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LETTER, ^c.

S I R,

THE midwifery ofyour paper has brought

forth a very extraordinary produftion,

^ in the ll:iape of an Extract ff a letter Jent to

y^ a gentUmtm in th: catntr^, dated London, jfu-

\j h 20, 1765, inferred in the Public Advertifer

^ of Thurfday the 3th of September *. Whe-
B ther

"Extract cf a Letter fent to a Gentleman in the Country, dated

London, July 20, 1765.

» * As to the aftonilhment in your diilant parts of the coun-

ts, try, at the prefent change of the Miniftry, I can eafily be-

t.
lieve it ; fince we that are on the fpot, and confequently more

able to forefee fuch events, were not a little furprized at it

ourielves : not fo much, however, at the di.miflion cf the

late MinlRers, a5 at the choice of their fuccefTors. But tho'

I do not wonder at your farprize, I doubt much wh^rher this

-^ change, as ftriking as it is, will be able to remove your pre-

"^ judices, with refpecl to the pretended influence of the Earl

^ of B e, on all what the K docs, or refolves to do,

\ hope, however, that this Prince will find means, fooner or

later, to convince you all, that he did not want to be influenc-

ed by any body \o feel and to rcfcnt the behaviour of fome of

his late fervants towards himfelf ; and that he had magnani-

mity and refolution enough of his own to rid Iiimieif of their

arrogance, and his peo-le of their infuiliciency, bv fojgetting

and forgiving the pail: condud of this re-v: Set rf Men. l( thf/e

^ are grown wife by the fate of their predeceifors, they will

f;rive to pleafe the nation by better meafu es than an attempt

to betray their royal mafter into the paffing of an aft, dero-

gatory to the honor of his crown and family ; and by a bet-

ter and more decent condufl, than that of fo ungratefully and

J uncracefullv flvine in his face, if not, I do not doubt but
-0 *"

• ^ the
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ther any fuch letter was ever written in pri-

vate correfpondence I know not, neither do

I

the people will for once open their eyes, and perceive, that

their true interefts are perpetually facrificed to the ambition

of fuch parties, as have no other view than to introduce, each

in their turn, a perfefl, tho' difguifed Arifiocracy, under the

Ihadow of a manarcklal Co-cernitieiit, by monopolizing the

whole power of this nioil fliining and eflential part of the

conftitution ; and that in cafe of their fuccefs, they would
(in imitation of fome of their pi\ deceflbrs under the late reign)

care as little for the liberty of the fubjed, as they affedl to do
for the prerogative of the crown : whilll his prefent M—. .

has fhewn in the dawning of his reign (by fuch adls and decla-

rations as ought to endear him for ever to a grateful people)

that in preferving the right he has to cliufe his Minifteis,

his fole view i. no other than to maintain the conilitucion in

its pureft integrity.

I likewife do not doubt, or at leaft hope, that in luch a

cafe the nation in general, and even thofe very parties (which

often owe their llrength to ftrangea:-,d unnatural connexions)

would not be fo deflitute of men of integrity and ca-

pacity, as to deprive the K • of all means of forming a

Miniftry on true Priucifes ofPatriotifm, and confcquently per-

fe6lly agreeable and conformable to his o^j:n. Perhaps, that

in fuch a cafe Mr. P— tt himfelf would not decline (in fpite

of his ii^firmities) to appear at the head of the reft j fince it is

actually affirmed by his own friends, as \\ell as others,

that this would already have happened in the late bullle, had
not Lord T (to whom lie is under a facred engage-
ment not to a£l without him) obllinately refufed not only to

join with him, but even to give him the Icall reafun for his

refufal. It is moreover afiured, and highly probable, that

Lord T 's motive for defeating Mr. P— it's compliance
with the K .'s commands, was no o:her than the faving

his brotlier Geo. , in confequence of their reconcilia-

tion ; not being able to perl'uade himfelf, that after I\Ir.

P— tt's being out of the quellion, the K—— would refolve

to ha\e recourfc to any body che : but to the contrary, that
his M would ovcrloo.k what had paiTed. and muke the
Left o^ his untoward fervants. He had at fiiTt fome reafon to
think th i he had gucfied right, and would perhaps have
fuccecdcd in his fcheme, i:ad not the D. of , from
the fame pcrfuafion, continued in fuch a behaviour towards
his M

J
as r.o private Man would have fuifejcd in any

cn«
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I care. . I liiould judge from the publication,

as well as from the llile and tendency of the

performance, that It made its fird: appearance

where I have read it, and was originally de-

figned for a more extenfive communication,

than to convey-, with an air of authority,

mi/information under the (hew of intelligence

to one friend in the country, or his circle of

acquaintance.

However, be that as it may, what alTumes

the form of a private letter, is a profeft po-

B 2 litical

one of his inferiors; and vvliich determined the K in-

llantaneoufly, and of his own accord, to get rid of fuch pro-
vocations at any rate.—Thus it is that Lord T has
had the misfortune to rob his brother-in Jaw of the Glory of
ftiewing his love for his country, and his gratitude to his
King, by refcuing the honor of the crown, and the interells
of the nation, out of the hands of i .folence and inability

j

not only without faving his brother Geo. , but by de-
priving him perhaps of the very means of recovering from
his fall.— And thus it is likewife, that according to our
bed intelligence, we owe the choice the fv has made of
his prefent M ry, to no other influence than that of
l\\e over-bearing head of one family, and iht over-grc-juu one
of another, on their refpeaive dependants.— [ heartily join
with you and your neighbors in your wilh, that it may all
turn out for the belt. Perhaps this new Alinillry may find
means to fupport itfelf, in fpite of its former and prefent Mi-
nirtry, by the aaditional weight of his M — 's own intereft, and
by fome pat iotic meafures of theirs, ir.ftead of felhlli, impo-
fing, and intriguing ones, if not, we muft hope that they
may give room for fome fuch further changes, as will at once
be agreeable to both the K— and his people ; whofe mutual
tnjhes, I am fully perfu^ded, with all thofe that have the
leall knowledge of his M 's perfona! charaaer, are no
lefs the fame, than their Intrrejh, provided no ariftocratical
parties, or cabals, find means to make the latter clalh, by
hiding or difguiiing the former.
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iitlcal paper, now in print, and as fuch mud
have an Author, who ftakes his reputation

upon the ikill and integrity he manifefls. His

chara(fter, 1 think, the motto prefixt to thefe

fpeculations, defcrihes without any injuflice

to his pretenfions: and I choofe to give him

his due in the words of Horace, rather than

in thofe into which ihey might be tranflated,

only to fpare myfelf the pain of ufing fuch

expreiTions, as one of that flamp fliould ex-

pecft.

