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A

LETTER^ ^c.

Jl ERHAPS, my Lord, an anfwer to your two

letters, from one who has rot heard what thofe

perfons whom you accufe have to fay for them-

felves, may in fome refpefts be better than any

anfwer that they can give; becaufe it muft arife

from what you have yourfelf faid, and not from

any affertions, the meaning of which may be

equivocal or doubtful.

The queftion, I do not confider as the fimple

one, of whether you, my Lord, or the Minifter,

are moft to blame ; that alone is not of great

importance to the nation ; but it is of great im-

portance to know, whether the Minifter at the

head of aifairs in this country is guilty of the

heavy charges which you bring atgainft him ;*

if

* I may be permitted to believe the letters are a£lually

written by his Lordfhip, otherwife Lord Carliflci to whom
A ft they
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if he is capable of rifking the peace of both

kingdoms, and of commiiting to chance the

fate of the great Roman Catholic queftion,

merely for the fake of an individual man, or an

individual family of B ds ? If fo, it is a

matter of moft ferious importance, that fuch an

inconceivable degree of difintereflicd villany (for

fuch I will call it) fliould be inquired into ; or if

it is polTible that the Minifter of this country, on

purpofe to ruin the reputation and importance of

the D e of P d and his friends, fliould

rifk the peace and property of both kingdoms

;

it requires equally to be invefligated.

they are addreffcd, could never have let them be repeatedly

publiflied without remonftratihg. BtTides, Mr. Debietr,

his Lordfliip's baokfcller, is not a man who would for tl>e

trifling profits of a {lulling pamphlet have been acceflary tor

fo unfair a tranfaction. Thefe, I think, arie convincing

proofs of the authenticity of the letter ; the prefumptivtj

ohes on the other fide of the queftion arc, that fome of his

Lordfliip's fi lends have offered to lay bets, with great odds,-

that the fecond letter is a fpurious one. His Lordfliip's ge-

neral character for modefty and candour are likcwife pre-

fumptions, that neither of the letters are his, as they are ta-

tally devoid of modefty, and do not feero to have any of the

ch-arafteriibcs which form bis Lordfliip's reputation hitherto,

as a candid, peaceable, and generous £ng!ifl) nr^bleman, one

might expert. A wag who had a good deal of ill nature,

and heard forty tp ten offered, that .the letter was not his

Lordfhip's, anfwered, I'll not take that, but five hundred

guineas to five that his Ldrdfliip fathers the child.

Only
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Only making one among the general mafs of

his Majefty's ftibjefts, who vviQi to fee things go

on as well and peaceably as the circumfcances of

the times will permit, 1 was heartily forry to

fee a ftorm brewing in Ireland ; but it did not ap-

pear to me to be a matter ofvery great public im-

portance, whether a Minifter in England, or a

Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, had committed the

fault. Your letters to Lord Carlifle, however^

totally changed my idea of the matter. It was

that change that occafions my troubling your

Lordfhip with this letter.

It is extremely unlucky for the public, and

unfortunate for himfelf, when a gentleman Is* hur-

ried by his own ambition, or by that of his

friends, into a fituation for which he has not

been fitted by his talents ordifpofition.

I regard your Lordfliip ds being more unfor-

tunate than blameablc in this affair, although

your letter Iliews to what a degree you are

irafcible and ready to irritate, how fpoilcfs you

are in your own eyes, and" with what facility,

blame without proof is thrown upon others. You
are ready, you lay, my Lord, to defend your

conduft in ev ry part ; whether meafures or ar-

rangements, you feel yourfelf able to defend its

wifdom.



( 6 )

wfTdom, juflice, and propriety, naked and

without fupport, but without fear and trembling.

If God Ahnighty had called before him tiic

angel Gabriel toanfwer for himlelf, he could not

have expieflcd a more angelic confcioufnefs of

"wifdom and righteoufnefs than your Lordfliip

;

and fince the days of the Pharifees, we have

only met with two fuch examples.

