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A

MODEST ENQLTIRV
INTO THE

Prefent State of Foreign Affairs;

IT
is a Maxim equally true in Pht-

lofophy and Politicks, that E'mh, ef-

pecially great Ones, cure themfelves ;-

which fli^ws the Superiority cf the

Divine Wifdom that provides for the Safe-

ty of Mankind,even in thofe Cafes wherein

they employ their whole Force in con-

triving the Ruin of thernfelves, I have

often thought that this is «oic, and I am
Jully perfuaded that it will htfome time or

vther, our Cafe with Regard to Foreign

:Affdirs ; by which 1 mean that the very

Pains that is taken to delude and lead us

liTcng, will raife fuch a Spirit^ as muft

at lalt brine us into the right Road. A
B falia-
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fallacious Eloquence may for a time not

only deceive particular People^ but blind

even a 'sholc Nation^ not of Brutes or

Barbarians^ for they are not capable of

being led by Words ^ but muft: be driven

by L/oic'Sy but of Men co?iceitcd of their

Cit?! IPifJcfu^ who are proud of and boafl

of their Freedom, tho' that Freedom ptr^

haps con fills in no more than a Power of

forging their oivn Chains.

The Law of Self-Prefervation is very

juflly held theJirJ} Law of Nature. Such
as have enquired deeply into the Spring

*of human Adlions, have refolved them
all, or at leaft the far greateft Part of

them, into the Confcquences of Self- Love.

At the bottom this is the Principle of all

Moralit\\ and therefore he who knew
our Nature beft, laid it down as the befl

Definition of Charity, that ivefiould love

ourNeighbours as ourfehcs. In like Man-
ner the Lo'-cc of our Country is the funda-

mental Principle of Politicks and Patri-

otijm-y and as true Morality confills in

knowing how far and in i^hat manner
we ought to love ourjclvcs, fo the true

Art of Govertwient is no more than the

Science of exerting the Love of our Coun'

try effedually.

As
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As it would appeir a v^ry outragious

Stretch of Charity to bid us love others

and hate ourfelves, or to exhort a Nation

to work hard, and then bellow the Fruits

of their Lidu/lry on People they new faw^
while their oi£?t Polierit)\ were configned

to Want and the icide World j fo, except

to our new enlightened Statef?nen, it mud
appear a very extraordinary Paradox m
Politicks to lay 7ie'ix.^ T'axes and increafe old

Debts, and that too on a Nation quite

exhaufted, for the Benefit of other Na-
tions, who are in a much better Coidi-

tion to help themfehes. Yet fo it is, that

this wild Do(ftrine has not only been

preached but pra6lijed, and that too with

fuch Succefs, as to overturn the Common

Senfe of a whole People, and to beget an

Opijiion that luch only are fit to have the

DireBion ot Publick Affairs, as mind
€very thing but the Affairs of the Pub-
lick.

When thcfe Paradoxical Notions were

firft ftarted they met, as it was very na-

tural for them to meet, with an almoft

General Oppofition-f to loftea which parti-

cular Methods were ufed to particular

jVIen, and a new tyftem was framed to

amufe the Mafs of the People, They
were told of a Ballance of Poivcr, die

B 2 hide*
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Independency of Europe^ the Proteftqni

Cauj\\ and a Multitude of other things^

which though they might have original-

ly fnn^^ Meaning in them, yet have been

fo tortured and^toll: about by PoHticians,

that at prefent I make no fcruple of af-

firming it is very hard to know, vvlicther

they have any Meaning at all i or which

is much the fame thing in other Words,

it is very difficult, if not impolTiblc, to

fettle their true Meaning. Thus under

the famous Pacific Adminiftration of our

^tatefman, now at reft with hi=; Fathers^

it confined with the Ballance of Power

^

not only to live upon good Terms with

the French, but to concur with them in

humbling the Houfe of Auftria^ which

was the avowed Defign of the famous

treaty of Hajiover, Since that Time it

has been declared a SelJ-evident Trutk^

that the Balla?tce of Power can be no
otherwif;; preferved than by conflantly

oppofmg France^ and doing every thing

to aggrandize the Houfe of Auftria^ that

in its Ommfcence that Houfe iliall think

Jit. The natural Senfe of the Indepen-

dency of Europe is, that every State fhould

mind its 5w;z Bufmels, and every Country

lludy and purfue its ozvn Interefts ; but

the modern Interpretation of that Phrafe

is
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is jufl: the Reverfe, viz. that every State

fhould forget its owfi Intcrefl:, and mind
that of its Neigbbcurs^ which is now
dio,nilied with the Title of the Common
Catife ; as if a new Name would change

the Nature of Things, and make Wrong
Right, and Right Wrong at the Will of

the State/men who contrive thofe Terms,

As for the Proteftant Caufe it feems at

prefent to be a Phrafe out of ufe, there

being Papijh and Protejiants on each fide

of the Queftion. And thus it plainly

appears, tliat there is no fuch thing as

trufting to Cant JVords, or general Ex-
preflions, if we mean to come at ^ruth.

But before it was found practicable to

root out the Notions taught us bv Com-
mon Senfe, and purfued with the greatefi:

Siiccefs by our /biccflors^ Abundance of

Painjj was taken to fhew us, that ourF^f-

licity did not depend upon curfelvcs, but

upon others ) and that therefore it behoved

us to ftudy the Affairs of the Continent^

in order to underhand thofe of our oiim

IJland. To the Mailers in this great Art
we ftand indebted for that Sort of Kjioiv-

kdge^ which is, of all others, the beji

fuited to the overturning their Defign ;

and it was this that induced me to open

ihefe ObfervationSj with remarking, that

great
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p'fiit Evils ufually bring along with

them their oivn Cure. While People con-

fin'd their Thoughts and Cares to their

proper Bufinefs, and minded nothing but

their o^'n Concerns, it was no difficult

Matter to puzzle them with Stories of

Things abroad^ or to aftonifh them with

political Hobgoblins of this or that Na-
tion's aiming at Univerfal Monarchy. But

in the Courfe of two long general War-,

and about y^or/y ovjifty wife Negotiations,

this Subjcdt has been fo hackney'd^ that

every body now fcems to be as well ver--

fed m foreign Affairs as ever their Fore-

fathers were in domeflick ones.

This, as I have hinted, muft afford us

the true Remedy for a Difeafe that has been

fo long preying upon cur Vitals -y and fince

It is become fo very necelTary to make
ourfclves Mafters of foreign Politicks^ I

think it no difficult Matter to fhew that

the better wc underftand thefe, the more

Reafon we have to be fatisfied, that our

Modern Statefmeji have miftaken their

own Art, and have wrought us off our

Legs to little or 719 Purpole. I do not at

all defpair of making this out upon their

(/W« Principles ; by which I mean, that

tho' their could be nothing more eafy or

more certain than to dcmonllrate, from a

View
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View of our O'wn Affairs, that it is our Bu^
finefs to look at Hot?ie, and not embarrafs

ourfelves with the Affairs of our Ncigb-

hours-, yet waving all this, and taking

things in the Light in which they feem to

place them, we may be able, by the very

contrary Method, that is, by infpecting

Foreign Affairs ^ and our Methods of ma-
naging them, to Ihew the veryfame. Fot
there is this Advantage attends iriith^ that

look at it on li^hich Side you will it is flill

x\iQfame^ and will ftill difcover itfelf in

whatever Method you endeavour to come

at it ; provided you are but in earnefi in

your Search, and examine Things to tlie

Bottom,

That we may proceed regularly, and
know what we are about, I think myfelf

obliged to fet out with obferving, that tho'

Nature has placed us in an Ijland^ yet our

Induflry and Spirit of Trade^ has (o far

annexed us io the Continent, that we have

truly an Interefi in theAffairs ofour Neigh-
bours, and are bound to concern our-

felves fo far with them as to take care that

our Subjects may notfuffer by their Broils^

or the Glory of the Englifi Nation be tar-

nished by fetting down tamely under any
Indignities, I Ihall readily admit, that

Treaties of Com?nerce arc Bands that we
oughf



( 8 )

fought to contrCiB with our Neighbours;

thiit we are bound to fidfill the Engage^

ments we enter into of that kind^ as v*ell

as to take care tb.at they alfo Ihill pu?iciu'

ally comply with what they Aipulate in re-

gard to us. Tliis I conceive to be the

true^ certain, and invariable Intcicft of

Great Britain with refped: to other Coun-
tries, and this I take to be the only Rule^

that fiicb Statefmen as mean ivell to their

Country can lay down to themfelvesj be-

caufe, as I fliid before, it is certain and

invariable. It will ferve under all Go-
vernments ; it will fuit with every bo?iefi

Adminillration; it ferves to juftify pa/i

Reigns j and whatever we may think of it

at prefent, it is the Rule by which our

Pojlerity will examine the ConduSi of all

Minijlers in time to come.
I call this Rule certain and invariable

for the Reafons abovemention'd, as well

as for thefc that follow. The Freedom of

this Nation, as it rofe fo it muft be main-
tain'd, by a large Share of Property in the

Hands of adtive, induftrious, and publick

fpirited Members of Society^ which is the

Refult of a jhurijhing Commerce. It was
this that gave us Freedom^ and it is this,-

and this alone, that can fupport it. On
the other Hand^ it is the InterefV of this'

Com-
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Commerce that conneds us with other

Nations^ that unites us not only to the

Co7itinent of Europe^ but to Afia and

Africa^ and more intimately than with

any of thefe to America. To preferve

this Connecftion therefore, and to pre-

ferve it in fuch a manner as may be be-

nejicial to the Inhabitants of this Ifland^

without which it is not worth preferving

at all, we ought to endeavour to be on
the bed Terms poffible with all Nations^

that tliey may be willing to do us gocd^

and to be always in iach a Situation at

Hojue as that they may be afraid of doing

us hurt. Thefe are very y7jor/ ?ind plain

Maxims, but they are neverthelefs true for

all that, and fo I doubt Experience will

(hew us.

But though the Interefls of a Nation

2.refettled and invariable^ thofe of Princes

and MiniJIers are very unfteady and un-
fettled things j and in refpect to foreign

as well as to dotnejlick Affairs, they very

frequently change, fometimes to fuch a

Degree as to be diredtly oppofite to thofe

of their Country. But it Princes have

themfelvcs Talents fufficient, or pick up
Minifters that have fuch Talents, they

fometimes find a way to blend their ow?i

foreign Views and Interejis fo effedually

C with
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with thofe of the Nation, that the Peopie

are at hi ft brought by Degrees to confider

them not only as tintted but injcparable
^

and at laft miflake one for the other.

