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LETTER
TO A

MEMBER of the CLUB,

I N

ALBEMARLE-STREET.

My dear Sir,

f^^^"^ Thank you for communicating to me the agreeable

^ ^
ys( news of your admiffion into a mod honourable Society.

ItR-^^Ste.
^j^g charaders of men, of young men in particular,

being in great meafure colleded from the company they keep,

you have grounded a prefumption in your favor, from your fteady

B ad-

•»,o3q5'4S



(6)

adherence to your old friends. I have no doubt, that you will

perfeverc in thinking and ailing with them, whilft they appear

to you as upright, as you have hitherto had reafon to think

them.

But you will meet with various attempts to (hake your Con-

ftancy. Your Friends will be mifreprefented, and you may be

terrified or difluaded, according to the flate of your own mind,

or the Temper of the Seducers.

As you know my Sentiments too well, to fufpeifl me of any

defign to difcourage you, I will venture to ftatc the dangers you

may incur, from your entrance into this Affociation ; but I

fliould not do full juftlce either to you or myfcif, if I did not,

at the fame time, place before your eyes the dangers you will

efcape.

The name of a Club, Is in itfelf not very formidable.

You know, there are many in this town, of which you might

have been a Member, w ithout the leaft Offence to the Perfons,

who will be difgufted at feeing you a Member of this. You

might have been admitted into fome, from which your Repu-

tation could hardly have efcaped unblcmiflied, were they not

honoured with the names of perfons, of pure Characters, in high

OtHces.

You might have found In thofe Societies much of that fort

of Mirth, which Is apt to delight and inflame the minds of

young men ; and you might have feen it carried on, under the

Sandlion
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Sandlion of men, dlftinguinied in public by their Decency,

who have palled the Prime of their years, and only attend fuch

Meetings, with the harmlefs view of fcafting their Imaginations

with the Recollection of a vicious youth.

Such Societies fubfift even in thefe Virtuous times, and no

man's fortune in life appears to have been obftrufted, nor his

Eminence of Station difgraced, by his Continuance among them.

He may be as radically and avowedly vicious, as nature, per-

haps, has formed him, without any real danger to his Ambition,

provided he has the official Talent of appearing, upon occafion,

moii eagerly and fcrupuloully virtuous.

But a Club, crcfted with a view to unite men In the Preferva-

tlon of the Conflitution, cannot fail to offend, and the greater

neceffity you may plead for fuch Union, the more reafon you

have to expe<ft, that you and your Company will be mifrepre-

fented, and, if poflible, difgraced and ruined.

The word Constitution comprehends that happy mixture,

which dlftinguifhes our Government from every other. Whilll

this fubfifts in any degree, it will, from the admirable texture

of it, have fome appearance, of Stability ; the Undcrminers of it,

therefore, will boldly deny apparent dangers, and fix the char<^e

of Faction upon the beft intentioned men. You, among the

reft, muft exped to be reprefented as a factious man, join-

ed in a Confederacy, which is fupported by falfe Alarms, and

tends only to gratify the ambitious Views of the Leaders.

You
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You have, doubtlefs, heard and read declamatory language of

this fort. But you have alio, perhaps, from the fame quarter,

heard things, which very much juftify your Alarms.

Have not the Power and Prerogative of the Crown been

needlefsly and officioufly magnified, in Print as well as Conver-

verfation, beyond the Example of any Period fince the Revolu-

tion ?

Has not the Aristocratical part of our Conftitutlon,

which, 'till lately, was thought an effential part, been depre-

tiated, not only as if it were ufelefs, but as if the natural Weight

and Confequence of Great Families were a Nuifance, and were

become the more fo, from the known public Merits of thofc

Families ?

And has not the DemoCratical part of our Conftitution

been treated fo very contemptuoufly, that, if the language of

fome Orators had any weight, the beft founded Popularity would

in time be thought a real Difgrace to an Englifliman ?

You muft have been frequently a Witnefs to this, for I know

of no one, who has notj and the very Charge of a Republi-

can Spirit, againfl your Friends and you, which is every day

thrown out, without referve, is a fufficient Mark, what fort of

Spirit actuates your Accufers ?