That the Writer is a Tooh is evident, ^rbofe

tool, it fhall be my bufinefs to lay open i

from his own fplay foot, which is to be feen,

notwithflanding all the art he has ufed to hide

it. He is manifeftly one of the tribe of fy-

cophant adulators, who, according to the

Poet's elegant comparifon, worfliip a Patron,

not as virtuous friends and good citizens ve-

nerate true Patriots, and perfons of known

worth and merit, for the fake of the talents,

the virtues and honefly they admire in them
j

but as a proflitute loves her paramour, for

the gain fhe lives by.

The regards he feems to profefs, tho' more

infidious, are jufl: as infmcere as the averfions

are hireling and fervile, which he pretends

to proclaim. His praife and his cenfure he

diftributes
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diftributes verv much at random, becaule

they arc probably both fold at the befl rate

they can fetch ; and neither has any other

meafure than the price they are to bring.

But furely, if this mercenary were to be paid

according to the value of his work, or in

proportion to the fervice it will do the caufe

he widies to fupport, though he is afhamed

to avow it, his reward would indeed be very

fmall.

The letter (as 'tis called) though fwelled

with all the felf-importance, that is a com-

mon attendant upon the moil confpicuous

inanity, is nothing but a jumble of a very

injudicious mixture. The Writer aims at

wounding others, and has no more fkill than

to know, that it was neceflary to hide him-

felf. He did not attend to it, that his very

weapons would difcover from what camp he

came, and in the way he handles them, they

do moft mifchiefto his own fide. But what
with his lack of knowledge, and the necefuty

he is under to diifemble, he is not a little

muddy, dark and obfcure ; and, if the Prefs

has not done him injuftice, which was need-

lefs, he is in fome parts utterly unintelligible :

as for inflance, where he tells us, that/^r-

Laps
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haps this neiv minifiry 7nayfind means to fiipport

itfelf infpitc of itsformer and prefeyit mini]try,

'Tis net, however, in animadverting upon

the inaccuracies of a compofition that is

wholly below criticifm, that I iliould have

thought it worth while to engage myfelf.

There is, if I miflake not, fomething to be

learned from this filly Partizan : he has not

been able to hinder fome light paffing thro*

his artifical clouds, to clear up a point, which

merits attention.

7'o come at that, we muft enquire firft to

whom the Writer belongs. So far he has

dealt plainly enough with us, that he lets us

fee in ivhofe pay he is not, or rather pretends

not to be. He does not write for the late

miniftry, for in j unification of the aftonijh-

ment in the diftant part of the country, he fays,

ive (the knowing ones,) that are on thefpot

,

and able to forefee events, tho ire irere not a lit-

tlefitrprized oiirfelves at th: change, it was not

at the difmijfwn of the late Minftcrs : he talks

of the behaviour of feme oj the 's late

fervants, towards himfelf which His M
could not but fsel and rcfent : and he pro-

felfcs a pleafure in the magnanimity and re-

foiution of the with which he rid himfelf

of their arrogance, and his people of their infuf-

ficiency

:
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ficicncy : the beft cortipliment he pays the mi-
nifters lately difmilled is to call them a/w/y
to whofe ambition the true interefti of the peo-
ple were facrijiced, ivbo had 7io other vieiv than
to introduce a perfea thd difguijU Ariftocracy,
under the fiadow of Monarchial Gover?imenf

;

hy mompolizing the wholepower of this, which,
with a fublime abfurdity he calls the mft
fiining and efential part of the conftitution.

Thefe are very fufficient marks not only of
thisfcribe's dilpofitions towards the late Mi-
niftry, but, which is more to my purpofe,
and of more Importance in itfelf, they plainly
indicate both what is not, and what really is

the particular ground of the Gentleman's
quarrel with them ; which I flull not forget
to take notice of hereafter.

As to the prefent Miniflry, it mufl be con-
feft, whatever may really be aimed at (as to
which even here, there may be a fnake in the
grafs;) our Correfpondent does not flatter
them either. It is no elevating idea that he
conveys of them under the name o{ this new
fet of men. Obferve his modefty in not calling
them Minifters, They have been great fmnerl
too, for he informs usihciv paf coudua need-
ed to be forgotten C7:d fcrgi^cen before they
could be employed. It is only with an if, and

as
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as a fappofitlon, in which he expreiTes no

confidence himfelf, that they are fpoken of

as perlbns who may be grcum ivife by thefate

of their predecrjfors, which if they be, they

will mend their manners, and itrive to p/eajj

the nat'iGn by better 7neafures, by a better and

more decejit conduB, than that of fo ungratefully}

flying in theface of their Royal Mafter : and if

they do not thus reform, he fails not to give

them to underfland there is a correction re-

ferved for them too, "which in their turn they

may receive.

Hence, by the way, it is, I think, pretty

clearly the opinion of this Gentleman, that

the former offence of the fucccfors, which

required atonement and remifiion, was of the

fame fort with the guilt of their prcdcccjfors^

who are accufed of flying in the face of their

Royal Mafter: and, to be fure, we all know,

that the unpardonable crimelaidto thecharge

of the late oppofition, of which the prefent A//-

nijters were cnce apart, was their countenanc-

ing infults upon the throne : a fault which

they might have efcaped the imputation of,

if much paying of court at a critical time

could have prevented it.

But that the chara^eriftics. of this Writer,

which explain himlelf as much as they dif-

tinguifh

..
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tingulfh thofe of whom he fpeaks; may not

be doubtful, as indeed they are not, when
fifted from his rubbidi ; he couples with his

faint hopes of the amendment of the 77ew Mi~
7nfters, fomething more hke an apprehenfion

than a wifh of their fuccifsf and ftrong fear,

that in cafe of their Juccefs they would care as

littlefcr the liberty ofthefiibjcSfy (a profefTion

of zeal, which he feems to think has been

the flirrup, by which they mounted into the

feat of power) as they affcB to do for the pre-

rogative of the Crown. That^ it is eafy to per-

ceive, is the idol of this champion ; nor is it

difficult to guefs the caufe of his peculiar af-

fedion for Prerogative^ which is a word, that

has of late had a ftrange enchanting found ;

and why he oppofes it to Liberty, two
things that no found CofTJtitutioJialift ever did,

or ever will divide.

If the Letter-writer feems not to afflSi the

prefent or the late minifters, he fhews as little

fondnefs for one great Perfon, and not more,

except in a deceitful appearance, for another,

who have both declined offices that were of-

fered them : the former, as he fays, obftinately

refufing to give the leaft reafon for fo doing,

even to his dcareft friend \ but from this mo-
tive, as the Author fays, is afjured, to fave his

C brother \
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brother ; a motive, which has at leaft feme

generoiity in it : the latter from a facred en-

gagement he is under to his noble Ally, not

to aB without hiui^ by which, we are told, he

allows himfelf to be robbed of the glory ojfl:ew-

ing his lovejor his country^ and his gratitude to

his King, iy rejcuing the honor of the Cronvn,

and the iuterf cf the Nation : an obligation

not more flavifh than 'tis fenfelefs ; and there-

fore an affront to be but imagined. This

account, which the Writer gives of thefe two

high chara(5ters, reduces them pretty near a

level, in reality, in his efteem -, and fairly ab-

folves him from any fufpicion of being much

enamoured with either.

