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LETTER, &c:.

THE many ftrange Inventions,

and furprizing Falfhoods,which

have been of late advanced, and moft

improperly afferted, even in Publick,

and which have moreover been propa-

gated and difperfed through the whole

Kingdom, with the greatefl Induftry,

in the moft fcandalous Libels that

were ever publiflied, have fo affected

the Minds of all Ranks of People in

A this Nation, unhappy, only as they are

mifled, and have raifed fuch a Fer-

ment among them, and fo pofleiTed

them with fuch groundlefs Prejudices,

Fears, and Jealoufies, that fhould a

Man, out of a real Love to his Coun-
try, endeavour to redlify and quiet

their Minds, tho' he w^re to be in-

X fpired, and to write with the Pen and

->Wifdom of Solomon. I much fear,

^ there are too many who would not

vouchfafe, and fome v/ho would not

B 2 venture
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venture to read ; and therefore it is the

unprejudiced I chiefly write to, ho-

ping, by the fhort, plain, but true.

Account I fhall here give, of the prin-

cipal Tranfadions of the prefent

Times, I fhall be able to clear up any

DoubtSj or Difficulties, which from

many grofs Mifreprefentations, and

ialfe Reports, may have been raifed in

their Minds ; and not altogether di-

fpairing, but that it may yet be of

fome Ufe, even to thofe who are moft

heated, when they fhall come to re-

turn to the Ufe of their Reafon.

The firft Affair on which a Cla-

mour arofe, was the Conduct of Mr.

J s N /. To enter into

a Detail of this whole Matter, would
take up more Time than it would be

neceffary to fpend in this Paper, as the

Examination of it is fo recent, and was

fo publick, and the Whole may be

feen in the Journals and Refolutions

of the H—e of C s ; all I fhall

fay is, that after as ftridl and folemn

a Scrutiny as ever was made, it was

not
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not found that he was guilty of the

leaft diflioneft, fraudulent Adl, (and if

he had, 1 believe, even thofe who were

moft zealous againfl him, will not

fay that it would have been either

paffed by, concealed, or even pallia-

ted it was only found, that he had

not as much Knowledge of the Bufi-

nefs he undertook, as he ought to

have had ; that he was impofed upon

by the Perfons he employed under

him; and, that he had not complied

with the Orders and Refolutions of

the H— e, in the preceding S s,

and for this laft Offence he was ex-

pelled theH— e, which, I have heard,

is a Thing entirely new, and without

any former fimilar Precedent; not

that I am urging that Parliaments are

to be governed by Precedents in their

Proceedings, and efpeciall/ in extra-

ordinary Cafes :-—They are the grand

Inqueft of the Nation.

The next Matter that came in Que-
ftion, and into high Debate, was the

Bill for paying off the national Debt,

B 3 and
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and on this alfo, a prodigious Cla-

mour arofe, becaufe it was infert-

ed therein, that his Majesty
HAD SIGNIFIED THAT He WUULD
Consent thereto; and no Pains

were fpared to reprefent this, upon

all Occafions, as an Innovation, as a

Court Tricky as a Defign to give the

Crown a new Prerogative, and to fix

a Right in the King to draw out every

Six-pence of Money in the Treafury,

whenfoever he pleafed without being

in any Sort accountable for it, and to

ruin the Nation. But, I hope, I (! all

be able to Ihew, in a very few Words,

how groundlefs, and how falfe, thefe

Reports, and ftrange Infinuations are,

if Men v/ill but ufe their Reafon, or

believe their enfes.