Can they with any Face, unlefs they entertain Ideas of Mo-

narchy, which they dare not yet avow, accufe of Republica-

nifo)
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nifm the Men, who have lupported Monarchy for fuch a num-

ber of years ? If they agree with you in a Zeal for the illuftrious

Houfe on the Throne, under the Limitations of Magna Charta,

the Revolution, and the Adl of Settlement, they are not lef?,

Republican, than you, and the Term is impertinent, as a Term

of Reproach. Treat it as what it is, or if ever it fliould dag-

ger you, rccolledl yourfclf, and put them to Hiame, by fairly

comparing your own Intentions with theirs, the Integrity and

Services of your Friends, with the Charadlcr and Pretences of

their Accufers.

I know your Delicacy fo well, that I am apprehenfive, ano-

ther of their Charges may make a deeper Impreflion upon you.

They pretend, upon all Occafions, that the whole Oppofiticn is

a Struggle for Power and Places, and that, nothing elfe being

meant, the prefcnt Clamours will fubfide, upon the firil Change

of Hands.

You are obliged to them, for confeffing fo llrongly the Expe-

diency of a Change of Hands. But let me beg you to ccnfider

a little the Weight of this Charge. Your ample Fortune and

difinterefled Spirit fuflkiently refute it, with refpcd to you

;

and I may truly deny it, with refpe(fl to mofl: of your Friends.

There are few of them, who might not have furfeited either

Ambition or Avarice, had thofe been their ruling Paflions.

Their Enemies know, that their bare paflive Compliance with

things, which they could not approve, would h'a.vcfecured, and,

in many Cafes, have improved the Situation they were in.

How
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How then can It be truly faid, that the fole Objedls of the

Struff'^le, on their Part, are Power and Places, merely as things

beneficial to them ? I appeal to a Comparifon of their Names,

with the Names, whom they oppofe, whether it be a matter

indifferent to the King and the Pubhc, in whofe hands the Power

and Places are ? To fuppofe it a matter indifferent, is treating

important Stations, as if they were merely lucrative; and the

men, who confider them in no other light, do indeed a6l up to

their opinion, when they obviate Comparifons invidious to them,

by propagating this Dodrine of Indifference.

I hope you will not be difcouraged by fuch an objedlon, from

fuch a quarter. Your Independency is fufficiently known, and

you have a happy difpofition, which would make you as inde-

pendent, with a much inferior fortune. Being thus conftitu-

tionally qualified for the public Service, I wifh you honourably

called to it, in conjundtion with your Friends. Your Condudl

in Office will fliew, as theirs has fliewn, that the Public is fafe

in your hands and theirs, for Power and Places are not tempta-

tions to you and them, to contribute towards a Change of the

Conftitution.

We hear frequent Lamentations concerning the divided State

of the Nation. Some ingenious men are quite pathetic on the

Subjedt. You may chance to be melted by Complaints, of the

Cruelty of involving an amiable young Prince in trouble and

diftradion, during the Infancy of his Reign. You may hear

of the Anarchy, to which popular Difcontents may lead, and

to inforce thefe Terrors, you may be perfonally alarmed with

the
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the Dangers of Anarchy to every man, who has either Property

or domeftic Happinefs to lofe.

I have heard many florid things of this kind fald, but mufl:

acknowledge myfelf to have heard them with a callous Indiffe-

rence, knowing how grofsly they are mifapplied, and how com-

mon it is to deprecate Oppofition, by the fame fort of Pleas,

in a different fl:ate of things. Suppofing his Majefty were far

advanced in years, as we hope and wifh he may live to be, would

not Expoflulations of the fame kind avail his then miniftry ?