Whfe then is this {hallow Politician ? Here

he is mod myflerious, though not quite un-

fathomable. Let us fee if we cannot find

him out, by marks he has himfelf furniihed

us with. He is fenfible that his ideal corrc-'

fpondent might h^v^ prejudices that 'twas ne-

ceflary to remove with refpeSl to the influence oj

the E— ofB— , but he ufes one, a very em-

phatical epithet, by calling it the pretended

influence. VVe know who, befide the late

Minifters, when they were in power, held

this fort of language. It then was, and flill is,

the con/lant tenor of thofe moll attached to

L. B.
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L. B. and we are at no Icfs for the reafon of

their talking in that manner.

The Writer further intioiates his hope,

that tneam ii-Ul be foundfconcr or later to con-

innce us all, that the did not 'want

to be influenced by any body to feel and refent the

behaviour offome of his late fervants :
and the

difmiffion of them is, with labour afcribed to

hisownmagnanimity and refolution, the behaviour

towards his being fuch as determined him

injlantaneoiifly, and of his own accord, to get rid

cf fuch provccalions at any rate,

I think it is full as well not to rend the

vail behind which M y refides ;
though

this Gentleman is not fcruphulous that way.

AH I fhall fay is, that this part of his work

is evidently pregnant with the dread that a

certain influence was thought of: and the

endeavour to divert the eye from it, proves

more to me than any attempt to exculpate

poffibly could have done. The late Miniftry,

in their end, at leaft, agreed in one opinion

with the bulk, if not the whole of the na-

tion. I do not know if there is any difference

at all upon the matter. Sure I am, there

need be none : an.d what I mean, is, I believe

as well underftood as any words I could ufe

would make it.

C 2 Who
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Who are they, that talk of the late Mlni-
llers, their ungratefully ajid ungracefully flying
in theface of their Royal Mafter ? None thatl
ever heard of but the connexions, and the
bofom intimates of L. B. The late Mini-
fters were long accufed, and I think not with-
out reafon, offupporting themfelves, by load-
ing their opponents with that fort of vice:
though I know not any thing of the kind,
that according to the rules of right judgment,
they were guilty of.

The great inftance in which the late Mi-
niftry is believed to have difagreed with one
whom they could have no intereft, and there-
fore I cannot fuppofe had any inclination to
difpleafe, was vindicating rhe independence
of their own fituation, and afferting the due
influence, which of right belonged to the re-
ponfibility of their offices.

The decifive ilroke of this conteft, in the
fight of all the world, was turning out Mr.M—e, L-— B—'s b—-r; which they declar-
ed, and moft unblameably I muft fay, to be
intended as a mark, that the counfels and the
employments of the flate were not feparated;
or to fix the true charafteriftic of any revo-
lution, it was even then more than probable it

would produce before long, notwithftanding

the
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the fkinning over of the wound at that time.

For that flagrant adt of adherence to them-

felves they fuffered : and it gave them a me-

rit in their death, that mod of them would

never have acquired any other way. By that

means they all fliared in a fort of fympathy

at their fall, even from their enemies, that

once on a day they had very little chance of

finding with moft people, at the conclufion

of their adminiflration.

When I hear from fuch Writers as this, of

a difguifed AriJlGcracy, oppofed not as it ought

to be, to democratical confufion, or fovereign

Liberty, but to the Jhadow of a Monarcbial

Go''cernment: and of monopolizing the ^johole

power of this, that is called the moft eJJ'ential

part oj the conftitution-, which is to fay, it is

more eflential than Liberty itfelf; to which

I underftand, with us, even monarchy as well

as adminiflration to be but the handmaid and

the fervant : I fay, when I hear fuch lan-

guage, at this time of day, I am not furpriz-

ed; for the word that came from the head

quarters of the ijivifible upon the violent re-

moval of Mr. M e, which the Favourite

confidered as an amputation in his own per-

fon, was—— what do you mean to deftroy the

Monarchy f
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Monarchy ?—to annihilate the firft of the three

eftates ?

But I own fuch difcourfe only leads me to

think of R y being captive, and both

nobles and people fubjugated to one lower

than the greateft part of themfelves, and lefs

than a very fubaltern minifter of government

would need to be. I brood over the woril

fort of monopoly I know, and that is neither

the juft power of the crown, nor the fair in-

fluence of adminiftration; for thefe are the

genuine offspring, and they guard as well as

conduct the open commerce of the conftitu-

tion : but it is the dominion of a dictator in

the court, without the name of an office in the

State, a Jingle fubjed:, not fo much as a fer-

vant of the Crown, the creature of caprice and

conjuration^ which converts M—y itfelf into

a mere pageant, makes Minifters abfolute

cyphers, and government wholly unftable and

defpicable : my dread is of the tyranny of

favouritifmt fubjedion to which is the moft

irkfome flavery : I fee nothing of Jhine or

fplendor, but all dark, contemptible, re-

proachful ; the State in trouble, and the pub-

lic weal left to chance and hazard.

When our Writer oppofes an anxiety Jor

the prerogative of the Crown to a care for the

Liberty
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Liberty of the fubjeB, which Is a very unnatu-

ral divorce ; he gives us another infalUble

mark, what company he keeps. This is an

old tune lately revived, and we know whence

it came laft. Some people think to perfuade

us, that almighty prerogative has force enough

to give Miniflers two maflers, not like the

good B— s, one aboz'e another belo'u;, but one

before and another behind the curtain ; and

they want alfo to give the people another

king, befides the one who wears the Royal

Robes, one more abfolute than the true So-

vereign, and quite arbitrary.

This Writer is of that kidney ; and he does

not leave it to conjecture; for he immediate-

ly explains himfelf, when he introduces the

favorite topic of preferving the right the •

has to choofe his Minifters with a vieiio to main'

tain the conditution in its pureft integrity. Few,
however, will be deceived fo far as not to fee

that this in modern diale(5l means the power of

eftablifding mi?2ions : and hardly any one is fo

ignorant of our own hiflory, as not to know
that nothing ever more corrupted or defiled

the conflitutlon, than thefe monfters, the

race of which we were in hopes had been ut-

terly extinft in this 'happy country. They
always were alike, the bane of Prince and

people.
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people, and generally proved in the end their

own deftrudlion.

