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TO

HIS GRACE

THE DUKE OF GRAFTON,

knight of the most noble order of the garter,

chancellor of the university of cambridge,

May it please your Grace,

Should your Grace favour with your

attention the present work, or a few pages of

the introduction prefixed to it, you will be able

to ascertain my motives for addressing your

Grace on the present occasion ; and for deriv-

ing to this tract that honour, which your name
will confer upon it, without my having either

solicited your permission, or being known to

you. For your Grace would see, that practi-

cal improvement, and religion, as it's destined

support, are the operative principles, upon

which my various proposals depend : and your

Grace's anxious inquiries into religion, and
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conformity to the purest results of these inqui-

ries, and the high respect which your Grace

pays to those, who cultivate useful knowledge

and the policy of nations on a scale that is

worthy of your notice, are in the strictest

unison with those principles.

Previously to your Grace's quitting the high

station, which you held as the minister of your

country, his Majesty's reign was fortunate in

all respects, that were essential to the real in-

terests of his subjects : but since that period it

has been agitated by a series of vicissitudes,

which have reduced us to the mast dreadful ex-

tremity of perpetual war and endless taxation.

Therefore, more national wisdom was evinced

by us as a people, even in the ill-founded and

incessant opposition made to his Majesty's mi-

nisters during the first part of his reign, than

in the zeal and ardour with which we have con-

curred to support them on all occasions in the

latter part of it. Notwithstanding, such popu-

lar infatuation must always be expected, un-

til the regular rules and the practical know-

ledp^e of general welfare are revealed to na-

tions; they then ceasing to be the victims of

the passions. These observations, however, are



not necessary to vindicate your Grace as a mi-

nister ; but to point out to my countrymen the

urgency of candidly reflecting on their past

conduct, of being ingenuously sensible of their

errours, and of finally relinquishing them,

vrhen the above rules and practical knowledge

are at length ascertained, and reduced to a sim-

ple instrumental form ; which, as il is now dis-

covered and explained in the subsequent work,

the Almighty has destined for assuring pro-

sperity and happiness to mankind in future

ages.

But it is material to account for the marked

difference of those two periods of his gracious

Majesty''s reign, in order more effectually to

recommend that new and complete era of hu-

man prosperity and happiness, which it is pro-

posed to institute, even at the present mo-

ment. At the time of your Grace's retire-

ment from office, parliamentary oratory and

ornamental literature had become accredited

throughout the nation by all ranks of the peo-

ple, as the sole means of advancing their pro-

sperity and happiness, of aggrandizing the em-

pire, nay of saving the country. They have

now enjoyed the full scope of their wishes, but
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with consequences that clearly demonstrate

the inanity of them. Lord Chatham's ta-

lents of eloquence, and the dictatorial pen
of Junius, have for a long term of years

given the reins of government to his Lord-

ship's family and it's connections: but it is

attempted to be shown in the following pages,

that, imitating those talents, they have ren-

dered their country no real service; on the

contrary have left it to be involved in perpe-

tual war, when it was our interest, and in all

respects practicable, to have established per-

manent peace. It is true, that perfection

cannot be obtained in literature and 'o-

quence without the acquisition of solid

cellencies. These accomplishments hov

we will not envy ; we will give them t^

nours and distinctions they may have r

to claim, of being able to concentrate

and splendours equal to those, which

stellation of every precious gem of t

can possibly reflect, shining in all the

ful hues and combinations of colour,

all the wild effulgencies of the inf

diations of light. But they have

tensions to constitute the grand of

general welfare; that Sun of soc / and
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nations, of which practical improvement and

religion are the true essence. This Sun, which

gives genuine heat and real fertility, is in-

dispensable to the growth and completion of

every produce of general welfare, extends

alike to all our public and private interests,

and is inexhaustible in it's powerful energies

and infinite resources to perfect and mature

them, however great and numerous they may

be, whatever various qualities, and whatever

transcendant excellencies they may possess.

Now, when this Sun aspires to constitute

th' new era of human prosperity and happi-

ness prepared for it's adoption by the errours

of die people and the nation, by their indiffer-

en ;e to their own public and private interests,

p 'by their past unfortunate attachment to

imental acquisitions : now, when this Sun
' requires to be simply announced to par-

ent, in order to be instantly felt and ac-

icdged as the all-cheering life of the

interesto of nations and society: now when
gen<^i^iiy known, as may readily be done,

this Sun would immediately prore itself to

the 3opl", to be the tutelary deity and guar-

diai- f their welfare, prosperity, and happi-
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ness, whom they liave so long sought for in

vain in men and parties : now, when the vast

genius, character, energies, and infinite merits

of my countrymen, too vahiable surely never

to be employed in consummating their own
interests, are capable of bringing all the pro-

posals of the following work to their highest

perfection, and of supplying all others that

may be omitted ; yet, even now, there is too

much reason to regret, lest the charms of re-

tirement should persuade your Grace, that

your years permit not your participation in

the burdensome labours attendant on the di-

rection of the helm of state, and your most

patriotic and anxious v»ishes to serve your

country and mankind obey the suggestion.

It is however, as they are exemplary in

your Grace's character, that respect and ve-

neration for whatever can advance the uni-

versal good of mankind, for whatever is con-

ducive to the public and private prosperity

and happiness of your country, and that high

sense of religion, as she can with her energies

effectually support these, and give them exal-

tation and due preeminence, in order to se-

cure them from violation in every taatcrial
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respect, and as she farther binds herself to

them with the roseate wreaths of rational plea-

sure, and the tempered transports of dignified

joy ; by which alone ministers, looking up to

your Grace, can save this country, rescue it

from misery and destruction, and readily make
it the greatest and happiest of nations.

I HAVE,

May it please Your Grace,

the honour of being

Your Grace's most humble,

and most respectful

obedient serv ant,

AN HONEST MAN.





INTRODUCTION.

I PROPOSE here to take a short and sum-

mary view of the following subjects : the urgency

there is for the present pubhcation, as it will con-

vince us not only of our real incapacity to under-

stand and pursue our true interests, but of our

having fundamentally adopted and regularly orga*

nized whatever defects of political and civil know-

ledge, and whatever deteriorative principles may

prevent the removal of such incapacity, and ren-

der our minds impenetrable to permanent truth,

and practical perfection : the sufficiency of the

means of saving the nation, of removing our pre-

sent difficulties and distresses, and of estabUshing

a new and complete era of human prosperity and

happiness, without delay, which we have, on one
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hand, in the efficacy of the projjosals announced

in the body of the work, ah-eady so far prepared

and rendered practicable, as to be cajjable of be-

ing- immediately realized and brought to perfec-

tion by the genius ; d resources of the nation;

and, on tlie other hand, in the present state of

men and parties being singularly propitious to

carry those proposals into i n ediate effect, and

give the pubHc and individuals all the advantages

of such a tianscendant and fortimate era : the

peace recommended in the following pages, as it

is the sole, at least the sole desirable, instrument of

restoring and preserving the electorate of Han-

over to the royal family seated upon the British

throne : the outlines of a plan for making us a

martial people, and providing a militaiy force ade-

quate to the exigencies of the empire; which will

render such a peace safe and prudent in all re-

spects, give it the greatest possible support and

solidity, and secure the L^nited Kingdom from

the fatal consequences of an invasion : and lastly

the disproportion between the vast aggregate of ge-

neral welfare, and the attention we pay to it, ex-

emplified in a short view of the means of procuring
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peace. The first two subjects constitute the leading

views of rhe work. But the latter are not inferiour in

conseqiieuce, although there was no opportunity of

intro'.iueinL;- the consideration of them ar sufficient

lengrh into the Ijody of tlie work, any more indeed

than into the introduction. They in themselves

refer to objects of the highest importance ; but

they farther show the infinite advantages of the

art of practical improvement, from which alone

they are derived ; as this is capable of adapting

itself ;o every exigence, and of pioviding the

most ptnverful means for the accomplishment of

every p ssible interest of nations and society. For

in respect of this art it is not too sublime a con-

ception to say, since the succeeding pages will

support the assertion ; that kings, whose thrones

have hitherto been no stran^-ers to imperfection

and misfortune, w ich re'K'er tiiemselves less be-

neficial to their subjects, and impair the splendour

and lustre of majesty, and practical improvement,

which it is at length discovered may be applied to

every human, national, and individual interest,

and is capable of carrying the whole of such in-

terests to the highest perfection, and at the same
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time of elevating royalty to it's highest dignity,

and of leaving it subject only to such imperfect

tions and inconveniences, as are unavoidable in a

sublunary state of things, ought in future for

ever to reign together in perfect harmony and con-

fidence, in order to inake kings and their subjects

prosperous and happy, and efficiently advance

their mutual interests to those celestial heights,

which have hitherto been the mere speculations of

human revery and delusion.

In respect of the first of the subjects announ-

ced, our incapacity to understand and pursue our

interests ; there can be no hesitation in affirming

what the work v.'ill prove, not only that we are so

incapable, but tliat we have organized the means

that may for ever render us thus incapable, in hav-

ing effectually suppressed even the probable idea

of the existence of a proper subject of human

prosperity and happiness ; in having permanently

adopted a false and pretended system of general

welfare ; in the fixed aversion of government to

practical improvement, and the real study of uni-

versal good, and it's having substituted for these
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oratorical and literary ability ; in the quantity of

passion which we intermingle with all national

concerns, and which, as will appear hereafter, ef-

fectually blinds the mind, and totally subverts the

power of judgment ; and in deliberately giving

universal dominion to the power of the passions,

by accrediting their dictates and whatever sugges-

tions they can convey in profusion of speeches and

writings, newspapers and caricatures. Hence we do

not possess a conception of our true interests ; know

not the fundamental means of advancing them,

applying only to incidental resources for the pur-

poses of rectifying and aggrandizing the interests

of empires ; and, never ceasing to act upon the

fatal consequences of our errours, instead of re-

curring to first principles, we at length, like an

immense torrent augmented with all it's different

overflow^ing streams, spread ruin and desolation

not only over ourselves, but over the whole

World. Nay, having thus proceeded in all ages

upon the genuine principles of folly, weakness,

calamity, and crime, we call the state which they

produce the natural condition of men and nations,

and brand, as theoretical, the means adequate tQ
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introduce that good and happy constitution of

things, which God intended for the benefit of

mankind. Phmging into the abyss of perpetual

war, we cannot perceive through the distraction

of our passions, and the clouds Avith which they

envelop the understanding, that our enemy may

only be as reprehensible as ourselves, that we our-

selves may be the party blamable, that our own

proceedings m.ay have given birth to those of

which we complain, and that the motives/ which

we conceive compel us to prosecute eternal war,

do not on sober reflection militate in the least

against that salutary and permanent peace,

which it Is in our power to command at the in-

stant.

Hence ministers have not understood the es-

sential sciences and arts of advancing and com-

pleting the prosperity and happiness of mankind

and their own country, so far as such knowledge

is unavoidably necessary on their part and on all

occasions, and although the least deficiency of

theirs in these points must be extensively ruinous

and destructive : and it is. only at the present pe-
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riod, that a private individual, the author of the in-

come or property tax, has come forward to remedy

the infiaite evils of nations ; he having aspired to

understand every simple and compound interest of

general welfare, and to prepare, and happily apply

the different practical means of advancing and con-

summating universal good. Hence it is a principal

object of the present pamphlet, on the one hand, to

expose the conduct of those ministers, who have

brought us into our present situation ; and to show,

that no minister, however splendid his pretensions

may be, however high he may rank in the opi-

nion of his friends and the World at large, can

at all merit the title of great in the present in-

fancy, or rather ignorance and perversion of human

prosperity and happiness ; but will himself prove

the contrary in the sufferings and privations he

imposes upon his countr\^, and the calamities and

distresses he inflicts upon mankind from weak and

mistaken views of policy, in miscarriage and in-

ability to direct and accomplish his own undertak-

ings, in being a perfect stranger to the grand sys-

tem of human welfare, in precipitating the de-

struction of his country-, and in the ultimate issue

b



Xviii INTRODtrCTIOKT.

of the successes of false glory, and popular delu-

sion : and, on the other hand, for the sake of my

country and mankind, to render justice to the nu-p

merous proposals of an individual, who has shown

us how eifectually to counteract and remedy the

misery and ruin, which ministers have produced

in the present and past periods, and how still to

retrieve, and consummate the interests of huma-^

iiity.

In regard to the second subject announced, the

subsequent work will sufficiently vindicate the

truth of the first part of the assertion contained

therein; that is, the validity of the system of

measures which it reconnnends, as adequate, withr

out delay, to save the nation ; to remove our pre^

sent difficulties and distresses, and to establish a

new and complete era of human prosperity and

happiness. The sole obstacle to it's success, and

shall it be called an obstacle ? is, that the system

is a scientific subject, and the chastest of all prac-

tical sciences ; must unavoidably embrace the de-

tail of the small objects which are essential to it

;

and is expressed in language that effects simpli-
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city, and aspires principally to explain and interpret

the facts and evidence on which it rests. Hence it

divests itself of all the allurements, with which li-

terature and eloquence so studiously recommend

themselves to our passions : and it will not receive

that support which is essential to it's success, until

we attach a noble and liberal enthusiasm to the

cause of practical improvement, and consider this

as the means of advancing private fortune no less

than the affluence of the country, as the perfec'

tion of individuals as well as of nations, as the

intention of God and the glory of man, and as

the remedy of past evils however infinite, and the

instrument of future blessings, which surpass our

powers of imagination.

It is however more necessary to enlarge upon

the remaining part of the assertion; upon the

state of parties and the different interests of the

country, as they are not adverse, but on the con-

traiy singularly propitious to the institution of the

era, and the measures, that will hereafter be re^

commended. It may be observed in the first

place, that the present ministry is constructed in
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the most desirable manner for bringing to a speedy

issue the important question, whether ministers

can devise a system of measures, which may be

substituted for effecting the purposes of that here

proposed. We however know well from long and

adequate experience, that lord Grenville, lord

Sidmouth, and Mr. Wyndham, do not pretend to

devise such a system ; and that their sentiments

and prepossessions in respect of the enemy are in-

compatible with the true principles of establish-

ing a sincere and permanent peace between France

and this country. They must acknowledge, that

the political judgment of ministers, who have

withdrawn themselves from all the extensive views

of national improvement, and therefore from the

due exercise of the political mind in it's native tract

and latitude, must, as facts have shown in all

ages and all countries, be weak and inefficient, and

incompetent to produce a perfect and practical

system of general welfare. Likewise they, the li-

terary advocates who support them, and the peo-

ple at large who embrace the same sentiments and

prepossessions, riiay be convinced, by -examining

the succeeding pages, that from the irresistibihty
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and influence of passionate deception, it is abso-

lutely impracticable for any man, \v ho has given the

reins to his passions during the course of the wars

attendant upon the French revolution, and who

cannot act the part of the coolest of philosophers

upon this awful event and it's concomitant cir-

cumstances, either to judge, or to make a proper

use of the opportunity, which the subsequent pro-

posals alone afford, for establiiihing a peace of the

most advantageous and pennanent nature with

France : and accountable as ministers must be for

the past and present wars m which we are engaged,

who would wish to make them duly sensible of

the blame they have incurred in being the au-

thors of them ? On the other hand, their coun-

try may expect, that their virtues, and the grati-

tude they owe her, \\ill lead them duly to esti-

mate an adequate system of public measures pro-

posed by another ; and prevent them from re-

trying their past schemes, from devising worse,

as was the misfortune of Mr, Pitt's last ad-

ministration, or even from pursuing the com-

mon routine of measures, when tlie prosperity,
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happiness, and indcpendance of their country are

fnially staked.

There then remains only an appeal to be made

to one minister, to a high character indeed, to

Mr. Fox ; and which may perhaps with propriety

be couched in the following words :
—'* Your coun-

try, Sir, cannot permit you at this time, not-

withstanding what your friends seem to wish, to

submit and accommodate your political sentiments

and opinions to those of the illustrious parties'

above mentioned, and for reasons there stated. It

is therefore necessary for it to know, and to be

certain, whether you can propose a system of

measures, which will answer the purposes of that

recommended in the succeeding pages, and which

will save and confer happiness on your country

:

whether you will advance adequate elucidations of

arduous and comprehensive subjects like the ques-

tion of pemianent peace summarily discussed in

this tract, which now. Sir, are become indispen^

sable to the general and individual interests of your

country : whether you have made those discove-
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nes, wliich are the basis of the improvement and

perfection of nations ; whether you can produce

those practical combinations, inventive energies,

and inexhaustible expedients, which are capable

of completing human prosperity and happiness,

and are indispensably wanted to redress the fatal

errours of past ministries, and to extricate us

from the distresses and privations which these

have imposed upon us, and arrest the farther pre-

cipitate career of national destruction. If you be

incompetent thus effectually to serve your coun-

try, yet you will not oppose but patronize the

institution of a system, which is adequate to these

purposes. You, on whom your country has de-

pended to the last extremity, cannot be the man

now to deseit her for the sake of power and party

on the precipice of irretrievable ruin and cala-

mity." Your answer, as a man of philanthropy

and patriotism, may be anticipated to the follow-

ing effect :
—"I have conscientiously discharged

my duties in parliament, and pursued the usual

routine of political study and historical precedents

of past times, and have rendered and attempted

to render eminent, but single and detached ser-
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% ices to my country, and might still continue to

do the same. But I have not explored, the bound-

less field of national improvement, as this aspires

to the views of Providence in the creation, and

affords the opportunity of rectifying public affairs,

and of advancing, retrieving, and completing the

various interests of my country. I cannot pro-

duce such a system as is demanded at my hands :

and therefore 'wholly, or in a great measure, pur-

suing the paths of my predecessors, and adhering

to their views and arguments, and to the routine

of office and precedent, I must follow and aggra-

vate. Infinitely aggravate, their system of warfare

and taxation. I thus cannot pretend in an unu-

sual and extraordinary line of administration to

render to my country and the World at large those

interesting and indispensable services, which their

present situation imperiously demands. On these

accounts, and farther, because I have already de-

clared new principles of directing public affairs to

be required, and the principles followed in the pre-

sent reign to be highly erroneous, and therefore

rules and views of government novel, remedial,

meliorative, salutary, productive and certain of
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producing only what is good, sublime, great and

liberal, and the reverse of what the past have been,

to be in future indispensable ; I pledge myself to

my country, to mankind, and to my God, that I

will support the system of measures now proposed

with all the weight of my influence and character,

and devote the appHcation of my talents to it*s

improvement and perfection."

As the present ministry may be incompetent to

adduce a system of measures commensurate to our

present exigencies, and the infinite advantages

which we have a right to possess in society, and

may be indisposed to adopt a system the produc-

tion of others, in proportion their sole assumption

of the reins of government ceases to be a na-

tional object, and tlie cause of their country.

Therefore, the sovereign sensibly affected with

compassion for his beloved and distressed subjects,

thoroughly convinced that the most energetic and

comprehensive views and measures are necessary

to secure his throne and the independance of his

people, and too happy that infinite good can

through a new and complete era of human pro.-
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sperlty and happiness be substituted fcfr infiniW

evil, may himself be personally induced to em-

brace the opportunity of founding such a system^

and of making a still more comprehensive coalition

of parties, that will exclude no considerable party

whatever, and comprehend the present opposi-

tion ; in order more effectually to realize the dif-

ferent proposals of this publication, which in ex*

pectation of so glorious an event actually contains

the addresses necessary to be made on the occa-

sions to him and the different parts of the com-

munity. The interests of the sovereign and the

people are identified in the system proposed. They

both should alike support it, and both alike are

personally and feelingly connected with it: for

distress, misery, and ruin, now attack the man-

sion and the cottage with greater violence than the

palace itself, while in the end they will involve

all of them equally in destruction. All of us

must therefore reflect and be convinced, that it is

not Mr. Fox, but a system of measures alone,

tliat can be our saviour ; that in possessing such

a system, we have no reason to abandon ourselves

either to despondence, or to desperate expedients.
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but every reason to exert sincerely our active ener-

gies in support of the system ; and that on this ac-

count we should desist, as we do at present, from

meanly and effeminately despairing of the general

•welfare, like the Roman people in the fatal decline

of their empire. We have a just and loyal cause

to support in the presence of our sovereign, neither

as partymen, nor as demagogues, but as real pa-

triots, and true subjects. Our sovereign will thus

in the end be sure to be informed and convinced

of the true means of removing and preventing our

extreme misery, distress, and ruin, and of tlie

real merits of the system proposed : and, when a

fair and true statement of the question comes to

be laid before him, will perceive, that it is his own

immediate cause and that of his successors, the

cause which alone can at the same time reconcile

his enemies, and support his throne against tliem,

the cause which can most powerfully bind the

hearts of his suhjects to him by the indissoluble

bonds of love, gratitude, and loyalty.

It is therefore incumbent on every indivitUial to

come forward in the manner proposed, and exert

himself in founding a new era of the completion
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of public and private prosperity and happiness.

Every individual, in perusing this small pamphlet,

Avill see the necessity of establishing such an era,

e\en in support of his friends and family, his pri-

vate fortune and daily bread : and that means ef-

fectual, practicable, in all respects desirable, and

wholly freed from objections, are abundantly pro-

vided to establish it. Every individual must be

convinced, that the measures now pursued by go-

vernment are similar to those of past administra-

tions, afford no prospect of being more fortunate,

and must in their failure be as ruinous and destruc-

tive. Every individual may be convinced from

the contents of this pamphlet, that the era pro-

posed is adequate to rectify the present state of

our affairs, to remedy the evils of preceding go-.

A^ernments, and consummate in our favour the

highest possible degree of human prosperity and

happiness. Every individual nmst be convinced

that those views can no longer be trifled M'ith, re-

mitted, or abandoned. Every individual who un-

derstands the cause, and who may not understand

it in the following pages ? will be certain, that it is

the cause of his God, his king, his country, him-

self and mankind ; and should support it as effec-
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tually, as the indispensable duties, which he seve-

rally owes to these, jequire from his hands. Every

individual should employ whatever influence he

possesses, to forward the cause ; advance every

friendly effort to expedite it's passage to it"s des-

tined haven : and no man relinquish the charge

by resigning it to another. Every individual must

know what a number of men attached to ministry

and to parties suppose their measures only to be

right, and can approve only their views; and

ought therefore to exert himself, in order to sup-

ply the great loss of these to the cause of his

country : and these men themselves should be

convinced of the folly and crime of such fataj pre-

dilection at the present period. Every individual

should be aware of the infinite advantages and in-

herent attractions of the era, and the system by

which it is proposed to be effected, and of these

being capable of carrying it into effect with

the least possible impulse ; and should oh this ac-

count reflect, that his own importance and indivi-

dual efforts, M'hatever they are, may actually be

the instrument, and the sole instrument of found-

ing the new era, and consummating human hap-

piness and prosperity. Thus the community to a



XXX INTRODUCTION.

man may concur in supporting the cause : and at

any rate a sufficient concurrence will be provided

to carry it into effect. Thus the sole difficulty of

establishing the era proposed, which is adherent,

mot to the undertaking, easy in itself in all re-

spects, but merely to the perverse hinderance of

it's adoption, will be effectually removed : and it

is obvious to common sense, that until the era re-

quisite for these purposes is commenced, and ac-

tually undertaken, human prosperity and happi-

ness can never be completed, present distress re-

inedied, and future misery and ruin prevented.

In particular we must attach ourselves wholly

to the cause itself, and be seduced from it by no

pretences whatever; by no species of unproduc-

tive embellishment ; by nothing that may be of-

fensive to majesty ; by no ambitious leaders, and

by no mere reformers. The man of talents must

devote himself to advance the real interests of ge-

neral welfare, and principally by practical improve-

ment ; and at least not sacrifice them to unpro-»

ductive and impracticable dreams of liberty, and

to his own fivourite pursuits. Hence a parliamen-

tary reform must not be expected to precede, bu^
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be posteriour to the era. It is a boon that can-

not sooner be obtained : and, if it could, in sub-

jecting the introduction of the era to infinite

fears, suspicions, and jealousies, would be highly

injurious to it's establishment. Hence, likewise,

the powers of literature, however valuable as se-

condary, inust here be humbly subservient, and

cannot possibly prove the foundation of a great

undertaking that wholly depends on the arts of

practical improvement.

In respect of the third subject announced in

the beginning of the introduction, or the means

of restoring and securing the possession of the

electorate of Hanover to the royal family seated

on the British throne, there is no other meaa

than that peace of perfect friendship, and almost

certain permanence, which is hereafter recom*

mended to be established between France and

Great Britain. Otherwise, France will not cause

Hanover to be restored • at least, if she do, will

not leave it long in our possession, since the op-

portunity it affords us of introducing an immense

body of forces upon the continent is too serious
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^ concession for her to grant, while she has suf-

ficient grounds to beheve, that we will on all

occasions make use of it in this manner against

her interests. We therefore must not expect the

secure possession, if the restitution, of Hanover,

while we possess avowed enmity to France, ac-

tually seek to exterminate her, are determined

to destroy her navigation and commerce, never

cease to form alliances on the continent, and pro-

secute an uninterrupted series of wars against her.

The peace proposed, when established between

the two powers, would be rendered durable by

the most powerful motives ; in particular, by the

infinite advantages of it to both parties; by that

alteration in the conduct of nations, which woidd

arise from the establishment of a new era of the

World, or of human prosperity and happiness;

by the purity and excellence of an enlightened

system of the general welfare of mankind being

ascertained and rendered universally known, which

it would be accounted impious to violate ; by the

due and proper impulse of religion; by the at-

tention of nations being earnestly directed to ob-

jects truly interesting to them^ instead of those
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which are ruinous and destructive; in fine, by

various considerations the most urgent possible.

Thus Hanover may long remain prosperous and

happy under it's lawful sovereign. Otherwise, in

the new poUtical situation of the continent it

must with the incessant recurrence of war be sub-

ject to seizure and spoliation, in a manner too

dreadful for the royal family to wish either to

repossess or to retain it. In making peace with

France we can command the restoration of this

electorate ; for we can readily procure it by

treaty, unless she believe, that she can be secure

solely by it's retention. It is no doubt fair, that

we .should have such access to the continent, and

such control on France, as the possession of

Hanover would afford : and the other powers of

the continent would find their advantage in ours.

On the other hand, Prussia might readily be in-

demnified elsewhere for the sacrifice she makes

in relinquishing the electorate: and it may be

politic on our part to recollect, that she has been

thrown into the arms of France in consequence of

the winter war of 1805.

c
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The outlines of a plan for making us a

martial people, and for providing a military force

adequate to the exigencies of the empire, and the

security of the United Kingdom, are next to be

taken into consideration : but it is not proposed

to include the explanation at large, much less

the vindication of the measures proposed. For

a pamphlet can admit only the skeleton of an in-

cidental plan, the detail of which would require

the whole of a much larger work to l:)e appro-

priated to it. However, the present outlines may

in great measure vindicate themselves by the

energy, unity, and simplicity of the means which

they recommend, so as to be justly preferred to

proposals that are incomplete and ineffective in

numerous respects, and never can answer their

intended purposes. They who have read the

tracts published of late on the subject of the

plan, will not regret any want of explanation

they may find in the present propositions; and

they who have paid no attention to those tracts

may be satisfied with the explanation given,

without rf'quiring the full discussion of a subject,
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that has been so much canvassed. It is proper

however to be somewhat more explicit in re-

spect of tlie expense, that may attend the exe-

cution of the plan ; yet this objection will be

found totally inapplicable, when we fairly advert

to the importance of the object, the necessity of

the measures proposed to accomplish it, the in-

finite increase of wealth which this publication

offers, and which we may possess if we choose,

and the vast saving of expenditure, that will

accrue from employing the plan, as is proposed,

to perpetuate a permanent peace between France

and ourselves.

Part 1st. The military force of the kingdom

is proposed to consist of a standing army ap-

plicable alike to foreign and domestic service, of

a home army, similar to the present militia,

and of the disciplined aggregate, or levy of

the people in mass. The two first should in

number be adequate to the actual exigencies of

the country, and at the same time be duly pro-

portioned to each other, as may be thought most

advisable. They should, in the first instance, be

c 2
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raised by voluntary enlistment, so far as it is practi-

cable to employ it ; the bounties for enlistment be-

ing differently fixed in respect of the standing and

home armies, so as to give a sulficient preference

to the former : bat in cases of real emergency,

tlie soldiers of the home army may be permitted

to volunteer into the standing army. Where

these armies cannot be sufficiently supplied with

men by the bounties proper to be fixed and em-

ployed for the purpose, a forced supply of re-

cruits may be procured from the disciplined ag-

gregate of the people by proper devices, sanc-

tioned however always at the time in ]>arliament,

and hereafter to be considered. Under appre-

hension of invasion, likewise in other cases, a

greater or smaller part of the aggregate force

may at pleasure be called out on permanent

duty : but it is principally intended to supply

all losses which the two former during an in-

vasion might sustain, though to act in all re-

spects, as may be judged most expedient to op-

pose the enemy ; insomuch that the kingdom

could not be conquered without beating every

disciplined member of the community capable
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of bearing arms, and at the same time possessing

the perfect use of them ; which is an event mo-

rally impossible.

Part 2d. It not being the object of the plan to

embrace military matters and improvements, that

refer to the constitution, support, provision, and

qualiHcation of an army at large, and it's different

subdivisions, what is here necessary to point out

in respect of the standing army, or first division

of the military force of the kingdom, principally

relates to the recruiting of it. Accordingly, tbc

men requisite to constitute it should be raised

for service, so far as it can be done, by such a

bounty as may be deemed effectual, considering

always the true policy of making afterward a

soldier's life happy and comfortable, and there-

fore sufficiently desirable without an immoderate

bounty : and at all times they should be enlisted

only for seven years, with the reservation however

of continuing in the service until the end of any

war, that may exist at the end of that term.

Enlisting for a second seven years' service, what

would be a sufficient motive, they should receive,

beside a proper bounty, an addition of one fourth
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to their daily pay. In enlisting for a third term,

some distinction in dress at the time, and

what in the language of the day is called the

Chelsea pension*, at the end of 21 years, should,

beside a proper bounty, be given and secured to

them ; which would be a sufficient and very

powerful inducement to enter upon the last term

of a soldier's regular career. They should never

lose the Chelsea pension by being disbanded at

any time, provided they engage themselves to

reenter on service M'hen called upon. Volun-

teers from the home into the standing army should

be allowed to include, in the proposed term of

21 years' service for procuring the Chelsea pen-

sion, not the whole, but such a fair portion of

the time they may have served in the home army

or militia, as the preference to be given to the

standing arm}' may prescribe. What are above

mentioned, the additional pay at the end of seven

years, and the Chelsea pension at that of twenty-

one, arc proposed to extend in general to the

soldiers enlisted before the time of parliament's

sanctioning the present plan, though the Chelsea

* Is. per day.
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pension it may be thought proper to reserve to

the veteran soldier with his discharge, until the

termination, a speedy one it ought to be ! of the

present war.

Part 3d. What has under the last head been

proposed in respect of the standing army, is in-

tended in general to be applicable to the home

army, with the exception, however, tliat the boun-

ty of enlistment, and the Chelsea pension pro-

posed to be extended to this, should be so far

less in value, as to give a due preference to the

standing army. Farther, the home army, as being

with different proposed improvements what the

militia is at present, should be attached to the

different counties : should not remain on service

in peace; and might work at getting in the har-

vest even in time of war, \\ hen this indulgence

could be permitted. In war the regiments of the

different contiguous counties might, as convenient,

be formed together into brigades, which thus

would be highly animated with the sentiment of

the local honour of their respective counties.

Likewise it might be useful at this time to as-

sociate with the different companies of the home
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regiments privates of the standing army, who

have seen service. But the greatest improve-

ment would be to give regular rank, and full pay,

to the officers of the home army in time of peace,

who should also be appointed by the crown.

This is indispensable to make good commissioned,

as well as good noncommissioned officers, on the

qualification of whom the value of their men as

soldiers wholly depends : and such officers, and

the troops they would form, can alone be relied

upon to meet the invading army that may be

expected to come against them. It is princi-

pally our home anny en whom the defence of our

kingdom depends : and it is absurd in the highest

degree not to give it the best of officers, who can

be made such only by full pay, and by devoting

their thoughts and ambition fundamentally to

their profession. Besides, their services, as is pro-

posed, are necessary and essential in time of peace,

to train effectually the disciplined aggregate of the

kingdom.

Part 4ttk. In respect of the disciplined aggrc-

<yate of the people, which is intended to be placed

on the most effective footing such a service will
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permit, the mention of a few particulars may be

sufficient to give an idea of the whole. All per-

sons, not belonging to the regular armies, the

na\'y, and the church, and of suitable age and

constitution, should be enrolled and trained to

arms in the most eftectual manner in their re-

spectire parishes and townships by active drill

officers, chosen from the regular army, and thus

rewarded for any extraordinary merit they may

have displayed of good conduct and courage.

Different regiments should be formed, embracing

the disciplined aggregate of so many townships

and parishes, as may be thought most expedient.

The commissioned officers should be appointed

by the crown, and, with the noncommissioned

officers, chosen from the aggregates of the town-

ships and parishes that constitute each particular

regiment. In time of peace, the whole should

act, when on duty and exercise, under the inspec-

tion of the officers of the home army, as may be

required, and, on days of general assembling,

alono: with the noncommissioned officers of tlie

home army, by which means there would be no

need annually to call out in peace the home army^

as has been the practice in respect of the militia.
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For at any rate during peace the soldiers of the

home army may for a few days at a time be ex-

ercised along with the aggregates, as they may be

called, and the discipline of the latter would be

improved by this means. The different parishes

and townships should be answerable by fine, a

practice congenial with ancient times, for the

good discipline of their respective aggregates, but

should have the risrht of fining: these for nonat-

tendance, and of presenting the idle and negU-

gent among them, who in this case should be

called into actual duty under the drill officers;

likewise of presenting these officers for negligence

in duty. The ao-mcoates would be able to learn

their exercise in a manner sufficiently convenient

for themselves, much of it at their own houses

:

and at least the young aggregates should be re-

quired to make themselves proficient in the art

of fencing M'ith one or other kind of weapon

proper for the purpose. After they have ac-

quired discipline, so far as residence at home per-

mits, they may three or four days at a time meet
*

and be exercised together regimentally in the near-

est and most central market towns of consequence

in their neighbourhood : for they should be sub-
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jected as little as possible to the great inconve-

nience of a longer absence from home. Nay,

when it may at any time be found urgent, differ-

ent contiguous regiments of aggregates may be

assembled and brigaded together. For conveni-

ence, also as may farther be thought advisable,

only a part of the aggregates of the different pa-

rishes and townships may be taught their exercise,

and trained regimen tally at any one time in their

respective central market towns: aud different

aggregate regiments may be partially called out

on service.

Arms should be provided at the expense of go-

vernment for such persons, as are not in circum-

stances to supply their own. For a considerable

part of the expense of the aggregate service might

be borne by the different townships and parishes,

which would be a favourite with the community

at large, as superseding in a great measure the

hardships now imposed by the militia. The

whole service should be properly superintended

by military inspectors. Likewise, it would be

proper to exempt freely from service persons at

a certain age, and under particular circumstances,

but less freely in time of war. Otherwise, tJic
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fewest possible indulgencies should be granted to

youth, the object of the plan being to form a

martial people by a regular education of arms,

and early habits of military obedience and familiar

reflection on danger. An education, which itself

is as necessary as dancing to the formation of

the outward man, and acquired with equal pains,

would prove not less durable in it's effects. A mili-

tary education, and the regular organization of the

disciplined aggregate being inviolably supported,

any exemption from service may be permitted that

is requisite or reasonable.

Farther, it would be requisite to suppress the

volunteers, the maintenance of which service must

interfere with the purposes of the disciplined ag-

gregate, weaken it in respect of officers and men,

and strongly militate against the simplicity and

unity of the present plan. Besides, it is certain,

to whatever height of discipline some corps of

volunteers have been carried, they cannot in

general be brought to sufficient perfection for

service.

Part 5th. When men cannot be provided by

voluntarv enlistment as the exioencies of state re-
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quire, and parliament attests the necessity of tak-

ing other measures for the puipose, what men are

wanted should be procured compulsorily, by ballot,

impress, rotation, and otherwise, as may be judged

most expedient. It is apprehended, none of these

means might be required to recruit the standing

army, because in this case it is proposed to re-

ceive volunteers into it from the home army.

Besides, such compulsion would not be intolerable

to a martial people, as the nation is proposed to

be, proper measures being taken to mitigate ifs

inconveniences, and reconcile it's repugnancy to

popular feeling; pubhc agency, that would con-

duct the business in the most lenient and least

oppressive manner, having been previously insti-

tuted : such aggregates as may be ballotted and

impressed being provided at the time with re-

quisite necessaries, not being taken too early from

liome before they had or might have learned the

means of a livelihood, and being discharged at the

end of the war, or sooner, if possible ; and at the

end of the war a proper consideration being given

to each, as the case may require and a liberal na-

tion may choose to recompense those v^'hom it

has forced into service. However, compulsion

would be less necessary in consequence of the
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present plan, than of any otlier : the army would

be universally respected : the people not be in-

disposed to a military life : and that desertion

would cease, which is so common and ruinous to

the amiy at present.

Part 6th. Military skill and knowledge of ail

kinds, as they comprehend the perfection of the

art of war, should be thoroughly understood;

should be as capable of being carried into due ef-

fect ; and should every where be diffused through-

out the armies and difterent aggregate bodies,

as the service may be most benefitted thereby.

