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M Minifterial Influence,
"9

^ Unconftitutional.

WHoever confiders the forcfe of ha-'

bit, either in a phyfical or mo-

ral fenfe, will not be furprized at thd

extreme pertinacity, with which old

fyftems and opinions are adhered to ;

cuflom exercifes fo fevere a tyranny o'er

the minds of men, that many principles

and practices, big with mifchief and

abfurdity, are at length patiently fub-

mitted to, which had they been at firf!

propofed in their naked and undifguifed

deformity, would have excited the

jafleft indignation and abhorrence.—

i

The greateft abufes, into which man*

kind have fallen, have filently and ira-^

B per-*
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perceptibly dole upon the world ; and

cuftom, that lethargy of the foul, has

almofl irrecoverably chained men to

thofe abufes, which vice and indolence

firfl introduced.

Perhaps no tafk is more ungrateful

or more difficult than to difpute receiv-

ed opinions : vanity and intereft are in-

ftantly alarmed, and indolence and timi-

dity (li udder at the apprehenfion of

novelty.—Hence it is that fchemes of

reformation are ufually treated with ne-

glefl and deriiion j and fhould even the

propofer, by the native light of truth

be able to convince the underftanding,

he will feldoni enjoy that rare felicity

of having determined the will. He
will, for the moft part, be obliged to

take flicker in confcious virtue, from

the florms of power and intereft, the

fneer of folly, and the contempt of ig-

norance, and confole himfelf by the

purity of his intentions for the ill fuccefs

pf his reprefentations-.

Truths
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truths would you teach, orfave aJinHng land^

Allfear, none aidyou, andfew under/land.

A voluptuous people are always averfc

to the fatigue of thinking ; with fuch it

is a fufficient reafon why any fyfteni

fhould be continued, merely becaufe it

is eftabliflied. They do not fo much

mean ill, as, to fpeak properly, have no

meaning at all, and become the bub-

bles of thofe who have worfe defigns,

and the dupes of their own moderation.

Sordid, narrow fpirits are frightened at

every fliadow of difficulty. Every thing

is indeed impoffible to him, who con-

fiders it as fuch ; but would men once

fet about what is evidently pradicable

for them, they would foon find thofe

imaginary obflacles to be the mere

fpedtres of terror and ignorance.

They who are incapable of extend-

ing their views, always defire to prefervc

things in their old channel ; not conii-

dering that by a tacit acquiefcence, wc

conceal the fecret and gradual advances

B 2 of
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of evil, and obftrucl the necef!ary re-

medy, till the difeafe becomes incu-

rable.-=—Such as find their account in

the continuation of any fyftem, however

pernicious, will neceffarily exert all

that keenefs of fpirit, which private

interefl infpires, to ridicule and depre-

ciate all efforts towards reformation.

We have thought it thus neceflary to

lay before the reader, the difficulties

arifing from habit and prejudice, from

intereft and vanity, from luxury and

indolence, with an intention to preferve

his mind unbiafled, as far as may be,

in the difcuffion of our prefent queflion,

being ailured, that we have much more

to fear from prejudice than argument in

the examin:ition of the point before u§,

Notwithftanding the many difcou-

ragements abovementioned, no virtuous

citizen can behold with indifference a

pernicious fyftem of adminiftration.

—

He may perhaps be able to mitigate

that
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that evil, he cannot remove, and by a

feafonable reprefentation excite the vi-

gilance of his country to guard againft

the ruinous confequences of a pernici-

ous polity. The conducing ofgo'vern-

ment by means of a miiiifierial majority

in parliament^ has been fo long the prac-

tice, that it is at length become the

leading political idea of this country.

—

The fyftem is openly acknowledged,

its necefiity and expediency maintained

and vindicated, and v^^hole legions of

officers ready to die in defence of it.-

—

So confecrated is this Idol in the Imagi-

nation of its votaries, that, in the lan-

guage of Dryden, they are,

. in defence of itj as bold.

As if it had been born of beaten gold.

Though we can by no means

aeree with the advocates for minifterl-

al dependence, that a fyftem of corrup-

tion is neceffary to the fubfiflence of go-

vernment, we (hall however freely ac-

I know-
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knowledge, that it Is too frequently nc-

cefTary to their own fubfijlence,—We
fhall not refufe them all reafonable

compaflion, providing they do not ex-

pe6t our concurrence.— An implicit

fubmiffion to a minifter, and that too

from the vileft motives, is an idea much

fitter for a Turkifh divan than a free

people.

There can be no flronger argument

urged again ft fo fcandalous a practice,

than to obferve the baneful influence

it has, on the morals and principles of

its abettors.—-Their condudl too plain-

ly fliews, that the direcfl tendency of

their fyftem, is to pervert the under-

ftanding and pollute the confcience j—

>

for perverted and debafed they muft be,

when perfons become fo far lofl to ho-

nour and virtue, as to avow the necef-

fity of corruption.—

To judge of things by their

fruits
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fruits and effecfls has been al-