One ftridture more remains, if it was ne-

celTary, to denote the origin and purpofe of

this letter. Mr. P . . is fpoken of with feem-

ing favor ; and an inclination expreft, that

he iLould place himfelf at the head of fuch

a band of Minifters, as this Writer would

mark out for his afliilants. This is well

known to have been, for a long time, the

language of L. B. and his retainers. There

is no myflery in it at all. Mr. P—*s abilities

might do what L. B. is not blind enough not

to fee, it is eifential to his own fafety (hould

he done fome how or other, for faving this

country from the perdition, on the brink of

which, his own incapable and treacherous

adminiftration placed it. L. B. w^ants a cloak,

and Mr. P—'s protection, if it could be pro-

cured, upon terms confiftent with the end

for which it is fought, might cover the Fa-

vorite from danger, or confirm the fyflem of

his favoritifm -, or, which is as likely to be

the truth of the fecret as either of thefe, if

Mr. P— could ^ny how have been decoyed in-

to office ; upon any thing like conditions of

a coalition with L. B. ; it might, it has

been thought, ftcal his popularity from him,

and
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and To break, down the great barrier agalftfl

the aflurance of the Favorites influence, and

take from another removal of Mr. P—, if

they fhould again differ, the fting which has

been fo feverely felt fmcc the laft, by reafon

of the credit and confidence he has fo meri-

torioufly gained with his grateful and affec-

tionate country. If Mr. P— would fall in

with L. B. objeds and views, leaving him in

the ffation he has feized, like another mer-

cury, to pafs between our Jove and the fenate

of the leffer gods, offering their petitions to

him, and to them returning his pleafure

therein, there is no doubt but the Favorite

wifhes that great man was in an adminiftra-

tion fo conftituted.

This was attempted in Augufl 1763, when

L, B. dared to lliew his face in the negotia-

tion ; and the terms then propcfed were the

flrongefl: proof of what I have been faying.

To put L. N—th—d at the head of the

Treafury, was an idea fo flrange, that it could

only be explained by the approaching alli-

ance, which had already in effedt made him

a branch of L.B's family, and a very fit Lieu-

tenant to hold the oiiice v/hich cowardice

had made him abandon.

D ' Another
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Another attempt to get L. T. and Mr.

P— in we faw made in May 1765, when

L. B. did not think fit to appear in the trea-

ty. He certainly then thought that thefe two

diftingui£hed Patriots, nothing of whofe

greatnefs he knows in his own compoiition.

Were as wearied of retirement as he himfelf

was of controle : and therefore the old pro-

pofition was renewed with this additional ab-

furdity, that it had then no palliation. The
wonder would have been, if it had not ended

as it did : aiid the Public has fhewn they

were fatisfied, they could not then obtain the

Minifters of their choice, without an abfolutc

contradiction to their own wifhes and defires.

An anecdote has been related, which gives

as good an account as any I could defire of

the laft difappointment the Public met with,

when the offer was made, which, in the opi-

nion of this Writer, it was wrong to refufe :

1 have heard, that if L. T. and Mr. P. had

come in, when lafl invited, upon their own

tme bottc77iy the good Citizens of London had

a defign to exprefs their joy, by illuminating

the Monument j hut that it was faid among

them, that if the fa?ne Gazette had an-

nounced the rcfloration of thefe great Mini-

llcrs, and the re-employment, of the Fa-

vorite's
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vorite's br r, the Monument (hould nave

been hung with mourning. So much do the

Patriots of the city make no dependance upon,

or conncdlion with L. B. ;
—the tejl by ivhicb

they ivilltry any adminiftrcthn : and fo ftrong-

ly would they have held a conceffion of that

fort for a mark of fome kind of coalition with

the obje(ft of their jufi averfion, and as an

evidence of his invincible flrength, and a

trophy of his vi(5lory over the late admini-

flration, to which the only merit they allow

is that of rellfting his yoke, as they certainly

did before their fall.

But the truth is, further fatisfadtion was

needlefs upon this head, than the undeniable

caufe of the removal of the late Minifters

might have given any one, let his favor for

them have been never fo little. They cer-

tainly did not die for their own fins i but fell

a facriiice to their oppofition, to L. B. which

finally became violent. Now that being the

cafe, any adminillration to come in at an

opening fo made, inftead of marking their

entrance with tellimonies of favor to L. B.'s

particular friends, will, I am fure, need to

do a great deal to remove the fufpicions that

the manner of their admifTion mufb create,

not only that they go in with his leave, but

D 2 by
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by his direa introdudion ; which it will be
hard to feparate from the idea of fomething
more, ar leaft in the minds of many people.

However, not to enlarge further on thefe
topics at prefent, this conclufion is, I think,
warranted, that after the ufage Mr. P. and in
his perfon the whole nation, had, when he
was driven by L. B. from the glorious and
fuccefsful pilotage of the State, only that he
might be Lord Paramount over this country,
and get any peace made to enfure his domini-
^tion

;
and upon the due confideration of the

mfidious manner in which it has now fo of-
ten, but always with an uniformity of deceit,
been endeavoured to draw Mr. P . . . back
^0 the wreck of the Public; and withal re-
flecting upon the utter incompatibility, there
mufl be between the objefts and views of
Mr. P. and L. B ; they muft indeed be very
credulous, who can believe that regard for
Mr. P--, or love to the country, have any
/hare m a wifn from L. B. or any of his con-
fidents, to fee him return to office. Who can
imagine, that the door will not always be
Tnut upon him, ns it has been heretofore,
even after he is led to it, unlefs he wiU enter
on terms fuitable to the Favorite's views ?

I cannot
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I cannot therefore, look with any favor

upon what the Writer of the letter fays to

that purpofe. The various attempts that have

been made to carry thefe wifhes into effedt

teach me how to underfland them. 1 con-

der them as themfelves a mark of L. B—'s

foot, in every difcourfe that draws as much

his way as this letter has been fliewn to do.

The writer fpeakb L. B
—

's language, only in

difguife ; and what it is in plain Englifh, a

very little recolleflion will fatisfy us, nov7

that we have traced his lineage from his own
evidence.

Our Author, fpeaking with the dignity of

the plural number, gives us what he calls

our heft intelligence of the caufes of the dif-

mijjlon of the late Minifter^^ and the choice made

of the prefent Miniftry : and to thofe who
know any thing of the fad:s to which only

he can allude, particularly as to the alledged

faults of the late Miniftry, which is the key

to the whole ; this cannot appear to be a mif-

reprefentation of his true meaning, whatever

his words are. '* The late Minifters wick-

edly rebelled againft L. B. who claims the

merit of making therp, and expeded from

them the homage and obedience due to a

Creator : their infolence became inAipporta-

blej
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ble j their behaviour was fuch as could no

longer he fuffered ; their provocations fnuji be

got rid cf at any rate ; therefore they were

difmilTed injtantaneou/ly, (which by the by is

a great ilory, for it was long before it could

be got done.) Now you their fuccelTors, you

have yourfelves been great tranfgreflbrs, in

refufing fubmiflion : but you are pardoned 3.nd

received into favor, not indeed for your own
fakes, but as neceiTary infli uments to chaftife

thofe v/hofe crimes were beyond forgivenefs;

having been found the only fet who would

come in, without which they could not be

turned out. However have a care : if you re-

turn to your old tricks, or tread in yourpre-

decelTors fteps, mark the end that is before

you ; therefore gronv wife by example ; and

if you would efcape their fate, in whofe place

you are come, follow not their evil courfes.

