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ORIGINAL LETTERS.

LETTER I.

r# the EARL of CARLISLE,
&c. &c. &c*

Beckenham, Dec. 6, 1785.

My Dear Lord,

jH* V E R anxious to evince my unabating

efteem and inviolable refpeft for your Lord-

mip, I haften t?o impart, by the very earlieft

difclofure, an arrangement deeply intereft-

ing to both the fortune and the reputation

of him, whom you honour with the facred

title of Friend.

This moment, my dear Lord, have I ac-

quiefced in Mr. Pitt's refpectable and fpon-

tancous offer of appointing me Envoy El
x

B traordinarv
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trtordinary to tlie Court of Terfailles, for

the purpofe of negociating a commercial

league between the two countries, agreeable

to the relevant article of the treaty of Paris.

A fituation, my dear Lord, at once ami-

cable and eminent; of Cabinet truft,

and diplomatic rank ! Pofiibly too, of all

others, beft adapted to the habits and ac-

quirements of him, who is felecled to fulfil

it ; fincc if there be any one point in which

both my friends and my enemies unite, I be-

lieve it is my perfect acquaintance with every

art and trick of contraband trade.

As fuch have I acceded to this lofty fitua-

tion,—and yet, my dear Lord, with candour

will I own, not a few were the diffuafives which

I felt ftrong in operation againft: fuch nu-

merous and extraordinary allurements.

—

Might I exprefs it fo, the bounty on my ex-

portation was, in truth,, uncommonly high*

but the countervailing duties have undoubted-

ly created a powerful drawback* Let thefe.,

however, be fairly ftated.

It was not the inconfiderate remuneration,

which Lord North had fcantily dealt out to

me,
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me, with his tardy fenfibility, that held mc
in a moment's fufpence ; as little was it pro-

bable that the falfe fire of many others' re-

proaches, could occafion me oneirkfome hour.

To their mouldable principles I had but to

ftate my falary ; and if their envy could be

lulled, what other paflion had I to fear from

them ? No, my dear Lord, it was to you,

and you alone that all my folicitude was

directed—your partiality had twice advanced

me to moft refpectable filiations—we had in

a manner publicly embarked in one common

bottom you had prefented me to your

friends, and our junction was eftablifhcd on

principles declared and unequivocal,- tnat

notwithstanding this, I have at once acceded

to a feparate arrangement, is a circumftance

no otherways to be explained, than by de-

claring, as with truth I do, that neither in-

tercit nor vanity have had the fmalkft mare

in detaching me from your Lordlhip.—No,

upon my honour, I declare, my real motive

was to fave the State. In othtr words, the

fame honefl ardour which incited me to de-

tect and expofe the errors of Adrr.iniftrarion,

as an opponent, in the courfe :f l^ft feflion,

B 2 determined
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determined me to prevent them in the en.-

filing;, as their friend and affociate. The

latter appeared to me to be a more effectual

way for the country, and in truth, a far bet-

ter way for myfelf alio ; for to fpeak out, my
dear Lord, my weak enfeebled frame was

but ill-fuited to the vigilance, the eternal

attack, and the impetuous violence of an

oppofition j not to mention the late hours

which a minority debater can lefs reafonably

efcape, but which are the worft on God's

earth for an impaired frame, fuch as I can-,

didly admit my own to be. In a word, my
dear Lord, at the clofe of the lad feflions,

what from exceflive fatigue, and the gloomy

pnpfpe£r. of public affairs, I fell into a de-

fpondency too melancholy to paint, but fo

vifible in my countenance, as to alarm my

neareft and deareft connections. My phyfi-

eians advifed the Spa •> but my own feelings

convinced me they entirely miftook my cafe.

All this time you were abfent from town,

our commerce expofed to daily and hourly

danger, my reft broken—the country at

itake—my innocents prattling at my knee,

xour favourite Auguftus^ the penfive Wil-

helmina,



[ s I

helmina, and our little playful Federicko

n Iam not made of'Jione."—Jenkinfon arrived,

*nd .your friend was vanquifhed.

No man on earth more cordially detefts

deliberate inconfiftency than do I, even to

fervour; but, my Lord, my code of pri-

vate thought is ftill immutable j nor in-

deed do I admit a public incongruity, or

-even -the fmallefl abfence of action con-

fentaneous to profefiion. What I have

fOW done, is what I always had done be-

fore, nay more, what I always will do in

future—to benefit the State, I have accepted

a diitinguifhed office.—Uniform in my ear-

lier!: idea, i( Non de Republka refperandum,"

I defy my enemies to pretend that I ever

have hung aloof from even plurality of

office -

} on the contrary, I do maintain, that

under every conflict, under every change, I

have at all times and with all men inflexj

retained that eighteen hundred a year, which

I chearfully accepted as an unequivocal

voucher, that no perfonal bias—no difference

of principle mould on any ground detach nae

n the public fervice.

T: t
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That I projected and accomplimed that

coalition, which I now relinquiih, I am

frank to admit; that as long as I remain-

ed with it, I diftinguiihed myfelf as at leaft

an unwearied fearcher of Parliamentary

precedents, and a drawer of popular refo-

lutions, I appeal to the fair unrevifed re-

ports of my fpeeches, as Mr. Woodfall,

unaided by mey has tranfmitted them to

pofterity ; but in aniwer to all fuch vex-

atious obfervations, permit me to remind

your Lordfhipj that fince I prefented you

with my five printed letters (of which a word

by the bye) three babes, as your Lordfhip

very well knows, have been added to my
former eftablifhment. A Jus trium, my
Lord, which even in the penal fyftem of

party, may not unreafonably mitigate the

feverer penalties of political commutation !

PoJTibly it may appear but a frivolous detail

;

yet, alas ! my Lord, is it not a melancholy

truth, that every article of a nurfery appa-

ratus groans under the preflure of accumulat-

ed taxation ? With the fevered ceconomy,

with even a fumptuary prohibition of the

little luxuries, and amufemen-ts of puerility,

was
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was it poflible for an income of eighteen

hundred a year to provide even the necelTary

articles of infantine expenditure ?

