aflifted by the Prince of Orange, could not have de-

throned him, without incurring the guilt of treafon.

Here the doftrine of Hobbes is infinuated with all

the art of the author's eloquence : but he does not re-

fer to the Leviathan ; for Hobbes was an Atheift.

Your Royal Highnefs muft perceive another privilege

of myftic piety. No inftruments, in earth or hell,

are forbidden to a Saint, if conducive to his in-

tereft. Fiends are not fo horrible to our author as

Atheifts. But as the Devil is faid to believe or to

have faith, Mr. Hobbes, though an Atheift, coin-

ciding with the orthodoxy of Mr. Burke in the creed

of Abfolute Monarchy, his fentiments may be adopted

without contaminating the author's foul, or fuUying

his ' righteous' reputation. But it was highly pru-

dent



LESSONS TO A PRINCE. 12^

dent, not to mention Hobbes ; and gratitude is not

among the obligations of myfticifm.

Such the author deems to be the depraved condi-

tion of Europe, from Philofophy and Atheifm, that

if he had derived Royalty dire6lly from Heaven,

he might have been embarrafled by heralds and

genealogifls ; he therefore mingles and jumbles the

fubje61:s of government, hereditary monarchy, and

myftic religion. This is done, with wonderful art

and defign.—The Sceptic, Philofopher, Patriot, or

Atheift— all fynonimous terms— is accuftomed to

view and examine all contrivances in their principles,

and all compofitions in their elements. The united

Ikill and penetration of Europe, could not analyfe,

without completely diflipating, the work before us.

It feems, fometimes air, fometimes fire : it aflumes

fantaftic fhapes, which vary in every point of view,

and will not bear the touch of impertinent and pro-

fane phiiofopliy.

I exercife the privilege of the initiated, when I pre-

fume to afTift your Royal Highnefs in contemplating

this wonderful fabric.

Mr. Burke has given his " unparalleled " work all

the properties and efFedls of a Camera Obfcura, or of a

magic
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magic lanthorn. Government and Royalty are dif-

played, not as arifing from the mud and filth of popu-

lar interpofition ; butdefcending from Heaven, at the

command of Religion, which waves her wand from

a turret of the Inquifition, and awes the nations into

implicit faith and unconditioned loyalty.—Kings and

Queens are glorious funs and chafte moons. The

beauty of holinefs, is exhibited in all the gradations

of the Hierarchy; the Pope being flightly veiled.

The varied effe6i:s of noble birth, exalted rank,

knight-errantry and chivalry—all the fruits of all

the virtues— are charmingly engrafted on all the

vices; while the multitude, is irretrievably and eter-

nally fixed to the earth, and forms the immeafurable

pavement fupporting the privileged and confecrated

fcene

!

What would be, the demonflrations of a Newton,

to the confequcnces of fuch a fpe(Si:aclc, on the majo-

rities of all nations !—Who would turn an eye, to the

natural, unornamented delineations, of Mathemati-

cians, Economiftes,* Patriots, and Atheifts!

Hail,

* The author has been criticifed for cenfuring Econo-

mifts, while his regulations in the Royal Kitchen are fplendid

proofs of his own love of Economy. But, the Economiftes of

France ^re political, and they are aflbciated, not to infpeft

fauce-
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Hail, heavenly,Enthufiafm! parent of myftic defpo-

tifm and arbitrary power.—How fublime thy ordi-

nances; how captivating thy arrangements, compared

with the cold tenets of Philofophy, and the groveling

principles of Patriotifm !

Having given Kings, Queens, Nobles, and High-

Priefts, a heavenly origin, without dire6lly aflerting

it—and having by confecration rendered them un-

aflailable— he rifes into a ftrain of fublime fcur-

rility againft the National Aflembly—for violences

to which they were not acceflary, and fome of which

never exifted except in his own imagination. But th©

psrpofe juftifics the means. The King of France, is

the Sun ftiorn of his beams ; the Queen is the Morn-

ing Star precipitated from her orbit : and the authors

of their degradation, are not entitled to the exceptions

of truth, on that principle of religion, which keeps no

faith with heretics.

fauce-pans, mops, and di/h-clouts, but to produce and colleft

fuch fafts and experiments, as may furnifh Principles of Poli-

tical Economy. Dr. Smith, the author of the Hiftory of the

Wealth of Nations, derived the principal materials of his excel-

lent work from this Society. But as their labours have not a.

tendency to promote Popery, the Ecclefiaflics, particularly the

Monks, brand them as Atheifts ; and our author, in holy re-

prehenfions, and infamous imputations, clofely imitates the

glowing Ungiiage of th^ Monks.
It
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It is true, the National AfTembly, the Economifles,

the Patriots, and the Atheifts of France, were as lit-

tle concerned in the violences at Verfailles, in the

humiliating proceffion of the King and Queen, and

in their confinement to the Louvre, as the moft

enlightened and virtuous citizens of England in

the riot and conflagration of 1780. The principal

infligators and agents were truly catholic fifh-wo-

men ; as orthodox, as prejudiced, and almeft as bi-

gotted as our author. But in holy crimination

—

as in love and war—all advantages are to be feized,

and all means are juftifiable.—In the defcriptions

of the condition of France ; of a general abfence

of all government, all law, and all order of

bloody Democrats, feeking the facred remnants of

an * honourable' Nobility and « holy' Clergy, and

murthering them in multitudes : in thefe defcriptions,

the author avails himfelf of the juftifiable licence

of an orator ; and almoft every page of the declama-

tion contains a mifreprefentation, or an untruth.