" Confider, they would fay, the venerable Age of our So-

** vereign. Will you plant thorns upon his Pillow, and deny

** him the Repofe, which the meaneft of his Subjeds may fe-

*' curcly enjoy at the Eve of Life r"

Or, fuppofing his Majefty were arrived at a middle Age, bleft

with Health and Vigour, then an Oppofition might be told j

* What ! would you weaken the hands of your Sovereign, in

*' the fullnefs of his Manhood, in the proper Seafon for

" Counfel and Adtion, and bring down upon him the Cares and

" Sorrows of Age, which are always but too attendant upon

" a Crown, without the aid of a declared Oppofition to public

" Meafuresr"

You fee, that this Argument will fuit every part of his Ma-
jefty's Life, and every Oppofition againft his Minillers. It is

therefore an exceptionable Argument, and it is particularly ex-

ceptionable in this Country, where the Conftitution diftinguiflies

between
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between the King and his Minifters, and fuppofes no Oppofition

to public Mealures to be an Oppofition to the Crown. It

would be quite impertinent in me, to give you Aflurances of the

Affedlion and Zeal of your Friends for his prefent Majefty. If

you knew it lefs perfedlly than you do, yet you might be fuffi-

ciently aflured of it, from the Nature and Manner of their Op-

pofition to the prefent Minifters.

Indeed, I bluih at the Proftitutions, which I hear repeatedly

made of the King's name. It is not only urged, as a logical and

political Argument for the merits of his Servants, but it is inforced

upon us as a moral Argument for pafTive Obedience to Them. No

Libeller can infult or hurt his Majefty more fenfibly, than

fuch Advocates ; and, if it be true, that his great Name has

been made ufe of in a premature Canvafs for an Eled:ion, which

we hope is diftant, and which, from the nature of it, as well

as from the Charadler of the Eledlors, fliould be particularly

independent and free, I fhall want Words, to defcribe, with

Safety, the Nature and Extent of fo high a Crime and Mifde-

meanor.

The Argument drawn from the dangers of Anarchy, to lliew

the mifchievous tendency of your Aflociation, is likewife one of

thofe Arguments, which may be applied, with equal Propriety,

to different times. In the Reign of Charles the Second, we

may fuppofe the public Difcontents to have been louder, than

they now are. He had favourite points to carry, and he had

Inftruments, who would ftick at nothing to carry them for him.

Might not his Advocates, and probably they did, attempt to dif-

grace
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grace the Oppofitlon of that tune, by every pofllble Mirrepre-

fentation ; and, among the reft, by foreboding Anarchy to the

Nation, as a natural confequence of a ftrong Oppofition to

Power ?

An Argument, which proves too much, is ill adapted to the

point, which it is intended to prove ; and I have too good an

opinion of your UnderRanding, to imagine you capable of being

deterred from the Caufe of your Country, by the meer Bugbear

of Anarchy, which feems, if I have any Skill in Prognoftication,

to be at a much greater diftance from us, than its oppofite Ex-

treme, which I hope is at a very great diftance from us. I know

all the dangers and demerits of Licentioufnefs, and am not afraid

of any Confequence, which may be drawn from confefling them j

for I know, that your Friends and you are not licentious.

But ftill your Meeting is called a Conjp'iracy, and, I doubt

not, that there are learned Gentlemen,- who may pronounce it

illegal. They would be puzzled indeed, to fix any Illegality

upon the natural Adls of Eating and Drinking; but may there

not be found fomc Book of Reports, from which a Diftindion

may be drawn, between thofe Adls themfclves and the Intention,

with which they are performed? Quo animo is it, that you

dine at Wildman's ? Take heed ; there are Sages, who may

difcover a Plot in the very nature and quality of your Food.

But when I confider your Numbers, as well as your Charac-

ters, I cannot think you ferioufly alarmed at this Charge. Con-

fpiracies are formed and conduced in Clofets and Cabinets.

D Your
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Your Meeting is in the Eye of the World. The End and De-

fign of it is well underftood, and you may fecurely defy the

Vigilance of Spies, as well as the forward Adtivity of Profe-

cutors.

Yet upon thefe feveral Charges, futile as they are, it is pof-

fible, you may hear fome indired Menaces grounded. Your

Fortune cannot be threatened. You never had a Place to lofe,

clfe I might venture, without DifrefpciSl to you, to affirm, that

you would have loft it long fince. But your Character may be

attacked various ways.

