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P H Y L A X, &c.

At a period of universal agitation and disorder,

and when the signs of the times are singularly

inauspicious, it cannot surely be charged upon any

man as an impertinence, that he contribute his best

endeavours towards healing and tranquillizing the

public mind. I shall, therefore, deem no apology

necessary for soliciting attention to the following

considerations. My purpose in penning them I

believe to be upright in the sight of God: and,

whether they succeed, or not, in convincing those

to whom they are particularly addressed, I am

satisfied that they cannot, altogether, miss their

end.
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When the press is teeming with publications,

subversive of civil order and sound morals, in which

the lack of genius and knowledge is compensated

by a virulence but too congenial with the worst

passions of mankind, it behoves the friends of good

government and religion not to be sUent. Let

them, at least, discover their numbers, their zeal

and resolution. Under ordinary circumstances,

the defence of our ecclesiastical and civil estabUsh-

ments may be safely and advantageously left, with

what may be denominated the regular forces of the

State ;—I mean those, whose province it is to legis-

late, and to see to the execution of the laws. But

these are no common times, and they demand no

common exertions. AVhen the sanctity of the altar

is profanely violated, and the majesty of the throne

invaded ; when whatever is sacred in religion, and

venerable in royalty, is assailed with deadly ani-

mosity, not by a few insulated miscreants, but by

organized masses of infatuated zealots ; when

nothing is too high for their audacity, and nothing

too low for their rancour ; and when, in order to

the surer attainment of their object, those j)assions,

which usually counteract themselves by their intern-



perance, hare been drilled into an artful and dan-

gerous moderation—at such a conjuncture, the call

is loud for a general levy of the virtue and respec-

tability *of the nation. When Impiety and Treason

stalk abroad, it is no time for Religion and Loyalty

to skulk in comers. The first hope of these des-

peradoes is answered, when, by their truculent

aspect and clamorous threats, they have deterred

honest men from hfting up the hand, or voice,

against them. But let them be encountered by a

confederacy of the great and good, with a courage

that never blenches and a vigilance that never

sleeps, and their hosts will vanish into air, like the

spectres of enchantment.

But pusillanimous despondency and wavering

counsels are not the only causes of their increasing

numbers and strength. They owe much to an

irrational contempt, and a miscalculation of their

actual means of doing mischief. True courage

consists, not in despising dangers before they are

estimated, but in contending with them manfully,

when their magnitude has been taken. Through

supineness in those, whose experience should have

taught them better, the Jacobinical conspiracy has



been yearly gaining ground, by linking itself with

whatever is base and profligate in the nation. There

is scarcely any passion to which it does not throw

out an adequate lure. It is a sink into which the

most opposite kinds of wickedness flow together.

In Radical Reform, the ambitious finds an ample

field for his daring—the malefactor, impunity for

his crimes—the rapacious, plunder—the sensual,

unrestrained licence—and the proud, and the en-

vious, and the slanderer, and the slothful, find each

the gratification of their respective appetites and

passions. Caitiffs as they are, they may be stimu-

lated and condensed into terrific masses ; as minute

insects become formidable from their number, their

combination, their voracity, and their venom.

Moreover, men not hackneyed in vice, nor

destitute of human feeling, have, in some instances,

been gulled with the promise of a constitution,

restored to what is called its primitive integrity, or

better adjusted to the pubfic utiUty. Dupes of

their own romantic reveries and honest enthusiasm,

they have gazed on the splendid picture displayed

by political mountebanks, till they imagined that

the day was indeed arrived, when a government



might be framed, exempt from all imperfection

in its structure, and liable to no irregulaiity in

its movements. Accordingly they welcomed those

gifted projectors, who pledged themselves, from

motives of disinterested benevolence, to engage in

the magnificent undertaking. But it is hard to

shake hands with sages from the school of reform,

without catching a large portion of theii* temper.

The coolest spirits are apt to ferment, when busied

in such speculations; and he, who set out with

honest intentions of amending the commonwealth,

has usually ended by himself becoming a worse

individual. By frequent communication with the

men who first practised on his simplicity, his mind

is insensibly warped into the same direction with

theirs, and maddened into the same ferocity ; until,

by degrees, hardly perceptible to himself, through

the dexterous processes of radical education, the

timorous innovator is matured into a remorseless

jacobin.

In the complication of vices to which the Genius

of modern jacobinism has given birth, there is none

more impudently avowed, than disaffection to

the Sovereign. In those tumultuous assemblies
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which are professedly convened for the furtherance

of civil reform, abuse of the reigning Prince is

among the favorite topics. Every invective, which

\ailgar scurility and rancorous spleen can furnish,

is discharged at the majesty of the throne by the

radical orators, and received with voUies of bois-

terous applause by the rabble rout. Anecdotes,

which may fix a stain upon his private character,

or render him politically obnoxious to his people,

are blazed abroad with industrious malice, or even

fabricated with villainous art. The darkest insi-

nuations and most indecent caricatures are un-

sparingly employed. The horn-books, and even

the playthings, of children have been perverted

into instruments of debauching their innocent

minds, by connecting ridiculous ideas with the

person and state of the Monarch : and uncharitable

constructions are studiously put upon his goodliest

deeds ; because it is well understood, that when-

ever the person of the IMonarch becomes odious, it

is an easy task to turn every measure of his con-

duct, or government, against him. Inviso semel

principe, seu hene^ seu mail acta premunt.

