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1 rir^LET!
« T O T H E

CRAFTSMEA\ &c.

E N T L E ME N,

^1^®S H E great and fudden

"^y^^t^-p^t^ Change we lee m tne

%jr>p^i^^^ Face of the Affairs of*

^LiJw^ Europe^ by the War
^^ff^K^ made upon the Em*-

'^^SlS peror, being become"

the Subjed of all

Converfation, you will eafily believe?

me, when I tell you it was lately my
Fortune to be eng;aged in a Dilcourle

upon that Subject, with Ibme Gen-
tlemen who happened to be all Friends

to the prefent Adminiihation befides

myfelf.

A a Oii
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On thefe Occafions the Craftfmen

fcldom fail to be brought in, from
the Charader they have long afTu-

med to themfelves, of true Patriots,

and able Politicians. And fo it hap-

pen'd now : Upon my faying fome-
thing I had learned from you, whorri

they knew I was a great Admirer of,

they asked me, What was the Mean-
ing that my Friends the Craftfmen
were fo filent upon this great Occa-

fion ? Why, if they were fuch Pa-

triots as they pretended to be, they

did not allift their Country with fome
good Advice, when it would be ib

feafonable ? Why, if they were fuch

able Politicians, they did not Ihew it

upon fo critical a Conjundure, when
they might do it with fo much Ad-
vantage to the Publick, and fo much
Reputation to themfelves ? That
while Negociations on fome late

Occafions hung in Sufpence, they

pretended to treat the Minifters as

mere Blunderers in Politicks ; that

during the Negociations, as the Face

of Things feemed to alter, they

had changed Sides, and had taken

the
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the Part of Trance^ or Spa'tn^ or the

Emperor, as they thought \vould

moft embarrals Affairs ^ that when
the Treaty of Se-vdle was at length

conclnded, by which our Commerce
was reftored and fccured, then they

pretended, the Minilters had begun
at the wrong End, and fhould have

treated with the Emperor firft : And
when that Difficulty was got over,

and Friendfhip was reftored with the

Court of Vienna (which the Miniftry

knew they always had in their Pow-
er, if they could once feparate the

SpaniJJj Court from them, and for

that Reafon very wifely began there,

and attempted that firft,) when the

Miniftry had happily extricated them-
felves out of thefe Difticulties, which
their Enemies had flattered them-
felves they would not be able to do,

what Part, fay they, did the Craftf-
men take then ? Why truly, they
modeftly aflumed the whole Credit of
it to themfelves ; they told the

World, that the Minifters had at laft

blundered into what was right, by
fubmitting to follow their Directions

and Advice. Now, fay theie Gen-
tlemeHj
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tlemen, if the Craftfmen really are

the great Politicians they would be

thought to be, what means this af-

feded Silence at prelent ? Why
don't they fpeak out, and tell us

what they think is the Intereft of

Great Britain in this nice and difficult

Conjuncture?

I confefs, I felt my felf here under

a very gieat Difficulty, and had often

wondered within my felf, why Gen-
tlemen of fuch great Abilities chole

to be lb much upon the Referve • and
wanted exceedingly fome of their In-

ftrudions, to know what Part I Ihould

take, and how I might beft iupport it

in the Sequel of this Converfation.

But that I might feem to fay fome-
thing, I told them, you did not
think it decent to prefcribe to the

Adminiftration, and that it was Time
enough to interpofe, when you faw
them taking wrong Meafures. But
this Anfwer would not pafs ; what
do you talk of Decency, fay they,

in Men, who have for 16 ma-
ny Years jfhewn, that they have

thrown off all Regard, not only to

the Miniftry, but to the Crown it-

felf?
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felf ? And how trifling is it to fay,

'tis Time enough to interpofe with

their Advice when the Minifters are

entring into wrong Meafures ? This

might pafs in the Mouths of Men,
who have a better Opinion of thofe

in the Adminiftration ; but in Men
who pretend the Minifters are al-

ways in the wrong, and are fuch Blun-

derers that they hardly ever devi-

ate into what is right ; for Men of

fuch confummate Wifdom as the

Craftfmeriy and who can do their

Country fuch fignal Service by their

early Advice ; for fuch Men to fit fi-

lent and fay nothing, when a few

Words fpoken in Time, might per-

haps be the faving of their Country

from infinite Milchief ; this furely

nothing can excul'e : And after this

they muft either renounce their

Patriotifm, and pretended Love to

their Country, or give up their Claim
to a fuperior Skill in Politicks

;

or confefs that they meanThemfelves
more than their Country, and live ftill

in Hopes, that the Diftreffes which
may poffibly be brought upon the

Go-
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Government, may force it to change

Hands, and try whether thefe able

Men can mend Matters.

To this, I told them, That I did

indeed wonder as well as they, at

the Silence you had kept, when I

thought it of fo much Confequence

for Men of your Abilities to give

the World your Senfe of Things,

but that I could by no Means allow

of the Conftrudion they put upon
it ; that it could not be expeded
you ihould affift with your Advice

Men you fo much difliked, before

it appeared to the World by their

wrong Condudt, how much they

wanted it ; and that if you did pro-

pofe to ferve your felves by it, that was

not in my Opinion at all to be w^on-

dered at, or blamed : That it was a

laudable Ambition in Men of fo

piuch Merit, to defire to be in a

Condition to ferve their Country by

being in a publick Station ; and that

it was but a juft Reward to fuch fu-

perior Abilities, to be put in the

Places of greateft Truft and Diftinc-f

t:ion ^ but that I was perfuaded you
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v/ould upon no Confideration fufTcr

your Country to be ruined, but time-

ly interpofe, and by yoar wife Coun-
fels lave even thefe Minifters, rather

than not fave a Country, for which
you had fo much Love and fo warm
a Zeal.

But thefe Anfwevs would not be

accepted ; they infifted on it, that

you had neither the Honefty of Pa-

triots, nor the Wifdom of Politici-

ans ; and that the whole Secret was

nothing more than this : That you
were relblved, at any Rate, to diftrefs

the Miniftry all you could, in Hopes
of getting into their Places ^ that

all your Politicks confifted only in

this fingle Point, to take, in all Ca-
fes, the oppofite Side to the Mini-
ftry, whatever it were; that your
paft Conduct fhewed the Truth of
this in a Manner that made it unde-
niable

; and that your pretended Skill

in Politicks, was nothing more than to

declaim plaufibly for and againft any
Thing you pleafed • which, fay

they, in Queftions of a complicated
Nature, as political ones always are,

is at any Time a very eafy Thing.

B ¥qk



For In Cafes of this kind, there are

always Conveniences and Inconve-

niences on every Side : What then
has a Declaimer to do ? but to multi-

ply and magnify the Inconveniences

of the Meafures he would oppofe, and
to lefTcn, if not conceal entirely, the

Things that are to be laid for them.

And how very eafy this is, we will

fhew you, fay tiiey, in the very Cale

now before us. Whereas true Wif-
dom confifts in weighing carefully

one Thing againft another, and judg-

ing well on which Side the greater

Probability lies , for in political

Affairs, Matters will not admit of

Demonftration ; he is the ableft Man
that makes the Ihrewdeil Conjedures,

and takes his Mealures accordingly :

But as it is at moft but Conjedure,

many Things may happen to defeat

the wifeft Meafures; which is the

Reafon why all the World are fen-

fible of the Folly and Iniquity of

judging of Aleafures meerly by E-
vents.

Thefe Gentlemen being fo confi-

dent of their ov>'n Abilities, and

firctending with lb much Alfu ranee

that
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that all your boafled- Skill In Poli-

ticks was nothing but Declamation,

I had a Mind to make the Experi-

ment : Pray, Gentlemen, laid T, if it

be lo eafy to give Opinions, and

fupporc them by plaufible Reaibn-

ings in Things of this intricate Na-
ture, be pleafed to favour me lb far

as to tell me what you think is moft

for the Intereft of England at this

Time • for I muft own I am entire-

ly at a Lois what Judgment to make
in the prefent Situation of Affairs.