This was our Cafe (for the fliorteft way
to prove things is to appeal to Fa6ls) in the

Days of William the Co?iqueror. He in-

volv'd us in all the Quarrels o^ Normandy^

and it muft be confels'd with greater Co-
lour of Reafon than we have been in-

volv'd in fome later Difputes ; for he had
firft given the I^uid of this Kingdom to

Norma?i5^ and it was but natural that they

fhould cn.ploy their Foj-cign Acquifitio?is

in the Caufe of their Native Country.

We were a^ain in this Situation in the

Time of Henry V. He took it into his

Head to intereft the Engli/Jj Nation in

railing his Family to the Throne of

France, and in a Fit of Romantick hosalt-i

they exhaufled tlieir Blood and Treafure

to bring it about ; but when they had
wafted the Floirer of their Totith^ and
had almoft i~pei;t their lajl Shillings they

found cut that they had been lighting

againft their^/icvz Intereft, fighting to make
their Country a Province^ and themfclves

Slaves ; upon which fome hGne/} Men and
^W Patriots told his Son roundly, that he
iiad b.;tter wave his Title to Frajice^ tho'

he
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he had been crown'd at Paris, for that

they were not bound by the Conftitution

to Icrve his Majefty out of his E?2gh'fb

Domniofis. This Evil befell us the third

Time under Hairy VIII. the fir ft EngliJJj

Monarch that ever run Ballance mad, and
took it into his Head to give ha'w to all

Europe for this wife Reafon

That perhaps fomehody elfe might do it.

He had the Honour, at his hrll mount-
ing the Throne, to be the ricbejl King
we ever had ; he ^/tic; out of the Furfes

of his Subjects more than all his Predecef-

fors had done before, and after debafing

his Coin, and filling the Nation with Blood,

he died in Debt.

But it mufl: be allow'd, that we are not

the o?ily Nation that have fuffer'd by fuch

Miftakes. The Emperor Charles V. ac-

tually fubverted the Liberties of Spain,

and took all the Pains he coidd to do as

much by thole of Germans, while at the

fame time he was indefatigable in protec-

ting the Liberties, promoting the Trade^

and fccuring tlie JVelJare of his little be-

redita?'y Dominions of the Low Countries,

It was natural {(^x him to do this, though
nobody will fay it was laudable. He had

drawn ifis //>•/? Breath in them, and they

tijaintain'J their Place in hiii Heart and his

C 2 Af-
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AffeBiom till he breatlfd his laft. But

his Cires were fruitlcfs, his Endeavours

were vain ; his favcurite Ccinitries were

the better for him onlv during his Life-

time, but the Muchiefs 1 rought upon

Spai?i and Germany by thofc Endeavours,

arey^/z'to this Day. The Spanijh Cortes,

once equivalent to an Englijh Parliament,

are now onlv known to Antiquaries ; and

the prefent Difputes in the Empire zrt ap-

parently owing to no other Caufe than

the Dread that fome of the Gerfnan

Princes and States are in of feeing the Po-
litical Maxims he left to his Family ex-

erted once again, in Cafe any Branch or

Ally of it ihould mount the Imperial

throne.

It would be eafy to give many more
Inflances of this kind, but I will content

myfelf with adcingonly one. There was
daring the laft War a famous Memorial
prepared for opetiing the Eyes of Lewis
XIV. which roll'd entirely upon mv Max-
ir/is. It was alledged, that while t!ic

War for the Spanijh Succejpon fpoke his

Majefty an excellent Father to his Family,

it at the' fame Time fliew'd, that for the

fake of his ht\ng fo, he forgot thiit he was
the Father of his Subjetls. This was then

cried up here as a rational and publick-

fpirited
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fpirited Piece, and a thing, to which, if

he had not affected the Title of Lewis the

Great
J

rather than that of Lewis the

Goodj he ought to have attended. Yet
many plaufihle things might be faid in his

Defence. He was far enough from in-

tending to make his own Kitigdom a Pro-

vince^ nor did he flake the Wealth and

Tower of France for any little pitiful Ter-

ritory, by which they never could be bet-

terd. On the contrary, he had Views in

this Refpedl for his SubjedlSj as well as for

himfelf and liis Family, as we have flnce

felt to our Colls. But as I have obferv'd

thefe were pLuUible Pretences only, and

had I been born a Frenchman under his

Reign, I fl:iould certainly willied that he

had taken the Advice of that Memorial^

and had fludit:d to govern well thofe

Countries, that none of his Neighbours

would have difputcd with him.

By this time I dare fay that the Reader

himfelf has obfcrved, that the real Intere(i

of a Country, with refp^d: to its Neigh-

bours^ is always confident with its true

Interefi at bo?ne^ whereas the pretended^

temporary^ and imaginary Intcrcfls, which
are invented by Miuifters^ or are merely

perfo?ial with regard to Princes^ prove

the Ruin and Dejlruclion of their People,

and
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and expofe them to all the Mifchiefs that

can pofTibly afBidl the human Species. As
Reafon will teach him this, fo Experience

will coniirin him in the fame Opinion.

For when were we more milcrable,

poorer, or more diftreft, than when the

Conquejls of our Monarchs were moil: ex-

tenfive; or when freer, greater, or richer,

than when the contrary Maxims prevailed ?

The fir ft Dawn of Freedom and private

Property was under the Reign of Henry

VII. who purfued the real Interejis of

his Country abroad^ tho' he was too fond

of his private and particular Interefls at

home. He has been always reputed, both

among Natives and Foreigners, the wifed

of our Monarchs ; and my Lord Bacon^

who was perhaps the "wijejl Man of this

Nation, wrote his Hiftory to prove it. I

liave heard many People wonder, why a

very great Wit within all our own Me-
mories expofed his own yudgment by at-

tacking that Hiflory ; but whoever refle(5ls

on that Writer's Scheme of Politicks will

eafily difcern his Reafon, which was to

ruin a CharaBcr^ that fquared fo little

with the new Syjiem. For if Henry VII.

who intereftcd himfelf /o little \n foreign

Affairs (and yet he interefted himfelf

enough for the real Benefit of his Sub)ed:s)

remain'd
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refnain'd in PofTeflion of lb high a Repu-

tation^ what was to become of the Cha-

racters of thofe Princes^ that ad:ed on
quite contrary Pri?iciples, and meafured
the Grandeur of the EngliJJj Nation^ by
the Feats performed by her Forces in other

Peoples Quarrels on the Contifiefjt f Truth
in this Cafe has got the better oiWit^ and
notwithftanding this Attack, both theKmg
and the Chancellor are efteem'd as wtye as

ever.

But to come ciofer to the Point, and
enter at once upon our Matter, having

already fhewn, that a Man may be a good

Patriot, and wifli extremely well to his

own Country, without defiring that flie

fhould have the Dire6lion of all the Coun-
tries round her. I proceed to obferve that

the prefentSyftem with refpedl to foreign

Affairs, can be on\yfofar right as it immC'
diately concerns this Country. If we are

bound to affift our Allies, we can be o?2ly

bound to ajjijt Uiem asy^r as our Abilities

will allow, and \nfucb a manner as is ??ioJi

confiftent with our common Intereft. We
can never be under any Obligations abfo-

lutely to ruiii ourfelves for their Sakes, or

be obliged to affift them in the ways they

prefcribe, if thofe ways are incompatible

with our own Welfare, or beyond our

Power
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Power to comply with, and preferve that

Force tliat is neccflary to our oivji Safety.

In the Defence of ouiltlves we fight pro

Aris & Focisy and we muft hazard all^

becaufe we are to defend all. But no

Obhgation of this Sort can he upon us in

Favour of our Allies^ or a feparate Inte^

refty even on the Principle of the prefent

Syftem ; for it is ridiculous to undo our

ourfelves, thro' Fear that feme Time or

other we may have an Enemy ftrong

enough to imdo us. This can never be

right Policy^ with RefpC'fl to ourfelves or

our Allies^ for if we are once undone, we
can help them 7to longer. Yet there is no

Propofition in Euclid plainer than this,

that if we are at prefent at a greater Ex-
pence than we can bear^ which is what
all Parties allow ^ and which, if I am
rightly inform'd, has been confefs'd by

the Jirft Speaker in Fngland^ we muft be

iindojie^ if we continue thefe Fxpences^ or

run into greater from flilfe Hopes or falfe

Fears^ from fuccefslefs Negociations, ill-

founded Expecftations, or chimerical Sup-
pofitions.

A Man who fees, or think he fees, his

Country in fuch a Situation, mull: certain

be a rotten Member oi Society ^ if he does

not endeavour to make this plain to all

his
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his Fellow-Siibjcd:s. He who Erillpiesa

Leak, is not only a Self-Murderer^ if he
does not cry out in Tune, bat is ahb in

Foro Co?2fcie}itia^ at leafi, the Author of

thofc Deaths that he might have prevented.

But granting that he is miftaken^ and the

Leak is not fo dangerous as he imagined,

his Zeal however is commendable, be-

caufe the Community is fure to get fome-
thing by it. He who difcover'd the Me-
diterranean Leak^ did his Country good
Service ; and the Author of that Gazette^

which fuggefted the Fontenoy Leak^ no
doubt thought himfclf in the right ^ and
will fome time or other juftify the Prin-
ciple upon which he proceeded. For my
Part I believe there are Abundance oi fo-
reign Leaks^ and I think it my Duty to

expofe them. Whether this will contri-

bute to the ftopping them or not, is what
I dare not determine ; but fure I am that

this can never make them wider, and it

is from a fmcere Senfe of this, that I am
led to expofe them. If I am miftaken in

my Notions, he who demonftrates my
Miftakes^ will do the Service intended,

and provided the Nation be but fervedf

it is no great Matter by 'whom or how ;

for this too is agreeable to the Modern
Syjtem^ otherwife there had never been

D 1-7
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^o much chopping and changing among the

Great, or iuch a Siir kept about tnixing^

when it was found impollible to make a

Coalition of Parties.

I have already fhewn, that with Re-
gard ioforeign Affairs^ wc have a certain

real and invariable Intereft^ and that it is

very pofhble, we may have an accidental,

temporary, or imaginary Intereft. We
will examine thing's in their natural Or-

der, with refpedt to both thefe Interefts >

and enquire how far the States we have

had to do with are capable of promoting

cither^ what was expedient for us to do

to procure their Aflftance, what we have

done in that Refpecft, and how far our

Expedfatlo7is have been, or are like to be

anfwerd. We will likewife endeavour

to find out, if it be poflible, whether our

Condition has been made better or ivorfe

by our late vigorous Operations^ number-
lefs Negoclatlons, and our fcarce to be

Calculated Expences. When we have done

this, it will appear what we have really to

hope^ what with juft Grounds we may
apprehend, and what we may have rational^

ly think will be xhcfuture State of our

Jiffalrs.