That men abandoned to their passions, of dis-
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solute habits, and desperate fortunes, should never

be checked in their guilty career, by any squeamish-

ness about the ways and means of compassing their

ends, cannot create surprise. But amazement

mingles with shame and grief, when we see persons

of elevated rank and large stake in the coimtiy,

associated with this incendiary faction, fighting

with them side by side, and wielding the same

weapons. It is recorded among the worst evils in

the worst times of the Roman empire, that its

degenerate nobles trod the same stage with buffoons

and gladiators. And, assuredly, there is not a

more portentous sign in this day of evil prodigies,

nor any clearer prognostic of a falling state, than

the unnatural alliance, we are constrained to wit-

ness, of what is most illustrious by birth and station

with the veriest scum and feculence of the com-

munity—with all that is diseased and loathsome

in mind and manners—with whatever is most

abject in condition, most vicious in principle, and

most degraded in character.

On a subject so plain to common sense and

honesty, as the duty of allegiance to the King, I am

not disposed to enlarge. No man who believes



12

his Bible, can hesitate to admit, that by dishonour-

ing his King he sins against God. Through

whatever channels civil power is derived, and by

whatever processes it may be supposed to ripen

into regal domination, yet, it cannot appertain to

any individual by a right that is merely human.

God being the Creator and absolute Lord of all

things, must, necessarily, be the sole source and

original of power. From this super-eminent foun-

tain flows all authority, or right of governing. To

deny that the King is a minister of God, and holds

directly of Him, is to contradict the Holy Scrip-

tures, to resist the light of reason and the law of

nature, and to rob the crown of that beam of

divine excellency which constitutes its greatest

splendour. That hypothesis which degrades the

Monarch into a mere servant of the people is bot-

tomed on pitiful fallacies, and is fraught with the

greatest practical evils. For, if magistrates did

not receive their appointment from God, disobe-

dience to them would be no infraction of the divine

law : and accordingly, since God affixes sanctions

only to his own laws, rebellion against earthly

authorities would not render a man obnoxious to
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divine punishment. In which case, the Apostle Paul

was under an egregious mistake, when he enjoined

us to be subject to our civil rulers, " not only for

" wrath, but also for conscience sake." But the

apostolic injunction is evidently founded upon the

principle, that as soon as kingly power is legiti-

mately vested in any individual, instead of becom-

ing subordinate to those by whom it has been so

deposited, he ceases to be amenable to an earthly

tribunal. He becomes the vicegerent of God, and'

responsible to Him alone :—-" Bex est vicarius

" et minister Dei in terra : 07?mis quidem sub eo

" est, et ipse sub mdlo, nisi tantiim sub Deo*

r

I am not now examining the case, in which

the prince shall be guilty of any gross violation

of his coronation oath ; or of any decided and

serious, and consecutive attempts on the rights,

the liberties, or the consciences of his subjects.

Upon such emergencies, we may humbly hope

that the path of duty wiU be traced for us, by somg

Very perspicuous indications of the divine will

;

and the proper remedy pointed out, and almost

* Bi-acton.

C
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forced upon us, by the stress of circumstances. But

the constitution of this reahn is so happily ar-

ranged, as to render such infringements of our

chartered rights exceedingly difficult. The sub-

ject is rampired about with innumerable protec-

tions against the encroachments of arbitrary power.

And, of these securities, there is none, perhaps, so

admirable as that constitutional principle, which

incapacitates the Sovereign from any act of govern-

ment, but with the advice and on the responsibiUty

of certain official counsellors. It is not denied

that the influence of the Crown may increase ; yet

its augmentation can hardly be effected by a breach

of standing laws. Fresh power may be conceded

to it by new edicts, but cannot well be usurped by

itself. And it is manifestly true, that for any

accessions to it within the last few years, if indeed

it have received any, it is mainly indebted to the

factious and violent proceedings of the radical fra-

ternity. Men of quiet and peaceable habits have

preferred, however reluctantly, devolving an addi-

tional portion of their natural rights on the Crown,

to being stripped of all by the ferocious despotism

of a sanguinary mob. They have consented to
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the temporary sacrifice of a part of their liberties,

for the preservation of their domestic tranquillity,

their property, and their lives.

It is a common artifice to break as much as pos-

sible the force of these considerations, by retorting

upon the private life and domestic character of the

King. It is not my business to apologise for any

frailties of that illustrious Personage, nor yet to

defend him against false and slanderous charges.

Believing, as I firmly do believe, that he has suf-

fered many unjust aspersions, and " fall'n on evil

" days and evil tongues," I do not pretend to hide,

under a cloud of adulatory incense, those errors,

into vi^hich his youth may have been seduced by

the society, from which, in maturer years, he disen-

gaged himself. Whether it be seemly and honour-

able in those, who so largely contributed to the

faults imputed to him, to turn upon him with so

much acrimony, I leave it with their consciences to

decide. But it is highly important for well-mean-

ing men to know and consider, that the personal

character of the Prince, were it faulty even beyond

what is pretended by his least scrupulous calum-

niators, would not annul his title to civil homage*
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That reverence, indeed, which is the meed of iiTe-

proachable virtue, must be granted or denied to

sovereigns by the same rules, which are observed

in dispensing it to the lowest of their subjects.