You miftake us, replyed one of

the Gentlemen • We don't pretend to

fay, what Meailires it is moft expe-

dient for the Government to take in

the prefent critical Jundlure ; that

we leave to our Superiors, to thole,

whole known Abilities, and long Ex-
perience in Bufinefs, and whole Know-
ledge of many Things which are and

muft needs be Secrets to Perfons of

our private Station, enable them to

make a much truer Judgment than

any of us can pretend to, and whole
Intereft it is to do what is beft for

the Nation, as much as it can be of

any Men in the whole Kingdom, let

B a them
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thcrn be who they will. We ftiall

therefore not eafily iufpecl the Pru-

dence of the Meafures they jfhall

think fit to take, or fancy, if we
were in their Places, we could do

better • all we fay is, that it is eafy

to declaim on either Side of a poli-

tical Q^ieftion, from the complex Na-
ture of it ; and this we. will under-

take to fhew you prefently, take

which Side you will.

I was not enough prepared to take

any Side in fo difficult a Point, and

upon which fo little has been fiid

as yet in Print ; and therefore de-

fned to be excufed from taking a

Part, and that they who feemed to

have confider'd the Matter more a

great deal than I had done, would

chufe what Side they pleafed.

Upon this one of them began

thus: We did not exped you fhould

take a Side as your full Judgment
and Opinion, but only for Argu-
ment's Sake, and to Ihew you how
eafily many fpecious Things might
be laid againft it ; but fmce you de-

cline the taking one Side rather than

another^
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another, let us put, lays he, all the

feveral Sides in which this Affair can

be confidered.

A War is, you fee,- begun in

Europe by a powerful Alliance a-

gainft the Emperor • What now fhall

England do ? There is but one of

thefe three Ways the Government
can poffibly take : Either to obfcrve a

Neutrality between the contending

Powers; or to enter briskly into the

War in Support of the Emperor ; or

to fufpend a little, and remain for

fome time in a State of Inadion, in

Older to fee what Turn Things will

take, and concert with our Allies the

likelieft Meafures for relloring the

Peace of Europe^ with a due Attenti-

on and Regard to our own particular

Interefts, by proper Stipulations be-

fore we engage too far. Which ever

of thefe Sides the Government fhall

think it moft for our Intereft to take,

I will anfwer for it the Craftf?nen
will take the Contrary, and will find

a great many Reafons to fhew 'tis

wrong. We will try this, if you
pleafe, in each Cafe.

Let
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Let ns fuppole, lirft, the Govern-

ment chufes to obferve a Neutrality.

A great deal may be eafily laid a-

gainft this : It is to fit ftill, and to

fee that Balance of Power deftroy-

ed, which we have procured at the

Expence of lb much Blood and Trea-

fure ; that it is throwing up at once

all the Fruits of the laft glorious

War; that France will foon be as

formidable as it was in the Time of

Le^'is the Fourteenth, and prepare

Fetters for all Europe-^ that if the

Houfe o(^^/Jlr/a be forced to truckle

to France^ it may be driven to pur-

chafe its Peace by Conceflions and

Agreements very prejudicial to the

maritime Powers, and to England m
particular ; that if the Emperor be

•forced into an ignominious Peace,

there will not be any where a fuf-

ficient Power left to make head

againft France^ efpecially with all the

Weight of S'pam on its Side, and in

Poffeifion of all the Strength and

Trade of Italy and the Mediterra-

man. In ftiort, that if by our Neu-
. trality
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trality we fuflfer the Emperor to

be ruined or brought too low, our

Commerce, our Liberties, our Reli-

gion will be precarious, or rather lure

to be loft in a very few Years. To
chufe therefore a Neutrality, would
be an Argument of a weak and

cowardly Miniftry, who had neither

the Wildom nor the Courage to take

vigorous Meafures in a Conjundure
where they were fo neceflary • and
that they lacrificed their Country, to

purchale their own Eafe and Conti-

nuance in Power, for want either of

Forefight to fee the Confequences of
fo wrong a Condud, .or of Honefty
to puriue the Meafures they faw
were right.

Well ^ now, if you pleafe, we will

fuppofe the Government, for thefe or

other Reafons, to reject a Neutrality,

and enter briskly and vigoroufly, with-

out lofing time, into theDefence ofthe

Emperor : Will the Craftfmen allow

this to be right ? By no means, they
will tell us it was our Intereft to keep
neuter ; that we have no Concern in

the Quarrel into which the Emperor
has
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hasbrouo;ht himfelf; that R^frla/?dh^9

nothing to do \w\th Poland-^ that the

Emperor might have ftill enjoyed

his Dominions in Peace, if he would
have let the Poles alone, and per-

mitted a free People to pleafe them-
felves with a Choice of the King they
h'ked beft; that he knew how much
France would relent his Oppofition

to Stantjlaus^ and yet would venture

to provoke, without providing againft

the Confequences it would probably

expofe him to, or being in a Condi-

tion to defend his own Territories.

That England has very little Obliga-

tion to the Emperor, who for Twenty
Years paft has fhewn not the leaft Com-
plaiiance to Powers he is lb much obli-

ged to, as all the World knows he is

to us and the States; witnefs his Oftend

Trade, and his Treaty with Spain :

that the very Country we recovered at

ib vaft an Expencc of Blood and Trea-

furc for him, he turned againft us as

foon as he could, and endeavoured to

hurt us in fo eflfential a Point as that

of our Commerce, by which alone ij:

is that we have been able to do the

great
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great Things we did in his Defence :

That while he has the Dominion of

thele Countries, the Defence of them
is left to us • that he has not a fngle

Town in a proper Condition of De-
fence in all FJatiders^ with Refpect

either to the Fortifications, Troops,

Ammunition, or Magazines for their

Subfiftance ; that the Weight and

Expence of all this is left to England
and Holland^ whofe Intereft the Em-
peror knows it is, that thefe Coun-
tries fhould not fall into the Hands
of Trance \ that this is moft ungrate-

ful and moft unjuftifiabie Uf:.ge, af-

ter what we have done for him ; and

therefore the Dutch have taken the

only wife Part in coming into a Trea-

ty of Neutrality with France for the

Low-Countries ; and that if the Eng-
Ji/b Miniftry had the Integrity, the

Wifdom, and Prudence of theirs, we
Ihould have gone into the iame Mea-
fures : That the Balance of Power is a

chimerical Bufineis, and Is every Day
fliifting ; and that if we muft be

drawn into a War every Time a

weak or ambitious Prince will pro-

yoke a fuperior Power, we ihall he-

C vef
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vcr be at Peace, but every Day be cx-

pofed to fiifFer by the Folly of others,

though our own Conduft, with re-

fpe£t to other Princes, be never fo up-

right and inofFenfive ; that no body
can anfwer for the Events of War,
or be fure what may be the IlTue of

it ; that many Incidents may happen

to prevent, or bring things back into

the State we would have them, with-

out our engaging ; that the good Ef-

fefts of a Neutrality are immediate

and vifible to every body, by the

great Increafe of our Trade, which is

already fo fenfibly felt by the De-
mands for our Corn, and other Ex-
portations ; and that it is always the

Intereft of a trading Nation, if pof-

Hble, to keep in Peace ; whereas the

Inconveniences of a War are lure to

be leverely felt, while the Conveni-

ences are remote and very uncertain.