The Popes of Rome, my Lord, are infallible

as they tell us, but they have the humility to at-

tribute that heavenly quality to heaven, and not

to themfelves. The fucceffors of Peter did not

i^aad fuiked and alone, they were not fuch prodi-

gies of perfedion as your Lordihip.

The next example of infallibility is in Mr.

Keeker, that aftucious comptroller of the French

finances. He refembled your Lordfliip ftill

more than the Popes. IJis infallibility was ainloft

all his own. He flood naked and alone oppofed

to all, and only acknowledged receiving affift-

ance fiom his virtuous w ife* (who, it is to be pre-

funied, was as naked as himfcif.) Mr. N. was

limilar in many things to your Lordfliip ; he

talked highly of himfelf, accufed others in the

* Mr. Necker in his books of finance fp^aks often of

his wife, whom he calls Sa Vertucufc Epoufc.

block.
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block, and never confefled a fingle error la his

adminiftration.

It is true, Mr. Necker adminiftered in a king-

dom rather larger than Ireland, and for a fpace

of time fomething longer than your Lordihip,

but that feems to be more than compenfated by

the prodigious oppofition yourLordfhip met witb^

when compared to him. Mr. Necker had more

fupport than you, therefore he had lefs oppofi-

tion. Mr. Necker had a feeble king and a vir-

tuous wife to aid his good intentions, and had

only againfl: him the nobility, fever^teen Parlia-

nuents, the court, fixty farmers-general, who

had twenty-two thoufand clerks and emiflaries

conftantly employed in countera(5iing his plans

;

you, on the other hand, my Lord, Jiood alone,

that is to fay, you had againft you the men that

you turned out of ofHce.i*^

I am not the champion of the Englifli minify

ter, my Lord, his defence I do not undertake

;

but I cannot avoid attacking your Lordihip, as

* If all was unanimity when thofe men were out, they

muft have been the only oppofition. What a wilful fort of

a governor we have here ! ! ! In all Ireland but three or

four enemies in place, and thofe muft be turned out ; furely

the King of England cannot fay fo much ]

3 your
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your letter appears to me to be one of the moft

vain, moft unfair, and imprudent I have ever

read. Your letter, as being made public, is no

longer a letter to Lord Carlifle ; it is to the pub-

Ucy and as fuch I have a right publicly to ex-

amine it, and this never can be done at any

moment fo favourable to its writer, as when only

his fide of the argument has been heard.

1 leave to thofe to whom they are applied, to

clear up the accufations of inftnuations, ajperfionsy

fufpicions, and calumnies.

Whether the perfons whom you accufe groflly

betrayed and abandoned you unfeehngly, and

whofe councils, maxims, and meafures you

fay you have been purfuing, are able to anfwer

for themfelves or nor, is by no means the quef-

tion that concerns the public at prefent, for as

you accufe them without proof, until there is

fome to fupport your accufations, they do not

concern us. Your Lordfhip's accufations againft:

yourfelf, though exprelTed negatively, may, on

the contrary, be confidercd as founded on truth,

and as fuch we may attack you.

Your Lorddiip's bufinefs, as you cxprefs

yourfelf, was to brin^ back confequettce and dignity to

Engiyjj
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^nglijh government, and rejlore the cajile to its pro.'

per minijiers. What then, my Lord, had your

predeceflbrs done ? Had they degraded the

Eilglifh governrhent, and left the caRle in the

hands of its enemies ? Such, ray Lord, is the

conclufion from your affertion ; whether this is

to be ranked as calumny and afperfion, of which

your LordQiip fo bitterly complains when le-i

veiled at yourfelf, depends upon your maintain-

ing the truth of what you have fo boldly aflerted i

for either your predecefTor has betrayed the truft

that was repofed in him, or your Lordlhip is

guilty of calumny, than one of thefe two, there

then can be no other alternative*

If then, my Lord, in a few lines you have

defcribed your own perfedlion in high charaders,

you have not failed, in as few, to befpatter

others, and that, with an imprudence and injuf-

tice that is rarely to be feen. Suppofmg your

predeceflbrs were guilty of what you accufe

them, is the firft mention to be made of it in a

public letter ? Or are libels only the privilege

of the great ? If you fupport what you have

aflerted, a trial for high treafon ought to be the

confequence ; if you do not fupport it, a trial

for a malicious libel ought to be inftituted againft

B your
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your Lordfliip. The public will, perhaps, be in-

different about which of the two is to take place,

but it is impoflible to prove that one or other of

them is not neceifary.