Befides, Mr. Burke is fupported by the arillocratic

newfpapers of France and Englaq,d ; and this, in any

cafe, is fufiicient ground for that fpecies of oratory

we call Billingfgate.

Befides,
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*

Your Royal Highnefs will obferve, without con -

traft, the difplay of royalty would have no eft'eft.

The fall of the Queen, like that of a ftar, fhould

be at the incantation of the dsmon of patriotifin

ifluing from a charnel houfe; at every ftep, mur-

thering millions, and his path a river of human

blood. If I might prefume to blame an author of

fueh exalted abilities, I would fay Mr. Burke has

been fqueamifh, timid, too attentive to probability,

and has not given fufficient fcope to his creative ima-

gination in his atrocious defcription of France.

Your Royal Highnefs will confider this obferva-

tion as an anfwer to thofe little critics ; who have

cavilled at his defcription of the Queen, as defedlive

incq/iume; contradi6ling popular ideas of character

and manners, and indicating impiety ; for it is a pla-

giarifm from an office to the holy Virgin, adored as

the morning ftar appearing on the horizon, and

promifing a heavenly day, &c. But minutis are un-

worthy a great genius; and the hiftory of canoniza-

tions abounds with examples of a fimilar nature.

St. Grill, Bifhop of Alexandria, aflafTinated the

beautiful and fublime Hypathiaj yet was canoni-?

zed.

K The
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The hands of Charlemagne were loathfome with

the blood of the Saxons, whom he maffacred with-

out the pretence of juftice : he robbed his nephews

of their patrimony ; married four wives, yet com-

mitted inceft : but he increafed the territory of the

church, and the church made him a Saint. In ano-

ther edition, I hope the author will paint him at

length ; give him the attributes of an evening ftar

;

and place him as a companion to the moft brilliant

produ6lion of his pencil.

Having thrown a luftre on his doctrines concern-

ing royalty ; which will more rapidly promote their

circulation than a demonftration of their truth—and

having harrowed up, at leaft his own foul, on the

impiety, the facrilege, and the villainy, of degra-

ding and limiting its prerogatives in France—he de-

nies the right of the people, to form or model a

government; for a reafon, which mu ft be convin-

cing to every man of equal piety with the author

—

that Government is an Inftitution of God ; tranf-

mitted from one generation to another, in all its

forms and privileges. In this matter, he a6ls as

gamblers do at play—by guarding againft poffible

chances. He ufes the phrafe " Government is a

** human
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** human Invention :" but denies the neceffity of ge-

neral approbation or general will. He places reli-

gion as the bafis of fociety : and if religion be a hum,

an invention, it is that of priefts, who are the inftru-

ments of the Divinity, and fpeak his will. Thus

an apparent contradi6lion may be explained ; as in

this manner, government may be at the fame time

the inflitution of God and the invention of man.

I was the more embarrafled on this part of the

fubje£l, as I had been long accuftomed to think, the

virtues of men had no dependence on their mode of

worfhipping God ; that the opinion had been propa-

gated by political hypocrites, who enforced without

believing it ; and had been adopted by the common

people in circumftances fo deprefled that they thought

themfelves obliged to believe without examination,

whatever was enjoined them.

On a general view of hiftory, by reafon alone, the

profperity of nations had appeared to me, to depend

only on the excellence of their government and le-

giflation.

The jews were eminently pure in their worfhip ;

and the Egyptians and Perfians to them were Athe-

K 2 ifts
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ifts The morals of the latter were good ; thofe of

the former abominable.

Rome, when it produced the virtues of Decius

and Fabricius, was Pagan and atheiftic : Conftanti-

nople was the refervoir of all the moft deteftable

vices, after Conftantine had introduced the Chriftian

religion.

We have Apoftolic, Catholic, and moft Chriftian

Kings; but no Titus, no Trajan, no Antoninus.

The Italians, the Spaniards, the Portuguefe, have

more religion than all Europe : but are their morals

proportionably diftinguiflied ? What Chriftian would

compare ancient and modern Greece, or ancient and

modern Rome, in refpe6l to religion ; what philofo-

pher would compare them, in refpe<5l to talents, in-

duftry, or merit ?

My reafon therefore concluded that religion was

not virtue.