This is what may be faid at firft

Sight in favour of a Neutrality ; and

I doubt not the Craft/men would be

able to fay a great deal more when
they have laid their Heads together,

and have whetted their Wits how to

oppofe
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oppofe, in the keeneft Manner, the

Part the Miniftry fhall have advifed

againft it. Befides many things they

will have to fay againft entring vigo-

roufly into the War, they will tell us,

that we had no Hand in what gave

Birth to this War, and that we fhall in

the Conclufion reap noAdvantage from
it; that the Burden of it therefore

ought to lye upon thofe whom it moft
concerns ; that England is already fo

exhaufted, fo involved in Debt, and

fo loaded with Taxes, that it is impof-

fible to find fufficient Refources for a

vigorous War ; and that we are reduced

to this Condition by the Part we took
in the two laft Wars for the Defence
of the Houfe of Auftrta^ and in Sup-r

port ofthe Revolution ; and partly by
the ill Returns the Emperor has made
us fince, by his fetting up the Oftend

Company, and his unnatural Engage-
ments with Spam^ in prejudice of his

old faft Friends and Allies ; and there-

fore a vigorous War is neither realon-

able, nor poflible to be expected from
tis, by a Prince to whom we have fo

little Obligation.

C 2 Let
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Let us now fuppofe, in the laft

Place, that the Miniftry take the third

Way I mention'd, and decline not on-

ly a Neutrality, but alio to take Part

with the Emperor immediately, and

chufe rather to continue for fome time

in a State of Inadion and Sufpence,

till they fee what other Powers will

do who are more nearly and immedi-
ately concerned, and particularly our

Neighbours the Dutch^ with whom
it is to be fuppofed that England will

always acl in perfecl: Harmony and

Concert : Befides, fince if we engage,

we can^t engage by halves, they may
think it proper to fee what the Em-
peror is able to do himfelf, and how far

he will undertake in Defence of his

own Quarrel, and upon what Terms
we can enter into it, with moft Advan-
tage to ourfelves. But is there nothing

to be faid againft this ? Will not the

Craftfmen tell us, that the longer

we delay, the more difficult the

Work will grow ; that by fufpen-

ding thus between a Neutrality and

a vigorous Profccution of the War
immediately, we lofe the Benefit of

both
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both ; that our Help will come too

late, if we (lay till the French and

their Allies have made themfelves

Mailers of all Italy : But that if we
immediately take a Part, that will

cool their Courage, and make them
flacken the Vigour with which they

pufh on the War at prcfent ; that the

Apprehenfion of a Britifh Fleet in the

Mediterranean would make them not

'fo forward in gaining Conquefts they

would find it fo difficult to maintain,

when the Sea was fhut up to them, fo

that no Troops or warlike Stores could

come that Way from Spain 5 and that

no Door would be open but thro' the

Territories of the King of Sardinia.

But while by our Sufpence that Appre-
henfion is removed, and they fee they

Ihall for another Year be Mailers of
thofe Seas, we may be fure they will

improve the Opportunities we give

them, to the utmoft. And our In-

aclion will not only put it in their

Power to pufh fuccefsfully their Con-
quells in thofe Parts ; but will be an En-
couragement to them to make a more
vigorous Effort on the Rhine) than they

would
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would otherwife think it fafe for them
to attempt : Or at ieaft, the lefs Oppofiti-

on they will find there, the more Troops
they will be at Liberty to pour into

Italy. In ihort, 'tis always eafier to

prevent Mischiefs than to retrieve

them ; to keep Places out of an Ene-

my's Hands, than to retake them ; and
therefore if a vigorous War muft, in

the lafl: Refult of Things, be entred

into, the fooner the better.

At this Rate we may be fure xhtCraftf-

men would talk, if the Miniftry fhould

go into this Meafure. Thus you fee, up-

on all Suppofuions, the Craftfmen will

not be at a Lofs for Matter to declaim

upon. There is indeed a fourth Way
may be taken, but which is at firft

Sight fo manifeftly wrong, that if the

Craftfmen ihould efpoufe it, I think

it would not be very eafy even for fuch

able Demagogues to gain the People
to their Side ; and that is to take a Part

in the War, but not to engage deep
in it : 'tis impoflible the Miniftry Ihouid

make fo ablurd a Choice ; and there-

fore there is no great need of con-
fidering what thefe Gentlemen would

lay
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fay againft it. But for Argument's

Sake, let us for once (uppofe it, thatin

tlie Miniftry fhould in the prefent Con-
dition of the Nation, and in Refent-

ment of the Ufage we have met with

from the Emperor, take a Middle Way
between a Neutrality and a vigorous

War j and in Defence of fuch a

Meafure tell us, that we ought not

to engage in it as Principals, but as

Accefibries only, iince we are not the

Parties immediately concerned. Who
does not fee what the Craftfmen
would then fay ? that the Point to be
confidered is not what the Emperor
has deferved of the Brittfh Nation,

but what it is our Intereft to do;
that that is the only Confideration.

fhould govern Princes in the Mea-
fures they take w4th refped to War
or Peace, and not Likes or Diflikes

to this or that Prince, and how he
has behaved on this or that Occafion :

That theQueftion is,Whatis now pro-

per to be done ? Whether becaufe we
are out of Humour with the Empe-
ror, and he has given perhaps but too

juft Caufe for it • we fhail, to Ihev/ our

Re-
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Refentmerit, go into Meafufes deftru-

gftive to our own real Interefts? That
the Diftinclion oiPrincipal and Accefi

Jory looks like fomething, but often at

theBottom is reallynothing butWords:

That in a Confederacy it muft be con-

fidered, not only how far the feveral

Parties are interefted, but what the real

Strength of each refpedively is • and

how much Power, upon the whole,

is nccelTary to be a Match for the

Power they unite againft. For Ex-
ample, If twenty Degrees ofStrength

are necelfary to fupport the Emperor
in the prelent War, let us fuppofe

the Powers we would join with, can

together make up fourteen Parts ; that

England^ either in purfuance of Trea-

ties, or upon a Proportion of Interefts

in the War, ought to furnifh only three

Parts ) fo that in the whole here will

be feventeen • what fhall we do ? 'tis

plain here are threeDegrees of Strength

wanting to enable the Confederacy to

carry on the War with Vigour, and

realbnable Hopes of Succefs : England
won't furnifh them, becaufe it is be-

yond their Proportion, and they are

obliged
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obliged to farnifti only pro rata ;

and the other Allies can't : Why, if

we perfift in this Relblution of en-

gaging no farther, the Confederacy

muft break, the weakeft Parties will

feparatc, and make their Peace firlt at

the Expence of the reft, and the War
muft needs end unhappily ; and there-

fore we had better not have entred

into the War at all.

And as for the Plea of not being

able to carry on a vigorous War; tho'

I do allow there is but too much
Truth in it, I believe the Craftfinen

would treat that as a very ridiculous

Pretence, and would argue from the

Xuxury of the Nation, and the ex-

travagant expenfive Way we are ran

into, in Buildings, Gardenings, Pic-

tures, Jewels, Plate, Equipage, and
Tables, that it is in vain to pretend

Inability in fo good a Caufe, when
fo much Money might be railed by
retrenching our Expences in thefe

and the like Articles.

The Example of Holland^ I don't

know what they would fay to, but
I know what they iliould fay to it

;

D they
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they ihould fay, that in the laft War
the States engaged greatly beyond
their Strength, upon the Faith of
England'^ and that after a moft ex-
penfive and fuccefsful War, they were
fcandaloufly abandon'd by a Minilhy
whofe Memory will be had in ever-
lafting Abhorrence by all good Eng^^
lifh as well as Z)///r//Men ; that this
fjtal Iffue of the laft War, whofc
Glory and Fruits were all thTown
away by not an highrtous, but igno^
mmousTxtity^ has both difabled and
irightned them from entring far into
another War, till their Safety ihall
render it abfolutcly unavoidable.

But ifwe really are in lb exhauded
a Condition, they will fay 'tis owing to
the vaft Debts contracted in Support
of the Revolution, which we have paid
dearly for, and to the ill Condud of
the Miniftry, who have done fo lit-
tle in fo many Yenrs of Peace to
Iclfen that heavy Load of Debts,
which wife, and frugal, and honeft
Mmifters would before now have
made a great Progrefs in ; and to cn-
>ter into any Method of War under

the
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the Management of fucli Mlnlllers
is a vain Attempt, and from which no
Good can ever be expeded.