When people begin with fuch fort of attacks,

my Lord, they ought to have a great deal of time

to fpare, for with a few lines you have cut out

work for what will be but a tedious, troublefome

piece of bufinefs, and which muft end in the

difgrace of feme of the parties. In the mean

time, the difgrace muft lay with your LordOiip,

becaufe your accufation is like yourfelf, naked

and u7ifupported.

Your next intention, my Lord, after reftoring

the caftle, was to (hew that you and Lord

M—«-^n held all the patronage of government

in your hands. This may admit of fome dif-

pute, perhaps, as to its propriety, but none,

I fuppofe, with refpe(5l to its truth.

The continuing the falaries to thofe who were

difplaced, which in one inftance alone (without

counting the pens and ink) amounted to 2,300/.

a year, during the term of two joint lives, is

2 ano-



another queftion, altho' you fay it was not only a

matter of propriety but ofjuftice.*

Upon this fubjefl, my Lord, J cannot h^lp

(hewing you how Mr. ]Necker,4b€ other perf6<^

man, aded on a fimilar occafipn. Mr. N. was

foiicited to give to a man a penfignof a tlioufand

crowns, which, it was ailed ged, was but a fmali

fum to come out of the treafury -of France. "A
*' thoufand crowns l-f- (exclaimed the minifter)

" do you confider, Sir, that halfa dozen villages

'* may be obliged to eat dry bread half the year

'* to pay that thoufar.d crowns ?" By a fimilar

calculation, how many poor cottagers in Ireland,

my Lord, mud go fupper-lefs to bed to penfion

the man you put out of place; but when we cour^

not the man, but the men, my Lord, we who

take things coolly, and confider them calmly, -in

England, are not certain if the people of Ireland,

in fpite of all their enthufiaCm, have any real rea^

fon to be very proud of your Lordfhip's favours;

ihey are fomething like thofcofthe Fr.eneh re-

publicans ; they cofl pretty dear.

* I know that the 2300 was not to one of the two firft

perfons who were difmifled, at leaft, I think the letter may

be undcrftood fo, but it is under the article of difmifTals, and

that is enough for the fitnefs of truth and argument.

f About i»6/. Englifli money.

B a The
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The rone and flyle of Mr. C——c, which

rendered his approach to a fuperior not to be fup-

ported, was it feemstohave coil 1200/- a year to

poor Ireland; I believe, my Lord, no man is

more inclined to (hew refpeft for his fuperiors

than J am J 1 do it from principle, as well as

from habit; and much as I blame the want of

YtCpt&. from inferiors, I confefs 1 have oftener

found it arife from a want of dignity in the fupe-

rior than from any thing elfe; at any rate, thofe

arrangements of feelings were very dear to the na-

tion at twelve hundred a year.

One word more dill on the difmiflals, my Lord,

and then I fhall difmifs themj if your Lordfhip

is at the pains to calculate, that as a Lord Lieu-

tenant is appointed only for three years, and his

falary in that period amounts to 361,000/. if he

gives life annuities for 3600/. a year, it is equal

to doubling the expenfe of his government; but

by your Lordfhip's plan, the annuities would

have amounted to a much greater fum, therefore

the' expenfe of your Lordfhip's adminiftration

would have been immenfe, and out of all reafon-

able proportion. Befides this, why difplace good

men ? and why penfion bad men ? this, my Lord,

is a great queftion, not lefs important than the

Roman Catholic queftion itfelf; it is a queftion

debated
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debated and debating all over Europe, and which

a man who glories in the name of Whig, ought

not to determine as your Lordfhip has done.

You now begin about Mr. B d; you decid-

ed in removing him, you fay, in order that your

LordJInp's adminijiration might not in its- dawn be,

clouded by leaving in power and authorityfo much im-

puted malverfation.