Why, T have exclaimed with regret and anguifli,

are priefts fuffcred to light up the torch of intole-

rance, to ftrew kingdoms with the famiftied or man-

gled carcafes of thofe honeft inhabitants who would

have cultivated them ; if the goodnefs of man in foci-

ety be wholly the effedl of the laws r I therefore ear-

neftly
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neftly wiflied, that governments might have the wif-

dom to permit religion privately to regulate the faith

of individuals; and that manners and virtues might

be wholly conligned to the laws.

My prefumptuous philofophy proceeded farther.

The government of priefts, as in Jerufalem, in

modern Rome, in Madrid, in Lifbon, Sec. has

always debafed the nations which have fubmitted

to it.

Under every form of religion, I concluded, man

muft become wicked, if his interefl: be detached from

the public ; if he cannot procure his own happinefs

but by the mifery of others ; and if the government

negle6l virtue, reward vice, or elevate it to honors

and opulence.

Your Royal Highnefs will therefore imagine my

pleafure, when all thefe conclufions of reafon and

all the anguifh with which they had induced me to

view the principles and proceedings of modern go-

vernments—were diffipated by a heavenly ray from

the myftic genius of our political Swedenbourg.

He has taught me, that nations are " corporate

*' bodies" by confecratcd charters from heaven : and

th^t my concern for the condition or qualities of the

K 3 people,
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people, has been fanciful and fuperfluous ; for their

happinefs is not the object of the prefent difpenfa-

tions of Providence. They are irrevocably pre-

deftined to a ftate of perpetual labor and induftry

;

the beft produce of which is to afcend for the ufe

and gratification of higher orders and clafles, which

are entitled by " facred" claims to the various privi-

leges of the myfterious corporations.

I wondered no longer, at the glowing epithets of

reproach, execration, and horror, with which cur

** pious" author, reprobated the National Aflem-

bly of France, for demolilhing an ancient go-

vernment, the inftitution of the Deity, and degra-

ding royal, noble, facred, and privileged ranks, in

favour of wretched, favage animals, called the peo-

ple
;
juft emerged from mere brutality ; and, to be

difciplined, under the diredlion of their mailers, by

labor and mifery here, for corporate privileges here-

after.

But the patriotifm of this great man, is fuperlor

even to his benevolence. The pofFibility that the

deftru(Slive dsmon of prophane philofophy, may be

wafted over to England, has diftrad^ed him almoft

into infanity ; and his fpirit often flies to the cliffs of

Dover,
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Dover, waving that of his " immortal'* virork in

the form of a flaming fword, and guarding the " in-

*< comparable ftrudure of the Englifli Conftitu-

** tion," from the impious afTaults of democratic

atheifts and infernal furies. Befides, the good man

has been thirty years, climbing its lofty towers, and

dragging up the knights of his family for its defence.

This patriotifm induces him, at intervals, to give

fublime and myftic hints concerning the origin and

formation of that Conftitution. We are to be content

with hints, until the enormities of the times be fub-

fided, and he may be at leifure to afcend that region

ofthe feven heavens, where the records ofearthly cor-

porations are preferved.* If I live to the sera of his

afcenfion—have more leifure from indifpenfable en-

gagements, and more refpite from the pains and in-

firmities of age—I /hall not, as I now do, throw

rockets to light him on his way : but I will patiently

furvey the full eifedt of his mifTion ; and ferioufly

* It was, in an excurfion to that region, he difcovered the

fieceflity of deftroying the charter of the Eaft India Company;

and in confequence of the difcovery, furnifhed the heads of Mr.

Fox's India Bill ; the rejection of which lies as a fin on the

pation.

K 4 examine
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examine the records he produces, by the beft abili-

ties that remain with me.

In the mean time, I cannot help expreffing my

aftonifliment, that he has only obfcurely hinted the

origin of our government, and has not defcribed it

with that frantic eloquence, which every man of

learning and tafte, on the perufal of the work be-

fore us—muft pronounce " unparalleled" in all

the productions of ancient and modern literature.

An opinion is never fo efFe6lually imprefTed on

the public, as when accompanied by terror and aflo-

nifhment. I cannot imagine a reafon, that a writer

of Mr. Burke's talents and principles, fhould have

omitted an occafion fo fplendid, as is offered, by the

God of the country"^ defcending in flaming clouds on

Snowden or Skiddow, and giving into the bloody

hands of the " pious" and intrepid conqueror, the

permanent conftitution and everlafking inheritance of

the land. Here the diadem of defpotifm is held, as

it ought to be, by the vicar of God on earth.

While the ifland is ftrewed with the dead and dying,

it is divided among chiefs whom avarice and a fpirit

of rapine induced to accompany their leader ; and

* This phrafe will foon be explained.

the
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the grandeur of the church and the dignity of its

minifters are provided for, by eftatcs wrefted from the

wretched inhabitants.