That his Majefty has a private E~
Rate in this Kingdom, in Right of his

Crown was admitted, even by fome
of the moft knowing, and mofi: fan-

guine, of thofe in the late Oppolition

;

and there can be no Doubt, but that

he has a large and cpnfiderable here-

ditary
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ditary Eftate in Ireland^ unappropria-

ted, and which, as a Royal Honour-
able Truftee, he may difpofe of, for

the Ufes of Government in general,

according to his own Difcretion, and

which by a Pamphlet lately publifh-

ed, entitled, An Account offuch Parts

of his Majejiys hereditary Reve?2ue in

the Kingdom of Ireland, as are unap-

propriated^ Sec. 2d Edit, appears to

amount about ^i 20,864 yearly; but

were this private, unappropriated Pro-

perty, but ^5,000 a Year, or any o-

ther Sum, and that the Crown hath

for many Years, and whilft this King-

dom was in its Infancy, as to Trade
and Manufadures, by an A61 of Boun-

ty and of the greateft Grace and Fa-

vour, fuffered it, and ftill fuffers it,

to be applied, in Aid of the appropri-

ated Revenues, in defraying the pub-
lick Charges and Expences of the State

and Government, and to pay the na-

tional Debt, it will ferve the Purpofe

of my Argument, to fhew, that it is

but fair and reafonable that his Maje-

B 4 fty's
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fty's Confent fhould be had to the

difpofal oF any Redundancy, that may
have arifen upon the Whole, and will

make the late Oppofition appear as

improper, as I fear, it was not fufS-

ciently confidered. In the Cafe of a

private Perfon, (as hath been already

mentioned) if I am in Patnerfhip with

feveral others, will any Man fay that

they have a Rig^t, without my Con-

fent, to difpofe of, or give away, any

Part of the common aggregate Fund ?

And fhall our gracious, bounteous,

good Sovereign, be in a worfe Condi-

tion, as to his Rights, than the loweft

of his Subjeds ?

As to its being an Innovation, I

hope the contrary is too well known,

to be infifted on; and that fimilar

Precedents are npt wanting, both in

Encrland and in this Kingdom, may
appear by a Pamphlet lately publifh-

ed, entitled-^ Conftderations on the

Money Bill. Nav, in the very laft

Seffions, a Bill was paffed in this

Kingdom, in the very fame Manner,

and
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and with the fame Words in it, which

are now . bjedled to, and this un-

noticed, and unoppofed even by thofe

who were moft violent againft the

fame Bill in this Seffions ; and yet to

fhew how ftrangely the People are led

aftray, and how grofly they are im-

pofed upon, it was infinuated, nay, it

was induftrioufly reported everywhere,

and affirmed, that it was oppofed,

but that Promifes had been made, and

AfTurances given, that if it was but

fuiJered to pafs at that Time, it fhould

never be again attempted, or any Pre-

cedent made of it : But, if fuch Af-

furances, and fuch Promifes, were

really made and given, why were

they not proved, when they were de-

nied in the moft publick Manner by

thofe who were charged with them,

and in the Prefence of thofe o whom
it was faid they were made and given ?

Did not their Silence upon this Occa-

fion, when called upon, prove to a

Demon ftration, (as the Truth is) that

fuch Reports were as fa!fe, as they

were
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were difingenuous ? But, if Men will

neither ufe their Reafon^ or their

Judgment ; if they wil! neither fee

with their Eyes, nor hear with their

Ears, they are not to be convinced,

though the Confirmations were as

Jl: ong as Proofs of Holy Writ,

Now, as to its being a Court Trick,

or a Defign to give the Crown a new
Prerogative, or a Right that it had

not before, and to ruin the Nation,

(nay, much harfher Language, and

Terms far more feverc, were men-
tioned upon this Occafion^ than I care

to repeat, and which, I could wifh,

were to fleep in eternal Oblivion,) let

them but conlider, that by the very

immediate following Words, his Ma-
jcftv " recommends to the Parliament,

" the Application of the Money, to

^' the Payment of the National Debt,

" or fuch Part thereof as fhould be
'^ thought expedient by Parliament."

And fure, if he had the leaft Share in

the aggregate Fund, he had a Right

that his Confent fhould be had to the

Difpofal
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Difpofal of it ; and nothing was more
fair and reafonable. And therefore,

if he had this Right before, (which I

believe cannot be doubted, if it be ad-

mitted that he had any private Eftate

in this Kingdom, be it ever fo fmall.)

this Confent being inferted in the AS:,

though it may in fome Sort ferve to

explain or manifeft his Right, it never

can from any Deduction of Reafon,

be conftrued to create a Right ; and I

believe no Church of R^t^land Man
will deny, but that the Rights and

Prerogatives of the Crown, are to be

held as facred and inviolable, as the

Rights and Privileges of the People.