Thus, Sir, we have fhewn you,
that let the Miniftry take what Fart
they will, their Enemies can never be
at a Lois forTopicks to urge againft
it, and talk plaufibly at leaft to the
Populace, who muft needs be very
ill Judges of llich difficult and intri-

cate Affairs, fmce 'tis lb little they
•know to form a Judgment by • how-
ever, the Craftfmen have taken great
Pains to read weekly long Lectures to
them, and make them fancy them-
lelves to be able Politicians.

I could not but allow thefe Gen-
tlemen to be fo far in the right, as
•to admit, that any Side in political

Quefticns may, by Men of tolera-
'ble Abilities, be made to appear ei-
'ther very Ipecious and plaufible, or
ridiculed and exploded, as may beft
anfvver their particular Views :'Ent I
flatter mylelf, you Gentlemen whom
I addrefs this to, have that Pene-
tration, that you know what is re-
ally for the Interelt of your Coun-

D 1 try,
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try, and that you have too much Re-
gard to it, to ad againft your Con-
Icience and Judgment, in efpoufing,

at this important Juncture, a Side you
think to be wrong.

Bat the Gentlemen I was arguing

"with would by no Means allow this

:

They faid, that if you efpoufed even
the right Side, you would do it for

a wrong Reafon, and be mixing falfe

Colours in every Argument with
Truth • that you would by a pretend-

ed Enquiry into the Caufes and Oc-
cafion of this War, tho* fuch an En-
quiry be, as to the Miniftry, altoge-

ther ufelefs and unnecelTary, endea.-

vour to throw it upon them • that

they had not by proper Reprelenta-

tions to the Court of Vienna pre-

vented the Handle they have given

for it ; and that'tis originally owing to

the ^adruple Alliance that the Em-
peror is in Danger of lofingall his Do-
minions in Italy. If you tell them
they were not the Minifters that made
that Alliance ; and that therefore if

it twas wrong, the Blame Jhould not

be laid on them 5 the Ctaftfmcn will

tell
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tell us, that the prefent Miniftry ren-

dred that Treaty effectual by that of

Seville. Admit this : Shall a King of

England make Treaties, and not pre-

ferve his Honour in performing them ?

Had not Spain a Right to the Per-

formance of it, in Confideration of

giving up Sicily to the Emperor?
And had not ten Years fhewn, that no-

thing could render the ^uadrwple Al-
liance effedual, but the Variation

made in it by that oi Seville^ by fub-

ftituting Spanijh inftead of Neutral
Troops ? But how is this the Caufe
of the War in Italy ? How has this

occafion'd the Danger the Empe-
ror is in ? Did France enter Italy by
the Dominions yielded to Don CarloSy

by Parma or Florence ? No, 'tis ma-
nifeftly otherwil'e. 'Tis the King of

Sardinia has let France in to fwallow

up Italy • that was the Door which
was opened for the War that has al-

ready devoured the Mtlancfe^ by the

Entrance of French Troops without

the leaft Afliftance from the Spani/h

Garrifons in I'tifcany, or any Forces

that came that Way. Had that Door
been
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been kept fliut, the Emperor would

have been In as little Danger on that

Side as on any other. And why was

it not kept fhut ? Is the EngVtp

Miniftry toanlwer for that? Had they

the keeping of the Key ? If the Empe-
ror,by any ill Ufage provoked theKing

of Sardinia into this extraordinary

Step, or if he took it without fufficient

Provocation, how are the Miniftry to

blame ?

The Part the King of Sardinia has

taken, was fo unexpeded, and is fb

extremely hazardous to his own In-

terefts, that the Emperor, the Power

infinitely moft concerned to have a

watchful Eye upon him, could not

be made to enter in earneft into a

real Apprehenfion or Belief of it

;

if he had, he would not have left his

Italian Dominions fo defencelefs. I

am afraid wife Princes ibmetimes

make very wrong Judgments of their

Ncighbours,in thinking that they cer-

tainly will not do fo or fo, bccaule in

Wiidom and good Policy they ought

not. But perhaps upon Enquiry it

may be found, that the Engl'ip Mi-
nifters
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nlfters did apprehend this fatal Step

in the King of Sardhna^ and did

all they could to prevent it, but

to no Purpofe. They who are ac-

quainted with the Hiftory of the Houfe
of Savoy^ know, their Play has long

been to embroil the Affairs of Europe^

and blow up into a War the Sparks of

DilTention that from Time to Time
they have difcovered between the two
great Powers, o^Aufiria and Bourbon.

This they have pra&ifed with Succefs

for feveral Generations, and in all

Wars, however they have ended as

to the other Parties engaged in them,

have found their own Account ; as

we all know they remarkably did in

the Conclufion of the laft. If the King
of Sardinia was flattered intoHopGs of

the like Succefs from frelh Troubles,

'tis eafy to fee how difficult or rather

impoffible it was to keep him, actuated

with great Expectations and llrong Re-
fentments, from entring into theViews
of France^ without fuch Expedients as

it was not in the Power of the Eng/i/b

Miniftry to give or procure for him.

Such a Prince will be fatisficd with no-

thing,
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thing, but what England muft cither

give itfejfjor be Guarantee for, if pro-

mifed by the Emperor. This was in

Fad the Cafe in the two laftWars, in

which this Houfe would not engage

on the Side of the AUies upon any

other Terms. In fhort, 'tis plain from

theCondud of this Prince, that nothing

could engage him to come into a Treaty

to prevent a War j but either our giving

to him large Subfidies, or procuring

to him an Addition of Territories.

But how was this laft to be done?

Muft we compel the Emperor to give

him Part of his Dominions, or Pof-

fefllons belonging to others, to keep

him quiet, and bring him into rea-

fonable Meafures ? Is this juft ? And if

it were, is it in our Power ? And as to

Subfidics to be given to an Ally in

Time of Peace, to prevent his en-

gaging in Defigns that may involve

Europe in a War, we already know
the Scnfe of the Crafifmen upon this

Point too well, to make it needful to

ask how they would approve it. There

is no Point they would be able to de-

claim upon with more Fire, or with

more

i
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more Succefs on the Minds of rhofe

they would inflame. Unlcfs thereiore-

fome other Expedient could be found,

by which the E?iglsJJj Miniftry might
eiFectuallyhave prevailed with the King
of Sardinia to keep in the Interelb of
tiie Emperor, and not throw himfelf,

as he has done, into the Arms of
France-, and let fo formidable a Power
into Italy, the Craftfmen muft allow,

that ih&French have entred by thisWay,
and that it was nor in the Power of the

Aliniftry to hinder itj and that there-

foFc, whoever is to blame, the Fault can-

not, with the lead Pretence or Colour.

of Truth be charged on them : and

yet you may depend upon it, the Qua-
druple Alliance, and the fubfequent

Treaties which have been made to per-

feci: it and render it effectual, will be

the Burden of the Song, and we fhali

have endlels Peels rung upon them, as.

the Caufe of the Italian War, though

nothing be more evident than the con-

trary ; and it may as well be laid, that

6Wvv>;/ is tiifcaJiy^ or Piedmont Parma^
or the King of Sardinia is Don CarloSy

as that the thele Treaties have been

E the
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the Caufe of France's invading the

M'llanefe.

,All the Influence thofe Treaties have

had, I think, is this, that they have

kept off this War for fome Years,

which would otherwile probably have

broken out much Iboner. \i Spam
has been drawn into this War up-

on the Emperor's Non-compliance
with lome Particulars infifted on
by S-paln in Favour of Don Carlos^

which they would have thought to

be Appendages of thole Treaties, how
would they have relented it, if £;/^-

land had concurred with the Empe-
ror to defeat the whole defign of

them ? But 'tis not impoffible but

the Craftfmen may charge this Quar-
rel alio upon the Miniflry • notwith-

ftanding the King of Spa'tn has in his

Memorial done the Crown of Gt'eai

Britain 2l]\(^ its Minifters fo much
Juftice, as to acknowledge, in the

amplefl: Manner, their prudent, hc-
reft and unwearied Endeavours to

prevent a Breach between that Crown
ai-d the Emperor en that Account.