In particular the othcers should thus be rendered

complete and effective for their difltMcnt duties

and actual command : ought in general to be ex-

amined before they receive their appointments

:

and, as may be necessaiy, should previously serve

as cadets. Systems of all kinds of military know-

ledge, obvious to the general capacity, should be

happily devised at the expense of government,

and be procurable at a moderate price: and, as-

necessary, they may readily be taught and ex-

plained in arithmetical and mathematical schools,

which in a general view of education ought to be

founded in every great central market town
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throughout the kingdom. Likewise we should

duly study and cultivate military improvements,

and collect them from other countries. It is

only in this manner, that we shall be able to

acquire skill and talents, that may qualify us to

stand the contest with rivals transcendant in the

art of war, and that a people can be great and

warlike : and certainly neither court favour nor

parliamentary influence should in any respect mi-

litate against the good of the service, and su-

persede claims of superiour merit, so as to weaken

and counteract the present plan. Above all things,

the private soldier and aggregate should be taught

to fire with deliberation and exact aim. To cor-

poral dexterity and the precision of tactics should

be associated mental discipline, moral habits, and

the mind or character of the soldier : and these

might be understood, and the man formed, in

the most perfect manner, by the chaplains of

regiments, and by confiding the care of the hu-

man mind, as a necessary part of a practical sys-

tem of general weltare, to the religious agency

of the kinsfdom at larjje: so as most cffcctuallv

to complete the soldier, actuate the hero, and

contribute to form the great commander.
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Part 1th. Finally the martial genius, support-

ed by whatever can contribute to it's perfection;,

may be impressed upon the people at large, as

well as the regular army, in such a mxinner as

to draw forth all the possible energies of the man

for supporting the cause of his country. It may

be effectually formed in time of peace, as the use

of arms is a necessary part of education to render

a man able, active, and accomplislied : and the

excesses of martial genius might always be ef-

fectually counteracted by a system, which pro-

fesses " Peace on Earth, Good Will toward Men,''

and by abolishing the brutal custom of duelhng,

which is as injurious to the social relations as to

the life of man. The martial genius, cultivated

m a proper degree as a ])rinciple of education,

would imprint on the heart military enthusiasm,

delight in heroism, and contempt of the hardships

and dangers of vvai-, from the earliest period of

youth : and the soul of the warrior might be in-

fused into all ranks, and pass readily from the

general and soklier to the peasant, the manufac-

turer, and mechanic.

Due regard paid to merit, adequate pay and
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liecessarles supplied to make a military life happy

and comfortable, and proper objects for emula-

tion and ambition held forth, to the ofticers * as

well as to the privates, who fight or are ready to

fight the battles of their country^, arc indispen-

sable incentives, which liberality, gratitude, and

interest, powerfully recommend, ensuring the ad-

vantages of the plan and the support of the

public cause. For high recompense, honours,

and distinctions, must not be estranged in the

military profession from extraordinary courage,

ability, conduct, knowledge, and experience, but

be a part of the price of serving and defending

our countr}'. A further incentive is wanted,

which is supplied in the following work. For

this piesents a system of general welfare, which

will effectually relieve us from that excess of

taxation and misery, under which no people will

fight for their government and country; will

perfect the man, and, rendering punishment less

necessary and severe, make the service much more

agreeable : will rouse the national spirit to it's

highest exaltation : and call forth the irresistible

* Their pay in general is very inadequate,

d
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valour of patriotism; while the nation is proud-

ly conscious of possessing in the system a highly

enviable and inappreciable treasure of immortal

glory and inexhaustible beneficence for rectifying

public affairs and aggrandizing the empire; a

treasure wholly unknown to the Romans in the

decline of their empire, eminently surpassing the

boasted splendour and advantages of the French

revolution, and the certain means of infinitely in-

creasing our wealth and population.

Thus a plan may be formed and matured to

perfect the military strength of the country.

Being comparatively considered with the late pro-

posals laid before parliament for the same pur-

pose, it will discover such energy and efficacy, as

must prove these to be inadequate and ineffec-

tive. At the same time it must ensure the faith-

ful services of the whole disciplined aggregate

of the kingdom of Ireland : would indissolubly

connect us with our king and constitution : will

render the peace hereafter recommended safe and

prudent, as well as sure and effectual in all re-

spects : and add another to the numerous motives

which imperiously prescribe no longer to delay
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the opportunity we possess in the subsequent pro-

posals, of formhig a permanent and advantageous

peace; no longer to deceive ourselves by ill-

grounded expectations, that there are any other

means of forming such a peace, that such a

peace can possibly be made in conformity with

our past system of politics, and that the peace,

which appears to be intended at some future

day, will be for the real interest of the nation.

Before proceeding to the subject of the work,

it may farther be useful to make some observa-

tions upon the general incapacity under which

we labour, in respect of the grand comprehensive

subject of general welfare, on account of it's vast

extent, magnitude, and variety, the numerous re-

quisites essential to constitute and advance It,

the infmite errours necessary to be removed, and

the too little progress we have made in it. All

these particulars we ought to know, omitting

none of them : and we must fully comprehend,

and determine with an accurate judgment, upon

the general prospect of tliem, in such a manner

as the free and unbiassed \iews of practical im

nrovement alone can suggest ; by the eyes of
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which art only can a staresman distinguish er-

rours as lie ought, rectify them, and advance the

interests of his country and the World to their in-

tended perfection. Ministers therefore will not he

ofiended, while I attempt to put them here suffi-

ciently on their guard, hy pointing out to them,

that general welfare as a whole can not he said to

have heen studied, and hy informing them in an

impressive mannei", what extensive industry, new

efforts, anrl alterations of conduct, are necessary on

their part. Nay, the single object of peace, as it

is, and can only he summarily treated in this pam-

phlet, presents a complex view, to which it is very

poss'hle they may have supposed it unnecessary to

advert, notwithstanding the inmicdiate establish-

ment and future permanence of peace wluch depend

on it: and embracing considerations as numerous

as the laws that actuate and control our planetar

ry system, may in a snigle additional paragraph

shadow out the proper magnitude of the subject

of general welfare, and the inadequacy of the

thought, application, and talents, with which we

have iiitherto cultivated and forwarded it's mos,t

jmpoitant interests.
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What have we not yet to do in respect of the

single object of peace ! What vast comprehension,

and clearness and solidity of judgment, are yet ne^

cessary to enable us to act upon the happy com-

bination of numerous particulars, for the future

purpose of procuring a permanent and advanta-

geous peace ! We have to explore new means for

accomplishing this most important purpose, that

involve considerations of extensive subjects, of

which we have no idea, but which can be, and

are, placed on the most perfect ground of convic-

tion; the founding even of a new kingdom of

Assyria by Great Britain, the colonization of

Egypt by the French, and other considerations

novel and extraordinary, by which all the diffi-

culties in the way of arriving at a desirable peace

can effectually, nay readily be surmounted*

* If we will not adopt such means, and take proper mea-

sures to procure this most desirable peace, we must be content

with a bad peace. But it is too important not to observe, lest

the latter should be our clioice, that it would be our advan-

tage to cede Malta even directly to France, rather than to

retain it ourselves, in order to pro e a continual provocation,

3,nd ground of war, as otherwise would be unavoidable. For
the possession of Gibraltar, and the conquest of Minorca, or of

iVIalta itself, in our future wars, would enable us to watch suffi-
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We have to relinquish, what is indeed difficult,

and to some ministers would be impossible, those

poHtics which we have hitherto pursued in regard

to the continent ; and, what however is our high-

est interest, to make our own strength superiour

to the possible increase of that of France, as well

as to husband it for our own protectiou and that

of the World We have to discontinue the promo-

tion of the present weakness of the continental

powers, nay by this means to permit the recovery

of their strength, and thus to avoid alliances, that

would generate perpetual jealousies and enmities

between us and our rivals. We have to exert our-

selves, which cannot be done without efforts, in

founding the kingdom of Assyria, extending our

maritime resources, and constituting ourselves a

martial people, as the means by which we can act

for every offensive and defensive purpose necessary

in all quarters of the World, indcpendantly of con-

tinental assistance. At the same time we must re-

nounce all expectations of France relinquishing

ciently the naval preparations and the commerce of the eastern

shores of France, and Spain, and of Italy, and the Mcditer,.

ranean at Uirge.
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her authority over what may be called her barrier

powers, and leaving them independant, unless by

our real good will and permanent friendship.

Against our passions, as the worst enemies both

of France and ourselves, we must be on constant

guard; aware, that they are not only those tem-

porary clouds, which darken the hemisphere, but

that permanent film, which impairs the force of

our sight itself. Otherwise, in making peace with

France, we shall continue to consider her as an

enemy, and as an inveterate foe, who will not

through kind treatment and conciliation become

an affectionate sister nation, and cheerfully con-

cede to us every thing she can spare, while we in

pacifying her may part only with what to keep

cannot avail us, nay must prove an obstacle to our

dearest interests. In fine, we have no other alter-

native to adopt : but there is no doubt, that a man

properly imbued with these principles, and compe-

tent to apply them, would be able immediately to

make a permanent and highly advantageous peace

:

while with principles the reverse of them he will

lose for years the benefit of this peace, at the cer-

tainty of an infinite national expenditure, for ever

procrastinate so desirable an event, see endless ob-
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jections through the medium of liis disordered vi-

sion, and never be able to effect a peace of any

permanence. Yet, however great and arduous the

different objects, and the whole of general wel-

fare, may in their accomplishment appear to be,

proper devotion paid to them will make them per-

fectly easy, as the following pages show, and, it is

trusted, show to have indeed already rendered them

perfectly easy : but political and legislative opera-

tions, conducted through an extensive and busy

circle upon a wrong system, must always be in-

finitely embarrassing, tedious, and fatal.



MEASURES

AS WELL AS

M E N.

Ye various orders and individuals of the several

communities of the World, including the lowest

as well as the highest and most sacred stations of

society ; but more particularly my own country-

men ; to you I address myself

Fully sensible of the illustrious characters,

eminent virtues, and shining talents of many
among you; and of the weight and number of

the various classes, before whom I thus unsoli-

cited present myself; it is with all humility I

venture to claim your attention, not to me or to

my own concerns, but to subjects of the hiohest

importance to yourselves, to your children, to your

remotest posterity. They are the cause of God,
of nature, and of man. If the Creator be indeed

wise and benevolent, he must have intended man-
kind to be prosperous and happy, and he must
have placed the means of their being so within

their power. But as this great end has never yet

a
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been attained, it is obvious, that some of the

means at least hav^e hitherto been abused, per-

verted, or undiscerned and unknown. As far in-

deed as they lia\ e been ascertained, pursued, and

properly applied, tlie state of man has been im-

proved ; but stili it remains far short of what it

might be made, and what it was intended to be.

To point out, therefore, how it may be carried

forward to that degree of perfection, which it

was designed by Omnipotence to acquire, is the

purpose of the present pages.

What I presume to recommend is that aggre-

gate of the good, agreeable, and useful, which the

Ahnighty originally created and intended for the

use and service of the whole of mankind. This is

indeed immense; capable of diffusing happiness

and prosperity throughout the ^^'orl(l, and infi-

nitely more than adequate to tlie exigencies of the

present crisis. It is an aggregate, which, duly

employed by the genius and exertions of man, is

capable of bringing nations to a state of practical

perfection; and, properly modified and conducted,

is formed, by national imj)rovement, into a sci-

entific system of general welfare, the nature and

oflices of which will hereafter be su'nmarily de-

scribed. It is actually and potentially contained

in the grand system of (jod and nature, as this

is connected with the interests of mankind, and

as we are left as free agents, to explore and con-

duct it by human reason. A system, which the



present era has discovered*, but to which, my
countrymen, you have too long neglected to pay

attention, most fatally for yourselves, and for man-

kind at large.

Various causes have concurred, both to hinder

the discovery from having been made before the

present era, and to prevent it from being attended

to when made. Some of these causes it is neces-

sary' to point out ; as this will more readily and

natural I}- lead you to adopt and patronise the sys-

tem, and remove the obstacles, that militate a-

gainst it's advancement. The principal cause has

been a perverse and infatuated, and a most vi-

olent and passionate, attachment to the ruinous

measures of a false and mistaken policy, that have

long been pursued as the objects of vain glory;

but of late, in attempts to perpetuate war and mo-

nopolize the wealth of the World, have been car-

ried to such a height of barbarity, crime, and

folly, as to prove their absolute and total incon-

sistency with the intentions of divine policy, and

the rectitude of the human understanding. An-

other cause, which has strongly cooperated with

the preceding, has been our universal ignorance

of the genuine means of advancing and com-

pleting the prosperity and happiness of mankind ;

whence men have weakly and basely submitted

to a highly miserable and destructive state of so-

* See the heads of the system, Appendix, No. 1.
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ciet}' and national intercourse ; and have been

averse to investigate and ascertain the actual

means of remedying it and substituting the op-

posite excellencies in it's stead : thinking these

visionary and impossil)le, because the reverse of

what the World has hitherto been. Insomuch that

at length, from the cooperation of these two

causes alone, we are brought into such a perilous

and distressed state, aggravated with the heaviest

charges against us of political guilt, and econo-

mical inability, as to render it necessary to look

fairly into the subject, see the true sources of our

past misconduct, and find the means of extricating

us from it's consequences. The means will be found

in that true system of politics and general welfare,

which is as capable of rectifying public affairs, as

of accomplishing the grand destiny of mankind

;

and in no other source whatever, as is fully proved

from mduction. In the mean time it is no less

essential to our own welfare, than to that of man-

kind at large, that the charges alleged against us

be neither extenuated, nor withheld from the pub-

lic eye. They are too necessary to stimulate us

to study the general welfare of our species and

country, and to actuate the energetic powers, by

which public and private prosjKTJty and happi-

ness are to be promoted, and finally completed

;

which it would be an absurdity to expect with-

gut an adequate comprehension of it's interests,

the study of their principles, deep consideration,



the certainty of intuition, tlie happiest combina-

tions, enlarged sentiments, true magnaniniity, and

correspondent deeds and efforts. To be excited

in these various modes for such grand purposes,

^ve must be as freely told of our follies, our er-

rours, and our vices, as we have abused and per-

verted our reason, ])roved fools and enemies to

ourselves, and thwarted all the benevolent inten-

tions of our Creator. In branding our past pro-

ceedings with the opprobrious names they merit,

we shall open that career of honour, which it is

absolutely necessary for us to pursue in future

:

and no longer employ our natural and acquired

advantages for our own ruin, and the destruction

of others, but for all the purposes of universal

good. A short essay by dean Swift, written in

the utmost simplicity of style, was able to ren-

der the parliament sensible of the true interests

of the nation ; and induce them to abandon a war,

the glory and success of which were sufficient to

dazzle the eyes of most men, and were thus en-

ticing them to their own ruin. Is it too presump-

tuous then to hope, that a simple exposition of

our present interests, and of the means of attain-

ing them as intended by Providence, cooperating

with a due sense of our ]jast misconduct, may in-

duce us now to rectity the state of public affairs,

and accomplish the grand destiny of mankind ?

When thus raised to your proper sphere of worth

and perfection, I neither pretend nor wish, tjiat



you should be pageants tricked out with the me-

retricious arts of aflfectation and pretended im-

provement ; should disregard your private interests

and fortune ; or lose the sweet rewards of service,

and the fruits of industiy ; but that you shall not

be ruined, as well as vilified and debased ; shall be

rendered worthy of yourselves and of your Creator;

and understand and pursue the means of your own

prosperity and happiness, as the real good of your

country may requiie, in which your own is neces^

sarily involved.

Less apology is necessary on my part, as in so-

liciting your patronage and adoption of the system

to which 1 allude, I do no mo^e than support the

labours of another person, whom I knew early in

life at college, and of whose good intentions I

never could entertain a doubt. In my judgment,

however, they are labours of essential consequence

to my country and mankind, and particularly at

this crisis ; because they consist of executive plans,

and great and useful discoveries, which he has evi-

dently been in the habit of exploring in all the

various departments of general welfare; and per-

fectly suit the present state of the times, and of

public affairs, when it is acknowledged by the

highest authority in parHament, that our suffer-

ings and danger are inlinitely great at home, and

there is less hope abroad for the future, or con-

solation for the past. Still I profess to offer only

original matter to the public on this occasion.



For the subject is too copious to require me to

borrow his ideas and proposals, unless as corol-

laries, which he has omitted to deduce; and I

shall treat it therefore under the followino- heads:

1st, The general nature and economy of the sys-

tem, and of the measures recommended by it, as

well as of those pursued for a long time past, tliat

should be wholly abandoned : 2dly, The proper

practical means for carrying the system, and the

measures it recommends, into effect. In conclu-

sion I shall subjoin a few particular addresses to

the most suitable personages and parties for in-

troducing and forwarding the proposed system of

general welfare. It now remains to observe, that

it is absolutely necessary in the present short tract,

to reduce it's contents to the smallest compass pos-

sible ; but that the works referred to in the ap-

pendix will supply any deficiency, that may occur

in explaining them, and in supporting them by

their requisite proofs : for, if any doubts should

ocCur, or be left unanswered, the subject is too im-

portant for me not to point out where they may be

ftdly solved.

The system of general welfare above announced,

as composing the 1st Division of my subject,

may be more particularly considered, as it is use-

ful, agreeable, and pleasing ; and in general prac-

tical and executive. It is calculated, not only

in every respect, but in the highest degree, in all

respects, to serve and benefit mankind. It's pow-



ers for this purpose will appear wonderful, when

they are examined in the works above referred to,

' Peace on Earth,' and the ' National Improve-

ments of the British Empire.' While it is capable

of procuring the highest possible aggrandizement

and prosperity to nations and individuals, it is

capable at the same time of supplying such solid,

substantial, and refined happiness, as it is highly

rational to suppose to have been intended by the

Almighty for the human species, but M'hich has

too generally been imagined visionary and im-

practicable. The conditions however, on which

man is permitted to derive these advantages from

the system, are his own exertions and industry

as a free agent, employed in respect of himself and

the creation at large ; and unquestionably both a

very favourable opportunity and the proper means

are liberally afforded him by Providence, for em-

ploying his industry and exertions in this manner

throughout the World. Thus in the just appre-

ciation of the system of the World,

' the shadows fly

From Nature's face, confusion disappears

;

And order charms the eyes, and harmony the cars.'

Such is the lot of man in this life ! It's advan-

tages must be procured by grand and strenuous

exertions of thought and action, of useful industry

and extensive improvement ; which, however, as

will be seen, are destined to be accompanied by



the high pleasures of true sensibility, a refined

taste, and duly excited and well regulated pas-

sions.

Human welfare, however, is fixed, and can be

established alone on the twelve grand foundations

provided for it, that embrace respectively the se-

veral powers of universal good known in this life;

and by completing them, and deriving from them,

the means essential to the consunnnation of the

destiny of man. These foundations are the 12

heads of the grand system of general welfare,

and are : 1, Government: 2, Public Agency: 3,

Politics: 4, Finance: 5, Agriculture: 6, General

Industry, manual and intellectual : 7, Commerce:

8, Mental Instruction : 9, lleligion : 10, Medicine :

11, Practical Jurisprudence, or the Law: and 12,

Public Philanthropy, or the appropriate means of

advancing individual prosperity and happiness.

For it is certain from induction, that man neither

knows nor can comprehend any good, or the

means of effecting any good, that may not be re-

ferred to one or other of the twelve heads : and as

cither an omission or defect in the subordinate parts

of one of these heads cannot occur without inju-

rious consetpiences to the human race, so each

head fully and perfectly constituted is necessary

to complete the lot of mankind. The measures,

that at present every where regulate and direct

the concerns of society, taken in the aggregate,

^nay actually be considered as a remote approach
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to the system. They are all referiible to its dif-

ferent lieads, however deficient they may be found

in number, or in perfection ; however ill put to-

gether and unfit for an advantageous cooperation;

or for whatever improper purposes they may be

employed. For instance, we find ail nations have

recourse more or less partially and imperfectly to

public agency or police, to finances, and politics
;

are obliged by necessity to attend in a certain de-

gree to "general industry, agriculture, and com-

merce ; employ in some mode or other religion,

law, and medicine ; are all benefitted by the adop-

tion of some form of government; must pay some

attention to mental instruction ; and none can

totally dispense with the services of appropriate

means of individual prosperity and happiness.

Not one of these can be annihilated, without an-

nihilating socict}', and subverting nations. Nay
eveiy particular subject of any one of the heads,

in however small a degree it contributes to plea-

sure or advantage, must, from the extent of the

human species, be desirable and applicable to many

persons; and therefore of an importance, the limits

ofwhich it would be difficult to assign. In fact

it is through the constituent parts of this system,

that all nations have hitherto advanced them-

selves beyond a state of barbarit}^; and it is

owing to their not having availed themselves of

all the advantages, which they might have de-

rived from them, that thev have committed so
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many crimes and follies, and suffered so many mi-

series and privations, as to have given them a

plausible pretenee for arraigning the wisdom and

goodness of Providence in creating man.

Even the mere collection of the diff'erent in-

terests of general welfare into a regular form is in

various respects attended with infinite advantages.

It presents to our view, and enables us to cultivate

separately each of the different heads in the most

exact and scientific manner: and at the same time

affords the most favourable opportunity for com-

bining and causing them to cooperate, so that we
may exhaust all the services, which as a whole

they are capable of furnishing. As fiamed with

accuracy, it prevents the omission of any subject

of consequence. Being comprehensive, it does not

take things by bits and scraps, under different pre-

tences, and at different times, as they occasionally

press upon us, without a possibility of regarding

their relations and dependencies. In fine, a system

formed in a proper and scientific manner, according

to the laws of practical improvement, as is pro-

posed, duly notices each part, both separately and

in combination, and renders the whole complete,

not following the usages of statesmen, and leav-

ing all things partial, deficient, and inadequate

to their proper purposes. It places every useful

or desirable object upon it's true and proper basis,

leaving nothing weak ; corrects itself, and super-

sedes the necessity of numerous and burdensome
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measures of grtat show, but little energy; makes

things clear, plain, and simple, and reduces them

within their narrowest limits. It renders projects

practical and executive, masterly, and superiour

to an}^ thing that can be devised in any other

mode, by providing all adequate and recpiisite mea-

sures, and combining them, with genius and dex-

terity, into effectual plans, according to their dif-

ferent intentions ; and supplies general rules for

every incidental exigency, on the principles of

which the soundest dependence may be placed.

Thus it furnishes the means of preventing the

errours of the M'orld ; and proposes to senates a

certain guide for accomplishing the ))rosperity and

happiness of nations, which they have hitherto

sought in the parade and splendour of greatness

and eloquence, in the labyrinths of surmise and

delusion, and in the ruinous criminality and weak-

ness of ineffectual and sanguinary measures. Thus

it accustoms them to that vast exertion of thought

which the complex interests of mankind require

:

provides whatc\ er meliorative powers are wanted :

and no longer permits the interests of mankind to

remain fortuitous and arbitrary; hollow and de-

ceitful while gaudy and ostentatious ; and a prey

to impotence, negligence, despair, and guilt.

The system is indeed peculiarly practical and

executive, insomuch as to be altogether adapted

and adequate to the accomplishment of it's final

purpose of national perfection. For m fact it
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wliolly consists in practical measures, except as

knowledge is useful and essential to these in a

great degree : and thus absolutely diliers from the

literary and oratorical productions of the age,

which are speculative and persuasive, and bear

not at all, or not as they ought, upon the actual

means of accomplishing the different purposes of

universal good. Even Dr. Smith's great work on

the wealth of nations will be found a mere specu-

lative production, when it is compared with the

National Improvements of the British Empire.

The system Is in fact a reservoir of the active

principles and means of general welfare ; and

shows how to em])loy them to the greatest cer-

tainty and advantage, especially In de\lslng plans,

and forming discoveries and inventions. In par-

ticular, it directs man to every species of improve-

ment; and It urges him with the strongest incen-

tives to accomplish the purposes of his destiny, bv

providing him with the most suitable and active

principles ; with the greatest heroism and magna-

nimity, with highly benign and meliorative dis-

positions and energies, and with the most power-

ful and effective passions. At the same time it

gives both strength and existence to societv, and
enables it to supply the weakness of the individual

by the greater knowledge and capital of numbers
united, and the combined efforts of their industry.

It advances still higher in these respects : and, as

will be elucidated hereafter, can enable executive
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government, through the medium of public agency,

to execute the most arduous and extensive national

"improvements essential to national perfection.

Having dwelt at some length upon the nature

of the system in general, and the advantages of

it, and the extraordinaiy efficacy of it's practical

powers ; it may be naturally expected, that an apo-

logy should be offered for introducing thus at large

an abstract subject, and that the consideration of it

should be no farther extended. These expectations,

however, cannot be gratified. What has been al-

ready observed upon the system shows it's won-

derful construction, and it's infinite energies, as

being altogether adequate to the establishment of

national perfection ; and fully justifies the protrac-

tion of the subject to whatever extent may be

thought requisite, in order to evince the necessity

of adopting it. The system contains not only the

practical philosophy that relates to general wel-

fare, but is that grand philosophy which consti-

tutes the great amount of human happiness; and,

the elements of the physical sciences contained in

it, which belong to their respective professors, be-

ing omitted, the whole is a study, that is highly

pleasing, should not be abbreviated, is essential to

every well educated person, and cannot be too ge-

neral. Above all, it ought to be the anxious study

of the senator, who should substitute it in the

place of precedents, the routine of office, matters

of trifling consequence, and, comparatively speak-
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ing, a grain or two of important knowledge, mag-

nified and amplined into an appearance of huge

dimensions by pomp and prolixity of descriptiofc.

It is certainly not sufficient, that he is capable

of overwhelming every valuable proposal, as is too

frequently the case, by objections, the strength of

which rests merely on terms and the powers of

language, sometimes on the reporter, and not on

real solid foundations ; because he will thus in the

end overturn both his country, and the present

system. It is indeed important to make the se-

nator a philosopher in general welfare : and he

may readily be such, and at the same time a pro-

ficient at Newmarket and White's, if to be a phi-

losopher in general welfare be a character as easily

attainable, as it will be shown to be in this work.

There is a particular gTand feature of the system,

which it is necessary, fully to delineate. This

feature, highly important in itself, has hitherto been

ill understood by man : yet united with the powers
and means already mentioned, it is calculated, as a

powerful inducement, to ensure the institution of

national perfection; and will therefore no longer

permit us to look upon this perfection as a Utopian

and romantic speculation. It is no other than

that astonishing profusion of happiness, which
the Almighty has attached to the real means and
act of introducing, constituting, and practicing

national perfection, whether as a whole or in its

component parts. A celebrated poet has called
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this profusion of happiness, I may say impiously

called it, the Pleasures of Imagination, conforming

liis title to tlie civil and political ignorance of the

times. But they are, and should have been called

the Pleasures of Creation, as if» views are direct-

ed to realise national perfection. These pleasures

are all the natural attendants of the practical com-

})letion and perfection of general welfare : and his

poem is, in this sense, the mere transcript of them,

and has indeed been incapable of enlarging itself

in this point by invention. I may therefore be

permitted to discuss freely, though partially, the

subject of happiness : and in thus rendering justice

to the system of general welfare, as nature or ra-

ther God reveals it in his works, and in creation

itself, a proper counterpart only will be prepared, as

in the publication entitled Peace on Earth this

system is showTi to be divine, and revealed by the

word of God.

That the system of general welfare, intended by

Providence for the use and service of man, con-

tains the proper constituent means of his happiness,

as well as of whatever is useful and conducive to

his prosperity, was the settled opinion of the wisest

philosophers of Greece. They even designated the

means of happiness under the apj^ellation of the

beautiful. This term however it would be wrong

to employ in speaking of the present important

svstem, because in it's common acceptation it is

applicable only to a single species of the charms
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of nature. By their sagacity, and penetration into

tile views and economy of the divine creation, those

philosophers saw, that means of both happir^ess

and utihty were actually to be employed for effect-

ing and completing the general welfare of man-

kind; and were equally true, certain, and well

founded in nature. Thus ])eauty or happiness,

and active use, as the poet observes, are insepa-

rable comates.

—— Then tell me, for ye know,

Does Beauty ever deign to dwell where Health

And active Use are strangers ? Is her charm

Confess'd in aught, whose most peculiar ends

Are lame and fruitless ? Or did Nature meaa

This pleasing call the herald of a lie ;

To hide the shame of Discord and Disease,

And catch with fair hypocrisy the heart

Of idle Faith ? O no ! with better cares

Th' indulgent mother, conscious how infirm

Her offspring tread the paths of good and ill,

By this illustrious image in each kind,

Still most illustrious where the object holds

It's native powers most perfect, she by this

Illumes the headstrong impulse of Desire,

And sanctifies his choice. The gen'rous glcb?,

Whose bosom smiles with verdure, the clear tract

Of streams delicious to the thirsty soul.

The bloom of nectar'd fruitage ripe to sense,

And ev'ry charm of animated things.

Are only pledges of a state sincere,

Th' integrity and order of their frame.

When all is well within, and every end

Accomplished. Thus was Beauty sent from Heav'a.
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The lovely ministress of Truth and Good

In this dark V.'orld : for Truth and Good are one,

And Beauty dwells in them, and they in her,

With like participation*."

Tlie Almighty has provided for the liappiness

of man in the most liberal manner, in different re-

sources. The principal of tliese are the charms of

nature ; the paternal care and providence of go-

vernment ; the operations of the mind ; and our

own active exertions : and they all contri])ute to

advance different improvements, v.hich lead to na-

tional perfection, or sooth and recompense human

labour, while it is thus employed. The charms

of nature powerfully connect us with creation at

large, different Important purposes of which, it is

well known, human exertions are necessary to

fulfill and carry into effect : and we certainly

meet with infinitely more than adequate returns

* The above and subsequent quotations at large, as mcII

as some particular expressions not noticed employed in the text,

need no apology, as they are extracted from a work of great

poetical genius. The work itself is vvhoUy appropriated to

consider that great system, the consideration of which is the

proper subject of the first division of the present pamphlet

:

and it's language, however happy, is no more than justly com-

mensurate to the system of a God, whose conceptions expressed

in his works and intentions, being wonderfully sublime and

beautiful, and always arranged according to system, must ne-

cessarily be such as the highest species of poetr)" alone can de-

scribe with justice.
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^ in the pleasurable Impressions of taste and senti-

ment, which different objects of nature and works

of art present to us ; or in the more corporeal en-

joyments we derive from them, our own labours

procuring us these, or the means by which they

are acquired. We shall not ask whether na-

ture have contributed her share toward human
happiness, if we read the following lines :

• ^' Wherefore then her form

So exquisitely fair ? Her breath perfumed

With such ethereal sweetness ? Whence her Toice

Inform'd at will to raise or to depress

Th' impassion'd soul ? And whence the robes of light,

Which thus invest her with more lovely pomp,

Than fancy can describe ? Whence but from thee,

O source divine of ever-flowing love,

And thy unmeasur'd goodness ? Not content

With ev'ry food of life to nourish man,

By kind illusions of the wond'ring sense

Thou mak'st all nature beauty to his eye.

Or music to his ear."

In the various and important concerns of so-

ciety, which a wise, well informed, and benevolent

sovereign superintends, an abundant provision for

human happiness is supplied, through the proper

arts of practical improvement. Man therefore in

society ought to possess, in due abundance and of

sufficient excellence, all the different objects of grati-

fication and pleasure, tliat are essential to happiness,

if his own means and industry be competent to pur-

chase them : but it is his duty not to abuse them,

Q 2
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and to accommodate his desires to his station;

and his interest, to preserve a proper relish for

the simple but delightful objects of nature. The

Creator has instituted civil government to answer

these purposes : and his intentions are in general

marred solely by perfidious, selfish, ignorant, or

unprincipled statesmen. Even peace might be per-

manent, as will be hereafter pointed out, if it were

not constantly interrupted b}' them : and there is

no actual occasion for those sanguinary and in-

cessant wars, that exhaust the wealth of British

industry. They tend not merely to deprive «§

of the blessings of light, of the gratification of

wine, of our natural exercise in the fields and on

horseback, but of all the commodities of life ; as

well as of that generous provision made for us by

nature of those necessaries and employments,

which as useful, and pleasurable, nay rationally lux-

urious, are within the reach of the well conducted

and active energies of labour to procure. Prac-

tical improvement, as it might prevent these pri-

vations, is scouted in every department, though

it's meliorative powers ought to be cherished and

befriended by the state, if it were only because by

it's means every provision of universal good, nay

health itself*, can be infinitely farther extended^

* The cultivation of medicine has a right to call upon the le-

gislature for aid in a country, wherein it is not honoured with

a poilege for the purpose. Great services may certainly be dc

rived from it, iu addition to those already received : ?? ro^y b«
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and enjoyed in much greater perfection, under

public calamity.

Independently of the charms of nature, the

means of happiness are in a wonderful manner

provided in the mind of every individual. Per-

ception can by it's due exercise be readily im-

proved in all, so as to form the power which is

called taste : and we see in consequence of the

earliest exercise of this faculty, the young child

acquiring every possible elegance of action, and

the habits of grace. On one hand it thus gives

exquisite sensibility to the heart ; and leaves it

capable of being duly aifected by those variously

diversified, powerful, and transporting, but correct

and motlified, sensations of the passions, which we
call emotions. On the other, it furnishes us with

numerous pleasing ideal stores adequate to awaken

the emotions, and which the memory is always

busy in revising, and the imagination in forming

or combining. Nay, at length we know, that

the proper regulations, and means of conducting

these operations of the mind, which excite the

feelings of taste, can be reduced to a fixed plan,

comprised within such narrow limits, and subjected

illustrated by observing, that as yet it is unlcnown, to what

extent disease depends on the spasmodic irritability of the vas-

cular system, independently of the nervous system, whether

the former of these be generally or topically aifected ; how far

the return and attack of disorder may be prevented 3 and how

far bark is useful in old age.
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so to rule, as to enable man in all ranks of life

to regulate his fancy and genius by it's means,

and procure himself an inexhaustible source of

pleasure and happiness, and diffusive gratification,

through his different connexions and interests.

The plan or project for the purpose, so far as

it's place is not supplied by nature, whose

attention to cultivate the powers of genius and

taste is often extraordinary, may be seen under

12 heads in the Appendix, No. 3. But we de*

rive happiness materially from all the parts of the

mind. Our intellectual and moral pleasures are

numerous and exquisite ; and the various engage-

ments in which we are occupied, and our executive

and passionate powers happily combined, are highly

productive of permanent gratification. Taste itself

principally depends upon the just excitement of

the numerous emotions of the passions ; and a very

valuable species of human happiness, if not of all

the most estimable, consists in the mind's being

cultivated and improved, imbued with it's genuine

feelings and emotions, and employed in a suf-

ficient diversity of pleasing sentiments and re-

flections,

" Mind, Mind alone, (bear witness Earth andHeav'n,)

The living fountains in itself contains

Of beauteous and sublime : here hand in hand,

Sit paramount the Graces ; here euthron'd,

Celestial Venus, with divinest airs,

Invites the soul to never fading joy.
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Look then abroad through Nature, to the range

Of planets, suns, and adamantine sphere^

Wheeling unshaken through the void immense
;

And speak, O Man! does this capacious scene

With half that kindling majesty dilate

Thy strong conception, as when Brutus rose

Refulgent from the stroke of Caisar's fate,

Amid the cro^vd of patriots ; and, his arm

Aloft extending, like eternal Jove

When guilt brings down the thunder, call'd aloud

On Tully's name, and shook his crimson'd steel,

And bade the father of his country hail

!

For lo ! the tyrant prostrate in the dust,

And Rome again is free ! Is aught so fair

In all the dewy landscapes of the spring,

In the bright eye of Hesper or the morn.

In nature's fairest forms, is aught so fair

As virtuous friendship ? As the candid blush

Of him, who strives with fortune to be just ?

The graceful tear, that streams for others' woes?

Or the mild majesty of private life,

Where Peace with ever-blooming olive crowns

The gate ; where Honour's lib'ral ^jands effuse

Uncnvied treasures, and the snowy wings

Of Innocence and Love protect the scene?'*

It is next proposed to attend to the mind in

general, as the knowledge of it, and the resources

that n^ay be drawn from it, are applicable in a

high degree to constitute human happiness, but

are at the same time intended to forward all the

various interests of general welfare and national

perfection. The discoveiy of the anatomy of the
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mind*, as it is cxliibited in the work entitled

' Peace on Earth,' may be considered as of the

* In this discovery I conceive the rainJ to be justly drawn

in the vthole of it's different parts, through their several rami-

fications and contrarieties, that is, in it's numerous excellencies,

sublunary pravities, similar, opposite, and diversified powers,

and extensive capacities ; all it's phenomena being, like those

of matter, collected, determined, and fixed upon the principles

of philosophy laid down by lord Bacon. Thus a subject, hi-

therto in appearance intricate and incomprehensible, is at length

exhibited as a complete whole ; appears in it's proper ease and

simplicity, as well as peculiar powers and energies ; and is at the

same time explained by terms appropriate, yet common, hap-

pily selected, and beautifully illustrative. Previous to this,

every thing respecting the mind was settled in the most arbi-

trary manner : and even men of eminence considered the mind

as nothing more than the faculty of perception accompanied

with the retention of ideas, and thought a? no other than

a fluid or dir secreted from the brain during sleep. Now men-

tal knowledge is as susceptible of the exercise of philosophy as

the labours of Newton; and the ascertainment, by it*s means,

of perceptive organization, of sensitive organization, and of the

mixture of spirits, are as strict and just interpretations of

hi'^hly important metaphysical facts, as the term attraction is

of one of the most important qualities of matter. Nay, the

meaning of the term philosopher, properly speaking, is no other

than that of a man, who has the perfect use of the parts of his

mind, he both duly exercising and duly controlling them ; and

who possesses such useful knowledge as suits his station in life,

which however can readily be dispensed throughout society.