You may be told, " that it is always imprudent Co provoke

powerful Enemies ; that the Credit of your Underftanding has

fuffered enough already, by your Refufal of the Offers, which

have been made you, it being quite ridiculous, not to embrace,

upon any terms, an advantageous Offer." But the world being

at prefent divided in opinion on that fubjeft, you may, perhaps,

furvive the Charge of Folly and Stupidity.

There is another way of affedling you more fenfibly, by

fearching for fome Flaw in your Morals. How are you fure,

that a keen and adlivc Enemy, whofe Intereft may fuffer by

your Condudt, or be promoted by your Ruin, may not detedl

fomething, which you might wifh to conceal, and that open

Profligates may not triumph in the Difcovery, that there was,

perhaps, an hour of your Life, in which you were not perfectly

virtuous ? This is only a pofTible Danger, for I do not gather it

from any thing, that has hitherto happened -, but I may fairly

pre^
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prefame It from your known Oppofitlon to feme Men, whofe

Talents qualify them mofl for that fpecies of War, for which

an honeft and generous Enemy is unprepared.

However, I would not have you be alarmed even at this Danger.

Your Reputation will fubfilt upon your general Charader, and

if you have had your Foibles, you have relinquiflied them. I

wifti every man could truly boaft: as much, and demonftrate it

by fomething more folid than an occafional afTumcd Sandity of

Countenance.

Thus the Dangers before you are of a very trifling nature,

and you will find them amply compenfated by the comfortable

Confideration of the many dangers of a different kind, which

you have efcaped, by the Confiftency and Uniformity of your

Conduct.

You will not have the trouble of embarraffing yourfelf and the

Company you keep, with difagreeable Apologies, which always

leave an ImprefTion of fomething wrong. You would have

made thofe Apologies with the Eagernefs of an uneafy, agitated

mind, and mi^ht have been expofed to the frequent Mortifica-

tion of feeing your moft valuable Friends receive them with a

filent Coldnefs.

You have not changed your Principles, nor deferted your Fa-

mily, nor deceived your Benefaftors and Friends. Look about

among the Men, whom you oppofe, and you will find very few,

who can lay their hands upon their hearts, and fay as much for

them-



( i6 )

themfelves. You are engaged with the fame Friends, in the

fame Caufe, and reft youi tixpedlation of Succefs upon the moft

honourable ground, the Gooanefs of your Caufe.

What a Labyrinth of Sclf-ccntradi(5>ions, PaUiatlons, Subter-

fuges, Evafions and Fallacies do you efcape ! The times have un-

happily produced all thefe from Perfons, who would have pafled

through life with Credit, had it not been their misfortune to

furvive a day of trial.

It is, in the next place, no fmall Confolation to you, that you

keep better Company, than you would have kept, under a diffe-

rent Condudl. I mean not with refpedt, either to their Rank, or

their private Charadlers, for they appear to me only as public

men ; and it is your happinefs to converfe with better public

men j with men, whofe Condudl you are not obliged to defend,

becaufe it needs no Apology ; with men, who love you, not for

the hard Service, of ading in defiance of yourfelf, upon the hard

terms of perfifting in the Approbation and Support of more and

more hard Services of the fame kind, but for the gallant Sacri-

fice of an immediate Intereft of your own to your Ideas of ge-

neral good, and to your Attachment to the Friends, whofe Zeal

for general good is known and attefted by Millions.

But Converfation with the Gentlemen of that fide would have

been only a tranfient difficulty. The Dullnefs of fome might

have compenfated for the Profligacy of others. There is fome-

thing much more fl:iocking to an ingenuous Pride like your's, in

a Connedtion with Men, who would have left you not a Tafle

of the moft valuable fort of Liberty.

You



( 17 )

You know, with how much Violence they have proceeded

•againft Perfons. who have dared to differ from them in Opmiou

or Aaion. Indeed it was aftoniOiing to fee, how patiently this

was borne by other men. who flood in like manner expofed to

their Power. It had more effeft, than pubUc Executions com-

monly have, for it deterred the reft from the like Exercife ol

Liberty.