No fubjeiSl can efcape cavil. All the kingdom

was in effe6t confifcated ; and all rights funk before

the regulations of that revolution : but every thing

was fan6lioned, not as in France at this time, by

views of public relief and the benefit of all the peo-

ple, but by the power of the fword confecrated by

God's Vicar on Earth.

This is the origin of the conftitution, for which

our author fo violently contends : and here the rights

of royalty, nobility, and the church, received that

facred chara6ler, that perpetual inviolability, which

render all attempts at reform or innovation—trea-

fon and facrilege.

The author, with commendable prudence, avoids

cenfuring the Reformation witli feverity—as inte-

refts and prejudices having been created by it, too nu-

merous to be oppofed. But he approaches it circui-

toufly, and brands with infamy the horrible facrilege

of the eighth Henry in defpoiling the church of its

PROPERTY,

Whether
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Whether it be pra6licable to remove the guilt of

that tranfadlion, " which prefles heavily on the land,*

I will not determine. The prefent adminiftration

has been merciful, to the defcendants of men who

had incurred forfeitures by rebellion. If Mr.

Burke fhould be reftored to power—and it muft be

the wifh. of every <' pious" man he may—the leaft

to be expe£led from his fervid zeal, is a complete

reftoration of the property of the church.

But waving this * fedudtive' hope, I muft obferve

to your Royal Highnefs, that the * facred' privileges

and rights lately violated in France, hove a fimilar

origin to thofe of England, and were repeatedly

fanftioned by God's Vicar on Earth.

In England, feveral events have gradually en-

croached on them. The reformation had fome ef-

fe6l : but the wound infli6led would have been foon

healed, if the " diabolical" art of printing had not

been invented. That difFufed knowledge into clafles

deftined to be ignorant ; forced literature out of the

regulating hands of the clergy ; and produced thofe

enemies to all fixed inftitutions, thofe parents of

impertinent inquiry, inveftigation, difcuflion, know-

ledge.
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kdge, and fcience, the literati,* the free-thinkers,

and the pliilofophers.

Thefe " Atheifts"—for, after the example of my

author, I fhall comprefs them into one odious deno-

mination. Thefe " Atheiflis'' have waged perpetual

war with privileges, inftitutions, and prejudices^

and your Royal Highnefs will fliudder, when in-

formed, they have nearly obtained a power, the

moft fatal to all " facred" pretenfions—" the legal

" Liberty of the Prefs.''-i«

* The beft fcholar of this country, in the ufual fenfe of the

word, and one of its beft men, died in the houfe of a Sheriff's

Officer. This affefting event gave rife to the Society for the

eftablifhment of a Literary Fund. Mr. Burke was requefted

to affift in the inltitution ; but he treated the application with

fvich angry rudenefs, and with fuch abufe of literature, that

the gentleman who conveyed the meffage of the Society thought

him infane. No---faid one of his political friends---but he

hates every man who would participate with hiin, the fmallefl

portion of literary fame.

+ Mr. Burke has greatly confoled the * pious ' votaries of

ancient order and privilege, by announcing the converfion of

Newgate into a Baftille. The puniftiment of Lord George

Gordon has been generally thought too fevere, while Mr.

and Madame la Motte diitributed volumes with impunity od

the fame fubjetSt. Public difapprobation would have enfued,

if Lord George had not been peculiarly unpopular. It was not

however imagined, until Mr. Burke difclofed the fecret, that

future informations ex officio, where families and privileges are

concerned, may ferve the purpofes of Lettres de Cachet.

Another
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Another principle of innovation, on the confti-

tution of the conqueror—was produced by the

*« incautious" introdu6lion and imprudent encou-

ragement of induftry.

The beautiful order of thofe provifions, made by

William, fora ftrong, efFe6kive government, mufthave

often ftruck the imagination of your Royal Highnefs.

The divifion of the kingdom into fixty thoufand

portions, or in efFe6l: into fo many properties—the

fummary mode of difpofing of the common people,

and excluding them from all political queftions—the

*' complete reprefentation" of the country ^<^ in

** niaffes" by the chiefs of thofe divifions; and above

all, the fandtion and co-operation of an opulent

clergy, firmly pledged to preferve the people in

implicit obedience and perpetual labor by the hopes,

of future rewards : thofe arrangements formed a

conftitution, which is confidered by our author, as

an inheritance, for the defence of which, Englifhmen

/liould fhed the laft drop of their blood.

Human ingenuity, however, devifed means to elude

a power it could not refift. Small fettlements at the

mouths of rivers produced mechanics and artifts, who

could not be induced to exert their talents, at the

I command
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command of the King, the Barons, the Clergy, or

in any mode but by obtaining an equivalent. Thus

fprung up induftry and trade—mortal enemies to

privilege and arbitrary power.