As to my printed letters to your Lordfhip,

which pofilbly contain fome few ideas nox

abfolutely illuftrated by my late ft«p, is the

bafe precedent of Algernon Sidney to be

again reforted to ? Am I to be criminated by

the production of my own papers ? But, in the

name of common lenfe, what is the date of

thofe letters ? Why fo long back as October,

1779 ; a pretty confiderable diftance to form

a criterion of the confidence or incongruity

of a paft with a prefent opinion. Your

Lordfnip's well ftored mind will recal the

wonderous ftructure of the human body, and

ably apply it to the exifting cafe. We
have it from Pott, that every fingle particle,

every individual atom of the body undergoes

a complete change within the courfe of five

years ; and yet the Whimficals of the pre-

fent hour would demand a perfect famenef>,

an entire identity in the light and vblatib

compofition of the mental frame, for not only

the fame period
3
but alio for an additional

fraction
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fraction of time, nearly amounting (as fame

would calculate it) to another quarterage.

Away with this ineptitude of enmity ! The

admirable Horace fomewhefre obferves,

—

tc Ridictdum acri fortius ac melius" Yes,

my Lord, your Lordfhip and myielf will

feoff at fo unphilofophical an attack, " Vir-

fdie mea me involvo" But I muft now,

reluctantly conclude this imperfect let-

ter. It is my purpofe to enter into an

extended feries of epifblary ecclairciffement

with many others on the fubject of my ap-

parrent aberration from that line of politics

which admitted me to their confidence.

—

With your Lordfhip, however, I felt myfelf

irrefiftibly impelled to aufpicatc the painful

explanation, " neque hac fervulgata ejfe ant

Tulliiis reformidety aut Atticus nolit."

I remain, my dear Lord,

Unalterably and faithfully your's,

W E <
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LETTER II.

To the Right Hon. LORD NORTH,

Beckettbam, December 7, 1785.

My Dear Lord, -

1 HE reiterated proofs of friendfhip

with which you have honoured me, encou-

rage me to hope, that you will hear with

pleafure an event in which my intereft is

materially concerned.

I had yefterday a vifit from our old friend

Mr. Jenkinfon, who came to me with a very

obliging and handibme meflage from Mr.

Pitt, offering in the moft liberal manner to

forget all the little differences of opinion,

which arofe between us in the courfe of la/t

feffion, and to appoint me Envoy Plenipo-

tentiary to the Court of Verfailles, to adjuil

C and
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and conclude a commercial treaty between

the kingdoms of France and Great-Britain,

according to an article of the late peace, in

the parliamentary cenfure of which, I had

the iatisfaftion of concurring with your Lord-

fhip. I confefs, that upon the firft mention

of this offer, fome doubts fuggefted them-

fe'lres to my mind, whether the acceptance

of it might not be fubject to an unfavourable

conftruCtion, on the ground of lb (lender an

appointment occafioning a change of politi-

cal conduct. But this very natural objection

was immediately obviated by Mr. Jenkin-

fon's informing me, it was Mr. Pitt's inten-

tion, that although inverted with the charac-

ter of Envoy Extraordinary and Plenipoten-

tiary I Ihould receive the full appointments

of AmbafTador, that is to fay, fix thoufand

a year, befides plate, equipage, money, &c.

Thefe extraordinary and advanced emolu-

ments have an additional merit which cannot

cfcape your Lordfhip's observation, and

which, I truft, your candour will readily be-

lieve, was a ftronger incentive to my accept-

ance of them, than any pergonal or private

advantage of my own -

t I mean the difgrace

which
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which they inevitably reflect upon the Mini-

iter; who, while he is perpetually making

profefllons of ftrict ceconomy, and patheti-

cally lamenting the impoffibility of confining

the expenditure of tht civil lilt within due

bounds, lavifhes, without any reafon, fo con-

siderable a portion of the public money.

—

May it not, therefore, be problematical,

whether, by the acceptance of this appoint-

ment, I have not more effentially ferved the

caufe I apparently abandon, than I could

have done by the moil ftrenuous and indefa-

tigable perfeverance in oppofition ? But, in-

dependently of this confideration, I am per-

fectly fure, my dear Lord, when you con-

fider the fcantinefs of my income (which it

is unneceflary to point out to you, fince,

fuch as it is, I am indebted to your kindnefs

and friendfhip for every ihilling of it)

amounting altogether, including Mrs. Eden's

penfion and my own, together with two fmall

finecure offices, to the annual receipt of

fomething lefs than one thoufand eight hun-

dred pounds, that you will agree with me in

thinking, it would have been abfolute mad-

C 2 ne£s
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nefs on my part, not to have doled with z

propofal fo advantageous.

I cannot, my dear Lord, omit this oppor-

tunity of returning you, from the bottom of

my heart, the moll fincere and unfeigned

thanks, for the many, many favours you

have fo kindly heaped upon me, too nume-

rous to be here repeated, too dear to me ever

to be obliterated from my memory. If, in

return, I have ever had it in my power to

render your Lordfhip any fervice, I flatter

myfelf you think I have not been neglectful.

Upon a late occafion, in endeavouring to

'remove the difficulties which lay in the way

of a reconciliation between your Lordfhip

and Mr. Fox, I may, without vanity, boaft

of having laboured with zeal and affiduity.

It will ever be the pride of my life to have

contributed to the union of fuch eminent

abilities in the public fervice. You muft

recollect, however, my dear Lord, that the

avowed object of that meafure was to pro-

duce an efficient, vigorous, and, what was

mere efpecially the anxious wifh of my

hearty a durable government for this country.

That
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That object having unhappily proved un-

attainable by the means then propofed, it

would fc^rcely be continent with my prin-

ciples, to withhold my poor fervices from an

adminiftration, which; though deficient in

point of vigour and ability, with refj

however, to that moil efTential requifltc,

duration, feems at prefent to hold out the

molt flattering prolpect. Should I be de-

ceived in this opinion, my dearefc Lord,

need I add, with what cordial alacrity, with

what dmmerefted fai!.taction, upon the fup-

pofition of your returning into power, I

ihall haften to tender you once more the

fervices of,

My Dear Lord,

Your moft devoted, moft faithful,

moft obliged, and moft unalterable

humble llrvant,

W E .