The royal prerogative includes no intrinsic claim to

moral respect. And this consideration will induce

a prince of sense and feeling, to pursue proper mea-

sures for winning that affectionate reverence, which

is the spontaneous offering of sensible hearts to

personal goodness, and is infinitely more valuable

than that mere formal homage, which is extorted

from a sullen and reluctant allegiance. Nev^erthe-

less, the monarch must not pay the forfeit of the

man. A prince is not to be amerced of his politi-

cal pre-eminence for blemishes in his private cha-

racter. Be his virtues ever so considerable, he

cannot rest upon them any pretensions to our fealty

;

neither is his claim one whit impaired by moral

defects. We may mourn over them in secret, and

pray for their correction to that Almighty Being,

in whose hand are the hearts of kings ; but they

can never warrant our taking any steps, to lessen

the honour and respectability of the monarch in

the public opinion. On the contrary, wc are bound



IT

to throw the veil of dutiful tenderness over his

weaknesses—to be unwilling hearers of reports to

his disadvantage—to receive them with extreme

caution, and never to promote their circulation

—

to make every allowance for the extraordinary

difficulties of his situation—to weigh his tempta-

tions against his faults in the scales of a liberal

charity—and to be active in giving currency to

such authentic statements ofhis praiseworthy deeds,

as may serve to establish or exalt him in the

respect and affections of his subjects. The Holy

Scriptures, those certain and authoritative guides,

have furnished us with a remarkable example of

this loyal feeling in an illustrious prophet towards a

really criminal prince. I allude to the transaction be-

tween Saul and Samuel, wherein the latter, though

justly incensed with his monarch, for disobedience

to the express command of God, yet consented to

assist him in a religious ceremony, for the express

purpose of doing him honour in the eyes of his

people.

Unhappily, many distinguished members of both

Houses of Parliament, have taken a course diame-

trically opposite to that of the Jewish seer. In-
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stead of keeping up the mysterious reverence, with

which the crown is wisely invested by that consti-

tutional aphorism, " the Ring can do no wrong,"

they have availed themselves of the senseless and

wicked outcry which factious impostors have raised

against him, in order to strengthen themselves,

and to oppress their political adversaries. Intoxi-

cated with the fumes of an ignoble ambition, they

have not scrupled, both in public meetings, and in

the legislative chambers, to flavour their own

harangues with aspersions on the King, or to listen,

while he was made the butt of ribaldry so coarse

as to be almost actionable.

I am loth to impute corrupt motives, when

such as are honest, or even defensible, may be

supposed. Yet theirs is a system which the largest

charity finds it difficult to cover. When we see

them deliberately assisting to open a volcano in

the heart of the country, we are reluctantly drawn

to the conclusion of a writer, well read in human

nature ;

—

Paucis judicium aut reipuhliccc amor

;

multis occulta spes. They have extended the

shield of their patronage over popular assemblies, in

which language has been held little less than trea-
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sonable; and in which theirown dignity was assailedj

their persons ahiiost denounced, and their property

carved out among the rabble by very intelligible

propositions. Those indignant feelings, which

kindle instinctively in the bosoms of high-born and

lionourable men, when treated with insolent fami-

liarity by persons low in degree, and lower still in

character and manners, have been carefully sup-

pressed by these noble suitors to the mob, who

have courted a shameful popularity by fashioning

their own style and mien, after the model of radi-

cal phraseology and grimace :

—

et quae

Turpia cerdoni Volesos Brutumque decebiint.

Pride, however unamiable, is a disease of some

congeniality with elevation of rank and station.

Although a vicious, it is yet a natural excrescence

from the trunk of nobility. But, for nobles to be

the supple sycophants of a mob, is a baseness at

which nature revolts. If any such are to be found

in the list of the British Peerage, let them read the

lesson which History uniformly teaches. They will

learn, that men of high degree, who pay a disho-
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llourable court to the lowest classes of the people?,

have to bear all the hardship and ignominy of

having stooped so low, without often reaping the

praise, or profit, of condescension. They havebowed

down their own bodies, and cannot reasonably

complain, though the champions of equality pass

over and tread them in the mire.

Were there any temerity too gi'eat for men

goaded on by a lust of power, we might have

deemed it impossible for such a coalition to take

place. How such repugnancies as had hitherto

separated these parties could be overcome, was a

problem only to be resolved on the assumption,

that nothing is too hard for ambition to digest. Of

such a coalition we, however, are the astonished

and sorrowful witnesses. We see men, who spurn

at all other subjection, crouch and truckle to a ban-

ditti drawn from the obscurest haunts of penury and

corruption, in the idle hope of converting them into

instruments of their own aggrandizement. It will

be well if the axe do not start from their grasp, and

inflict a mortal injury on themselves. It will be

the result of no foresight or adroitness in them, but

of a kind and comj)assionate Providence, if thpy

1
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escape the disaster of half-taught wizards, who are

swept away in the whirlwind which they have

conjured u]) for the destruction of their adversaries.