Another thing wc fnall, as I have

obicrvcd,
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obferved, be fure to hear of from the

Craftfinen^ whatever Side they tcikc

as to the War, is the Debts of the

Nation, which they are not content

to lay upon the Miniftry, but upon
the Revolution ; to render that odi-

ous, and make the prefent Generation

weary of it, who did not feel the

Dangers from which we v/ere delive-

red by it. This is grown very fa-

fhionable with thcfc Gentlemen, and

yet I mult take the Liberty to lav,

nothing can be more falle or wicked;
and there is nothing in which they

fhew themfelves more truly Tray tors

to their Country, than by this vile

Imputation throv/n upon the Revo-
lution. The Debts of the Nation,

as they ftood at the Death of the

late Queen, were owing to the two
laft Wars ; which Wars were not en-

tred into to llipport merely the Revo-
lution, but in Defence of the Prote-

ftant Religion, and the Liberties of

Europe^ againft the Power and Am-
bition o^ Leuols the Fourteeth, and his

Attempts of Univerfal Monarchy.
For let us^ lays he, conllder what

R 2 would
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would have been the Cafe, if the Revo-
lution had never happened, or rather,

that there had been no Occafion for it

:

Had King Charles the Second been

fucceeded bv a Proteftant Prince, and

.who was hearty in the Interefts of his

People, would he liave fat ftill, and

fuiTercd France to extend its Con-
quelts in Flanders and on xho: Rhine?
Or would he have taken Part with

the Houfe of Auftria^ and entred vi-

goroufly into the Confederacy againft

the exorbitant Power of France? I

think it can be no Queftion, what
Part a wife and good King would

have taken : Here then would una-

voidably have been a bloody and ex-

penfive War, though the Revolution

had never happened.

And had a Popifh Prince been on

the Throne, which indeed proved to

be our Fate, Tilings mufi: have been

much worfe, fmce he would have

gone, as in fact he did, into the Mea-
liires of France \ to whole ambitious

Views, had not the Revolution hap-

pened, it would have been impoffible

to have fet any Bounds, and Great

Britain
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Britain had ceitainiy been made a

Province to the Grand Monarch, and

we had been Slaves to PoDerv and aii
J. J

the Evils ot Arbitrary Power.

If the War that follov/ed upon
the Heels of the Revolution was
more expenfive or leis fuccelsful than

it might have been, had it been en-

tred into by a Proteftant King of

Britijh Birth, that muft not be im-
puted to our glorious Deliverer; bat
to the Rubs, Difficulties and Impe-
diments thrown in his Way by a Sett

of Men, that never underftood the

Intereft of England^ or at leaft were
never true to it.

And as to the fecond War, With
what Face can that be imputed to

the Revolution? 'Tis true indeed that

France gave but too juft Caule for it

by the Affront put upon King William
and the Brttiflj Nation, in declaring

and acknowlediiing the Pretender^ up-

on the Death of King ^^^w^j", King of
Great Britain : But if chat Provocati-

on had not been given, would anv Prc-

teftant Englip King have tamely fuf-

fered the Spani/h Crown, with all its

Pominions on the Continent, and

the
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the Riches of the Indies, to fall into

French Hands ? Or was it poffible to

hinder it without a War ? Certainly

not ; a War was become abfolutely

nccelFary ; it was accordingly entred

into with Vigour, and carried on
with a Succefs anfwcrable to the

wile and powerful Meafures concert-

ed for the Support of it. This War,
therefore, is no more chargeable on

the Revolution than the firft.

\i England did not reap the Fruits

they had ib much Reaibn to expect

from lo glorious a War, this is not

chargeable on the Revolution, or its

Friends; but on its avowed Enemies^

on thofe who prevailed on the late

Queen to remove theTrealurer and the

General, who had with fuch wonderful

Succefs, and to their own immortal

Honour, diftinguifhed themfelves in

her*s and their Country's Service. Had
they been continued in Power but

one Year longer, France muft have

given the Allies Carte blanche ; the

Way had been open for our Armies

to the very Gates of Paris. This is

too well known to be denied. But
this was a Happinefs too great for

us ;
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J
vv*e had It in View only. Thefe

great Men, thele Pillars of the State,

thefe Supports of the grand Alliance,

in vvhofe Wifdom and Integrity eve-

ry Part of the Confederacy had an

entire Confidence, were removed, to

make Way for Men, whole Ignorance

in foreign Affairs, and Iniquity in all,

whole Perfidioufnefs and Treachery

to their Country and its Allies, are

not to be exprefled by any V/ords,

or to be matched in any Hiftory.

Thefe Men put the moft infamous

End to the moft glorious War, to

the infinite Difhonour and Prejudice

of their Country • and in lieu of all

we had Reafon to exped, and even

themfelves had prorrtiled for the Secu-

rity and Advantage of Commerce,they
hoped to delude the Nation with the

two gloriousAcquifitions oiGihraltar^

and the j^fftento Conrrad ^ the laft of

which was by no means equivalent to

the Benefits of Trade we might have

infifted upon, and could not have been

denied by a Prince who owed the

peaceable Pofleffion of his Crown to the

Rngl'ilh}A\Ti\'kx\y. But the main thing

propofed to be got by it, was a round

Sum
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Sam of Money for themfelves; tho'

by their dilatory Management, and

the Quarrels which arofe between
themfelves, even that, if I miftake

not, in the end was loft. And
as to Gibraltar^ what did they ob-

tain ? "Why, that we Ihould keep
what we had been near ten Years in

FofleiTion of, and which all the Pow-
er of Spain could not take from us.

But did they obtain any Point, where-

by to render the PolTeilion of it ei-

ther more indifputable, or more peace-

able ? Nothing like it.

I heard indeed, lays one of the

Gentlemen, a noble L—d, who was

deep in the Meaiures of that Mi-^

niftry, not many Years ago, lay with

a very grave Face in a certain Place,

that there was no other Fault to be

found with the Treaty of Utrecht^

but that fingle Omiflion or Over-

fight, for fo he would have it thought,

that a proper Diftricl was not fliipu-

lated on the Land Side oiGihraU
tar for its Defence; and that it was a

great Fault in the Seville Treaty,

that that Dcfcd was not fupplied.

But
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But this was ftrange Reafoning m that
noble L—d, as well as a ftrange Afler-^
tion. Had not his Memory greatly-
failed him, he could not have for-
got that that Fault in the Treaty
of Utrecht was not a Slip or Over-
fight

; quite otherwife
; it was feen

and confidered by thole who made
that Treaty, and yet tamely gave it
up. This may be ieen in the Appen-
dix to the Report of the Houle of
Commons, upon the Impeachment of
thofe Minifters in 1715. There it
appears in a Paper in three Columns,
that in one of them a Diftrid is de-
manded

; in another is the Anfwer of
France^ that they durft not propofe
fuch a Demand toSpain^ and that" the
King oiSpain would neVer yield to it -

and in the third Column, the Englifif
Minifters acquiefce in this Relulal.
And this is now pretended to be an
Omiflion and an Over-fight, and the
prefent Minifters are to be blamed for
not fupplying thisDefcd in theTreaty
6^Seville, What, arc thefe Minifters
to blame for not infifting peremptori-
ly on a Demand they had no Right to

F makey
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make, when they "S^ere at Peace with

Spatn^ and its King in quiet PolTeflion

of the Crown, and in a Condition to

flapport any juft Pretenfions ; when
their Predecenbrs, at the End of a

glorious War, Arms in their Hands,

and Spain at the lowell Ebb, and its

King in no Condition to refufe any

thing that could with any Colour of

Juftice or Reafon be asked, had given

it up, and ignominiouily receded from

it with their Eyes open, and when
they were themfelves fenfible how
reafonable and neceffary the Demand
was ? Strange Reafoning furely this !