Your Lordlhip very wifely avoids diredly

charging him, by the word imputed; I do not know

Mr. B d, tho' I have heard him very highly

fpoken of, both as a private and a public man;

I have been told that he was faithful to his King

and country, and certainly he never llirred up

during the courfe of a long public life, fo fcanda-

lous a difpute for himfelfand for his friends, as that

into which your Lordfhip's lliort adminillj-atiori

has betrayed you and your's. Mr. B d had

therefore one virtue, which in a public man I

greatly edeem, he was conciliating and prudent,

he was not afraid ofthe approach of inferiors, and

what mufl: weigh above all with refped to thofe

who read your Lordfliip's Letter, the attack upon

him for malverfation is unfupported, and infi-

dioufly brought forward; for by your ufe of the

word imputed, you may fheltcr yourfelf from a

profecution under vague fcandalous reports.

It
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It would appear, nry Lord, that when yoy

wrote yoijr firft letter, you did not mean to write

the fecond : for you fay that when you firft men-

tioned to Mr. P— t your intention of difmifTing

Mr. B -d, he did not offer the Jllghtefi ohjetiion,

nor offer a word in favour of that gentleman ; now

the firft part of your fecond letter tends to prove

that the difmiflal of Mr. B d was the firft

caufe of your difgrace, that the great Roman
Catholic queftion had nothing to do with it.

Now if Mr. P 1 heard this- change of men

announced, without making any obfervations, it

is a great prefumption agaiaft your other argu-

ments, and with people who know not any thing

more than the public in general may be fuppofed

•to know, will appear a pretty conclufive argument,

that meafures and not men were what governed

Mr. P— t in his condudl with refped. to Ireland;

that is to fay, that people will be inclined to ap-

prove of his condu<5t and to blame your's, in

which, from your own letter, there appears to

have been nothing but a felfifti defire of patron-

age and preferving perfonal dignity, by difplacing

men who approached their fuperiors in too familiar

a ftyle, and facrificing the interells of the people,

by^raniing great penfions, to fatisfy little paflions.

I do not know, my Lord, whether you are

what modern reformers call a democrat, nor do

1 know
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I know whether Thomas Paine is one in his

heart,.but I know that if all rulers were to ad as

you have done; I (hould foon become a democrat

;

for what Paine has fuppofed, you have done :

the real interefts of the many have been facrificed.

to the whims and fancies of an individual, who,

when all faid and done, was only the (liadow of a

king, during the pleafure of a king.

I come now, my Lord, to your Second Let-

ter ; for as to your fupply of two hundred thou-

fand pounds, that fum, great as it is, taken

from the pockets of a loyal and an indigent peo-

ple, would not do more than raife a capital to

pay the penfions which your ill humour has ren-

dered neceffary according to your own plan ; it

is, therefore, not to be confidered as a very great

affair with refpedt to your Lord(hip, though with

refpeft to the Irifli nation it deferves every de-

gree of approbation, and it (hews that Ireland

underftands its real interefts in the prefent crifis,

when it is the wifli of all men who love free-

dom or peace, to unite themfelves and ftand firm

againft a fyftem of anarchy, new in the annals of

mankind, and which does nothing lefs than me-

nace all civil order with ruin and deftmdion^.

I?
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It appears to a perfon who confiders the mag-

nitude of the Roman Catholic queftion, and the

precipitancy with which it had been brought

forward during the few weeks of your Lordfhip's

adminiftration, that it was a gentle kind of

violence (what the French call urte douce vio-

lence) that was done to you by your friends there

when you were jorced to favour the views of the

Catholics in fo quick a manner. Ddes not your

LordQiip fufpcd that you have been led into

that, not with an expedaiion on their part of

immediately fucceeding under your adminiftra*

tion with the whole change of fyltem, but that

it was done only to bring forward the queflion in

its mod formidable fhape, at a time when Eng-

land, embarrafled with an unfuccefsful and ex-

penlive war, and when iin invafion is threatened

by our enemies, muft be expedled to give it in

favour of the Roman Catholics? Did not your

Excellency fee that fome perfons who advifed

thofe meafures laid the flake at your expenfe^ that

there was never a time, except that of adlual re-

volt, when, a Lord Lieutenant had it not in his

power to put off for a few months fo important

a queftion ?