Were not the mischief as serious as the spectacle

is fantastic, it might excite a smile, a bitter one in-

deed, to observe the laborious hypocrisy with which

these unsuitable nuptials are celebrated. It is

not without a very observable effervescence, which

betrays the inward ferment, that Whiggism and

Radicalism settle down together. The truth is,

that hoih these factions hate one another most

cordially. Yet, each conceiving the other to be

necessary to its designs, they mutually practise a

mean duplicity, and bandy to and fro the most

unworthy cajoleries. But the credit of discern-

ment is undoubtedly with the reformers. They

clearly see that, whenever they succeed in demolish-

ing the throne, the Corinthian columns upon which

it is reared, must be crushed beneath its ruins.

The same blow, which shall prostrate the monarchy,

will lay the aristocracy at their feet.

And is it conceivable that this consequence

should have eluded the penetration of our acutest

statesmen ? I mean no sarcasm. Among the mem-

D
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bers of Opposition I could name several, whose minds

are richly gifted and stored—men of profound

thought, of various reading, of ripe and practised

talent. Alas ! that intellects of this robust cast

should be entangled in the flimsiest cobwebs ! But

it is one of the provisions by which divine justice

defeats the selfish wiliness of man, that he shall

often become the dupe of his own cunning. ^Vnd

hence it is, that long-sighted politicians have not

looked far enough to perceive, that the levelling

principle, which is the very form and essence of

the radical faction, will never be satisfied while

any one part of the social fabric overtops another.

It is not sovereignty alone which these state physi-

cians would retrench ; but they wage a war of

extermination against whatever rises above their

own level in rank, and office, and character, and

property. And can there exist men, possessing

these distinctions, and conversant with the history

of modern Europe, who yet expect to ride upon

the waves, after the throne and the altar are

swallowed up in the gulf of popular fury ? Have

they forgotten that the same English Parliament,

which endeavoured to dismember the Monarchy
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from the Ijody of the constitution, proceeded to

vote tlie House of Peers a burthen and pest to the

country ? Or, has it ah'eady escaped from tlieir

memories, that those grandees who co-operated

with the canaille and sans culottes of France in

bringing al)out the revolution, like the foolish girl

who opened the gates of Rome to the Sabines,

were the first to be crushed beneath their arms ?

Do they verily imagine themselves able to put a

hook in the nose, and a bridle in the jaws of the

many-headed monster? Are they simple enough

to count on disarming republicanism of its sting, of

taming its capricious fierceness, and rendering it

manageable and obsequious ? Can they cherish the

chimerical hope, that their coronets will acquire

fresh lustre, as the diadem of the Sovereign grows

dim ? Will the current of their own greatness run

on, when the source from which it emanated is

dried up ? And have they now to learn, that, in

proportion as the throne is lowered, they who are

ranged upon its steps must sink ? Their proceed-

ings are unaccountable, except on the supposition

that they are under some such dangerous illusion.

Those privileges, which exalt them above the mass
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of their fellow-subjects, make it their particular

concern to maintain the prerogatives of the King.

They are the natural defenders of his throne, and

ought surely, at the present crisis, to have closed

their ranks, and surrounded it with an impene-

trable wall. By what baleful spell, then, have

they not only been withheld from a duty of such

moment to themselves, but been induced to expose

that throne to derision and insult, and to join with

the basest of the populace in pouring dust upon

the sacred head of the Monarch ? Have they no

sharp chidings of conscience, no dark misgivings,

no bodings of a dreadfid retribution, when they

cheer on

the ugly forms

Of base and bloody iusurrtcliou ?

May they discover in time, what is discoverable

without any prophetic faculty, that they cannot

daily with the viper, and then shake it from their

hand without receiving any hurt.

I do believe that the august Individual, who now

holds the sceptre, is liumane and amiable in his

disposition, and sincerely desirous of governing well
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and beneficially to his people. His panep^yrist

would be at no loss to marshal a goodly host of

deeds, bearing ample testimony to his prompt

benevolence and pnncely liberality. To have paid

a tribute to these substantial excellencies, when

malice was ransacking every hole and corner for

scandalous anecdotes, would have been a graceful

feature in the hostility of those who are opposed to

his government. But it is the misfortune of the

King's pre-eminent rank, that he is obliged to sit

patiently under insults, which no private gentle-

man would brook. To take advantage of this

peculiarity, however it may suit the cowardly

nature of a Hunt, or a Hone, or a Wooler, or a

Cobbett, should be scorned by men of cultivated

minds and polished manners.