Thefe two noble Articles were the

Reward of all the Blood and Treafure

England fpent in that War ; unlefs

perhaps they will claim fome Addi-

tion of Merit from the Demolition

o^ Dunkirk. But in that Article al-

io they did their Bufmefs lb by halves,

and fufFered the Articles to be fo loofe-

ly drawn, as to leave Room for freih

Difputes, and Power to Frame to

put it at any Time in a Condition to

annoy our Commerce, (as they did in

the former Wars) in the Compafs of a

very
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very few Months, and at a very fmall

Ex pence, when they ought to have

infifted on its being ablolutely re-

figned up to them.

But according to the ufual Ju-
ftice of the Craftfmen^ the prefenc

Minlfters mult be anfwerable for

all the Confequences of the ill Mea-
fures then purfued, and of the Blun-

ders made in the Settling fo im-

portant Articles ; they muft quar-

rel with FrancCy and involve the

Nation in a new War, to redify the

Miftakes of thefe great Minifters, and

make France do, what by that Treaty

they fay they are not obliged to.

Thefe are all the Advantages it

is fo much as pretended that England
got by the Treaty of Utrecht^ which,

were they as great as themfelves

would have them thought, were pur-

chafed at vaftly too dear a Rate,

when the publick Faith and Honour
of the Nation, and the Security it

had in the Friendfhip of Ilo power-
ful an Alliance, was m.ade the Sacri-

fice. And what makes the bubling

the Nation in this Ihamefal Manner
F % with
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with thefe boafted Advantages the

more fcandalous and the more pro-

yoking is, that fo confiderable an

Acquifition as the Kingdom of Sicily

was given away from the Emperor
in manifeft Violation of the Articles

of the Grand Alliance, to be a Bribe

to the Duke of Savoy, who was the

only Prince that could, upon any
Terms, be prevailed with to delert

the Grand Alliance, and come into

the wicked Meafures of the Englijb

Minifters- and this done by the E^g/i^
Minifters themfelves: For iT/^;7<;^ and

Spain, I fpeak it to my Knowledge,
would, when they faw the Emperor
fo ft iff that he would come into no
Treaty without Sicily, have given up
that Point, tho' they were the only

Powers who had any Interell: in refu-

sing it. No, fay the EngVtfh Mini-
fters, the Emperor fhall not have it,

he fhall have the Mortification to fee

}t given to the only Ally that de-

ferts his and the publick Caufe ; be-

raufe he will not quietly evacuate

^pain, and facrifice the Catalans, and

jcome into their infamous Meafures.

Q
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O Catalans ! a Name that can ne-
ver be mentioned without remem-
bring when and by whom a brave
and faithful People were delivered up
to Slaughter, and the Lofs of all their

Liberties, in return for the Confi-
dence they put in the Faith and Ho-
nour of this Nation. I wonder the
Craftfmen have not yet found out a
Way to impute this monftrous Ini-
quity to the prefent Minifters ; which
'tis certain, they might with as much
Juftice do, as an hundred otherThings,
which they are no more concerned in.

But to return to Sicily : To give
that Kingdom to a Prince to whom
fo little was due, and at the fame
time take fo little Care of the Ho-
nour and Intereft of their own Coun-
try, has fomething in it fo abfurd,
that it can no otherwife be account-
ed for, than from a Defign to fub-
vert the Conltitution and the prefent
Settlement, which a fuccefsful War
and a Peace anlwerable to it, were in
the Nature of them an effedual Bar
to. And the Meafures they purfued
at Home during thelc Negotiations

are
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are but too plain a Proof, that this

was their Defign, which otherwifc

there was no Senfe in.

But whatever their particular

Schemes were, by the good Providence

of God they were in a Moment blown
up, apd entirely defeated, and the

Prince was peaceably feated on the

Throne, whom they had endeavoured

to render odious to the Queen and Na-
tion, by the vile Reprelentations they

made to her and her People, as if he

were preparing to invade the King-

dom, and by Force ravifh from her the

Crown, which Ihe had, till Ihe fell

into thefe Hands, worn with fo much
Honour. Thefe Jealoufies wer^ in-

duftrioufly infufed into Queen and

People ; it was pretended a conlider-

able Fleet was ready in Holland to

bring over Forces, and that allThings

were prepared for a Defertion of the

Troops in England, And what the

Confequence of thefe Jealoufies might
have been, if they had had longer

Time to fpread themfelves, and gain

Credit with the People, 'tis eafy to

forefce.

But

• •
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But to return once more to Sk'tly:

This inlblent Treatment of the Em-
peror by the Miniflcrs of a Queen in

Alliance with him, in giving from
him a Kingdom, which his Enemies
would have yielded up to him, with-

out fo much as pretending to make
him any Compenfation for it, was
not only infamous to the laft De-
gree, but moft fatal in its Confe-
quences. And 'tis for that Reafon I
infift fo much upon it : For 'tis to

this we owe aril the Difficulties we
have been fince involved in ; 'tis this

flagrant Injuftice to the Emperor, that

has made thefe Years of Peace fo im-
perfed in the Tranquillity and Prof-

perity which England had Reafon to

promife itfelf from fuch a War.
Had this Point been yielded to the

Emperor, he would have fubmittedto

the reft of the ill Treatment he had
from us, and have come into the Utrecht

Treaty, and the Peace would have been
general ; whereas the Refufal of it

made him ftand out till he could ob-
tain better Terms. By this Means
the Grand Alliance was broken into

Pieces^
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Pieces, without leaving the leaft Sha-

dow of Hopes of ever feeing fo hap*.

py an Union again ; to the great Joy
of the Common Enemy, who now
faw they had nothing to fear in hafte

from a Confederacy that had been fo

formidable ; fince every Part of it,

except the Duke of Savofy was, by
the Ihameful Conduct of the F^ngl'tfb

Miniftry, difobliged to the laft de-

gree ; but above all, the States-Ge-

neral, who are our neareft, and beft,

and moft natural Allies ; and the Em-
peror^ without whom 'tis impoflible

for the other Powers of Europe to be
a Match for the Houfe of Bourboti^

poflefled as it is of the Crowns of
France and Spain.

By the Negotiations at Utrecht end-

ing as they did, France and Spain were
at Liberty to diftrefs the Emperor and
force him into their Meafures by the

Continuance of the War, which be-

ing too unequal to be long born, was
ended as to France by the Treaty of
Baden. But ftill with refpeft to the

Emperor and Spain, inftead of a foHd

Peace which Ihould have extinguifhed

their refpeftive Claims by mutual Re-

nunciations,
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nunciations, of Spaiyi and the Indies

to King Thilipj and of the Italian

Dominions, and the Low Countries to

the Emperor, Hoftilities were fufpend-

ed only by a bare NeatraUty, conceived

in fuch doubtful and precarious Terms,
that, as no Friendihip was reftor'd, but

tiieir former Animofities and Preten-

fions ftill fubfifted, it was plain from the

Nature of the Thing, as in fad it hap-
pened, that it would no longer be ob^

ferved, than till a proper Opportunity

or Profped of Advantage offered for

either Side to break it. This made
the Quadruple Alliance, and the Trea-

ties fmce made to render that effectual,

abfolutely necelfary.