The discovery of the anatomy of the mind is singularly well cal

,

culated to teach such use of the parts of the mind to all stations ;

therefore to make all men philosophers, qualified to concur ia

establishing national perfection.
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highest importance to the estabHshment of na-

tional perfection. It brings us acquainted with

the several parts of the mind, and enables us to

cultivate them separately, as well as the whole

together, so as to qualify man in the most de-

sirable manner to execute according to his sta-

tion the different views of the grand system of

general welfare proposed in that work. At the

same time it brings us acquainted with numerous

facts of essential consequence to the system, and

the completion of the perfection of nations. Thus

it imparts to us the knowledge of the means of

prosecuting important discoveries and inventions ;

of the natural meliorative powers of man, and the

principles by which he may derixe the greatest ad-

vantage from them ; of the manner of availing

ourselves of our great executive powers and ener-

gies, so as on the most extensive scale to accom-

plish those extraordinary services and perfonu-

ances that now appear hardly possible ; and in.

particular of guarding ourselves effectually against

all the powerful, fallacious arts, by w^hich the pas-

sions impose upon our judgments, that is, the

arts of passionate deception, as explained in Ap-

pendix No. 2, which as fatally mislead statesmen

and senates as the humblest of individuals. It

proves to us, that man was destined, by the right

conduct of his intellectual faculties, to act in the

highest sphere of human efforts, with wisdom and

certainty, on the most sure and solid foundations
j
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and in the due and early cultivation of his different

mental powers, to act in like manner with real

virtue, especially if we do not ignorantly expect

morality to be produced by the forcible suppression

of vice, when this has become habitual. What

however is highly important to the grand cause

of general welfare, it evinces, that man is naturally

in fact a benevolent being, " made to behold and

love what his eternal IVIaker beholds and loves,

the general orb of life and being ;" and to adapt

to it his meliorative and executive energies, which

thus become proportionate to the object of na^

tional perfection. Thus man has been created as

a peculiar instrument to discharge the offices of

humanity and improvement in this world ; and to

combine their operations in the grand system of

universal good.

But, in order to ensure and expedite the per-

formance of whatever is grand and useful, and

effectually to advance the extraordinary deeds and

efforts necessary for accomplishing the extensive

views of creation, and of the general welfare of

all people ; a high degree of attaclunent and zeal,

which produce a peculiar and exquisite pleasure

and gratification, and in the result permanent

and solid happiness, accompany the actions and^

operations necessary to execute and complete them.

Add to this, arduous and grand objects, tliat are

liigbly important or useful, often possess such qua-

lities, as are capable of exciting those sublime,
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pleasing, or pathetic passions, that lead the mind

captive, and impel it to those extraordinary ex-

ertions, that yield the highest gratification. Nay,

the mind itself has wonderful powers adapted to

the reception of such impressions, as incite it to

proceed forward, unwearied and undismayed, with

the greatest enterprises, though accompanied with

the most protracted and complicated series of ex-

ertion, of toil and trouble, and even of the highest

distress and danger.

*' Say why was man so eminently rais'd

Amid the vast creation ; Mhy ordain'd

Through life and death to dart his piercing eye,

With thoughts beyond the limit of his frame ;

But that th' Omnipotent might send him forth

In sight of mortal and immortal pow'rs.

As on a boundless theatre, to run

The great career of justice; to exalt

His gen'rous aim to all diviner deeds

;

To chase each partial purpose from his breast

;

And through the mists of passion and of sense,

And through the tossing tide of chance and pain,

To hold his course unfalt'ring, while the voice

Of Truth and Virtue, up the steep ascent

Of nature, calls him to his high reward,

Th' applauding smile of Heav'n ? Else wherefore burns

In mortal bosoms this unquenched hope.

That breathes from day to day sublimer things.

And mocks possession ? Wherefore darts the mind.

With such resistless ardour to embrace

Majestic forms ; impatient to be free,

Spurning the gross control of wilful Might ;
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Proud of the strong contention of her toils
;

Proud to be daring- ?

"

'' The high born soul

Disdains to rest her Heav'n aspiring wing

Beneath it's native quarry."

" These her hopes

Rest at the fated goal. For from the birth

Of mortal man, the sovereign Maker said,

That not in humble, nor in brief delight,

I*ifot in the fading echoes of Renown,

Pow'r's purple robes, or Pleasure's flow'ry lap,

The soul should find enjoyment : but from these

Turning disdainful to an equal good,

Through all th' ascent of things enlarge her view,

Till ev'ry bound at length should disappear,

And infinite perfection close the scene."

In this manner an extensive and highly Import-

ant department of the economy of Providence is

wonderfully administered on a simple scale ; all the

views of general welfare, however arduous, can be

carried to their highest perfection : and man, con-

sistently with his happiness, Is rendered executive

in the most eminent degree,

'' firm

Against the torrent and the stubborn hill

To urge bold Virtue's unremitted nerve,

And wake thi' strong divinity of soul,

That conquers Chance and Fate."

Thus even the exertion of labour necessary to

procure subsistence, is attended with a high grati'^

fication ; and parents in the lowest situations,
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whose hands procure support for tlieir children,

find anhnation and happiness in their toil, inde-

pendantly of the love they bear their oiispring.

The ambitious mind sees herself with delight in

*' the powers of genius and design," and by these

triumphantly frames " the sacred laws of action

and of will." But if she exalt herself, and as-

sume the post of the Eternal Majesty that weighed

the World's foundations, and exalt her daring eye

to the grand objects of universal good and general

welfare, then she endeavours to be great, benefi-

cent, and active, hke her Creator : and becoming

familiar with his conceptions, " acts upon his

plans, and moulds to his the relish of her soul.**

Would the forms of servile custom then cramp her

generous powers ; would schemes of a sordid poli-

cy, the barbarous growth of ignorance and rapine,

bow her down to tame pursuits, to indolence and

fear? she knows, on the grounds of what has

been asserted * in ' The National Improvements of

* ^' Postulate 2. That the system, and inclusively all it's dif-

ferent essential parts
;
provided they can be carried into eflect,

and are in no way injurious to the constitution, to religion, or

to morality ; have a right, founded in their inappreciable value

and importance, to be considered as placed beyond the sphere

of objections, as these may preclude their adoption : for their

advantages will in this case be so great as to supercede all ob-

jections, and enable every requisite compensation to be made

for any injury they may cause. Indeed otherwise the object

jion» urged in oppo»itioa to them would be infinite in nuai>.
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the British Empire,' that there is no real objection

to the grand system of general welfare and nation-

al perfection ; and she appeals to the elements of

nature as proofs, that her Creator has ordained her

to contend against every difiiculty opposed to the

progress of her destiny, and surmount the most

outrageous obstacles that may interfere with her

grand pursuits.

In like manner, and with the same views of ad-

vancing general welfare and national perfection,

the mind is so constituted as to find an extraordi-

nary interest in useful objects of a serious and

tranquil nature ; in acquisitions of knowledge

and science ; in the illustration of important sub-

jects by novel truths ; in virtuous principles, and

the highest moral duties ; and in the discovery

-'' Of Wisdom's artful aim,

Disposing every part, and gaining still,

By means proportion'dj her benignant end.'*

When the mind has thus, in various modes, ac-

quired a just comprehension of the universal order

of things, and improved her perceptive powers in

a due degree, the works of Nature ancf the World

at large arc found to display infinitely greater

charms ; and to be calculated to afford the highest

degree of pleasure and happiness to man, while ha

bcr, and engross the whole attention of mankind." Sec Na-

tional Improvements of the British Empire, Vol. I, p. 211,
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pursues those duties conducive to the general weal,

which he owes both to himself and to his species,

and attends to the accomphshment of the purpose

for which he was created, and the perfection of

nations. Notwithstanding these subUmer views,

from which the inferiour ranks are by no means ex-

cluded; nature, society, occupation, various arti-

cles of enjoyment, in fine, the invaluable services

of the perfect system of human welfare intended

by God, and the condition of humanity itself,

make due provision for the general happiness, and

sufficiently favour the cultivation of taste in the

lower orders. Nay, objects of taste are universal-

ly abundant, and with few exceptions a common
property, v/hich wealth and power are unable to

engross ; and man may in all stations be happy in

the cultivation of sensibility, in the due exercise

and regulation of his passions, in the employment

of his active powers, and the acquisitions these can

procure, when the concerns of society are properly

understood and faithfully administered. But pur-

suing higher views, " the attentive mind" by the

infinitely various and extensive hamionious opera-

tions of creation, and it's subordinate parts on her

powers, becomes herself harmonious: " her tem-

per'd powers refine, and every passion wears a

chaster, milder, more attractive mien:'' ?nd wont so

oft in outward things to meditate the charms of sa-

cred order, soon she seeks to find at home a kindred

order, competent to effect the prosperity and hap-
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piness of the Universe, free from all the dangers of

mistaken ambition.

Having adverted at sufficient length to the sub-

ject of human happiness, I will proceed to some

other observations, that appear necessary to give

an adequate explanation of the system. That

the Almighty has intended the human species to

discover, put together, and employ such a system,

for it's oun benefit and happiness, and for the pur-

poses which it is to accomplish througliout creation

at large ; is obvious from other considerations dis-

tinct from the preceding. It is proper in the first

place to observe, that there are no grounds, either in

reason, or in revelation, to expect a preternatural

communication of the true system of general wel-

fare. Revelation certainly does not inform us,

that the kingdom of God, whicli it promises, and

which in fact can be nothing but the realising of

this true system, will be established by divine power.

Admitting this, which is an incontrovertible truth, it

must also be admitted, from induction and self-evi-

dence, that the system, as described, is indispensable

to human welfare ; that it is perfectly accommodated

to all the purposes of our creation ; that it is so

wonderful a system, as to have been incapable of

being produced by man, had not the means been

prepared beforehand by the Almighty for human
genius to explore, improve, combine, and actuate

as a whole ; that there is a natural disposition, or

instinct, to form it, in man, who in all ages and
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in all nations has made a certain progress toward

it, and carried many brandies of it to such a de-

gree of improvement, as to show the perfectibility

of the whole; that, so far as he has made such

progress, it has always invariably tended to the

same objects, and thus proves itself to be the same

system, as that consisting of twelve principal or

constituent parts, a summary of which is given in

the Appendix No. 1 ; and that we are able to carry

it to perfection, as the w^orks mentioned in the

Appendix No. 4 sufficiently show. These facts

clearly prove it is incumbent on the human species

to put themselves under the direction of such a

system, and to do all in their power to accomplish

it's different purposes. This manifestly is the in-

tention of the Almighty. Man is destined beyond

a question, and it is the w'hole of what is required

of him, to perform all the great offixes and func-

tions which the system points out : and having

no other means to employ than it's instrumen-

tality, he is destined therefore to employ it by Him,

who has qualified all other beings in their instincts

for the actual completion of the views of their for-

mation ; and who certainly would not leave man
unprovided with definite means, commensurate to

the importance of his station in the Universe, and to

the pei-foiTnance of it's appropriate grand offices and

functions. The inference is still stronger, because

without the system man cannot acquire the know-

ledge and power of advancing and improving him-

D
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self and the World he inhabits, conformably to

their destiny : the defective, retrograde, and \iti-

ated state of creation cannot be conntcracted and

amended : and man himself, endowed as he is

wit!i all the principles of taste, of hnmanity, of

honour and honesty, of activity, wisdom, and

true policy, must otherwise ever remain brutal,

cruel, and inhuman, false, perfidious, and unjust, and

so weak, irrational, and impolitic, as to be perpetu-

ally involved in a state of complete folly, extreme

guilt, and actual war. On the other hand there is a

capacity throughout creation, which admits the ap-

plication of the several operations of the different

parts and of the whole of the system, so as to

enable it to produce the height of sublunary per-

fection in all things : and all things to discharge

their several offices and functions, so far as they

depend upon it's influence. It may therefore be fi-

nally concluded, that, as there are in nature an

animal, a vegetable, and a mineral system, so there

is a human system, which is equally perfect, equal-

ly divine.

Thus the practicability of a state of national

perfection, and of a system destined to constitute

it, and consummate public and private prosperity

and happiness, is ascertained from the most com-

prehensive views, and the soundest principles of

rational inquiry and self-evidence. The principal

cause of their not having been carried into effect

may in fact be ascribed to the great philosophers of
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Greece. Among these the name of Socrates is most

conspicuous, who first perceived the beauties and

wonderful construction of the system. They could

not be expected to ascertain with accuracy it's ex-

tensive orbit : to mark all it's various objects and

different powers ; and to combine them into a prac-

tical whole : but they cultivated different parts of

it, conformably to the rules of national perfection,

so as to form the principal part of modern civihza-

tion. Since their times the World has not been

ambitious of aspiring at any thing higher, but has

chosen to imitate their hterary and miUtaiy glories,

and provide the sinews of war, in order to perpe-

tuate it's concomitant horrours, rather than to

complete the universal scheme of national perfec-

tion.

Tlie system however is now found to stand on very

different, on much higher foundations. Dr. Ed-

wards, in his work, ' Peace on Earth,' has disco-

vered, that the system and our revealed religion

are so far intimately connected, and thoroughly

agree to such an extent, as to prove they have

the same object in view ; or that national per-

fection as intended by the system, and the king-

dom of God as announced by divine revelation, are

one and the same.

For particulars the reader must be referred to the

work itself Here it will be sufficient to observe,

that it proves from Scripture, the kingdom of God
on earth is no other than national perfection ; em-

D 2
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braces the highest possible destination of the hu-

man species, including the universal peace, pro-

sperity, and happiness of the World ; and is of a

sublunary or mundane nature, though of a divine

quality, constituting the most effective strength of

nations^ in a scrupulous attention to good works

combined with the economical doctrines of the Old

Testament: that a perfect and practical system of

general welfare is the means of establishing this

kingdom of God, and corresponds with the most

important and principal Scripture prophecies, as

these refer to the modes of establishing the king-

dom : that man in- this life is in a state of proba-

tion, and destined to acquire merit with God by

the improvement and perfecting of various works

of creation, his own species included, which was

made and is left imperfect on this account ; and is

thus commanded to introduce the kingdom or na-

tional perfection, receiving however, as his lot in

this life, earthly prosperity and happiness : that

the introduction of these is to be accompanied

with the restoration and improvement of what is

called the ancient world, comprehending Asia Mi-

nor and Egypt, with other countries, as the most

effectual means of diffusing civilization through

the extensive adjoining countries : and that Great

Britain is enjoined to take a principal part in the

establislmicnt of the kingdom of God on Earth,

and in particular to found the kingdom of Assy-

ria in Asia Minor, and to undertake this work at
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the present period ; and can by no other means

have sincere and permanent peace with France.

What the Scripture prophecies enjoin and point

out in the clearest manner in respect of the civih-

zation of the ancient World is ; that Great Britain

should establish anew kingdom in Asia Minor, under

the name of Assyria, situate between the Mediter-

ranean and the Indian ocean, including the city of

Bassorah ; that Palestine should be restored to the

Jews ; and that the French should possess Egypt.

The worldly or state policy of these several mea-

sures is evinced in the fullest manner in the works

mentioned in the appendix, where it is shown,

that these measures would effect a permanent peace

between the two nations of Great Britain and

France, between which countries, friendship and

liarmony, so much to be desired, are intended to be

their result ; that they would rapidly advance the

completion of the kingdom of God on Earth, as

the countries they refer to are central points, high-

ly favourable for the extension of improvement, so

that their establishment in the manner mentioned

would be of much greater consequence to man-

kind, than the discovery of a new continent : and

that the kingdom of Assyria would be the most

valuable safeguard to our dominions in Indostan,

In this point of view it is now become absolutely

necessary, in conjunction with permanent peace

between us and the French, from the late increase

of the power and influence of France on the con-
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tlnent ; an event which will direct the future

vievvs and attention of Austria, Russia, Turkey,

and France, toward the east and the heart of Asia,

consequently against our Asiatic territories.

Before concluding the present inquiry, it is re-

quisite to show in a concise manner in what the

kingdom of God and national perfection, as they

are the same, consist. The followins: extract

from the work * Peace on Earth' will be found

sufficient for this purpose, as it gives a summary

description, which is ahke applicable to both. Na-
tional perfection, or the kingdom of God on Earth,

** Consists in removing or preventing all evil, in-

jury, distress, or misery foreign to human nature,

or which it is possible, or it is both permitted and

ordained to remove : in procuring for ourselves and

others, and for all nations, whatever prosperity

and happiness it is consistent with our duty to pror

cure them ; and in making whatever improvements

and amendments are salutary and serviceable, so as

to forward and fnially accomplish the culture, in-

dustry, and population of the different parts of the

World, and give the whole such abundance, wealth,

quality, and variety of productions, as may supply

the various infinite advantages, with which the

^yorld was created and intended to furnish man-
kind: in perfectly understanding and administer-

ing all the different departments and relations of

general welfare, economical, political, civil, natu-

ral, mental, moral, religious, revealed, or what-
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ever they maybe : in thus multiplying good with the

most frequent, numerous, and earnest efforts, con-

stituting national perfection according to the power

and capacity of nature, by collecting the things

able to form it, and consummating the several ad-

vantages and interests of the World with all pos-

sible beneficence and melioration : in making a

proper use of the dignity of human nature, of it's

high sense of excellence and virtue, and of it's

capacity for attaining earthly perfection, which the

Almighty has given it by a mind competent to the

destination of mankind, and a genius commensu-

rate to the direction and perfection of the World

;

in therefore displaying the several powers and per-

formances of the arts, sciences, and works of taste

and embellishment, providing in abundance all the

matured fruits of useful knowledge, eradicating

ignorance, barbarism, savageness, brutality and

war; and particularly in exhibiting the splendours

and purities of great and virtuous actions, such as

elevate humanity, and render general and essential

services to our countiy, to mankind, and to dis-

tant ages : in the due enjoyment of happiness and

pleasure, as these are rational, and as creation of-

fers them, unvitiated by gloom or austerity: and

in obeying the Divine will, and respecting, wor-

shipping, and glorifying the Father of all things.

In scriptural language, and according to the holy

prophet Daniel, it is a state or kingdom founded

on a system, and on knowledge, which ages ha\'e
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been destined to explore ; which experience or the

ancient of days has matured, and introduces and

administers in conjunction with the Son of God,

conformably to the high principles of Christian be-

nevolence; which the friends of man execute or

effect with sanctity and holiness, and support for

ever ; which will suppress all evils and sources of

evil, the consequences of a false S3'stem of general

welfare ; which shall fill the whole Earth, and shall

stand for ever ; and to which all nations will pay

obedience. According to the holy prophet Isaiah,

it is a state or kingdom which will fill the Earth

with knowledge, as the waters cover the sea, be

founded on the spirit of wisdom and understand-

ing, the spirit of counsel and might, and the fear

of the Lord ; and thus consummate all the politi-

cal and economical views of the Universe : which

will be candid and merciful, support the weak and

lowly, the virtuous and innocent, and protect them

from wrong and oppression, banish from the World

injustice, remove all malignity, savageness, bruta-

lity, and fury, and establish love, harmony, and

peace in their stead : which will collect and settle

the Jews in their native country, render them pro-

sperous and happy, and a commercial people ; and

at the same time give two European powers pos-

session of Assyria and Egypt, who will hereafter

live in peace and amit^^, though Egypt will not

possess the commerce of the eastern parts of Asia.

According to the holy prophet Jeremiah, it is a
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state or kingdom which shall make mankind joy-

ful and happy '• which shall plant vines upon the

mountains, that the planters shall eat as common

things ; which w^ill cause it's people to walk in a

straight way, wherein they shall not stumhle:

which will satisfV or satiate them with it's oood-

ness, and Avater their souls, as a garden, so that

they no longer shall be a prey to sorrow and mis-

fortune ; and which will be welcomed by the gen-

tiles from the ends or' the earth. According to

the holy prophet St. John, it is a state or kingdom

which will renovate all things with fresh life and

vigour; which will produce anew earth, as it will

cause to pass away all the shocking horrours and

excesses of a false system of general welfare, and

place before mankind, as it w^ere, a new Heaven,

the proper object of their future solicitude and

pursuit; \vliich will produce a pure river of water

of life, clear as chrystal, and making to flourish

trees of life, the leaves whereof shall be the heal-

ing of the nations, and their fruits shall be of

twelve kinds, be renewed every month, and re-

plenish them with prosperity and happiness, con-

stituting their real welfare and earthly beatitude

;

which will wipe away all tears from the eyes of

it's people, and will prevent death, sorrow, cry-

ing, and pain, unless so far as they are unavoida-

ble by humanit}'', or so far as they cannot be re-

moved by beneficence and improvement ; and

which will cause the Almighty and his Son to be

acknowledged throughout the Universe, before
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whom tlie kings of the Earth shall bring the glory

and honour of the nations, and in future be di-

rected by the light of the Lamb."

A sufficient explanation has now been given of

a subject of the highest importance to the World ;

of a system which is adequate to produce and con-

stitute national perfection, and complete the in-

terests of the public and private prosperity and

happiness of all mankind. But the system is in a

different resj^ect highly important, as it will both

supply the great deficiencies, and remedy the im-

mense abuses, of that system of measures, which

has hitherto been substituted in it's ste^id, and has

in the preceding extract been called the false sys-

tem of o-eneral welfare. Those deficiencies and

abuses, when they are fully known, must power-

fully recommend that system, which will remove

and remedy them. It will therefore be proper to

make some particular observations upon these de-

ficiencies, and upon these abuses separately, in

order to show the fatal consequences both of an

inadequate and of a corrupt system of general

welfare, or of such measures systematically pur-

sued in the administration of national aftairs.

In particular, such a false system, independent

of abuse, is partial, mutilated, rude, and imper-

fect in all respects, when we consider the measures

of which it is composed, their paucity, the man-

ner in which they are conducted, and the steps

taken to advance the improvement of them ; and
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is wholly inadequate to the infinitely numerous

purposes of universal good, and to the acoom-

plishment of the grand object of national per-

fection. It aspires neither to the knowledge of

the various subjects which are intrusted to it's

direction; nor to understand the means of car-

rying them into effect with advantage ; and, so

far from having been regularly fomied, and en-

larged in proportion to ifs importance, is the

work of chance itself, and must appear to great

statesmen as mtU as philosophers altogether an

incomprehensible chaos. ^Ve ourselves do not pre-

tend or endeavour even to investigate it, and it

receives not that attention, which deserves the

name of study and cultivation : and while thus

we can neither speculate upon it, nor practice

it, in that intelligent and scientific manner, which

itself as a whole, and it's constituent parts singly

require ; while we do not even exercise our com-

mon sense upon it ; it cannot be supposed, that

we intentionally make, or that we are capable

of making any improvements in respect of a sys-

tem of general welfare. But if we thus cannot

possibly become proficients in the proper methods

of advancing it, we certainly have contracted a

rooted prejudice and aversion against it's improve-

ment; we hide our ignorance and deficiency in

it by eloquence, pride, falsehood, and the sug-

gestions of crime and hypocrisy : and a bungling

^dler may claim far more merit in endeavouring
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to acquire a little skill in music, than the greatest

ministers of state have had in my time in im-

proving the system of general welfare. The sub-

ject likewise engaging the passions of statesmen,

and leading them to criminal measures, in order

to palliate and correct the errours of a mistaken

policy, renders their abilities still weaker, as it pro-

duces both passionate deception, that fatal cala-

mity to which all men are prone, and dishonesty

itself, which is often a cause, as well as an ac-

companiment, of mental incapacity in respect of

rectitude of measures. In this manner it is im-

possible, that great talents should be produced, for

understanding and conducting the interest of so-

ciety and nations at large : and the extrem.es of

economical imbecility and national M'eakness are

unavoidable, when the services of enlightened

knowledge, practical talents, and comprehensive

views are excluded from the extensive sphere of

general welfare.

Hence legislation consists in regulations and

prohibitions; in temporary accommodations to

incidental exigencies ; in the ei^ercise of the bru-

tal force of war substituted for true policy ; and

in the financial exhaustion and oppression of the

industrious subject, from our ignorance of the

practical means of increasing national and indi-

vidual affluence. Precedents and the forms of

office constitute the main system, which is fol-

lowed and adopted by government. They hoW'-



45

ever suppose an actual ignorance of general wel-

fare, and exclude all ideas of science and improve-

ment. Consequently they can be of no avail in

redressing or advancing the interests of public

and private prosperity and happiness: and are

incompetent to meet those great emergencies, and

unusual occurrences, incidental to nations, which

have now for a long period never ceased to pre-

sent themselves in this country. They wholly

exclude the formation of such a Q-rand svstem of

general welfare as is now recommended : and,

whenever new scenes are opened, they arrest the

understanding, and hinder it from attending to

the plainest truths, and the most obvious means

of advancing human prosperity and happiness.

Persons conversant in office are seldom "minds of re-

markable enlargement:"' arc not that superiour class

of men, who should preside over the momentous

concerns of empires : and in corrupt states sup-

press that sensibility and sentiment, ^^ hich should

encourage the man of original talents who is to

supply their deficiencies. They have long been

the principal directors of public affairs: and, so

poor is their capacity, tliat war is the favourite

expedient, to which they have recourse in all

cases of urgency. The employment of the prece-

dents and forms of office, it must however be ad-

mitted, is less objectionable, because great men
of real talents have not hitherto studied general

welfare as a science and svstem, and taken liberal



46

and comprehensive views of it's different objects

and principles : and certainly neither the forms

and routine of office, nor the large field of pre-

cedents, are without considerable claims to merit

in their proper departments.

Having now considered the deficiencies of the

false system of general welfaie, as they constitute

the extreme of what may be called economical im-

becihty ; it is proper to advert to the abuses of

this system, as they produce a still more preju-

dicial state of political criminality ; and to point

out some of the principal sources from which this

criminality takes it's rise. One of these sources is

that predatory disposition, which impels nations

to seize the possessions, propert}^, and riches of one

another, either by open war, or by fraudulent com-

merce; and may be referred to their ignorance, as

well as to their avarice and ambition. I say to

their ignorance, for, possessing capital, popu-

lation, and science, or useful knowledge, it is

much more the interest of each nation to com-

plete, by means of these, it's internal and colo-

nial improvements, than to prey upon others;

and it is for it's real advantage to permit other

nations to become rich, in order to be valu-

able customers. The only true policy is, to al-

low the golden eggs to remain and multiply in

their respective matrices ; not by ripping these

open, to desolate and impo\crish the World. An-

other source is a certain modification of the pre-
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ceding. This is a policy, which leads nations to ac-

quire riches from others by an exclusive monopoly

of foreign commerce and aggrandizement, in order

to carry on war; and which, on the other hand,

prosecuting war for the purpose of supporting these

views, expends far more riches, and destroys in-

finitely greater resources of internal prosperity,

than they can possibly acquire by such a com-

mercial phrensy. This species of political immo-

rality is accompanied by a restless and giddy in-

quietude of mind, and violence of passionate decep-

tion, which lead us to sanction every favourite scheme,

indulge all our prejudices, suppose the balance of

power always in danger, and make a plaything of

war ; while we give the worst measures the appel-

lation of lawful sources of wealth, the true objects

of British enterprise, fair grounds of ministerial

fame, the proper means for satisfying the calls of

corruption, and innocent resources for supphing

curiosity with news. Wars that ensue from this

species of immorality being of longer duration,

and at last becoming perpetual, are tlie worst wars

to mankind. Statesmen, or their proxies, may
prate more in vindication of them, than of those of

rank avarice and ambition : but as, in the fable of

the Cat and the Cock, the former was determined

to make his breakfast upon the latter, notwith-

standing any excuse he could advance for his al-

leged misdemeanours, so their betters go to war
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upon the strength of their appetites, and not the

reason and justice of their measures.

Different sources of poUtical criminaUty, that

are as highly injurious to society by preventing

and not forwarding improvement, as others are by

promoting war, may be referred to that attachment

to private emolument, which causes us for the sake

of present gain to sacrifice the public cause, when

in the end the cause of the public is the advantage

of the individual; and to the want of zeal to inte-

rest us in tlie meliorati\'e operations of improve-

ment, and produce the generous and warm senti-

ments requisite to introduce and support a system

of general , welfare or public measures commensu-

rate to the concerns of our own and all other coun-

tries, and the purposes of creation at large. Hence

they who have the opportunity too frequently

plunder the public and their country ; and, at-

tached to these for their om'u sinister views, defend

and serve them only for their own private ends.

Hence individuals, even those who possess the

greatest fortunes, neglect every-where the local im-

provement of their country ; nay, though their

honour and interests call upon them to carry it

to the highest state of perfection: and hence all

stations, both high and low, pervert or do not ad-

vance the public and universal good, that is their

own true interest, with those generous efforts and

liberal views, which Providence requires from us
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ail; but remain absorbed in their own inordinate

selfish views, or in a total apathy to any other call,

than that of their own wills and connections. In
a still more marked and censurable manner, men
who find themselves associated for the short period
of their lives in a common interest, or who in their

corporate capacity are in some degree separated
from the rest of their fellow subjects, prefer with
blind predilection and infatuated madness their

narrow cause to that of the community, and thwart
the dearest interests of humanity in it's favour:
even when in giving a due preference to the latter

tliey would be amply indenmified for tlicir own
private losses, their successors could not be in-

jured, and posterity and their countrv at large
would be infinitely benefitted. Nay, it is thus,
that statesmen pay little regard to the true interests
of their country and mankind

; and instead of
these, principally seek to gratify their own ambition
and obstinate humours, to try their own weak
projects, and to subject human affairs to the mis-
taken counsels of office, and to the frivolity of
argument and declamation. In their ministerial
character, like the fisherman, they beat the water
to make the fish strike into their nets, taking no
heed, that they thus render the water altogether
unfit for the use of the community. Thus ad-
dicted to their own schemes, they involve societv,
their country, and the M^orld, in general distress
and hostility, misery and devastation

; and gratify

E
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their hardened appetites at the expense of* inno-

cence and merit, the widow's tears, and the of-

phan's despair. Perhaps another source of poli-

tical immoraUtv ouq;ht to be taken into considera-

tion ; the thorough deception, and the consequent

mipulse so often imposed, through the artful ex-

citement of the passions, upon the public mind,

which, joined with ignorance, and the impossibi-

lity, in this case, of judging right on political

matters, cause the people at large to second with

the blindest fury the views of weak and wicked

ministers ; and resigned wholly to the discretion

of the latter, like an irresistible conflagration, to

be employed solely for the purposes of destruction.

The dreadful effects hence produced are so great,

that both parties must alike be accountable for

them to the great Father of all things ; and dread-

ful will be the account.

Nations and empires may be great and il-

lustrious from their wealth and military vir-

tue : but they cannot be really prosperous and

happy, and must rapidly decline to infamy and

ruin, under the direction of a false system, which,

as is now shown, embraces the extremes of both

economical imbecility, and political guilt. I can-

not however justly stigmatize the conduct of such

nations and empires, without having recourse to

terms, which the school of folly and incapacity,

of meanness and corruption, and of vice itself,

must necessarily supply. For the description of



51

tiie fatal consequences of a false, weak, and cri

minal system of public measures in respect of

the interests of Great Britain, I must refer, there

fore, to the Avork entitled ' Peace on Earth :' and

I cannot avoid recommending it*s author's example

to others ; whose stern and awful, yet dispas

sionate, denunciation of the political weaknesses

and vices of his country, if universally adopted,

would certainly lead to the rectifying of our pub-

lic affairs. The parliamentary justification and

public paneg}Tics of them, which are never want-

ing on any occasion, must precipitate national

ruin ; cause a continuance in wretched and dan-

gerous measures; and prevent a proper sense and

horrour of them, and therefore the introduction of

those enlightened, and opposite views and mea-

sures, which alone can save the empire. Can a

British legislature be so far degraded in virtue,

and lost to all feelings of rectitude, as in this

manner to screen, support, and extol the extremes

both of real economical imbecility, and real po-

litical guilt, at a time when effectual means are

proposed, which, if rightly understood and not

thus obstructed, will remove them, redress the

affairs of the nation, and perfect the public and

private prosperity and happiness of the whole

empire ? It is the impressive voice and proper

sense of truth alone, honestly applied to describe

our conduct in all particulars, that can purge us

of crime and follv, which we do not detest solelv

£ 2
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because from custom we permit and glory in

them ; and can free the mansion from virulence

and contagion, so as to render it the abode of

health, and activity. Till truth actually rises in

meridian splendour, the horizon of Great Britain

will continue to be involved in the horrours of

storm and darkness, enlightened only by the occa-

sional collisions of the warring elements of human

destruction. It is truth in perfect freedom which

alone can expose, and triumph over political vice

and folly in every quarter of the world. It is

imavoidable therefore on my part, in order to save

mv country, not to be sparing in bringing the

worst of charges and accusations against her; even

of the highest injustice, of the violation of every

virtue, of conduct altogether inhuman, of her vo-

luntary desertion of all pretensions to her ancient

honour and renown, as she has wronged and op-

pressed the man born to save her, to aggrandize

her, and to raise her to the summit of prosperity

and happiness. For if history can justify the

present war, because before it's commencement

the ports of France and her allies were really full

of hostile preparations ; the infraction of the treaty

of Amiens, because the political ability and in-

genuity of ministers were unable to contrive any

expedient for preserving it entire ; the siege of

St. Domingo, with the destruction of the French

power and army in that island, because it was

politic and commendable to destroy the foreign
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commerce of France, tliough we permitted her to

send forces for it's protection ; and our innocence

in respect of conspiring with Pichegru and jNIahee

against the person of the Ficnch Emperor, because

there was no truth in the charge ; yet will his-

tory dare to vindicate Great Britain from the ac-

cusation, that she not only did not befriend the

progTCSs of the perfection of the general \velfare

of herself and the whole World, but neglected,

wronged, and resigned to contempt, shame, po-

verty, and dishonour, the author of the system

of national perfection, when it was advanced to

such a state of maturity that she actually borrow-

ed from it the whole of the income tax? This

accusation is incontrovertibly substantiated. A
gentleman* presuming on his own philanthropic

disposition, and peculiar situation in life, ventures

his fortune and character in ascertaining the pro-

per means to complete the grand system of na-

tional perfection. When he had proceeded with

this object, so far as was pruJent and necessary

on his part, he produced to ministers the means

for the purpose, including a plan for pa}ing off

the national debt, and at the same time removins:

the public burdens, which contained the proposals

of raising the supplies within the year and the

income tax. Neither proposal however was en-

couraged: but the latter plan was examined and

* Dr. Edwards.
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allowed to be adequate for it's purpose, and found

exceptionable solely because a national debt was

a public benefit. In vain he attempted to con-

vince them of so gross a folly. In vain he pre-

dicted to them, that every financial aid they could

prepare would soon be necessary in consequence

of the political system they had adopted. When
the prediction in a short time took place, they

borrowed the income tax from his proposals, no-

ticing- the author as little as the idea of national

perfection itself; or as little as the annihilation of

finance for ever, as a national burden and griev-

ance, contained in his proposals. Nay, Mr. Pitt

without a blush ascribed all merit of the income

tax to himself, and claimed and received the ho-

nour of it from all Europe ; depriving the real author

of all recompense, as well as of the great and dear-

ly earned character of having disco\'ered a new and

invaluable system of finance. Parliament even

shared in the whole guilt of the transaction, as it

contained not a single member disposed to vindi-

cate friendless merit, deprived of other rights and

claims, much greater and more extraordinary than

the honours which Mr. Pitt assumed from the in-

come tax. Thus the completion of all the various

views of universal good, of national perfection, of

the means of commanding public and private pros-

perity and happiness, of establishing the kingdom

of God on Earth, and of rectifying public affairs,

as proposed in this pamphlet, was concentred in
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the person of the author of tlie income tax and in a

single system of general welfare. A Roman Em -

peror once wished, that the lives of all the Romans

were condensed in one single head : but most as-

suredly he would have spared that head, since with

it's destruction his own empire must have fallen,

A British ministry, a Mr. Pitt, a British parliament,

left that person to be ruined and that system to be

destroyed for ever
;

yet surreptitiously took from

them the income tax.

JNIy countrymen ! can a country be more base

and unprincipled, more unjust, more impolitic,

less philanthropic, patriotic, and humane, than

such a transaction would show this country to

be? That person however submitted not to the

fatal stroke, but rose above it. lie snatched from

destruction, from impiety and parricide, from

turpitude and impolicy far greater than ever dis-

graced the decline of the Roman empire, that

precious system, which is destined to constitute

the future perfection of the World, and complete

the public and private prosperity and happiness of

this kingdom
;

pious and tiue to his sacred trust,

like Eneas v/hen he snatched from the flames of

Troy those precious remains, which Heaven had

decreed to found a still greater empire, the greatest

the World has ever known.

Countrymen 1 or rather ye ministers and legis-

lators of Great Britain, the system recommended

is ripe for adoption, and in all respects competent
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to save our country from ruin, and rectity public af-

fairs. Ifyou do not adopt it, government will continue

to degenerate : and a short period only may elapse,

before it may actually wisk to be more unprincipled,

more unjust, more impolitic, less philanthropic, less

patriotic and humane, than it has yet been. It

may at last say ;
" the system is infinitely great

and perfect, but the World shall never be spared

from war and carnage : taxation and distress shall

always grind the subject : the arts of improvement

shall never flourish in their genuine majesty:

crime and imperfection shall triumph eternally;

and ihe will of God shall not be done on Earth,

but be opposed for ever. We are enraptured with

the present political system, because our country

cannot be saved and rescued by it from it's present

situation: because it will destroy the proper arts

and means of national aggrandizement, or prevent

ingenuity and industry from ever employing them

to found and bring states and nations to perfec-

tion : because it will subject our own empire, as

it has done all others, to extreme misery, and

final ruin. Let chance, individual merit, and the

industry of the subject, if they please, endeavour

to advance the prosperity and happiness of man-

kind. It is the province and imprescriptible right

of government, to be deteriorative, predatoiy, and

destructive : and a Theodoric, a Charlemagne, an

Alfred, and a Peter, have been exceptions only as

private individuals, and barbarians. Let empires
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in future, as in ancient times, continue to become

great, in order to destroy themselves and one an-

other, hke the Assyrian and Persian empires. Let

new Carthagcs avail themselves of commerce and

conquest, to provide materials and spectacles for

new ruins and future conflagrations. Let not the

insolence and brutality of heroes and Alexanders

be stopped in their career, and prevented from

carrying conquest throughout the World ; and let

them be inebriated with ambition and false jrlorv,

in order to devastate and pillage mankind. Let

new Grecian states accomplish themselves with

every mental excellence, the charms of literature,

the sentiments of true heroism, and prepare for

themselves immortal honours and renown, in order

to indulge the bitter suggestions of malignity,

and conceive revenge and jealousy against each

other; and thus finally resign to their conque-

rors and destroyers the illustrious monuments of

their arts, refined talents, and polished manners.