ways deemed the beft criterion. A
fenfe of fhame feldom furvives a

fenfe of virtue. Our adverfaries by the

fhamelefs avowal of corruption, have

expofed in the moft glaring colours the

ill efFed:s of fo infamous a pofition.—

A pofition fo repugnant to the natu-

ral {cnfQ of mankind, the abfurdity of

which is fo felf- evident, that were it

not for the alarming reception it has

met with unaccountably among all

ranks of people, we (liould fland in

great need of the reader's indulgence

for prefuming to detain him with any

arguments in order to refute it. It

will be readily granted that a parlia-

mentary dependence on the miniiler,

is an idea quite foreign to our conftitu-

tion, and confequently not necefTary to

its well-being 5 for no meafure can be

requifite to the fubhftence of any

feheme of polity, with which it has

no natural connexion. Our anceftors

who
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v/lio with fuch pains and induflry

gradually formed our excellent confti-

tution, never' once imagined that they

had devifed an imperfed; and impradti-

cable fyftem of government; for imper-

fect in the higheft degree muft that

polity be accounted, which cannot be

adminiftered without venality and cor-

ruption.- Means thefe fo infamous

that they are incompatible with the ve-

ry idea of liberty, and confequently

deflrudlive of our conftitution ; the

forms of which may indeed be pre-

ferved, but fliould fuch maxims pre-

vail, the fpirit and power of it muftbc

extinguifhed. The vigour of our con-

ftitution refults from the mutual inde-

pendency of the parts, without which

the ballance is deftroyed.—Should a

parliament unhappily be feduced fo far,

as merely to eccho the voice of a mi-

nifler, the life of the conftitution is

that moment extlnguilhed. The mini-

fier would then become king dcjaBo\

and
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and the form of the conftitutlon would,

like many other forms, ferve only to

amufe and pacify the people.

Here I mud obferve, that by cor-

rupting the virtue of parliament, liber-

ty is more efFe(ftually endangered, than

by an open and avowed abufe of pow-

er; for in the firfl fuppofition it is dif-

armed, and poifoned in its very fource,

the principles and manners of its natu-

ral guardians relaxed and enervated,

wiiereas in the fecond, public fpirit is

dlarmed, and the means and neceflity

of oppoiition more obvious and pra(51:i'

cable.—-Corruption never made a ne-

ceffary part in any fyflem of govern-

ment. Where the prince is abfolute,

fuch an expedient is ufelefs, and every

reader muft know, that it has ever been

the banc and deftruc'^ion of free ftates.

——Corruption never yet entered into

the plan of any legillator, and has al-

ways been deemed fo infamaus, that

C it
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it has been the principal concern of all

law-givers to exclude and guard againft

it.

Whatever tends to deftroy confci-

ence and honefty, muft necefTarily un-

dermine government,whofe foundations,

to be folid, mufl be laid in private vir-

tue and public fpirit. •

The great imperfecftion of all hu*

man governments confifts in this, that

they cannot eafily create fufficient virtue

to execute the lav^s.

A {late may make many wife and

ufeful ordinances, but they cannot

have their defigned effed:, Unlefs

there is fufficient virtue to give

them due execution,^ A power

muft be truftcd with men, which is ne-

cefTarily delegated through a chain of

fubordinate officers, who unlefs re-

ftrained by principle, will fell that

power.
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power.—Is it not then evident, that

to influence by money or other gratifi-

cations, has a dired: tendency to in-

flame the evil, to which all ftates are

liable, and which all law-givers have

been eminently iludious to prevent ?

So very oppofite is corruption to the

idea of all good government, that it is

acknowledged by all political writers,

that whenever the legiflatlve part of

any government, becomes more cor-

rupt than the executive, the conditu-

tion muft nece/Tarily be deftroyed.-—

Much more might be added, in the

way of general argument, to expofe

the evil and abfurdity of fo fcandalous

an expedient} but it is needlefs to ac-

cumulate evidence on fo plain a point :

and as nobody ever yet attempted to

prove the neceffity of corruption a pri-

ori ; I ^all conclude the reader fatif-

fied with what has been faid in a fum-

mary way, and proceed to lay before

him fuch obfervations as are intimately

C 2 con-
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connecfted with the fubjed of thefe

fheets.

It were perhaps a matter of too deli-

cate enquiry to trace minutely the ori-

gin and progrefs of parhamentary vena-

lity among ourfelves : the practice is

not of very ancient date, and took its

rife in a very inglorious reign.—Its be-

ginnings were rude and feeble, and

fcarcely perceptible till the latter times

of James the Firfl; -, nor was the pro-

grefs confiderable till the worft times

of Charles the Second.—However even

then its operation was partial and inter-

mitting, and not a ftated regular engine

of government.—The times are very

jecent, in which corruption was digefl-

cd into a compleat fyftcm, and became

the corner ftone of the political fabric.