P. S. Mrs. F— defircs me to add, that

fhe (hall be proud and happy to execute any

commands at Paris, which Lady North, or

her amiable friends, the young he

do her the honour to entruit her with.
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LETTER III.

TO THE RIGHT HONOURABLE

CHARLES JAMES FOX.

Beckenham, Dec. 7, 1785.

Dear Charles,

JLVlY early habits of intimacy with yon,

when we were at fchool, and my late habits

in politics, fmce we have been in oppofition

together, call upon me to deal as openly and

frankly with you, as it is your general cuftom

to do with all mankind. I proceed, there-

fore, without ceremony, to inform you, that

my old friend and neighbour, Mr. Jenkin-

fon, has melt happily, and entirely recon-

ciled me to my new friend and neighbour,

Mr. Pitt. You, who now pafs much of your

time in the country, muft be fenfible how

irkfome it is not to live upon the moll

friendly footing with one's neighbours ; and

indeed you have one, no farther diftant from

St,
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St. Anne's than Windfor, with whom, if you

take my advice, you will, as foon as you

conveniently can, make up all differences;

but of this hereafter. I am convinced the

project is by no means impracticable, unlels

you prefer a. rigid and romantic adherence to

our good friend at Bufhy, which, it is true,

may prove an unfumountable obftacle to it.

Upon the fligheft hint from you, however,

believe me, it is a bufinefs which I fhall

feel myfelf happy to be employed in, and fhall

enter upon that negociation with as much fa-

tisfacbion and readinefs as the commercial

treaty, which I am now appointed to adjufl:

with the Court of France, although the latter

employment fecures me an income of fix

thoufand pounds a year, with the additional

douceurs of plate, equipage, &c. Such, my
dear Sir, are the firft fruits of the connection

I have now formed ; to fpeak the plain truth,

my political fituation was become fo irkfome

to me, as to affect both my health and fpi-

rits, and even my favourite and beloved re-

treat of Beckenham was become odious to

me, more elpecially as its vicinity both to

Mr. Pitt and Mr. Jenkinfon, perpetually

recalled to my imagination the ftrikipff,

and
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and melancholy difference of our political

pofitions.

Quid facerem ? ncque fcrvitio me cxire licebat,

Nee tarn prefentes alibi cognofcere Divos,

I lie ilium vidi "jw-jcnan, Melibere, quot anuis,

Eis fenos cui noftra dies altaria fumant.

Hie mihi refponfum, primus dedit ille petenti :

Pafcite.. at ante, boves, pue:i, fubmittitc tauros.

I flatter myfclf, that, although you per-

haps may not wholy approve of" the ftep I have

taken, you will be candid enough to acknow-

ledge, that I was faft year of ibme fervice in

expofing the ignorance and infufRciency of

the Minifler, in his aukward attempt at a

commercial arrangement with the lifter king-

dom ; it will be hard if you difpute me that

merit, fince my prefent appointment feems

fb explicit and fair a confeffion of it on his

part. In promoting the coalition between

yourfclf and Lord North, you will likewife

allow me to have had fome fmall merit, and

perhaps, could I have prevailed upon you to

lay afide fome old prejudices with regard to

my friend Jenkinfon, fecret influence, &c.

my talents for negociation might have placed

you in the enviable fituation in which Mr.

Pitt*
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jfrtt now ftands. But I will not infift

on this topic, leaft it fhould have the ap-

pearance of reproaching you with an

abiurd and inveterate attachment to certain

principles, which, I much fear, it is not in

your nature to correct. Unlefs you give me

hopes that you are inclined to liften to the

treaty hinted at in the former part of this

letter, I doubt, we fhall be for a confider-

able time feparated in our line of public

conduct; in that cafe I fhall be happy to

fee you continue to difplay thofe wonderful

abilities, of which I have always been a

fincere admirer, in the conduct of Oppofition.

It ever has been my decided opinion (and I

•now know it by experience) that a conftitu-

tional oppofition has its ufe. Should mat-

ters turn out lefs agreeably than I flatter

myfelf they will, you may depend, my dear

Sir, on my returning from Paris precifely

with the fame principles as thofe with which

1 fet out, and that I fhall be once more

proud to fubfcribe myfelf

Your very fincere,

and faithful humble fervant,

W. E .

D
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LETTER IV.

To J O H N LEE, Efq.

Beckenham} Dec. 7, 1785.

My Dear Lee,

HAVE this inftant put the finifliing

ftrokc to a bufinefs, the fortunate refult of

which will, I truft, molt agreeably furprife

you. But before I proceed to ftate the par-

ticulars, let me premife, that I fhould by no

means have concluded this important ar-

rangement, without both your opinion on

the cafe, and indeed that of my good friend

Mrs. Lee, had not I found myfelf indif-

penfibly conftrained to do fo, from the auk-

ward circumftance of Mr. Jenkinfon's not

having broken the affair to me till near half

paft twelve, and yet haftily requiring my de-

cifion at a quarter before one.

T<*
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To rufh at once, as Horace has it,
ft

in

medias res," I have acquicfcui in Pitt's

handfome terms. In a word, my dear Jack,

you are henceforth to hail your friend, Com-

rnirTarial Envoy and Commercial Regulator

to the Court of Verfailles.

Stare as thou wilt, thou honeft Bluntn fs,

yet reft ailir d that I bare meant, ti. it 1 do

mean the whole of this as a liberal (p cu-

lation for the public good. Too grt. t a

tendernefs of po.icy to come at that good,

muft in this inftance have inevit bly loft

my way to it.—But poflibly it may be faid,

there is a degree of mconfiftenc in thi; —
To which I anfwer, cjap your hand on

your own heart, Jack, and tlun refolve me
this plained ot ad plain queftions : Are

there not cafes where too fcrupuloi s a pre-

deliction for congruity, may in effect be

more intrinfically criminal than the ap-

parently boldeft fuperceffion of them? Yes,

yes my friend, the very lapfes of adventurous

integrity are venial compared to the pride,

the madnefs of falfe firmnefs.