To begin then with Rufjla. It is plain

that the natural Interell: of this Nation

requires
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requires we fl:iould live in the greateft

priencKhip with that Power, a thing the

more ealy becaufe it is as much her Con-
cern as ours. In this Refpedl; however,

our Bufinels is with tlie Nation, and not

with the Prince^ much lefs with the Mi^
nifiry -, and therefore according to the

Maxims of right Pohc3% we ought to

enter only into general Rngagemcnts with

this Power, which it may be the Intereji

of every Government to fulfil. The No-
tion of entring into the Dome/lick Oeco-

7iomy of that Empire^ or indeed of any

Empire, and pretending to guaranty this

or that Lineof SuccefTion, is repugnant to

the Interefl: of a trading Natian^ which

ought not to concern itielf with particular

Notions, or Schemes of Government in di-

flant Countries j becaufe this hath a natural

Tendency to keep her involved in perpetual

parrels and Difputes ; whereas her In-

terefl: requires that fl:ie fhould live if pof-

fible in conflant Harmon'^ with all Na-
tions, that ihe may the better enjoy the

Effecfs of their Friendjlnp in the BcncfitSi

rcfulting from their Commerce. Reafon

and Common Senie teaches this, but if it

^vere neceiTury to cite Authority, I might

mention that of De U'itt, who fays it

would be ridiculous for \.\-\^ Dutch to con-

D 2 cern
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cern thcmfclvcs in obliging another Na~
tio7i to fubmit to a ccrtatii kind of Go-
vernment, or a fettled Race of Princes,

who 01VC their oiv7i Ficcdom, Power, and

Happincfs, as thenifclves profcfs, to the

Change of tlicir Conjlitution^ and throwing

off tlic Take of their natural Sovereigns.

Hiis Condudl was Readily purfucd in

the Days of Queen Elizabeth, and of her

SucceJJorsyVind by puriliing it they preferve^

the Ccmnicrcc of their Subjeifts, notwith-

ftanding all the Commotions to which the

D^fpotick Government of that Empire
has alvv"ays rendered it fubjefl, and from
which it is not likely to be freed. Ano-
thcr Reafon for adhering to this Maxim
is, that we can never receive any recipro-

cal Benefit from clofer Enorao-ements.

Mr. Coij^ley in his Comedy, called the

Cutter of Ccle77iaji' Street, introduces a

Sharper, who lived upon the Royalijis^

by flattering them with fcilfe Hopes du-
ring the Vfurpation, boafting of the Af-
iirtancc the Czar would give to King
Charles II. by fending over 1200 Bean
to ivcrry the Farlia7ne7itai'ia7is into their

Diiiy. This Hiews that ivife Men have
been in all Ages of the fame Opinion,
and therefore it fcems very extraordinary,

that wc ihoLild enter into Engageme7its

which
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which it is in our Power, and therefore

ought to be in our Will^ to perform ;

where it is highly improbable from the

Circumftances of things, that the recipro-

cal Engagements made to us (hould ever

be complied with. But it may, indeed it

has, been faid, that with Refpedt to our

temporary Interefis^ by which I mean
the mighty Concern we have for Ger-

many^ we might be benefited by fuch an

Alliance. A little Confideration would,

have (hewn that this too was improbable

.

The natural Intereft of Rujjia can never

lead her to fuch Meafures, lor while that

Power purfues a rational and natural Flan

of Politicks, fhe will always have a

Strength fufficient to fecure herfelf^ and

confequently will fee no jufl Caufe to

depend upon her Neighbours, But RiiJJia

it feems has at prefent a temporary and

accidental hiterefl, which is that of fup-

porting the Houfe of Holjlein ; and this is

diametrically oppojite to that temporary In-

terefi, that we are fo fondoi, I need not

take a great deal of Pains to fhew this,

becaufe it is a Point that has been lately

and fully difcuffed elfewhere j and Expe-
rience has convinced us, that notwith-

ftanding the ilrong Ajjiira7ices given us by
our Minijlers therc^ and echoed bv our

Mini-
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Miniilers here^ the Czarina was never

difpofed to march even the ft?2alleft Suc-

cours out of her O'lvn Dominions. To
this it may anfwered, that v^Ithin our

own Memory, a Ruffian Army has been

feen on the Banks of the Rhine ; to which

I might reply, that this is one of the befh

Reafons for our never exped:ing to fee

them there again. I beg leave, how-
ever to add another Remark, which is,

that when thefe Troops marched into Ger-

many, the Rujia?2 Empire was governed

by a German Adminijhation ; the Weight
of which was fo intolerable to the Ruf-

fians, that to rid themfelves thereof, was
the flrongefl Motive they had to venture

on the lafl Revolution, and therefore the

Hopes of feeing fuch Meafurcs rej'umed^

depend upon the Subverfion of that Go-

vernment, with which we are at prefent

fo clofely allied.

We have been often told, by fome of

QAXX political Writers, that the Prime iVIi-

nifter Count B is entirely in our

Interefts, which may pofllbly be true -, but

at the fame time it is very well known,
that there is no great Harmony among the

Miniflers there, any more than among
the Miniflers in other Courts ; and it is

likewife certain that Count Leflock, v/l:o.

was



( 23 )

Was formerly the Czarina'^ Surgeon, and
is now a great Favourite, is in the vppojife

Intcrefl j which is Hkewife fupported by
the Princefs of Zerbft^ and all her jye-

pendants, that is, all the Partizans of th'e

Houfe of Holftein, or in other Words the

flaunch Fiiendi to the prefent G&verfi^

ment in Rujjia. The Iffue then of this

Bulinefs, when ftriclly enquired into, is

not either more or lefi than we might
have come at by attending to the true

Principles of our old Pclicy, For with

Refpedl to the national and invariable In-

terert of Great Britain, in regard to the

Commerce and Friendjhip of RuJJia, we
hiave all things to hope and nothing to

Jear j v^hereas in reference to our tempo^

ral and accidental Interefls, wc may
frame Treaties, conclude Alliances, ob-
tain Accejjions, and be never the nearer

to all that we propofe by them, except it

be making a Flourip^ at Home, and there-

by obtaining the Sums that are reqtiijiie^

ox [aid to be requifite, for procuring thele

imaginary Adva?2tages. I could fay

many things more upon this Head, and
enter into abundance of Particulars, that

might amufc and entertain the Redder i

but having already ftiid enough for my
Purpofe^ I defifi:.

Withia
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Within the Compafs of the laA: Cen-

tury we have Hkewife departed froai our

old Maxims with regard to Swede?!, It

was, and in fome meafure it will be al-

ways, our Intereft *o maintain a Eallmicc

of Power in the Norths by prever>ting the

Ambition of one Prince from being flital

to another ; and this has heretofore led us

into fome vigorcus Operations as Auxili-

aries only. But in the Memory of every

body^ and for Reafons fcarte known to

any body, we entered into a fVar with

Sweden^ which produced a great deal of

Mi/chief to this Nation, and the Accef-

iion of Bremen and Verdcn to a certain

Tower in Germa?iy. We afterwards en-

ter'd into a very cloje Alliance with Swe-

den, granted her Subfidies, and took her

Troops into our Pay j but they are ex-

tremely miftaken who fancy that this laid

any fort of Obligation on the Swedes. On.

the contrary, that Nation, Lifter chopping

and changing her Conflitution two or

three times with very little Advantage tp

themfelves, began at laft to apprehend

that a new SucceJJion would be in:ipofed

upon them through the Intrigues of their

Minifters Wi\hforeign Courts. This pro-

duced at tirft great Murmurings and Dif-

puteSf and at lail a total Change in the
^ Ad^



/Idmiritftratton^ the Power of the Crcivn

by the Conceflions made to keep out the

old Royal Family being grown too weak to

defend its own Creatures. By this popu-

lar Turn, that Intereft^ which we had

been fo long cultivating there^ was fud-

denly and totally fubverted, together with

all the Schemes that had been built upon
it ; and confequently, the Suhjidies and
other Expences we had been at in railing

this Strudfure were palpably /Zroie^w away.

This feems to have been lo far a Warn-
ing to us, that we have not fince heard of

any new Schemes for retrieving or reftoring

that Intereft. It would have been the

greateft Infatuation to attempt it, fince all

We were labouring at for fo many Years

was to prevent that Succeffion from taking

place which is now ejiablijled ; and it is

to our failing in this refped:, that feme
penetrating People have attributed our

not {landing as well at prefent as might

be expected with the Houfe of He/Jej

which is indeed a thing (o jirange^ that

we need not wonder at the different Con-
jedlures that have been framed about it.

The Marriage of the Prince Succeffor to a

Princtjs of Priijjia is another Circum-
fiance no way favourable to the new Sy-

ftem J and from hence it appears, that the

E great
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great good Fortune of the Hcljlein Family

is dircdlly in the Teeth of all our Views in

the North j for as on the one Hand the

Sioedes will never forget that they were

once pofllft of co?i/iderable Dominiofis in

Germany^ or how they were Jlript of

them s fo on the other Hand, it will be

always both the Litereft^ and the Jnclina-

tion^ of the Prince SuccefjorXo the Crown
of Sweden to recover them ; and he will

never want a Party in Germany to efpoufe

his T'rctenfwns. So that the longer we
confider this Subjed:, the more manifefl

Reafons will appear to lliew the ImpofTi-

bility of our accomplishing any thing in

favour of our temporary and accidental In-

terejls^ by T'reaties of Stibfidy or new Al-
iia7ices with Siveden. We may indeed by
fuch Expedients patch up old Quarrels,

and fkin over old Sores, but they will be

perpetually breaking out afrefli upon every

*Iurn of Affairs, and confequently fuch

Endeavours, and fuch Expences, will be
equally endhj's and fruitlefs, except, as I

faid before in the Light of PoHtical Amufe-
ments for obtaining extraordinary Supplies,

or Votes of Credit.

But to ballance thefe Mifchiefs, and to

afford us a clearer Profped on this Side,

we need only confider, that the natural

Intcrefls
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Interefts of Britain fo exadly coincide

with thofe of Sweden, that we have no
Reafon to apprehend her 111 Will, or the

leafl: Coolnefs in her Friendfliip, iinlefs we
draw it upon ourfelves by entering into

Meafures detrimental to her, and no way
advantageous to us, which as a Chrijiiajt

as well as a trading People we ought cer-

tainly to avoid ; and if there are flill any
Remains of real Concern for what was
formerly fo dear to us, I mean the Support

of the Proteftant Interefty we ought to

lay afide all our Prejudices to the Houfe
of Holftein^ fince their Advancement to

the Thrones o^ Sweden and Ri(Jjia feems

to be the moft favourable Event for the

Proteftant Caufe^ that has fallen out with-

in this lafl Century. I mention this the

rather, that the Nation may be upon its

Guard, in cafe any enterprizing Miniiter

fhould amongft other Political Paradoxes^

take it into his Head to advance this, that

xhQpfOteftant SticceJ/ion here may require

our ading coldly towards or perhaps di-

rcxitly againft the Proteftant Intereft a-

br-oad, which however abfurd in Appc:ar-

ance, Experience may teach us to fear, is

not altogether impofjible.