Finding thefe new guefts convenient to the reve-

nue, princes * imprudently' encouraged them—until

general opinion was difFufed, that ingenuity and in-

duftry fhould not be exerted by the people, without

obtaining an equivalent.

To favor the progrefs of that opinion, alienations

of fiefs were allowed—lands were thrown into cir-

culation—trade and commerce were eftabliflied

—

new orders were generated : and that fyftem of poli-

tical oeconomy was imagined, which produced nu-

merous innovations * in England ; and had fome ef-

feft in France, befides forming that fociety called

EcoNOMisTES ; the peculiar obje6ls of our author's

abhorrence.

Mr. Burke fays, he cannot diftinftly enumerate the

crimes and enormities which muft have called down

the vengeance of heaven on the monarchy of France,

* The Houfe of Commons, the Habeas Corpus Aft, the

Revolution, &c. &c.

and
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and which J
he feems to think, may afFed that of Eng-

land.

It would be " impious" to imagine that any er-

rors of royalty, of the nobility or clergy—and

thofe facred orders are incapable of crimes—Ihould

have efFe£ls fo oppofite to what our author afFedts to

know to be the will of " heaven."

The caufes certainly are—the partial liberty of

the prefs—the introdu6lion of the ideas of neceflary

equivalents for all fervices—and the encouragement

of induftry, trade, and commerce.

The fociety called Economiftes, in correfpondence

with ingenious men in every State of Europe, adopted

thefe caufes as principles—and they contributed con-

fiderably to all the late improvements in agriculture,

in the ufeful arts ; and particularly to the diiFufion

and encouragement of the opinion, that induftry is

intitled to an equivalent from thofe who enjoy its

ciFedls, and 'that government Ihould treat it as pro-

perty, to be taxed only by the confent of its pof-

feflbrs.

This opinion has emancipated from feodal vaf-

falage thofe portions of the people, who enjoy civil or

political liberty. And if it be examined, only by rea-

fon,
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fon, it will prove demonftratively true. For if the

Barons and Knights who received feodal poflelTions,

contributed to the public fervice on confultation or

by confent—every man who emerged from villainage

and exercifed his talents for an equivalent, became a

free citizen, and could not reafonably or juftly be

taxed without his confent.

The difficulty of giving that confent without

confufion, produced various efforts towards re-

prefentation ; which I fliall not confider at this

time. It is fufficient, that induftry is the parent

of modern liberty, and conflitutes a claim to it, at

leaft as indifputable as the pofleflion of land or the

will of a conqueror, or the bull of a Pope.

As induftry took place of villainage and every

fpecies of fervile dependence on the King, the No-

bility, and the Clergy—nations urged their claims

to be confidered and confulted in all the important

occurrences of government.

Here is the foundation of reproach and execration

againft the philofophical and political Economiftes.

The people would have acquired the rights of citi-

zens, and the conftitutional power of chuUng their

mafters and governors, without underftanding or

exerting



144 LESSONS TO A PRINCE.

exerting them—if thefe philofophers had not urged

them to their duties, often with hazard and injury,

from the oppreflbrs and the oppreffed.

: Plans for the improvement of agriculture, and for

the dire<5lion of genius and ingenuity, into all the

ufeful arts, were formed and promoted by the Eco-

nomilles throughout Europe ; and the names of all

the real benefactors of human nature, in the late

progrefs of civil improvements, are to be found

in their focieties or among their correfpondents.-^

But they proceeded in a dire6lion, oppofite to that

of all feodal inflitutions : all their efforts were

intended to elevate the people, and by deftroying the

enormous inequalities which blended barbarous

fplendor with loathfome mifery, and the moft un-

bounded licence with the moft abjedl flavery.

But this does not conflitute their principal offence.

The Economiftes; enthufiafts in the contemplation

of nature ; and, of ail men, the moft fmcere adorers

of tlie ineffable principle which a6luates it—abhor-

red the monks, for their ignorance, impofitions, and

vices ; and mere negligence of a malignant monk,

enfurcs the imputation of atheifm.

If
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If it be true, that * none by fearching can find

* out God'—every man on earth is an Atheift. If

difference of opinion concerning the Deity, be a

ground of imputation ; the Trinitarian muft be an

Atheift to the Arian, and the Socinian to both : the

Mahometan to the Chriftian ; the Chriftian to the

Jew ; the Jew to the Hindu ; the Hindu to the Chi-

nefe, &c. &c. for they do not worfhip the fame

gods : and the deities of modern religions do not re-

cognife and acknowledge each other.

It is thus in fa6l—all men are Atheifls, in the

eftimation of particular feds, except the members of

thofe fe6ls : and they are Atheifts, to the reft of

the world.

This occafion of difcord, ill-will, and hatred, i$

of advantage, only to the priefts of the innumera-

ble fedls, that divide the world.