D 2 The
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The devotion of a feeble frame to tks,

perplexing inveftigation of commercial reci-

procity, the complete addiction of a patient

understanding to the intricacy of mercantile

detail, the abforption of every faculty, and,

of every fibre of my mind on this greateft,

this deareft concern, may poffibly be fome

palliation of an excefilve anxiety upon my
part, to give action to idea, and afford effi-

cacy to theory. I am frank to own, I did

molt ardently pant for precifely that pofl to

which my Sovereign has elected me ; but

candour requires me to fubjoin, that not

wholly unadvifed did his gracious felf, ex-

ercife his undoubted prerogative on this try-

ing emergency. One of the higheft, and

moft dignified characters in this land had

pitched on my talents, as exclufively ade-

quate to this nice truft. When I acquaint

you, that the advifer of our Sovereign upon

this grand queftion was no other than my
approved friend his Grace of Canterbury,

you will applaud both his Majefty's deter-

mination and mine.

Yet
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Yet with grief I have heard* that torn?

acceptance under all the circumftances, your

unqualifying apathy exclaimed, " By my Ma-
ker, I'd afeen 'cm all damn dfirft

." A ftrong

phrafe, my dear Jack ; but forgive me, if I

fay too deeply tinctured with our good old

habits of Prefbyttrian phinnefs. Let me
meet, however, this fimplicity of Republi-

can expreflion, by obferving to you, that,

on your own grounds, the fecret fway of

ariftocratic tyranny, is to a free-born mind,

fcarcely lefs odious than the bolder con-

troul of undifguifed defpotifm. / know

the Whigs. Minds, fabricated like ours,

Jack, ought not always to lurrender up their

native enthufiafm to a tranfmitted creed, or

the whim of hereditary talent.

You have here, dear Lee, the faithful por-

traiture ofan honeft mind, perhaps indeed too

liberal, too independent for the prefent age,

but certainly (with pride I may avow it) un-

fullied by deceit, unfbined by fordid avarice,

undegraded by abandoned hypocrify. Go on,

my friend, purfue the generous line you have

fo righteoufly adopted. However I may

difar prove
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difanrrove it on public grounds, I forget its

general tendency, in the hope it may con-

duce to your own private fatisfactions—vir-

tue can always be its own reward ; and furely

it were hard to grudge fo fimple a remunera-

tion. I have omitted to obferve, that the

emoluments of my office are clofe upon fix

thoufand pounds per annum, exclufive of

equipage, plate, fecret fervice money, and

other trifling douceurs. Adieu ! dear Lee

—

Ever your's with truth,

IV E .

LETTER
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;l e t t e r v.

r$ Mr. WILLIAM WOODFALL.

Beckenbam, Dec. 7, 1785.

My Dear WoodfalLj

1 S I T down to give you A hafty Sketch

of yefterday's bufinefs^ leaving it to your own
impartiality to make whatever ufe of it

you think fit.

It was fomewhat more than half paft twelve

when Mr. Jenkinfon arrived. The great

conference immediately commenced. To do

juftice to the profound learning, the admir-

able judgment, the lively {allies difplayed

in the courfe of this interefting argument,

would require a much greater memory than

any one except yourfelf, can reafonably be

imagined to pofiUs.—Suffice it to acquaint

foil
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vou with the agreeable refult.—The corn-

fortable office of Commercial Ambafiador at

Paris is enlured to your friend, with equal

emoluments to the Duke ofDorfet's; and,

J'urely, as mull flrike your accurate mind,

with fuperior confidence and credit.—In z

word, the manner of the boon, flowing im-

mediately from the bed of Sovereigns, the

adroitnefs of the Negociator, and the pleaf-

ing beneficence of the whole arrangement*

are tranfporting beyond language to defcribe.

But now, my dear Billy, I forefee your

flirewd obfervation—" How will all this be

reconciled to oppofition .
?"

In the firft place I muft tell you, I have

already written to all their leading men, in

fuch a way as I think will moft probably take

off the edge of their firft anger, and in a de-

gree pofTefs them with the idea that I have

merely accepted my office on public grounds*

Thefe letters I could v/ifh you to fpeak of with

your ufual kindnefs. You will fee by the

copies, which I inclofe, that I have varied

in my ftile, according to the diflimilar cha-

racters of my feveral correfpondents. You
will
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will therefore extract only fuch general parts

of my defence from thefe letters, as may be

worked up into the moft rational paragraphs.

Yet I fear there is no diffuading you from

touching on my peculiar habits, my in-

formation in commerce, my reading, and

pjfiibly my fcope of mind :—nay, I fhould

not be furprifed, if in your friendly way

you occafionally drop a few handfome ob-

fervations on my perlbnal appearance and

eafy addrefs; which undoubtedly, if in truth

you think I poffefs them, it might not be

unadvifeable to enlarge on. I would at-

tempt to moderate your friendly enthu-

fiafm, but that I know you will have

your own way. One other point I think I

could fwcar you'll urges I mean your cer-

tainty that any man in Oppofition would have

jumped at what I have taken j and really it

is liberal to take that line j as, doubtlefs, any

comparifons of a different nature would only

appear invidious, and could anfwer no good

purpofe. What I much wifh, is to give a

pleafant turn to this apparent inconfiflency—

party attachment therefore fhould be well

ridiculed—and I think too, if, in your

E pleafant
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pleafant ftifc, you could, by way of merry

illuJiration, infinuate that Oppofition had in

a manner lent me to the Miniftry, for this

fpecial purpofe ; (
juft as your friends, the

theatrical managers, accommodate each other

by amicable arrangements, on particular

emergencies) nothing could be better timed

towards the Chriftmas holidays j I defpair of

equalling your inimitable ftrokes; but fome-

thing now in this way :

" His Grace of Borfet being unavoidably

prevented from atling the difficult -part of a

Commercial Negotiator, we underjland Lord

North, with his ufual liberality, has permit-

ted Mr. Eden to appear in it for a limited

time ; and we doubt not, as that promijing

performer has undertaken this trying character

at a fhort notice, he cannot fail to meet with

the loudejl burfts of admiration from a candid

and judicious public.*'

Thefe volatile jeux d'ejprit are always well

adapted to parry a ferious reproof, and com-

bat the abfurd violence of national refent-

ment—but I truft all to JflRir plaftic pen.