Let Koman and British empires fall, and others

arise in their stead : let these sacrifice the interests

of the Earth to their ao-oiandizement : eno-ross all

commerce : triumph and domineer over the World

with their fleets and armies : exhaust their sub-

jects : found perpetual war in political crime and

imbecility : and be unwearied in contending for

their own invasion, dependance, and destruction.

Let not wisdom, policy, humanity, perfection, and

religion, interfere with them, and these our sove-
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reign wills and pleasures, unless at the hazard of

their own destruction, and the certainty, so long

as we exist, of experiencing our bitterest ven-

geance."

Hear then ye foreign powers ! hear then the

literal language of Great Britain : for it will be

the faithful transcript of her conduct, if she dis-

honourably reject, and impiously abhor, a perfect

system of general welfare. Engrave it on your

tablets in the lasting characters of shame and in-

famy, in order that she may never be able to ob-

literate them, but by sincere penitence, and the

actual introduction and establishment of national

perfection throughout the World.

The nature and qualities of a perfect system of

general welfare, conformable to which the affairs

and interest of the World, and the purposes of the

creation ought to be managed and constituted,

having now been pointed out in it's great outlines,

as well as the fatal causes that have hitherto pre-

vented it's introduction; it is next proposed, as

THE SECOND Di VISION of the subjcct of the pre-

sent publication, and as already has been an-

nounced, to show the proper practical means of

carrying such system, and the measures which it

recommends, into effect, and thereby of establish-

ing the perfection of nations, and rectifying cur

own affairs. These means are six, and will be

treated under different heads in the following or

der. 1st, An executive system purposely adapted,
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and competent to carry a system of national perfec^

tion into effect. 2clly, The art or science of practical

improvement, as it enables us to desire and insti-

tute the proposed executive system and such mea-

sures of o-eneral welfare, as mav in anv mode be

detached and employed singly for rectifying the

public affairs of the nation, and conducting dif-

ferent improvements. Sdly, Tlie different parties

which are adequate to conduct the art of practical

improvement, and the executive system now pro-

posed. 4thly, The providing of the capital requi-

site for accomplishing the different objects of na-

tional perfection, and cariying the national im-

provements into effect. 5thly, The true knowledge

of religion, as it is intended both to discharge the

offices of devotion, and actuate the manual and

mental industry, and regulate the general welfare of

the human species; and thus to accomplish the

purposes of national perfection and divine cre-

ation, as well as to rectify public affairs, by mak-

ing an adequate impression of it's sacred duties

for those purposes, both upon the individual, the

nation at large, and all nations. 6ihly, The means

which different countries mutually have of aiding

and contributing to their reciprocal welflu"e, and

maintaining peace, harmony, and friendship to-

gether; thus of effecting the improvement of one

another; of adding to the national perfection of

each the services, that may be derived from the

national perfection of the rest ; and of establishing
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the grand era of mankind in the universal im-

provement of all nations : witli the outlines of a

proposal for forming a permanent peace between

Great Britain and France, which will be their com-

mon Interest; and is farther requisite to institute

such melioration, as is intended, of the concerns of

the whole World.

In respect of the first of the above articles, an

executive system calculated to carry a system of

national perfection into effect ; it may be observed,

that the latter system has not only been considered

at large in the preceding or first division of this

work, but the former likewise in a great measure,

it being actually a principal part of that grand

system of general welfare, which we have seen

is revealed to us both by the word of God, and

by the works of the creation, commonly called

rature. For it has been shown, that the system

of national perfection is practical to a very great

extent: and the difi'erent measures contained in

it, being selected as there arranged, would be en-

titled to the denomination of an executive system.

Additional means however are necessary to com-

plete it ; and they are such measures, as human

thought, ex])ericnce, and practice, may suggest

without any scientific preparation, or as may result

from practical improvement cultivated as an art

in the manner pointed out under the second head.

Thus man, as is intended by the Almighty, has in

different means originally created and provided for
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tlie purpose, and in tlie resources of his genius,

the actual powers to accomplish all the different

objects of national perfection by proper measures

and means given to Inm for the purpose ; by these

as single and detached ; by these as happily and

skilfully combined into plans, which constitute

practical undertakings or projects of every possible

quality and magnitude, whether metaphysical or

material, finite or infinite ; by these cooperating

together, and being actually incorporated into a

grand executive system, which can be employed

instrumentally either as a whole or partially, so as

to be able to carry forward all human and sublu-

nary interests in a bod}^ or by piece-meal, and to

comprehend every single ray and emanation, as well

as the total effulgence, of public and private pro-

sperity and happiness ; and by all, as capable of

being at all times regularly and uniformly ma-

naged and administered by means of different

economical establishments and public works. The
practicability in fine of national perfection is no

longer questionable, but has been fully solved by

Dr. Edwards in his literary works mentioned in

the fourth appendix, and in others, wherein an

executive system is laid before the public compe-

tent to effect it. In them are contained and may
be seen adequate plans and projects selected for

accomplishing every different object of national

perfection, that has hitherto been accounted un-

attainable or impracticable. He assures us they
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tnay as readily be carried into their full effect, as

the others concei'niiig; the success of vrhich no

apprehensions have been entertained ; nor need,

as he thinks it an easy task to plan and execute

the whole. Yet how wonderfully great, such only

as must previously have been predestined by Pro-

vidence, are his proposed improvements of the

Highlands of Scotland, of Ireland, of Indostaii,

and of the British West Indies ! In hke manner

he has shown it is a congenial operation for the

legislature, to bring to perfection the husbandry

of the whole of the United Kingdom, and to es-

tablish in their full splendour and extent our north-

ern fisheries. What new views has he not opened

to mankind ! He has enlarged the sphere of prac-

tical melioration, so far as to embrace the perfection

of politics, which he has rendered adequate to

our interests, and at the same time to those of all

other nations ; and fortunately for both has re-

conciled them to each other. He has really re-

duced the politics of Great Britain to a scientific

system, though they have always been in the most

preposterous state of confusion in this country,

and never been understood by ministers. Even

the improvement of the World he shows to be

such an undertaking, as results from the due re-

gard and attention, that ouglit to be paid to the

true interests of every enlightened state and na-

tion : and he has enabled us to new model finance

and police, so as to gain from the first a capital
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sufficient to accomplish all the national Improve-

ments, and to qualify the latter for the effectiv^e

performance of such various and important ser-

vices, as entitle it to the comprehensive appella-

tion of public agency. At the same time he is

able to point out the means of exonerating his

country from taxation, as a national grievance

:

and proposes the most powerful and energetic plans

for the maintenance of the poor, the support of the

roads of the kingdom, and the conduct of a na-

tional bank, which he shows may at pleasure be

employed as fruitful sources of revenue. But in

collecting the appropriate means of advancing in-

dividual prosperity and happiness, and establishing

them as one of the twelve constituent subjects of

general welfare, he has attempted to pay off that

vast debt long due from our species to humanity

and private misery-; and to erect a grand column,

which in time will tower above the clouds, and

be lost in the heavens themselves. In fine, what

important discoveries and advantages has not the

Almighty reserved for us and the future races of

mankind, in enabling the author to ascertain the

anatomy of the mind ; the proper uses of finance
;

the true application of religion as the most power-

ful instrument of advancing the different interests

of general welfare; and in particular that grand

system, which embraces and consummates all hu-

man interests, and constitutes the kingdom of

God itself! With reason therefore may we rejoice,
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when we see with what temper he conducts the

career of practical improvement; how cleHcately

he refrains from pushing perfection, where it is

not to he expected; how happily he has sup-

pressed the warmest energies of the niehorative

powers, in not attempting to render government

perfect. An essay, at which human nature her-

self smiles, unable to suppress ambition in every

mind blest with genius and elevated conceptions

;

and to make virtue always proof against the temp-

tations and allurements of desire and interest.

Thus he has given pledges to the highest and most

sacred orders, that national improvement is in all

respects consistent with the interests, dignities, and

privileges of their respective stations.

It is not, however, proposed to enter into the

detail of an executive system calculated for the

accomplishment of national perfection ; and what

is necessary to say in respect of it is abundantly

supplied by the works referred to: for such a

detail is altogether inconsistent with the extended

limits of the present publication. The rest of the

present subject will therefore be appropriated to

the important consideration of the great evils and

misfortunes, from which the proposed system will

liberate nations. Enough indeed has already been

said upon it's services, as they would be directly

beneficial in advancing general welfare.

An executive system qualified as above, consist-

ing of powers of various qualities, referring to a
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system of national perfection, which comprises

the widest circuit of pubhr and private prosperity

and happiness; and as of divine origin, ])eing

alike intended for all nations, and therefore pe-

culiarly adapted tor conducting the general affairs

of the whole World ; must necessarily be the pro-

per school for making and instructing ministers of

state, and liberating nations from the numerous

and grievous evils they have so long experienced

at their hands. No other school is in fact able

to qualify them for perfecting general welfare,

and rectifying public affairs, or to make them

great men in reality. No other school affords

either the means or opportunities, or is upon a

proper and adequate scale, for such comprehensive

objects : and it will unquestionably lower and ac-

commodate all public measures whatever to the

capacity and talents of those who in different de-

partments, and according to the common course

of things, are appointed to their direction. Indeed

these eminent characters, the importance and

functions of their high stations considered, have

in all ages been the most unfortunate of men,

from being unacquainted with the practice of na-

tional perfection. For they have never been com-

petent to the purposes of humanity and the cre-

ation : and have in the end ruined all countries.

Whereas by a practical system of national per-

fection they would have been able to consummate

every human interest, and might have immortahzed

F
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empires : and that system, as complete, would have

placed mankind above the influence and changes

of times, circumstances, and opinions, and of all the

false measures, that have proved inimical to man-

kind. It is in fact the sole safeguard of nations

against folly and absurdity, perversity and de-

generacy, weakness and guilt, revolution, misery,

decline, and ruin.

At the same time it would alike free kings and

their subjects from absolute dependance upon

ministers of state, parties, great names, and false

splendour and decoration substituted for the reality

of general welfare. Tlie people then would be

deluded by these in no respect, or not so far as

to be materially injurious either to their sovereign

or their country. They would be too wise and

well informed to engage in a serious manner with

either a desperate party or an ill founded opposition

to government. They would never be blindly and

passionately influenced, and conducted at pleasure

by the various artifices of corrupt ministers, so as to

support their proceedings however criminal, their

follies however ruinous, and prevent all possibles

investigation and change of measures. A great

majority of the people, instigated by influence, arts

of government almost irresistible, and the violence

of their passions, would never again be unanimous

in supporting a mistaken policy, which either was

happily tenninated by the battle ofAusterlitz, ormust

necessarily overthrow the British empire. Kings
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rnay reign in their proper majesty, as they dispense

good government, and duly administer all the

public and private interests of society, through a

perfect system of general welfare. Otherwise it is

liardly possible for them to resist the consummate

artifices and intrigues of those who surround

them ; or to avoid being directed and governed by

them, while they appear to themselves to follow

their own free wills, comply with the deter-

minations of their own wisdom, and listen to the

dictates of their own virtues and magnanimity.'

Kings under the guidance of such a system may be

their own ministers, or even employ their favourites

for this purpose. Nay the intentions of the British

constitution can never otherwise be possibly re-

ahzed, which supposes government to be admi-

nistered by the agency of men of the first practical

abilities, capable and willing to render the greatest

possible services to the community, such as neither

office, literature, nor eloquence, indeed nothing but

the proposed system, can possibly produce with

regularity and uniformity. At the same time they

would be surrounded with a nobility and repre-

sentatives of their subjects, worthy ©f the honour,

who, proficients in a system, the knowledge of

which is in all respects familiar and interesting to

them, would, in supporting it, support the throne

and their country, instead of devoting' themselves

either to ministry or opposition.

Measures alone would then be the object ofcon-

f2
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sideratlon instead of men, who neither cultivate,

nor make adequate inquiries into the proper sub-

jects that constitute general welfare; and being

consequently inexperienced therein, cannot by

practice improve their executive powers for car-

rying them into effect. We should then know

of what real insignificance, not to say how injuri-

ous, without such a system, the great names placed

at the head of aifairs during the present reign

have been ; of what true vahie to their country

have been a Chatham, a Townsend, a Rocking-

ham, a Grenville, a Nortli, a Pitt, and a Sidmouth.

Therefore, rather than prefer the system, the real

knowledge of general welfare, and the arts of

practical improvement, before great names, and

celebrated ministers, shall we throw away an-

other America, another five hundred millions

of money, and m the end the whole empire ? It

is the poor mistake of the ignorant and uninform-

ed, and will be the ruin of the nation, to suppose

\fhsit are called great men can save the empire

and public affairs. For, unacquainted with a per-

fect system of general welfare, they will only be

right and fortunate by chance; and, embracing

a false system, will consequently resign themselves

to the direction of political guilt and economical

imbecility. Thus we ought to lower our ideas of

ministerial excellence, and no longer deify men for

making long harangues, imposing taxes, involving

us in war, granting a few bounties, and establish-
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ing commercial regulations and treaties, while

the}^ have been the authors of all the misfor-

tunes of the present times. We surel}^ ought to

consign the vast mass of general welfare, the value

of Avhicli is infmite, not to the supposed virtues

and talents of statesmen, but to that practical per-

fection of a system, which will even guide the

blind, and give vigour and activity to tlie weak,

knowledge and information to the ignorant, and real

virtue to all the votaries of ambition and fame. Let

us then regard our certain interests, and no longer

buoy up ourselves with great names, whatever men
may be at the helm : embracing that system which

alone can prevent the execration of posterity, on

account of the confidence Ave have already given

to such great names as have been mentioned.

Oppositions and parties, as they are known in this

country, are by no means a remedy to these evils.

For if in some measure they counteract, in others

they aggravate them. The former are diverted or

secluded from the proper study and cultivation of

general v/elfare ; and when they come into place,

furnish the crown with new servants, but with

similar measures to those pursued by their pre-

decessors, some temporary expedients or appa-

rent alterations excepted. The latter in separat-

ing and coalescing ; in hostile conflicts ; in accom-!-

modating their opinions to those of each other,

and in friendly associations; nay in complimenting

one another, when their variances are at the greats
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est; too often have been fatal to the dearest inter-r

ests of their country. Her true interests, it is ob-

vious, cannot thus be better understood, but top

often are sacrificed, whether for good agreement,

or for the sake of contrariety. They are even sa-

crificed after the death of parties. The death of

Mr. Pitt seemed providentially intended to af-

ford an opportunity for forming a friendly peace

with France ; and on this account should have

been passed over without panegyrising his memory.

His political measures would then have appeared to

be absorbed in the failure of his projects and the

battle of Austerlitz : and peace would have natu-

rally followed his interment; had not the public

funeral honours decreed him sanctioned those mea-

sures, and astonished Europe, as well as France,

in seeing how uncongcnicd he had rendered the

soil of Great Britain to the cultivation of the olive.

Nay parties in succession support one another, so

that the public always expects from the succeed-

ing those services, which it can receive only from

system.

The system is still more indispensable, as the

public attention is singularly diverted by the va-

rious artifices of decoration and embellishment,

from perceiving the necessity of adopting those

novel and extraordinary resources, which the times

require ; and is thus induced to acquiesce in pre-

sent measures whatever these may be. A system is

'tt'anted which will render real, essential, and the
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greatest of national services; which will produce

plenty, riches, and happiness ; and effectually

counteract the progress of misery and ruin ; while

a veil of splendour and glory is thrown over our

actual situation, that effectually prevents it's re-

dress, and, hiding universal evil, radically aggra-

vated, infinitely increases it. The publication of

Parliamentary debates, the proud pretensions of

literature, and various societies in the metropohs,

established to cultivate particular limited objects,

and for this purpose to meet once a week during

winter, can only in a manner undeserving of no-

tice supply the purposes of a system of general

welfare : but they contribute greatly to dazzle the

public eye, and draw attention from far greater

objects. Engines unknown to former ages, daily,

weekly, and monthly papers and pamphlets repre-

sent without intermission the nation as one grand

spectacle of dignity and glory, and render the

people infatuated with every thing around them,

and altogether unmindfid of what the times re-

quire. They spread the fascinating charms of im-

agery and description over the most ordinary oc-

currences, with the grandest terms elevate the dif-

ferent national transactions, and with complimen-

tary adulation render every trifle pleasing, while

they reserve no praise for true glor}', or such

achievements of real improvement as the crisis dcr

mands : exalt the most common actions of the

great into those of gods and heroes ; and rpprcr
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sent the nation as one continued scene of grandeur,

happiness, and magnificence, in theatres, routs,

dances, musical performances, private parties, and

public entertainments. They depress all the vir-

tues of rival nations, in order to offer to our own
that high complmientaiy adulation, which not

only estranges the mind from pursuing fartlier im-

provements and great and noble objects, but is the

usual predecessor of seduction and ruin. Tney
even think for the nation, and having long sup-

plied it with daily doctrines and opinions, super-

sede the use of political thought and judgment in

general, both in the highest and the lowest classes,

and thus leave the public mind wholly in the power

of government, to direct by such information as it

thinks fit ; while like the magnificent spectacles

exhibited in the decline of the Roman empire, they

adorn, but pjecipitate, the fall and misery of im-

perial greatness.

The second head of the present division of this

work is the consideration of practical improve-

ment, as an art or science calculated to devise and

institute a system of executive measures proper

for carrying national perfection into effect, or ex-

ecutive measures of general welfare, as they may
in any manner be detached and employed for recti-

fying public aflfairs and conducting improvements

singly. Practical improvement may be c.efined to

be that exccuti\e ability founded on the mehora-
ttve pr'nciple of man, which, depending upon liis
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mental and corporeal faculties, and their due im-

provement, enables him to cultivate and bring

to perfection all objects capable of melioration,

and to conduct affairs in general to the greatest

advantage; overcoming whatever difficulties and

obstacles may intervene to prevent him from ac-

complishing these purposes. The anatomy of the

mind shows, that there is a meliorative principle*

* The existence of this passion and principle ought not to

be controverted, because it may not appear to possess and de-

pend upon corporeal organization, or to be connected with

more marked characters of passion. This is often the case with

the passions. Even the attachments themselves are in diflerent

cases no exception, of which the following is a remarkable in-

stance : A lady approaching to her 90th year of age, and on

her death-bed, when the frame was exhausted by acute dis-

ease, was remarkably sensible to preconceived attachment.

Beside the amiable and great virtues of her sex, which old age

had only completed, not diminished, in taste she was the first,

or one of the first florists of her age, and had for six or seven

years back conceived a great liking or atl'ection for a garden-

er's wife, who had brought her occasionally some rare llower

roots. At those times when the paroxysms of fever, soon to be

mortal, without delirium, were most urgent, even when tlic

coldness of the body was extreme and uni\ersal, accompanied

with continual vibrations of the lower jaw, seeing this wo-

man, or hearing her voice, she was sensibly afi'ected, crying

out, "Sally! save me! Save me, Sally Give Sal'y what

she wants 'Let her not go to bed without wine I" Thus she

was frequently excited, while sinking under extreme debility :

and showed the most impassioned tenderness for this person,

when her distressed and beloved relatives could not possibly re-

ceive the least marks of such envied attention. So »trong in



74

in man, which nature carefully associates with his

active powers, by this means providing for their

due cultivation ; and renders them in consequence

sufficiently energetic to accomplish the grand pur-

poses for which they were intended. Such execu-

tive ability ho^ve^•er is not acquired in perfection

without proper arts, rules, and directions, a num-

ber of which are given in the work entitled ' Peace

on Earth,' Chap. Ill; and others are proposed to

be here subjoined. Thus practical improvement

includes the means of devising and instituting me-

liorations of all kinds, and of succeeding in the

greatest of enterprises : and is or may be made an

art versatile and applicable to all subjects what-

ever, civil, economical, financial, metaphysical,

mental, and religious, as well as agricultural, mi-

litar}', political, and legislative.

How as an art, practical improvement may be

brought to maturity, and be enabled to accom-

plish whatever can be reasonably expected from it;

is a subject both too extensive to enter upon at

length, and too tedious and complicated to treat

with accuracy and minuteness in this place. It is

therefore necessary, though too important to be

passed over entirely, to take only a slight view of

it. Accordingly I shall consider it, as executive

ability consists in practice, and not in speculative

Death can the energies cf the mind prove ; distracted, op-

pressed, and confounded as they necessarily must be, Mhea

oul and body prepare a long farewell.
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^iews, and should therefore be instructed and ex*

perienced m practical measures and expedients, as

they are requisite for the purposes of improvement:

as these measures and expedients should be founded

on truth and certainty, and on their sufficien-

cy both in extent and number to embrace the

whole of their intended purposes : as novel mea-

sures and expedients hitherto unknown or inade-

quate should be brought forward to promote na-

tional perfection and rectify public affairs : as it

may be necessary to form various practical mea-

sures into proper combinations for effecting ditr

ferent improvements, and promoting the interests

of general welfare ; and often at the same time to

combine those measures with useful information: and

jn what manner the operations of j)ractical improve-

ment should be introduced and carried into effect.

It is unnecessary to show, that practical im-

provement is occupied in actual measures and ex-

pedients, that tend, so far as their capacity reaches,

to promote universal good, and the different ob-

jects which constitute this ; that it is pursued in

a very imperfect manner ; and that statesmen often

embrace measures of an opposite tendenc}', judg-

ing jLiniversal good to be a speculative subject.

Thus the cultivation and advancement of general

welfare, except in unavoidable business and the

common routine of office, are neo-lected bv all ffo-

yeruments. That in fact is neglected, wliich is the

proper essence of government. Hence laws arc
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merely restrictions and regulations, not attempting

to furnish plans and directions in a manner worthy

notice for forwarding any kind of improvement.

The time that Parhaments can possibly give to the

advancement of general welfare at large is neces-

sarily short, and busily occupied by the multipli-

city of common affairs and regulations, which

come before them ; and what leisure could be

spared for this purpose is allotted to debate and ar-

gument rather than to sage counsel and plain truth.

Speculation is no farther employed upon these than

sometimes to mention and quote the works of Dr.

Smith. INIoney is not supplied, in order to culti-

vate the arand interests and resources of the na-

tion : and when an individual, destitute of parlia-

mentary interest, explores them by his own means,

so far as to enable her even to meet all her enemies

in the true career of aggrandizement, his proposals

are seized, and become the prey and property ofmi-

nisters for their own purposes. A very consider^

able part of general welfare, if not the whole, is

included in literature and eloquence, especially in

those of Greece and Rome, and has not yet

been separated from them, as a subject distinct

in itself; in which however it occupies a very small

space. It is altogether a subordinate part, and is

greatly perverted by their fascinations and inter-

ested views, and the exhaustlcss arguments they

supply. Of the fact, and it's fatal effects, " the

greatest, wisest, and best of men, ^larcus Anto*
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ninus, was well aware, who reckons it as the

greatest favour he had received from the gods,

that they had not suffered him to make any great

proficiency in the arts of eloquence and poetry,

lest by that means he should have been diverted

from pursuits of more importance to his high

station."

Thus while statesmen apply not to the objects of

general welfare with the attention which is neces-

sary to the success of common affairs, and bestONT

more time upon understanding the beauties of a

picture or a horse, perusing penal statutes, and

displaying the graces of eloquence, than upon pro-

moting that grand and comprehensive subject, in

which all the real interests of their country and

mankind are comprised ; they can be great only in

name, certainly not in practical improvement and

national business. To be really great in these,

they should delight in the study of them, in ac-

quiring a knowledge of their principles, in exer-

cising their difi^erent executive powers, and in ac-

customing themselves to make great improvements

of every kind. They nuist acquire a peculiar skill

and happiness in the use of those powers, render

them familiar and habitual, and thus actually

create a genius or turn for practical improvement.

It is the study of whatever is useful, the exploring

of the means for accomphshing every species of

universal good, the employing of the faculties in

concerting and combining the means for this pur-
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pose, full experience and practice, and the growth

as it were of the parts of the mind conformably

to these processes, which can produce a useful

minister, so far proficient in promoting the different

interests of his country, as to be justly and wor-

thily entitled to celebrity and esteem in the pre-

sent critical state of the British empire. Even after

thus acquiring a due capacit}" for practical im-

provement, applicable to every different meliora-

tive view of general welfare, great thought and re-

flection are farther neccssaiy to suggest those in-*

ferences, on which the fate of great events and

undertakings may depend, as Dr. Edwards has

shown in explaining the nature of discovery and

invention. The ancients, whom we so justly ad-

mire, sought after genuine excellence, mental and

corporeal, in the hne of habitual action and prac-

tice, much more than later ages have done : and

this attention produced not only those great li-

terar}^ performances of theirs, which we have never

been able to equal ; but likewise those improved

bodily powers, that gave the human form it's

highest embellishments and most active energies,

and enabled it to consummate the happiest pro-

ductions of the arts.

The different measures and expedients, as well

as the useful knowledge in general, (for it is im-

possible to separate them,) which may be proposed

in order to accomplish the whole or any part of a

practical system of general welfare, to constitute
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national perfection, and to redress public affairs

;

must, in respect of being serviceable, and prddac-

ing their effects, necessarily depend upon their

truth and certainty ; and upon their number as suf*

ficient to accomplish their respective purposes. It

is therefore an object of the greatest consequence,

to be thoroughly acquainted with the proper prin-

ciples which may determine the certainty of such

measures, and enable us to explore them in such

number and of such quality, as may be compe-

tent for effecting their different intentions. It

is however proposed, in making a few observa-

tions upon each of these views, rather to point

out the general line that ought to be pursued, than

to make a direct application of them to so compre-

hensive and diversified an object as national perfec-

tion.

The certainty of practical measures and of useful

knowledge, as their services are requisite here,

may be considered to be ascertained by evincing

their truth, or what they are, and what may be

their powers and effects ; and by guarding against

imposition and falsehood. It is therefore proposed

to consider summarily how truth is determined.

This may in the first place be considered, as it is

ascertained by actual perception, the due efffcacy

of which must greatly depend upon it's individual

capacity natural and improved; likewise upon a

happy and skilful interpretation of the appearance

of things, and upon a due degree of sagacit}^ and
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penetration. When perception thus simply ex-

ercised is insutlicient to ascertain truth, we have

recourse to inference, grounded on self-evidence or

the certainty of deduction ; the employment of

which in an effectual manner for it's proposed pur-

pose is a work of the greatest importance. It is

either single, or compound : and the latter is what

in looic is called demonstration ; which consists

in a series of single inferences, the preceding al-

ways proving the succeeding, and the last the

truth sought after. Farther, in ascertaining truth

in respect of affairs and ohjects of great conse-

quence anfl magnitude, by means of adequate in-

formation concerning them ; and in being able

to frame means with certainty for accomplishing

them, by omitting no measures that are reciuisite

to complete them, and ensure their success ; it is

as essential to take a complete and comprehensive

view of whatever knowledge and measures relate

to the subject or subjects in question, as it is to

judge concerning the actual truth of them. This

is a rule of great importance in practical improve-

ment, the neglect of which has often caused the

total miscarriage oi' great designs, or rendered them

incomplete and very inadequate to their intentions;

and is at present, as may be inferred from the ig-

norance of the existence of a system of national

perfection, one principal cause of the various

defects, errours, and calamities of states and em-

pires. But when these, and whatever other means
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we may pursue for detecting and arriving at truth,

fail us, a recrurrence to actual trials and exten-

sive experience is frequently a very valuable suc-

cedaneum in their place. Facts are much surer,

and more to be depended upon, than reasoning

:

and even perception, judgment, and demonstra-

tion, must submit to their superiour certainty. In

so many different respects are we liable to fallacies,

that tiie greatest judgments must submit to what

can never be really false, to facts. But it is not

proposed to enter into the consideration of the

means of guarding us against falsehood, and to ad-

vert among others to tlie subjects of theoiy and

defective reasoning; for they would carry us too

far. It is ho\\e\'er necessary always to be upon

our guard against the arts of falsehood ; against

the fatal consequences of numerous received and

unsuspected errours ; and in particular against those

delusions of passionate deception, that are fully

pointed out in the Appendix. Tlie powers of

truth, however strong, are of no avail against

this species of deception : and the most material

service they require is the removal of it's destruc-

tive influence. The greatest and the lowest sta-

tions are equally it's slaves, therefore neither t .

correct it's abuses : but the prejudices and weak-
nesses of mankind are too sure grounds of vantage

to be neglet'ted by statesmen, who thus by well

known arts can incense the people whom they go-

vern to the.supreme heights of fury and folly, ajid

G
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induce them to concur in all respects with their

own vices and passions. Insomuch that parha-

ments should interfere, and, as a sacred duty, pro-

tect both government and the populace by some

happv expedient against so dangerous a power.

It might even be advisable for the purpose to paint

on the walls of senates the victory of truth over

so dreadful a foe as passionate deception : and it

would be far more useful to the United Kingdom

to be really able to record such a victory, than the

conquest of corruption itself.

In respect of practical improvement, as it is to

be directed to produce novel objects, views, and

measures, and by their means to enlarge the pre-

sent stock of universal good, make every possible

addition to the public and private prosperity and

happiness of the United Kingdom and the A\'orld

at large, and redress whatever may threaten mis-

fortune and calamity to the state ; we ought to

increase in number, and power, not less than in

certainty and validit}', the means of advancing

general welfare and the interests of our country

and mankind, until these means are consummated,

as they are intended to contribute to advance na-

tional perfection. The principal aids for these

purposes, which it is sufficient to notice here in

general, are freedom of thought, due research and

investigation, experiment, and discovery. Agree-

ably to wliat has been proved concerning the di-

vine inteiitions in respect of national perfection-,
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as well as of the fact, tliere are invaluable resources

provided for accomplishing this glorious object ia

the works of creation and their purposes, and in

the civil and economical proceedings, customs^

and institutions of society, which the above active

powers are destined to explore ; though these powers

can only succeed in exploring them by adequate

exertions, which must be greater as those resources

are more complex and recondite^ have been longer

objects of pursuit, and been therefore more sought

into and exhausted. Without liberty of thought,

no nation has ever made a great progress in the

useful arts and sciences. We cannot think right,

unless by thinking freely ; and can reach the vari-

ous sources of our prosperity and happiness only by

extensive researches after them. For these pur-

poses we ought to think for ourselves : act inde-

pendently of the prejudices and restrictions of

common usage ; and exalt the human genius to

a height equal to it*s destiny. Therefore the

Creator has intended we should advance the in-

terests of general welfare by placing no bounds

to observation; by collecting all the facts that may
be serviceable to mankind; and inquiring by ex-

periment into all the unknown qualities, properties,

and uses both of things and of institutions, through-

out nature and in society. In like manner it is

intended, that we shall inform ourselves of what-

ever is injurious to mankind; and examine all

objects without partiality or prepossession, as ad-

G 2
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vantageous or disadvantageous to our interests.

Time and assiduity are necessaiy in these re-

searches : and without acquired habits of skill and

investigation, our faculties arc too feeble to take

a part in the least important concerns of general

welfare, much more so in the management of af-

fairs of state. In this free and liberal manner,

lord Bacon has given his decided opinion, that we

are as able to make civil as physical improvements

:

and that great era of improvement, which has taken

place in consequence of ad\ ancing natural know-

ledge according to the recommendations of this

great philosopher, Avould have been complete and

illustrious by the perfection of what may be called

civil or economical knowledge, had not govern-

ment been so blind and deaf to humanity, so fla-

grantly adverse to the intentions of the Almighty,

as to have excluded this important object from the

concerns that come under their province. To con-

cerns so important, the mc^ns and powers of prac-

tical improvement, now considered, are indis])en-

«iable
;

particularly so in comprehensive questions,

that require to be resolved into various different

])arts for separate consideration, before the whole

can be judged and determined. This may be fully

understood by referring to the plan proposed in

1805 by Dr. Edwards for effecting permanent

peace between us and France. Herein are sepa-

rately pointed out, and maturely and thoroughly

considered, the following and other subjects; the
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security of our Indian empire, in case the French

should become possessed of Egypt, in respect of

any apprehension of their forces being sent thither,

either by the Red Sea, by Bassora, or Persia : the

propriety of our establishing a new kingdom under

the name of Assyria reacliing from a certain por-

tion of tlie Mediterranean to the Persian Gulf:

the necessity on the part of the French of sur-

rounding their empire vv^ith a foreign barrier, and
the sufficiency notwithstanding of the balance of

power left to the rest of Europe for the mainte-

nance of it's independance : the certainty of the

French nation being disposed, and having adequate

reasons, to make such permanent peace with this

country, as would be highly advantageous to both

parties : the deception under which the public have

laboured in respect of the French emperor and
nation : and the different means there arc, as will

be obvious, when those points are settled, for

forming and cementing a peimanent peace between

the two countries. In this mode of analysis we
ought to have inquired into so important and com-

plicate a subject : and had ministers and the legis-

lature pursued it, no doubt a permanent peace

might long ago have been established between the

two countries.

It having now been shown that all tJie dif-

ferent measures of general \velfare with whatever

useful knowledge pertains to them, can be es-

tablished and ascertained on the basis of certainty
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and truth ; and that they can at the same time

be increased in number, and improved in power

and quahty, in order to extend, as may be re-

quisite, the sphere of practical improvement : it

is proposed in the next place to make some general

observations upon the different modes and advan-

tages of combining these measures, or expedients

for forwarding the purposes of practical improve-

ment, and in particular of preparing the more

complex means of accomplishing it's most arduous

and important objects. These means consist in

forming the measures into such efficient powers,

as can produce effects, which they cannot singly

accomplish; and in exhibiting the more compH-

cate and important subjects under such views as

may bring us most readily and intimately ac-

quainted witli them, and thus better enable us

to carry them into effect, and draw from them

the advantages, which they are capable of ailbrd-

ing. These two purposes however are often in-

separable, and are found perfectly to coincide.

The principal modes of combining measures in

the maiiner proposed may be referred to the foU

lowing heads; to plans for executing different

projects and undertakings of general welfare

;

to aits; sciences; practical treatises ; and systems.

In forming the whole there is great room for the

exercise of the imaginative faculty, which in the

anatomy of the mind is called the faculty of in^

tellectual combination, and has hitherto been too
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Testiictively considered as a poetical talent. A
duly cultivated and inventive mind is necessary

in respect to these combinations ; and great, com-

prehensive, sublime, and original views and powers

are often as indispensable.

Practical plans are combinations of different

measures singularly useful, and are very fre-

quently required in the proposed operations

of practical improvement. A capacity for de-

vising them is therefore essential to the success

and progress of improvements instituted on that

scale which is wanted to produce the perfection

of nations : and it is from neglect of cultivating

proper talents for this purpose, that those impro\e-

ments have been so remarkably liable to miscar-

riage. Plans are hardly reckoned to come under

this name, when they can be accomplished bv a

very few simple measures or expedients, as is often

the case. They may therefore be considered as

compound, consisting either of various different

views, each of which is to be realized by appro-

priate expedients, but all are to concur and coope-

rate at the same time, in order to frame and ex-

ecute the plan ; or of powers and parts, the ope-

rations of which, acting successively on one an-

other, conspire to produce one grand effect by the

expedient last operating. The views and expe-

dients so employed should in all respects be ade-

quate and effective for accomplishing their respec-

tive purposes ; and in particular should be so far
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comprehensive, as to complete the whole. Like-

wise they should all and severally be founded on

the basis of truth and certainty, and cooperate

with so po^\'erful a connexion, that secure depen-

dance may be placed at all times upon their joint

cooperation. Pracricai plans correspondnig with

the objects or undertakings which they arc intend-

ed to effect, should vary with these: and both as

they are laid down, in order to be carried into ex-

ecution, and as they produce their actual efrects,

should be plain and cltar ; c >ncisf, yet ctmiplcte

;

simple, and free from whai is speculative and fo-

reign; and suggest and produce active and ener-

getic operations.

The arts, it is unnecessary to say, are collections

and combinations of rules, which enable mankind

to conduct various performances of essentia I ser-

vice to society : and they, as well as the sciences,

are treated or explained at large, particularly as

they are connected with the advancement of ge-

neral welfare, in the second volume of the Na-

tional Improvement of the British Empire. The

sciences may appear to offer combinations of use-

ful knowledge rather than of practical expedients.

Yet, not only are they the best foundations of

the arts, but they are capable of being, and ought

to be, the combinations of both useful knowledge

and practical expedients; and are incomplete, as

they are deficient in either. At the same time

they happily furnish that clear and full informa-
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tioji of their subjects, which enables us to cany

them into effect, so as best to answer their differ-

ent purposes. Science depends fundamentally upon

different principles, which may be either consti-

tuent or executive truths, forming and combining

into the different matters which at last produce

a proper scieuce, and often receiving similar ac-

cessions of subordinate sciences. It also arranjjes

the different articles contained under it in a clear

and methodical form : and thus contains a full

knowledge of it's subject, the different parts of

which are duly separated so as to prevent confu-

sion, and the whole is so perfectly comprehended

together, or in succession, as to enable us to draw

from it all the advantages, which enlightened

science is capable of furnishing, and to cause it

to approach to tlie practical nature of art.

Those complete and accurate views above men-

tioned, called practical treatises, embracing at

the same time the most proper and requisite means

of carrying different interests of general welfare

into effect, with whatever useful knowledge is

materially connected with them, are of \ ery great

and essential service in all complicate subjects of

practical improvement. They gi\e us the most

accurate infomiation in both these respects, as com-

plete and free from* omission as possible ; and fur-

nish assistance of every kind, including both arts

and sciences. They are applicable to all subjects

of considerable extent, and may therefore be ren-
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clered of very material service to various interests

of general MTlfare. The learned physician derives

very important services from them, as they are the

principal instruments of medical instruction : and

as the schools and authors teach medicine, each

disease is included in a practical treatise of the

kind, comprising whatever relates to it, or at least

the descri])tion and history of the disease, it's

causes, the rationale of it's several symptoms, it's

prognostics, and the detail of the means proper

for it's relief and cure, and for preventing it's ac-

cession and return.