The Nature of our Negociations with

tlie Court of Denmark^ have been for

E 2 many
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many Years altogether unfcrutable. The
true and national Intereft of Great-Bri-

tain obliges us to live in Friendfliip ^yith

that as well as other Crowns, and the

Alliances between the Royal Families

ought in the reafon of things to flrengthen

fuch Engagements. We have formerly

fent Squadrons into the Baltick^ in Con-
fequence of our Alliances^ and in Support

o^ o\u Intereft^ but however it came, or

indeed can come to be the Intereft of

Great Britain^ in take large Bodies of

DamJJj Troops into her Pay, to remain in

their own Country, or to march into fome
Territory adjoining to it, is beyond the

Comprehenfion of any Man who has no
other Lights than thofe afforded by Rea-
fon and Experience. But it furpalles all

Belief that we fliould be reftlefs and un-
eafy, that we fhould take it ill, and com-
plain of the Court of Denmark^ that fhe

is imwilling to enter into fuch Treaties^

and declines our Offers of paying her

droops ^ ifwe were not repeatedly told fo in

almoft every Article from Copenhagen that

appears in 2i foreign Gazette, There can-

not furely be a ftronger Mark ofViciffitude
in human Affairs. There was a Time,
when we would not fuffer our Kings fo

much as to keep a Iroop of Horfe, and

even
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even endeavoured to take from therrt their

Power over the Militia^ tho' we knew
not in what Hands to place it {o fafely for

ourfclves. But now we are not only

reconciled to Jtanding Armies at Home and

abroad^ but we run all Europe over, beg-

ging and praying that we may have the

Honour oi contributing to keep \x^Jtand-

ing Armies in every Country ; tho' this

Humour of keeping them up is the fole Rea-
fon aligned, or that can be afllgned, for

the 'vaft Expence we are at, and the

mighty Inconveniencies we endure, by

maintaining Regular T^roops here at Home.
It was judged fome Time ago, that our

Influence at this Court would entirely de-

flroy that of France^ and throw the

Weight of the Danijh Power into the

Scale of the Houfe of Auftria ; but this

like our other ExpeBations have been fruf-

trated fe-w People know how. The
Truth is, the Danijh Court was drawn
into an extraordinary FrojeB^ much fu-

perior to her Forces and Revenues, which
after an immenfe Expence^ and provoking

both Sweden and Ruffia, flie was obliged

to abandon, and is now upon h^v good Be-
haviour^ fo that all our Solicitations are

like to be vain on this Side ; tho' hereafter

if a Demand fliould be made of the here-

ditary
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ditary Dominions of the Imperial Prince

- of Ruffia, there is no doubt we
fhould be put in mind of our Guaranty,

Such are the Confequences of contracting

thtje Kind of Engagements, fpecious in

Sbew^ but ruinous in FaSl j fo that it

,

frequently happens in Countries, that

have an Intercourfe in Trade^ the Bal-

hnce of that is drawn back by a Treaty of

Subfidy, whereas in the old Method, a

defenjive Alliance did the Bufinefs effec-

tually, and the Rallance of Tirade re-

man 'd, where the Indujiry of the People

had placed it.

At prefent we have little or nothing

to do with the Court o^ Poland^ that an-

cient and famous Kingdom, which half
a Century ago prov'd the real Bulwark of

Chriftendom againfl: the Turks^ and de-

livered Vienna^ when it was on the very

Point of being taken, is now become alto-

gether inconfiderable ; and I fliould not

have fo much as mentioned it, but to

prevent the Reader's being led into a Mif-
take by the Title of a late Treaty^ which
receives its Name merely from h^m^figrid
at IVarfaw. It was indeed intended, that

the Republick o^ Poland (hould have been
a contrading Partv, but that was hin-

der 'd by the Confufions that arofe in the

Diet,
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Diet^ where between Corruption and Fac-
tion it fo fell out, that there was nothino-

done either for their Frince or for them-

fehes. The whole Bufinefs of thefe Peo-
ple now, at leaft with regard to foreign

Jlff'airs^ is tranfa<fted at Drefden 3 where
their Monarch is at Home^ where his

Court appears with Liiftre, and where
there is always a Handful of the Folip
Nobility, that fpend the Income of their Ef-
tates in that Country, and the Income oithtir

Flaces too, in addiPig to the Magnificence

of the Ki?2g's Retinue in his EleBoral Do-
minions. The Part we aded in the Af-
fair ofthe laJlEleBion^vfiL'^ never thoroughly
explained 3 it was faid by fome of our

Fatriots then, who have fhewn ihem-
felves no great Patriots iince, that we
promifed to efpoufe King Stanijlaus, and
that we acftualiy afTifted King Anguftus^
Our Doublenefs in this Refpe(5t, might
be the more eafily pafled by, becaufe in

all Probability we could not do much for

either^ but however it is faid we did e-

nough to hurt ourfelves -, fince it provck'd

the French on the one hand, and fo little

obliged King Aiigiijius on the other, that

to be even with us in the beginninp- of the

preient War, fome Aflu ranees were given

not altogether conformable to the Conduct

that
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that was purfued in the firfl Invafion of

Bohemia. There are ftill fome Expedla-

tions kept up of the Republick\ arming in

fupport of the common Caufe^ but how
a Power that has not '^fmgle Man of War^
and whofe Dominions lie fo many Hun-
dred Miles from wi, ftiould be able to

render any real Service to the true and

natural Intereft of Great Britain is among
the Number of the Arcana Imperii

known only to Place-Men, who would
be able no doubt to harangue as

learnedly on the great Succours we may
cxped: from Polajid^ as they formerly did

on our RiiJJian Auxiliaries, when the Cue
of the Minifteriai Tribe Was, Russia
*will do the thing at laft. Two or three

Years hence perhaps we may hear of

Overtures made by the Khan of Crim
Tartary^ or their ferene HighnefTes the

JVayicodes oOValachia 2^n6 Moldavia ^ who
in Confideration of certain Subjidies may
be content to teach their Ragamufim the

fhorteft Road into the Heart of Europe.

Before we proceed to the Affairs of
Germany^ it may be neceffary to conlider.

our Intercourfe with the Court oiPruJjia ;

for tho' that Monarch be an EleBor^ and
the beft Part of his Dominions he within
the Bounds of the Empire, yet ^he has

fhewn
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lliewn llich a Spirit of Independency, that

it Teems moft realbnable to conlider hinn

by himjelf. It was evident enough from
the Condudl of his Father in the laft War,
that there was a clofe Conne(flion between

him and Fra7ice^ which ought to have

put theHoufe of yfz//?;'/^ and her Fr/VWi
upon their Guard on the Dcmile of the

Emperor Charles VI. I fay the Houie
oi Aujlria and her Friends^ becaufe Great

Britain for her own Part can have very

little either to hope or to fear from his

PruJJian Majefty, Befides, on account of

his Family we might naturally have ex-

pefted the T^iirn of the Scale in our Fa-

vour J
and that he fliould rather have in-

clined to oblige us than not. But whe-
ther it was that we hired every body's

Troops but hii^ that a litle was talk'd-

of, which has fmce been adlnally fet up,

to the Principality of Eaji Friejland, or

whether there were any fecret and more
prevailing Motives than thefe, fo it was
that he broke with the Houfe ol Aufiria.^

notwithftanding our Interpofition on her

Behalf, which produced a ftrange Schema
for cojiquerifig and difmetnbring his Do-
minions^ v/hich tho' in a mannei forgot

here, miy flill ftick in the Stomach of a

Prince oi fo high spirit.

F When
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Whtn this Projcd came to nothing,

we lor along Time encouraged the Queen

of Himgary to dilpute his Pretenfions in

Silcjid^ where he might at firft have been

latished with much lefs than he after-

wards obtained, and that too by our Mcdi-

<itio)iy and under our Guaranty^ by which

we involv'd ourfelves in a ?iew Scene of

Dijpiites^ for the Sake of obtaining his

Guaranty, which is never Hke to produce

any Good either to our real or accidental

Intereiis. Yet that Treaty was once mag-
nihed here as a Maftcr-piece in Politicks^

in Confequence of which the Reader may
remember that a large Body of Pruffian

*Iroops were actually mufler'd in oui News-
papers among the Forces of the Allies

againft France, at the very Juncture when
xhzuMafter was eftedually ajjembling double

the Number in order to invade the King-

dom of Bohemia, which he adually did,

notvvichflanding the famous Treaty of

Bref.aw ; which with fo much Aflurance

we were told would immediately reliore

the Peace of Germany, and in Time that

of Europe. This fhews how myfterious

a thing the modern Method is of mana-
ging publick Ajjairs, and how eafily the

•ic7"/t;// Englijh Minifters may be oijer-

reached in their Engagements , for with-

out
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out doubt they vffcTQ fincere in what they

told their Countryf}jen and tlie Parliament

upon this Occafiorij and really thought

that thefe Treaties would have produced

quite other EffcBs than they did.

But the plain Reafon of all tliis was,

that the King of Frujjia acted upon Mo-
tives which were very little confidered by

the Minijlers of that Country, whofe

Inhabitants were thus impofed upon, and

on the contrary he underftood the Mo-
tives on which they acfted fo well, that

it was impoffible for them to mifiead or

amuje him. In fhort, he was governed

by no other Views than the Intereft of

his own Government, the Safety of which,

he thought, depended in a great Meafure

on the Prefervation of the Gcrmanick

Conjlitution, which he apprehended would

be totally deftroyed if any Power in Ger-

many could give Law to the Emperor.

It was this that in fpight of his Treaty

under our Guaranty, induced him to in-

vade Bohemia, not to aggrandize France,

but to le£en the Power of the Houfe of

Aujlria. We indeed fay that thefc

Phrafes mean thefame thing, his Pruf-

fian Majefty thinks not, and it is very

hard that we will not allow him to know
his oivn Meaning, and I doubt it will b^ a

F 2 h.ird^r
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harder Matter to oblige him to take up

with ours. For any thing, therefore that

I can perceive, we are not hke to be up-

on very good Terms with this Prince in

hafte
J
and yet Great Britain can never

get any thing by being upon bad Terms
with him ; which, if we may believe his

o-ivn Manilefto, is what he would willing-

ly avoid', for therein he profefTes the

ffrcatcfi Refpecl for this Country, and the

utmoit Concern at finding himfelf obliged

to x:ikc another fide in the prefe?ii Dijpute.