Be
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Be affured, dear Woodfall, J (hall not for-

get you in my new fituation. It *!¥old be too

much to fend you parliamentary fpeeches I

haven't made, when I am known to be at

Paris 3 but I ftill fhall pen fomething for you,

either in the lhape of panegyric on my new

friends, or as ftrictures on thofe who in fu-

ture will unreafonably confider me as their

enemy. Befides you fhall receive, for many

years to come, authentic accounts of the

fpeedy determination of my embafly, with

curious details, documents, and other /olid

Jiuff.

Here is fome tolerable cyder, which, as

our return to England will not be immediate,

I muft intreat you to drink for us, by proxy.

There are alfo a- few Goflings of Mrs. E—'s

breeding which wait your acceptance ; and

(if through the medium of your friendihip

/ might take the liberty) there is a black

buffalo in our paddock, which brother Sam-

Jen would infinitely oblige me by giving a

place to in his eligible farm—Every relative

of my friend William's is dear to me.

Adieu, with cordial attachment

Ever yours,

W E .
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LETTER VI.

# his Grace the Duke o/PORTLAND,
&t. fcfr.

Beckenham, December 7, 1785,

My Lord,

J. T is unneceffary for me to make any apo-

logy to your Grace, for troubling you with

this letter, to inform you of my acceptance

of a commiffion of Minifter Extraordinary

and Plenipotentiary, for adjufting a treaty of

commerce between this country and France,

becaufe I think it my duty to give you the

carlieft notice of it, both from gratitude

for the favours I have received from your

Grace, and on account of the great advantage

which will be derived to your party from the

engagement which I have now undertaken

for the benefit of that Coalition, in the for-

mation of which I took fo large a mare.

When
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When I inform your Grace, that the firffc

overture on the iubjeel; was accompanied

with a fpontaneous propofal to fettle my pay,

equipage, &c. upon an equal footing with

the AmbaiTador, your difcernment will fug-

ged to you the neceifity of my immediately

doling with the proposition, in ord.r to

furniih fo good a handle to the Oppcfiricn,

for an attack upon the Minifter, in the en-

fuing femon,- At the fome time I conrlfs

that I am under much apprehenfion of in-

curring an imputation of which I have the

greater! horror.—The world may illiberally

conceive my conduct to proceed from in-

terefted motives ; and though I am fure to

meet with a fair conflruction from your

Grace's unfufpicious and candid mind ; yet,

as there have been fo many inftances of bafe

and perfidious apofhates of late years, I may

be clafTed, perhaps, in the number of d

. v , and even funk to the

gradii 1 of Robinfon, or Lord D
But when I reflect on your Grace's n<

difpofition, and the generous fpirit of 3 our

family, and of the illuflrious Houfe of

vendifh, I truft that no fuch mifconftructicn

or
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cepting the Minifters with whom I am to

I , will confider me as a traitor to my

friends and patrons, 'and a pcribn in whom

it may not be fafe to repofe any confidence.

Your Grace perceives at once how totally fuch

fufpicions rfluft fruflrate the purpofe of

mymifljon, and render abortive all the idle

fchemes of an Adminiuration, who wonkl

wifh to patch and trump up a treaty with

our perfidious foes. I need not fay that this

is for your Grace's private car. I may now,

my Lord, without arrogance, boaft of having

/.turned an effential fervice to that Coalition

which placed me in fo elevated and lucrative

a flation, and gave me fuch a leading con-

fluence in fame points in the Houfe of

Commons. But whilfl I am claiming the

merit due to rne for Hiking, for my friends,

every thing that is dear to me (even my good

name) let me not be fuppofed to be meanly

trying to embrace the benefit which will be

derived from having fuch public ground for

reprobating the meafure. No, my dear

Lord, I am far from expecting any return

for thefe fervices s I offered them from grati-

tude,
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tude, and only dcfire that they may not Jbe

forgotten, whenever they, or other future

events, may produce the effect, of overturn-

ing an Adminiftration which I have fo re-

peatedly condemned by motions in the

Houfe of Commons.

I have the honour to be,

My Lord,

With tfee profoundefl fentimertft

of refpecl: and gratitude,

Y#ur Grace's faithful,

and fincere humble fervant,

W E >

LETTER
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LETTER VII.

To the Right Honourable

LORD LOUGHBOROUGH, fcfr.

Beckenham, Dec. 7, 1785.

Mv Dzar Lord,

.ALTHOUGH the unhappy feion who,

in your judicial capacity, holds up his hand

before you, to anfwer with his life that viola-

tic p of the law, to which indigence, or per-

haps even famine itfelf, may have impelled

him, cannot be fuffered to plead his poverty

in juftifkation of his crime, yet, as it is the

friend, and not the Chief Juftice I am now

addreffing, may I not reafonably hope for

fome portion of that mercy, which I am

perfuaded, did not your duty as a Judge

forbid, your Lordfhip's amiable difpofitiort

would frequently extend to the highwayman,

the houfe-breaker, and the pick-pocket.

The
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The fimilarity of our fituation is, indeed,

ftriking; urged by neceffiry, I have, like

them, violated the moft lacred tics; with

this remarkable difference hewever, that

their offences have been perpetrated againft

perfons towards whom they have no enmity

;

whereas mine, with fhame and contrition I

acknowledge it, have been committed arainft

thofe to whom I owed everlafting fnendfhip

and unbounded gratitude ; and with another

difference ftill more remarkable, and which

I cannot but reflect, upon with fenfations of

a difagreeable nature, namely, that their evil

deeds are generally rewarded with a halter,

while mine have been compenfated with an

honourable and lucrative employment in the

public fervice. To explain die whole of

this exordium in a word, I muft acquaint

you, my dear Lord, that Mr. Pitt has offer-

ed me the appointment of Envoy Extra-

ordinary and Plenipotentiary to Paris, to-

gether with the full pay and concoivitant

emoluments of Ambaffador, which off.r, up-

on the moft mature deliberation, and under

all prefent circumftances, I have thought it

advifable to accept. I truft you will give

F 2 full
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full credit to my fincerity, my dear Lord,