If you do, there will be found thofe who will

dojudicc upon you alfo, if they fhould be

brought from all the ends of the earth : ra-

ther than want hands to execute the provok-

ed vengeance, there will be taken flraglers

from all Parties, that is the mod worthlefs

of all men : for in fuch a cafi, 1 hope, (fays

our Writer) iven thofe iwy Parties, which of-

ten oii'e their frength to ftra?ige and unnatural

conneBionSi
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conneciionsy ivculd not be fo dejtitiite of men of

integrity and capacity, as to deprive the

of all means offorming a Mini[try on true prin.

ciples of Patriotifmy and confcqiuntly perfeBly

agreeable and co?iformable to his outz."

I have no doubt, the man means that it is

the Favorite, who is to form luch a glorious

adminiflration as he fpeaks of; and upon

what principles it will be done by him, we have

already had fufficieiit proof : but from fuch

poifon as kis Patriotifm has appeared to be ;

from Minifters, v.hofe integrity confifts

in conforming to bis principles, defend us!

Such, I fay, is the real language of this

Wiiter, and it is indeed the language of truth.

I know he fays, the late Miniilers flew in the

face of their'Royal Mailer ; but that is only

his manner of (peaking. The fac^s decide

here. Was there ever greater zeal than the

late Minifters manifefted, for what they call-

ed the honour of the , though a great

part of the nation thought it was no ways

concerned in the affair ? and perhaps they

could produce very good proof, that they did

not at 'that time contradia the R 1 plea-

fure ? They brought'a load upon themfelves,

by the violent profecuiion of that caufe,

which had well nigh overfet them. But can

any
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any man fpecify an overt aA of the late ad-^

miniltration, that was ever fo much as infi-

nuated to be a ground for the charge of fly-

ing in the face of the , or in which his'

mind was forced, till the bufinefs of the Re-
gency Bill came in hand ?

That, 'tis true, brought to light fome part
of the dark fcenes, and gave a peep through
the curtain. But before that time, the heads
of the adminifliration had been fufpecfled of
fubmitting to the influence of L. B— : they
were called his deputies and delegates. Their
defence againfl that accufation, often made,
was that they abjured him ; and had even
Jfipiilated his remo-cal not only from the K 's

councils, but from his rejidetice, when they
undertook his fervice, in their own perfons.

They flated themfelvcs to be in reality what
they were officially the K 's Minifters, afid

refponfible as fuch : they found themfelves at

lafl: obliged to fay, and they did it publicly,

that they thought it was as neceflary as fit, in

order to carry on the public bufinefs, that

thofe who had the charge of it fhould have
their mafl:er's confidence ^ and that it was
neither decent nor expedient, that great mea-
fures of government, highly interefling to

the commonweal, Hiould be concerted and

planned
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planned without the participation of thofe

who, by their offices, are anfwerable both

for the propriety and the fuccefs of the

K—'s counfels ; they beheved fomething

more was due to them than juft to be called

upon to execute and carry thro' what others

to whom it did not belong, and with whom
they had no communications, advifed, and

proje<5ted. Can any one deny this to be the

language of fcnfe, and reafon, and the na-

ture of the conftitution ?

If the manner in which the affair of the

Regency was produced ; the hiftory of which

is now no fecret, gave thefe Minifters room

to think the —'s confidence was not

where it ought to be, the event has juftified

their opinion. But what was their condu(ft

oh that occafion ? They would not rejecfl a

falutary mcafure, becaufe they were not the

firfl advifed with upon it : they adopted the

fcheme with all that duty that it became fub-

je(fts as well as fervants to receive the mo-

tions of the K—'s paternal care of his peo-

ple arid family : they even admitted a part

of it, which, whoever advifed gave bad and

hazardous counfel to the Crown; and, they

are hardly to be excufed for yielding, I dare

fay againft their opinion, to a deviation from

E the
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the only compleat model upon record, of die'

mofi; recent and refpeftable authority, in fuf-

fering a propofition to be made for an un-

exampled encroachment upon the moft in-

herent, moft fundamental, and moft efTential

rights of Parliament, and a daiigerous pre-

cedent for an addition to the pretenfions of

the Crown, by entrufting to the fole and fe-

cret nomination of the Prince upon the

Throne (who may not always be fo worthy

of confidence as his prefent Majefty) the ap-

pointment of the perfon to exercife the regal

authority for, it may be not only a long mi-

niority ; but an unhappy fucceffion of them.

Will vhis Writer himfelf fay that, in this in-

ftance, the late Minifters Jlcw in the face of

their Royal Maftcr ?

Does he then mean that they did it, by an

amendment that was made upon the lirft

draught of the Bill, and was authorized by

a meflage figned with the 's own hand,

only to give the Prince's of the blood a certaifi

place in the council of Regency, as the great

offices of State do to thofe who hold them ?

This, I can conceive to have been thought a

flying in the face of the Favorite, who was-

thereby put to wait 'till a vacancy fhould hap-

pen in the number, before he could be w^w-

ed
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td one. of the Council. But as the amend-

ment was an indifpenfible ad of juftice and

of duty to the Royal Family itfelf : fo for the

prefent difappointment it occafioned to L. B.

of a primary object of the bill 2isjirft concerted

y

perhaps to be a fort of eventual entail of

power or influence ; I believe the late Mini-

llers may, with great fafety, take their trial

by their country.

If the Writer cf the Letter thinks there

yet remains to fupport his charge of flying

in the face of the , the other amend-

ment made to obviate a doubt flarted con-

cerning the extent of the Royal Family, in

regard to the capacity of being Regent, he

may pleafe to recoiled, that the doubt which

forced the amendment, did not fpring from

^ny member of the adminiftration, and tho*

the S y of S—e who brought in the Bill,

did afterwards propofe the amendment,
which was unanimoufly agreed to, he did

it not 'till after he could have, and certainly

had the communications, which were under-

flood to be his authority for offering the al-

teration ; nor even quite fo foon as he might,

after he had thefe : for fo far was be from
being precipitant, that our Letter-writer

may have information from L. B. himfelf,

E z that
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that he, fitting in the houfe, prelTed L-^
H X to propofe the limiting words a day
before he did it, and for this reafon did he
prefs it, as he himfelf faid, that it woul.d
make an end of the debate, and becaufe he
knew he then had the authority for doing it.

There is furely therefore, as little ground for
the charge in this article -, and if the amend-
ment was afterwards confidered as difagree-
able any where, and therefore caufed to be
amended, perhaps, with more of indelicacv

than of true refpeB both to the and hfs
Family, the Minifters fhewed themfelves
ready and zealous to enforce and make ef-
fedual the fuppofed compliment to his .

becaufe it was urged under that notion.