But, my Lord, it is very difficult to give an

appearance of any attempt to delay on the fide of

the
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the Iri(h adminiftration ; for England has been

accufed by fome of the leaders of the Catholic

party of fzvindlin^ Ireland out of the fupplies of the

year; even your Lordfliip fays, that unanimity,

fuch as no Lord Lieutenant had ever experi-

enced, had taken place. The epoch of your

Lordfhip's acquiefcence to the demands of the

Catholics mujl, thetiy have been previous to the agi-

tating the quejlion of thofe fupplies ^ and of confe^

quence previous to the pojjihility of your procuring

any anfwer from the EngUflo Minifter to your letter

m that fuhje^^

It would appear, that if the Minifter fwindled

Ireland, as is pretended, it was done by your

Lordfliip's being fent there ; for from the time of

your arrival every thing wexit fmoothly. You
will not rnake us, then, believe, my Lord, that

it was during your Qiort adminiftration, fo una-

nimous and fo fmooth, that the Roman Catho-

lics changed their fituation, from that of having

demands to make, and having thofe demands

complied with. No, my Lord, you muft ejt-

cufe me; it appeais plainly from your own let-

ter, that from the beginning ofyour adminijlration

the Roman Catholics knew, that as far as de-

pended upon you the change was certain.

If
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tfthis is the cafe, the EngHfh minillry might

well bedifpleafed ; for yourLordfliip owns, that

on your leaving England, your inftruflions artd

the refLik of councils held for the purpofe were,

that IF the Roman Catholic demands mud be

complied with, it muft at all events be put off

till as diftant a period as poffible.

Your Lordfliip wrote to England (aying, that

the Rorrian Catholics could not be put off in

their demands to a diftant period. What are

we then to conclude ? that your Lordfliip had

aever refilled an immediate compliance to their

claims.

Such, with refpe(fl to your condud: on the Ro-

man Catholic bufmefs, muft be the opinion of

every pne who reads your Lordlhip's letter wiiK

any degree of attention, and if they have once

confidered that, your other two aflertions muft

fall to the ground, or rather your lad aflertiDny

becaufe that deftroys the others.

1 have not the honour of knowing or of being

known to your Lordfhip. J am, however, very

much inclined, from what on all hands I have

lieard, to refpedt your Lordfhip's charader as -a

Gentleman, and I therefore am not a little afto-

nifhed at an overfight in ihe tadtics of your let-

ter.
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ter. You Avant to imprefs upon men's mindf

that the Roman Catholic bufinefs has nothing to

ido with your rccal ; next, that the difmiflal of

Mr. B— d is reprefented. as the caufe ; and

iaftly, that the only caufe is the Minifter's wffli to

deftroy the reputation and importance of the

D—e of P d and his friends.

The French Proverb, that he who proves too

much proves nothing, feems to me to be true,

my Lord, as it refpeds yourfelf, but not true as

• it refpedls others in this cafe ; for tho* your double

caufe for ihe fame effe<fl leaves us to doubt of the

reality of both caufes, it (liews us very cle-arly,

that you wifli to fet at variance the Minifter and

the Duke. If you did not wi(h fo, why deftroy

all th:it you had faid before about Mr. B—.—

d

being the caufe ? it was a much more popular

explanaiion of the thing; it was more eafily con-

ceived ; it was mere probable and more natural.

A plain fimple man who is no courtier, could

fuppofe, that Mr. B— -d, when difplaced, cork-

irived to fet the Minifter to think ferioufly on

the Roman Catholic queftion, and that afraid o€

what was coming, he had unjullly facrificed your"

^^ordlhip ; but it is not fo eafy to conceive a

Minifter planning fix months ago to get a party

Into office, to have your LiOrdftiip (one of that

party) named Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, to

C 2 conceive
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conceive that things would go as they have done,

and he flopped as tliey were flopped ; the inven-

tion of fach ahead would furpafs, if poffible, the

bjacknefs of fuch a heart; it is therefore a com-

bination not to be fo readily conceived as the

other, and of confequence, one that by no means

anfwers your Lord fhip's purpofe fo well, if it is

to vindicate yourfelf that you write; and if it is

to the nation at large that you appeal, which is to

be prefumed, otherwife the noble Lord to whom
you wrote would not have publifhed the letter,

nor allowed it to be publiflied.