when I exprefs the moft poignant concern

in thus fuddenly finding myfclf in a fituation

likely to lead to a difference of opinion on

public matters with you, my earliefl friend

and original patron in public life. But five

children, and a wife who may, in the courfe

of five years, blefs me with as many more,

were arguments in my breaft irrefiftable

againft the ralh and unadvifed rejection of

an income fo truly acceptable as fix thoufand

five hundred pounds a year. In further ex-

tenuation of my conduct, I might perhaps

not unfairly urge the habitual love of bufi-

nefs, and confequent attachment to official

fituation, which your kindnefs, and the pro-

tection and friendfhip of Lord North, had

fo early, and fo powerfully impreffed upon

my mind. Short, very fhort, yet truly te-

dious, has been the period fince my firft

entrance into public life, during which, I

have had the ill fortune to be oik of employ-

ment ; ufe is faid to be a fecond nature, and

my ftrong predilection for offiee, arifes, no

doubt, from having been fo long accuftom-

ed to the enjoyment of its advantages ; if

therefore
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•therefore I am now guilty of an apparent

defertion of my friends, paradoxical as it

may feem, to the generous and unmerited

exctfs of their friendfhip only can it jufjy

he imputed. Trailing wholly, my dear

Lord, to that uniform kindnefs I have ex-

perienced from you, to put the mod favour-

able conftruction on my conduct, I (till ven-

ture to fubicribe myfelf

Your moll faithful,

devoted, fincere, and grateful .

humble fervant and friend,

W E ,,

LETTER
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LETTER VIII.

To R. B. SHERIDAN, Eso^

My Dear Sheridan,

X O men of your enlightened mind and

confummate obfervation of human character,

profeflion mud always be at once difgufting

and fuptrfluous.—~I ihall not, therefore, in-

dulge myfelf in repeating a detailed inventory

of your virtues, nor gratify my friendihip by

telling you what I could fay of you—Duplicity

is fo common a character in the prefent ara

of univerfal depravation., that it is the moft

difficult attainment in die whole compafs of

phyfical practicabilities, to find a man in

whofe attachment you can at all depend, or

in whofe firmnefs you can repofe any confi-

dence.—Adverfe, however, as I fincerely am

to any appearance of profefftons, I cannot

refrain from faying this much to you, which

I enter-
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I entertain no doubt you will give your mod
implicit belief to, that I feel as fincere, as

warm, as faithful, and as difinterefted a

friendfhip for you as I do for any man

breathing.

The immediate reafon of my writing to

you at prefent, is to convince you of my
regard, by a teftimony much more cogent

than any arTertion of mine—the potent evi-

dence of actual fad.—In few words, I have

finally concluded the negociation which,

for the laft twelve months, has been uni-

formly going on, with different degrees

of progreffion between me and Mr. Pitt,

and have received the laft fiat to my offi-

cial appointment, as Commercial Negoci-

ator between this country and France.-—

Whatever may be the fentiments of the party

on this occafion (and fuch is the inftability

of human attachment in thefe times, that I

lriall not wonder if my beft friends, and thole

indeed who have ferved me moil, were to

take the lead afjainft me on my prefent pro-

motion.) I have at lead a peculiar claim

upon your gratitude, and an infuperable pre-

tention
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tenfion to your approbation.— I need not

bring to your recollection the divided intereft

we have always taken in one great and im-

portant department of Parliamentary bufinefs.

"We have fought fide by fide, and I think I

can, without vanity, afiume, that I was not

far outdone by you, in the fuccefsful detec-

tion of the reiterated inftances of minifterial

imbecility, and the diurnal demonfiration of

th ir unexampled ignorance. We conftitut-

ed in our two perfons a fpecies of Hercules

Biformes, vigoroufly and equally engaged in

the arduous employment of cleanfing the

Augean liable of official corruption and po-

litical impurity.

What then will be the confequence of the

recent appointment, of which I now convey

to you the earlieft information. You will

be in your own perfon the fingle man of this

conflict, and all the fame (of which you

know the value better than I pretend to)

attached to the victory, will be entirely, and

without partition or diminution, your own.

For my part, fo you are but benefitted, I am

fatisried ; I fubmit to the voluntary degrada-

tion
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cioi> of my new commiffion with chearfulnefs,

while I fee my friend and fellow-labourer

gratified and rewarded. If the term reward?

td mould feem oddly and uncommonly ufed

in its application to you, let me fuggeft to

you, that the precife meaning of all words

depends upon the circumftances that att :nd

their introduction, and I am fure, when

compared with the miferable effects that

have accompanied the refuit of all my poli-

tical labours, you will confider your own

fituation as a condition of fplendid and il-

luftrious remuneration indeed. And here

you have the heart of my ftory ;—the great

and efficient inflrumentality of my recent

converlion. It was not to ferve the ftate

that I adopted this meafure j for oa a careful

xevifion of Cay*s Abridgment, the happy

fource of my celebrity and difplay, I found

not a fmgle word relevant to the fubject o(

a commercial treaty between this country

and France. I need not therefore fay to

you, who know me, that no reafonabk ex-

pectation of fuperior advantage to my coun-

try could influence my determination on this

©ccafion-. It was not to fcrve myfelf that I

G entered
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entered into the negociation; for, without

vanity, I think I may truly fay, that my re-

gard for myfclf is well known to be as weak.

and unoperative, as my friendship to others is

demonftrated to be vigorous, energetic, and

immutable. In fhort, my friend, I did it

to ferve you -

3 and I flatter myfelf you will

readily agree, few men have gone greater

lengths in the indication of their attachment*

If I were in the difpofition to indulge in

thole tepid emanations of genuine humours,,

thofe dazzling corrufcations of native genius,

—thofe flafhes of fplendid colloquy, that

are too well known to be the characteriftic

criteria of my endowments to make any

affectation of modefty on the fubject at all

neceffary, I mould obferve, that you, as the

tutelary patron of wit, independent of all

operation of gratitude, are bound to become

my moll active advocate in this fituation of

poflible acrimony and factious mifreprefen-

tation. For what does the great Locke de-

fine wit to be ? He fays, it is the ready

aflemblage of two ideas together, which,

though apparently unlike, are in reality not

fo.
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fo. Now, docs not the union that has taken

place between me and Mr. Pitt operate, to

all intents and purpofes, as a fort of practical

illuftration of this definition, and of courfe

as a confequent confirmation of the truth of

the theory. For what could for years be

more apparently unlike than Mr. Pitt and

me ? and yet who, as this event has proved,

can fympathize with a more compleat or ac-

curate verifunilitude ? One common refem-

blance of longitudinal emaciation j one com-

mon poller of literary morbidity ; one com-

mon abhorrence of pertinacious and preju-

diced adherence to tiny given defcription of

political catechumen, one common accuracy

in the reminifcence of original obligation,

one common exemption from the weak,

though dulcet predominance of official am-

bition, and one common effervefcence of

perfonal gratitude, may be ftated as the con-

genial defignations of our mutual characters.