I am very tar from faying, that we
ought implicitly, to believe what this

Pr///rf fays of himfelf ; that, perhaps, is

what we are not obliged to do with Re-
Ipedt to any Prince ; but I fay, and I fay

it again, that of all the Princes in Eii-

rope, the King of Prujjia talks in a Stile

that heft merits Belief, for he fays, he is

entirely governed by his oiim hitereft,

Nov/ the King of Pruffia is a Proteftant^

a Prince of the Empire, a Prince that may
be afFecled by any great Alteration in the

Ballayice of Poixcr^ a Prince that does not

feem at all dilpofed to be the Dupe, much
lefs the Viceroy of the French King ; and
yet it is very evident, that he is refolved to

exert his utmofti'Vi:^, and risk his ii^hole

Dcmimons,rdiht^', tiian fufFtroz^r Scheme in

Ger^
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Germany to take Flace. I 'infer from all

this, that we ought ferioufly to confider,

whether the whole Property of this

IJland ought to be rifqued to force the

King of PruJJia, to what * may be as

little our Intereft as his : And in the

next Place, this Point, either from Whim or

j^rgumenty from Reafon or RejenUnenty be-

ing carried, may it not next deferve our At-

tention ; whether it be at all probable that

after we and our Allies have exerted our

utmojt Strength ; we can carry the Pointy

and oblige him to accept of Juch I'erms,

as the Queen of Hungary in her Good-
nefs fhail be pleafed to grant him ? For
though as I faid before, the Map of £«-
rope plainly fhews, that Great Britain

and Brandenburgh have not much Con-

Election ; though it be likewife certain,

that this Country was very rich and very

happy when its Statefmen fcarce kjie^w^

there was fuch a Prince as the Marquis
of Brandenburgh j yet fo ilrangely arc-

things changed, that upon the Refolu-

tion of thofe two Queftions, it in a great

Meafurc depends, whether Jive Years

hence we ihall have Silver enough in this

IJland
J

to change one of our own Gui--

v.eas, if any Foreigner {hould think it

worth

* Viima Facie.
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worth his while to come hither with fuch

a Ficce in his Pocket.

As to Germany in the General^ and

that Ballance of Power, which it is ne-

ceflary Ihould he preferved in the Em-
pire, it is one of Sir Roger de Coverlfs

Cafes, and a Man inclined to avoid Trou-
ble might very fafely fay, in order to get

rid of it at once, that much 7ntght be [aid

on both Sides. I mull: confefs that I have

no Inclination to fay thin;> on either Side^

but as a Native of Great Britain, I think

it my Duty to fay, that it is not only a-

gainlt the Maxims of good Policy, but

again ft the Rules of Common SenJ'e -, nay,

direcflly contrary to the Laws of Nature,

for us to facrifice ourfehes in the Caufe of

Ger?nany; and run with our Eyes open

into fuch a Condition, as muft make us

an eafy Prey to any Invader, to defend the

Rights of another People, or if we may
believe the King of Pruffia, to ferve the

Interefts of a very infignificant Part of

that People. To be fatisfied of this, we
need only confider the Matter cooly and

calmly, and fure by this time we have loft

Plood and Treafure enough to be cool, I

fay we need only do this, and then T^ruth

will [tare us in the Face.

If
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If we rtiould fuppofe that the Gennam

were a Jtupid^ 'weak and barbarous Na-
tion, attacked by the French, greatly fu-

perior to them in Wealth, Power, and

Underflanding, with a View to make
them Slaves, and to turn their Fores

when made Slaves upon all the reft of

Europe, it might pcffibly be a reafonable

Propofiuon to fo brave, fo 'wife, fo weal-

thy a Nation as 'we are, to enter into a

Crusade for the Prefcrvation of thefe

our dijireffcd Brethren. But I doubt

very much, whether even in fuch 2l Cafe,

and I take this to be the Jirongeft that can

be put, it would be perfedly reconcile-

able to what hitherto have been thought

the be ft Maxims of Government for us to

exert our utmojt Strength in Favour of

thefe Neighbours, till fuch time as we
were thoroughly latisfied, that they had
exerted theirs, and were unanimoufly re-

folved to co-operate with us for their own
Prefervation. I know very well, that

the Law of Nature, of Nations, and of

common Honefty obhge States to fulfil their

Rngage7nents, and to comply with T^'rea-

ties ; but I know of no Principles, ever

yet laid down by any Jpcculative Foliti-'

cian, who wrote even for the Inhabitants

cf Utopia, that would juftify fo Roma?itic

Syflem
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Svficm^ as to ferve People whether they

will or m ; to compel them to think as

you do about their own Interefts, to hire

them iojight for their oivn Service, to hire

another part of them to fight againft thefe

when they have deferted your Service,

and after they liave been beat to beg them
to enter into your Pav again. This is

not only rcjining upon Politicks^ but upon
Chrijtianity -, for be who bid us forgive

our Enemies^ never bid us pay and trujt

them.

But fuch as have a due Knowledge of,'

and a juft Efteem for, the German Na-
tion, will be very far from thinking that

this approaches their Cafe in any degree*

They will fay, and they have a Right to

lay it, that the Germans are as brave, as

powerful^ and as ivifc a Nation to the full

as the French. They will fay, that Li-

berty is in fome Places as much enjofd^

and in all as well underftood, as in any o-

ther part oi Europe whatever. They will

fay, and it is from a Perfuafion of the

Truth of it that I fay it for them, that

the very be/l Writers on thefe SubjeSfs

have been Ger^nam. They will fay, that

France was never too hard for the united

Power oi Germany in former Times, when
Germany was iveaker, and France ftronger

th£(n
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than file is now. But when they have

faid all this, and when we have admitted,

what indeed we muft admit, becaufe it

cannot be denied, that all this is true^

how much will the Queltiun be alter'd,

and how differently ought we to ftate the

Cafe ? If the Germans are really fuperior

in Power to the French^ as a late Writer

has incontefkbly proved they are, how
can any other Nation be under an Obli-

gation to raife her laji Man, to fpeftd her

laft Shilling to pawji her Credit with

Jews, to affifl this Nation to do, what
without her Ailiftance fhe might do, and

would do if fhe thought fit ? If the Ger-

mans have right Notions of Liberty, and
underftand it as well as other Nations

;

why are we filled with fuch Pa?inicki

about them ? The Germans are a flout;

well limbed People, and I never heard of

any body that thought they faw a Pack"

Saddle upon their Backs j why then

fhould we be fo apprehenfive of their fuf»

fering the French to ride them ? or why
from the Terror of this, fhould we forget

our own Love for Liberty, and fuffer them
to ride us ? If the Germajis have their

Senfes as well as we, why fhould they

not be allowed to mind their own Con-

cerns ? Why fhould we take upon us to'

G be'
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he. ihcir GuarJia?is ? And, contrary to the

Cuflom of good GuardiajtSj beggar our-

fehes to ferve our H ards "i It is allow'd

that we can have no Interefl in making
Conqucfls on the Continent for ourjehes

:

Does it not follow then, that we mufl

have kfs Intercft in making Conqiiefts for

ether Ptopic .^ If the Germans were unani-

mous, they would not need our AJjiJiance ;

but is there any Hopes of our beating

them into Unanimity ^ or if we could,

mull we be at the Pains of beating them
lirft, to get them in the Humour of let-

ting us alJift them afterwards ? Surely

this would be abfurd and ridiculous in the

highefl: Degree. But, fay fome laife Peo-

ple, you make the things ridiculous by

your Reprefentation. Very well 3 let us

hear how you reprefent it.

Why, fay they, who echo the Speeches

of our great PoliticianSy the Interejl of

Germany, is ih^fame with the Intereft of

Great Britain. But there are tii-o Sorts

of Germans ; one that are for an Aujlrian

Emperor, and a kind of hereditary-elec-

ti've Emperor, |with a due Meafure of
co^'rciie Power over the Indifenda?it States

of the Efnpire, by eftabli{l;iing of which
Germany would become 2. proper Ballance

to France j whereas the other Sort of

Germansy
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Germajis, for want of having a right

Notion of their civjj Intereft", can't diftin-

guifli betv.'»:en an Aiiftrian Bridle and a

FrenchToke^ but have fiiffered thcmfelves

to be "iobeedlcd, courted^ and bribed by
prance to their oivn Undoing. It is

therefore requifite for their own Safety,

that the People of Great Britai?i lliould

ailiil: the right-headed Germans againft the

wrong-headed^ fhould coax the latter to

take their Mo7iey\ rather than the Fi'e/ich
',

to mind their civ?2 Bafinef% and if fair
JVords and Guiiieas will not do, what
then ] Why we muft find out a new
cant Word, fuch as the Common Caufe,

and be as enthufiaflically zealous for that,

as ever our Anceftors were in the Holy

War. Now fliould I be glad to know
whether their Cafe or mine be mod ridi-

culous ; or whethei if the Miferies of his

Country did not hijxder him, a Man would

not burft his Sides with laugiiing, to hear

it gravely propofed, that the Rnglijh Na-r

tion in their prefcnt Condition ihould fend

their Troops^ and lend their Money to fight

againft Coi'mption •, fliould transform their

able AmbafTadors into Apoftles^ commif-

fion'd to propagate Unanimity j and (hould

within half 2i Century after the Revolu-
tion, raife Heaven and Earth to oblige

G2 ^
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a great Nation to part with her ancient

Conftitution, and barter for Hereditary

Right an Ele^ive Monarch. But to

be as ferious as thefe Abfurdities will al-

low us, let us confider what we ha've been

Joing, what is done, and what we are lo

Jo.