We are plain fimple men, my Lord, in this

country, and do not pretend to know all the in-

trigues that may be in courts; but we conceive

that minifters may be like other men, and perhaps

felfifh and ambitious. You will not, then, eafiiy

make any one believe, that for the fake of a family

in Ireland, whether it begins with a B. or a G.

the MiniHer will rifque his popularity, himfelf,

and this kingdom ; this is too like Tom Paine's

reafoning about miniflers making war to enrich

,. their friends. Nor can wc eafily conceive how a

minifler who this year has eighteen millions at his

command, would not rather facrifice a few thou-

sands to gratify an individual, or a few indivi-

duals, than change the whole political fyftem

with regard to Ireland. No, no; the caufc

and the cflcdl bear no r.albnable proportion.

Next,
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Next, as to the Minifter's plan, with regard

to the difcrediting the party to which your Lord-

(hip belonged, I have already faid, that you have

given much lefs probability to that fuppolition,

which feems to be ftill weakened by the very

idea upon which it is grounded.

You undoubtedly fuppofe great ambition and

fuperior manoeuvres in a minifter capable of lay-

ing fo long and fo deep a plan to ruin you and

your friends : but could a miniller capable of

forefeeing from your charader, your facility

with the Irifli Catholics, capable of calculating

fo minutely all events, be at the lame time fo

blind as to run the rilk of difturbing the public

peace, and, perhaps, ruining the kingdom, for

fuch a trifling vidory ? Could fo able a mi-

nifter, as he mud have been in that cafe, expcftk

that fuch an intrigue could be carried on with^

out a difcovery difgraceful and ruinous to him-

felf, even if it (hould happen to fucceed in the

firft inftance ?

But, my Lord, the public learns fomethina,

more from all this : a corner of the cloven foot

appears. Calculations have, it would appear,

been made that the fee re taryfliip of (late is not

entire, that it is divided in order to gratify fome

people in office and to difplcafe others. And at

what
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what time are hoble Lords thinking of fuch

things ? at a time when all the nobility of the

greateft kingdom in Europe are banifhed from

home and living upon charity ; and that one

general fyftem of plunder menaces all ranks in

fociety with deftruftion ; it is at this time that

your Lordfliip, it feems, has been making ihefe

calculations of private intereft for yourfelf and

friends ; the public cannot certainly approve of

that part of your Lordfliip's conduft ; nor can I,

for one, conceive how noblemen, who have fo

much at (lake and who feel ihemfelves (to fay

nothing more) fo comfortable in the prefent ftate

of things, make fo light of the danger which

menaces them. What would the defcendants of

the Bethunes, the Richelieus, the Rochefacaulis,

and the Fleurys give ? nay, of the firft branch of

•the houfe of Bourbon itfelf, to enjoy the rank,

importance, and wealth of a Britifh nobleman ?

Would they feek to raife a ftorm ? No; for

ibey have felt one already, and their fufferings

might be a lefibn to thofe who have feen, though

they luckily have not felt.

Your Lordfliip would have efcaped the accu-

fation of wifliing to excite difcord, if the letter

had been confined to a mere exculpation of your

condu(5t as viceroy of Ireland, becaufe that was

natural, and even neceflary ; neither could it

have appeared very Grange, if, in order to

ftrcngrhea
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flrengthen yonr exculpatory arguments, you had

added fome blame on the Minifter, fuch as are in

the firft part of your letter about Mr. E d ;

jiot that it is here the bufinefs to defend the Mi-

nifter in what he has done, for he mufl: take the

'

confequences of his own aftions like other peo-

ple ; but becaufc it is evidently for the Take of

making a breach, and not of vindicating your-

felf, that you exert yourfelf fo eagerly to prove

that your difgrace was brought on with a long-'

concerted, and rnfidious defign.