The annals of the late adminiftration do
not furnifn another adc which our Authqr
can charge to hispurpofe, except the removal
of Pvlr. M—e the brother; and ofL— H— d,
the coadjutor, and trully counfellor of the
Favorite, unlefs it be that they agreed all to
go out together, rather than any one of
them to enlift under L. B/s banner : which
I fancy the Writer of the Letter has an eye
to, as one of tht^Qftrange and unnatural con-
neaions to which Parties cjten o%ve their
ftrength,

Thefc
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Thefe removals, and efpecially Mr.M—'s,

I have admitted was flyiiig in the face of the

Faijortte: it touched him in the apple of his

eye, and u^as both the fign and the comple-

tion of Rebellion againfl him : the Minifters

thereby declared open war againfl that in-

fluence, and avowed they did fo. But when
was this done ? Not till after the ftorm

of L. B.'s vengeance had broke upon their

heads for daring to deny their dependence

upon, and prefuming to renounce allegiance

and fubjedion to him. They had got their

difmiflion, tho' the counfels of the fecret ad-

vilers were fo prcpofterous, that no provifion

was made for a fucceffion of the Miniftry.

The Minifter, as his reward for conclud-

ing the bufinefs of the feffion, was to for-

ward his own removal, by an adjournment of

the P 1, till an arrangement of fucceiTors

could be fettled. Their places were brought

to market: but they bore no price: there

were no bidders. Then they were called

back, and, if what is generally faid be true,

at the very moment that a treaty was fiill

going on with offers of the adminiftration to

others, not clofed, but even continued after

the recall. Thus faved, if it could be fo

palled, only becaufe none were then found

to
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to take their room, they once more took g

frefh leafe, as they had done, after the Hke

negociation, in September 1763, and the fa-

crifice of Mr. M e, fealed the new bar-

gain, which was infilled upon for the de-

clared purpofes, that have been mentioned.

They went no farther, and it was going no

great length ; far from carrying things with

a high hand, when the humiliation muft have

been enough almoft to admit of any thing.

It was a fort of a further trial to enforce the

paBa conventa againft the Favorite ^ influence,

the infractions of which they had feen and

felt.

This, to be fure, had the appearance of

giving a blow to the Favorite : but the

wounded ferpent, from the inflant, rallied hi§

flrength, and returned to the charge ; an4

one moment was not loft, from the time

of the apparent reconciliation and re-efta-

bliihment of the old Miniftry, till their total

overthrow was accompliflied. The interim

was a perfect fede vacantCt nothing done nor

indeed could be done in fuch a fituation, ex-

cept giving away fome things that fell, by

the difpofition of which the Minifters could

not but fee the power was departed from

them. So that it may be truly faid, Mr,

M e's
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M e's removal was almofl the laft a(5fe

of the late Miniftry.

For this fact, clearly, they were execut-

ed, when their reprieve expired. Neither

their public conduct, nor the private charac-

ters of any of them, had the leafl hand in

theii deftrudtion : They did not die for ivi?-

1atio7ii of liberty -, to expiate general warrants,

Jeizure ofpapers, reftridiions of the Privilege^

and fecurity of Farltameni ; reftraint on the

Freedom of the Prefs, rigorous croiJon profecu-

tions ; irformation^ for conJlriiBive contempts ;

effoins, privilege^ and other obJlriiBions to the

CQurJe oi jujiice, Thefe, with all their atten-

dants and confequences, whether juftly or

unjuftly laid at their door, does not matter

to the prefent purpofe, were blalts which

they had weathered : and they could not

with any reafon come as charges, at leaft

from the grand enemy.

It was not their unpopularity, nor Canada

bills, the Manilla ranfom, the Demolition of

Dunkirk, encroachments in the fijhing of

Newfoundland, or dillurbances in the fettle-

ments on the coaft of Africa^ nothing of the

foreign fyftem, or dome[tick management of af-

fairs, that haftened thefe miniflers to their

end. They were not offered up to the com^

plaifits.
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plaintSy the criest nor the wiJJ^es of the people^

Neither were they vidims to the refent-

ment aiforeign courtsy as fometimes has been

the fate of Minifters : for the Minifters re-

fident here, from thofe powers, whofe aver-

iion would not be a bad rule for our choice.

Were foolifh enough at the time openly to

fpeak out their apprehenfions of a change,

declaring, in a manner as infolent as inde-

cent, but that fhould indeed give us a lef-

fon, if we had ears to hear, that their courts

would confider the reinftating of Mr. P. as

little fhort of a declaration of war, and

would prepare themfelves accordingly.

The late adminiftration had not failed in:

what is commonly called the 's fer-

vice : one feffion was got over after another ;

a great and growing majority ; deferters dai-

ly coming in ^ following the loaves and the

fjhes ; and oppofition dwindled into nothingj

by the Impatience, unfteddinefs and incapa-

city of its rotten part. The Minifter had

{hewn, he could ralfe the fupplies, and I am

apt to believe had alTurances of that fort for

the future that might be relied upon. To
do him no more than juftice ; under many
difadvantages and difficulties, he had to

flruggle with, he had been able to make the

fervice
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Service go on, which was a great deal, con-

fidering in what ftate affairs were when
committed to his care : he left it better than

he found it ; and acquired credit and cha-

racter by his own perfonal condu(ft, particu-

larly in that department of which he had

the immediate diredlion. In {hort,his ftrcngth

was his crime : it was his fuccefs that ruin-

ed him. If he would have held u?2der ano^

ther, he might have been allowed to do the

drudgery of office long enough : but he

would not fubmit to the Favorite : and for

treafon againft him there was no remiffion.

If this be a true ftate of the cafe, and in

truth it is, let any found thinking perfon

only afk his own mind, what reflections it

prefents to him ? What comfort does a

change of adminiftration for fuch a caufe,

under fuch circumftances, and by fuch in-

ftruments, minifter to the people of Eng-

land ? Can it give any fatisfadion even to

thofe who moft wifhed for a change of Mi-

niftry ? Men long to fee government once

more refume its wonted {lability and dignity :

even the foolifh thirft of novelty has almoft

been fatiated, we have.had fo many changes:

I believe the feals have one way or other

fhifted hands eight or ten times within thefe

F two
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two or three years. But at this rate nothing

can be permanent.

There was a wifli for a change of the Mi-

niftry : but a change on fuch a principle as

this has been made is only more to be regret-

ted, than the continuance of the thing, that

was itfelfdi (liked. Parties produce changes,

and we expeft them as the natural effed: of

a natural caufe -, nor do we defire to be with-

out Parties to occafion changes. I do not

mean Parties in priucipky which are diflrefs

and ruin j but Parties in opinion in friend-

Ihips, connexions, and attachments. Parties

of that fort are but ventilators to fan the

conftitution, and purify adminiflration. They

overturn one another by fuperiority of

ftrength, excellence of fyflem, or advantage

in abilities : and while thefe things hold the

balance of power, oppofition will itfelf be a

means of fafety, and an inflrument of the

public good. The contefl mufl both regu-

late and eftimate the contenders : and the

rife and fall of Minifters in fuch a cafe, will

moil probably be for the true intcrefl of the

nation, as thofe will prevail who have the

moft influence, that is, fland heft with their

country, are ableft to ferve her, and adopt

the mofl approved meafures.