Perhaps, however, it may be alleged by the

distinguished WTiigs, that they are far from going

all lengths with the Radicals. I may be challenged

to produce any instance of language disrespectful

to the Sovereign, having been used by accredited

members of the Parliamentary Opposition. There

would, I apprehend, be no great difficulty in an-

swering this challenge, by an appeal to several
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speeches delivered in the Upper House, durhig a

recent investigation. But, putting these aside, the

charge is substantiated by the undeniable fact, that

popular meetings have been attended by members

of both Houses of Parliament, in which it was

clearly understood that a part would be taken by

approved demagogues. And, when the curtain

rose, and the scenes of revolutionary histrionism

were openly displayed ; when the knight-eiTants of

sedition followed one upon another, in speeches

continually rising in temperature, until the ex-

treme point of inflammation was reached ; did not

these same honourable senators sit by and listen

with simpering approbation, if not with vociferous

applause ? If tliey discern, as undoubtedly they

do, the dangerous tendency of the levelling tenets,

and the knavery of their preachers, does it become

them to countenance such proceedings Ijy their

presence, and never to interpose a word of reproof,

nor a dissentient gesture ? Does their agreement

with these political empirics in a few minor points,

which chiefly relate to the administration of public

affairs, justify a connexion with men, who aim,

not at correcting some defects in the machinery,
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and some disorders in the operations of govem-

ment ; but at destroying the constitution, root and

branch, and substituting a mongrel scheme of

atheistical anarcliy and democratical despotism?

They may be widely distant from their colleagues

in principles and purposes. I give them full credit

for religiously abhorring the leading articles of the

radical creed. But if they studiously dissemble the

abhorrence which they usually feel, and publish

aloud their occasional concunence, they cannot hope

to be discriminated in the popular estimation. Ordi-

nary men are not blessed with organs sufficiently

delicate to discern, that parties, which they see in

friendly contact, touch only in one or two points.

The country had a right to expect, though I

cannot affirm that it did expect, that the Whig

aristocracy would have acted a better part. A
nobler opportunity never offered for shewing them-

selves superior to the petty interests of party, when

those interests clashed with the welfare of the

nation. From the eminence on which they are

placed by their opulence and political weight, it

was for them to have caused the voice of reason

and loyalty and religion to be heard, with an
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authority that would have overborne the frantic

outcries of the populace. It was for them to have

frowned away the gathering madness with the awful

brow of truth ; and, with a lofty and devoted

patriotism,

calidae fecisse sileiitia tui!)a'

Majt state man us.

They might have allayed their heats—and ex-

posed their mistakes—and soothed their turbulence

—and assuaged their sorrows—and dispelled their

apprehensions—and removed, or alleviated, their

substantial grievances. They might have taught

them to distinguish real from imaginary, and

hopeless from remediable evils—not to charge on

their fellow-men the inflictions of an Almiglity

hand, nor to aggravate their actual sufferings by

riot and impatience. By a firm yet temperate

exercise of legitimate influence, and by the mild

lessons of an experienced wisdom, they might have

rebuked the passions and curbed the excesses of

profligate anarchists, and arrested the headlong

career of honest but half-witted visionaries. This

is the magnanimous part which they might have

acted. A price was put into their hands to pur-
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chase a fair renown, but they have not Imd the

virtue to employ it. They have done little else

than pour oil upon flames which they might have

quenched, and foment divisions wliich they might

have healed; thus fatally confirming the remark of

the Roman historian, that, in " peiilous and dis-

" tractive times," nonfermh desiint irarum indid-

gentes ministri, qui avidos atque intemperautes

pleheiorum animos ad sangidnem et ccedes ir-

rltent.

And here I must claim indulgence for adverting

to a subject, than which none of the productions

in this day of monstrous births has more keenly

afflicted every lover of his country:—I mean the

late investigation into the character and conduct

of the Queen. During that proceeding, the whole

thought of England seemed collected in one i)oint,

and intensely fixed upon the House of Lords. The

examinations ofwitnesses, the speeches of advocates,

and the debates of the noble judges, were read, and

talked of, and criticized with incredible interest.

Neither was the agitation, excited by this unhappy

affair, limited to the metropolis and its environs ;

nor confined, as in ordinary cases, within the

E



bounds of a certain education and leisure and

position in society. Like an electric shock, it

extended instantaneously to the most sequestered

hamlets. The weaver forsook his loom, and the

tiller threw aside his spade,— they deserted their

church, and neglected their Bible, to spend

the hours in swallowing down those potions of

impurity and treason, which were incessantly dis-

tilling from the press. It is indeed bitterly to be

lamented, that details, so offensive to common

decency, should have been disseminated through-

out the country. During that long period of

obscene disclosures, the newspapers imported into

every provincial town and village the seeds, from

which a luxuriant crop of immorality and sedition

is springing up. The moral atmosphere is loaded

with a deadly contagion. And yet the publica-

tion of those loathsome documents, on which the

charges against Her Majesty rested, was compara-

tively harmless. The very grossness of the abomi-

nations which they divulged was calculated, in a

measure at least, to neutralize the poison. It was

almost impossible for a woman of ordinary delicacy

to dip into those magazines of lewdness, and quite
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impossible to jx^ruse them without deep disgust.

But there were other publications upon this dis-

astrous affair, fai' more detrimental to the national

morals than the statements of the witnesses :—

I

allude to the speeches of those noblemen, by whose

declamations and manoeuvres Her Majesty's escape

was accompUshed :

—

<>j)inius

Fallere et efFugere est triumphus.

They did not, with a few inconsiderable excep-

tions, assert the innocence of the accused—they

did not pretend that the charges brought against

her had been refuted—they did not even content

themselves with resisting the Bill of Pains and

Penalties on civil grounds, or from chivalrous and

compassionate motives. This they might perhaps

have done, without discredit to their wisdom, their

honesty, or their morality. But they laboured to

extenuate, with a treacherous logic, the most

glaring offences against the laws of God and man.