But, befides, have not the moft

folemn Affurances been given, and in

the moft publick Manner, and by

thofe, who, it muft be prefumed,

from their Situations and Stations in

Life, muft be no Strangers to his Ma-
jefty's Royal Intentions, and who, it

cannot reafonably be conceived, would^

in his facred Name, affirm any Thing

in th^ leaft contrary to the ftridleft

Truthj
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Truth, that his Majefty had no Defign

in inferting thefe Words, to the Pre-

judice of the King4om, or his People,

but to preferve that Right which

was, and is as much his, as it is the

Right of every pri\'ate Man in his

Dominions that his Confent fhould be

had to the Difpofal of any Part of a

common Fund in which he has a

Share ; and, if ever the Royal Word
of a King was to be believed, 1 think

our gracious Sovereign has an eminent

Right to our greateft Confidence : He
has now reigned over us near Twenty-

feven Years, and may he reign for

many more ; and can the meaneft of

his Subjects in the whole Courfe of

his glorious Reign, charge him with

any Adl which in the leafl: favoured

of Breach of Contradl, of Tyranny,

Oppreffion^ or Wrong ? And in all

his Dominions, he has not Subjects

who have fhewn themfelves more fen-

fible of his kind Protedion, and the

many Bleffings they enjoy under his

auipicious Reign, than his faithful

People
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People of Ireland. May God pre-

ferve them from the Artifices of their

Enemies, and from ever being mifled

by them, from a true Senfe of the in-

eftimable Benefits they daily receive

from the gentle Hand that rules them

!

Let us confider, that in the prefent,

unhappy, groundlefs Difputes, Protef-

tants are divided againft Proteftants
;

nay, even we of the eftabliflied

Church are in Enmity together :

Now, though I am far from being fo

uncharitable as to believe, that a Re-
ligion fo gentle, fo indulgent, and fo

kind, as we from our Principles are

taught to be, and as we always have

been to every other Religion whatfo-

ever, can be furrounded with fuch

Numbers (as Incendiaries would infi-

nuate) who are not as much our

Friends as we deferve, not only among
thofe who are of a different Perfua-

fion, but even among the other Se6ls

of the reformed Religion
; yet, I be-

lieve it muft be allowed on all Hands,

that a Houfe divided againft itfelf can

never
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never poflibly ftand, and that we (as

all other Religions do) (hould live to-

gether in Unity and Love ; that it is

agreeable to all the Rules of Policy

and Prudence that we fliould do fo,

and not leflen our own Strength, by^

fuch ftrange Divifions as have of late

arifen among us, without the leaft

Colour of a real Foundation,

Have not his Majefty's faithful,

loyal Subjeds of Irelajid^ always hi-

therto gloried in convincing him, that

he has not in any of his Dominions,

more faithful and more loyal Sub-

jects ? And fhall any of us now fuffer

ourfclvcs to be led away by the Arti-

fices of felf-interefted or dilTatisfied

Men, to give our good and gracious

Sovereign the leaft Room to Queftion

our Attachments to him, or to doubt

of our Sincerity.

A certain late Author, called,

j^ntho?iy Litton^ or tlie C'jrk Sui'geon^

in his firft Number of his Antidote

againjl the Dublin Apothecary s Poi-

fo?j^ Page I J , fays, ' • that a feditious

" Ma^



** Man cannot be a good Subject."

And further, fays he, fpeaking of the

People of h^eland^ in a Sort of Fer-

vency pecuHar to his Manner of Wri-

ting, " Who then are the Favourites

" to the King and People oiEngland?
" We flirely ftand foremoft in the

" Lift. Let us hold this Favour by
*^ deferving it ; and then we fhall

" difcourage all treafonable or fedi-

" tious Practices, and fpurn at all

'^ Fomentors of Difcord and Divilion

" amongft us." How then has this

greatGenius fince adled ? or has he fince

wrote in any ^ort in Contradidion to

thefe juft and glorious Tenets ? Again,

fays he, in Page 7 of the fecond Num-
ber, " We have, by our wife Sub-
" miffion, convinced Engla?id that