The last species of combination mentioned,

whether for advancing the purposes of practical

improvement, or understanding the constitution

of different objects effected by human industry

and ingenuity or otherwise, is system. It may be

loosely defmed to be an arrangement, which ex-

hibits the different parts of any extensive subject

or numerous subjects, whether executive or con-

stituent, under such divisions as concisely com-

prehend and happily elucidate the whole. As such,

system may be simple ; or it may be compound, as

when it consists of different subordinate sciences,

arts, practical treatises, and systems ; of which the

animal kingdom and the subject of general wel-

fare, considered as aggregates, are proper examples,

being comprised under different heads, which com-

pose a principal or whole. Thus the most exten-

sive and intricate subjects, nay subjects infinite
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ill their nature, can be applied to their proper

purposes, when the employment of system enables

us better to comprehend them, or to carry various

practical measures, thus combined together, into

effect.

Each of the twelve subjects of general welfare

may be considered as a compound practical science,

complete in itself, and intended for accomphshing

the most important objects. Each, even politics

and finance, is in all respects conformable to the

true idea of a science. Each depends on funda-

mental principles, and embraces a perfect sphere

of knowledge, wiiile it is subject to whatever

practical plans are requisite for realizing such

knowledge. Each is of the highest importance

to tlie interests of mankind and the purposes of

creation : is ennobled by it's application to these,

and ennobles the most tiifling circumstances con-

tained under it, in applying them to such views:

and is blended with much philosophy and rational

disquisition. Each can be greatly improved, and

in being carried to it's practicable perfection render

tlie most valuable of services. Each is highly ser-

viceable to the rest. Each being capable of a re-

gular and scientific construction for it's proper

purposes, and the whole of them strongl}- coope-

rating, and being exactly adapted to a perfect

state of general wclfiire, and comprehending all

the practical means of athancing this; who will

say, that they are not the proper constituent parts
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of the complete aggregate of general welfare, atid

provided for this purpose in the act of creation

;

and that they do not constitute a divine practical

system ?

Thus one compound and perfect practical sys-

tem of general welfare is the most powerful means

that can be supposed for realizing national perfec-

tion, and constitutes, as it were, a simple art; and

satisfactorily proves it*s divine origin, as thus every

human interest is provided for in this art, which

may be conveniently managed as an instrument,

by practical science, witb all possible accuracy and

regularity. Thus, as an instrument, it is thorough-

ly ca})ublc of rectifying public affairs, aggrandiz-

ing states, improving whole countries, and of esta-

blishing national perfection : and comprises every

possible view of exalted policy, all humane and

beneficent suggestions, the principles that will pro-

vide for every incidental exigence of state, and

means and ol^jects of many valuable, but at pre-

sent unknown, services. Thus it would be me-

chanically invaluable in all ages and all countries,

in the hands of legislators and ministers of state

;

and a complete guide for their public conduct. In

particular it would correct economical imbecilit}^,

as well as political guilt, with however proud and

arrogant a sense of greatness they may be support-

ed : and enable those illustrious personages to ac-

complish themselves in all those high duties, which

flevolve upon them. It would eftectuall}' remedy
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fairs, as these depend on vague speculative and

theoretical notions, and on an invariable routine of

practice, never understood, and incompetent to

correct a single errour of consequence, to benefit

by experience, and to form these general inferences

and comprehensive views, which are of such essen-

tial import to the welfare of nations. This is the

more urgent, v/hen we see that political effusions

in the papers, stamped with great names, bear not

upon just, precise, rational, and scientific grounds :

and when the most important public questions are

determined not upon truth, extensiveness of means,

and inventive combinations, the principles of which

have been explained ; but upon a determination to

carry them, and upon passionate or interested, not

rational arguments. Thus we have finally become

the victims of literary and oratorical, 'casuistical

and polemical talents, which can support any ar-

gument with sufficient plausibility by means of

general reading and sceptical habits ; a;id we can

only be rescued from sucli a state by a system

founded in truth, and possessed of every possible

capacity, information, and executive energ;)-.

In respect of the mode of introducing practical

improvement, and carrying into effect it's diflferent

operations ; it is proposed to offer only a few un-

connected observations upon a subject so extensive.

It is here a rule desemng notice, that we have

only to know some great good can be effected ; and
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fiiay be certain there are means of realizing 'it

through the medium of practical improvement.

On the other liand, there is hardly any means and

knowledge, tliat liave just pretensions to notice

and excellence, v*diich will not find an opportunity

of contributing in some manner to the advance-

ment of national perfection. AVc may likewise

place the greatest dependance upon the powers of

practical improvement : and their operations, how-

ever complicated and diffusive, if founded upon

it's genuine principles, will completely answer their

purposes. We should strictly adhere to the great

principles it points out. Yet we should not imi-

tate the stifiness and precision of an automaton

;

and pursue a line of conduct that may be rigorous

and severe, and border upon an imaginary idea of

perfection, that is impracticable. With firmness,

and upon an open and free scale, yet with circum-

spection and prudence, we should employ it's ser-

vices in such extent, as may promise the comple-

tion of it's purposes in a reasonable space of time.

Yet too happy may our country be in it's first

essays, to produce, by the means recommended,

ministers possessed of real virtue and goodness,

sincerely disposed to encourage the progress of the

system, but endeavouring to save their countiy,

before they attempt to advance it to national per-

fection. Whatever practical improvement may

sanction, is capable of being alike scientifically

and ably determined, devised, planned, and exC'
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cuted, upon it's proper principles : and it's labours

and energies, accompanied with philanthroj)y, are

at all times competent in countries that are consi-

dered as civilized, to complete the destiny of man-

kind ; and should be procrastinated as little as pos-

sible, if at all in the present state of Great Bri-

tain, which permits no compromise between indo-

lence and enterprise, wisdom and folly, effectual

improvements and proposals treacherously em-

ployed to support a vitiated system incapable of

melioration.

The third and fourth heads proposed to be

treated under the present division of this work for

completing the various interests of general welfare

are the consideration of the proper parties to be

employed, in order.to carry into effect and consti-

tute the work of national perfection, and of recti-

fying public affairs : and the means of ad\ ancing

what capital may be requisite to accomplish the

great objects that relate to these. The two heads

are announced under one, as the second requires

no particular explanation, and, as will be seen here-

after, can be included in the first. These may be

considered therefore under the following articles

;

the parties who ought to be charged with tlie ex-

ercise of practical improvement and the public ad-

ministration of general welfare : our species as it

ought to be individually employed in constituting

national perfection : and the cooperation of go-

vernment and the individual for accomplishing by
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their joint powers such parts of national perfec-

tion, and such extensive improvements, as may

exceed their respective energies separately em-

ployed.

The parties ought to be charged with the ex-

ercise of practical improxemcnt and the pubHc

adm.rnistration of general welfare, to whatever

height of perfection this is carried, may be consi-

dered to be the same as they who at present ha\'e

these important charges. They are therefore com-

prised under diftcrent civil establishments, such as

Government, Parliaments, Police, and the mili-

tary department ; under various professions, as of

the church, the law, medicine, and the principal

persons and eminent characters connected with va-

rious occupations, such as agriculture, manufac-

tures, &c. ; and under the voluntary services of

merit, or of individuals who optionally employ

themselves from liberal and honourable motives in

cultivating and improving the different interests of

society and general welfare. In respect of tlie

whole of these parties, it may be observed, that

they should form one great and active body, em-

ployed to the full extent of it's capacity in thus

advancing the general good. For from what has

already been noticed, it is evident, that all the

means wanted for the completion of the several

purposes of general welfare and the improvement

of the world, as this is to be forwarded by man,

are provided, and may readily be earned into
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cfi'ect:, if our hearts be rightly disposed to search

for them, and to employ them, when they are

found, according to their destination; The great

misfortune to the world has been, that the civil and

professional establishments, from the basest prin-

ciples of avarice and ambition, or from mistaken

views of the dignity and estimation of their re-

spective bodies, have been in different respects the

fatal enemies of society and their country. Enough

lias already been said in regard to Governments,

as they have been highly injurious. But it should

be particularly observed, as what most merits cen-

sure in respect of the others, that they have con-

tracted a highly pernicious esprit du corps, which

has made them prefer the most selfish views of

their respective bodies to their real advantage, as

well as to the essential weltkre of the community;

even when the most generous recompenses have

been offered for any losses they might individually

sustain. Such in fact is the general insensibility

to all public and private welfare, that for a termi-

nation of our actual distresses and privations the

empire ought to lookup solely to that class of men,

who optionally dedicate themselves on liberal mo-

tives to advance the interests of society and man-

kind. These men cannot be too highly valued,

when they have duly qualified themselves to real-

ize their pretensions, and are men of undoubted

virtue and merit : and it is astonishing what the

services of a single individual may effect, freely

H
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-and happily employed in the cultivation and im-

provement of general welfare. They constitute

the true order of merit, however neglected they

are by corrupt nations ; or discouraged by modern

gov^ernments, unless as they may incidentally serve

their ignoble views, and give a gloss to their pro-

ceedings.

In respect of parliaments, and the higher or-

ders in general of society, it may be observed,

that they have not sought to acquire that inclina-

tion, which is indispensable for the scientific cul-

tivation and advancement of general welfare. For

their education has not yet been directed upon that

general scale of practical science, proficiency in

which is recpiisite to meliorate the interests of so-

ciety and nations : and they arc totally indisposed

against their improvements, either because they

know themselves incompetent to them, because

their predecessors have always marred and misma-

naged thcin, or because in general they think it

not their concern to possess philanthropy, execu-

tive talents, original powers, and comprehensi\c

minds, when they wholly resign the interests of

their country to ministers of state» It is too cer-

tain that things will remain in a very wretched

situation, until they become scientifically vers-

ed in the practical arts of general welfare, which

it is more proper for them, than for voluntary

devotees, to attend to and prosecute. A par-

liament ought to be considered in the light of a
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society, the immediate o])ject of wliich is to study

and cultivate im.piovements of all kinds, and to

explore and consummate the ditferent interests of

general welfare. As it has been thought advisable

in the present age to multiply such societies of

evTry description in the metropolis, and too often

on very indifierent grounds
;

parliament, acting

"with crovernmcnt as a universal societv of im-

provement, would supply the infinite defects of the

latter institutions, and constitute a body in all re-

spects complete, and competent to realize the views

of national perfection. The services it would thus

render to the community ; the impediments it

would remove, that now oppose the progress of

universal good; and the force of it's example on

all ranks and individuals, as it w^ould open their

breasts to the generous emotions of humanity and

improvement ; need not here the least detail. Yet

it may be observed, that it would render singular

and essential service in removing the numerous and

fatal obstacles, that originate in narrowness of

soul, niggardly sentiments, mischievous preposses-

sions, and selfish principles, among the highest es-

tablishments and most liberal professions them-

selves ; thus surmounting pernicious authorities,

as much mistaken as they are powerful and perti-

nacious. In particular, the community and man-

kind at large would thus be able to acquire the

important services of the two professions of the

law and religion. The first would no longer in-

H 2
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volve society In distress and trouble ; and cause

man to degenerate into that unfortunate immora-

lity, wliich cannot be checked on account of the

difficulty of obtaining justice : but be emulous to

impart it's services, and open new sources of pros-

perity and happiness, in order to repair the Avrongs,

which want of humanity or ambition and the de-

sire of wealth have so long inflicted upon society

:

imitating the example of the medical profession,

which, depri\ed of its ancient honours, and of the

public favour and encouragement, has practised

medicine only in order to improve, and render it

as beneficial as possil)le to mankind. The different

religions and sectaries would unanimously concur

in establishing national perfection and the king-

dom of God on Karth, reconciling their discordant

opinions, and not permitting themselves to be in-

fluenced by any doctrines diametrically opposite to

their desirable accomplishment. They would in

particular extend the contracted sphere of their di-

vine functions, so far as by means of the discovery

of the anatomy of the mind to undertake the due

formation and instruction of it. They would at

least renew and perpetuate the services which the

Maoi, as has been already observed, rendered to

the Persian empire during the period of it's splen-

dour and greatness, advancing all the energies of

the mind and the virtues of the heart, and render-

ing the ])eople great and illustrious, as the true

basis of national strength.
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^fan, as lie constitutes tlie human species, and

is to be individually employed in producing na-

tional perfection or the kingdom of God on Earth,

which is the second article for consideration, must

with this view discharge, as is evident from what

has already been stated, a large aggregate of diffe-

rent offices of the highest splendour and import-

ance, on account of which both he and the world

ivere originally created. Therefore the individual,

in a state wherein man is ordained to work his

own improvement, must exert with incessant cou-

rage and alacrity, as far as lies in his power, all

the meliorative encrg}^ inherent in his species

:

perfect his moral and intellectual faculties : culti-

vate the proper feelings and taste most conducive

to happiness : regulate the mind in general, guard

it against the deceitfulness of passion, provide it

with adequate instruction, render it's different parts

of due capacity, and enable them to cooperate as

a whole with the oreatest advanta2:e : dischar^'e a

variety of social duties : provide the means of pros-

perity and rational gratification, and attain to hu-

man excellence : be active, brave, and energetic

for the support of society and the general welfare,

to the interests of which he must be attached with

true patriotism and universal philanthropy : pro-

vide extensive knowledge and powers in respect of

the constituent interests of his species : form great

v/orks of every kind, and all the establishments that
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may be useful to his country and it's dependencies

:

discharge the duties which he owes to God as well

as to himself: and therefore accomplish all the di-

vine intentions of human creation, and the des-

tined impros'cment of nature and the world, with

the most comprehensive views, strenuous exertions,

and exalted sentiments. It is thus that man is in-

tended to constitute actual civilization, and to raise

himself above the brutality and imperfections, with

which he comes into the world, to a sublunary

state of national perfection, by means of a regular

and practical system of general welfare. The indi-

vidual howevCi" alone is unequal to finish and con-

summate so great a work : he is therefore destined,

and by his nature disposed, to enter into society,

and effect it by means of that cooperation and

assistance, which he fmds in the various estab'

lishments and professions above considered.

Thus there remains for the individual a great

proportion of aggregate duties, and an appropriate

share of national perfection, which it is incumbent

upon him to discharge and perform with the great*

est strictness and punctuality. It is not, however,

proposed to enter into the detail of them, though

go highly important ; only to offer some cursory

observations upon the meliorative, social, and mo-

ral relations of the individual in society : and upon

that equable and harmonious culture of the diffe-

rent constituent parts of the mind, negligence and
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omission in respect of which are in various respects*

highly injurious and distressful to society at large,

as well as to the individual himself.

It is at this time peculiarly incumbent upon the

individual to employ his meliorative powers, as far

as his station permits ; in order to advance national

perfectiou, and to rectify the present state of pub-

lic affairs. Both objects would readily be consum-

mated, if every man would thus discharge the pro-

per offices of his station. On the contrary, im-

provement is universally slighted, and not at all

attempted to be carried to it's proper extent ; man,

both in his public and private capacity, dispensing

Math it's service, as far as that state of want and in-

capacity, with which he came into the world, per-

mits. JNIinisters flee from it as highly dangerous

;

and thus contribute very materially to deprive the

country of the benefit not only of it's destined ob-

jects, but of it's great executive powers and ener-

gies, ^\hich will always remain feeble and impo-

tent, until they are fully exercised and brought to

their proper maturity and perfection. The local

miprovements of the country, which are the real

basis of wealth and population, are so far neglected,

that the principal and most valuable of our re-

Sources are not souo-ht after, even in our aoricul-

ture and fisheries, at a peiiod which requires the

exhaustion of all the means of national ao-o-ran-

dizcment. ]\Ien of landed property attend to them

neither on their estates nor in the senate. This
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tnan of property wholly neglects them ; tliat Jm-

mediately opposes them ; and another perhaps ho-

nours them by the patronage, which he bestows

upon some society or institution too feeble and un-

intelligent, either to comprehend or carry them

into effect.

The social relations are, in hke manner, ill ob-

served in various respects, though they are of the

liighest consequence to public and private prospe-

rity and happiness. In particular, the too great pre-

valence of pride has far more fatal and extensive

consequences in society, than are commonly sup-

posed : but it's e^ccesses are less apparent, as the

folly of them causes it to be concealed in the most

careful manner. It is more directly injurious to

general welfare, as it attaches the great, and per-

sons of authority, to the present and the worst in

preference to the best system of general welfare,

that might be substituted in it*s place ; is en-

amoured of the splendid accompaniments and the

actual carnage of war, but inimical to the humble

arts of peace : causes nations to depend on great

names, and men of family and fortune, not on

useful talents and practical knowledge ; insists on

others being as weak as itself, and assuming equal

arrogance ; and disdains the modesty of genuine

merit. It may be extreme in all ranks, and espe-r

cially in men, as they are eminent by fortune rar

ther than desert: but it is much less frequent in

the very highest stations, and subsides as men pos-
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sess liberal pnnciples, and become acquainted with

themselves. The passion of mahgnity is still more

pernicious than that of pride; and is the direct

enemy of human welfare : and it is much more vi-

olent in the bosom of society between the same

fellow subjects, than the different subjects of rival

nations. It is much more infernal in it's nature

than is commonly supposed ; is highly destructive

and excludes compassion, though it certainly has

been created for the wisest purposes. It has al-

ways been either painted with a lighter colouring

than it's proper hue requires, or ascribed to passions

of fell and incensed qualities, but more open than

itself. It is glaringly depicted in the romance of

Caleb Williams, yet appears less virulent and of-

fensive than it ought, by ascribing it to a good

heart distracted by the highest sensibility of

wounded honour. It is rather more correctly de-

lineated by Fielding, as it deprives Joseph An-

drews of the advantao-e of a Parish School educa-

tion, because a cousin of his father's landlord had

given a vote for a parliament man contrary to the

interest of the patron of the school. But even

when it rages with the greatest virulence, it is care-

fully concealed, because it's diabolical nature is too

dishonourable to be openly displayed in a state of

society not altogether dead to a sense of shame

;

and because pretensions to good will and friend-

ship are necessary, to furnish it with the opportu-

ftiry of gratifying it's malice. When extreme, it
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excitement whatever. Hence that persecution

wliich is so frequent in society, and a species of

malignity, may be altogether unjustiliable, or if

justifiable in a degree, yet may be carried to the

most impardonable lengths of unrelenting cruelty.

ISIerit and misfortune are often wantonly selected

for the objects of it's gratification. Excellence

may thus be persecuted, either because it has com-

mitted no fault, or because it is liable to the er-

lours incidental to humanity. Faults are never

s{)ared, even when they are owing to want of edu-

cation and ignorance : and misfortune is alwavs

unpitied by it, and the favourite object of it's tri-

imipli. It is far too intimately connected with

that species of espionage, which man exercises

upon his species in the circle of his residence, par-

ticularlv in the countrv ; and wherewith curiositv

instigates all ranks to learn the particulars of one

another's actions, fortune, conduct, and charac-

ter, giN ing even subsistence to the beggar, and

consideration to the dependant, in return for their

communications. Insonnich that malignity uni-

versally intrudes upon every man's private life

;

and no man can sleep secure upon the pillow of

innocence and the trophies of his good deeds,

without taking due precautions against the malice

of an extensive neighbourhood, as well as of the

world at large. The links of the great social ctiain

cannot, however, be too closely cemented, or it's
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circumference be too comprehensively enlarged, fof

various other reasons. For it is necessary to con-

sider all the important services, which the several

orders mutually render to one another; the ready

advancement of the different improvements through

the sincere conciliation and hearty cooperation of

the higher and lower ranks ; the actual virtue ex-

ercised in extending real respect and sociality, as

fiir as is consistent with propriety, to all indivi-

duals ; the general decline of goodness and bene-

volence, and the prevalence in their stead of the

malignant affections throughout the different ranks;

the great advantage to the state of securing to in-

divichials like favourable opportunities of advanc-

ing their respective welfares, and of protecting

them and their rights by equal laws ; and the in-

finite importance of augmenting the national

strength by the general union and attachment of

the different parts of the community to one ano-

ther and to their country. Hence we liave reason

at the present period to congratulate ourselves in

possessing the effectual means of perfecting the

social relations in christian humility, and christian

benevolence. Those valuable political powers that

arc not of less, ])ut of much higher importance,

from the general contempt with which we treat

them !

In like manner, and in general from the same

motives, the moral relations cannot be too litrongly

or too universally maintaiued throughout society ;
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and will find effectual support In the same religion.

They are greatly relaxed throughout the king-

dom and empire, though the ohservance of mora-

lity is in all respects favourable to the progress of

improvement; and nations cannot become great

without it. For if the national attachment to real

Tirtue liad not been so sincere in Rome, as to have

hindered Lucretia from surviving the loss of her

honour, and Brutus from sparing the life of his

sons, as conspirators against the liberty of the re-

public; ]ier citizens, however Inspired with the

love of their country and warlike courage, could

never have been able to render her the mistress of

the Woi Id. Yet if in numerous instances the la-

bourer and lower orders pay less regard to Inte-

grity and to their manual performances, than can

be reconciled with human worth and dignity : and

if In the search of wealth, and of leal or pretended

honcjurs, and In the sup])ort of fortune and great-

ness, the desire In the higher ranks to avail them-

selves of what cannot be justified, be likewise In

numerous instances too predominant ; the church

herselfcannot boast ofmaking morality and religion

farther respectable, than suits the provision made
for it's establishment in the tithes : the law neglects

that local jurisprudence and reform of it's profes-

sion, which would be the greatest possible support

of practical virtue : and it may be observed, that

liberal opinions, however they may have prevailed

now and m past times, have not In any less but
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in a greater degree been accompanied with abusive

establishments and cormptions throughout society.

In respect of that important object, an equable

and general culture of the diiferent parts of the

mind, as they are now made known to us by it's

anatomy, it is certainly of essential import, to

qualify the individual for the discharge of his

duty in accomplishing the perfection of general

welfare. It is however no other, than what has

been celebrated under the appellations of wisdom

and philosophy, than a mental qualification simi-

lar to what appears to have been generally attained

in the more enllo-htened ao^es of the \^'orld. Not-

withstanding, it depends upon the regulation of a

spiritual macliine, the parts of which are very nu-

merous, strong, variable, and opposite ; and which

must be employed to instigate, control, modify,

inform, and direct one another, so as to produce

a power adequate to all the different purposes of

mental creation. Yet the parts are happily consti-

tuted for this purpose : and have such proper ten-

dencies, that by due cultivation and instruction

a work apparently abstruse and difficult can be

readily effected. The knowledge of the passions

hitherto altogether unascertained ; consequently of

their being wonderfully diversliied in their species,

of their composing the principal part of the mind,

agitating man in infinite modes and directions,

and actuating him in an almost unlimited sphere

of action, so as to produce great good and gneat
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evil; is in itself alone a subject liiglily interesting

to general welfare and society' at large. For on

the proper regulation of the passions, the inter-

course of society, the conduct of man, the manners

and national character, principally depend ; and the

other parts of the mind are principally necessary to

direct and control them, though their own suf-

ficiency and insufficiency, independant of the pas-

sions, are of material conseijuence to all human

concerns. Not to speak of the violence and de-

ception to which the passions are liable, which are

Avell known, and ha\e been already elucidated, and

pointed out as the principal cause of war; it is

their various extravagances and perversities, sup-

ported and gratified by opulence, to which the

decline and fall of empires may principally be as-

cribed. In private life too we see them produce

the most mischievous consequences, as opposite

and dissimilar passions are unequally blended, and

form not a proper counterbalance. Thus the sel-

fish and liberal passions often contend for supe-

riority, and are highly injurious, as either acquires

dominion and verges to excess. In like manner

the best dispositions and most powerful intellects

may be veiy fatally overpowered by the force of

jjrejudice. We may even see the same man a com-

pound of pride, malignity, benevolence, and reli-

gion; and the examples arc infinite, in which vi-

cious passions successfully combat against the vir-

tuous and excellent. The parts of the niind, tlicre-
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fore, slioLild be placed on a par \vlth one another:

and particular care should be taken, to regulate

and restrict the passions by mutually counterba-

lancing them. This rule extends to all men,

whose mental fabrics are as similar as their corpo-

real. Thus too we have it in our power to render

a great service to mankind in general, by ap-

proaching and assimilating different national cha-

racters ; to rectify which, and accommodate them

to the universal welfare, and social intercourse of

all nations, is an object of the greatest moment.

Hitherto it has been preposterously concluded,

that they are naturally ^'ery diiferent, and cannot

be equally brought to perfection ; but that some

are subject to peculiar vices, others to extraordi-

nary virtues ; that the sociable character and po-

liteness of manners, yet inseparable from artifice

and deceit, belong to one country, and solid and

serious talents with ingenuousness and respect for

virtue to another ; and that nations are the natu-

ral enemies of one another, and even some more

so than others : though beyond question their

minds are created the same, alike humane and well

disposed to each other ; and susceptible of the

highest improvement, and of being acconmiodated

m all respects to the perfection of universal good

and the kingdom of God on earth.

For the human species h in all countries and

stations, and in all situations, highly susceptible of

ynprovement In the most barbarous periods.
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Charlemagne and Alfred were able to call forth th<5

individual powers and talents of their respective

subjects, even of the lowest orders of them, in

such a manner, as to introduce every where

throughout their dominions the greatest local im-

provements, and establish national perfection as

far as it was practicable in their reigns. The most

wretched arts and insignificant means of instruc-

tion employed for the purpose have always pro-

duced very powerful effects ; and show what the

introduction of a perfect system of general welfare

is capable of accomplishing. Even common day-

schools have always in a surprising manner en-

lightened the vulgar : and the order of chivalry, it

is well known, was in a very unfavourable sera

highly instrumental in refining barbarity of man-

ners, establishing justice, and diffusing liberal sen-

timents, while it encouraged war and led to the

most extravagant principles and adventures. Ci-

vilization is, as it were, contagious, whether it ope-

rate upon an Englishman or a Laplander ; and

wherever introduced, and attempted to be im-

proved, has always made a rapid progress among

nations. In like manner, the substance of improve-

ment, though acquired and matured by profound

study and observation alone, yet passes readily af-

terward through a variety of minute circuitous

channels to the shop and the hamlet: and the

convictions of philosophy, it is observed, insinuate

themselves with a slow but certain progress, even
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into popular sentiment. Hence man is always ca-

pable of imbibing the highest excellencies and per-

fections, though he is subject to abandon himself

to the grossest passions, to become the enemy of

his species, to neglect the cultivation of his mind,

and forget his God. The greater knowledge he

acquires of what he ought to be, and what is his

proper state and constitution, the more reluctant

he will be to be different from w^hat he was in-

tended ; and his mind duly formed will aspire to

the natural perfection of his species. He will not

then submit to political guilt, economical imbeci-

lity, and the meretricious decoration of a ruinous

state of public affairs : he will be dissatisfied with

any other than a perfect system of general welfare :

and will as happily accommodate himself to the

brightest aera of mankind that may be conceived

practicable, as he certainly can at present to the

most despicable.

The last subject for consideration under the pre-

sent head is the mutual cooperation of govern-

ment and the individual, for the purposes of ac-

complishing by their joint energies such parts of

national perfection, and such extensive improve-

ments, as may exceed their respective powers se-

parately employed. Indeed it is always their for-

tunate cooperation, which produces the welfare of

nations. For it is the soverei^'us and the mao-is-

trates instructing the subject in the knox^'ledge and

means of advancing the general welfare, andpresid-

I
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acting in conceit with them, and forwarding the

common weal by their active virtue and useful in-

dustry ; which constitutes the strength, riches,

and happiness of a state. But what at present is

intended to be considered, though very summa-

ril}^ is that extraordinary cooperation of indi-

viduals with the legislature or executive govern-

ment, which is necessary to accomplish those

grand national improvements, that have hitherto

exceeded the abiHties and energies of the private

subject ; such as the perfection of the agriculture

of a kingdom, the complete establishment of our

northern fisheries, the improvement of the king-

dom of Ireland and of the Highlands of Scotland,

and similar objects. These may be considered as

the great resources of nations, that require extra-

ordinary accessions of strength, population, wealth,

and aggrandizement, or an extensive increase and

abundance of the necessaries, conveniences, and

comforts of life. That the nation is now capable

of employ iiig them for these purposes; and that

man is at last able to rise to his high destiny, that

of the complete improvement of states and nations,

antl thus of the whole world, may be considered

by Europe as a discovery of Dr. Edwards in the

extensive subject of national perfection, which he

has shown by different proposals may be carried

into complete effect. It depends on three essen-

tial points or means :
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concerned, and it's assistance is in any respect re-

quisite for carrying such objects into effect, to

take an active and executive part, by his having

improved poHce in such a manner, as to make it

an effectual body of pubhc agency, which instru-

mentally exercised and employed by government,

will give to this far greater executive powers and

enero^ies for conductino; business and undertakin2:s

on a large scale, than individuals themselves of

adequate capacities possess for these purposes.

2dly ; The giving a nation such a command of

capital, as is requisite to enable it to advance to

individuals the sums necessary for accon^plishing

the great objects now proposed, as readily and ef-

fectually as individuals do in carrying on their pri-

vate business and undertakings. The practicabi-

lity of this Dr. Edwards has proved, inasmuch as

he has fully established the truth of the following

particulars ; that the principal use of finance, as

an art, is not to provide the supplies of war, the

frequency and existence of which at all are owing

to the wretched politics of nations, but to advance

capital for the accomplishment of extensive na-

tional improvements, and different public purposes

in all respects unobjectionable : that the public

funds may therefore be employed for borrowing

a certain portion of the spare money of a wealthy

nation, which being guaranteed by the legislature,

ought, and may be lent, on suliiicient security, to

I 2
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individuals, for the execution of those great na-

tional improvements, in which it would be impru-

dent for individuals to embark upon the strength

of their own means : that the public may be ade-

quately secured in respect of these loans, which

may faitherj as is necessary, be so controlled as

to be made to answer effectually the purposes of

improvement, for which they are advanced to in-

dividuals : that those individuals finding their own

advantage by such accommodation, will be certain

to have recourse to it, and carry the proposed im-

provements into etTect, as well as glad to pay the

interest or dividends of those loans, from the bur-

den of which the public will in this case be altoge-

ther freed ; although in certain cases it may be ad-

visable to remit a part of the interest, nay to

grant a certain portion of capital to the borrowers

in the way of bounty or otherwise : and, finally,

that Great Britain has within herself resources suf-

ficient, as pointed out by him, to pay off her na-

tional debt without burdening the suhjcct ; but

that in thus liquidating her finances, she ought to

advance the produce of such resources to indivi-

duals for carrying on the great national improve-

ments }M-oj)Osed, and assign them a proportional

share to pay of the dividends of her public debt,

instead of actually extinguishing this debt, which,

however, he should continue to guarantee to her

present creditors.

S;lly ; The forming of practical plans, by which
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such national improvements may be carried into

complete effect, by loans in the manner proposed,

and maintained and upheld at all times, under the

superintendance of government ; and in which

such regulations may be contained as are farther

deemed advisable : the practicability of which he,

has evinced in all the instances necessary.

The fifth head proposed for consideration un-

der the present division is, the true knowledge of

religion, as it is intended to discharge the proper

offices of devotion, to actuate manual and mental

industry, and regulate the general welfare of the

human species ; and thus accomplish the purposes

of national perfection and divine creation, as well

as to rectify public affairs, by making an adequate

impression of it's sacred duties for those purposes,

both upon individuals, and upon the nation at

large. Religion may be considered as natural, or

revealed, or compounded of both ; and as having

in each of these branches a very extensive influ-

ence upon the interests of mankind, when it is sen-

sibly felt by the human heait. Religion thus in-

cludes both the worship of the Almighty, and the

active prosecution of a practical system, embrac-

ing the interests of man and the views of creation

at large, to which there is annexed the strong

energy and operation of passion founded on at-

tachment to the supposed divine pleasure : an at-

tachment that therefore earnestly endeavours to

conform to his pleasure, by carr\ing that system
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into effect, and supporting it when carried into

effect, througli proper executive means destined

for the purpose. That thus religion at the same

time comprehends all our devotional duties, and is

competent to the interests of man and the inten-

tions of the Ahnighty, is fully explained in the

work " Peace on Earth," p. 250—256 : pages de-

serving to be recorded among the most important

that have been committed to the press, as they

show the efficacy and sufficiency of religion to ac-

complish all the numerous and arduous objects

recommended in the present publication. Thus re-

ligion is meant to be deeply impressed upon the

minds of monarchs, legislatures, executive go-

vernments, the public, and individuals, so as to

guide their views and inclinations, and lead them

to pursue the true interests of human welfare, and

the purposes of creation. It is the grossest, as well

as the most unfortunate of mistakes, to suppose

that religion is no other than an act of worship

;

and that we are not compelled to discharge civil,

pohtical, economical, physical, and philosophical

duties, as they are really religious duties. For every

thing that contributes to promote the views of

human welfare and the creation, is as positively

enjoined and sanctioned both by natural and re-

vealed religion, as are the commandments, '^ Thou

shalt not steal :"—" Thou shalt do no murder."

The religion of ancient Greece and Rome was a

system of general welfare and civilization, and con-^
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sisted of different constituent parts, consecrated as

deities ; enforcing the practice of these parts, ac-

companied with proper acts of worship, as diffe-

rent duties required hy the deities. That perfect

system of general welfare, or aggiegate of national

perfection, which has been fully explained under

the preceding division, and, as is there shown, is to

be explored and consummated by human industry

and talents ; is likewise to be considered as reli-

gion, and as that natural religion, which it is in-

cumbent on man, confomiably to the intentions of

the Almighty, to practice, obey, and observe.

For w^hatever is contained in it showing the won-

derful goodness, energy, providence, and interfe-

rence of the Almighty, and being as indispensable

to be administered and accomplished by the hu-

man species, as the religion and morality contained

in it is a duty imposed upon us; the whole may
be considered as religion, or the religion of nature.

There is besides a comprehensive order of thinofs,

or a common order of nature, which forms the

outlines of the system. These man is to fill up,

as he views the operations of nature, wlietiier in

her immediate creation, or in the various effects

that result from it, particularly in the conduct and

intercourse of the human species : and thus be is

to pursue physical, political, economical, and ci-

vil rectitude, with as great attention as he does

moral. In this manner our Creator has ordained,

that we should by cultivation and improvement
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establish a perfect sj'stem of general welfare, and

respect it as religion and as his will : and in it are

contained all those elements of practical skill and

improvement, that may enable us to carry it into

effect.

If any doubts remain, that religion is capable of

consisting in the actual practice of a grand and

comprehensive system of general welfare, they will

be removed, as we proceed next to consider in

what revealed religion itself consists. This un-

questionably ma}', and ought, along with devo-

tion, to be comprised in the constitution of the

kingdom of God on earth, which is the same as

national perfection and the consummation of ge-

neral welfare produced by natural religion, as al-

ready shown ; they being the same religion, with

this difference, that the latter is weak and imper-

fect, the former complete, powerful, and irresis-

tible, when it's basis is fully understood. The
heads of our revealed religion, as they may be con-

sulted, p. 263, &c. of " Peace on Earth," point out

acts of worship, the exercise of devotion, the high

moral obligations, the command of the passions,

and universal and unremitted beneficence, as es-

sential to the establishment and the actual support

of the kingdom of God on earth : and such is their

energy and efficacy for accomplishing this grand

object, that we ought to employ revealed religion

as the most suitable means through them of estab-

lishing national perfection, although we should
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absolutely deny it's truth. For it certainly is ef

fectual for this purpose, supplying every deficiency

that may be found in natural religion. Both, how-

ever, have similar views and operations, and are

admirably calculated to furnish each other with

mutual services. The truths co .tained in the two

divine missions of revealed religion, combined with

those of natural religion, constitute such a com-

plete practical religion, as has never in any age

been equalled in thought or fancy by persons of

the greatest genius and information, whether for

divine worship, or for the consummation of earthly

prosperity and happiness. The Jews certainly con-

sidered their religion in the important light of a

practical system of general welfare : and why

christians have not employed theirs in a still more

eminent degree for this purpose, can be ascribed

solely to their being mere nominal or rather mean

and interested professors of it, seeking only what

advantages they could derive either from follow-

ing and observing, or neglecting and violating it's

most sacred duties and injunctions, at pleasure.

Thus religion should be understood to be the

combination of divine worship with strenuous and

activ^e employment, engaged in the performance

of great, useful, and good actions, and of every

kind of improvement ; and founded on meliorative

efforts, and a passionate attachment to the will and

intentions of God in all respects, as these can be

fairly presumed from whatever means are in our
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power to ascertain them. Thus rehgion is an in-

strument perfectly adequate to rectify public af-

fairs, accomplish the perfection of general wel-

fare, and establish the kingdom of God on Earth.

Christianit}', however, has nc\'er yet been employed

for these important purposes. When the passion

has been present, deeds have been absent : and

when the general welfare has been attended to, it

has not been advanced with a due degree of the

'devotional principle. Times like the present have

no pretensions to be deemed christian or religious,

when sufferings and privations have for so long a

period been inflicted on the subject, and multiplied

to the extreme, without any endeavours employed

to mitigate, or to remove them, by new researches

and enlightened views, and the better conduct and

manao-ement of affairs : and when in fact the

cause of improvement is deserted. For neither be-

fore God, nor before the tribunal of nations, can

their absence be supplied by religious ceremonies,

by divine worship, and the warmest efiVisions of

enthusiasm. In truth, that cannot be religion,

which is in no way conducive to the national

improvements, and the advancement of agricul-

ture; which prevents not the perpetuity of war

:

permits, nay causes, great states and kingdoms to

remain miserable : suffers public philanthropy to

decline : counteracts in no sense the progress of

malignity throughout society : and is unable to

replenish and cause government to abound with
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great and good deeds of general advantage to the

kingdom and the empire at the present period, al-

though these resources alone, by no means petty

measures, or a particular set of men, can rectify af-

fairs and save the nation. It is neither the relio-iono
of Christ, nor of the Fatlier, but of the state, of the

cabinet, of the legislature, of tlie nation, which

worships it's own pride and prejudices, weaknesses

and foUies, vices and crimes.