Men are no longer proud of being Men, which they might

be upon very reafonable terms ; but they are proud of their

Luxuries and Oftentations, and in order to gratify this, they

ftifle the Emotions of a better Pride. They are content to

be KICKED in one place, provided they may have the fupreme

Delight of STRUTTING in another. The figure is rather coarfe,

than unnatural, for fome things have happened, very fimilar to

it, within all our Memories.

• I can eafily conceive, that your Continuance under fuch Cir-

cumftances would have beenyZ)or/, but I fliould have been forry

to have feen your mind contaminated by that fpurious Prudence,

without which you muft have fallen into immediate Difgrace.

Had you been weak enough, to give way at once to a felf-

evident Truth, you might have been an honeft, but you would

not have been an ufeful Man.

The plain Propofition, that two and two make four, notwith-

ftanding there is fomething like a Convidion upon moft minds

of the Truth of it,, muft not have been fo deeply imprefled up-

on your's, as to refift occafional Confiderations of Prudence.

E Very
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Very few would in diredl terms oppofe it, but, it it came from

the Club in Albemarle Street, Reafons might be alledged, why

it fhould not be abruptly affented to, and fome fpecious Argu

-

ments might be brought by thofe Knaves in dilguife, called

Candid men, to prove it better for the good of the whole, that

fuch a Propofition fhould be left untouched.

If you had been prevailed upon, to become thus prudentially

indifferent to the cleareft Truths, the Lofs of your Charadler

could not have been concealed, without diverting the Attention

of the world to your former Friends, by fome Afperfion of their

Charadlers, in the way of Invedlive or Ridicule. Had you been

above fuch an Expedient for your own fake, yet it might have

been expedled from you, for the benefit of a Caufe, which needs

fuch Methods of Support.
;

Is there a Man, who has eminently diftingulflied himfelf by

Services, which can never be forgotten, and has he been as in-

traftable, as very great and honell Men commonly are, you

might have had the hard tafk impofed upon you, of undervalu-

ing his Services, againftyour own Opinion, and againft the Senfe

of almoft all the habitable part of the Globe.

You muft have magnified thcExpence, at which his Services were

conducted J you muft have regretted the Unanimity, which plunged

us into fo enormous an Expence; you muft have drawn a Veil over

the Glories of your Country, and have infcribed on that Veil the

State of the Account, by which it might appear, with all the

precifion of Arithmetic, that every Subjedl of Great Britain is

perhaps five Pounds the poorer for the Honour of his Country,

and
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and the fplendid Pre-eminence of the Britifli name over the Face

of the Earth.

Is there another Man, who carries his Notions of public Li-

berty as far, as the Conftitution of this Kingdom will permit

tliem to be carried, and has the Courage to affcrt, in his judicial

Capacity, that a Freeman is not a Slave ; and have the People in

general raHily applauded fo bold a Declaration : it would, have

been your hard Lot, to fupprefs your inward Approbation of the

Man, and to concur in any little Endeavours to cenfure his Con-

duit You muft have imputed it all to foreign Motives, fuch as

a Faaious Spirit, or a vain defire of Popularity, and ycu muft

perhaps have gone fo far, as to have pointed him out, as a Black

Man, whom it is the concern of every Briton as weH as Roman

to fliun.

This painful Drudgery, which would have been impofed up-

on you, of thus labouring to fully the brightcft Charaders, would

have been aggravated by the cruel neceffity, of unfaying all that

you have formerly faid ; of hearing your former Friends either

pkafant or jrrave upon the fubjed of your Inconfiftency ;
and of

gradually fneaking from the acquaintance of Perfons, whofe Inte-

grity of Condudt mufl have excluded them from your Friend-

fliip.