—There are now living feme who

have beheld the rapid and general pro-

grefs of this odious principle; but it is

to be feared, have lived long enough,

to
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to have feen it infeft not only the no-

bler parts, but, like blood in the ani-

mal, to pervade even the minuteft ca-

pillary in the body politic. -That a

minifter (hould be tempted to employ

fo vile an expedient, is not to be won-

dered at in the prefent depravity of

man : a thlrft of povv'er, that predo-

minant paffion of the foul, may eafily

induce him to employ any means to

preferve and extend that power, againll

all oppofition. But that a prince (hould

ever confult to rule by fuch an expedi-

ent, to the diminution of his honour

and juft authority, is a matter not fo

eafily accounted for.—The truth is,

no prince ever abetted a fyftem of ve-

nality, but from extreme perfonal

weaknefs, cr becaufe he purfued in

fome points an interefb feparate from

that of his people.-—As no man in pri-

vate life ever thought it neceffary to

bribe another to induce that perfon to

purfue his own intereft, how fhould a

prince
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prince think it neceilary to bribe a na-

tion to purfue theirs ? A minifter indeed

who knows that corruption is the only

expedient to maintain his own power,

will naturally endeavour to perfuade

the prince, that it is the only expedient

of government. But the prince mufl

be as weak, as the other is wicked, to

believe him. A minifter, who ads in

this manner, in effed makes this mo-

deft demand Sire, permit me to

employ your power, in order to make you

my prifoner Jor the purpofes of my own

ambitioji. Nor would this be an ima-

ginary afcendant acquired over the

prince by the minifter.—He would not

fail upon proper occafions to endeavour

to intimidate him, by rattling the chains

of a minifterial majority.

The main drift of this pamphlet, is

to (hew (without any application to

times or perfons) that a prince of fenfe

and virtue, who would make himfelf

ac-



acquainted with bufinefs and with the

charadters of men, and who invariably

purfued the interefts of his people,

would never have occafion to purchafe

the mercenary concurrence of parlia-

ment thro' the channel of a minifter,

but would meet with as little con-

tradidion in effe(5t as the Grand

Seignor.

To confirm this obfervation by fa(fl

and experience, it may be proper to look

back to the times of Elizabeth. Her

perfonal charad:er was ftained with

many vices, and her life full of moral

depravity; but the imperfedtions of the

woman were obliterated to the public

eye in the great qualities of the queen.

—

From a general convi(5tion ofher fincere

endeavours to promote the public good,

(he met with the mofl perfeft concur-

rence in all her meafures. The nation

was fenfible,that (lie purfued their com-

mon interefl:, and repaid her parental

care
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care with a filial afFe(ftIon.—Thus merlN

ing and acquiring the unfeigned love of

her people, fhe kept her minifters In a

due flate of dependence, and did not pur-

ehafe the acquiefcence of the reprefen-

tativ^es of the nation, thro' the favours of

a minifter, but by the folid fupport of

national affection, defended herfelf from

the infolence of her own fervants, as

well as from the rage of her foreign and

domeftic enemies. Perfonal Imper-

fe(5tions,efpecially in princes, are always

forgiven to public virtue ; but if to the

virtues of the man you fuppofe added

the great qualities of a king, the union

is irrefiftible. A people under the happy

government of fuch a prince, would

refemble a great army, ready to under-

take any thing under the aufpices of a

general who had deferved their confi-

dence.—Nay ?» zeal for the nation's ho-

nour has been often fufficient to palliate

in fome degree charadtersof thegreateft

depravation. Cromwell, tho* an

ufurper,;
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ufurper, was a man of fenfe, and well

underftood the force of this principle :

after having triumph'd over his adver-

faries in the field, he dazzled the nation

with the fplendor of his foreign politics.

Popularity muft be founded on afFec-

tion and efteem, and a prince who
merits that efteem, cannot fail of being

popular, and would be refufed nothing

by the parhamcnt, becaufe he would

afk nothing, that he would be refufed

by the people.

Few people can {bare in the favours

and gratifications of the crown, but all

may enjoy the blefling of being well

governed 5 and it is not conceivable

that a vaft majority of a free people

would ever fufter the good intentions of

the prince to be fruftrated by the in-

folent faaion of a minifter. Suppofing

merely for the fake of argument, that

men could be found' infamous enough

D to
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to attempt the obftrudion of a good

government, what fuccefs could fuch

wretches promife themfelves againft the

great body and general intereft of a

nation? Even the creatures of a

minifter might well fhudder at the

thoughts of oppofing the righteous pur-

pofes of a prince, feconded by the voice

of his people.

A prince, v/ho confcious of his In-

tegrity can appeal with confidence to

his people, and has one common in-

tereft with them, has nothing to fear

from the interefted oppofition of a few

particulars. Suppofing even (what can

never be fuppofed of a Britifli parlia-

ment) that a majority of the reprefen-

tatives of the people was attached to

fome faftious leader 5 a prince in this

cafe, might order a»new reprefentation

of his fubjeds, and the people duly in-

formed, and e deeming their fovereign,

as is fuppofed, would not fail to fend

him
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him fuch as would more faithfully re-

prefent them than the former had done.

I have here fuppofed the greateft diffi-

culty poffible, which indeed is moft

unlikely to happen -, for let a prince

withdraw his favour from an unworthy

fervant, and his power falls to the

ground : for can we fuppofe that a

great body of men, tho' under fome

private obligations, would choofe to fa-

.crifice their reputation, favour of their

prince, and even their moft folid inte-

refls, to the chimerical hopes of fup-

porting a minifler who had defervedly

incurred the refentment both of prince

and people.—- Evidently impoffible.

• Let a prince by his conducSt take

care to deferve well of thofe without

doors, and he h.^s nothing to fear from

within.

The main body of a nation, vi'Ith

whom power is ultimately lodged in

every community, can have no other

D 2 in-
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intereft but that of good government,

and their affeflion will always prove the

moft folid fupport of the authority of

the prince. The great body of a

people when they fee their general in-

terefl provided for, are very indifferent

as to the hands, in which the prince

may think proper to place his authority.