The improvement of religion therefore, is be-

come as necessary as that of any other public ob-

ject whatever ; and is to be adopted as it was in

the time of Luther. It appears to have been alto-

gether suspended since his time by the veneration

paid to that illustrious divine ; however pleasant

and desirable it's completion may now be rendered.

It has not been considered, that at the period when

lie arose, the world was too dark and unenlight-

ened, to understand the practicability of realizing

the perfection of nations, and establishing the king-

dom of God on Earth ; and could neither compre-

hend nor obey the Scriptures, as they enjoin their

actual institution. Therefore, as he merely recom-

mended religion to be combined with virtue, a

life conformable to what is right, and tolerance,

and to be separated from religious errour and vice

;

he in reality made her subservient only to a limited

portion of general welfare, to a part of God's king-

dom on Earth. Religion has hitherto in all pe-

riods required great improvements. In the dark
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ages immediately preceding Christianity had not

only ceased to be useful, but was become highly

injurious to mankind, having been corrupted by

ignorance and superstition ; by the fury of perse-

cution; the ambition of it's teachers, who aspired

to govern the world ; and the adoption of the most

wild and absurd institutions, as things essential to

the practice of Christianity. In the illustrious eras

of Greece and Rome, religion established on the

basis of fictitious deities was too impure to main-

tain that degree of superstitious reverence which a

false religion requires : and philosophy, exercised

with temperate sway, and supported by every

power of education and opinion, was insufficient

to supply it's defects. At the time of Constantine

" every principle, that had once maintained the

vigour and purity of Rome and Sparta, had long

been extinguished in a declining and despotic eni'

pire." For similar reasons, as Christianity was then

adopted as the established religion of the Roman

empire, should it at the present period be effectu-

ally improved, and restored to it's proper functions,

and carried to it's genuine perfection in the British

dominions, and throughout the world. Christi-

anity is now only professed by us ; is unimpres-

sive, and therefore can no longer be productive of

it's proper effects : and does not in the least pro-

tect mankind from misery and carnage. Farther,

it is the combination of practical improvement
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with this religion, that alone can propagate the

kingdom of God and national perfection among

the different nations of the Earth.

The Protestants hy the reformation have as

freely as effectually promoted the improvement of

Christianity in establishing faith and morality on

the sole basis of the Scriptures, in collecting with

indefatigable labour whatever might contribute to

elucidate them, in founding the defence of Chris-

tianity upon ifs history, and in availing themselves

of preaching, so as to render it a truly dignified

instrument of edification. In like manner very

valuable means for the farther improvement of re-

vealed religion are proposed in the third section of

the fiftii chapter of "Peace on Earth.'' At a pe-

riod when the universal kingdom of God is pro-

posed to be established, all rehgions and sectaries

should alike seek to reform, renovate, and improve

themselves: and at any rate a mutual conciliation

should take place between them. The Romanists

therefore should permit the Scriptures to be trans-

lated into their respective languages, since revealed

religion must ultimately reign over the world, and

confound every objection, that has hitherto been

urged against it. At the same time it will be

greatly our own interest to reconcile our church

with that of Rome, both on account of our foreign

concerns, and the influence which the latter still

retains in our own empire. It is even impious to

oppress the general religion of Ireland, which may
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be considered as it's established and national reli-

gion : and whatever may militate against her im-

provement, industry, and essential interests, we at

length see cannot be accepted before God; but

must be diametrically adverse to his religion, which,

however diversified, is intended to be the proper

instrument of the national perfection of all king-

doms, and of all people, even should they be mis-

taken most grossly in religion, and be at the same

time ignorant and uncivihzed. The greatest and

the final improvement of religion is the actual com-

bination of it with the proper arts of general wel-

fare, the establishment by this means of the king-

dom of God on Earth, and the consummation of

the prosperity and happmess of the world. What-

ever therefore tends to give additional force to the

conviction of the truth of revealed religion must

likewise be considered as an improvement of the

greatest importance. Such at least must be consi-

dered the new and complete view given of revealed

religion in *' Peace on Earth," which in it's divine

perfection shows the impossibility of it's being a

falsehood fabricated by those who promulgated it.

Such are those proofs, which show the perfect con

incidences of the prophecies in respect of the king-

dom of God, and of the times and means of it*s

establishment mentioned in Scripture, with the

means at this period discovered, which are adequate

to constitute and carry it into effect ; with the pre-

sent being the actual period fixed in Scripture for
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it's establishment ; and with the most urgent po-

licy of establishing on our part that kingdom in the

particular mode enjoined by Scripture ! Such that

happy vindication of the truth of the Scriptures of-

fered by the above work, which, reconciling the

purposes of creation, including those of the human

species, to our most sublime conceptions of the

excellencies of the Deity, now leaves no farther

room for cavil and doubt, than what is requisite to

exercise faith in our earthly state of trial and

probation. Thus revealed religion will be found

to correspond in the most perfect manner with the

definition above given of religion in general ; com-

prising the different subjects of general welfare,

with the means of accomplishing these, in that

kingdom of God, and state of national perfection,

which it proposes ; furnishing the most powerful

excitements for carrying them into effect, in faith,

grace, and the other adjuncts attached to it ; and

inspiring at the same time the highest gratitude,

love, and devotion possible toward the Almighty,

who in the leligion he has given us has provided

every thing necessary for the consummation of

earthly prosperity and happiness. May we there-

fore, in making here the improvements v/anted at

the present period, on one hand temper the errours

of an ardent imagination, which have been often

fatal to religion, by coolness and sobriety of sen-

timent, by proper discipline and piety, and the se-

rious and industrious practice of general welfare !
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On the otlier, may all vain abstract points of cloc-^

trine, austerity of manners and principles, idle pre-

judices, and absurdities, and malignant wishes of

partial exclusion, be sacrificed, in a universal and

common effort for realizinsj the whole views of

creation, to the true interests of devotion, as well

as of the world and of ourselves, at this awful

crisis

!

The last head proposed to be considered under

the present division is the means which different

countries ha\e of contributing reciprocally to their

mutual welfare, and maintaining peace, harmony,

and friendship together ; thus of effecting the im-

provement of one another ; of adding to the na-

tional perfection of each the services that may be

derived from the national perfection of the rest;

and of establishing the grand era of mankind in

theuni\crsal improvement of all nations ; with the

outlines of a proposal for forming a permanent

peace between Great Britain and France, which

will be their common interest ; and is farther re-

quisite to establish such a melioration in the con-

ceins of the whole world, as is intended.

The subject now proposed is too important to be

omitted, because it is essential to the great and

leading object of universal imj)rovement. Yet the

full consideration, or even a general view of it, is

inadmissible within the intended limits of this pub-

lication. It is therefore only possible to show by

an adequate specimen, that there are means com-
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patent to effect, and thus to establish, national per-

fection and the kingdom of God throughout the

World. A number of these means therefore will

be summarily mentioned, or rather a list will be

given of them ; to which will be subjoined a few ge-

neral observations : and the reader's own reflection

will be able to determine upon their sufficiency for

their intended purposes, by consulting the works*

that treat of them at largre.

Among the means of establishing national per-

fection, and maintaining due intercourse and per-

manent peace between the different countries of the

World, may be comprised : 1st, The institution of

national perfection in every country by it's own

means, as mentioned under the five preceding heads:

namely, by a perfect executive system of general

welfare ; the employment of practical improvement

as an art ; the due exertions of the proper parties

competent to exercise such art ; the advancement

of a requisite capital; and the services of religion,

as an effectual instrument of improvement, in-

dustry, and universal good, as well as a sacred

duty of devotion. 2dly, Regular agency em-

ployed, as missionaries, both to institute, and to

convey and diffuse the knowledge of national per-

fection throughout different countries in a manner

as disinterested as possible. 3dly, A combination

* The works mentioned in the fourth Appendix, and the

Political Interens of Great Britain, are referred to here.

K
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of different governments, and at least of those

of Europe, for effecting the different purposes

now proposed ; and particular!}^ for extending na-

tional perfection by their united interests, and

mutually protecting their foreign establishments

formed with this view: and the cooperation of

Great Britain and France, especially in forwarding

mundane improvement from the two centres of

Assyria and Egypt, as it would be almost certain

to secure the success ofthe project, ^thly, A general

assembly composed of one suitable and independ-

ant character sent by each government to some

proper central place, who may form a society for

the purpose of cultivating and deliberating up-

on the means of advancing the national perfection,

and the good of mankind ; who may likewise be

consulted, and whose wisdom may often render

essential service, in respect of incidental differences

and complaints, and political events that occur be-

tween different nations, and are almost always de-

cided by themselves with passion, instead of po-

licy and due attention to their real interests ; and

whose appointments and salaries may be considered

as both an incentive and a reward due to merit and

virtue, rather than a burden upon their respective

states. 5thly, The productions of different coun-

tries, as these are contrived by Providence to be

mutually pleasurable and useful to one another in

a very extraordinary manner and degree, and thus

naturally connect them by interest : and as they
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would be infinitely increased in quantity, improved

in quality, less subject to adulteration, and infi-

nitely enlarge the limits of commerce in the pro-

posed universal improvement of the world. 6th\y,

The profits acquired by commerce, as they would be
greatly extended, in exchanging these productions.

7thly, The infinite advantage to one nation of all

other nations being rich and prosperous ; an advan-

tage much more valuable to a commercial power than

frequent victories and extensive conquests : conse-

quently the importance of the universahty of na-

tional perfection, of a flourishing state of the

World, and of permanent peace. 8thly, The due

regulation of the power and strength of nations,

and the maintenance of harmony and peace be-

tween them by happy expedients and comprehen-

sive views, which embrace impartially the rights of

all mankind, including the duties of political wis-

dom, virtue and liberality, and, as is now explored,

are capable of reducing politics to a system, and

of conciliating nations through their mutual in-

terests. 9thly, The innate attachment and phi-

lanthropy of man to his species and to the advance-

ment of meliorations of all kinds, as the natural

bond of nations : and as thus preventing wars alto-

gether: or as rendering these less frequent and

milder, by the alleviation of the horrours and

animosities which they produce, by refraining from

plunder, and by due discipline : as highly favour-

able to improvement upon a scale sufficiently ex-

K 2
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tensive to embrace the interests of the World:

and as a summons, that would cause all nations to

welcome the call of national perfection. lOthly,

The due consideration of what losses and injuries

are incurred by war : the importance of national

improvement at home, as this renders countries

less dependant on foreign advantages, and in many

respects less liable to war : and th^'great views of

national perfection and domestic improvement, as

they would divert the attention of empires from

war to the proper objects of their true glory and

advantage; and in particular leave commerce to

be subservient to it's fundamental purposes of ex-

porting the surplus of produce, and importing all

tiesirable articles, and not of procuring riches to

consume in carnage and devastation. Hthly, The

happy e?:crcise of the diplomatic arts, incompe-

tence in which is attended with very serious evils.

1 2thly, The proper understanding of our political

interests, which are however so often unknown and

mistaken. ISthly, The union, and confederation

of different nations, and on the contrary their

avoiding of all intercourse, as either may be fa-

vourable to peace and improvement. 14thly, The

causing of peace and commerce to be the interest

of nations, and the conciliation of their interests

bv proper means. 15thly, The command of God

and the injunctions of religion, to propagate na-

tional perfection, and establish the kingdom of

God on Earth: the singular construction of re-
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ligion, both natural and revealed, not less than of

all the other works and intentions of God, for the

advancement of general welfare, as it embraces the

most effectual means for this purpose : and the

energy whicli the reduction of all religions to three

great species, the christian, mohammedan, and

shamanian, and finally to one, may enable us to

employ for perfecting the improvement of the

World. l6thly. The proper distribution of tracts

of country among nations, as these are capable of

improving the World : and the propriety of actual-

ly compelling different powers, especially those

hostile to the general interests of the World, to

concur in the proposed views of mundane improve-

ment, instead of continuing adverse to them.

17thly, The establishment of colonies; and the in-

dulgent treatment and assistance to be extended

to them, ISthly, Domiciliation, and migration,

with the arts of exciting individual industiy by

pubhc agency, societies, furnishing capital, &c.;

as they may severally be favourable to improve-

ment. iPthly, The investment of industry and

capital in foreign settlements and improvements,

as a speculation calculated for making great returns.

20th, Means of preserving health in foreign coun-

tries. 2 1st, Arts for carrying on friendly and ex-

tensive intercourse with the inhabitants of uncivi-

lized countries.

Thus, perhaps, it will no longer be controverted,

from the due consideration of the specimen i;ow
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given, that there are adequate means of establish-

ing national perfection and the kingdom of God

with permanent peace over the whole World. For

the means now exhibited are alone unquestionably

sufficient for these purposes, if we will but re-

spect them, as much as we are attached to the

practice of war ; and pursue them, as the sources

of true heroism and renown, with a very moderate

portion of that industry and ingenuity, which we

bestow upon military affairs. Let us be resolute

in the arts of practical improvement: and by the

means that ma}^ be provided, every thing wanted

to complete the proposals of the present work can

be readily and effectually accomplished. The means,

as operative in themselves, are sufficient both to

introduce and to constitute national perfection: but

the additional aid of religion, which is preeminent,

and paran^ount to them all, is a power calculated

to gi\^e the whole of them a force and energy, that

are able to overpower all obstacles ; and cannot be

resisted, as it carries along with it unquestionable

conviction of their divine origin, Mdiich is already

proved in this publication and elsewhere. The

whole contents of a complete system of general

welfare, evidently proceeding from God, and being

positively ordained by him, are consequently re-

ferred to religion, which has the charge of pro-

viding for whatever is so sanctioned by him. It^s

sacred inspiration thus aids each subject, article,

and effort of general Avelfare, and gives them
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powers far exceeding human. Thus religion may
claim a right to become real and universal, and

produce the greatest and most extensive effects,

comprising every act of improvement, and every

incentive to it. Yet we are not to bring rehgiou

in a direct manner to perfection by seeking to sub-

stitute the christian in the place of all others,

against the wills and inclinations of those who pro-

fess them. Our first object must be to accomplish

national perfection every where, and reconcile all

religions and sectaries to it.

Under the protection and powerful energies of

religion reconciled, as is elsewhere shown, to the

most pleasurable, as Avell as sceptical feelings of

mankind, what may not be expected to ensue?

and can universal good fail to be completed

throughout the World? Certainly the institution of

national perfection cannot fail in any state or em-

pire, where it is attempted to be introduced in the

manner proposed according to the five preceding

heads ; and by the means mentioned in the above

list : and farther, by consulting the work entitled

" Peace on Earth," p. 452—463, it may be seen

what internal aids there are in ever}^ civilized na-

tion for forwarding it's introduction. Would not

the individual every where welcome the reign of

national improvement, born as he is with a pow-

erful meliorative disposition, and in a helpless nak-

ed state in every respect, wherein all his future

acquisitions depend upon this disposition ? Will h«
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not be happy and rejoice in studying and follow-

ing a religion that is a practical and pleasurable

system of the public and individual interests of

mankind ? With a due sense of religion, and un-

der it's direction in the enlightened state, which

the wide diffusion of the knowledge of general

welfare will produce among mankind, shall we not

be enraptured and delighted with it : or shall we

in preference be transported with the narrated hor-

rours of war, because they display vast efforts of

courage and exertion, extraordinary spirit and ad-

venture, bold and daring deeds, infinite hazards

and dangers, prodigality of life, and immense de-

struction of mankind ? Shall we rather reverence

the statesman, because he triumphantly tramples

on the rights, prosperity, and happiness of indivi-

duals, and of nations? Or shall we not at last

rescue from contempt the civil and pacific, the be^

neficent and mehorative character, and consider it

as the pride and ornament of society, and the sur-

est proof of magnanimity, and of capacity to serve

mankind ? Would wars then any longer originate

in mad revenge, ungovernable ambition, and down-

right villainy and avarice ? Religion at least would

explain to man the doctrines of passionate decep-

tion ; and no longer leave him a brute, as the mi-

nister engages in war from the violence of bis own

passions, and the people are infuriated to support

his wars from the inordinate passions, which he

knows how to excite in them by his artifices. At
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least executive governments and senates would
spare time to cultivate the true political interests of
their country

; and explore the useful knowledge,
the proper expedients, the comprehensive views,
the energy and justness of tljought, which are ne-
cessary to avoid war, and render peace permanent
by establishing it on sound principles of policy.
Principles so truly desirable, because the want of
them exposes us to an endless and rapid succes-
sion of the most fatal and unnecessary wars. Thus
at last the durable foundations of peace would be
explored

: and nations being convinced of the sin-
cere adoption of the genuine principles of perpe^
tual amity, would again acquire confidence in each
other: and Great Britain and France both attempt
and be able to negotiate a permanent peace. Thus
under the awful sanction of religion would not all
Jiations, from natural philanthropy, the conviction
of mterest, and other sufficient and powerful mo-
tives, at length consider themselves as one great
whole, the prosperity and happiness of which are
the real advantage of every nation individually ?
Would not every nation raising the largest quanti-
ty of productions possible on which her industry
could be most profitably employed, wherewith to
supply the general mart of the World, and satisfy
her multiplied wants to the greatest adN-antage,
thus cany commerce to heights hitherto unknown,
open every where the sources of abundance, and
extend improvement and perfection over the
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Globe ? \youkl Great Britain tlien be jealous of

tlie general improvement of the World, or even

of the improvement and aggrandizement of France?

Would she strive to perpetuate war in cooping up

France in such narrow limits as she has attempted,

by the detention of Malta, the seizure of St. Do-

mingo, the dismemberment of France and the new

kino'doms with which she and her allies have pro-

posed to surround and contract her frontiers?

Would she not in this case trust rather to her o^vn

aajrrandizement, and the extension of her own in-

ternal and maritime resources ; to the gratitude of

her own subjects, and to subjects who might hence

be trusted, and taught the use of arms from their

early youth, that invaluable resource ! than to the

effecting of the deterioration and ruin of the

French Empire itself? On the other hand, are not

the French people themselves already wedded to

the interests of national improvement and peace,

inasmuch as these were the real objects of the re-

volution ? Is the emperor of the French ignorant,

that permanent peace, and the public and private

prosperity and happiness of his subjects, are the

true interests of his own reign, and of the Dy-

nasty of his successors? Is such a religion as

that, the principles of which have already been

detailed, to be afraid of infidels; to be afraid of a

people who have recalled revealed religion, when

it appeared in the eyes of all Europe to have been

actually extirpated and expelled from their coun^
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try, as the consummation of the revolution itself?

Thus at last we shall look back to past history

;

seek to eschew the evil and embrace the good it

unfolds
; and naturally comparing what mioht

farther have been done by means of the arts and
pnnciples of national perfection, which are now
proposed

; and seeing them as they are described
m this work, competent to their proper and grand
important object of extending national perfection
to all countries, and sufficient to have realized it

long before the present day, lose no farther time,
not an hour, to take them by the hand, and carry
them into universal effect.

It is in the next place proposed to offer the outlines
or basis of the plan, that has been announced, for
forming a permanent peace between Great Britain
and France: and this will be included under nine
positions. These, if duly attended to, will esta-
bhsh the five following conclusions ; 1st, That po-
litical means and principles, too like 'those on
which we proceed, being false, dangerous, ruinous,
adverse to the general welfare, injurious to our-
selves and all nations, prodigal of wealth, impoli-
tic, perfidious in their nature, and absurd, nuga-
tory, and inefficacious for their alleged purpos'^es,
must necessarily cause constant war, deterioration.'
misery, or destruction. 2dly, That the political
means and principles recommended by the posi-
tions, andaltogether practicable, are natural to huma-
nity, moral, expedient, highly advantageous both to
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ourselves and all nations, capable of effectually ag-

grandizing kingdoms and infinitely advancing com-

merce, permanent, and competent, adapted, and

actually intended to establish the national perfec-

tion of the World, and the reig-n of peace on Earth.

3dly, That by their means a permanent peace,

in every sense durable, may and should be formed

between France and Great Britain. 4thly, That

Scripture points out, and earnestly recommends

those political means and expedients, and the peace

proposed to be formed from them ; and with such

wonderful coincidences, as must cause a peace con-

cluded conformably to them, to make a strong and

lasting impression upon the parties concerned, un-

less they are determmed to oppose the will of God,

and the moral duties which both his Word and Na-

ture have alike strongly sanctioned. Sthly, That

the issue of the winter war of 1805 has finally im-

posed upon us the necessity of forming such a

peace according to such means and principles, un-

less we are wholly blind to our political interests.

The whole is extracted from Dr. Edwards' propo-

sals on the subject ; and as he apologizes for the

freedom, with which on different occasions he vm-

dicates the political conduct of the French against

that of the British Government, and highly

blames the latter, with the view of reconciling

the two nations for ever, on account of this being

absolutely necessary to the success of the great

cause of his God, which he maintains, and of es-
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tablisliing national perfection and the kingdom ofGod on Earth
; so for similar reasons, I "may be

conscientiously presumptuous, and find mVself
obliged, on tlie present occasion, to condemn in
tlie severest manner tlie conduct of tliose, who
have had the management of the affairs of my
country. For I am in the situation of an honest
man, who wishes to effect a perfect reconciliation
between Iiis friend and adversary : and, like him
must tell my country freely in what she is culpably
wrong, and in what her antagonist is just and
right. Even her applause, should I ever have the
honour of obtaining it from her senate itself, can
be estnnable only, as the rectitude of her proceed-
ings m respect of the cause which I support may
stamp genume value upon it.

The positions I am here to state, the truth of
wh,ch Un Edwards has fully proved in proposing
h.s plan tor effecting a permanent peace between
the two countries, and to which as a subject, that
cannot here be discussed at large, I refer the reader
oneveo-dub.ouspoint; are, 1st, That all nations arc
the natural fnends, and none the natural enemie.
ot one another*; that a sufficient number of i„'

• I( cannot be fairly presumed, that thoy are natural .„.

r.ods of our rel.g.on, iu ,h<„, „f jj„^^^ /
P=

cup ed. For ,. by no means follows ,l,ence, that .Mr. Pa, andnnn^ters l.ke hin,, are justified by the policy they may lo^to adopt, m rendering war perpetual.
>
choo*;
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stances, if it be necessary to allege any, are re-

corded in history in proof of France being capa-

ble of entertaining the most hberal and pacific

sentiments toward Great Britain : that she has

hitherto in every period of the revolution been af-

fectionately incHned to enter into a permanent peace

with Great Britain, propitious to all our real in-

terests : and that it has been we ourselves, who

have prevented such a peace taking place, from a

mistaken policy.

<2(l]y, That the prosperity and happiness of

fvery country in the World are the foundations of

the prosperity and happiness of rich and powerful

countries, that carry on an extensive commerce;

and that France has been too well enlightened dur-

ing the revolution not to know the fact, and has

conducted herself toward every country, including

Great Britain, conformably to this principle, as far

as a cogent necessity, and temporary urgency, aris-

ins: from external and incidental circumstances un-

avoidable on her part, have not obliged her to act

otherwise.

3(lly, That no peace can be permanent between

two iiTcat nations circumstanced like Great Britain

and France, unless by securing and providing for

their separate interests : that there are in the World,

as is pointed out elsewhere, sufficient means * for

* As a partial illustration, it may be observed here, that

those means, Malta being retained, maybe considered sufficient,

vhich were settled by the peace of Amiens, and may farther
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gratifying both in these respects: that thev may
be conceded to France with perfect security, how-
ever they may contribute to her aggrandizement,
smce our immense resources of weakh and real po-
pulation, and particularly our maritime resources,
will inunitely more than counterbalance such an
increase of power; and since it is our wisest policy
and immediate interest, to bring them forth to
then- greatest possible extent, independently of the
consideration of being thus able to avoid or sup-
port a future war: and that no apprehensions to
the contrary, whatever sway they may have had
upon our councils, can in pohcy justify our conti-
mimg war on that account.

4thly, That we have for a long time past fol-
lowed a political system fatal and adverse to our
foreign mterests, as well as to those of the World
at large; and this in particular, as we have been
mfatuated with an ill-founded, futile, ostentatious,

be completed by the introdaction of national perfection, and
universal improvement, including the rccivilization of what
may be called the great ancient World ; by the services, which
these can afford, being principally distributed between two na-
«ons, that alone can injure and benefit each oth-r in aa
essential degree; and by these advantages, and other impor-
tant inducements derived from commerce, as carried on be.
tween themselves, being made the basis of rendering the two
nations infinitely serviceable, and of preventing thenUVom be-
ing infinitely injurious and destructive to each other, and there
fore of causing them to be irresistibly interested in the main.
teuRnce of permanent peace.
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and arrogant system, which has aspired by mari-

time domination, continental war, and pecuniary

influence, to govern the World, to engross a mo-

nopoly of it's industry and commerce, which, if it

could be obtained, would prove ruinous to our

own manufacturers and merchants, by ruining our

customers, and to sacrifice the wealth so gained

only to the support and extension of war and such

influence and predomination : and that it is in all

respects the reverse of that political system, which

weshould pursue with foreign powers, and is founded

on actual neglect of cultivating politics as a science,

and of being acquainted with the various princi-

ples, expedients, and comprehensive views, which

they embrace, so as to be able to follow a judi-

cious and enlightened policy competent at all times

to our true interests.

5thly, That France was not the aggressor in the

infraction of the treaty of Amiens, that such in-

fraction was not justified on our part by the politi-

cal motives which induced it : and that the iuferiour

and subsidiary causes assigned for it arc of such

insufficiency and invalidity, as to supersede the

necessity of enumerating them ; and that in par-

ticular it could answer no purpose, except to in-

flame the minds of our own people, to abuse with

every possible device, and to the grossest extent,

the French Emperor as a usurper, and the worst

of men, this being a question that belonged en-

tirely to the French themselves, and on which
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mine.

6:h\y ; Tiiat the balance of power, as it was

fixed on the continent before the u iiit^r war of

JSOJ, by different treaties btt-'Veen tiie Frencli em-

pire on the one hand, and the diiTercnt powers of

Germany and Russia on the other, beinix conducted

Mith common address and good management, and

a plain and simple policy, was adequate to sr.pj)ort

th.e national independance and true intciehts of

the latter parties, or of EurOj e at large: that

France was not then in a situation to (hsj)ensc with

the different external barriers, M'hich she retained

at the time of concluding tliose treaties, and can

render then: independant, or hjs^ (lfj.en.]a:U on licr,

only in consequence of the otJLr c,rrat p:>\vers

adopting a sincere and friendly p)li(:y in. re:qject of

lier interests: and tlkit the late i-i:ti.^li n.inistry

were convinced of the truth of the former of t!!ese

facts, since it m.ust have conside.ed tiie confe-

deration of the great continental powers to have

bv'cn actually superiour to the ^irenj^th of France,

otherwise it would not iiave atttmpucd to over-

power her by it's means, and tlnis hazarded the

independence of Europe.

7thly ; That all plans of policy, and t]:e employ-

ment of force of every kind, dirc'cted to l:.inible

France, t ) prevent lier from h/cinir a o;reat emi'-ire,

and cause her to be an infcrio! p;)\vei- and unequal

competitor to Great Fritain ; in fact (jiicc;ed t(4

L
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oppose the course of tlie torrent, M'liicli has in-

creased with her prosperity, instead of uniting our

kin(hcd stream, and flowing together with hers

in peace and liarmony to the grand and infi-

nite ocean of universal good ; have hitherto al-

ways failed, and it is now certain from the present

state of France, as well as past experience, will

always fail," however great and extraordinary our

efforts may be to give them their intended effects :

that they have always and will always be attended

with such expense and suffering on our part, as

are far greater than any possible advantages we

can attain from them : and that there is every

reason to conclude, in truth absolute certainty,

that they will finally, and after no long period,

produce either extreme miseiy, and deterioration, or

the destruction of the empire. Our present des-

perate measures and incessant opposition to her

views beiug continued will at length obhge her,

enabled as she is by her great physical strength,

to form a supcriour naval force to that of this

country, or at least a navy which may so far out-

number* ours, as to enable her to land armies

* Her navy is sure in the end to oufnumber ours in a very

dangerous manner, even if we destroy three or four fleets more

in the present war. Let us also in time consider what advance-

ment the naval energies of her subjects, the courage of whom

at sea is sufficiently desperate, may receive in the economical

habits and improvements of the country ; in new means that

*may be deviacd to increase them ; in the fertile conceptions of
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either in Great Britain, or in Ireland, which we

cannot oppose. This however is an effort, that is

unnatural to her, and which she will never at-

tempt, if we will permit Iier the enjoyment of her

rights, and the means of prosperity she may justly

claini ; and if we do not seek to wrong and oppress

her by a maritime ascendancy, which we may al-

ways retain, provided we exercise it as seldom as

possible, and always according to a wise system of

policy.

8thly ; That in consequence of our attempting

to humble and overpower France in the manner

described in the two preceding articles, and of the

unfavourable termination of the winter war of

1 805 to Austria and Russia, as well as of the preced-

ing policy of France, the tide of the national ag-

grandizement and civilization of the World, in it's

present effects and future consequences, flows and

will flow irresistibly to the eastern part of the

World, comprehending all the ancient civilized

regions ; and is thei efore become a concern of the

greatest moment to the interests of Britain: that

on this account, as well as from other motives fully

stated and considered in Dr. Edwards' works, it be-

comes essentially necessary, that Great Britain should

take her share and place as early as possible in the

midst of the great improvements that will ensue

an ingenious and heroic nation : in the incessant elTorts and

grand vi.ws of the tmperor ; and the accession of new states of

unquestionable mariiime prowess.

L 2
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in that important tract of the World, by agreeing

to establisli the kingdom of Assyria in Asia Minor
;

and of course by entering into the most friendly

and perfect system of peace with France, and

consenting to cede Gibraltar to Spain, should this

be necessary, in order to retain INlalta, and by

permitting Egypt to be colonized by France, in order

to be able to form an everlasting peace ; and that

the estabUshment of different new dynasties on the

continent, and even of new kingdoms at Constan-

tinople, in Greece, &c., and the aggrandizement

of Austria and other powers, which may weaken

Russia, a power that will otherwise in the end be-

come dangerous to Europe as well as to our Indian

dominions, ought not to alarm us ; may be highly

serviceable, as favourable to the permanence of

peace, and the establishment of national perfec-

tion ; and that we may derive from them all ad-

vantages, which it may be reasonable and desir-

able to expect, in consequence of our proposed

friendship with France. Any other policy we may

embrace, her extensive influence or command over

the continent, and the various accommodations she

can procure to the different powers, will render

as fatal to our Asiatic empire and interests in gene-

ral, as that now recommended will be permanently

advantageous to us, and natural between France

and us. P'or the cooperation of both is necessary

to the consumniation of each other's prosperity

and happiness ; and is essential to allow France to
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enjoy the freedom and commerce of the seas, with-

out experiencing the scourge of Great Britain,

v/hichshe mustalways dread and avoid, until she has

either actually destroyed it, or can depend upon

the wisdom of our policy and our friendship, upon

our knowing our own interests, and having so

much regard to justice and benevolence, as always

to pursue them; in fine, upon our never striving

to be infuriated, infatuated, and impolitic.

ythly, and lastly; That the establishment of the

above kingdom of Assyria in favour of Great Bri-

tain is positively enjoined by the divine Word ; is

by this ordered to be effected at the present period

;

is absolutely intended by Heaven to take place,

and to cooperate with the formation of that per-

fect system of peace between us and France which

is now proposed, and for numerous political rea-

sons, that are of the highest importance, and

that cannot by any means be overturned, ought,

whatever efforts and expense may be necessary, to

be forthwith accomplished ; as is fully shown in

the works mentioned in the Appendix, and particu-

larly that entitled " Peace on Earth."

Thus from motives both political and divine;

from induction founded on the most comprehcn-

sive basis ; from every motive herein comprised

being founded on certainty and self evidence, or

beinsr absolute facts and suliicientlv obvious : from

the chances on one hand of a peace, founded on

those positions, as likely to be injurious and of

short continuance, being highly improbable, im-
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possible, unless through impolicy, ignorance, and

villainy combined, and at any rate incapable of

making us worse than we otherwise should be; and

from the chances on the other, of such a peace

not adopted unavoidably proving either our abso-

lute ruin, or extreme deterioration and misery

:

from all other views and measures that can be pro-

posed being absurd and vain, and no other alter-

native left ; it incontrovertibly follows*, that such

a perfect treaty of peace is to be formed as is above

recommended, with complete good will and friend-

ship, and the most intimate union possible. It

may be so formed as to exclude suspicion itself,

otherwise indeed the peace proposed is impractica-

ble. It must not only be effective, but sincere,

liberal, and undistracted with doubts and fears.

We then must no longer, in lord Henry Petty *s

words used in a late speech, and we shall have no

occasion to do so, call France •" that power, which

it is the interest of Great Britain above all things

to oppose:" or imagine, as Mr. Fox did at "the

same time, that '' Austria is that second military

power of the continent, to which we have looked,

and to which we have yet to look for the support

of this country, and of Europe in general." We
ought the more earnestly to accommodate our-

selves to this proposal, as we now either openly or

* The above positions prove tlie five conclusions premised :

and for what farther arguments can be adduced in this tract,

see end of Introduction.
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tacitly acknowledge, that we have treated Fiance

with the most oppressive, cruel, and worst of

usage. For the nation at last acknowledges, that

Mr. Pitt's pohtical system is in all respects to be

condemned : and wdiatever it was, all it's fury and

malignity, misery and destruction, were levelled

against France, though they actually rebounded

upon his country. The above proposals for a per-

manent peace are in truth the views of Providence,

such as Dr. Edwards has traced them through a

series of surprising length, and wonderful intri-

cacy : and it is necessary to continue his researches

to the present day in respect of the perfect and
friendly union he intends to produce between the

two nations, by observing ; that the naval victory

of Trafalgar, succeeded by tw o other inferiour yet

still more complete, shows Great Britain may be

capable of overpowering and distressing France at

all times, even in the most vital parts, as well as

the original folly of the present war, and the secu-

rity and permanence of a future peace; that the

battle of Austerlitz shows France can remove her-

self, or effectually remove with the aid of Great
Britain, every obstacle which may oppose the ad-

vancement of national pcifection throughout the

continents of Europe and Asia; and that the two
empires are destined to be cordially united for the

purpose of establishing the kingdom of God on
Earth, and national perfection, over the whole

World. Even the death of Mr. Pitt may be con-

sidered as providential, in order to favour the in-
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tr.o^fuction and the progiess of nat'ona^ perfection.

'J he political system, which be so long pursued,

has rciiclered the services of the latter indispens-

able. It was always ridiculous by the effects

which it never ceased to produce; but could not

be actually exposed to contempt, until it destroyed

itsrlf in the total miscarriage of the winter war.

His argumentative po\\-ers, and the brilliancy ac-

companying them, which was not superfluous only

because it was necessary for their support, were

however still able to maintain it's ascendancy, and

cement it's fragments. So well suited were they

to the taste of a people resrardins* a 2:audy fisrura-

tive lainguage, instead of the solid substance of

general v/elfarc ; and so strongly had they imbued

their minds v.ith false doctrines, that the nation

coultl be enlightened only by his death, or by an

an^-el speciallv commissioned from Heaven to in-

troduce the code of nat'onal perfection.

It remains in concluding the consideration of the

last article of the present division of the subject to

reniark, that the summary view above given of it

has bv necessi^'y, owing to it's length, been ar-

raiiged under ditTerent heads, and in a methodical

maimer. Such an arrangement however fully con-

firms a precedir.g assertion, that each of the twelve

subjects of general welfare, and even politics, are

n gular sciences. When this is the case, it is not

surprising, that a novel and perfect plan of peace

is now offered for the lasting harmony and conci-

liation of two nations, which by interest and by
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nature are real friends, and, solely by the most

weak, absurd, and false policy, irreconcilable ene-

mies ; and that there are found systematic means

of establishing the earthly kingdom of God over

the whole globe. Thus national perfection is able

to proceed on her course strong and vigorous, like

the Sun himself: will at last establish perpetual

prosperity and happiness on Earth; and encircle

the whole World with her genial embraces and pro-

pitious powers.

You, who are my countrymen ; and ye differ-

ent nations on the face of the globe ! You, my
king, and all ye sovereigns of the World ! Ye
legislatures of the British empire and of all other

countries ! Ye different orders, ranks, and pro-

fessions of societ}', including the most sacred

!

In paiticular, ye heads of the different local divi-

sions of the United Kingdom, whatever ye are

styled ! And lastly, ye great and distinguished

characters of every class ! permit me, under the

LAST Division of the present Work, to ad-

dress you both generally and particularly concern-

ing the important oihces and duties, which it is

incumbent on you to discharge at this awful pe-

riod, for tlie purpose of rectifying public affairs,

of completing the national and individual prospe-

rity and happiness of your own country and all

other countries whatever, and of fulfilling the di-

vine views of the creation, by means of the es-

tablishment of national perfection, and the king-
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<k)in of God on Eaitli, as these are actually one

and the same object and design. Permit me then

to say to you, referring you for the detail of my
reasons to the preceding pages, that it is incum-

bent upon you, no longer to be guided by the

system or pretended system of pubhc measures

so long pursued, but to introduce and carry into

effect that perfect and practical system of general

welfare, which is the proper instrument of accom-

plishing those important views, as has already been

explained to you at sufficient length. A system

of measures, not of men, which comprises the great-

est national and individual services and improve-

ments in such a manner as to constitute what

may be jnoperiy called national perfection. The

system intentlcd by Providence for serving man
in this World, but which he is to discover and

complete, in order to effect his own prosperity and

happiness ! A system grounded on self-evidence,

and warranted to be right by nature, divine reve-

lation, and experience ! A system comprehensive

as imagination can conceive, and as solid and

fundamental as truth itself, the execution of

which refjuircs only the common sense and ener-

getic efforts of mankind !

You must therefore extend your attention to

all persons, who can form grand and beneficent

plans of general welfare and national aggrandize-

ment, as the constituent parts of such a system.