But
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But when a Favorite lords it over every

thing, all Parties are loft in the vortex of his

power, all alike debafed and funk. Nothing

can (liine but from the reflexion of his fa-

vor : fycophants and parafytes only afcend :

all contention is occupied in ftudying his

will, and courting his fmiles. He choofes

thofe who will beft krvQ him : and inftead of

actors, we have puppets : the Minifters of

the Crown are the flaves of a minion ; obe-

dience to whom is the only teft of fitnefs,

and fupplenefs the beft qualification for em-

ployment. This we have ken fully verified

before our eyes.

The fall of the late Miniftry, proves what

it was that made them ftand fo long, againft

all the external (hocks they fuffered ; it

{hews what will make any other undergo the

fame fate that they, at laft did, not on-

ly without a fault, but it may be for the

greateft merit. They lived by permifTion,

and were extinguiflied by a puff of the lame

breath that gave them exiftence.

The beft adminiftration has lefs fecurity

againft this invijible poiver than the worft ;

and there can be no good one that will not

fm after the fimilitude of that offence which

proved mortal to the laft. This fecret lever

F 2 wii^
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will move the ftrongeft building that does
not reft upon the odious foundation of Fa-
'voritifm. In September j 763, one fhake was
given ; but as there might then be hopes,
the judgment was fufpended, to try the fruits

of that fevere admonition to repentance : in
May 1765, the ftroke was more violent, be-
caufe the iniquity was by that time come to
adefperatc height : and laft of all, the mea-
fure being full, the execution of the fentence
of excifion could no longer be delayed.

But how long can this go on ? This coun-
try is not in a fituation to be trifled with.
Many and great are the evils that threaten
us, both from without and within. The
diftemper needs the ableft Phyfician, and
much leifure to perfed: a cure : but Mini-
fters of late have had enough to do to keep
themfcives in the feat: if fchemes could
have been formed, time was not allowed to
put them in pra^ice : and every change puts
us farther back.

There are Minifters whofe energy the na-
tion has experienced, and to them their con-
fidence is attached. They defire to fee the
glorious names reftored, that can give weight
to our counfels, and force to our treaties :

whofe credit will engage the alliances of our

friends,
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friends, and their terror awe the difpofitions

of our enemies. Thefe might preferve peace

abroad, and bring back domeftic tranquilli-

ty : fettle things upon a found bottom, and

improve the ftate of quiet, to make provi-

fion for the evil day, when the clouds that

are always gathering may chance to break.

The remonftrances and reprefentations of

fuch Minifters would not need to be often

repeated in any court in Europe. But while

their inflexibility, and the Favorite's power

continues, our hopes are cut off. God for-

bid, that fome dreadful cataftrophe be not

the firft thing to awaken us ; and yet there

never was more reafon to apprehend it.

One might naturally enough afk here,

what guarantee the prefent Miniflers have

got ? Have they gone to the only office there

is to enfure them ? Or do they take the rifk

upon themfelves ? The profped of ftability

to them, which the letter before us exhibits

is this, perhaps this new M'rniftry mayfind means

tofupport itfelf infpite of itsJormer and prefejit

Minijlry, by the additional weight of the • -'s

own intereft, I cannot tell, as I faid before,

what the man means by the prefent Miniftry

being fupported in fpite of the prefent Miniftry

,

unlefs it be, that it is in fpite of their own im-

becility.
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becility, and the natural fragility of its com-

pofition. If he thinks fo, it is very neceflary

he fhould point out fome fupport, tho' he

does make it but a matter of hazard that they

can ftand with any : and it was equally need-

ful that it fhould be an additional fupport,

more than the late Miniflry had, when they

fell. That which he affigns them, according

to the didlionary by which I explain this

Gentleman's writing, which is only the ex-

perience of fome time pafl, is no other than

the fupport of the Favorites intereft. He
muft mean fo : and he is very right, for that

will certainly be additional, being what the

late adminiftration had not in the end fm-

cerely : it is the only thing his words can

point out to us.

It is now matter of trial, whether the new

Miniflry has ftipulated or fecured this addi-

tional fupport, and it will be matter of lu-

dicrous experiment if they can ftand, either

with, or without it. The Writer of the

Letter himfelf only allows them a chance :

and he is in the right there too, for if it fhall

appear that they are fo weak, as not to be able

to carry on the common fervice, they cannot

be fuilained by any fupport which their own
fervice does not uphold. On the other hand,

there may be fuch a fenfe of weaknefs, as may

make
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make It expedient to receive thatfupportj

admitting it not to have been bargained for,

as the beft chance of making them fland in

fpite of tbemfehesy as this writer fpeaks.

Whether there is any reference or allufion

to this in one fort of language, that vi^e

hear a little of, amongft others, all of which

are not very confiftent, I fhall not fay. But

it has of late been talked in a certain quar-

tery that it is the intereft of L. B. to fupport

the new Miniften 3 and if this be their opinion,

I think it looks very like their expea:ing,

and not only being willing to take, but de-

firous to have his aid.

Time will clear up the matter : in the

mean while this new fett oj Men, as the letter

terms them, fhould always carry in their own

mind, what conjedlures are the mofl proba-

ble to arife from the circumftance of the

door by which they entered, and the manner

in which it was opened to them,—conjec-

tures which nothing can hinder from turn-

ing into opinions^ but very ftrong contradic-

tions in fa5i. It will alfo be no lefs for their

inftrudion, that if they choofe to lean up-

on the ftaff, which the writer of this Letter

puts into their hands, they remen^ber his

admonition as to the terms upon which it is

to
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to be had, viz. their having a l>effer and more
decent conduSf, than their predecefTors fufFer-

ed for J as the only thing that can prevent
their having their turn of a change.

^

For though he fuppofes they may have a
licenfe to call into their a{^\{{2LncQ fome patri^
otic meafures of their own, he very exadly in-
forms them of what fort thefe muft be :

they are to come inftead of feljifi impofmg ones,

fuch as the laft Miniftry purfucd when they
forced out of office the Favorite'^ br r.

He exprefly warns the new Miniflers of one
indifpenfible /ri?r^^;?, to warrant the hope
of nofurther changes ; and that is, that there
be no arificcratical parties or cabals, fuch as
the late Miniftry formed -, when they refolved
to ftick together in refiftance of the Favorite.