—They will not prefume to di(5late to

him the choice of his fervants, but,

happy if the public is well ferved, they

will freely leave to him, as is their

duty, the choice of the inftruments.-—

«

They will not contend for the parti-

cular interefls of this or that family,

but for the general good of the com-

munity, that great family, of which

they confider the king as the common

father.

A Brltifh fovereign at the head of the

freeft people on earth, may derive from

hhnfelf all the authority and power re-

quifite to his own and the nation's hap-

pinefs.
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pinefs, and has no occafion to lean on

the brokeii reeds of mercenary attach-

ment.

Nothing but national profperlty can

be a national cbjed:, and confequently a

good prince may depend on national

concurrence for purpofes truly national.

If power is ultimately lodged with

the majority of every people, and if it

is their obvious and acknowledged in-

tereffc to be wifely and virtuouily go-

verned, it is impoflible that the prince

fhould not be always ftrengthened with

fufficient power to give his good inten-

tions the amplefl execution.

The people who by their reprefenta-

tives make a third part in the legifla-

ture, have a right to be informed, and

\yill judge concerning public affairs j and

however unqualify 'd they may be

deemed
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deemed to difcufs foreign politics, they

are not fuch incompetent judges, as

fome afFed to fuppofe, of the internal

adminiftration.

The efiedts of a wife ad miniftration

in the peace, induftry, trade and morals

of the fociety, are too confpicuous not

to engage the attention, and too bene-

ficial not to conciliate the affediions of

the governed.—It is impoffible the

great body of the nation fhould ever be

miflaken concerning the virtue and

vigor of the admini ftration, nor could

the rage and calumny of difappointed

fadlion ever induce people to relin-

quifh their own proper experience.

In vain would a fpirit of fadion ever

hope to contend Vv^ith the legal autho-

rity of the crown j and tho' oppofition

from juft motives, may and has ex-

ceeded its proper bounds, yet perhaps

our
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our hiftory does not furnifh a fingle in-

flance, where the crown has luffered

from an oppofitlon originally ill-found-

ed.

It is fo much the natural Inclination,

as w^ell as interefl of all people to live

well with the fovereign, that nothing

can difcurb that harmony, but the moft

notorious and cruel provocation : much

lefs could the contemptible refentments

of a few individuals, whofe difgracc

might be confidered as a national bene-

fit, ever warp the affeiftion, or diminish

the juft confidence of the people in

their fovereign.

The truth is, all ranks of men fufE-

ciently refpe^t the authority of the

crown.—What a misfortune would it

be, fhould the crown alone be infenfible

of its own authority, and be induced to

govern by weak and vrretched expe-
*

dients.
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dients, inftead of the nobler means of

national affedlion and public fpirit

!

The conftitutional power of the

crown is abundantly fufficient to anfwer

all purpofes, for which power ought

to be truftedj or can honeftly be delired.

—Should we even fuppofe a confider-

able fhare of that authority devolved

on a minifter, and by him exercifed

for bad ends, through worfe means, a

fmall acquaintance with modern hiftory

may enable us to judge of the weight

and influence of luch a minifter. If

falfe maxims of government can operate

thus powerfully, what might not rea-

fonably be expected from the true ?

Great and irrefiftibie would be the ef-

forts of that people, whofe prince was

the common center of their union,

which every prince may infallibly be,

provided he is fenfible of his own au-

thority, and purfues the true ends of

ojovern-
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government.—It was the advice of that

able ftatefman, Sir William Temple, to

Charles the Second, to be the king of his

people ^ with whofe afFedions, he af-

fured him, he might compafs every

thing he widaed, but without them

could do nothing.—The hiftory of that

prince is well known 3 as he abandoned

the interefts, fo he defervedly loft the

afFed:ions of his fubjedls.

It may be proper in this place, to

take notice of fome of the moft po-

pular obje(5tions that have been made to

the dodlrine we inculcate, which are

indeed more formidable by their pre-

fcription, than the folidity of their ar-

guments.

I. It has been faid, that it is very ha-

zardous to attempt any alteration, in

conducing the machine of government,

and that matters have gone on tolerably

well on the old fyftem, and that new

experiments may be dangerous. To
which I anfwer, that the machine

E of
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of governmentjlike other machines, un-

lefs its rprings be feafonably cleanfed

and repaired, may very probably flop,

and that due purgations m.ay be as ne-

cefTary to the pohtical as the animal

body. That the fyftem we recom-

mend, ought not to be conlidered as an

alteration, but as a reftoration of affairs

to their prifline and natural {late, to

their original principles, from which all

ftates, from their neceffary impcrfe6lion

will naturally deviate. A government

condudled by corruption, is in as unna-

tural a ftate, as a branch drawn by force

from its natural podtion.— Becaufe it is

impoffible to exclude all imperfedtion

from any fyflem of government, fome

iinifter perfons would endeavour to per-

fuade us, that even the greateft abufes

were neceffary and unavoidable.—I can

compare thefe perfons to none more

properly, than to fuch who charge their

own voluntary and acquired depravity

on



[ 27 ]

on the original frailty of their natures.