Adieu, my dear Sheridan.—Continue to

think of me, as I believe you have ever

done.

—

Vale et plaude.

Immoveably yours,

W E .
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LETTER IX.

.To JOSIAH WEDGWOOD, Eso,

Beckcnham, Dec. 7, 1785.

Dear Sir,

1 REMEMBER it was an ingenious and

judicious obfervation of yours, that the in-

troduction of friendfhip into trade was not

lefs abfurd than that of fancy into mathema-

tics : might you not have added, that in-

tegrity and politics were equally incompa-

tible ? Such at leaft has been my uniform fen-

timent, and for that reafon I have ever ftu-

dioufly avoided engaging in them, as I am

concerned to fay, is the practice of too many,

as a profeilion. It is true, that called upon

early in life, by the voice of the uninfluenced

Electors of the borough of Woodftock to

reprefent them in Parliament, I have at dif-

ferent
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Icrent times concurred with parties of various

defcriptions ; but I have at all times been

particularly attentive, not to bind myfelf

down to any circumscribed line of political

tenets, which might in any degree deprive

me of that free, un restrained exercife of my
judgment, which, in my humble apprehen-*

fion, a Member of Parliament can never

prudently lurrender. In fhort, I flatter my-

felf, I lhall not rifque being contradicted

from any quarter, when I venture to alTerT,

that from my firft entrance into public life,

my conduct has been that of a plain, honeft,

uninfluenced, independent Gentleman ; who

without attending to any views, either of

ifttereft or ambition, has upon all occafions

made the welfare ci the community his

fole inviolable rule of action. Such how-

ever is the virulence of faction, luch the

illiberality, and fuch the want of candour

amongft men who concern themfeives in

public affairs, upon motives lefs pure and

difinterefted, that I (hall be little Surprised,

to find the ltep I am now about to apprize

you of, malicioufly and induftrioufly reprc-

fented as a defcrtion of principle, an incon-

filency
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fiflency of condutt, and an open breach of

the molt facred obligations; the ilcp I

allude to is, that of having accepted from a

Minifzer, of whom you well know the opi*

nion I entertain, the appointment of Envoy

Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary, to con-

clude a Commercial Treaty between Trance

and Great Britain. Let Malice however do

her worft, I flatter myfelf your candour will

give me ample credit, when I folemnly pro-

teft and declare, that no confiderations but

a iincere and ardent defire to ferve the pub-

lic interefts in general, and a tender and

anxious folicitude for thofe of the manufac-

tures of Great Britain in particular, have

had the fmallefl weight in my mind upon

the prefent occafion ; the trifling and paltry

emoluments annexed to the employment, I

will confidently affirm cannot be fufpected

to have influenced a perfon whofe birth, for-

tune, and rank in life, have placed him fo

infinitely above fuch mean and defpicabie

temptations : No, my dear Sir, believe mej

it is the firm conviction I feel in my own

mind, and which I have in a great degree

derived from the light of information you

have
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have favoured mc with, of the utl intapa-

refent Minifter, and the icanda-

lous imufficiency and ignorance of all his

Majefty's fervants with refpect to the com-

mercial interefts of the nation, that have de-

cided me to devote my poor abilities to their

lervice ; in the hope of averting feme of

thofe mifcjiiefs which cannot but be expect-

ed from their wretched management to befal

this country ; I confefs I feci at this moment

like a fecond Curtius (without defcending

to a pun upon the fubject) devoting myfelf

to a Pitt, for the falvation of my country; I

cannot therefore doub: bu: you, with all

fincere patriots, will cordially approve my
prcient conduct.

Before I enter upon the arduous bufinefs

I have now undertaken, thi re is a matter I

willi much to fugged to you, and in which

mould I be i o have your con-

currence, I {hail efteem myfelf peculiarly

happy. Converfant as you are in the manu-

facturing , it is needless to point out

i, that whatever treaty I may conclude

witn the Cabinet of Verfailles, it cannot be

exj ecT.d



I
+s ]

expected to prove equally beneficial to all

the different branches of them, and confe-

quently I am not to flatter myfelf with an

univerfal approbation of the refult by my
negociation^i (I truft I need hardly fay, that

Earthen ware will not be the article to which

I fhall be the lead attentive.) This circum-

fbincQ being duly confidered, I confefs it

^rikes me, and hope it will appear in the

fame light to you, that no fu -.le meeting*

of the Chamber of Commerce can pofiibly

be attended with any advantage to the pub*

licj I will th refore take leave to recom-

mend it moil earneftly to you, to ufe your

moil ftrenuous endeavours to prevent any-

future affemblies of that kind ; it was but

too evident from the little fucctfs we had,

on this fide of the water, in our oppofition

to the Irifh Propofitions, that our • utmofb

efforts againft the will of the Minifter mull

in the prefent Parliament prove ineffectual

;

and I own I am not without hope, that the

general good opinion I have been anxious to-

cftablifh of my fmcere concern for the ma-

nufacturing intereft, will difpofe all parties
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to rely implicitly on my moft ftrenuouS ex-

ertions for the common profperity of all.—

-

One thing I would authorife you to promife,

in my name, to every diftinct branch of our

manufactures, namely, that I will not, on

any account whatever, haftily or precipitately

conclude any treaty which may affect their

intereft ; I care not how much of my time

I facrifice to their fervice, and though the

bufinefs I am now undertaking fhould de-

tain me from my native country, and the

enjoyment of my domefric comfort, five, or

even ten years, rather than neglect their

interefts in the minuteft particular, I will

patiently and chearfully fubmit to my lot.—*

For them and their fakes only, I become a

voluntary exile ; for them I expofe my cha-

racter to the moft odious and ignominious

imputations. Do I afk too much, when, in

return, I requeft only their confidence in my
defire to ferve them, and a fiippreffion of

thofe meetings, which however wife, while

their concerns were in the hands of ig-

norance and incapacity, become unnecefTary,

\{ not prejudicial, when they are entrufled to

H one
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#ne in whole zeal and exertion they may

reafonably confide ?