By fallacious epithets and minute distinctions, they

pared down vice of the rankest growth into ex-

cusable levities, and converted the filthiest excesses
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of a cuiious, and exquisite, and elaborate turpi-

tude, into the exuberances of warm-hearted and

unsuspicious kindness. Their subtle alchymy

changed the lowest sports, and most indecent gam-

bols, into the elegant pastimes, and rational amuse-

ments, of an amiable sprightliness. These judicial

comments, into which the substance of the evi-

dence was transposed, but defecated of its grosser

impurities, and artfully coloured, were eagerly read

by all classes of women. And although, to a sober

discernment, they were triumphantly confuted by

the manly, argumentative, and dispassionate replies

of the ministerial leaders ; yet, as the apologist of

human frailty is always more favourably heard

than the censor, it is to be feared that the standard

of female delicacy and conjugal virtue is irreco-

verably lowered in the country.

But I cannot quit this momentous subject,

without looking at it somewhat more closely.

After making the utmost allowance for the con-

duct of certain noljlemen during the late investiga-

tion, it will still be found inexplicable, except on

the supposition of their own moral principles

hanging very loose upon them. It is far from my
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purpose to bring their private character under a

scrutiny. wSome of them, doubtless, are strictly

moral and decorous in their general conduct, and

exemplary in the several relations of domestic life.

Yet, judging from the part they took in the late

important discussions, we must conclude that the

correctness of their morals springs from some far

lower sentiment, than a serious apprehension of

the evil of sin, and a correct sense of the pure and

elevated nature of Christian morality. Persons

who see no great harm in adultery, except as it is

the breach of a human contract, and who esti-

mate it merely as a social wrong, must be shghtly

imbued with the principles of that religion, which

exhibits tlie Supreme Being as the righteous

avenger of fornication and uncleanness. The habit

of giving soft names to crimes, which Almighty

God condemns in the most awful terms, must pro-

ceed from very lax principles, or it will produce

them. Now, when such sentiments are promulged,

in strains of fervid oratory, by persons of great

note and authority, and on occasions which com-

mand extraordinary attention, it is impossible to

conjecture how far their baneful influence will
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spread. There is a strong party in the human

heart always ready to side with such teachers.

Until lately, indeed, the unconstrained virtue of

our wives and daughters was the ornament and

happiness of the British nation. Neither was that

modesty in our females wliich springs from inward

purity of heart, and that bewitching tenderness

which exhales from concentrated affections, with-

out a salutary influence on the character of the

men. It made them moral and patriotic. The

husband abjured all vagrant loves, and gave to his

own domestic fireside a decided preference, be-

cause his legal wife was the wife of his bosom,

whose person and affections he knew to be chastely

devoted to himself. But these safeguards of the

national virtue have been shaken to the base. It

has now been shewn how easily those stains upon

female reputation, which used to be considered

indelible, may be wiped off. Delusive tints have

been given to a picture, of which the outline was

adultery and lewdness ; and this picture, thus dex-

terously tinged and shaded, has been exhibited to

youthful eyes and fervid imaginations. Nay, even

where the truth has not been disgiused, the plain
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imvarnislied representation has wrought " millions

" of mischief." Minds, which had, hitherto, by a

virtuous habit that was liardly less powerful than

an instinct, rejected every idea which had even a

taint of impropriety, have become inured to de-

scriptions of the most licentious kind. They have

been familiarised with images of voluj)tuous gross-

ness, until they have learnt, first to look upon

them without disgust, and at length to entertain

them with a prurient relish. We have not now

to learn, that nothing is easier than the descent

from contemplating sensuality with complacency,

to committing it with greediness.

Neither ought the deportment of the Queen,

since her arrival in this country, to have been

overlooked, or but cursorily glanced at, by men

whose discourse affects the purest loyalty and the

warmest patriotism. The character of the persons

whom she has taken to her counsels— the contu-

macious defiance which she has daily offered to her

Husband and her Sovereign—her attempts to

excite discontent and disaffection in every class of

His Majesty's subjects—and her libellous attacks

on the civil and religious establishments of the
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realm ;—I touch only upon offences that are glar-

ing, deliberate, and repeated ;—aU and each of

these delinquencies should have drawn down the

animadversion of those dignified statesmen, w^hose

province it is to see that the general weal sustain

no harm. Their sin, moreover, is aggravated, in

proportion as their neglect is wdful, the offender

powerful and daring, and the danger great, con-

spicuous, and imminent.

But they have done more than this. They have

not only abetted the culpable projects of the Queen

by withholding opposition, but they have swelled

the popular shout in her favour. By expressions

the most public and unequivocal, they have testi-

fied their joy at the Bill of Degradation being

withdrawm, though aware that these demonstra-

tions would be construed, not into satisfaction

at having defeated a measure which might be

deemed prejudicial to the State, but into exulta-

tion at the triumph of the individual. Nor

have these reprehensible proceedings terminated

here. It is too notorious to be denied, that many

persons, high in rank and prominent in station,

have assisted at public meetings, and signed or
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sanctioned addresses, in which, by designating

themselves Her 3Iajesfi/s auhjects, they have in-

curred the heavy guilt of renouncing their natural

fealty to the King, and violating the oaths of alle-

giance, which they had taken to qualify themselves

for public functionaries.