But your Royal Highnefs will admire the addrefs

and oratorical art of our great author, who employs

the moft odious epithet in all the languages of Eu-

rope, to difcredit the principal authors of the French

Revolution. If he had played on them, the engines

that have annoyed the political party, in which he

is embarked : if he had faid, of them, what the Public

L ftrongly
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Urongly afErm of all the members of the English

Coalition, that all their plans and meafures arc

direfled to their immediate or remote advantage :

every movement in the French Revolution would

have demonftrated the falfehood. No arrangements^^

in the hiftory of mankind, have been made, with

views fo difinterefted and fo generous. All power,

gradually arifes from the people, and by eleftion.

The elefted hold their places for very moderate

advantages and for fliort periods, and are incapaci-

tated for office during a confiderable interval. This

is, probably, a meafure of wifdom : it is, certainly,

a proof of difmtereftednefs and generofity.

But whither am I ftraying ? Have the charms of

philofophy again fafcinated me ? Our Author has

pronounced the Economiftes Atheifts, with the views

of a brutal boy, who configns a dog to deftruflion,

by calling him mad. But your Royal Highnefs will

not wonder at this charge, when you underftand, the

firft meafure fuggefted by thefe votaries of impiety

was the facriiegious feizure of Ecclefiaftical Pro-

perty.
(

In England, this is a new idea ; but, in the Au-

thor's opinion, we are but Semi-Chriftians. We
con-



LfiSSONS TO A PRINCE. I47

confider benefices, tithes, &c. as appropriated to cer-

tain ufes, and configned to a certain order in truft, but

not in right, and not as property. No doubt is here

entertained, that Parliament may regulate, control,

and correal the abufes of fuch a truft, and even

change the ufes of its funds, when detrimental to

the Public.

A learned prelate, by no means infenfible to the

dignity, or uninformed in the rights of his order,

has folicited his metropolitan to obtain a law, that

would affed the Conftitution, and difpofe of the

riches of the church.

But in the church of Rome, and in the opinion of

Mr. Burke, truft and right are confounded. What-

ever may be alledged on the deftination of tithes-

whatever frauds and villainies have been pra6lifed to

accumulate ecclefiaftical riches: being appropriated

to the altar, they are facred, and the application of

them to national purpofes, is robbery and facrilege.

Your Royal Highnefs fhould alfo be informed,

that fome young men of this fchool, have lately de-

rided the Roman Catholic religion—and propofed

various means of introducing a popular fyftem of

morality.

L 2 To



148 LESSONS TO A PRINCE.

To juftify the invedives of our author, I will

produce A Creed, which they attempted to fubfti-

tute for that of St. AthanajQus; and they wiftied

the Bifliop D'Autun to pronounce it, at the grand

feftival of the National Federation.

I need not defcribe to your Royal Highnefs, the

proceedings of that Federation. The Bifliop D'Au-

tun, attended by a large body of Clergy, performed

the fervice called High Mafs at the altar; and

wherever a creed was to be introduced, the youthful

Economifles propofed the following :

Bifliop D'Autun (looking at the Clergy)

• *' No longer, a confederation againfl: the public

—

^o longer devouring the harvefl:s and fruits, like the

grafshoppers of Egypt—we, the minifiiers of a reli-

gion which is truly catholic, confign our minds and

hearts to the glorious obje6ls of a free conftitution

and this—we fwear

CATHOLIC CREED.

*' We believe—that God created man—^to be the

friend, not the oppreflbr of man that he has given

him fenfibility, memory, and reafon.

It is the will of God, that human reafon, roufed

by want, and infl:ru(5led by experience, fliall provide

our
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«ur fuftenance, fliall lead us to cultivate the earth,

invent and improve the inftraments of labor, and

perfe6l all the fciences of real neceffity.

It is the will of God—that by gradually cultiva-

ting the fame reafon, not by fubmitting to the dog-

mas of others, all men fliould difcover and pradlife

the focial duties, the means of maintaining order,

and the knowledge of the beft legillation.

This, being the whole of the will of God, and

implying every thing neceffary to the formation of a

good citizen, we hope the motives to merit, either in

heaven or earth, the rewards of genius and a61ivity,

will never more be fought in trifling operations,

praying, fafting, hair-cloth, and felf-caftigation,

which have not the merit of leaping, dancing, and

walking on the rope.

« The throne of the monarch of the univerfe, fhall

no more be furrounded by faints ; enemies to fociety,

and the gloomy adverfarie? of human happinefs* We

{hall celebrate only the benefadors of mankind, Ly-

curgus, Solon, Brutus, Sydney; the inventors of

ufeful arts, or of fome pleafure conformable to the

general intereft.

L 3
" No
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" No moral inftru6lion lliall have authority in the

flate, but fuch as is fan6tioned by a fenatc, the real

and unequivocal reprefentation of the whole people.

It is from fuch a body only, a beneficent government

can be expefted; perfectly tolerant, not expenfive,

ofFering no ideas of the Divinity but fuch as arc

grand, folemn, or amiable ; exciting in the human

mind the love of talents and virtue ; and having no

obje6l but the happinefs of the people.