*' we are her Children, and look

upon her with the refpedful Eye
of her own Offspring \ and by this

becoming Carriage, have won to

us her Affedlion, and fhe takes

" Pleafure in nouriihing, ftrengthen-

" i ng, and enriching us. When any
" little
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*' little Difcontent has arifen, which

might interrupt that Affedion, fo

neceflary indeed to the well-being
'' of bothj but infeparable from ours,

'' the Prince and his Minifters have
" ever interpofed, and ufed their good
*' Offices, to prevent a Breach being
" made, which would be hurtful to

" Engla7id^ but ruinous to us. And
" whoever attempts to weaken the
^' Powxr of that Mediation, cuts away
'' our Sheet-Anchor, and leaves us

" expofed to the Mercy of furious

" Storms, and a turbulent Sea, and
" the Danger of being dafhed to Pie-

" ces upon Rocks. Yet this does

this vile Incendiary, by provoking

the People of E?igla?2d wantonly

and unneceffarily, in difputing a

Sovereignty which tliey are in Pof-

" feffion of, and able to hold, and
'* doubtlefs refolved fo to do, and
" fetting up an Intereft in their King
" diftind: from that of Britain ;

'•' Caufe, of itfelf, fufficient to under-

mine the Authority of the King
" and

(C



*^ and his Minifters, if they could be
^' perfuaded to be Parties in fuch an
^^ abfurd Scheme.— But his are not
'^ the Principles of Irijh Proteftants.

—And to convince my Country-

men that they ou^ht not to be, I

will fhew them the Abfurdity, and

the Danger of them, and the Be^

nefit we receive from our Depen-

dancy on England'^ and the infi-

nite Lofs, nay, the total Ruin that

muft follow an Independancy, fuch
*' as Charles Lucas would eftablifh.

—

^' But that which is worfe even than

this pernicious Do6lrine, if any

Thing can be worfe, is the abufive,

fcurrilous, provoking Manner, in

which he treats not only his main

Subjecl, but even every Thing that

relates to R7igla?id^ which no Words
can exprefs but his own."

And again, in Page 8, he fays.

That his prefent Majefty's Reign is

'* a Seafon in which there have been
" fome of the greatefl J*:tatefmen that

Engla?id^ or any other Country^

C '' ever

(.C

ii
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" ever produced ; and Viceroys of

" this Kingdom, by whom we have

" been promifed from the Throne,
" that we fhould be reprefented to

" his Majefty, at their Return to his

'' Royal Prefence, in the Manner we
" deferved ; and thofc of them who
" returned to us, affured us, they ex-

" ecuted what they promifed. In-

^' deed, we are convinced they did
^' not deceive us ; for we feel the Be-
" nefit of our King's thoroughly
" knowing the true State and Condi-
" tion of this Country. What elfe

" could induce his Majefty to give

" his Royal Bounty to the Incorpo-

" rated Society y or that uncommon
*' Inftance of his Generoftty, and fa-

" vour to the Dubli?2 Society ? Thefe
^' are illuftrious Proofs that the

'* Throne is furrounded by our
'' Friends ; who, though they are

" called Enemies, fierce and infatia-

^' ble Ravagers, nay, worfe than Step-

" Fathers, are too good to fuffer their

" private Refentment, for the ill

'' Manners,
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^' Manners, Falfhood and Virulence,

" of one fadlious Citizen, to fmother
" their Benevolence to a grateful Na-
« tion."

There are many other Matters in

the feven Numbers of thefe Papers,

which would be too tedious to fet

down at prefent, therefore I fhall re-

fer my Readers to the perufal of them.