But as man in the one cafe, though

naturally imperfed:, is not neceffarily

profligate, fo in the other, though go-

vernment muft naturally be liable to

fome abufe, yet it may very eafily be fo

conducfted as to anfwer very fufiiciently

its moll: importent ends and ufes.—The

objection I have cited, might be equally

apply'd to fuperfede the reformation ot

any other abufe vvhatfoever.—Had the

fame abfurd and timid idea prevailed

with our anceflors, we had flill perhaps

groaned under the fevere bondage of ty-

ranny and fuperilition. Thofe who
think they find an intereft in the con-

tinuation of abufe, will naturally be ene-

mies to reformation ; but furelv it is

trifling with the common fenfe of man-

kind to alledge, that it is prudent to

fubmit to abufe, becaufe reformatiom

may be irkfome; that things are not

bad, becaufe we may be able to con-

E 2 ceive
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ceive worfej or that the intereft of a

few flaves is to be prefered to the vaft

majority of a free people.

2. It is further objeded, that luxury,

and the love of money, has taken fuch

eflablidied hold of the minds of men,

that it is in vain to expedl their con-

currence, unlefs their private intcrefts

are gratifyed.

I fhall firft obferve, that all this is

mere affertion, and downright begging

the queftion, incapable of being fup-

ported, either by argument or expe-

rience. Thefuppofitionis indeed fo very

difhonourable, that it ought not to be

mentioned, but merely with a view to

expofe it. Men are not fo corrupt and

ignorant, as to refufe due concurrence

to meafures plainly calculated for the

intereft of themfelves and their pofteri-

tv, and a good prince would propofe

no other. - -No man, to fpeak properly,

has an intereft diftin(5l from the com-

mon-
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monwealth, as no prince can be truly

faid to have an intereft different from

his people.—Every man is, moft fub-

flantially benefited both as to his own

intereft, and that of his poflerity, when

the community is befh ferved.—No
man can be ignorant of this, and if a

few individuals could be found fo def-

perate, as to difregard this truth, it is

impoflible that the majority of an auguft

body, the deputies of the people, the

eyes of the conftituents upon them., and

liable to be difTolved at the king's plea-

fure, ever (hould ; and we may fafely

venture to appeal to experience, whe-

ther the falutary propofals of the prince

have not almoft always found the de-

iired concurrence. Some little delays

may happen, and prejudices for a time

intervene ; but truth at the lafl: forces

its way, and no groundlefs oppofition

can be durable or lafting. To adhere

to the fadion of a minifter, to the pre-

judice
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judice of the honour, Hbcrty, and hap-

pinefs of the community, is an idea

only fit for Cappadociansj—impoffible

one (hould think to be conceived among

a free people.-—Befides it may be argued

from the very topic of private intereft,

how unavailing the factious oppofition

of a minifler muft necefTarily be.—

-

It is to the power, and not to the perfon

of a minifter that men are attached.—

Remove the power, and the cement of

minifterlal confederacy is immediately

difTolved.—Confiderations merely per-

fonal, would even be fufficient to deter

men from embarking in unprofitable

oppofition.

May we not fuppofe, that many per-

fons, though under private obligation

to a minifter, would by no means hold

themfelves obliged to an undiilinguifli-

ing complaifance for every meafure he

might think proper to embrace ? No
doubt
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doubt there are many fuch, and even

they who heretofore knew no other

principle, than the defire of getting/

would, upon a change of Qrcumftances

be no lefs influenced by the fear of

lofing.—Let private intereft be fup-

pofed to have its utmofl weight, might

not the prince with much more efficacy

turn that fpring of a<ftion to the fup-

port of good government, than a mi-

nifter c::uld to uphold the fyftem of

his own ambition ? Might not the prince

confer as many favours among his par-

liament as a minifcer, and that too with

lef? jealoufy, as he could have no reafon-

able motives of preference, but merit

and capacity ?

" Not that a wife and able prince

would need or require an undue com-
plaifance in parliament, as the proper

return for his bounty, or make his fa-

vour the price of honour and con-

fcience
;



I 32 ]

fclence ; but conferring his graces with

due difcernment, whilft he benefited

the publick eflentially, he would like-

wife ftrengthen his hands by many per-

fonal obligations."

Mufl gratitude be fuppofed lefs fer-

vent for the honourable favour of the

crown, than for the precarious and in-

terefted , bounty of a minifter ? A fo-

vereign difpenfing his favours with due

difcernment, would thereby make both

publick fpirit and private intereft co-

operate in his adminiftration, and thofe

who were not partakers of the particu-

lar bounty of the crown, would in a na-

tional fenfe be benfitcd by the fervices

done to the community.

Private intereft might indeed be pro-

moted by thwarting the corrupt fyftem

of a minifter, but would meet with cer-

tain difgrace and difappointment by a

peeviHi
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peeviQi and groundlefs oppofitlon to the

falutary meafures of the crown.

The true and infallible expedient for a

prince to be efFe(5tually fupported, is to

regulate his condu(ft by the uncorrupted

fufFrages of his people.

Should a few individuals be inclined

to abufe their power and fell their fuf-

frages, yet no purchafer'could be found

againft the declared fenfe and refolution

of the crown.—An uncorrupted parlia-

ment muft neceffarily fecond the laud-

able intentions of the fovereign j they

will furely attend to their own interefts,

which they muft know to be infepa-

rably conne(fled with thofe of the com-

munity.—It is plain that private intereft,

fo far from being ferved, would in this

cafe be certainly ruined by fadlious con-

tumacy.