" The magiftrates of the nation, being fucceffiver

ly appointed, and frequently inftrufted by the pub-

lic will, muft gradually become fagacious and juft ;

and will be cloathed with temporal and fpiritual

powers; all contradi^lion between religion, mora-

lity, and patriotifm will difappear ; all the people,

after temporary divifions and differences, will have

the fame principles, and the fame idea of the fcience

of morals, in which it is important that all of them

fliould be equally inftruiled. AmenP

Mr. Burke, on reading a compofition fo unorna-

mented, fofimple; referring to obje6ls fo groveling

as Morality and the Public Good^ and recollecting

the myflic fublimity and fupernatural language of

the divine Athanafius ; would throw from him the

Econo-
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Economiftic Creed with unutterable fcorn ; and ac-

celerate the volubility of his expreffions, in exe-

crating Philofophical Impiety, which would fubfti-

tute Reafon for Religion, and diveft human life of

the confolations of myftery and fuperftition.

Is it wonderful, therefore, he has taken large

draughts of the fiery fpirit produced by his own in-

fernal alembic—and in the paroxyfms of holy fury,

applied every infamous and horrible epithet in the

Englifli language, to thofe facrilegious robbers, and

traiterous innovators, the Philofophers and Econo-

miftes of France?

Having exhaufted his ftrength, in this dreadful

manner—at the conclufion of the work, he leads the

reader, wearied and terrified, to confider the ftrufture

of the French conftitution and the condition of the

French finances.

By this artifice, he enfures the reader's difguft, at

the delineation of organic arrangements, where the

author is fometimes mifl:aken ; fometimes mifrepre-

fents ; and always animadverts with unequivocal ex-

preffions of hatred.

The obfervations on the Paper-Money of the Na-

tional Affembly, are alfo the ebullitions of mere

L 4 2^eal.



1^2 LESSONS TO A PRINCE.

zeal. The fubje6l of Money is as well underftood

in France as in England. The mode of ifluing the

Aflignats, is the offspring of neceffity, not of igno-

rance : and I have fome apprehenfions for the rea -

fon of our author, when his prophecies, concerning

the future condition of France, are compared with

events that may foon burft on his view.

But let us hope * better' things.—So wonderful a

portion of the fpirit of prophecy, could not have been

given in vain. If we may have faith, * to remove

* mountains'—why not, to coincide with the pious

Apoftle of Defpotifm, in all his wifhes and expedta-

tions?

His * matchlefs' eloquence may induce all the

Powers of Europe to unite to publifli a crufade

againfk Philofophy, Free-thinking, and Democratic

Patriotifm to pour innumerable armies into the

heart of France—to facrifice the majority of the na-

tion at the fhrine of the deified Queen ; to reftore the

Nobility and Clergy to their honours and riches; to

rebuild the Baflile, and fill it to the fummit of its

towers with Jacobins^' and Atheifls ;—and to re-

cover

* The Jacobins are Patriots, inclined to conflitutional Demo-

cracy, and formed into a Chib The reader fhould bear in mind,

that



LESSONS TO A PRINCE. 153

cover the military, clerical, and ancient government

of the country.

I have thus' endeavoured to delineate the general

purpofe, and point out the excellences and beauties

ofthis great work.

My furvey of it has been hafty^my time being

unfortunately engaged and infirmities check-

ing my ardour and a6livity. I truft, however, no

parts of confiderable importance, have been omitted

;

and that your Royal Highnefs will not be difpleafed

at my humble efforts to fave you fome trouble in exa-

mining them.

The Sun has fpots— and the Aftronomer mentions

them, without the imputation of impiety. Your

Royal Highnefs will believe, I mean not to detrafl

from the author's fame, by producing fome peculiari-

-that by Democracy in France is meant, the power of eleflion and

controul in the people, not, as in Greece and Rome, the faculties

of aftual government. The author confounds thefe ideas. And

the Patriotic Club being his averfion, he compares it to the

• Lords of Articles,' who prepared Bills for the ancient Go.

vernment of Scotland. The Jacobins probably fettle their mode

of proceeding in the National AiTembly at their Club : but they

are * Lords of Articles ' only as the AlTemblies at the Duke of

Portland's, at Brookes's, at Cumberland Houfe, or Mrs.

F t's, may be called * Lords or Ladies of Articles.*

ties
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ties of his ftyle and compofition, when I affure you,

I think the eloquence, imagery, and phrafeology of

the work, admirably calculated to difFufe the princi-

ples of it among the ' great vulgar and the little '

—

and that no man fince the death of the * immortal*

Whitfield, could enter into competition with him in

this fpecies of compofition.

But as your Royal Highnefs is young ; and may

not have much attended to the varieties of Englifh

ftyle : and I have had the prefumption to afTume the

tone of an inftru6lor—I will fubmit the following

paflages, as proofs of the validity of general opinion

and literary fame.