Your Lorfhip's letter not having any imme-

diate relation to the Roman Catholic queftion,

which will, no doubt, be fpeedily agitated at

great length, and on both fides with great abi-

lity, would make it very ufelefs and improper

to enter upon that fubjeift here, but you will

give me leave to obferve (not that I pretend to

fay that it is Co) that it appears to a fimple rea-

der like myfelf, that the Roman Catholics are

full as much afraid of mixing your Lordfhip's

condud: with the grand queftion, as you are of

admitting the grand queftion to have any con-

ne(5lion with your recal.

Many people will be inclined to believe thar

the Catholics of Ireland, who could' not but ex-

pcdl fome oppolition, are fully, ,in their minds,

contented with having ^ot the queftion fairly

4 brought
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brought to ilfae. Now that they are lure not

to lofe any thing by it, and have ftill fome chance

of gaining ; at any rate they have fucceeded in

working up the pubHc mind to a head upon

that fubjeft fuch as has fcarcely ever been re-

membered, and which certainly could not have

happened, had not thofe hopes been given during

your LordQiip's adminiftration, which nothing

but FULL powers for that purpofe from the

court that Tent you could have authorized.

Such, my Lord, are the arguments which the

reading of your letter fuggells to a perfon who

has not heard a fingle fyllable on the other fide

of the queftion ; you fee they are not very fa-

vourable to your Lordfl^ip, who muft at teaft

have by this time learnt, that to be between the

hammer and the anvill, between a Britifh Mi-

nifter and the Catholics of Ireland, one mud be

of pretty hard metal not to receive fome bruifes.

But it is not in the government of Ireland alone

that bruifes are to be got ; in all governments

where a man is put between his duty as a ruler,

and his feelings as a man, the fame will be the

cafe, and always has been from the Emperor of

the Indies to the wife and virtuous governor of

Barataria.

London,

J^ril 10, 1795.

-.
. .
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Vice is a Monfter of fuch hideous mien,

THm to be Intcd, needs but to be fecn. PoPE.

I thought that order and fecurity were more necefTary to the icorking mat.

who has nothing, than to the rich proprietor ; for without employment

he cannot have breaJ, and without fecurity for property he cannot ex»

peft employment.
J.

P. BRissoT, Miy» 1793.

LONDON'; Panted for John Stockdale, Piccadilly.

XF ihere are yet in this country men who wifh for the pre-,

fervation of order and of government; men to whom tne

Coaftitution of England is dear, their fupport and patronage
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to this Work may be expefted. The enemies of our Confll-

tution, and of the peace of mankind, are perpetually calling

out that we are ^^ fighting for Opinions; " That it is a

*' War of Opinion." They might as well call riding qua-

rantine for the plague, riding quarantine for opinion. Let us

have recourfe to fafts, and we fliall fee that Jacohinifm is a more

terrible and real evil than any bodily difeafe whatever ; that it

is not a differertce of opinion which divides us, that it is a dif-

ference of moral conduct, fuch precifely as there exifts between

the highwayman ai>d the traveller. Would any one fay, that

a man defends his life and his purfe for opinion's fake, although

•without doubt he has a very decided opinion on the propriety

and juftice of what he does ?

It is of importance that men fliould know, that we are

fighting for Realities and notfor Opinions-*^ and whilft one lafl

effort is yet to be made to prevent dcfolation from extending

over the whole of the civilized world, that thofe perfons whom
artful men have led aftrav, fliould underftand the true and real

fiate of the matter It is of great importance that men fhould

know \vhat are their real intercjls upon this fubjeft, and \\)^t

when things are come to fo ferious a crifis, that every thing

valuable in civil fociety is at flake, men fliould range themfelves

according to what they a£l\ially wifh, and not be led into mea-

fures which they do not approve, under appearances which

they do not underfland ; for fuch is the nature of Jacobinifm,

it afTumes at firfl the appearance of pliilanthropy and philofo-

phy, and by degrees, as it gains credit and power, fliews itfelf

by pillage and murder. But this, it will be faid, is an afTeruon.