Oil the Death of the Emperor Charles

VI. it did not at firil: appear, that there

was any Danger of a IFar breaking out

about his Succfjjion, and therefore it is

faid our Minifter at a certain Court, was

not treated with more Refpedl than he

might have merited, if he had come
from the leaft of the Electors. But when
the Court oi Vie?2na faw no Clouds arifing

but clear and fair Prcfpeds on every fide,

{he was fo much elated at the Sight, that

Ihe refolv'd to fix the Imperial Seat ftill

in her own Capital by exalting the Grand
Duke to the vacant Throne. This was

equally dilagreeable to France and PriiJJia;

this induced the latter to apply to the for-

mer ; and, upon canvafling the feveral

Courts of Germany^ there appear'd an

extraordinary Unanimity upon this Occa-

fion. The College of Eledors fufpended

the Voice of Bohemia^ to which Kingdom
there were then no lefs than three Frtten^

ders, and they unanimoufly ele<5ted the

}^te
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late Duke of Bavafia to be their Head,
by the Style and Title of Charks VII, In

Regard to this Tranfadion as England had

no Share, fo it does not appear fhe took
any Concern ^ but as for her accidental

Intereft, that went with the Majority,

and the Emperor was own'd, and treated

here, as indeed a Prince of his Rank ought

to be, with the utmoft Deference and
Refped. But it unfortunately fell out,

that France^ to countermine the TrojeBi

of the Houfe of Auftria^ had enter'd in-

to Engagements to efpoufe the Preten-

fions of that of Bavaria to the Suc-

cejjion of the late Emperor, which occafi-

the prefent fatal and bloody War. But I

defire the Reader will obferve, that how-
ever the EleBion and Succejjlon have been
interwoven fince, they are things abfo-

lutely diJiinB in themfelves, and fo they

appear to have been confider'd by our

Betters 5 who both in England and in

Germany ^idiQd with the EleBion -, but at the

fame Time took the other fide with Ref-

ped; to the Succejfion ; and thus tho'

Great Britain in point of Intereft might
not have much to do with either fide,

yet by the happy Dexterity of fome mo-
dem Statefmen, fhe was brought to bufy

hcrfelfon both fides.

Thi^
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It was lucky enough for us, that we

might ftill have kept the War far e-r

nough off, and yet \\2ivc fulfilled our En^
gagements ; we might have fupphed the

Queen of Hungary with Money, and flie

of herfelf, as it plainly appears, would
then have been able to have found Me?i

enough to defend her Dominions. The
War in Flanders^ the only part which
could affedt us, was our own feeking :

we brought it upon ourfclves and the

JDutcL\ in order to brins; them into Mea-
fures agreeable to the Court of Vienna :

And thus that"Fire,which while it blazed in

one Corner might have been more eaiily

extinguifhed, was fpiead into every Cor-

ner, and that by thofe whofe Interefl it

certainly was to put it out as foon as pof-

fible. We feem'd afterwards to alter our

Meafures a little, and to be defirous of

ftijiing it where it began, when we
march'd our Army to Dettingen ; and by
the Interpofition of Providence found our*

felves there in fuch a Situation, as might
have enabled us to have repair'd our pajl

Miftakes, by putting an end to thofe Ex-
pences, which, whether necelTary or un-
neceflary, it is certain we cannot bear,

and therefore ought to have got rid

of them as foon as it was pofTible,

But



(47)
But what did we then ? Why the very

reverfc of what we ought to have done
in the Judgment of every fenfiblc Engli/h-

man
J
and of every rational Ger7nan,

We then di"jided what we had for

fome time hiterivo'ven and perplex d-^ I

mean the Affair of the EleBion and the

Affair of the Sticcejfion. We took upon
us to negotiate with the Emperor -, and
when we had brought him to accett the
Plan that was propofed, we broke with
him in the moil indece?it manner, not to

make ufe of harfher Epithets, as if we
were afraid even of a good Peace^ and
were fond of a War, the Expcnce of
which was carrying us every Day farther

and farther towards ctir Riiin. But "Cuhy

did we do this ? Ay, that is the great

^.eflion, which whoever can anfwer (a-

tisfaftorily Ihall be my jipollo in Poli-

ticks ?

But tho' I am not able to anfwer this

Qucftion, or to tell why they did it, yet

I am able to fay fomething negatively,

and that it was not for certain Reafons,

which otherwife might be fuggefted, I

will not fay in Support, but in Excufe of
thi. Meafure. It was not becaufe the

Queen of Hungary refufed her Concur-

rmce^ for fhe has in the moft folemn man-
ner
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ncr land on the Faith of a crown!d Kead^

declared that it was not fo much as asked.

It was not from the Objlinacy of the Ew-
peror, for he yielded to all that was

demanded. It was not from any Sufpi-

cion of his Infmceriiy, for the very Terms
we prefcribed put that out of his ponioer.

It Was not becaufe upon Recollection we
thought thofe Terms too good for him

;

for we have feen better Terms given his

Son without our Interpojitio?!, and yet we
have approved and applauded them. It

was not becaufe the Intereft of Greats

Britain was not fufficiently confidered

;

for file had nothing to afk. It was, fay

the Malicious and Difaffeded, as the Z/O-

*vers of War call them, becaufe our tem^

porary^ accidental Intereft was not fiiffi^

ciently confidered. The Emperor would
not confent to certain Secularizations m
favour of that Intereft j and what is to be

faid in anfwer to this I am yet to learn.

Certain it is, that if this be a Calumny (as

every Man ought to vvih it may) it can-

not be fliled -x groiindlejs Calumn)\ becaufe

a Mijiifier^ and which is more extraordi-

nary, the very Minifter who negotiated

thiS Trtoty, oave it under his Hand lo the

Imperial AmbaJJadoi , that he Jirfl men-
tion'd to him fome iuch Secularizations
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as Expedients by which the Emperor might
purchalc Peace. Very rtrange indeed

!

It was from the Riipture of this Treaty

that the War took a ?iew Turn, and we
thought lit to embrace a 72ew Caufe. After

treating the Emperor fo ///, there feemcd

to be juft Reafons to fufp^(ft he might be

treated worfe ; and the Fear of this united

the Friends of the German Conjiitution in

that which was called the Treaty ofFranc-

fort. If any Man fliould call upon me
for Proof of this I appeal to the Treaty

itfelf, to the Emperor's Rtfcripts, to the

King of Fruf/ia's Maniffo^ and to the

Memorial of Prince IVilliani of Hefe j if

thefe are not accounted inconteflable

Evidence of the Matter ci Fa£f, I know
nothing that can be called ib j but I know
that I have fomething more to produce,

which is the Refcript of the prefent Elec-

tor of Bavaria : and he who doubts after

that, mull: do it for Reafons that are out

of the reach oi ConviBion^ at leaii by Ar-
gument. From this new /Era we may
date the King of Priiffia'-o Defection, and

the exaggerated Expence of the War,-

which followed from thence. Such as-

the Subfxdies vvhich produced the Treaty'

of Warfaii), and the other Subfidies to

German Princes ; to fome for defending

11 other
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Other Folks Dominions, and to others for

dcfhiding, xhtw cwfi -, nay, for • giwrding

tl^ir very C^ipitaIs, 'xvhich I believe is

the Jirji Indnnce that ever a Man- was

piiid tor lolthig his cicn Dcors, JBut to

People that have made one falfc Step,.

Stiufibling. becomes as it vtxre natural ; and

indeed we have been ftaggering on evei

fince, and have been more than once at

tlie point of catching a Fall. Thus much
for what wC; have dojie, and are dcing:

now to look forward a little in order to

fee what we arc to do.

The Face of Affairs is once more chan •

ged. in Germany. After a tedious gnd

troublefome Lite, after endeavouring to

fatisfy all Parties and pleafing nouQyCbarles

VII. is in his Grave. The great Quef-

tion now is who fl:iall be his Succcjfor. No
wonder that this is a great ^ejiion to

Germany ; but to i'peak cooly and fairly

what has Great Britain to do with this

Quellion ? It is a Matter of great Im-
portarxe to refolve j and therefore I fliall

endeavour to dilcufs it. Firll, then, with

refpedl: to her real and natural Interefl

fl]c has ?ione at all. If an Emperor of

Germany be a v/ife and good Prince he

will purlue his oizn interejts^ which he

will.know to be thofe ot the Empire-^

,
:

:

and
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and luch a Prince will be always our

Fricijd, Ejt if a German Emp;^ror

be 2i Bigot, an ambitious Man, one who
Iras private Vieics^ to which he would

make the Interejls of the Empire fubfer-

vient, he may call himfelf cur Friend^ but

it will -be to our Coft. • If we confider the

Conftitution of the Empire, it requires

that no Foreign Powers fliould interfere in

the EleBion ; fo that in this Light too we
can have no Concern. Take it again with

regard to Treaties. The Guaranty of the

Pragjnatick b'anciion^ did not bind us to

force an Emperor upon the Germanick

Bodv, that would be feethino; the Kid in

its Mother s Milk ; it would make an A'5f:

of the Diet, deilruclive of their oivn

Freedom. 13y what means therefore are

we become interejled in this Qaeftion.

Let them who maintain w^e are intereft-

ed in it, exhibit their Proofs ; for my
Part 1 know of none ; and I think I can

offer an Argument that will evince there

canht none. Foreither we miuft efpoufe

a Prince agreeable to the Germans^ and
tlicn he can owe 7iothing to our Ajjijiance,

or we mull ufe iilicit Mesons to obtrude zxi

Emperor on that Nation, which mufl
entail upon us a vaji Expence in main-

taining of him, at the fame time that we
H 2 violate
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violate the Liberties of thofc^ whom wc
pretend to eliecm and protecf. This

rrtiiy appear weak and trivial to fome ^

bur I know [many of the moft fenfible

Men in E?igland^ to whom this Reajhn

has appeared unanfwerable.

We run away with a Notion that the

railing a certain Candidate to this Dignity,

is a Point of the ereatell: Conic quence to

the Germans themfelves. If it be fo, the

Germans are undoubtedly the bejl Judges.