You must support their proposals with real virtue
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and magnanimity : and, in order to vindicate them,

you must be truly sensible to all the various ex-

cesses and modifications of political crime and im-

becility, as well as to the efficacy of truth and jus-

tice, of the efforts of genius, and of goodness and

humanity in advancing the actual prosperit}" and

happiness of mankind ! Likewise they who are en-

trusted with the management of your affairs must

in future have grand views, and great minds, and

true greatness of character, as well as yourselves

:

and neither must be startled at the name of im-

provement and innovation. For you ought to re-

collect what your God himself tells you, " in in-

troducing My kingdom on Earth, I make all things

new;" and that there can be no possible objection

against whatever is necessary to effect this the

greatest of all human objects ! You must there-

fore bestow labour and cultivation by the medium
of proper agents upon the compilation and com-

pletion of the intended system! You must protect

it's operations and proposals ! You must be una-

nimous in carrying them into effect: and support

vour own cause, and th t of vour sovereio-n, and

of your God, by real performances, and ade-

quate efforts of national improvement, depres^ed

neither by fear, awe, disappointment, nor indiffer-

ence !

It ought more particularly to be observed, that

the above is a real and executive system adequate

to it*s professions, wliich human abilities and the
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resources of tlie kingdom are sufficient to support,

and readily carry into eftect. It is no visionary

and pretended system of general welfare : no com-

bination of romantic notions ; or of plausible argu-

ments, and incidental measures, such as eloquence,

the urgency of the moment, vain glory, and lu-

crative view s of gain and monopoly, may suggest

:

but a happy aggregate of the most powe.ful ener-

gies, uplield by regular and finished plans of im-

provement, directed to the universal, national, anrl

individual good of all mankind, the advantages of

which, as thus comprehensive, and embracing

every possible interest of man, become infinitely

increased, and at the same time are rendered dur-

able for ever. Thus it is the reverse of what has

hitherto been pursued for the welfare and glory of

nations : it is the system of their real welfare and

glory. For we have liitherto on all occasions look-

ed up to ministers instead of measures, and have

permitted their interests, humours, and thirst for

renown, to predominate over the general welfare

of individuals, nations, and the W^orld at large.

The liistory of all ages, but tliat of the present

reign in particular, demonstrates this fact in the

most glaring colours. The eight eventful periods,

into which it may be divided*, exhibit a long suc-

cession of n inistcrs of every possible description,

varied and changed to no puipose, because tliey

* See " Fcace on Earth," p. 373—422.
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conducted public affairs, not by a real system of

general welfare, but by mere conjectures, the im-

pulse of tlieir own wills and passions, precedents,

and the routine of office. If it may indeed be

said, ministers act by a system, it is, as th.e

event always sliows^ sanguine and cruel, weak and

desperate, fanciful and theoretical ; not a prac-

tical system, such as the Almighty has intended

and provided for the public and private prosperity

and happiness of all nations, and for supporting

tlie independance and greatness of our own empire

at this awful period. Tliey ]m\'e alvv'a}s disdained

to employ the de\ices and arts of practical im-

provement, and the inventions, discoveries, and

original conceptions, on which the Almighty has

thought proper to render that system dependant.

They have even suppressed the exercise of these

talents in the legislature, and wholly rely on tlie

labours of pri\'ate individuals, as the time may ren-

der it unavoidable to have recourse to new n.-ans

and measures. Nay, as if political improvement

and deviation from practices most repugnant to

humanity were actual crimes, they have boasted,

that they follov/ed the sanguinary steps of their

predecessors, and pursued the same uhfortunate

paths as tiiey pursued. For tlie prc-ei't war lias

been intended to be, and is or v/as actual'-^ a re-

petition of the last. But, on the most nrumi.-ina:

calrulatioirs of it's prob:i!)h' succes.% it was infi-

nitely less likely to effecL it's purpose; because
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the French were able to defend their empire, by

the acquisitions which they had made in the pre-

ceding war.

Thus the dearest interests of mankind have been

sacrificed to mere names; to men called great*,

* The truth of the inapplicability of the epithet great is

obTJous, when we sift the merits of ministers and others, v ho

haye risen to the highest pinnacle of fame, by common means

repugnant to the sytem proposed. The late Mr. Pitt, as he has

pretensions to be styled great, may be considered as a politician,

a financier, a benefactor to society, an orator, and a lawyer.

He cannot be mentioned as a politician however without ex-

citing disgust : for the continental powers possessed a strong

barrier against France, of which he deprived them by employ-

ing it a second time to dismember the French empire ; and if

he had succeeded in this attempt, he would beyond a doubt

have subjected at least Europe, Asia, and Africa, to the sove-

reign will and disposal of another ambitious and less civilized

nation th in that from which he aflTected to deliver them. The

projects he adopted as a financier, Avhich entitle him to honour,

were principally the plans for the redemption of the public debt,

and for raising the supplies within the year and the income tax:

these however he borrowed from others without making any

acknowledgment to their authors. Any other honours that

may farther be claimed on his behalf in respect of financial abi-

lity perhaps should wholly be ascribed to tiie number of plans

and hints for new taxes, which private individuals profusely

pour into the treasury from every quarter of the kingdom ; to

the great room there was and is for improvement in respect of

taxation, insomuch that the attempt to make improvements here

cannot fail to meet with considerable success ; to taxes being

considered as wonderful exertions by the weakness of our un-

derstandings in civil and economical atlairs, tlioagh they are iu
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not from real merit, but from the appendages of

greatness. For them, and not for our own good,

and the great cause of the divine creation, we have

sweated and toiled, murdered and oppressed one

another ; endured the hardest laws and the most

oppressing administration of them ; born the

heaviest taxes, and submitted to infinite privations.

To them even our legislators have abandoned the

general mere impositions of burdens, with regulations which

the law has long suggested, and tiie malignity of some indivi-

dual or other is always acute enough to supply ; and to the

number of inferiour officers concerned in the finances, whose

familiarity with these must be competent to furnish great assist-

ance to any minister. No claim can be made on his behalf, as

a benefactor to society : and he certainly was an inveterate

enemy, whom no endeavours could render less unpropitious, to

the perfect system of general welfare now proposed. He was

educated as an orator and lawyer, it is well known, from his

infancy. Yet in the former capacity, his name will never be

mentioned with those of Demosthenes and Cicero, and only as

he gratified the false taste and perverted understanding of his

country with long, argumentative, and figurative speeches. As

a lawyer, his name was never heard of; at the bar he never

distinguished himself: and extraordinary praise cannot justly

be assigned to him or any person, who, possessed of strong

natural parts, rises in the line of his profession to the excell- n-

cies, which are usually attained in it. But why should we
thus employ ourselves in examining the reality of any person's

claim to greatness of parts, v,-hen the -anatomy of the mind

shows, that in men of good natural abilities, genius is the ac-

quisition of virtue and industry, or of chance and fortune, as

these supply what industry and virtue have not the merit of

achieving ?
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care of the true system of the general welfare of

our country ; contenting themselves, as they have

thought proper to suggest, to enact rigid statutes,

support mistaken views of policy, and accommo-

date public measures to incidental emergencies

;

in the place of that system, which is able to su-

persede, and render them wholly, or for the most

part superfluous, and to abridge national business

by placing it on it's proper footing, greatly differ-

ent from that which at present requires endless re-

gulations, and yet is always incomplete. ]\Icn

certainly should not be accounted great, because

they are orators, and understand so far j)ublic

concerns, as to be able to exercise the powers of

language upon them ; and because they have ca-

pacity sufficient to interest and decide upon the

laws, by which all ranks and stations, even the

lowest, are governed; and winch therefore even

these ought to be able to understand. Stiokcs of

eloquence, elaborate and splendid literary compo-

sitions, wit and humour, tlie lustre of fortune, tlie

arrogance of family, the extericur of religion, and

delight in war, should no longer give that f.lse

decoration to society, and that superficial and tem-

porary renown to nations, which ill supply tlie

place of useful in\'entions and improvements, and

of those true virtues and abilitits, wliich foim tlie

real statesman In like manner we should seek

the substance of liberty in tlie perfection of general

M eliare, and the interests of huuiariity ; and cease
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to ball the names of whigs or tories ; to surrender
our juclgnients to nev/spapers and polemical pam-
plilets; to look up with equal faith and zeal to the
contention of parliamentary debates; and to render
public honours to the memories of ministers who
have loaded their country ^\ ith calamities, and to
be satisfied with their mere resignation, remittino-

the punishments they should suffer, and atone-
ments they ought to make, for their misconduct
From what has already been stated, we ought

to be convinced of our ignorance, and incompe-
tence, in respect of general welfare : and make a
just and proper acknowledgment, that we believe
we are still in a state, which is the reverse of na-
tional perfection, and, what is the same thing, and
what we cannot dispute, of the kingdom of God
on Earth; that we are not yet past our age of
political intkncy, but have the obstinacy and self-

will of an indidged child, ad\erse not only to im-
provement, but to the amendment of the least of
it's faults. At the same time we must be sensi-
ble, that our errours, vices, and degeneracies, are
those of the most mature period of life, which has
become hardened in depravity and excess. Far-
ther, we should acknowledge, that, as we have ap-
proached to the jaus of extreme misery, or actual
ruin, hy trusting to the measures ofpast ministries,
and by not having qualified ourselves to determine
judiciously upon their merits: so we are noTv^ en-
tering upon a fre^h ministry, v/hereln we wholly

ji:
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rely on men, being as little as ever qualified to

judge their measures, and to know whether these

will rescue us from destruction and wretchedness^

or plunge us only more certainly and deeper hito

them. Thus we may still proceed to aggravate

a system of horrour, j)rogressive without bounds,

and productive of that calamity, vice, folly, ruin,

and disgrace, which must in the end overthrow our

empire, as they have hitherto overthrown all the

other empires of the World.

It is therefore a perfect and practical system of

general welfare alone, that can save and serve

Great Britain and it's empire at the present mo-

ment : and to which we must trust, and not to

party and ministers. Fortunately that system is

at this time fully ascertained, and rendered ade-

quate in all respects both to the redress of our pre-

sent urgent situation and the completion of our

public and private interests: and it is no more ne-

cessary to inquire into it's merits and efficacy, than

to reimbark in a voyage round tlie globe, to ascer-

tain the rotundity of it's figure. It remains for us

to adopt and patronize it in earnest, trusting only

to truth and our own senses. INIinisters may not

think proper, whatever it's deserts and services may

be, to introduce the system of their own accord.

However respectable they may have been in pri-

vate life or in opposition, yet like oaks, bemg

transplanted into the sandy soil of a false system

of government, they become weak themselves, are
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shaken with everv wind, and are liable to be wholly

corrupted by the contagion of the measures and

principles which their predecessors have left behind

them. Therefore it is merit alone, and not minis-

ters, which we must worship ; that merit v, hich is

capable of giving a perfect system of general

M'elfare.

May it please your ^Majesty ! that I humbly pre-

sent myself before you, as standing in a trust of

the highest importance, and in a station of su-

preme honour, which render it m}' mdispensable

duty to my God and country, to the World at

large, and to your majesty yourself, to endeavour

by this address to procure }our gracious support

and effectual aid for carrying into effect the divine

and perfect system of general M-elfare, explained

in tlie present publication. There is less reason,

may it please you majesty ! to impute to me pre-

sumption on this occasion, because it is that sys-

tem, which Will accomplish those beneficent in-

tentions, by. which your majesty declared from the

throne, on first ascending it, that you would model
your future government. They were, that you
would conduct the affairs of the empire by a re-

gular economy favourable to peace and improve-

ment, and for this purpose unite all parties, and
try all characters, in order to produce the greatest

quantity and diversity of good possible, to your
subjects and the World at large. These undoubt-
edly were very different maxims of government

M 2
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from those, which your predecessors had followed;

whose ministers had probably persuaded them, that

to reign was to carry on a routine of war, of taxes,

of restiictive laws, and of various kinds of engage-

ments, compacts, and treaties, in wliich finesse,

deception, and exclusive interests, are unavoidably

necessary. Howevci', that system was reserved

by the Almighty to be formed and brought to per-

fection at tlie latter period of your reign. For in

the mean time the crimes and follies of statesmen

were destined by him to be remlered conspicuous

to the World, and to be proved Mholly repugnant

to your majesty's gracious intentions. Permit me
therefore to refer your majesty for confirmation of

the truth of this last assertion, to the preceding-

pages, and to the work entitled " Peace on Earth."

For it is those ministers who have instrumenta^ly

rendered your reign hitherto an awful scene of

earthly probation; yet such as FIcaven imposes

upon it's favourites without rendering them injus-

tice, because for the trials they undeigo during

the short period of tliis life, they are sure to be

rewarded in another with immortal beatitude. It

is those ministers, who have brought your empire

into such a state, whether of calamity and dis-

tress, or of actual danger, as can be relieved and

rectified alone by the greatest of measures, and the

most spirited and extensive of national under-

takings ; in fact, neither by ordinary exertions,

nor by the aid of precedents, nor by the routine
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of office, nor by that weak and dreadful resource

of little and ignorant minds, which is called war,

but alone by the divine and perfect system of

general welfare recommended to }'our majesty's

gracious acceptance; which, in being adopted by

your majesty for these important purposes, is des-

tined at the same time to complete the public and

private interests of your own subjects, and of all

mankind, and to effect the original intentions of

your majesty in such a marked and eminent

manner, as shows Heaven has determined to shed

ifs most glorious effulgence over the present period

and your reign. The Almighty, as }'our reward

on Earth, has at the same time given nou the

opportunity of accomplishing a work the most

congenial to your majesty's well known magnani'

mity, to royal sentiments, and your most exquisite

feelings of humanity and love for your subjects.

He has ordained, that your majesty should not

be employed in the petty repairs of national af-

fairs, and in trilling additions made to the general

As^elfaie, which, at a time like the present, would
be as ruinous, as unworthy of your majesty's at-

tention ; but in then- total redress, in their hap-

piest adjustment, in the most extensive and com-
plete construction of them; and that all sovercio-ns

should at length, according to the true intentions

of the oaths by which they reign, be able to cout

summate the pubhc and private interests of thq
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different nations of the ^yorkl, and to establish the

kingdom of God on Earth.

The true nature and real principle of religion,

that have remained so long unknown, are there-

fore laid open at the present period ; and shown

essentially to comprise that grand meliorative

power, which is competent to enable j-oui majesty

to advance all the great resources of national

wealrh, security, population, strength, and aggran-

dizement, now become indispensable, and will make

man worthy in all respects of his Creators esteem

and approbation, and of your majesty's. It is even

religion, which will expose the present beggarly

poverty of the state, and give the crawn real in-

fluence, for which it will not be indebted to cor-

ruption. It will procure that royal wealth and

accession of power, in the improvement of the

empire and the love of your grateful subjects,

which have hitherto been thought impracticable

;

and, as is proposed to be shown hereafter, for what

can give greater sectnity to good government than

true religion and national perfection? will prove

neither injurious to your prerogatives, nor to the li-

berty of the subject. At the same time, by a perfect

and practical system of general M^elfare, it will en-

able kings to be their own ministers ; and rescue

them from being the mere subjects and instruments

of the operations of statesmen. Religion will thus

pnable your majesty to make your reign the future
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delight and wonder of all ages; and to advance to

perfection the individual interests of your subjects,

and thus effectually relieve them, oppressed as

they are by infinite burdens and privations. There-

fore, the Almighty has afforded you the sing-ular

and glorious opportunity, but has imposed it as an

awful duty on your majesty, that you shall have

the power to say, " His divine system of general

Avelfare shall be carried into effect throughout the

whole World f and it will be carried into effect

throughout the whole World.

^lay it please your majesty ! I beg leave to

observe in concluding this address, not only that

the necessity of making it has been forced upon

me by the most sacred duties; but that I am,

whatever I may advance, the mere .representative

of a man, whom I humbly beg leave to name to

your majesty on the occasion ; of Dr. Edwards,

who must at some period l)e considered as a va-

luable benefactor to mankind. I therefore apo-

logize for tne imperfection of the system, so far

as it depends on him, by adding ; tliat it woul^

have been less unworthy of your inspection, had

some attention been shown to it by your majesty's

ministers, who have treated with contempt the

supposition of it's practicability. Yet it may ap-

pear to your majesty in it's practical effects and

result, to carry that real dignity and grandeur,

which literary composition is in tact unable to give
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it : and the perusal of it, such as it is, will show,

that it is derived from nature and Proxidence, as

well as that it's truth is unquestionable, on ac-

count of it's clear well marked views, powerful

energies, surprising facihties, and great simplicity.

I trust, therefore, that posterity will have no reason

to regret, that your majesty was unacquainted with

the goodness and purit}^, as well as tiie compre-

hensive range of his proposals for universal good

and the true glory of his sovereign and his people.

If he however appear to be too fee in his stric-

tures on public men and their measures, your n^'a-

jesty may graciously condescend to suppose, that

it might appear to him a duty incuml:ent on his

part, to leave on record a knowlecige of their crimes

and follies, which the Ahnlght} liimseif for wise

purposes had caused to be singularly eminent ; and

thus to endeavour to lay a foundation on which

posterity might firmly stand, and adhere with suffi-

cient advantage to the divine and perfect system,

which he proposes for constituting univ'^ersal good,

I therefore most submissively entreat your majesty,

to extend your majesty's gracious protection to

him, as- freedom of thought and truth were and

are become unavoidable on his part, in order to

expose the causes, which have reduced the nation

to extreme misery and actual danger ; and to es-

tablish the kingdom of God on Earth against the

perversities and vices of governments, as these mh
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litate against national perfection and the promise he

has made us, that he would at some period begin

to reign, and reign for ever on Earth.

At any rate, as Dr. Edwards observes, he is not

deficient in respect of showmg true dehcacy and

modest deference to your majesty. For be informs

us, that he had the honour oflayinq; before your

majesty at Cbeitenham, in 1788, his work entitled

" The Aggranflizement of Great Britain," in which

was contained tlie original income tax : and that

he has always since regretted, he should not have

faither urged you on the subject of the practicable

services contained in this publication, deterred by

the fear of it's being forgotten in consequence of

your majesty's illness; and thus have given you

an earlier opportunity of patronizing the present

system, and of terminating the fatal career of de-

structive warfare, Me may however reconcile him-

self to so great a misfoitunc, by the reflection, that

he has nov/ completed the grand outlines and all

the arduous parts of the system, when I finally

sohcit in the name of my Goil anrl my country,

thatj^our majesty's patronage, adoption, and power-

ful aid may be extended to it, for carrying into

effect the grand system of your God and of the

World, of" your crown and of the people, Avhose

public and private prosperity and happiness are

both committed to your charge.

Ye distinguished and eminent characters, who

compose the new administration ! Ye ministers
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fef the executive government of my country, wliosr

accession to yonr present high stations has given

general satisfaction * to the nation ! As you are

duly sensihle of the present dangerous and cala-

mitous state of public affairs, you must know the

necessity of rectifying them; of eiiabling the em-

pire by improvement and peace, not by war, to

keep pace with the rising greatness of France;

advancing the interests both of public and private

prosperity and happiness ; and of fmaily establishr

ing by the different meliorative powers the na-

tional perfection of your country. For you know

well, and it has been true policy on your ])arts to

state; that the nation is in the direct road to ruin,

* Tlie formation of the present ministry on a broad basis,

adequate to the conduct of such measures, as the times and the

publi; and private interests of the empire require, is, however,

far less comprehensive than that which was projected by Dr.

Edwards. It Avas a union of parties, wholly inconsistent with

leaving an opposition like the present, highly favoured and re-

spected by his majesty ; intended to be employed solely upon

the measures indispensable at this period, and not upon mta-

aurcs that may be the same as if opposition had remained in

power. I mention the above person's name on the occasion,

because he pointed out how readily an administration might so

be formed : and what he said on the subject seems not to have

been forgotten in the formation of the present mini.stry; for

Mr. Sheridan's station herein was avowedly left to his own

choice, an object which that person strongly reeoirrnends

in his works for the purpose of rendering the inexertion of

this gentleman in the cause of his country and mankind alt(>i.

gether inexcusable..
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or to extreme misery, if not prevented by extra-

ordinary m':'ans. These, notsvithstanding, interest,

crime, folly, and corruption, will oppose : but it is

3'our virtue, on which your country and mankind

must depend, to overpower sentiments so fatal.

You must therefore not " come in and go out,"

like your predecessors, but accomplish the great

measures which the times require. In these views,

and in the exercise of surh virtue, you will be

supported by your country. With the same views,

and for similar purposes, the French emperox was

called to the throne in a period of extreme danger

and distress, and in the most turbulent state of fac-

tion and anarchy : and you certainly are capable

of achievements, which may equal his in the de-

partment of national impro\ement, and of redress-

ing eifectually the present political situation of your

country.

You are actually called in like manner into

office by the voice of the people, in order to dis-

charge every duty, and render every service, which

their interests recjuire : in particular, and what is in-

dispensable, to aggrandize, enrich, render popu-

lous, and felicitate the United Kingdoms and the

empire; to save them from destruction and dis-

tress, and secure their national indepenrlence.

You must thus institute a new era very different

from what the modern history of Great Britain

records, and the reverse of that so inveterately pur-

sued by the late j\Ir. Pitt. At the same time you
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must ]3rocure for your country not an ordinary

peace, but a peace, that will correspond with the

new sitiialion of Europe, and the novel views,

which the age has produced ; and be in all respects

suitable to th.e grand era of inlpro^'ement, which

human powers are destmed, as the agents of the

Almighty, to establish in this world. Conse-

quently you must embrace, and ardently support,

that divine and practical system of general welfare,

and national perfection, which is the subject of the

present publication, and which is intended by Pro-

vidence, and alone is competent, to efiect those se-

veral grand and important purposes. Therefore

divest yourselves of your own partialities, nor view

yourselves even in the tlattering glass of public

fame and estimation; but judge well and surely

what your own powers and projects are for effecting

those purposes, compared with the contents of the

divine system. But believe me, when I assert, that

you will find the former of no signiticance, unless

as they approach to it's diflerent views and pro-

posals.

Neither common measures of state, nor any mo-

difications of them, such as have hitherto been the

usual resources of ministers, will supply the place of

the system recommended. All it's proposals will be

wanted to consummate the services, which the wel-

fare of your country requires : nor can any part of it

he omitted without material injury. Every species of

improvement, civil -as well as physical, economical
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and political, as well as agricultural atid medical,

must }>e freely adnvitted, and patronised by the

state, in order to perfect the system, and carr}' it

into effect. Tlie Almighty has, however, provid-

ed for these several exceileiicies in tlie meliorative

principle, which enables man in general, by cultiva-

tion and practice, to acquire adequate talents and

abilities for institutino- the Jiio'best as well as the

lowest improvements : and a ^ew persons may by

it's means qualify themselves, so as to be able to

carry to perfection all the interests of society and

nations. It is tlius rhit the Almighty lias ordained,

that tlie huuian species should be able to under*

stand and carry national perfection into full eft'ect;

and those w ho have embraced comprehensive views

of general welfare, and employed adequate and ra-

tional arts ot practical improvement, such as are

peculiar to national perfection, have always been

able to accompli.>h tlie most important an.l exten-

sive projects for the bentiit of mankind. This is

fully illustrated in the proceedings, which took

place in the foundation and origin of the United

States of America, and of the present French Em-
pire; that is, in the achievements of the private

persons who gave birth to these, as well as in those

of sucii royid personages as Theodoric, Charle-

magne, Alfred, and Peter the Great. Nay an in-

dividual, Di\ Edwards, has exiyiored views of o-e-

neral welfire still more comprehensive, various,
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and important. He has actually discovered the

anatom}' of the mind* : and he has even foreseen

* Perhaps few literary persons are qualified to judge of the

truth of the alleged disco ery of the anatomy of the mind ; there-

fore, as it is an object of too great importance to mankind to be

lost, I beg leave to elucidate it by the two following occurrences.

A lady, good and amiable as a wife and mother, sufficiently sa-

tisfied with what Mr. Locke has advanced upon the human under-

standing, laughed at my monlion of the discovery of the anatomy

of the human mind, and at the idea of ascertaining it's consti-

tuent parts: and to r.dicule the supposition of the fact, asked

how I could refer to it the actions of her child spoiled by

indulgence, then displaying every possibL' freak of infantile

perversity? But, when I told her it wa« the etfcct of too great

indulgence shown to that part of the mind pointed out in the

anatomy of it by the name of self will ; she immediately with

thanks assented to the reference, exclaiming, " It w as even thus,

unhappy mother as I am ! that 1 heli)ed to spoil the disposition

of my daughter now no more, v\ ho^e perversity in her Avays

and humours I was too late in atieinpting to correct." " No,

madam;'' after some retlcction, I answered, " she had addi-

tional failings, which were likewise difficult to correct from too

long inattention : which in the anatomy of the mind, under the

head of passionate depression, are generally referred to in the

following words : ' Indulgence or lo\c of rest, quietness, slug-

gishness, inactivity, indolence, idleness.' I knew } our daugh-

ter well, all her amiable qualities were fatally marred, or ra-

ther prevented from blowing, by want of a timely counteraction

to these obstinate inveteracies, as well as to the predominance

of self will."

The other occurrence respects an old friend, who had always

referred every mental property to matter. On reading in the

Anatomy of the Mind it's beautiful organization, he tenderl/
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the necessity, which the conquest of tlie Austrian

empire has since produced, of our fonning witiiout

delav a new kinp'doni of Assyria situate between

the Levant and Persian guh* in order to guard

against the inevitable consequences, and partake

the advantages, of the recivilization and revival of

the great ancient World, and of tins being occu-

pied by the different powers of Europe ; as events

which are now certain to take place.

Ye illustrious statesmen 1 consider duly, that

the comprehensive union of the diHerent parties,

which you form, qualifies 3'ou for tlic execution of

the greatest national enterprises; and that the dur-

able combination of tlie heterogeneous parts, of

which it consists, will best be secured by directing

your common efforts to universal 2;ood, and e\ cry

acknowledged: '• I xrwist non-, my friend! think of a life i'.n-

mortal ; for my body must die, though it be raised again.

Such an organization as that of the n.-ind cannot be engrafted

on matter, but must exist in itself. For if it could be so in-

grafted, ^hat can cause the matter of my bmly to be produced,

to be repaired, to grow and increase ? matter cannot thus ope-

rate upon itself. I have always acknowledged superiour spiri-

tual beings to exist in the Univcr-c : and it can only be some

such spiritual and immortal being, that can actuate matter as

the human body is actuated in this life, and produce the mtatal

powers of man : and the simplicity of nat ire and philosophy

incontroYcrtibly convince me, that I ought 'O r;'fer the organi-

zation of the matter of man to such a spiritual b^ing, infinitely

sooner than the powers both of maid and corporeal organiza-

tion to simple matter itself."
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various interest of your country. Therefore, let

the freest search be made after whatever niav ia

this manner be beneficial to it. Let e\ ery useful

proposal be fairly examined and fiiily tried, fiom

whatever quarter it comes : and let the present

system be duly investigated and appreciated, if it

be not on account of ifs alleged divine origin, ACt

at least on account of the income tax having been

borrowTd from it by your predecessors. May jus-

tice and integrity again always accompany the pro-

ceedings of government with foreiiiu nations, and

direct it s attention invariably to tlie individual ])ro-

sperity and happiness of the subject : and ma}' the

pledge be,, that four successive ministries, legard-

less of shame and open crime, have nv)t employed

the income tax without bestowing the least hononr

and recompense, nay not even a compliment upon

ifs real author. Thus Europe at large will see,

that regard to justice and integrity is not lost

in this country : and though it were only from mo-

tives of sound policy, you ought also to consider

well the A\cight and efficacy, which the religion

accompanying the system must impart to it's pro-

posals in the eyes both of your own and foreign

nations ; and particularly to that plan of perma-

nent peace, which it points out and recommends :

and believe me, that it is impossible for huinan

talents to shake the religious foundations on which

the system stands.

May you no longc'r from a weak policy oppose
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France, as your predecessors have done, merely to

render her a formidable and destructive enemy;

and to exhaust the resources, and ensure the mi-

sery or ruin of your countiy. May your passions,

as they may hitherto have prejudiced you against

France, or too favourably inclined you toward the

friendship of Russia, not prevent you from seeing

the wisdom of the timely humiliation of Russia

before it's power is inordinately aggrandized; and

the certainty, by the employment of the proper

means, and the renunciation of war, of enabling

this country always to maintain it*s maritime su-

periority over France. ^lay you duly weigh the

plan for permanent peace proposed in the preceding

pages, with the observations made upon it, and

the particular references pointed out ; and perceive

that such a peace may be formed both upon the

firmest grounds of demonstration, and the strictest

principles of national honour. May you cease to

harrass the political mind of your country with

empty notions of contending for the support of

that continental balance of power, which is now
lost ; and can be recovered only by forbearing to

meddle with it, and advancing the arts of improve-

ment abroad. Therefore, depend solely on your

own weight in the scale, by increasing your

strength and resources, as France does at this time,

by forwarding hers on the widest basis, l^hus, not

only duly estimate the system proposed, but by

means of operating upon it acquire those talents

N
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of practical improvement and enterprise, that may
enable you in these respects to surpass, at least

equal her, at all times. She is able to think and

act, in a manner conformable to lier true interests.

She is restricted by no awe of precedent, and no

routine of office. She advances rapidly in aggran-

dizement by advancing every where the local me-

liorations of her extensive empire; by skill and

energy acquired in national improvement from

practice and cultivation ; and by those patient and

thoughtful habits of the calm devotee, that leave

no resource unexplored, and are sure to suggest

the most valuable inferences, and the most extra-

ordinary services and combinations.

Ye illustrious legislators, the constituent mem-

bers of the British Parliament, peers and common-

ers, it is my duty to intrude myself upon your at-

tention, and ensure myself the honour of your noti-

cing this address, on account of the infinite import-

ance of your making an actual assay of the merits

of a system of general welfare, which alone can rec-

tify public affairs, save the empire, and consummate

national perfection; the origin of which is divine,

and which I do not here hesitate to assert the Al-

mighty has intended you should adopt, and carry in-

to effect at this remarkable period. You are fully

competent to examine the capacious views of a per-

fect system of general ^v'elfare, and of what in this

publication is called national perfection : and at this

awful moment, it may be presumed, that neither
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ministerial corruption, nor that corporate interest,

which is considerable in both houses of Parliament,

will bias your judgment; and that you will not be

offended at the freedom of this address, when the

political crime and economical imbecility, which

must necessarily predominate in an imperfect and

corrupt state of nations, have at last arrived at

such a state, that they can no longer be permitted;

and when, if the censure affect you as hereditary

successors to it, it is in your power immediately

to remove it, and acquire higher honours than have

yet been recorded in history, by the consummation

of human perfection, and the establishment of an

era, as yet practically unknown to mankind, an

era however which corresponds with the original

design of creation.

In thus soliciting your earnest attention to

the system, I seek to engage you in a diligent,

free, and unlimited study of general welfare,

which is very different from the too slight con-

sideration you have hitherto given to it. What
however that study is ; how much it has been ne-

glected ; and how it is to be conducted ; have

been so fully explained in the preceding pages, as

to leave only a few general observations to be ad-

vanced here concerning it. One principal object

for your attention is to trace out the various in-

terests of general Avelfare, and give them a stable

form, by comprehending them under a system;

and having thus obtained a full, simple, and clear

N 2
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knowledge of each in it's proper place of reference,

to collect and combine all the different measures

and all expedients that are required, for the pur-

pose of forming appropriate practical plans to carry

those interests into eftcct. Without doing this, all

disquisitions and proposals are necessarily specula-

tive, and cannot be of practical use : and even Dr.

Smith's work on the Wealth of Nations, from an

omission of this kind, is almost wholly inapplica-

ble to real use ; however valuable it may be in

certain respects. It is thus, my Lords and Gen-

tlemen, that all subjects of general welfare of any

importance, every great resource, and the dif-

ferent parts of the empire, should be actually ex-

amined, and brought in aid of the public good

:

and should be renewed, reinstituted, and carried to.

perfection from their first principles; as may be

found necessary. At a time like the present, when

all the national improvements ought to be advanced

to perfection, and are necessary to enable us to

support our future career of greatness ami renown,^

no objections deserve attention : for they are un-

necessary to vindicate and defend our constitutional

o-overnment, and established religion, which are

admitted to be perfect institutions, unless as we

have corrupted or neglected them.

You should therefore be sedulous in acquiring the

knowledge of whatever is good, and can be useful

either to your country, or to mankind, and carry

it conscientiously into effect. On the one hand you
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should rejoice, and congratulate yourselves on all

grand subjects of general welfare, and the highest

institutions of the empire, the above excepted,

being proposed for your adoption, as capable of the

greatest improvement, and resources adapted and

adequate to the present period. On the other, you

should hold up to the view of the pubUc a balance,

in which you weigh the least grain of whatever is

good and useful; and, if it turn the scale, accept

it with true affection and gratitude. j\ly Lords

and Gentlemen ! you ought, as a Parhament, to

be a grand scientific society, for devising and ef-

fecting national improvements of every species.

You are not intended by the constitution to be the

tools of statesmen, to impose restrictive regula-

tions alone upon the proceedings of individuals,

and to vote taxes in order to support the impo-

litic measures of ministers. At this crisis, it is

the greatest of crimes, not to assume your proper

constitutional functions, and cooperate in council,

as well as in legislation, with ministry, in rectify-

ing affairs and establishing national perfection.

The constituent national assembly and the late

king of France conjointly undertook the work

of cultivating and carrying into effect a great

and extensive system of general welfare, which

was, comparatively speaking, by no means as

requisite and indispensable as the object now

recommended to you. The event of the revolu^
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tion, and the establishment of monarchy in France,

have since shown, that they would have succeed"

ed by their united efforts in the attempt, the king

have remained secure on his throne, and this

throne have been elevated to a still greater height;

had he been permitted by those who surrounded

him, to be as sincere in pursuing so desirable an

object, as the goodness of one of the best of

hearts naturally dictated to him. ]\Iy Lords and

Gentlemen, ministers are too often mere orators,

men bred up in colleges, plagiarists from works of

literature, fertile in terms that impose upon the

understanding, educated in barren studies or stu-

dies foreign to general welfare, at best a kind of

half philosophers or sciolists, theorists supported

by the routine of office and the unfortunate preccr

dents of past times, and slaves to passion ; as well

as such adepts in deception as always to be able

both to hide their ignorance, inability, and unwilrr

lingness to serve their country and mankind,

and to persuade you, that there are no other

means for serving them, than those which they

lay before you. Depend therefore on yourselves.

You are men in general resident in the country,

and versed in an extensive sphere of active life.

You view on a sufficient scale the operations them-

selves, which constitute, in whatever state it may

be, the general welfare. You as private indivir

duals carry forward improvements of various
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kinds : and actually behold human hfe, as it l^

naturally and providentially destined to meliorate

itself in society. Thus being able to understand

a practical system of general welfare, you must

consequently become adepts in it. You can there-

fore exalt your minds and executive faculties to

the actual accomplishment of such indispensable

services, as it points out. Thus versed in all the

essential principles* of general welfare, you are

the proper persons both to urge forward, and to

counteract statesmen : and as it is your province

to ensure the universal good of your country and

mankind ; so you should not relinquish this im-

portant function to ministers or their agents,

whom your superior, or at least your superior col-

lective knowledo'e and virtue should be alike able

to serve and instruct.

My Lords and Gentlemen, it may not be im-

* It is unaccountable, how far the custom has prevailed of

educating in the school of the law, as well as of oratory,

young men bred up for ministers and statesmen. Their fa-

thers at least must have been unacquainted with the arts of

general welfare, and practical improvement: and the late lord

Chatham is no exception, who educated his son as a lawyer, iti

order to make him a statesman. It is sutfxcient to say, the law

is not a school, that teaches the principles of general welfare;

furnishes the knowledge most useful to human life ; is favour-

able to improvement ; sharpens and invigorates the executive

talents ; and opens capacious and comprehensive practical views

pf public prosperity and private happines*.
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proper to say, in few words, that as an appro-

priate instrument for the purpose, you should pro-

tect and forward the meliorative efforts of the

people at large, as they may cooperate with you

in the preceding intentions: that in particular you

should be the champions of the cause of national

perfection against the interested views, prejudices,

and bigotry of different stations, and corporate

bodies, or of mere individuals belonging to these,

who may make no scruple of sacrificing their

God, their country, and mankind, to their ava-

rice, absurdities, and caprices : that as the insti-

tution of numerous societies for the cultivation of

different objects of general welfare shows, how

necessary cultivation is for these, so they should

be encouraged
; yet that this desideratum itself

should be infinitely more fully effected by it's pro-

per means, than it can by them : and that indivi-

dual merit should be scrupulously advanced by

you, independently of parhamentary and ministe-

rial interest, on which last it's honours and recom-

pense solely depend at present in a manner highly

dishonourable to the legislature, the king, and the

country. Thus you may complete those inven-

tions and discoveries, which are become indispen-

sable ; and are the offspring of ardent reflection

and consideration, for the most part of private per-

sons, happily and attentively directed to their pro-

per objects. For the nation at large is ready witl)
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all the virtue and sensibility, liberality of senti-

ment and magnanimity necessary, to establish na-

tional perfection, and rectify public affairs, if you

yourselves be ready ; if you be disposed to cher-

ish and protect, and do not actually destroy, the

latent seeds and principles of universal good,

placed by his maker in the breast of every man.