Were this Detail to be drawn out

into its full Length, it would be eafy

to Ihew, by the cleareft Connexion of

Things one with another, that all the

Inconveniences the Nation has felt

lince the Acceffion of the prefent

Royal Family to the Throne, (ex-

cepting only the Troubles that have
hapned in the North, through the Ob-
ftinacy of the late King of Swederf,

and the dangerous Schemes of the late

Czar) all the Dilputes we have had

with Spam, and all the Evils our

G Trade
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Trade has fufFered from the Treaty of

TJtrecht to that of Seville^ are owing
to the unhappy Situation in which that

Treaty left the Affairs of Europe ; or,

to fpeak more juflly, put them ; and
that Treaty, as to every thing bad in

it, is the Treaty of the then Englifi
Minifters ; and particularly of the

prefen t Arch^Cn^ftfinan,

Let not then the Craft[men load

the prefent Miniftry with continual

Invedives, on Account of Debts and

Taxes, which they and their Friends

have been the fole Caufe of, for lb

much at leaft as has been occafioned

by our Mifunderftandings with the

Emperor and Spain. 'Tis eafy to de-

claim againft Debts and Taxes, but

the true Qj^ieftion will always be,

Were the Services that occafion'd them
neceflary or not? If they were, 'tis

ridiculous to impute them as a Crime

to theie or any other Minilters. That
they were not, is a Suppofition I can't

eafily come into, fmce they were all

laid before the Parliament, and al^

lowed by them, and the Money given

appropriated to the relpe£tive Services.

But here the Craftfimn have the

Modefty
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Modeily to tell us, that the Matter
is not at all mended by the Confent

of a Parliament, which they m.ore

than infinuate is as corrupt as the

Chief Minifter. But how does that

appear ? becaufe the Minority is not

the Majority : Which if it had been,

and they had adhered to the fame Sen-

timents, this Nation had been long

fince ruined : But I own I have a

better Opinion of them, and that if

they could have the good Fortune to

get Places and Power into their own
Hands, they would have a6led in the

main juft as the., prefent Minifters

have done; unlefs fo m.uch worle, as

they had lefs Capacity from their In-

experience, and lefs Knowledge of
Bufinefs.

But 'tis in vain to offer Reafons to

Gentlemen who muft not be filent,

and therefore mull not be convinced,

as long as they are out of Place : They
are confident they Ihall at length talk

and write themfelves into Power, and
therefore muft be Proof againft all

Conviction : Therefore Debts and
Taxes muft ftill be the Theme, and

thefe muft be imputed to the ill Con-
G 2 dud
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dud of the Miniftry : And (o muft all

the Difficulties our Trade is under in

the Weji- Indjes ':, tho' this alfo be ma-
nifeftly owing to the Utrecht Treaty,

by which Ships are declared to be good
Prize, tho' they be guilty of no illicite

Trade, but barely upon being found

in any part of the forbidden Seas,

tho' driven thither by Strefs of Wea-
ther : A moft abfurd Conceflion to a

Power that lay at Mercy at the Time
that Treaty was begun.

In fliort the Inconveniences of al-

moft every Kind, which wc have fuf-

fcr'd for thcfc twenty Years pad,

and ftill fufFcr, arc evidently owing to

that difhonourablc Treaty ^ and had

all been avoided, if the Englijh Mi-

niftcrs had, on that great Occafion,

afted as they ought to have done,

and as their Predeceffors moft cer-

tainly would have done, who were
honeft, and wife, and able Men. Had
that War ended in a fafe and ho-

nourable Peace, and to the Satisfac-

tion of the Emperor and the reft of

our Allies, the good Harmony that had

reigned fo long, had ftill fublTfted 5

Fra7ice and Spain would have been

out
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out of a Condition to hurt us ; no
Seeds of Quarrels, no Jealoufies had
been left to difturb the Peace of Eu-
rope afrcfh : We Ihould have enjoy'd
a profound TranquiUity, and a flouriih-

ing Trade ; and a great Progrefs would
have been made in difcharging the
publick Debts ; and the Nation by
Conlequence would have been in

Condition, upon a new Emergency,
to have gone with Vigour into the ne-
ceflary Meafures in Defence of itfelf

and its Allies j or rather, no fuch E-
mergency would have arifen. We
,fhould have kept thofe who have Ill-

will to us in Refped, and they would
not have been forward to difturb the
Peace of Europe, when they found,
by the good Condition the principal

Allies were in, and the perfed Harmo-
ny that would have fubfifted among
them, that they could not attempt it

without the utmoft Danger of again un-
dergoing theCalamities they brought on
themfelves by the laft unrighteous War.
This would have been our Cafe, had the
lafl: War ended in an honourable
Peace ; and the Condition we are at

preferit in, is what it is in confe-

quence
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and we all know who we are to thank

for it. To this we owe the Troubles

that have put us under a Neceffity of

contrading frefh Debts, and of conti-

nuing heavy Taxes, and not of being

in a Condition to carry on a new
War with that Vigour we did the laft.

This we fee and feel, and too well

know to be true, to be by any Ha-

rangues perfuaded out of it, let the

Craftfmen and their Advocates fay

what they will.

But wc know, no Arguments, no
l^orce of Truth, will filence them 5 they

will dill declaim, and complain of

want of frugal Management and good
Husbandry in the Miniftry ; that they

have not retrenched the publick Ex-

pences as they fhould have done, but

have very unnecefTarily increafed them,

particularly in two Articles, xhcHeJffian

Troops, and a Standing Army 5 by

which laft our Liberties alio are in

perpetual Danger of being loft.

There are few Topicks on which
more Nonfenfe has been talked, than

this of a Standing Army. Tis eafy

to declaim upon this Head, and cook

up
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up Hiftory about die Liberties of other
Nations, and how they were ioft to
the Tafte of Readers, who do notknow whether a 'Syllable of wiiat is
raid be true. They don t care tocome to the fingle Point, that in this
qiieftion is to be confidcr'd

: The
Queftion is not, whether it be necef-
fary a Body of Troops fhould be kept
up or not

5 that no body difputes, but
whether it fhall be 3 or 4000 Men
more or Jefs : This is the Queftion

;and the Refolution of it depo^ds fin--
Jy upon this. Whether the Situation Sf
Affairs we each Year happen to be in,make fuch a Number neceffary or
not. If they are neceffary for our
^atety, we muft have them whatever
tlie Expence be, or whatever Incon-
venience may be apprehended frommem

: If they are not neceffary, they
fliould not be kept up, tho' they coft
nothing, or the leaft poffible Dan<^er
could happen from them.

'^

But ifthis be the flngleQiieflion,whe-
ther fuch a Body of Troops be necef-
lary or not j who Ihail be Judge, but
the King and his Parliament? No, fay
the Craftfmen, Kings love Power and

Troops,
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Troops, and Members of Parliament

are but the Creatures of hisMinifters.

But what is this but declaring for the

Diffolution of the Government, and

fetting up a Fadion in the Place of our

proper Governors, and the Populace in-

ftead of a Houfe of Commons ? Upon
thefe Occafions the Craftfmen think it a

fufficient AnlVer to any Arguments
that are allcdged in Print, to cry out

Miniftertal Writers. But I could ne-

ver comprehend, ^\\^ MintfierialVJu-

ter fhould be a Term of Reproach

more than AntminifierialWnizr, 1

remember indeed a certain Gentleman

fays in a Letter to a Friend, that Mi-

niftry-hunting is a noble Tleafure 5 but

when 1 read it, 1 thought it a very

ftupid Saying, as well as* a very unjuft

one, and concluded the Author was

of a Republican Spirit, as 1 foon found

upon looking farther into his Works :

For what Scnfe is there in thinking ill

of Minifters in general and of Courfe ?

Why is it not as juft to fuppofe the

Meafures the Government purfues are

right, as that they are wrong? The
Prefumption fure hes (Irongly in Fa-

vour of them, unlefs we fuppofe a

Prince
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Prince {o weak and fo infenfible of
his own and his Peoples Interefts, as

to be uncapable of making a right

Choice : Or is there fuch Witchcraft

in Power, that the Minute a Man is

made a Minifter, he becomes a Knave
and a fool, tho' before he was con-

fefled to be both honeft and able ? If

this be the unhappy Cafe of Minifters,

I muft in Kindnefs to thefe worthy Gen-
tlemen the Craftfinen-> wifh they may
be always out of Power; which, I con-

fefs, I at prefent do moft heartily upon
other Reafons. But however that be, in

a Writer, MinifteriaU or Antiminifte-

rial, is nothing to the Purpofe 5 the

only Confideration with Men of Senfe

will be. Has he R.eafon on his Side, or

not ? Does he argue fairly ? Are the

Fads he alledges or appeals to, true ?