If any (hould be found profligate

enough, contrary to all affignable mo-

F tives
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tives of adlon, to perfevere in wilful!

oppofition, it would be the evident /;/-

terejl as well as duty of the others to

blafl: and fligmatize their malicious pur-

pofes.

3. It is farther objeded, that a mini-

fter by a long polTefTion of power and

diftribution of favours, may have creat-

ed fuch a fyftem of dependance, as to

render it almoft impoffible to tranfa<5t

public bufinefs without his concurrence.

This is the great difficulty with

which the advocates for corruption

would endeavour to frighten us, but

will appear upon enquiry to be altoge-

ther chimerical, deftitute of foundation

either in reafon or truth.

As there can be no motive for abet-

ting the caufe of a minifter, but a fel-

fifh private intereft, when no more re-

compence could be expefled, the at-

tach-
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tachment would ceafeof courfe.—It fol-

lows then, that this laft objection of mi-

nifterial aiTocIation, may be refolved in-

to the preceding one, of private inte-

reft, and the reafoning upon that head

equally applicable to the point under

confideration.—The reader muft ob-

ferve, that when a minifter is entrufled

with great power, that it is not to the

man, but to his authority that incenfe

is paid.—They muft be very fhallow

politicians, who don't know that it is

the prefent divinity ^ that is always wor-

fhiped.—The fervile tools of power, are

of all others the moft incapable offriend-

fhip; and as to gratitude they can make

no pretence, for that fuppofesconfcience

:

Nullafides unquam iniferos rejpexitamicos.

— It were abfurd to the laft degree

to fuppofe that a prince could be

diftreffed, merely becaufe he vindicated

his ownjuft authority, and relied on the

voluntary afFedtions of his fubjeds.

F 2 With
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With what fuccefs could any perfon

hope to embarrafs the fovereign,'for do-

ing the moft popular and acceptable

fervice to the whole nation ? For what

can be conceived more popular, than

to extirpate the vile brood of corruption,

and to be in reality the king of his

people ? But the truth is, in confuting

this pretended difficulty, we are fight-

ing a creature of the imagination.—The

cafe fuppofed, can never exifl: in fa(fl,

for no man, who ever enjoyed power,

can be fo ignorant of its effedls, as to

fuppofe he could retain his influence,

after he had loft his authority.

No man could be found abfurd enough

to expofe himfelf by fuch an attempt,

nor does our hiftory afford a fingle in-

ilance of an obnoxious and difgraced

minifter ever making, or everi attempt-

ing an obilrufticn to public bufi-

nefs.

Wc
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We all know, that even delegated

power, odioully adminiftered, has met

with wonderfull reverence; how then

fliould not fupreme authority in the

firft inftance, wifely and honourably

exerted, confound all oppofition, could

any be fuppofed ? 1 have now dif-

tindtly confidered all the objedions

whofe plaufibility gives them the leafl

pretence to be examined Others I

have heard of, but they are fo filly and

frivolous, that they would be fcarcely

pardonable in the mouth of a pretty wo-
man penfioned by a minifler, and could

be admitted with no propriety into feri-

ous debate.

What honour and happinefs might

not that prince juflly promife to

himfelf and his people, whofe ex-

ample pointed the way to virtue,

and whofe favour infeparably attend-

ed merit ?

A Grand-
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A Grand-vizIr adminiftration is al-

ways odious to the reft of the fub-

je(fts, who fee their effential interefts

facrificed to maintain a deteftable

fyftem of minifterial bondage.

A prince fhould carefully diftin-

guifti between oppofition to a cor-

rupt minifter, and oppofition to le-

gal government : — the latter is an

idea only for madmen ; abfurd in fpe-

culation, impoffible in practice.—Ne-
ver may a prince be unhappily per-

fuaded by a profligate fervant, that

an honeft adminiftration is an imprac-

ticable fyftem I

Nothing fo eafy, fo natural, fo be-

neficial.

The great body of the nation would

cfFecftually fupport it, and even the ve-

terans of corruption would be afham-

cd to lift up their voice againft it.

—

From
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From what topics would it be pof-

Hble to evince its impradicability ?

—Not from intereft, for it is the ac-

knowledged interefl: of all to be well

governed :—not from honour, for ve-

nality can end in nothing, but weak-

nefs and difhonour : — not from ha-

bit or ignorance, for the great body of

the nation has perpetually exclaimed

againft corruption.—It is demonftrable,

there is fufficient power, and we truft

there will not be wanting virtue and

fpirit fufficient to eftablifh govemment

upon its legal, natural and folid founda-

tions.

Great and innumerable are the evils

which enfue, when corruption becomes

the governing principle ofa ftate.—It Is

neceifarlly attended with an univerfal

depravation of morals, the feverefl evil

that can befall any nation.—-If ilates

arc
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are happy in proportion as they are vir-

tuous, it is evident that a fyftem of ve-

nality muft equally poifon their happi-

nefs and weaken their power.—Cor-

ruption manifeftly deftroys that gene-

rous emulation, that fenfe of honour

and virtue, which is the fource of all

great and heroical atchievements.