How impossible it must be for any real Chris-

tian to make common cause with the impugners of

his faith, would seem plain enough for the plainest

understanding. It is, nevertheless, reported, and a

lamentable fact it is, if true, that persons professing

to be serious in religion, and whose sincerity I

should be loth to impeach, have lent themselves

to the projects of avowed sceptics and unbelievers.

I should hope that the delusion, under which they

were prevailed upon to consort with the malignant

foes of their God and their country, is now dis-

persing. I would fain believe that they have

already shaken off those bad companions ; and

that it will be the future business of their lives to

repair this offence against the community, and to

expiate the scandal they have brought upon reli-

gion, if not by a zealous support of the constituted

authorities divine and human, yet, at least, Ijy a

peaceable and harmless demeanour.

F



Certainly no man, whose eyes are open, can avoid

perceiving, that the darling object of the modem re-

generators is, the subversion of a higher throne than

that ofany earthly monarch. Their disaffection to

the Ring takes its rise in disloyalty to God. They

know that the religious dread of a Supreme Being,

and the apprehension of retributive justice here-

after, are the only principles competent to restrain

the unruly passions of men, and to maintain the

gradations of a well-organised community. Extir-

pate these principles with their sanctions, and it

will be a slight task to abolish those distinctions,

which are rather the natural offspring of social

life, than the inventions of political wisdom. The

frame of society will break up of itself. Not only

will all civil law and government be extinguished

by this savage liberty, but all rule and authority

in domestic life must likewise perish. Where fac-

titious pre-eminences and hereditary dignities, the

distinctions of rank and honours, of birth and

property, of title and office, are swept away, there

will be a speedy dissolution of those sacred ties

and gentle charities, which bind together wives

and husbands, children and parents; and those

valuable sympathies and predilections, by which
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members of the same family, and district, and

countiy, are united, will moulder away, " as a

" thread of tow is broken when it toucheth the

" fire." That such a state of things could not be

lasting, is true as a fact, but futile as an argument.

That gracious Being, against whom these insen-

sate creatui'es vomit forth their blasphemous mad-

ness, has indeed provided checks to so ruinous a

consummation. He has made it necessary for men

to live together, and impossible for them to asso-

ciate except under the restraints of morality and

religion. That there shall be rule and obedience,

is the stated law of God ; who has combined a

principle of self-destruction with licentiousness and

insubordination ; and has made it impracticable,

in the nature of things, for every man to be his

own legislator and governor. Nevertheless, it is

unquestionably true, that He often permits an

epidemic vice to caiTy havoc and misery through

an extensive empu'e, and to baffle all the art and

skill with which it is withstood, until it fall a vic-

tim to its own virulence.

Such are the undoubted purposes of that radi-

cal conspiracy, into which an illustrious Female
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has been unhappily inveigled. And yet, un-

wearied as she is in proclaiming the largeness of

her charity, she is not charitable enough to make

allowance for the reserve and circumspection of

that body of men, against whom her machinations

are particularly levelled. That the clergy would

neglect a high and peremptory duty, were they

not to sound an alarm at the approach of such

enemies, is an argument on which I shall not

insist, because I am fearful that it is one which

Her Majesty would hardly appreciate. Yet they,

who have forborne no measures which might pre-

serve their own immunities and honours, ought

surely to regard with indulgence the legitimate

exertions of humbler individuals, in defence of

interests quite as near and precious to them.

There is, however, no cause for wonder at the

atrocious calumnies, so liberally heaped by these

professors of charity on the ministers of the Es-

tablished Church. Among the various kinds and

degrees of apostates, there is none so ruthless as a

Christian renegado—that loathsome compound of

crime and infamy, of remorse and malice, whose

business it is to indemnify himself, for the lashes



of his own conscience and the execrations of

good men, by the unrelenting persecution of all

whom he cannot seduce, or intimidate, into a par-

ticipation of his guilt.

From the accusations hurled at them by the

Queen's motley council, the national clergy, I

take leave to affirm, are little anxious to clear

themselves. They do not wish to dissemble their

abhorrence of Her Majesty's adherents, because

they recognise the same character in the present

times, which was noted by Bishop Newton in the

days of Wilkes, that " several of those who are for

" levelling all government, are also for levelling the

" Son of God to the state and condition of a mere

" man ; false notions of religion and government

" going usually hand in hand together." Those

pious and honourable men, who have solemnly

subscribed to the articles and homilies of the

Established Church, are indeed impatient of the

light reflected by the mirror of Socinian illumina-

tion. They shrink, without shame, from the pes-

tilent touch of a morbid philosophy. From the

fraternal hug of modern levellers they instinctively

recoil. They acknowledge no sympathy with the
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shapeless conceptions of heretical refiners and anti-

christian sophists ; and they regard, with no fond-

ness, those brats and abortions of darkness, which

Imposture engenders upon Credulity. At the ap-

proach of all incendiaries, whether civil or religious,

they do indeed start back ; not because they scent

the dawn, and presage the day-spring of a pure

and bright and happy era, but because they detect,

under the cloak of these fell hypocrites, the torches

prepared to kindle a wide-wasting conflagration.