Has he made good his Premifes, and

does he make right Conciuiions from
them ? If he does, fuch a Writer will

deferve to be attended to 5 if not, it is

of no Importance what Epithet he is

diftinguifhed by.

But I muft not forget that other fa-

vourite Topick of theirs, 'the HeJJJan

Troops; Upon this they tell us, that

H either
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either fuch a Body of Troops was not

neccffary to be kept in Pay ; or if it was,

that it ought to have been of our own
Troops, and not Foreigners : But as to

the firft. Whether they fhould have been

kept or not, that depended upon the then

State of our AfFaij-s, and the Obliga-

tions we were by Treaty under with

our Allies, and particularly the States

General ; and the keeping of them

was not only allowed and provided

for by Parliament, but has been ex-

plained and defended in Print, with

that Perfpicuity and Strength of Argu-

ment as will admit of no Anfwer.

And as to the other Part of the Ob-
jcftion, that it Ihould have been a

Body of our own Troops, and not of

Foreigners ; do they mean we fhould

have lent abroad, lo ofthe 1 8000 Men
we have at Home and at Gibral-

tavy or an additional Body of new
raifed Troops ? They will not openly

fay the firft, becaufe that would be too

plainly declaring, they want to fee the

Nation left defencelefs and unguarded,

that it may be open to perpetual In-

furredions at Home, and Invafions of

Scotch and Irijh Jacobites and Papifts

from Abroad : Which Declaration

would
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would at this time be the more fhockino-
to their Readers, in Proportion to the Cc-
ditious Liberty they take to foment In-
furredions, and invite Invafions, which
we fee they daily do : For that would
be faying in plain Words, that the
more need there is to be in a State of
Defence, the lefs we ought to be fo.

The Truth is, the Liberties they take
to bring the prefent Eftablifhment into
Danger, are fuch as every Day tend to
weaken what, in great Love to their
Country, they fay with fo much Zeal
againft Standing Armies ! But we will
fuppofe they are not fo unreafonable,
or at leaft would not as yet appear fo,
but that they would have fuch a Body
of new Troops raifed. Very well,
what will you do with them when rai-
fed ? Will you fend the raw Men,
who know nothing yet of their Trade
abroad, or fend the old Troops and
replace them by thefe ? If the firft,

they who know any thing of Troops,
know they will be of little Service

;

and in a foreign Country, by Sicknefs,
Defertion, and Want of Difcipline, in
one Year would dwindle away into half
the Number, and perhaps moulder into

H 2 nothing



nothing in a Year or two more 5 and

frelh Numbers of Recruits would be al-

ways wanted to be fent over, to a great

Diftance, and at a very great Expence.

On the other fide. Ifyou keep thefe new
Men at Home, and fend the Veterans

abroad, we fhall in Confequence be fo

much weaker atHome, as a Body offuch

Troops is inferior to an equal Number
of the other. But in either Cafe, to

fend a Body o^Englifh Troops, into fuch

diftant Parts as the Nature of the Ser-

vice might require, what with the Ex-

pence of Transports, and other Charges

that would be unavoidable, would coft

the Nation twice the Money it would
do, to take into our Service a like

Body of foreign Troops that are al-

ready in the Country where they are to

be employ'd : And yet this the Craftf-

men advife by way ofgood Husbandry.

I mention this the rather, becaufe if

in the prefent Conjuncture it fhould

be thought advifable to take a Number
of Foreign Troops into our Pay, to

anfwcr the Contingent we are by

Treaty obliged to furnifli the Empe-
ror whenever it is cafus foederis, we
may be fure the Craftfmen will be a-

gain at the fame Play, and we fhall

have
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have all the old popular Cant trump'd

up again;, of providing for our own
People, and not fending our Money
abroad, and the Goodnefs of E?igltjh

Troops : Which in the Upihot is no
more, than if they fhould fay, that

Half a Crown is more than Five Shil-

lings ; but in Truth, that they are re-

folved to diftrefs the Government all

they can, and to make the Defence of

it as expenfive, as burdenfome, and
as difficult as pollible.

But however popular thefe Gentle-

men may fancy their Writings have

made them with the lower Sort, who
naturally love Satyr and Scandal 5

when the Nation comes to be alarmed

with a real Senfe of Danger, they will

find themfelves deceived in their Hopes
of having eifcctually fcatteredDifunion

and Divifion among us 5 and that we
fhall return to our Senfes, and unite

with our wonted Vigour and Courage
in Defence of our Religion and Li-

berties, our Trade and Rights, that

were fecured to us by the Revolution,

and confequently in Defence of the

prefent happy Settlement in the Houfe
of Hanover, from which our Securi-

ty,
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ty, humanly fpeaking, is infeparable.

Here the Gentleman left off, having

worked iiimfelf into fome Warmth,
and his Companions look'd with an

Air of Satisfaction upon me, as if they

were fure I had nothing to reply. I

told them. Gentlemen, I have heard

you with great Patience, and without

Interruption, but muft beg to be ex-

cufed if I can t acquiefce in all that

has been faid 5 I fhall not enter into

all the Particulars of fo long a Difcourfe

now ; 1 am fenfible I ihall fpeak at

too great a Difadvantage, being not

fufficiently prepared for it j befides, I

know how difficult it is to maintain

almoft any Point, when one Man is

to argue againft many j but I muft

take the Liberty to obferve, that I

think a great deal of what has been

faid is liable to confiderableObjcdions ;

that many things you have charged on
the Craftfmen are what I don't remem-
ber to have read in them, and are ra-

ther the unfair Conftrudions their

Enemies put upon their Words, than

what they have faid themfelves : In

fome other Things I can t but think

they are much in the right $ and in this

Point
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Point I don't rely on my own Judg-
ment, and if I am miftaken, I am mi-

ftaken in good Company. I am very

fenfible, Perfons in private Stations

have not the proper Lights, and the

Knowledge neceffary to form a true

Judgment in Things of this high Na-
ture j but we can feel Burdens and
Taxes, and ihould be glad to be con-

vinced they are necelTary 5 and no bo-

dy can blame us if we are not very ea-

fy to be convinced of it, and liften to

thofe Writers, who efpoufe the Caufe
of the People againft the Oppreflions

of Men in Power. But as to what
has been infmuated, as if the Craftf-
men were Enemies to the prefent E-
ftablilhment, I cant eafily come into

the Belief of that 5 take out one or

two whom we all know, and I am
perfuaded the reft, in the cafe ofcom-
mon Danger, would unite as heartily

as any other of the King's Subjeds, in

Defence of his Perfon and Govern-
ment, upon which we don't want to

be told that our own Security de-

pends. One of the Gentlemen was
going to reply, but I was obliged to

interrupt him, and begging his Pardon

for
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for it, told him, I muft be gone upon
lome necclVaiy Bufinefe, that would
not permit me to ftay longer, and Co

we parted.

This, Gentlemen, is the Subftance

of a Converfation I lately happened to

have with fome Acquaintance who are

in the Intereft of the Miniftry. I faid

what I could in your Defence, and

wilh'd I had been fufficiently inftruded

to fay more. But you are abundantly

able to fupply my Defers, and can

fpeak much better in your own De-
fence than I can pretend to 5 I can

fuggeft no Hints to Perfons of your

fuperior Skill in Politicks, and there-

fore don't trouble you with the Particu-

lars of what I faid ; but thought it for

your Service to fend you this Account,

that you may take Notice of fuch Parts

of it as you think proper, which will

be of great Ufe to many who want
your Inftruftions upon thefe Subjects

as much as my felf, who have no o-

ther Way of Information in political

Affairs, and therefore am.

Gentlemen-,

Tour conftant Reader^ &Cc.

A. B.
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