But let us coniider a litile, and fee if

there be any probable Arguments to in-

duce us to believe that if thev were en-

tn-ely left to themfelves, they would de-

cide \v\ favour oi this Candidate. Of the

Ecclejiajlical EleBors, there is but one

that CLin be abfolutely relied on ; and we
can eaiily call to mind tlie particular and

ferfo7ial Arguments that injiuence him.
As to the fecular Electors, the Vote of

Bohejjiia is as yet fufpended, for Reajhn

s

which M\ fubjlji. The King of Poland^

Elec^tor of Saxo?2V, if he votes in favour

of that Candidate, mufl: do it for Motives

eafily gueffed at -, from Motives that muft
be confiderable^ fince at the fame time
they determine him in favour of another^

they determine him againft hiftifclf. The
Elecftor of Bavaria will vote to recover

his



( 53 )
_

his Country ; lie votes as it were in vin^

culis ; and it is no Wonder that a Prince

fliould be glad to have his Chains taken

off. The King of PruJJia, Eledlor of

Brandenhiirgl\ is not like to vote for this

Candidate ; neither is the Eledor Pala-^-

tine : So that the King of Great Britain^

Ele(ftor of HatiGver, is ihe fingle/rtr and

tmbiajjed Voice, that can be depended upon
infuchan Eledion. This is a trifeand fair

State of the Cafe, and I believe no-body

v/ill attempt to deny it ; and from this State

of the Cale it manifeftly appears, that if

this EIed;ion takes placc^ it will not be

unanimous^ and it is highly probable, will

not be imdifputed. But whether unani-

mous or not, difputed or undifputed, as

Great Britain from her real and natural

InterelT: can have no Concern in it, fo it

can never be fuppofed that fhe will interefl

herfelf in the Event. I fay it can never

be fuppofed, becaufe thofe who are unin-

fluenced by Court Favours, would be a-

gainll fuch a Meafure from Principles of
^

Patriotiffn y and fuch as are devoted to

the Courty will never incline to fuch a

Meafure for fear of being thought biafTed

by an accidental and temporary Interefl,

againil the certain, real, and natural In-

terefl
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tereri: of their Country, I look therefore

upon this Suppofition as uncontroyertable.

n . Hut if vvc confider ttje Confiquenccs of
our abetting a difputed Election, if we
reflc<it that this will change the whole Sy-

ficmoi the War \ \\\^x it will involve us

in pew and^;r^/^r Expences \ that it will

take fronn us the Hope^ of feeing a,n End
of our Labours, that it will impofe on us a

Burden we are unable to bear j and at,the

time a Burden v/e can ntytx juftify ha.\-

jng upon our P<?//cr/V)', we conclude that

it is a Meafure rt// Parties v.'illoppofe. I

know very well, that fonis may reprefent

.-jtliis as an unpopular Declaration ^ bat fure

it cannot be fo in Jaci. For certainly no
People were ever fo infatuated^ as to bate

a Man for being in their Interefl. A
Writer vvho makes fuch a Declaration^ as

he can do it for no other Motive but

-Love ofhis Country^ fo he can have no Kx-
peElation of Rewardj but from her ; and
he mud have a ??iean Opinion of his Cou?i-

try indeed, who if he knows himfclf

hearty and honrfl in her Caufe, can doubt
,of her Gratitude. And it is from a full

.^>>;^^ of this, and from a tender Feeli?ig

for her
J

tJiat / Jpeak.

^..T\\Q. Ballance q( Power in Jtaly^ has

alfg fallen at certain times under the Care

of
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of our modern PolicicianSj' who have

fliewn as much Skill m the Management,
of that, as of other foreign Concerns.

Her Majefty Queen Anne^ and the Mini^

llers that fcrved her in the four Injl Ycar^,

of her Reign, but particularly the great.

Earl of Oxford^ thought fit at the Ciofe

of the lalt War, to give the Kingdom of

Sicily to the Duke of Savoy j in the fof-

fefiion of which ifhe had been maintained,

the BalUujce o^ Power in Italy could no.t

have been deflroycd, by cither of the

Houfes of Atfjlria or Bourbon ; and as

the Duke of Savoy was allied by

Blood to the o?ie^ and by Interefi to the

other, it would have been a very eafy

Matter with our Maritirne Force to have

fecured his PofTefTion of that Kingdom,
and to have raifed a new Maritime Power
in Italy, dependant upon us, and that

muH: always have b:;en dependant upon
us. Yet immediately after the Acceffion

of the late King, this wife and excellent

Difpolition was firfl: ridiculed^ and then

overturned \ a great Fleet fent to ,put Si-

cily into the Hands of the Germans^ by

which we ruined our Interefl with Spain,

and rendered pur Trade with Sicily pre-

carious. We afterwards foupd Reafons

to differ wivh the Emperor, fuch as they

were;
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were ; and the Syfteni was again chang-

ed, and contrary to all the Principles that

had before been laid down, we join-

ed with France to deftroy that Union,

which, if we meant to promote a Ballance

of Power
J
we ought to have promoted.

This was the Confequence of the Treaty

of Hanover j which in its Letter and

Spirit was direcflly repugnant to both the

Grand Alliances^ and confequently to that

Scheme, which for thirty Years we had

purfued at fuch an immenfe Expence of

Blood and ^reafure. This fhewed at

once our Wifdom and our Steadinefs.

But then again we faced about on a

fudden, and by the treaty of Sevtl flruck

out entirely a new Plan, in which we
were fubfervicnt to the Views of France^

and acflually brought about all the Evils of

which we have fmce complained. The
Introdudion of Don Carlos into Italy,

coft the old King of Sardijiia his Wits

and his Crown, by throwing him into

fuch perplexed Ciicumrtances that he

could retain neither. The fame wife

Meafures induced the prefent King of

Sardinia to adt as he did, and to join with

France. We took no Share in the War
that this brought about, but fat ftill quiet-

ly, and faw Naples and Sicily given to a

Prince
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Prince of tlic Houle of BourbG?! ; not-

withftanding the Declarations that we had

formerly made, . that this was abfolutely

incompatible witli the Intercfu of Gi-eat

Britain. Nay, what was flill rriore ex-

traordinary, we boajiedj though with very

little Reafon^ of having a Hand in that

Peace, by which thofe Kingdoms were

were ^iven to Don Carlo:. We have

fince i^Q^n. cur Error, have faced about

once again, and declared with great

Warmth and Vigour for his Sardinia?!

Majefty, who if he had been preferved in

the pofTeffion of the Kingdom of Sicily^

would not have ftood in need of the ^r^^^

Supplies we have given him ; nor indeed

could that War have ever arifen, which is

now faid to render them neceflary. By
thefe Circular Politicks therefore, we
have been perpetually changing Sides,

everlallingly embarraffed, continually ex-

haufling ourfelves by prodigious Experices,

and by our lafl Treaty of Worms flipulat-

ed to purchafe the Marquifate of Finals

for no other Reafon than to make the King
of Sardinia a Maritime Poiver, which
the Treaty of Utrecht, fo often condemned

for want of being imderflood, had done

cffe^ually. All this is fo plain, that it h
I impofn-
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mpoflible either to deny the Matters of

Fa<5t, or the Confequences deduced from

them.
It may not be amifs to lay open to the

'EngUp Reader the true Reafons of his

Sardinian Majefly's prefint Condud,
that we may be fatisfied he a(fts upon

much wifer and more folid Motives than

is generally imagined, and is not entirely

governed by his Hopes or Fears of our

Proceedings. He faw from the IJjue of

the late War how little he had to expedt

from the Houfe of Bourbon^ and that all

his Security mufl: refult from maintaining

the Auliriam in the poiTefTion of their

Italian Dominions i becaufe otherwife he
muft lie entirely at the Mercy of the

French and Spa?iiJJ:> Courts. They might,

and there is no doubt they have, offered

him as much or more than ever he can

exped from the Allies ; but what Secu-

rity could they offer him, that if he ac-

cepted their Terms, they fhould be any
longer kept than for their own Conveni-

ency? If the Queen of Hungary had been

difpoffefs'd of all her Italian Dominions,

he could exped: no Affiftance from her.

The Grand Duke would have been in as

precarious a Situation as himfelf. The
Maritime Powers would have left him,

in
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in confequence of his deferting them ; fo

that for want of Guara?itees it was im-
poffible that aOy Propofitions from France
or Spain^ however promifing, however
fpecious, could ever tempt the wtfejl
Crown'd Head in Europe (always except-
ing our Sovereign) to leave himfelf at
their Mercy, There is no Reafon there-
fore to fear, that this Prince fhould de-

fert us, or abandon the prefent Alliance.
He may receive Propofitions from SpaiUy
he may make them to France, but with
a view only to amufe thofe Courts, the
latter of which is wife enough to know
that he never can be in earnefl, becaufe
it is diredly contrary to his Intereft. He
has maintain'd himfelf, and he will maia-
tain himfelf, notwithftanding his LofTes
and his Sufferings, as long as it is in his

power, and when he can defend himfelf
no longer, v/e mufl not call it Treachery
or Ingratitude, if he makes the be/i ^enns
he can. I fay we mufl not make ufe of
fuch harfli ExprefTions, becaufe he may
retort the Overtures made to, or received
from, the Marquis de St. Giles at the
Hague, in relation to the Settlement of
Don Philip 3 for if that Prince is, after
all, to have a Settlement in Italy, it will
be much the fame thing to his Sardinian

I 2 Ma-
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Majefly, to 'whoin he owes it. If ever

this Meafure fhould take Place, it will

be a plain Return to th^'Syftcm of the

Treaty of Scvil ; and we might as well

have kept a precarious kind of Peace to

this Time, by the Help of half a Score

more Conventions. \ mention this only

to fhcw, that fincc wc are forced iofac-
tuate thus in our foreign Politicks, to

change Sides often, and to be at perpetual

Expence, it would be full as well to mind
our Oxiii Affairs, to provide cffcdually for

the Security of our Commerce, and to fight

7tohoclys Battles but our own ; for moll
affuredly we have got nothing hitherto by
being the common Mediators, or as our

grand Politicians affect to ffyle it, holding

the Ballance of Power in Europe.

But what is moft extraordinary is, that

our Maritime Force, or at leaft our

Management of our Maritime Force, has

likewife failed us. We were pofitive of
beating the French and Spaniards, if ever

we could fight them. We have fought

them, and without carrying our Point j

partly thro- the Dif'erences between our

ConunanderS; and partly thro' the Cowar-
dice of Officers, preferred by Intere[i rather

than Merit. We perfuaded ourfelves,

that it was impoffible for the Spaniards to

trani-
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tranfport Troops, Ammunition, or Pro-

vifions to Italy, without there being in-

tercepted by our Fleets, and yet they

have done this over and ever, and feem

fo little to doubt the Poffibility of their

doifig ity that at this very Inftant they

have rifqued all their Hopes on th^tfmgU
Point, If the Care of taking Priza
fliould once more get the better of the

Defire of Glory, it is
.
certain they will

carry that Poifit of fo great Confequencc

to them and to us. We boafted q{fright'

ing the King of the T^wo Sicilies into a

Neutrality ; but we boa/led of it o?ily. And
wow perhaps it is his ^urn to boqft. It

was a Point fettled, that our Bomb-Ketches

were fufficient to keep the State ofGe?26a

in order j and yet in that too we have

been mijlaken ; fo that on the whole, it

looks as if the new Pbrofe of Fatality

might be applied to all ouj foreign Mea^
fureSy to our Negociations and Operations 5

to our Meafures in Germany and in Italy ;

to our warlike Exploits by Sea [and by

Land, If therefore Fate interpofes fo

flrongly againft us in all our Underta-

kings, to ?}iejid the Difpofitions of Provi-

dence, and to keep the Univerfe in good.

Order, why fhould we not take this

friendly Caiitisn^ conclude fuch extenfive

DcligRs
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Defigns beyond the Circle of our Capa-

city, and prudently content our felves

with what Providence has made our pro-

per Bujinefsy the minding our Affairs at

Home, efpecially fince we cannot but be

confcious, that they fufFer fufficiently by
our being fo bufy abroad, which is per-

haps the bejl reafon that can be affign'd

for fome Folks endeavouring to keep us

always bufy in that way.