. In conclusion ;—I do entreat those distinguished

individuals, who, through mistake or delusion of

whatever kind, have contributed to the increase of

these tremendous evils, to pause and reflect. They

may as well attempt to negotiate with the winds,

and make a covenant with the ocean, as to main-

tain any relations with a radical mob. In imperita

multitud'me est varietas et inconstantia, etcrebray

tanquam te)npestatum, sic sententiarum commutatio.

When once the tiger has tasted blood, his innate

ferocity will break out, with as little respect to his

keepers as to others. Oh ! let it appear, beginning

from the highest orders, that there is virtue enough

in the nation to make it worth saving, and to save
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it. I adjure the nobles of this land, by their con-

stitutional rank and office, by the privileges and

dignities and substantial possessions which have

descended to them, and continually accumulated,

through a long line of illustrious ancestors ; I

adjure them, if they would transmit these magni-

ficent heir-looms unimpaired to posterity, to beware

of becoming accessaries to a conspiracy against

themselves. In their conspicuous station, let them

exhibit a superiority of intellectual discernment, of

probity and religion. If they set the example of

speaking evil of dignities, of vilifying the crown,

and stigmatizing the three estates of the kingdom,

they will be among the earliest victims of their

culpable imprudence. And may the illustrious

members of those high estates engrave on their

memories and hearts, the solemn and emphatical

prediction of a writer, profoundly acquainted with

the principles of the English constitution, that " it

" will perish, whenever the Legislative power shaU

" become more corrupt than the Executive*."

* Blackstone.

FINIS.



mm%i
PUBLISHED BY

J. HATCHARD AND SON,
W 187, Piccadilly.

THE SPEECH OF THE RIGHT HON. THE EARL OF LIVER-
POOL, in the House of Lords, on Friday, the 20111 of May, 1820, on a
Motion of tlie Maiquisof Lansdowu," Tliat a Select Committee be appoint-

ed to inquire into tlie Means of extending and securinij the Foreign Trade
of the Country." W'ith an Appendix, containing the official Accounts
referred to in the Speech. Third Edition. IMice 2s.

THE SPEECH OF THE RIGHT HON. THE EARL OF LIVER-
POOL, in the House of Lords, on Friday 3rd, and Saturday 4th Novem-
ber, 1820. on the Second Ueadiiisr of the Hill of Pains and Penalties.

Fourth Edition. Price 2.s. Gd.

TheSl'EECH of the Right Honourable the LORD CHANCELLOR, in

the House of Lords, on Wednesday, 1st of November, 1820, ou the Second
Reading of tlie Hill of l^ains ami Penalties. Price l.t. fnl.

SUBSTANCE of the Sl'EECH delivered by the CHANCELLOR of
the EXCH1:QUER, on Monday, the Kith of March, ISI8, on proposing a
Grant of One Million for providing additional Places of Public Worship in

England. Price U. Gd.

SUBSTANCE of TWO SPEECHES of the Right Hon. GEORGE
CANNING in the House of Commons, on the 8th and I3tli of May, 1811,
ou the Report of the iiullion Committee. A New Edition, with an
Appendix ; containing the Resolutions of both Houses of Parliament in

May 1819, on the Expediency of the Hank resuming Cash Payments.
Price 2s. Gd.

The SUliSTANCE of the SPEECH of the Right Hon. W. C. PLUN-
KET, in the House of Commons, on Tuesday, the 23rd of November, 1819.

8vo. Price Is. sewed.

SELECTIONS from the QUEEN'S ANSWERS to various Addresses

presented to Her; togetiier with Her Majesty's Extraordinary LtTTtk to

the King; and an Introduction; and Observations illustrative of their

Tendency. Fourth Edition. Price 2.s. Gd.

AN ADDRESS TO THE QUEEN. Price 1$. Gd.

THE DECLAKATION OF THE PEOPLE OF ENGLAND TO
OUR SOVEUEIGN LORD IHE KING. Price Is. Gd.

OHSEKVATIONS on the QUl.EN's CASE, and particularly <m tiic

Evidence of Meidge Barbara Kress ; in a Letter to a Friend on the Con-
tinent. By a Barrister.

ANTI-RADICALISM
;
grounded on a SERMON of the very pious and

deeply learned Bishop Anokews ; Modernized, and addressed to the

People; by the Rev. Chakles Daubeny, Archdeacon of Sarum.

THE OPPOSITIONLST ; or. Reflections upon the present State of Par-

ties ; accompanied by a Proposal for a new System of Reform ; interspersed

with a few occasional Remarks on tlie Trial of the Queen. Price 2s.

The Union of Civil and Religions Liberty : a SEKM«')N, preached in St.

James's Chapel, Brighthelmston, on Sunday, November .5, 1K20, by the

Rev. HtGii Pearson, jM.A. of St. John's College, Oxford. Price Is. Gd.

All New IVorks of merit immediately on their publication.

Printed by J. JJrettell, liupert Street, IJuymar het.









% ^x