—Now, that a Perfon, who has wrote

fo excellently well, and with fuch

Truth and Juftice, on fo interefting a

Subjedl, fhould be capable (as has

been publickly infinuated) of attempt-

ing to inflame the verv fame People,

in fo fhort a Time, with any Senti-

ments in the leaft contrary to any of

thefe ; or have any Hand in the

ftrange Productions, which are daily

publifhed in this City fo contradicto-

ry, and fo much oppofite to many of

the Matters I have here quoted, and

the manv former Writings of this ex-

cellent Author, I cannot be brought

to think, that there is upon the Face

of the Earth, a Man of fuch extraor-

C 2 dinary
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dinary Abilities, with a Heart fo dif-

ingenuous, and fo abandoned a Pen.

1 here is nothing more true, than

that we owe many of the Bleffings

which we now enjoy, to the f iendly,

kind, and gracious Mediations of feve-

ral Viceroys, with whofe Prefence his

Majefty has been pleafed to honour us;

but the greateft Bleffing which this

fame Author hath mentioned in his

fecond Number, was pijured upon us

in the Adminiftration, and through

the Mediation and favourable Interpo-

fition of that Nobleman who is our

prefent Governor. I mean his Maje-

fty 's Royal Charter for Incorpora-

ting the Society for promoting Englijh

Proteftant Working chools, in Ire-

land
'y

and at the fame Time his

Grace gave a handfome Bounty to the

Society. And if 1 miftake not, his

Majefly alfo, in a Time of the pre-

fent Adminiftration, fhewed fome
Grace and Favour to the Dubli?i o-

ciety, for which, and for all his o'her

Bounties, I hope we (hall always fhew

ourfelves
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ourfelves a grateful People ; and that

we are worthy of the ineftimable Be-

nefits of fo great, fo generous, and fo

good a King and Benefactor, and fo

kind and friendly a Governor and

Mediator, and not fuffer ourfelves to

be mifled, by thofe who have been

moft induftrious to deceive us, nor let

the infedlious Breath of every fcurri-

lous, poifoncd Libeller, unjuftly blaft

the fair Repute of well known, ho-

neft, virtuous Men.

But to return, what is ftill more

aftonifhing, no Man is to make any

ufe of either the Reafon, or the Judg-

ment he is Mafter of, and if upon a-

ny Occafion he difFers in Opinion

with the Oppofition, or votes contra-

ry to their Didates, let them appear

to him never fo abfurd or falfe, he is

inftantly declared an Enemy to his

Country, has been bribed with Pre-

ferments, corrupted by Penfions, or

amufed with Promifes ; nay, I have

alfo heard, that the open friendly

Speeches, which Men have made in a

general
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general Way, over their Cups, when
their Hearts have flowed with Love

and Kindnefs to each other, have

been laid hold upon, and conftrued

into party Promifes (ever improper to

be made, and as improper to be ac-

cepted of, or inflfted upon) Promifes,

of which the honeft, open hearted

Man, had never harboured the leaft

Thought, nay, which are relative to

Matters, which were not even under

Contemplation at the Time.—If this

be true, is it not contrary to all the

Rules of Honour, Hofpitality and So-

ciablenefs ?

Then, it is faid, that an extraordi-

nary and fuperior Virtue has been

fhewn by many, in the Refufal of

Bribes; fuch Virtue, as was worthy

of a FabiuSy a Decius^ or a Cincinna-

tus\ but why were not all thefe Of-r

fers and Temptations proved, when in

the Prefence of thofe to whom it was

faid they were made, and of the whole

Nation, thefe noble minded, virtuous

Souls were called upon? I will ven-

ture
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ture to fay, that could it have been

proved, it would have been gloried in.

And then to terrify all thofe, who
have ventured in this Tempeft, to con-

fult their Judgments, there are the

moft furprizing and unprecedented

Declarations publifhed every Day, as

if fent from feveral Counties and Cor-

porations in the Kingdom, threat-

ning to return none but thofe who,

right or wrong, fhall vote againft the

Court, and all its Schemes, as it is

termed ; for this is the Language, and

the true Senfe of all thefe virulent

Papers. If this be Liberty, it is Li-

berty to be chained to a Galley, to

work at an Oar, for the Slavery of

the Body is a State of Eafe and Hap-
pinefs to a Reftraint on the Mind

;

and in this Condition muff every fu-

ture Reprefentative be, who is to be

denied the Ufe of either Reafon, Will,

or Judgment.