Bombaft, fubftituted for Philofophy.

Page 68. " This preponderating weight being

added to the force of the body chicane in the Tiers

Etat, completed that momentum of ignorance, rafli-

nefs, prefumption, and luft of plunder, which no-

thing has been able to refift."

Vulgarity, to heighten admiration.

P. 71. " // is a thing to he wondered aty to fee how

very foon France, when Ihe had a moment to refpire,

reco-
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recovered and emerged from the longeft and moll

dreadful civil war that ever was known."

A claffic paflage, difgraced by its accompaniments.

P. 86. " I have nothing to fay to the clumfy

fubtilty of their political metaphyfics. Let them be

their amufement in the fchools.—' Ilia fe jaffet in

c aula—Molus^ et claufo ventorum carcere regnet^—But

let them not break pr'tfon to burft like a Levanter, to

fweep the earth with their hurricane, and to break up

the fountains of the great deep to overwhelm us."

A paradox, moft convenient when a falfehood is to

be covered or ignorance concealed.

P. 91. " The pretended rights of thefe theorifts

are all extremes; and in proportion as they are meta-

phvfically true, they are morally and politically

falfe."

Indelicate allufions, to affift the fale of the work.

P. 93. *' I confefs to you, Sir, I never liked this

continual talk of refiflance and revolution, or the

pra6lice of making the extreme medicine of the con-

ftitution its daily bread. It renders the habit of fo-

ciety
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ciety dangeroufly valetudinary : it is taking periodi-

cal dofes of mercury fublimate, and fwallowing down

repeated provocatives of cantharides to our love of

liberty."

Borrowed from a taylor ; and exprelTed corre£lly

in his manner.

P. 104. " We are faid to learn manners at fe-

cond-hand from your fide of the Avater, and that we

drefs our behaviour in the frippery of France. If fo,

we are flill in the old cut.'*

This fhould have been harmonifed by Sir Jolhua

Reynolds.

P. 108. " A groupe of regicide and facrilegious

flaughter, was indeed boldly fketched, but it was

only fketched. It unhappily was left unfinifhed, irt

this great hiftory-piece of the malTacre of innocents.

What hardy pencil of a great mailer, from the fchool

of the rights of men, will finifli it, is to be feen here-

after."

This "will offend his countrymen, the common Irifti,

I who
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who refent any farcaflic reference to their fellow-

creatures.

P. 117. *' Happy if learning, not debauched by

ambition, had been fatisfied to continue the inftruc-

tgr, and not afpired to be the mafter ! Along with

its natural prote6lors and guardians, learning will be

caft into the mire, and trodden down under the hoofs

of a fwinilh multitude."

The paragraph being deftined for the people, is de-

fignedly obfcure, if not unintelligible. The Church

has declared, that Ignorance is the mother of De-

votion.

P. 140. *' When the people have emptied them-

felves of all the lull of felfilh will, which without re-

ligion it is utterly impoflible they ever fliould, when

they are confcious that they exercife, and exercife

perhaps in an higher link of the order of delegation,

the power, which to be legitimate mull: be according

to that eternal immutable law, in which will and

reafon are the fame, they will be more careful how

they place power in bafe and incapable hands."

How
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How beautifully this is perplexed ! The works of

a prophet always require an interpreter.

P. 145. *' Perfuaded that all things ought to be

done with reference, and referring all to the point of

reference to which all fhould be diredled, they think

themfelves bound, not only as individuals in the

fandluary of the heart, or as congregated in that per-

fonal capacity, to renew the memory of their high

origin and caft."

Nafty, without occafion.

P. 151. " They are not repelled through a fafti-

dious delicacy, at the ftench of their arrogance and

prefumption, from a medicinal attention to their men-

tal blotches and running fores."

To conftruft fentences of fcurrilous epithets ; the

author feems to have turned to the words ' Atheift,
*

Traitor and Robber, in Johnfon's Dictionary ; and

by the conjun6lion * and,' to have connedled them

and all their fynonymes—when a Patriot or a Philo-

fopher occurred to his imagination.

The work, on the whole, wants that lucid order,

that
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that air of demonftration, which real fcience gives to

every fpecies of argument.

The author's anger throughout, is not the emo-

tion of a great and good mind : it is that of Milton's

fiend contemplating the innocence of our firft parents,

and the poflible happinefs of their race.

His imagery is incorredl, often diftorted ; and his

language is rumbling, noify, and inharmonious.

But all myftic produdlions fhould have thefe

" feeming" faults, to produce their efFedls on the

multitude, who are always convinced if fufficiently

terrified ; who are highly edified by unintelligible

enigmas ; and often adore a loquacious impoftor, who

by fooifhing their prejudices invades their rights; and

on their credulity and mifery, erc6ls his fplendid for-

tune and his fame.

T H £ END.
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