Could the Tyrants of Sicily have infliaed greater Torments

upon a good Mind, than thefe ? It is cvafive to fay, that they

would not have been inflidted upon you. They vvould not have

been inflided upon you by any written Law, or perhaps by any

verbal
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verbal Dlreftions ; but you would have found by the degrees of

Confidence, with which you would have been treated, the diffe-

rence between keeping your private Friendfliips facred, and free-

ly facrificing them to the Will and Pleafure of the Men, to

whom you had devoted your public Condud.

I almoft tremble at the mere Imagination of feeing you Inlift-

ed under fuch Banners, and congratulate you upon the Spirit,

with which you have difdained to aft againft your Opinion, a-

gainft your Friends, and againft your Country. I am far from

infinuating, that every Individual of the Party you oppofe pro-

ceeds to the moft odious Extremities. They are not all eloquent,

nor all under an equal neceffity to rufli into the hotteft

Services. Nor would I be thought to cenfure the Condud of

any Perfons in Affemblies, to which I do not belong. My Ob-

fjrvations extend no farther, than to the men, whom I have oc-

cafionally feen and heard in mixt Companies, where I have, at

a fingle view, difcerned the fide, to which every man was en-

gaged, from the real Honefty, or the prudential Subtlety, or the

affedted Candour, or the avowed Profligacy of his Converfation.

But after all the Encouragements I have given you, one

difficulty ftill remains, in which your Adverfaries feem to

triumph. They tell you, thai your Succefs is very improbable,

and that you will be divided amongft yourfelves, whilft their

hands are ftrong and united. It feems very ftrange to affirm,

that men, who have but one difinterefted point in view. Public

Good, approach more naturally to Difcord, than Men, who have

much Spoil in their hands, and are faid to be rather rapacious.

But
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But their hopes of your Divifion are at length defeated ; you have

convid:ed them of an Error in Judgment, by your prefent Aflb-

ciation, and if you wait with very little patience, they will fi-

tisfy you, where the genuine Seeds of Difcord lie.

How long you may be obliged to keep up your Oppofition

and Vigilance, is not eafy either for you or them to forefce; but

I may flatter you with a certainty of Succefs, when I look back

at what has happened to an AfTociation, neither fo ftrong in

Numbers, nor fo refpedlable in Characters, nor fo laudable in its

Objedt. You have feen a Body of Gentlemen, profctUng a Prin-

ciple quite out of date, treated by the reft of the world as mere

Humourifts, deferted by almofl: every Member of their Society,

who had Talents to recommend him elfewhere, yet fubfifting in

a Body for a long Courfe of years, by the mere Dint of pertina-

cioufly adhering to their firfl; Principle ; and at laft accomplifli-

ing almoft all they wifhed, and, which is wonderful, accommo-

dating their obfolete Principle itfelf to a different Objedl, and to

modern times.

You cannot do all, that they have done, but you may be

taught by them, who have been fuch experienced Oppofers, to

carry your Point, by Union and Perseverance. You may

be alfo taught by them, to expofe yourfelves to the Power of

your Enemies, as feldom as pofTible. There was fomething in

the nature of their Principle, which rendered them fufpicious; but

they have had the Caution to evade Profecutions, and the luck to

outlive all fufpicion ; and are now fallen into times, when their Opi-

F nions.
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xjlons, which were heretofore thought abfurd at beft, have af-

fumed the Air of Law, and good fenfe, and even of Merit.

Is it poffible, that the Principles, upon which you a£l, which

you dare avow, which no Man dares very openly to contradicfl,

fliould be for ever under a Cloud ? It would baffle all Hiftory

and Experience, and all Speculation about the natural tendency

of Truth and Right to prevail. Appearances will fometimes

contradift all thefe, but you know, that even They are not quite

advcrfc to you, for you may obferve, upon all Occafions, One

Appearance, which will more than counterbalance the Exulta-

tion of your Enemies. They glory in ftanding upon their Pre-

cipice fomewhat longer, than Nature intended they fliould. It is

your Comfort, that you fland upon firm Ground, fupported by

the Conftitution of your Country, and by the difinterefted Ap-

probation and warmeft Wifhes, of a greater Majority of your

Fellow Subjects, than ever interefled themfelves in the Caufe of

any Party.

/ am, (3c.

FINIS.