I believe I may with great Safety

fay, that there never was a Matter

bebated in our H— e of C s, of

greater
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greater, real DifEculty, and of fuch

Importance, as was the laft Queftion,

the underftanding of it depended upon

a thorough Knowledge of the Confti-

tution, and the feveraJ Revenues of

this Kingdom, which, I am forry to

fay, but few here make it their Bufi-

nefs, in any Sort, to be acquainted

with. It is otherwife in England \

for, I do beHeve, that feveral of the

youngeft Men in ParHament there, are

equal in Wifdom even to any of the

renowned Senate of Rome ; and yet, I

fhould be forry to think, that any

Man on either Side of the Queftion,

was not inftrudled as fully as he could

be^ in the Nature and Knowledge of

that Queftion, which, on both Sides,

was allowed to be of the higheft Im-

portance that was ever brought before

their Houfe^ before he gave his Vote ;

for, by this Bill, the National Debt was

to be paid, and the National Credit

was in Queftion.

Of aft human Virtues, there is none

fo noble, and of fuch true Eftimation,

as
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as a fincere and real Love for their

Country; but If there be any un-

common or exemplary Punlfhment

in a future State, it muft be for that

Man, (if fuch there be) who, under

the Appearance of this heavenly Vir-

tue^ but from Ambition, or to ferve

his own private Ends, or from Dif^

fatisfailion or Difguft, or from any

wrong, improper, or unjuftifiable

Views, fhall inflame and diflurb the

Minds of an innocent People, by

Mifreprefentations^ and by fuch low,

fcandalous, falfe, and infamous Li-

bels, as are a Difgrace to human
Nature, many of which would even

make the moft abandoned blufh to

read ; and by alarming them with

the Fears of Evils which have no

Exiftence, and of which they never

would theml'elves have thought, to

the manifeft Prejudice of all Trade

and Induftry, befides filling the

Hearts of honeft Men with Burn-

ings, Jealoufies, and Rancour, to-

D wards
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wards each other^ and creating Dif-

ferences and Animofities between

the neareft Relations^ and moft inti-

mate Friends^ perhaps never to be

healed or eradicated, though in

Senfe and Reafon, there be not the

leaft Foundation for any of them.

—

Are not thefe Incendiaries anfwera-

ble for all the Confequences ? And
what Horrors muft they not feel on
this Occafion ? For no Man can de-

ceive himfelf, as to his real Views
and Motives in evety Thing he un-

dertakes 5 and be aflured, my FeU
low-SubjeSs, there cannot be a more
atrocious Crime, than to court a po-
pular Applaufe at the Expence of

Truth, and by mifleading the Peo-

ple.

I fhould be very forry, that there

fhould be any among us, whom no
Dcmonftration can fatisfy, nor Proof
convince. However, as there is not

any Thing which contributes more
to the Peace and Happinefs of every

Society,
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Society, than that there fliould be a

mutual, conftant Confidence and

Harmony between thofe who govern,

and thofe who are governed 5 and as

any Attempt to deftroy either the

one, or the other, of thefe moft ne-

ceffary Ingredients to the Prcferva-

tion of the Body Politick, muft tend

to the Dcftrudion of the Whole, I

do therefore entreat that my Fellow*

Subjedls will be moft cautious in

crediting any Reports of this Ten-
dency, without examining well the

Nature of them, and the Probability

of their being true ; and will alfo

confider, that there has been a very

recent Inftance, where, as heavy a

Charge on Government as could

have been fuggefted or invented, no

lefs than a Defign to ruin us, (as it

was termed) has been proved to have

been a grofs Miftake, and that, in

the moft publick Manner, even to a

Demonftration beyond the leaft Pof-

fibility of ContradicSlion or Doubt:
Da I mean
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I mein, that Story^ fo unjuftly raifed

in this Kingdom, and which fo long,

and fo ftnmgely gained {o general a

Credit, that an Attempt was made
by the Government here, in a Time
of the prefent Adminiftration, to

have the additional Duties continu-

ed for 21 Years, in order (as it has

been often faid, and long believed)

to render future Parliaments in this

Kingdom unneceflary, or at leafl: of

little ufe.— O^ unhappy Mortals !

that the Lot of human Nature hath

not fufficient in its Store of real E-
vils^ but that our Fancies muft be

fet at Work, to frame imaginary

one?.