Before we return Home, we ought to

>ake Fla?iders and Holland in our way.

It has been on all Hands confefTed, that

if there be afiy Part of the Continent

more peculiarly under our ProteSfiony it

is the Jirjl of thefe Countries, and that

chiefly, becaufe on the Safety of it de-

pends the Security of the other. Yet it

fo falls out that when we have been fup-

plying Money to one Power, and Fleets to

another, fo little Care has been taken of
this, that our droops have fpent their

Time chiefly in being SpeBators of the

Vi5lories of the French, who could have
had no Opportunity of exerting their

Arms on that Side, if thofe Troops had
never been fent thither. One Year they

inarched from thence into Germany, and
fo lojl the Stafon -, the next Year, they

law Menin, Tpres, and. Fumes taken

wlth«
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wichout being able to fave them j and
afterwards when they were fuperior to the

Enemy, they loft their Time in Marches,

and Counter-marches, their very Generals

^arit tell why^ but refer us from 07ie to

another. But the Proceedings of the

prefent Year outdo all the reft. The
Troops of the Allies are commanded by
two Germa7i Officers, and at the fame
Time we fcarce fee a fingle Corps of

Troops, except in the Fay of the Mart-
time Powers, of that Nation in the Field.

We have fought it is true, but with no

great Reputation, except it be that the

Englip Forces deferved the Praifes of
Friends and Enemies. Yet by d^Jirange

Fatality (and I think the Word was
never more properly applied) an Eng^
lijh Account by Authority, charged the

Lofs of this Battle to the want of
Courage or Condudl, or both, in an Fng-
lijh Officer, But it fo fell out, that

it was a Charge C7ily, and a Charge
only known to thofe who viade it. It

aftoniftied the Dutch when it appeared,

and though this be VQxyJirange, yet what
isjiill ftranger, it aftonifhed the "jery Ar-
my in which it hp.ppened. There was
not 2,fingle Officer let into the Secret, fo

that there was a general Exclamation a-

gainft
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/^ainfl that Account^ as foori as It came

over. The Gentleman concerned, inflead

of dreading a Court-Martial, demarided

it ; inftead of declining a Hearing, infijl-

ed upon it ; inliead of applying for Fa^

'jour^ asked it as a Point of Jiijlice^ to

publifli his oivn Cafe ; which if it be not

iojull and clear as might be wifhed, may
"with great Reafon be referred to the ob-

taining his Reqmjl^ and pubhfhing no

more than what he was permitted to pub-

lifli with Lea've. This however is fuffi-

cient to ivipe off the Stai?i from the En-
glijh Arms j for this very Officer appears

to have done what he was directed to do^

to have done what it was in his poiver to

do, to have remained at the Head of the

Regiment that fuffered moft, till he was
wounded and carried off. Thus tlie Cam-
paign has begun without Succejs in Aclion,

and with little Regard to Truth in Re-

frejentations. I chufe therefore to fay no

more upon this Head, that I may not

feem to bclpcak Mifchicfs^ or like the

fTriwipter of Fatalities to be inclined to

hurt the Reputation of my Countrymen

^

while they are c^pofmg themfclves tofup-

port the Reputation of their Cowitry.

As to our good Friends the Dutcl\ I

am convinced they are fo from Neceffity,

and
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and that from the Load brought upcia

them, as well as us, by the lafl General

War, they are really in fuch a rotate of
Dependancy^ that they cannot help JoU
lo\vi?ig our Motions, though they may do

ilfajler ov Jlowcr, according as the Con-
iideration of their ow?i Interefls prompt
them. But, however, follow they tnufl.

This is fo far from bein^; an Advinta^e.

either to the Britijh J^ation, or the Peo-

ple of Holland, that on the contrary it is a

Prejudice to both. To us, becaufe at every

Turn we are told that Meafures muft be

right, becaufe the Dutch approve them

;

as if the modern Dutch preferved much
more of the Spirit of their Ancejlors than

we do ; or as if this Argument, which in

its full Extent would prove all our Mea-
fures right, ought rationally to prove any

of them fo. To them it is an Inconveni-

ence, becaufe it gives a joreign Byafs to

their Councils, and has other Effects,

which becaufe of too great Confequence
to them^ and no way necefTary to me, I

forbear to expofe. But whoever is dif-

pofed to confider them, may with very

little trouble difcover them, in the famous
Letters of Mr. Van Hoey, who fpeaks

not only his own Senfe, but that of a great

Party in Holland-^ for the Dutch nave

K Parties
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Parties and Fa5lions as well as we ; and

this, though 1 have little room to fpare,

obliges me to touch on ajiother Topick.

By a rtrange Fatality in Politicks^ we
are on both Sides in Holland ; that is to fay

for ihtjake of the War^ we are with the

governing ylnti-Stadtholdrian Party ; and

from the Marriage between the Princefs

i?q)^/and the Prince o^ Orange, we are,

or at leafi: are thought to be, on that Side

alio. It is eafy to fee, that our Meafures

and Negotiations in that Country mufl: be

perplexed and embarrajjed by thefe diffe-

rent Connections j and it is likewife very

eafy toy^^, that is, if we have a mind to

fee it, and will not be wilfully blind, that

from hence arife that Diffdetice and Slow-

7iejsy of which we complain fo much in

that People. They have certainly thcif

Intereft, 1 mean their ow?i real, natural,

and invariable Intereft, as much at Heart

as any People upon Earth, and for this

we ought not to hate or defpije, but to ad-

mire and covimc7id them, notwithftand-

ing that, from this Jleady Adherence

to their oii'n Interejl^ we do not always

find them fo yielding and complaiJa?it, as

we could wifti.

One Thing more and I have done. It is

notorious to all the World,^ and no Secret

to
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to the Dutch themfelves, that they have

what is called a Fre?2ch Party among
them, though I think a httle improperly,

becaule I look on it as certain, that Party

are far enough from defigning to make
their Country a Province to France ; tho*

from Principles that I have not Leifure to

explain, they are againft coming to Extre-

mities with France. Now in Proportion

to the Succejjes of the French^ the Credit

and Intereft of this Party muft neceflari-

ly rife^ and confequently give them a

greater Power of impeding thofe vigorous

Meafures, which we are conftantly pr'cf^

Jing upon the States ; and hence arifes this

great Inconvenience, that what we think

ought to rouze and quicken them, muft

in the Nature of things render tiiem more
tardy andjloiv. This, though in itfelf a

Point of the higheft Confequence ^ is fcarce

known^ and confequently very little con-

fidered here^ which makes us run into very

great Mirtakes about //6^/rIntereftando«r^,

leads us to form ill-grounded and prepof-

terous Hopes^ puts us upon ufelefs and chi-

merical ProjeBst and induces us to think

hardly, and fpeak radily of People who
do not deferve it j becaufe they do all they

can^ and yet we very often exclaim a-

gainft them for ?iot doing more. The
K Z Reader
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Reader will eafily difcern in this, and I

hope in all other Parts of my Diicourfe,

that I am not byafTed by Farty Conjidera-

tions, but fpeak the Truth and nothing

but the Truth of other Nations and our

own.

I have now finifhed mv Tafk, and in

a narrow Compafs, and in plain Lau-

gJt^igc, given my En^lijh Reader.-, a fuc-

cind; Syil:em of Joreign yiff'airs, which I

flatter myfelf will appear fo clear and con-

fident with Fi^dls^ as to enable them to

judge for themfeives in moll c){ the poiiti'

cal Co}>tr6Vcrfies that are daily llarted, and

with regard to which fo much Painf^ is

taken by rt// Parties to mijlead znd abufe

them, by engaging thrm in different

Schemes and Projedts abroad, purely to

ferve the Intererts of a fciv, a 'uery feiL\

at Home; iv.Cx this with fo much Art and

Cunning, that even the moll: difa/lroui

i^^ivw/'i are lo reprefented, as t© engage us

only to a Cha?ige of li'ro^ig Meafures, in-

ftead of opening our Eses to the only Mea-
fures than can be right ; that is, fuch Mea-
fures as are confilk-nt with, and have a

tendency to promote our own Interefts.

To make this Matter perfectly clear, it is

jeauifite to confider the State of Parties^

and the Condition of affairs at J^ome
j

which
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which if the Reception of this well meant

Treatife on foreign Affairs (hall encou-

rage the Author, he is ready to perform.

In the mean time, I (hall conclude with

a few plain and important Dedu5lions,

from what has been already faid.

In the firft Place it manifeftly appears,

that the more we coniider the Nature of

our Government ^ the Confequences of our

JVars and Negotiations for forty Years

palt, both with Refpedl to ourfehes and

our Neighbours^ the more evident and

certain it will appear, that our Notions of

dircciing the Contine7it^ and adjufting the

Meafureso^Power
^
proper for other States

to enjoy, is very far from being o«r Province;

and in (lead of tending to render us bappy^

free and wealthy at Homey is calculated to

keep us continually divided^ fubjedl to all

the MiferieSy refulting from the firuggle

of Faiiions, and amongfl: thefe to a hea-

vy Load of Debts and laxes, which
cramp our T^rade^ enervate our Powery

and weaken our Cojifiitution.

We may fecondly conclude, that fince

we have io often changd our Schemes,

and our Statefmen have fo much varied

in their Notions^ as to our foreign Intc-

rells, by afferting now that we arc in

Danger from one Power, then from ano^

tber.
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ther^ and drawing us thereby into Mea-
fures, that put us upon bad Terms with

both, it is infinitely better and fufer for us,

to interfere kfs in thefe Sort of Difputes,

and to conceive only thofc to be our Ene^

mies, who curb our 'Trade, attack our

Dominions, or by fome other open and un-

deniable Adt, proclaim their Inclination

to hurt us. For as to didant Dangers,

and fuch as ar# grounded only in the Ap-
prehenfion of Statejhen, we iee by all the

Treaties within the Compafs of haij u

Century laft paft, from thole for the Par^
tition of the Spanijh Monarchy dow^n to

the Treaties of Hanover and Seville, and

perhaps without injuring Truth, I might

go lower, they rather create than avert

Evils, and have fome of them brought

upon us the very Mifchiejs they were
calculated to avoid.

Thirdly and laflly, it is moft apparent,

that if there be an irreconcileable Differ

rence between our Interefls, and thofe of

Frajjce, becaufe that ambitious Crown
has always Views to our Prejudice, the

mod natural and the moft effectual Me^
thod of fecuring ourfeives muft be by add^

ing to the real and internal Strength of

this Nation, which can be no otherwife

done, than by purfuing fuch Meafures^