Little could be expedled from that

people, where money was confidered

as the only meafure of efteem.—Vice,

luxury, extravagance and imbecillity

would form the national complexion—

As individuals will necelTarily attend to

what they conceive to be their intereft,

it has been the objedl of all wife govern-

ments, to make public virtue as much

as poffible the road to private happi-

nefs i but corruption tends to difunite

thefe principles, which good policy

fhould conne(ft as clofe as poflible.

Thofe whofe minds are debafed by

the fordid principle of felf-indulgence,

3 will
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will make all conflderations center in

themfelves.—With fuch their country

will be confidered as an objedt of

plunder, not of regard.—Infatiable in

their deiires, they will be little delicate

in the means of gratification, and be

ready to facrifice all honourable confl-

derations to the mean purpofes of their

own ilhberality.

It would be the moilimpudent effron-

tery for any perfon to pretend to ferve a

nation, and at the fame time to corrupt

its virtue, and render the love of money

predominant, which is affirmed by the

higheil authority, to he the root of all

eviL

'Tis the very empiricifm ofpolitics to

imagine that the love of money could

fupply the defedts of virtue, ability and

public fpirit.—Money can only be

coveted on the motives of avarice and

luxury, than which no better expedi-

G ents
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ents could be found, to debafe the mind

or debilitate the body. The effects of

corruption muft ever be as infamous as

the caufe, and the neceflary connexion

between caufes and confeqcences mufl

be dlfTolved, before national honour and

happinefs could be derived from fo im-

pure a fountain. As a fyflem of cor-

ruption deilroys the morals, it fheds

likewife the moft pernicious influence

on the genius and literature of a nation.

If talents of every kind are in a good

meafure cultivated in proportion to the

efteem in which they are held, and

the Intereft annexed to thofe purfults,

how difcouraging to genius mufl a

fyflem of venality be, that knows no

other merit but that of voting ! What

eflcem or what encouragement could

the fons of fcience hope to receive from

a rapacious and money-loving people \

Neither virtue or capacity would be

CQnfidered as the road to diflindion and

emoluy
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emolument, but eledlon—power and

fervile proftitution.—Men of a liberal

turn would difdain to be employed in

the vile drudgery of corruption, and

folly and infamy would (hun the torch

of letters. Men would naturally de-

cline purfuits which they knew to be

unprofitable, and betake themfelves to

more thriving occupations.

Let it not be deemed an objection to

the inferences we have drawn, that a

nation, tho' much enervated by corrup-

tion and luxury, may be animated by a

minifter of probity and capacity, into a

temporary exertion of fpirit and ability.

This may very naturally happen, when

a nation is not arrived to the lafl: degree

of profligacy, and the public danger

preffing and immediate. The objed:i-

on proves nothing againll: fhe natural

bad confequences of corruption, but on

G 2 the
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the contrary difplays them in the

ftrongeft colours.—The recovery here

fuppofed is effected by patriotifm and

public fpirit, and fhews the neceflity of

recurring to the true maxims of govern-

ment. If the banefull influences of

venahty had not in fome degree been

countera(5led, the nation muft have

well nigh been undone. It v^^ill ftill

remain invariably true, that in propor-

tion as corruption prevails, the flrength

and vigour of a nation decline.

The recovery ofan abandoned people

under a wife and able adminiftration,

may ferve further to fhew, how much

it is in the power of governors to model

a nation. The political veiTel is no lefs

obedient to the fteerage, than the nauti-

cal.

A good government will always make

a good people.—A prince of ability

may always excite in his fubjecfts the

fame
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own mind. Men will not fail to culti-

vate thofe qualities, which the fovereign

is known to encourage and admire.

Regis adexemplum, would be one ofthe

mofl: fuccefsful methods of propagating

virtue.

The natural reverence for authority,

and the expeftation of notice and re-

compence, could not fail to attach

people to fuch principles and purfuits

as were recommended by the crown.

A fyflem of virtue and capacity, enforced

by the fupreme authority, would foon

be found an over-match for the mod

defperate efforts of the patrons of ve*

nality.

It may be proper here briefly to con-

(ider what would probably be the con-

dud: of a corrupt minifter, with whom
a prince fhould be unhappily induced to

lodge his authority. He would repre-

fent
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ient to the fovereign, as dlfcontentdd

with the eftablifhment, all thofe who

had courage and honefty fufficient to

oppofe his wretched adminiftration.—
That is in efFe6t, he would profcribe a

part of the nation, to furni(h himfelf

with means to govern the whole.—

•

Under the pretended neceflity of pro-

tecting the prince from imaginary

dangers, he would monopolize his au-

thority for the purpofes of his own

ambition.—Difcontent with meafures,

however well founded it might be,

he would not fail to conftrue into difaf-

fedtion, and would thence plead the

the necefiity of multiplying a pecu-

niary dependence on the crown, in or-

der to create a real dependance on

himfelf. The prince would be taught

to believe that he was furrounded with

his enemies, and that the creatures of

the minifler were the janizaries wh©

fupported the throne.