The Removal of fome Perfons,

who had Employments and Penfions

from the Crown, has made a migh-

ty Noife in this Kingdom : Pray,

has not the fame Thing been of^en

done, without the leaft Alarm, in

another Kingdom, who, I believe,

think they have as much Liberty, as

we
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we can ever pretend to? Shall a

King, in this Cafe, be in a worfe

Condition than a Subje^)", who may,

without Offence to any other, dif^

mifs from his Service, and withdraw

his Bounty from any of his Servants,

or Dependants, who he lliall think

have forfeited his Favour, nay, who
have even quefl'ioned his Right to

the very Fund, from which his Boun-
ty flowed to them ?

Now, upon the Whole, I am in

Hopes^ that the prefent Flame,

which has been io llrangely blown
up, and which has too long, unhap-

pily, and unreafonably exifled, will

yet fubfide^ and Men return to the

Ufe and Exercife ot Reafon, and of

their own Judgments ; And certain

I am, if once they come to examine

cooly and difpaflionately, into the

feveral Matters of which 1 have here

treated, and fhall fee them in their

proper Colours, they will then find,

that Mr.N—/ has not been cenfured

for
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for any Thing, which might not have

happened to the befl"^ I will not fay

to the moft prudent, of Men. That

the B—1 which was thrown out this

S s, becaufe it was inferted

therein, tl^t his Majejly had conjent^

ed to the Application of the Money In

the Treafury to the Payment of the na

'

tlofjal Debt, was oppofed, not upon

account of the Matter of Right,

(for this, as I have faid before, was

admitted even by thofe who knew it

fceft, and were moft fanguine) but

becaufe it was thought by fome, to

be unneceflary, and improper. And
when honeft Men, who are at pre-

fent ignorant of thefe Matters of

Difficulty, and are, without any

Caufe, fo unreafonably difturbedj

ihall come to find that our unhappy

Difputes have been, not about Effen-

tials, but merely upon Forms and

Ceremonies, and which, had the

Confi-^quences been forefeen, would
not (I am inclined to believe) have

been
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been infifted upon, by Men of known
Integrity of Heart, and of fuch fu-

perior Abilities, as fome of the Ma-
jority, are on every Hand, allowed

to have ; and when my fellow Sub-

jefts fhall find, how greatly they

have been deceived, and how much
they have been mifled by fome, who
make It their daily Bufinefs, to en-

rage and inflame them ; and fliall

be fatisfied, that the fmalleft At-

tempt has not been made to injure

them, in the leaft Refpe&, as to

their Rights and Friviledges, they

will then be forry for their unreafon-

able Heats, and will abhor and de-

fpife the Authors of their groundlefs

Troubles, more than ever they re-

vered or honoured them. 'And

when our gracious Sovereign fhall

find, that bis Right was not really

in the leaft difputed, by thofe of the

Majority, who underftood it beft,

and that their Obje(9:ion was, only

to the Propriety of the Bill; and

that
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that feveral, from not underftand-

ing this Diftin6Hon^ have been mif-

led, and have erred in their Judg-
ments, I hope his Majefty will, out

of his wonted Grace and Goodnefs,

make Allowances for any Indifcre-

tions, which the beft of Subjects in

fuch Cafes, and from miftaken Cau-
fes^ might unknowingly, and un-

defignedly have committed ; and

confider that, the wijeft and the bejl

may Err.

Some QUERIES, humbly offered

to the Confideration of the Publick.