I am, dear Sir,

With the greateft efteem and regard.

Your very faithful,

and devoted humble fervant,

W. E .

P. S. As my refidence on the Continent

may probably be long, I will trouble you to

give orders to your principal agent, t© coun-

termand the three dozen chamber ute-nfils

I had befpoke, with the figure of Mr. Pitt

engraved in the bottom of them ; for which

I am happy to learn, you have had fo exten-

five a demand, as I was fo lucky as to be

the perfon who originally fuggefled the idea,

of them*
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LETTER X.

To WILLIAM ADAM, Es^ M. P.

Beckenham^ Kent, n. i> 1786.

Dear Adam,

1 HERE have been hitherto fo many

circumftances of common fympathy between

you and me, in the courie of our purfuits in

life, that I think it particularly my duty to

comment on the firft inftance of its inter-

ruption, and to reprehend you gently for

the voluntary deviation from the ftandard of

our original friendfhip, of which I am not

unapprized, by the objection which I un-

dcrftand you have exprefTed to my conduct

in a recent inftance of my good fortune.

You fet out in your career of politics under

the cheering aufpices of Lord North ;-—{d

did I. You were an active and warm friend

II 2 to



[ y- ]

to the Coalition j—fo was I. You have aa

amiable and deferring wife, together with a

large family ;—fo have I. You were ori-

ginally bred to the profefTion of the law -,
—

fo was I. Why then will you not permit me
to add to this detail of affirmative refem-

blances, an equally congenial lift of contra-

ries , and allow me to fay, you have left

Lord North, as well as I. You have aban-

doned the Coalition, juft as I have done.—
You have deferted the drudgery of an ig-

noble profeffion for the attainment of more

rapid emolument, and in that alfo have fol-

lowed the example of your friend.

Why will you give me an opportunity, even

for the moft lenient rebuke on the fubjedt of

violated confiftency and injured fympathy.—

-

Think better of it.

Will you permit me to fpeak to my new

allies, to obtain for you the employment of

Commercial Negociator between this coun-

try and the Court of Madrid ? The office is

as nece/Tary, in point of fact, as mine ; and

has this advantage, that it cannot be expofed

to the empty ridicule of factious jibers, on

the
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the fcorc of there being two Plenipotentiaries

at the lame Court. The moft ingenious of

them cannot prove that. Might it not,

however, facilitate your appointment, and

reconcile an inquifitive, difcontented multi-

tude to the extravagance, as they may call

it, of your nomination, if you were to move

profeflronally for a writ of enquiry, to dif-

cover a true ftate of the Ambaflador's

locality, and to afcertain the moot point of

his existence. This writ, you know, lies

legally in all cafes of nihil decit, or non eft

informatus , and on each of thefe accounts,

both as to taciturnity, and the abfence of

information, what judicature will quefcion

the fingular propriety of its ifluing againii

fuch an individual as the Earl of Cheflcr-

field ? As another mode of effecting the

fame purpofe, for the little Earl has been

evidently reprefented in the Retorna Bjre-

vium (pardon this fimple inftance of the

paronamafia) as a ncn eft inventus, may it

not be practicable to iffue a latitat ?—a prc-

cek which indeed owes its name to the lup-

pofition that the defendant doth " lurk and

lie hid," to compel him to anfwer to hjs

duty,
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delicacy !—Nay, fo much am I fatisfied of

the full and unqualified fincerity of his opi-

nion upon the cafe, that I am convinced,

were I to go down to the Houfe on the firfl

day of its meeting, to take a place, impof-

fible as fuch an hypothefis muff, appear, on

the adverfe fide of the Houfe, or even to

feat myfelf between a couple of the moil

abandoned and convicted profligates in the

Tecords of political delinquency, he would

even, under fuch circumllances, honour me
with his notice, and indulge himfelf in the

moil unambiguous eulogia upon the expe-

diency and neceflity of my official promo-

tion, and upon the purity ;;nd diiinterefted-

nefs of my perfonal inducements-—need I

fay mine-—His opinion will, I truft, in-

fluence yours, and I doubt not of their entire

coincidence.

I will only add, that though bred a lawyer,

1 am not implacable—that though no longer

a whig in perfonal connection, I am fo fin-

eerely attached to that principle in the theory

of their creed, inimhiti<e fhcabiles, that I

here give you full authority to affure your

friends,
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friends, that if either the French Court

jfhould demur to my appointment, cr by any

other odd flaw, I fhouid fuffer a non-fu : ~ at

home, I fhall in that cafe be quite willing

to forego all actions of battery or tre:

which it is my prefent duty to inftitute and

carry on againfl them, and to join ifTue with

them with as much good faith and genuine

attachment as ever.

Believe me, Dear Adam,

to be conftantly and inviolably yours,

W-

P. S. Pray do you happen to know any

thing in the way of your profefiion (for I

underftand he is an attorney, and may there-

fore occafionally vifit you with a brief) of

Mr. Sayer, the famous fatirift of our modern

politics ? if jar, do, I v, ifli you would inti-

mate to hijr the propriety of omitting me
in the future editions of his juftly celebrated

I print,
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, called, The Concerto Co-alitionali.—

You may tell him, I no longer belong to

that Band. I had no idea of playing when

I law fo little chance of the piper being paid

—voltojubito therefore was the word—and I

my key—I have indeed railed my
pitch through the whole compafs of the

, from the deep grumbling note of

on to the alto of ambaffadorfhip.—Let

him know this, he will perceive I understand

time, and will acknowledge alfo, I truft,

that I did well to relinquish a company of

gentlemen performers, who volunteer their

exertions to g2in a let fo thoroughly devot-

ed to the art they poffefs, that like Nero,

they can fiddle even when their country is

imdoing.

F T N I S.