Ye people of Great Britain, and the different

ranks who compose that people, My Countrymen

at laige, I next call upon you, both as a collec-

tive body, and as separate individuals, to solicit

in the most earnest manner your king, his minis-

ters, and your Parliament, that they will take in-

to due consideration the divine and perfect system

ofgeneral welfare, which has been fully explained in

the preceding pages ; at the same time to give your

warm support, when appro\'ed by them, in carry-

inof all it's contents into effect, and cstablishins: na-

tional perfection every where throughout the em-

pire ; and cordially to cooperate with all other

states and nations in improving the whole World,

and erecting the kingdom of God on Earth, by it's

means. For the system comprises all your various

interests ; can rectify the present state of national

affairs, replete as it is with extreme misery and

danger, and reverse it in all respects, even making

finance a benefit to you, as well as effectually re-

moving your actual burdens : complete with trans-

cendent lustre, and tfue national gloiy, both pub-
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lie and prhate prosperity and happiness: and is

the predestined means of accomplishing the divine

pui-poses of tlie creation of mankind, and the World

at large ; as is aho\'e fnlly proved to you by de-

monstration drawn from the operations of nature,

civil life at large, and divine revelation. Ministers

and senates themselves are weak, and insufficient

to serve you at this crisis. As they have hitherto

conducted public affairs in general as speculatists,

and never strengthened their faculties in exercis-

ing the practical arts of improvement, and the

powers of a perfect system of general welfare;

so they have remained in a degraded state of po-

litical imbecility, hostile both to those arts and

the system itself, and entailed consequent misery

and ruin upon nations. You therefore must dis-

charge the important duties, which are incum-

bent on you, as well as on every rank and pro-

fession, and indeed on all nations, at the present

period.

It may be considered however as a system,

which is as devoutly appropriated, as it is fully

competent, to secure and consummate your in-

terests in every respect. It substitutes the general

weal for those partial interests, which seem at pre-

sent the sole object ofsociety, or rather of govern-^

ment. It's various and infinite services are pecu-

liarly important, as they administer to your indi-

vidual interests, whether you be considered as the
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grand mass forming the body of society, or as pub-

lic agents for carrying on the aifairs of tlie com-

niunit}^ It's operations are carefully directed by

a new science, established for the purpose, to the

effectual arts of advancing private prosperity and

happiness, in a manner that has hitherto never

been proposed, even in speculation: and your

public services and practical merits, by the mani-

festation of their great importance, are by it's

means elevated to that high station, which mu^t

in future secure them against injustice, ingrati-

tude, and neglect. Farther, the system inciting

and perfecting the meliorative powers of man

;

impressing the due exertion of them, as duties,

by the most sacred and religious ties upon your

hearts ; and conducting their operations -with the

most energetic arts and certain plans and methods

of practical improvement; is in this manner sin-

gularly adapted to augment at the same time your

private fortunes and the national prosperity. It

will be still more effective in enlightening your

minds according to your different stations ; and

in procuring you that wisdom, truth, knowledge,

and policy, which your different stations may re-

spectively reqiiire. And thus it will perfect you

as men ; thus it will enable you to discharge with

facility the different parts allotted you for es-

tablishing the grand era of national perfection,

and the improvement of the World ; as well as
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enable government to exonerate you, by express

means provided for the purpose, from the distress,

taxes, oppressions, and dangers, which both har-

rass and menace you on all hands.

Ye few of my countrymen, and ye subjects of

the different monarchies of the World, who may
be favourably disposed towards republicanism ; the

divine system of general welfare, which I would

recommend 3'ou to support, points out kings well

disposed and informed, and duly instigated and

controlled in the discharge of it's different services,

as the greatest of blessings to mankind ; and pro-

poses to consecrate in all respects their different

legitimate powers and authorities. But on the

other hand, the perfection of general welfare is the

true policy of kings. For it is alike serviceable to

the interests of them and their subjects. It Mould

incite and restrict both to the proper discharge of

their several functions : and cause them to coope-

rate effectually in advancing the general welfare,

while it would have the best effect in uniting them

in constant harmony and friendship. The con-

summation of o;eneral welfare would render mo-

narchs strong in tiie love and satisfaction, and in

the military enthusiasm of their subjects
;

give

them power and wealth ; and ensure their thrones

against incidental changes and revolutions. " The

certain effect of clemency, kindness, and fidehty

on the part of government to the interests of the
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people is peace, goodwill, order, and esteem on

the part of the governed." Nothing but the op-

position of monarchs to these principles, incited

perhaps always by their ministers and favourites,

or by actual ignorance, ever rendered the repub-

lican form of government requisite, in order to

correct the evils of such strange and perv^erse con-

duct : and certainly it was a system of bad mea-

sures, and a natural wish in man, to make an ade-

quate advance toward the proper extent of human

prosperity and happiness, and not the defects of

our constitution, which caused of late a disposi-

tion to republicanism greater than ordinary in this

country. A repubhc, even as Payne himself view-

ed it, is only wanted as an instrument in such a

situation as is above described, of introducing

and imposing by force a proper system of public

measures, or of general welfare. But when the

system is in practice diffused throughout society

in all it's different operations and consequences,

and the public is enlightened even by it's means,

the incessant and violent intrigues and agita-*

tions of parties, whicli will always unavoidably

ensue, must not only prove highly injurious, but

in the end fatal to the fortunate effects, that

might otherwise be expected from it. The happv

t'ffects it produces will always be infinitely better

maintained and secured by an hereditary house of

supreme goverament, accompanied with institu?-
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tions of adequate councils, and with different con-

stituent parts proper to advise, instigate, and con-

trol the monarch in his pubHc capacity. But

whatever the emergency and necessity may be,

instead of having recourse to a republic, as a tem-

porary instrument of preventing total misery,

ruin, and the destruction of the empire, it is al-

ways infinitely preferable to have recourse to the

system recommended, and to carry it into full

effect by the existing government, at least when

it's constitution is like our own ; and disposing

government in all respects in it's favour. In like

manner, in order to render the proposal altogether

unexceptionable to the crown, I strongly advise,

in carrying the system into effect, to defer the

reform of parliamentary representation, until the

principal improvements intended are so far ad-

vanced, that government must actually believe

no alterations are intended in the constitution.

After this point is accomplished, a parliamentary

reform is supposed, and recommended to take

place, when government can have no exception

to the measure. For on one hand, it is intended

for the security of those rational meliorations, to

which government has previously given it's assent.

On the othei-, the institutions of such meliora-

tions as are requisite would, in case of a parlia-

mentary reform, liberate government altogether

from a vain opposition, and attempts sanctioned
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by the public, made to disturb it's proceedings,

without great and sufficient cause.

Thus it is proposed, that you should receive

the actual services of a system of o-eneral welfare,

perfected both in the theory and practice, carried

into effect in it's full extent, and accompanied

with the most powerftd energies ; the accomplish-

ment of which should be directed and superin-

tended by a steady and active executive govern-

ment, while other representative and legislative

bodies connected with this would in a tranquil

and truly patriotic manner interfere with it's ope-

rations; though only as the first actually deviated

from the fundamental views of the system, when

they would in this case interfere, and interfere ef-

fectually. A system conducted on these princi-

ples was the primary and fundamental object of

the French revolution : and to secure it, this

people have finally, after sufficient experience,

given up the form of a republican government,

in order to secure the real substance and inten-

tions of it. For it is not forms of government,

but the cultivation and improvement, and the re-

gular, tranquil, and disinterested completion, of

the different interests of general welfare, whicli

cause the real prosperity and happiness of nations.

Repubhcs are not calculated for both these pur-

poses ; but all their real virtues and excellencies

may in a lateut state be concentred in monarchy.
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which like the tropical wind most truly and steadi-

ly navigates the bark of state. Thus tliey are erect-

ed by revolutions and bloodshed, only to become

more distressing and unfortunate by the ignorance

and mismanagement of the leal interests of the

citizen.

-'Uso ye ought, ye diiferent professions esta-

blished in society, to support a system of national

perfection ; and in particular to reform the prin-

ciples you have embraced as far as they are in-

jurious in any respect to the general good ; but

more especially to renounce that esprit du corps

^

which is so often cherished and bhndly followed

with the worst of consequences to the general

interests of societ}\ Begin then, ye different pro-

fessions, with manly and patriotic virtue to free

yourselves from these imputations, and to contri-

bute all your various services to the advancement

of the welfare of your country, and the divine

cause of the creation itself. For your combined

eftbrts are necessary to establish national perfec-

tion : and thus you will most effectually advance

and provide for the individual interests of your

respective stations.*

Ye venerable body of men, who in the establish-

ed church of your country, and in different sects,

are the ministers of religion to your God and from

him to mankind; I call upon you to carry into

effect at this time, and at all times support, with



193

true zeal and devotion, a perfect system of general

welfare. For as has been shown in the second

part of this work, it is the proper and predestined

means of estabhshing the kingdom of God on

Earth ; and it is the advancement and completion

of it's interests, which principally constitute re-

ligion. You must the more devoutly for this pur-

pose employ rehgion, as it is thus understood; be-

cause such uses assigned to it, however important,

are now almost wholly lost to mankind. In this

sense Christianity is even become a professional

not a practical religion throughout the United

Kingdom. You are a body of holy men purpose-

ly instituted to advance the general welfare ofyour

country and mankind, and the improvement of the

whole World. You cannot therefore consistently

support a system of economical weakness aad po-

litical guilt ; and particularly, when this system

is actually pointed out in Scripture as the whore

of Babylon jiersclf On this account you are

called upon to act cordially with the ministers

of the various religions dispersed throughout the

World, the improvement of which every where is

a part of the duty incumbent on you, and will be

greatly forwarded by the mutual aid and coopera-

tion of the different nations which constitute it.

But in order that tlie christian nations of Europe

may more effectually unite in promoting the pro-

gress of melioration throughout the World, and

o
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mfluence all other religions and nations in it's fa-

vour, you, my countrymen, should industriously

accommodate your religious differences with the

Romish church ; nay, if it were solely on account

of the exemplary conduct in respect of religion,

which the papal court itself has pursued in modern

times; in moderation, condescendence, and po-

liteness, in it's frequent adoption of great and li-

beral views, and, what at least may show a less

violent spirit of bigotry, in propagating and sup-

porting it's religious establishments by policy,

rather than by it's doctrines. Be industrious like-

wise in accommodating the tenets and doctrines

of your own church, and at any rate all it's bi-

gotted and too contracted notions, to the support

and ])erfection of the general welfare of your conn-

try and mankind. For a complete state of uni-

versal welfare, accompanied with divine worship,

is most certainly that grand object, which religion

is instituted to accomplish, the kingdom ofGod on

Earth : and as this has not been understood, and

we have not known what religion really is, till the

present period, so some or many of the principles

and notions, which you have adopted in respect of

our religion in general, may require innovation

and change, and be false, mistaken, or adulte-

rated. They are so unquestioriably, if they be

adverse to this kingdom of God that is now to

come; and which your pious endeavours will
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cause both to come and continue. May you there-

fore liberally accept the explanation of religion,

which is offered for your consideration in the

work entitled " Peace on Earth;" and view it in

the light, in which it is there represented, of a

beautiful and perfect whole, consisting of the

strenuous exertions of human industry, accompa-

nied with all due acts and returns of devotion to

the Almighty ! May you thus consider your sa-

cred profession, as the grand source of national

wealth and income ! IMay you thus see the im-

piety of retaining your tythes, which are now

become the most fatal obstructions to industry

;

and in relinquishing them be convinced, that you

must infinitely augment the i iches of cultivation,

and most effectually contribute to enlarge the re-

venue of the church ! I\Iay you finally consum-

mate by your own efforts the supreme excellence

and dignity of religion, in being yourselves the

principal instrument of esta]:)li8hing the kingdom

of God on Earth : and, no longer attached to a

speculative life, no longer waiting for the imagi-

nary event of the supernatural coming of a glo-

rious kingdom, in the establishment and support

of which you will not partake, and therefore can

have no merit ; rise to your grand and proper

sphere of activity, and to the due discharge of

it*s comprehensive functions, which will render

you the most enlightened, respectable, and illus-
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trious part of the community ! Thus 3'ou will re-

cei\'e the highest rewards both on Earth, and in

Heaven : and thus you and the supporters of the

system at large will procure the same rewards to

your country' and all nations.

Ye different members of the law, and ye pracr

titioriers of medicine in it's various branches, I

call upon you, as well as the clergy, to contribute

all the various services, which your pro'essions are

capable of rendering to the advancement of nar

tional perfection, in introducing and support-

ing it's proper source, the system of general

welfare. Your respective professions are ac-

tually two cor'^^itueni parts of it: but the former

has been of late as little forwarded, as the latier

has been sedulously improved, in order to serve

mankind. The services of both however may be

infinitv. iy farther extended than they are at present

for this purpose. In this case the public honours

and recompense, which the state has forgotten to

pay to medicine, should be restored ; because her

disciples in the real mprit of their exertions, know-

ledge, and science, have much greater claims to

national gratitude than the faculty of the law;

as our ancestors have admitted by the great rcr

spect with which they treated thei^i iji numerous

instances.

Ye farm<Ts, I have already addressed you, as a,

part of the body of the people, in order to support
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the cause of national perfection at large, or of the

kingdom of God on Earth, with all the piety and

energy, which are due to him, vho for the wisest

purposes, lias, in the creation of all things, blended

industry and devotion together, and formed them

into religion. I now earnestly exhort you to con-

si(!er the actual accomplishment, and permanent

support of the different landed mehorations of the

country, so far as it is reasonable on your part to

cooperate in respect of them, to be a most sacred

duty iniposed upon you, as well as your own ad-

vantage ; and to reflect therefore upon the impiety,

and upon the final impolicy, of ruining, and im-

poverishing them in any degree, and from any

jnotive whate^ er.

Ye British merchants, you know" well that com-

mercial gain essentially consists in landed im-

provements, an4 e^^tensive establishments of in-

dustry, eftected by the free investment of capital,

^s well as ill the profits arising from the exchange

of commodities. May your adventurous spirit

pursue these important objects at large, according

to the proper line of policy, and suitable regula-

tions, that may hereafter be thought most proper

to expedite the view s of establishing national per-

fection and the kingdom of God on Earth. But

may you be persuaded, that the great national im-

provements of the United Kingdom are at least as

jnteresting, and in general as profitable, as those of
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foreign countries! jMay you no longer court a

mistaken exclusive commerce as either your own

advantage, or that of your country; but view it

as preventing the estabhshment of the great mart

of the World replete with whatever wealth this is

capable of furnishing, in the infinite abundance of

it's different commodities, and the highest tran-

scendancy of their qualities genuine and unadul-

terated ! May you never again consider a political

System, whether founded on the complicate emo-

luments of coiruption, or on war and the com-

mercial pursuit of wealth conjoined in their ope-

rations, or on both these views, as worthy of the

approbation of British merchants : but may you

have the opportunity of rejoicing with me, that

a low bred meteor, a system formed solely from

the luminous exhalations of the putrid matters of

the Earth, has burst, and disappeared, never again

to be collected together and mislead you !

Lastly, ye men of science and of literature, I

beseech you, render your studies immediately,

and not indirectly, subservient to the various

interests of general welfare, by comprehending

in your writings the whole of it's system ; instead

of borrowing from this different particulars, and

often at great length, to grace your pages, and

make so ill a return, as therefore to consider your

labours to constitute civilization, and national per-

fection itself. At any rate, preclude not the farther
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progress of these, as you frequently have clone,

by ascribing these divine objects and their im-

portant services to the monuments of hterary and

oratoiical genius, and to the various charms and em-

beUishments, which merely decorate the exteriour

constitution of society and nations. Civilization

and national perfection are more than of sufficient

extent to constitute a grand, practical, and scien-

tific subject in themselves : and literature has no

right to boast, that itself is that subject, when

the highest honour it can claim is to be the imple-

ment of it's communication, as it is of very dif-

ferent compositions, the pretensions of which are

absolutely confined to their pov/ers of amusement.

In support of the system, employ the energies

and charms of persuasion and description, as well

as thorough investigation and candid judgment,

in order to render justice to the establishment of

civilization and national perfection now proposed
;

and to enable mankind and your country to derive

from them their several eminent and essential ser-

vices. Let all the powers of taste second your

efforts in their favour; and e\en music, poetry,

and painting, vie in the celebration of their infinite

services and excellencies. Accompanied with your

warm effusions in their praise, let the pipe and

bugle resound through the plains, the woods, and
the mountains of the kingdom ; and let the impres-

sive organ, tempered with tlie softest strains of the
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flute, breathe the sweet enchantments of clvillzatioil

and national perfection into the feelings of the Bri-

tish legislature, unveil their genuine nature and beau-

ties to their astonished view, and raise their digni-

fied minds from the present political corruption of

nations to the true glories of this Earth, sent by the

Almighty from Heaven ! At the same time you

will acquire in the system the treasures, that are

wanted to complete your stock of ideas ;
the means

of adding and introducing your own improve-

ments ; and the public remunerations justly due

to literary celebrity and character employed in ren-

dering essential services to your country. Thus

you will no longer render the practical powers

of improvement speculative and impotent, and

frustrate the original intentions of founding legis-

lative senates, and creating statesmen. Likewise

permit me on this occasion, particularly to address

myself to you, whose assumed province it is in this

country, daily to inform and direct the public

mind, and even government and the legislature

itself, in respect of national affiiirs ;
ye editors of

our newspapers, may you either effectually support

the early attempts made in favour of establishing

a perfect state of general welfare, enlighten the

public m"nd upon it's real interests herein con-

cerned, and thus direct all it's efforts to complete

the security, independence, prosperity, and happi-

ness of the kingflom and it's empire : or permit us

<
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all to be aware, that your papers are intended to

lead our understandings, as may most flatter our

inclinations, gain our attention, and promote the

views of parties ; and are too capable to answer

these views by inciting our passions either openly

or imperceptibly, by gratifying curiosity, exciting

wonder, employing argument instead of tmth, ex-

hibiting meretricious ornament, advancing happy

topics and illustrations of ancient and modern

learning; and, in fine, by practising infinite ar-

tifices to fix our belief, and captivate our aifec-*

tions. Thus your country will not have you to

blame at a future period, if your numerous readers

still decline to study the real knowledge and arts

of general welfare, and the true interests of their

country ; by their political pretensions incessantly

and impassionately urged, cherish the embers of war

throughout the land ; and enable it at last to be

perpetuated, and from the focus of Great Britain

to involve the whole World in universal conflaor-

ration.
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APPENDIX,

No. I.

BEIXG AX EXTRACT FROM THE WORK,

ENTITLED

ON EARTH PEACE,

GOOD WILL TOJFARBS MEN.

THE COMPONENT PARTS OF A PERFECT OR ADEQUATE SYSTEM

OF GENERAL WELFARE.

HEAD I.

Government: or that grand combination of the so-

vereign and people, which is founded on their different re-

spective functions and offices, duties and engagements, and

which it is incumbent on them severally and jointly to per-

form, discharge and fulfil, toward each other, for the general

benefit of themselves or the community; which is intended

to give additional and matured effect, and the most active

employment, to the different powers and energies separately

inherent in them, and capable of promoting universal good

;

and thus is able to provide in the most extensive and com-

plete manner, for the various public and private, foreign and

domestic interests of society and nations, and cement, at the

same time, the union of the several parties, by mutual ser-

vices and benefits, and the sincerest regard and affection for

each other,

p
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HEAD II.

Public agency, under \vhich is comprised what is

termed police ; consisting of an official body of men, sup-

plied with all requisite power, skill, and information, placed

under the direction of executive goveniment, and duly insti-

gated and controlled by it, and other means : and instituted

for the purpose of carrying into due effect, and to the greatest

advantage, all public objects, schemes, or projects, vhich

are connected with, and depend upon, or can be promoted

by government, as well as all local improvements, which the

capacity of the country may any where permit, and which

may, in any manner, contribute to national perfection ; of

furnishing the people with all such help, support, informa-

tion, and services, as their interests may require, and as it

can supply, for the better management of their private con-

cerns ; and particularly of informing and duly instigating

them in these respects, in a satisfactory manner, not impro-

perly interfering with tliem and their free consent. For a

state or empire, however extensive it may be, is to be dis-

tributed into such small subdivisions, as will receive and

permit the full employment of public agency every where

tlircughout the same, and as will, in the most effective man-

ner, advance all it's general and local interests and improve-

ments whatever, in order that thus the grand combination

of government and the people may, as far as public agency

is concerned, be competent in their several operations, to

realize or accomplish an adequate or perfect system of ge-

neral welfare.

HEAD III.

Finance; or the art of raising with the greatest advan-

tage, and in a manner least injurious to the interests of the

ronimui.iiy, the money necessaiy for the support of the dif-

ferent establishments and convenierces of society; for the



205

supply of the demands of public philanthropy, or individual

interests ; for the advancement of incidental or casual expenses,

such as those of war ; and for the constitution of a capital,

with which etfectually to extend and expedite the national

resources and improvements, and thus, in a manner hitherto

impractJsed in Europe, infinitely to increase the real wealth of

states and empires.

HEAD IV.

Agriculture ; or the means by which nature and hu-

man industry may be made most effectually to cooperate in

rendering land fertile, and all vegetable and animal produce

abundant in quantity, and perfect in quality, as may be re-

quisite for the consumption of society and the support of the

empire ; for liberally supplying population w itli subsistence,

manufactures with materials, and labour with employment j

and for increasing the wealth and strength of the nation.

HEAD V.

General, or manual and intellectual industry; as it

comes not under any other head of the present system ; as

the application of the powers either of the body or mind to

various subjects may produce, or increase real wealth, the

conveniences of life, the stores of knowledge, and the means

of pleasure and embellishment ; as it frequently is termed

national industry, and is comprehended under what are called

national improvements, arts, manufactures, sciences, and com-

positions of taste and genius; and as thus it may, in various

modes, complete national felicity, prosperity, population, and

aggrandizement, and the interests of society.

HEAD VI.

Commerce ; or the carrying on of profitable intercourse

between individuals in the same state, or in different eoun-

p 2
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tries or nations, by which they supply one another witli ar-

ticles of demand, but principally with the productions of

agriculture and general industry, in requisite abundance, and

on marketable terms of exchange. It is more particularly

assisted and extended by means of adequate capital
;

by the

aid of money and the due regulation of it's several species

;

by the just valuation of commodities; by multiplying cus-

tomers, and for this purpose extending commerce, and makmg

it sufficiently free ; founding colonies, civilizing countries, and

instituting the regular improvement of the World, or mun-

dane improvement ; and by the more proper and immediate

methods of advancing and carrying on commerce.

HEAD VII.

Politics ; or the proper means of preserving peace, and

avoidmg war between different nations, and of making these

subservient to their mutual welfare and happiness : in parti-

cular the means of establishing a balance of power, favour-

able to their separate and common independence and sup-

port : of promoting, through the arts of national improvement,

and a rational or divine system of general welfare, an en-

lightened, flourishing, social, and moral state of manknid,

which will perfect or complete their capacity of serving one

another, and at the same time eradicate hostile animosity, or

show nations their true interests, according to which may be

conciliated universal amity and permanent peace, and legu-

late duly the services they can render one another, by making

commerce mutually advantageous to all parties, and suf-

ficiently general throughout the World; and of providing

such military force, as may be adequate both to defend the

state or empire, and to enable it to retaliate the unjust wrung?

that may be oftered to it.
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HEAD Vin.

Mental instruction ; or that instruction^ wliich^ founded

on the discovery of the anatomy of the mind^ and the actual

and comprehensive knowledge of ourselves, is calculated or

adequate to form, incite, and subject to due direction and

management, the various and numerous constituent parts of

the mind, so as they may duly discharge their respective

oflfices and fnnctions ; to regulate the different passions ; to

advance the different intellectual powers in their full extent

;

to render man active, and teach him wisdom of conduct, and

how to cultivate his interests in life, and best succeed therein

:

to furnish him with sufficient knowledge and information, and

at the same time with due sensibility and taste, that he may

place his happiness in virtue, and the performance of his

dut}' ; and by an education, or rather an initiation into his

proper department of life, sufficiently early and complete,

most effectually to pro\ide for his individual interests, and

at the same time those of the communit}- at large.

HEAD IX.

Religion, as it includes private devotion, and due love

and reverence to be shown to the Creator at all times, in all

places, and on all occasions, where reference should be made

to him : enforces submission to his will, and compliance with

his commandments, whether communicated by natural or by

revealed religion : offers divine worship to him by a proper

and dignified establishment dedicated to his service ; distri-

butes through the organ of such establishment all the infor-

mation to it's votaries incumbent upon it to dispense, parti-

cularly the knowledge of the divine will and pleasure, or of

all the commands and injunctions of the Almighty ; admi-

nisters therefore mental instruction, as explained under the

last head, and gives all the due effect in it's power to the di-
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vine system of general welfare ; supports government, and

the temporal as well as the spiritual interests of society, so

far as is consistent with it's holy functions ; and gives full

efficacy to the truths antl doctrines of revealed religion, and

especially to those of christian benevolence.

HEAD X.

Medicine; or the art or science of preserving life, of

keeping the body in health and vigour, preventing diseases,

removing these when present, and restoring perfect health,

and of administering relief to a similar effect in the chirur-

gical and obstetrical departments, and in the disorders of the

brute creation placed under human care. Thus it should and

may be understood or improved to it's greatest extent and

perfection, and be administered every where, and to all per-

sons, ranks, and conditions, w ith corresponding efficacy, skill,

and judgment, by practitioners sufficiently qualified in the

above respect ; so as to support and extend population, thus

increase the wealth of nations, avoid all the contingent evils,

distress, and misery, which the condition of humanity does

not necessarily impose upon man, heighten or animate cor-

poral and mental action and sensibility, and add to the relish,

comforts, and advantages of life, whatever is capable of cour

tributing thereto.

HEAD XL

The law, as it embraces the perfection, reform, and im-

provement of legislation, of the administration ofjustice, and

of the requisite regulations in society, so that it may lay open

to the community all the principles of right and wrong, sup-

port them, and effectually attack or prevent criminal wilful-

ness, and pei"verse vice and corruption, at their source or

head; so that it may provide and promulgate all such laws

as may be salutary and useful to the state, and may be found-
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ed on just principles, especially on those of equality ; and so

that it may establish an equitable and convenient, a general

and local judicature, conducted with the greatest impartiality^,

moderation, forbearance, and lenity. It should be assisted

by cooperative means preventive of crimes and vice, and par-

ticularly by a proper magistracy combined with public agency.

Farther^ what is highly essential, it should fully understand the

principles of general welfare, in their relation to and connec-

tion with the interests of society and nations at large ; know

how to devise and apply effective means, which will render

such principles beneficial to these interests ; and be able to

assist in superintending and directing a code of general wel-

fare thus formed, in giving it due effect throughout society,

and preventing it's perversion and abuse.

HEAD XII.

Public philanthropy, as it should be made effectively, by

all possible means, to conduce to the prosperity and happi-

ness of the individuals who compose society, to relieve their

distresses, remove any hardships they sustain, render them

every kind of good office, and administer to their rational or

innocent gratifications, whether according to the right ap-

plication of the principles at large of the divine or of a per-

fect system of general welfare, or according to those exclu-

sively belonging to the present head.
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APPENDIX,

No. II.

BEING AN EXTRACT FROM THE WORK.

ENTITLED

ON EARTH PEACE,

GOOD WILL TOfVARDS MEN.

No object more strongly influences the human passions, than

that of the general welfare of the community to which we

are attached or belong. It is capable of exciting their most.

violent excesses, and producing the most fatal or ommous

effects on national affairs in general. The admunstration of

these affairs is very frequently regulated more by passion than

by council ; and the people at large seldom decide concern-

incr them from conviction, but, for the most part, from the

imVise of emotions artfully unpressed upon them by others

;

or which they fondly cherish and foster in their own bosoms,

or in familiar intercourse with each other. It is necessary

to comprehend the nature, and penetrate to the root of an

evil, so injurious to mankind. Permit me, therefore, to ob-

serve, that the passions have hitherto been ill understood,

particularly in their extensive operations, as they constitute

the principal poNver that actuates human beings ;
and have

received lar less attention than their importance deserves in

respect both of their more violent and milder operations.

This will appear very obvious hereafter. There is, however,

a principle belonging to them, that may be called passionate

deception, wliich it is proper to mention here, and explain
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as well as illustrate, on account of it's great and extensive

influence upon the interests of nations. It arises from the

strong and excessive attachment of the human heart to the

conviction, which strength of passion produces in the place

of reason andjudgment : it communicates to all kindred ob-

jects the dictates of the passions ; and changes and accom-

modates those objects to their will or fancy : it brings dif-

ferent tbmgs into combination, and imagines them to be,

what the passions suppose they are : recalls absent objects,

and deems them to be present ; and thus imposes both on the

senses and intellectual faculties : sets reason at defiance, mag-

nifies or diminishes objects at pleasure, and makes almost

any argument or motive plausible and decisive in support of

it's suggestions. It makes us blind to the true nature of what

is capable of showing it's errours, and undeceiving it ; and

surrendering us almost entirely to the power of the illusions

which the passions excite, makes fiction pass for truth, and

exaggeration for accvuacy of statement ; causes us to admit

the weakest pretexts or proofs, in support of whatever cause

the passions may favour, and never is in want of sufficient

argument, finding always support in those analogies with

which nature abounds, and in the aid of ingenuity, which is

constantly at it's command. It mixes not merely with our

more precipitate determinations, but m ith our most delibe-

rate thoughts and actions, being able gradually to instil itself

through them ; and thus can hurry and transport, beyond the

power of reflection, those who are reputed the wisest, even

into imprudence, folly, misery, ruin, and destruction. It is

well known, that it not only connects the passions sti'ongly

with the subjects that relate to them, but gives it's own qua-

lities to these^ as, sorrow or gladness, love, esteem, or ha-

tred; and even to the various adjuncts that may pertain to,

or be associated with them. It not only paints it's own sen^

timents in tlie most glowing colours, and thus works upon
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and influences the heart, but it is infinitely sensible to fo-

reign or external impressions. Hence it is observed, that it

laughs at mimic folly, weeps at artificial misery, is inspired

with horrour and indignation at imaginary baseless, and la-

vishes the ecstacy of joy upon counterfeited or feigned hap-

piness. It likewise produces strong and powerful effects

upon the corporeal frame of man; we feel ourselves ele-

vated, bold, and inspired with magnanimity and fortitude,

on viewing a lively representation of the heroic and dignified

characters of others ; the blood thrills in our veins, and the

skin itself becomes corrugated, on hearing the mere descrip-

tion of horrible objects ; and full confidence placed in cer-

tain mystic charms is sometimes able to remove disorders,

that are deeply rooted in the constitution.

It has appeared necessary to illustrate, at some length,

the principle of Passionate Deception in man ; because,

however contrary this may be to what we should expect, it

is more predominant in politics, than in any other subject of

general welfare, or transaction of common life : and the as-

sertion of a great historical philosopher is an unquestion-

able fact, which must be ascribed to this principle ; that it is

our violent desires, unrestrained by justice, or any other

moral tie, avarice, ambition, and rivalship, that have ren-

dered nations the mutual enemies of one another ; and have

never ceased, since the ruin of the Babylonian empire, to

disfigure the face of the World, to harrass it with misery,

or overwhelm it with destruction. The greatest crimes are

committed by it's sovereignty over us ; crimes, which the

heart in a different situation would shun with abhorrence

:

and if this wise, or that good man be influenced by passion-

ate deception, it is a sufticient ground for believing, that he

labours under great errour. Even war, or the infliction of

deatli, violent or lingering wounds, misery, poverty, univer-

sal diiitiess, and absolute ruin, is supposed by the passions
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to be the cause of our country, and of policy and justice,

when it is altogether the reverse : and the statesman must

here be first deceived, and afterward the people, and they

must both alike experience the \iolence of the passions ; un-

less that these are naturally the strongest at their sources,

more so in the cabinet, than in the coflfee-house or smoking-

room. Hence we are rendered no better politicians by ex-

perience ; because these tumultuous powers listen only to the

present object, which operates upon them : and as they are

now more enraged in consequence of the French Revolution,

than they have been known to be in numerous preceding

wars, so the policy, or the ground of the war we cari^ on

at present, is in proportion more questionable. It was the

passion, and not the wisdom of Europe, that led the differ-

ent nations of this continent to conspire or confederate

against the French Revolution : and it was the continuance

of the impression, that made the late peace in this country in

fact a war of passion against the ruler of the French, and

impossible to be cordial or durable, if man be so much subser-

vient to his passions as is alleged. The influence of the pas-

sions must have operated even upon the opinions of parlia-

ment, in approving the present war, if wisdom, age, and ex-

perience might be trusted in the duke of Richmond, and the

marquis of Lansdown ; who declared, as their cool and de-

liberate sentiments, that there did not exist sufficient motives

for engaging in the war : or, if ^Ir. Fox's impressive speech

on the same subject produced perfect conviction of it's truth

on dispassionate and intelligent minds. Nay, in all pro-

bability, it was passionate deception that laid those papers

before parliament, which, no doubt, history Mill say rather

justified the continuance of peace, than the adoption of war ;

that made us gee, as it were by magic, the ports of our ene-

mies at that time filled with military preparations, and ves-

sels of war, which Europe believes did not exist ; and led
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a person high in office to assert in parliament, that, if the

war liad not taken place, the French would have landed,

before three weeks after the period of it's commencement, an

army sufficient to have conquered the kingdom. Passionate

deception induces us, on one hand, like the Knight of la

Mancha, to combat with undertakings, which like the elements

bid defiance to our strength ; on the other, to approve of in-

substantial and even juvenile projects, as the proper means

of national aggrandizement and felicity. It causes us to look

upon and consider inapplicable precedents, history, the va-

rious fascinations of literature and eloquence, future inten-

tions, calculations, war, conquest, taxes, name and preten-

sions, partial riches, and external show, to be the real gran-

deur and flourishing state of a nation, to be the trophies of

it's greatness, the triumph of wisdom and talents, and the

source of affluence and prosperity.
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APPENDIX,

No. III.

BEING AX EXTR-\CT FROJI THE WORK,

EKTITLED

ON EARTH PEACE,
GOOD WILL TOWARDS MEN.

HEADS OF PRINCIPLES,

As they constitute a system, suitable to affect and gratify the

mind, or excite what is well known under the name of

taste, and has above been explained at large.

1. The treating of any suitable subject under such points

of view, as show to the best advantage it's several parts, and

the whole ; due attention being paid to exhibit the whole

under one view, or, if the subject will not permit ttils in the

proper succession of it's several parts ; and a clear and un-

embarrassed arrangement being observed, both in the general

outlines, and in a just priority beiqg given to those things,

that ought not to be subsequent or posterior.

2. Tlie emplo}Tiient, as the subject and proper rules allow,

of all those means, which most happily excite pleasure

and the emotions
;

particularly, of the beautiful, the grand,

the sublime, the graceful, the pathetic, the droll ; the intro-

duction of such proofs, as may be permitted, of extraordi-

nary and masterly ability and proficiency, for instance, of

^hat are or may be called beauty of thought, delicacy of

discernment, tbe analogies of things opposite in their nature.
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unexpected discriminations in things e:ctreme!y similar or

corresponding, striking or uncommon features, and happy

incidents : and the omission, if truth permit, of what is in-

consistent with the pure and unadulterated principles of

taste.

S. Strict attention to the principles of concordancy, as

described under the general passion of attachment ; especially

in respect of harmony, proportion, arrangement, the coii-

nection of related objects, congruity, propriety, conformity

between the matter and the expression, the present state of

the mindj the nature of the subject, and the intention of

the performance.

4. The exhibition of the matter treated in the most pleas-

ing form or forms, and with the most impressive imagery,

which the subject permits, employing the fancy in the hap-

piest manner for this purpose.

5. The animation of the subject, so far as it allows; and

particularly by the powers of description, nanation, variety,

and novelty.

6. The giving of reality to the subject, so far as this can

be done with propriety, by means of passionate deception

explained m the first chapter ; by avoiding the appearance of

artifice ; by making life, character, and passion, with their

appropriate actions and sentiments, sufficiently prevalent, yet

not carrying them to excess or immoderation, &c.

7. The giving of adequate force or strength to the subject,

by means of due concentration, yet of sufficient and minute

display divested of whatever is trifling ; of powerfid combi_

nation, or succession ; of repetition ; of accumulation ; of

contrast ; of omissions that give energy, and of suspense that

creates interest ; of a tone properly preserved, and supporting

the less important parts ; of climax ; of whatever combines

force and embellishment, particularly of the figurative, when
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proper ; and of position, as favourable to the effects of dif-

ferent impressions.

8. Conformity to nature ; and assisting her in respect of

the imitation and description of her works, with the same

advantages, which are to be given to what may be called our

own compositions.

9. The just prevalence of knowledge, intelligence, and of

what is usefijl, in works of taste, as far as they are here ad-

missible.

10. While requisite attention should be paid to whatever

is interesting, while dignity should be justly supported, and

no degradation or vulgarity permitted ; the necessity and ad-

vantage of due relaxation, pauses, preparation, ease, simpli-

city, and perspicuity.

11. T!ie giving of the subject all the requisite advantages

of decoration and ornament.

12. Tlie causing of the medium, such as language or co-

lours, that represents or communicates the subject, happily

to express or improve tlie sense, to be always correct, and

to possess real and proper beauties of it's own : and the em-

ployment of it with due regard to perspicuity, elaborateness,

dignity, elevation, simplicity, elegance, and amenity, and so

as to conceal the efforts of art, or prevent the recoilection of

the artificial medium employed on the occasion.
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APPENDIX,

No. IV.

This daj zsere published the following zsorks,

BY DR. EDWARDS,

AUTHOR OF THE INCOME OR PROPERTY TAX.

I. IN one volume 8vo, price Q%., On Earth Peace^

Good Will tozcards Men: or, the Civil, Political, and
Religious Means of establishing the kingdom of God
on Earth, as fully contained and confirmed in the Scrip-

ture Prophecies ; in which are comprised the proper prac-

tical measures for redressing public affairs, uniting all parties,

and bestowing permanent peace, prosperity, and happiness,

on Great Britain, and all nations.

II. In three volumes 8vo, price ll. 7s., The National
Improvements of the British Empire; or an at-

tempt to rectify public affairs ; exhibiting the present state

of the British Fisheries, the Highlands of Scotland, Ijeland,

the East and West Indies, and Great Britain, including it's

Police, Finances, Politics, Agriculture, Industry, and in-

terests in general ; zcith the requisite plans for the advance-

ment of these several important objects, and for establishing

permanent peace.
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