TS there any 'Thing in this World of
^ more i?2ejiimable real Value^ than

a good CharaSier ?

Is it not for the Benefit of Society^

that this Worth and Value fhould he

put upon the good Name of a Man^
and that Virtue Jhould ever be re-

vc7'ed ?

Can
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Can there then he a 7nore unpardon-

able Sin^ than unjujily^ without Foun-

dhtion^ or even without the fullejl

Proofs to take from a Man a Jewel of

fuch Precioufitefs a7td Value f

Would not he that is pojfejjed of it^

be rather robbed of all he is worthy 7iay

even of his Life f

What then do Libels and InveBives

do?
Are they not Stahs in the Dark ?

Wounds to the CharaEiers of Men^

whilft the Hand that gives them lies

concealed f

If they wound a virtuous Man^ is it

not an Injury to Society^ and worfe

than Murder to hi?n f And^ if theyfall

upon a vicious Perfon^ do they not ra-

ther provoke the Vice^ and rather har-

den^ than correEt the Ma7i f

Does 7iot true CorreBionJye in attack-

ing the Vices and the Follies of Men ?

Is it not Defamation to attack the

Perfon f

Does he who writes an Inve&ive^ or

'9 Libel againfl a Man, do it with a

E View
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View either to reform him^ or toferve

the Publick P Or does he not write it^ to

dijlurh the ^uiet^and dejiroy the Peace

cf another ?

Is it not againjl every Rule andDic^

tate of Religion^ Humanity^ and Cha-

rity^ either to write^ to print^ or to en-

courage a Libel f

Is it not the Golden Rule of Reli-

gion^ Virtue, and Morality, that Men
Jljould do unto others, as they isoould

they fhould do unto them P And does

he who writes a Libel, act accordi7tg to

this Rule f

Does he who writes a'^ainjl the Man,
and not againji his Crimes^ his Follies

^

or his Errors, ever prove more than

his own E?ivy, a?:d the others Superiori-

Will a7i evil hearted Libeller Jiick

at htve7itio7i, when he has not Truth to

tell f And if fo, what Character is

fafcf
Why fhould 7iot Truth lofe its Force

i7t a7t Invective, as it does in a Pane-

gyrick?

Can
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Can there befuch an evil Difpojition

in the Nature of Many as to believe

JEvilofhis Fellow-creatures rather than

Good ?

Are we not taught by our Reli^iofi^

and by everyLaw^ political^ a nd^ioraly

to beJubjervient to that Gove?^nment by

which we are protected ?

Would it not be a Sin of the blackefl

Dye^ to inflame the People without

Caufe^ but toferve private Purpofes j

a?id to teach them to defpife their Go-

vernors and Rulers ?

Should that happe7i to be the Cafe in

any State^ or Society^ would not Difobe-

dience to the Laws^ ofcourfe^ enfue^ and
the End be Confufion and Anarchy^ and
the total Rui?i of that Society P

Are ?iot private Co7ine&ionSy Mifre-

prefentationSy andfaIfe hifmuations as

to Matters of Gover?imenty as dange^

rous i7i a State as Bribe?y and Cor-

ruption are f

Does not the Peace and Happinefs^

nayy the very Being of every Society

y

depend upon a mutual Confidence and

Harmonyy
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Harmony^ between thofe who govern^

and thofe who are governed? And
ought any Attempt to be made to break^

or even in the leaji to interrupt this

neceffary Confidence and Harmony^ but

upon the Jlrongefi Certainty of a real

Caife for itf

Where Libels are wrote all on one

Side of the ^lueftion^ and none on thg

other ^ on which Side^ mufi reafonable^

unprejudiced Men conclude the Supe-

riority to be P

Woukl a?iy Nation^ or People^ have

it thought^ that their Opinion or EJleem^

could be cha?iged^ or in the leafi affeEi-

ed by the poifoned Breath of everyfcur-
rilous Libeller ?

Are Forms and Ceremonies worth

contendi7tgfor^ when Efjentials may be

hurted by the Contefi f

The E >{ D.
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