A cor-
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A corrupt minifler would avail hlm-

felf of the odium he excited, and make
it a pretence to enlarge his own autho-

rity.—Hence the plaulible pretext of
vaft fupplies, aud numerous forces, and

a multiphcation and fubdivifion of em-
ployments beyond the reach of compu-

tation.—It is even poffible that difcon-

tent from aggravated ill-ufage might

ripen into difaffedlion, and that perfons

from being confidered as enemies,

might really become fuchj all which

mifchief an equal and generous policy

might happily have prevented.

Under a corrupt and venal fyftem of

government, even the moft venerable

bodies might be afperfed and calumni-

ated, on the moll frivolous pretence

imasjinable. Was the favour of a

prince impartially extended to the de-

fert of all his fubjedts, the minifter

would
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would have lefs to beftow on the mi-

nions and parafites of his own power.

Should a prince have private inte-

refts and prediledlions that interfered

with the good of his people, (the only

affignable motive for not trufting a free

parliament) a corrupt minifter would

not fail to flatter thofe opinions, though

at the expence of the honour and wel-

fare of his country. Nay, he would

turn thofe unhappy prejudices of the

fovereign, to the furtherance of his

own ambition, and thereby create an

unnatural dependance of the prince

upon the minifter.—

•

When once a corrupt fervant of the

crown, gets pofTeffion of the power of

a flate, an ardent defire to continue and

extend that power, will drive him to

the moil fliameful and fcandalous ex-

pedients to maintain it.—A man who

ftickr^
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flicks at no meafures to acquire power,

will fcruple none to defend it.

A parliament, which is the mouth

of the people to reprefent their griev-

ances and opinions, might through cor-

ruption be made to fpeak the language

of a minifter, and vote dishonour to be

dignity, extravagance to be oeconomy,

vice and ignorance to be virtue and

capacity; in fliort, to out-vote the

common (enk, as well as feeling of the

community.—The wretched hirelings

would not confider that they were

bought with their own money, and

that for a prefent morfel they fold the

valuable inheritance of wealth, ho-

nour, and fecurity to themfelves and

their pofterity. It is very certain that

a nation might be reduced to the verge

of deftrucftion by a profligate minifler,

without any interruption of the ordina-

ry courfe of juftice, the internal tran-

quility, or the pleafurable amufements

II of
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of the people.—Nay, a corrupt mini-

fler would be forward to encourage

every mode of expenfive debauchery,

in order to render men indigent and

neceffitous, and confequently more de-

pendent on his bounty.—The reader's

patience would be exhaufled before a

detail of this labyrinth of iniquity could

be duly accomplifhedj let it fuffice to

fay, that the confequence of fuch a fyf-

temmuftbe vice, ignorance, rapine at

home ; diftrefs, contempt, imbecillity

abroad.

I cannot refufe myfelf the pleafure

of congratulating my country on the

pleafing profpedl of deliverance from

minifterial bondage, that great fource

of national debt, moral depravation and

public dilhonour. The amiable

prince who fills the throne, has de-

clared himfelf the enemy of corrup-

tion : as he would fcorn to impofe, he

will likewife difdain to wear the fetters

of
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of venality. He will make his mini-

ilers no lefs than their fellow-fubjeds

refpecft his authority. He will not lend

his name to a fadlion, or his power to

a minifler, to bring himfelf into a ftate

of didionourable dependance. Secure

ofthe affedlions of the people, by pur-

fuing the common interefts of the na-

tion, he will not be intimidated with

refignations, or frightened by factious

contumacy into difreputable compli-

ance. He will be fenfible that it is

the mif- applied favour of the prince,

that alone can give ftrength to the

fadlion of an artful minifler.—From
innumerable examples in both ancient

and modern hiftory, he will not fail to

obferve the great danger and folly of

an unlimited complaifance for any one

favourite. His firmnefs will foon

furmount the obilacles which felfifh

intereft oppofes to public happinefs.—

.

He will have no private views to con-

H 2 ccal.
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ceal, no feparate interefl: to promote.

As the public good will be the fixed

objedl of his attention, he will never

exert his influence fo/r the proteftion of

infamy, or the palliation of ablurdity.

—

No errors of opinion, no misfortunes

arifing from accident, to which all itates

mufl be liable, will ever difiurb the

national affe6tion and confidence.—

A

prince confclous of his integrity, may

always appeal with confidence to his

people, nor will they ever fail to repay

his generous labours with all pofiible

fidelity and gratitude.—He will make

the laws the meafure, and the public

happinefs the objed: of his govern-

ment.—Above all he will promote to

the utmoft a fincere, vital fpirit of re-

ligion, as the only folid foundation of

public and private virtue. The

prefent circumftances feem highly fa-

vourable to eftablilli a true fyftem of

policy.—The flale pretence of difaffec-

tion is at at end, and at no period was

there
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there ever more national harmony.—

A young prince of the beft difpofitions,

revered by the public, difentangled

from fyftems, unaccuftomed to wear

the fetters of venality.—We arc alfo

upon the eve of a new parliament, to

the conftituents of which I would ear-

neftly recommend, to try for once the

effedts of a free, uninfluenced repre-

fentation, remembering that they who
are bought, cannot complain with ju-

ftice that they are fold.—Let then my
fellow-citizens with a fpirit becom-

ing Britons, fpurn the vile bondage of

corruption, and fecond the noble views

of their fovereign, whofe glorious am-

bition, we doubt not, will be to con-

vince the world, that he is in reality

the king of his people.

FINIS.