Yes, it is true, it is an afTertion ; but it is one that is founded

in faft, for wc fliall fee that a fociety which exifled in 1788

under the name of Friends of the Negroes, (which certainly

as fuch merited praife) became in 1 79X the protestors and advo-

' DqriiiK iive nwntlis Mavcllinfj in Holland, Flandors, ;^nd Germany laft

firmncr, I found die general notion of all ranks of people was, that wc foOght

for opinions, and not fur any real oSjcft. ^
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cates of thofe who committed the dreadful maHacres of Augiift

and September, and that with the fame cant phrafts of virtue,

humanity, and the good of their fellow men.

We are now in too ferious a moment for declamation,

and, perhaps, fuch reafoning as at other times might carry

conviction may be ufed to little purpofe ; let iis, therefore, ap-

peal to faft, and we ftiall fee that under the delufive and falfe

appearance of operating General Good by Partial

Injustice, a great deal of general evil has been done, and no

good whatever. It is this which from fafts I fliall prove, and

fhall fhew the intimate connection between fuch abominable

principles and their miferable confequences, fo that no doubt

fliall be left in the mind of any reafonable man concerning

what he ought to do.

I DO not in this addrefs myfelf to the interefl of the pro-,

prietor and the rich man alone; it is to every man who is

not already loft to Tociety by his own de' ravity that I fpeak,

and particularly to the innocent and unfufpefting many who

aid the machinations of the artful and defigning few. I hope

that fuch will paufe at the fight of that dreadful abyfs upon the

brink of which they now ftand.

When Jacobinifm had not yet aflumed its moft deformed

Ihape, in the month of May 179a, when in Paris, at fome fx-

penfe and confiderable rifk to myfelf, I wrote an addrefs to

my countrymen to warn them of the dangers with which they

were menaced ; I have frequently fince obtruded myfelf upon

the public, and never varied in my way of thinking as to the

main fubjeft, although I muft confefs that I have been greatly

miftaken as to the energy that was expected, and efforts which

have been made by thofe interefted in refifting the progrefs of

thefe pernicious principles. I fliall have occafion in this work

to fliew how my miftakes have arifen both with refpe6t to the

energy and refources of France, into which miftakes, however,

I h^ve not by any means fallen alone, as the Combined Powers

have all entertained and fuffered for the fame error.
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A>fO-f GST many caufes for the fuccefs of France, fome a'i

H-hich are known, fome which it might he improper to make

public at this time, and others which probably remain unknown

at prefent ; the want of unanimity amongft ourfelves is certainly

one of the greateft ; and this is occafioned by the real end of

the war being mifreprefented and mifunderftood. It is with a

view to remove ever)' difference of opinion upon that head tirat

has compelled the publication'which I here announce, in which

a regard to truth fliall be the firft objeft ; the next, that arrange-

ment and connection which will fhew the progrefs of the evil

and the figns which ha^•e accompanied it, thereby treating Ja-

cobinifm as a phyfician would do the yellow fever which raged

fome time ago at Philadelphia, or any other infectious difeafe.

The good fenfe and good intention of mankind will, I hope,

from that fuggefl to each individiul, in his different clafs of life,

what he ought to do ; for it will clearly appear, that the rich

man wha opprefles, who difregards the poor, or who withhold^

from the ftate that fupport which he ought to give, is a greater

fupport to Jacobinifm by his aiflions, than the orator of th«

club is by his words.

The Work to confifi of One large Volurod Ov^avo, Price

tb Subfcribers 8s. 6d. in Boardi.

The Manufcrlpt is nearly ready, and will be put to Prefs

immediately on there being a fufKcient number of Subfcribers

to defray the Expenfes.

The Subfcribers' Names will be printed, if not ordered to

the contrar)-.

Many curious Anecdotes, and whatever relates to tllc private

Lives ofthe moft reinarkable leaders amongfl the Jacobins, wiU

be given in the form of Notes not to interrupt the general or-

der of the Work. • -

Londonf i^th March, '7 95'
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