Thefe are matters which concern the new
Minfters themfelves j but they have under-
taken an arduous taik : they know befl upon
what ground they have undertaken it, or
how they expedl to get through it. Our
writer's account of their introduction to of-
fice, furnifhes but indifferent hopes to the
Publick. People generally think the abili-

ties of men, the wi/hes of their country, the
exigences of the ftate, ought to have fome
weight in the nomination of Miniflers, efpe-

cially
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tiaily in the moft critical feaforis. This

Writer tells us, thofe, now in the great pods

of the kingdom, came to them by none of

thefe things : they owe their preferment to

L. T.'s declining, and to the Duke ofB—d-

f'
—d's continuing in fuch a behaviour^ as no

private man could have fuffered in any one of

his inferiors^ which produced an indantaneous

determination to get rid offuch provocations at

any rate : and, thus it is^ fays the Writer of

the Letter, that accordijig to our heft intelli-^

gence, we owe the choice of the prefent M y
to no other influencey thaHthat of the over-bear-

ing head of one family, and the over-grown

head of another, on their rc/peBive dependajits.

A poor compliment truly to the Minifters,-

and a miferable comfort to the country,

which much needs an adminiflration, ex craf-

fiori tela.

So far I mufl agree with this writer, that

thecholceof the newMiniftry was involuntary.

Certainly others refufed before they had

it in their power to accept. Even they

thcmfelves, we are (to fpeak in our author's

ftile) ajfured, did refufe only thrice before

they accepted : not indeed, it may be be-

lieved, from any reludance to batten upon

the good things of government, but from a

G confci-
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fcbn'ciournefs, that in thefe clrcumflance^, it

was likely to turn as little to their ov/n ac-

count, as it feemed to be for any good pur-

.pofe to the publick.

So often, if what is faid be true, and h
has not been denied, did the new Minifters

decline > and, as it is added, they very ear-

neftly prelTed the firfl recufants, to ferve

tinder the Favorites undeniable lieutenant^

who was originally held out as the general

iinder whom they were to enlift. A bet-

ter proof could not be given, that they on-

ly defired to profit of greater ftrength than

their own, to fecure a portion of office to

tliemfelves.

This, however, was In the flrongefl: man^
iler poffible, declaring themfelves utterly in-

capable for the charge they at lafl undertook :

and truly one cannot help faying, it is great

modefty for people to expert that others

ihould have a better opinion of their abili-

ties, than they themfelves have 5 and that

the publick (hould think the important con-

cerns of national interefl, fafe with thofe

who did not fo much as pretend to be qua-

lified for the trufl. Whether their country

will pafs the ftme judgment of incapac/'/y,

•with thofe who in choofing for themfelves

have
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liave decided for her, the event muH: prove.

But as all have a concern in the fhattered

bark, however, few take a real Intereil: in

her fafety, the language of manv to her at

this hour, undoubtedly is

Nil pi5iis timldiis navita puppibus

Fidit : tiiy niji 'uenlisy

Debes hidlbrium, ca^ve,

Nuper follicitum qua mihi tedium y

Nunc defideriumy curaque non levis

Interfuja nitente^,

Fites cequora Cyclades,

Were I to hazard a conjed:ure upon the

appearance of things, which is the only

foundation of the opinions of the publick

;

and is at laft as infallible a guide as that beji

intelligencey according to which tn.e Writer

of the Letter gives his judgment, I Lnould

imagine we are indebted, if not for the change

^

or the clrAce of MiniAers, yet for the Mi-
niftry being filled up, as we fee it, to a

certain impatience to get into place ; which

fome laboured under more than others.

They had long been wearied of v:ant^ and

by a revolt from their own profelfed princi-

ples, and abandoning their pretended con-

G 2 ne<flioni:*
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fie(flions, becaufe neither had for fome time

appeared to be the road to preferment, they

had approached as near the pool as they could,

agairill the Angel fliould Air the waters of

emolument : andnotbeingabletoprevail upon

thofe whom they had forfaken, but were

now again willing to join, when they faw

the dreadful interdid that had terrified them

removed, to go in ajiy how, that they might

creep upon their fhoulders ; they nobly re-

folved, cripple as they found they were, to

jnake one perilous effort to throw them-

felves into ofHce, rather than altogether lofe

^n opportunity, which they were afraid,

might fly their embraces, if not greedily

feized.

Gladly would they have perfuaded thofe

whofe force they had fome reliance upon,

to take the breach that had been made, con-

tent if, under their cover, they reached the

divifion of the fpoil. But unfuccefsful with

their eloquence, from the hardnefs of the

metal it had to work upon, nothing was left

but to become themfelves the forlorn hope.

Some faw and felt how much depended upon

one very uncertain life, and not a little upon

another^ at befl but precarious ; and there

V^as always fomething to be had while the

feafon
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feafon kfled ; fliould it never be fo fl:iort.

Moreover, the chapter of accidents is the

flattering refourcc of thofe who muft venture

all, or be in danger of lofing every thing.

Office may be able to invigorate itfelf with
the fupport it makes, againft much intrinfic

weaknefs : and this never fails to be trufled to.

Thefe things are by no means new, it is

rarely we fee men great enough to decline

the employments of the State, when the

means are not left of ferving their country.

But more commonly v/e find people out of

office, only becaufe they cannot by any means

get into it : and thefe are always ready to run

into Court on the firfl opening of the door

;

leaving behind them all they profefl:, when
without, that they may be the more nimble

for their new fervice. This was remarkably

the cafe three and twenty years ago ; and has

been often fince, upon fimiliar occafions. It

is therefore no wonder it ffiould be fo now.
It will always be the fame, with the fame
perfons, as long as they live, and with all of
alike fort. The only maxim many are go-
verned by, is to follow the carcafe, as^./'/V7-

vem do. Weather-cocks 2ind fsop -gaj)s, even

to a nick-name, are ever at hand : and the ex-

ample of the old teaches the young.

S/c



[46]

Sic placet an melius quis hahet juadere f fe-m

cunda Ratem occupare quid morafnur alite ?

Thus has an eagernefs to have overcome

the fears oi taking, and the fufpicions of not

being able to hold : and thus we have got a

Miniftry //? fpite of itfelf, if I may borrow the

words of the Letter : a new Miniftry begot

by the Favorite's refentment agalnft the old,

upon the hunger of their fuccefTors j and by

many yet thought to be little better thany?///-

born. It is however, xh^Jorm of a Miniflry,

or will be, if it gets time to be compleated.

How the Promethean fire is to be brought

down from heaven to animate it, I know not.

This is not the age of miracles : but ftrange

Thenanena we certainly fee great lights

fprung up fiiddenly^ in the political hemi-

fphere—the firft offices of government taken

for an Eflay of political abilities—perfons in-

troduced by the higheft and moft important

employments in the kingdom to the very

name of Privy Counfellers j the Cabinet con-

fining of young ones created on purpofe to

compofe it—Arthur's and Newmarket be-

come the hopeful feminaries of adminiflra-

tion—Minifters made vt'ho have their man-

hood yet to prove—Statefrhen whofe talents

^re fo hiddt'n as to be concealed even from

them^
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thcmfelvcs, and undiicovered by any body

elfe : pilots who were never a Hiip board.

A miracle however, greater than all thefe

is ftill wanted : for if office be not endued

with the powers of infpiration, there is vifi-

bly nothing elfe to truft to, for the fafety of

the nation, unlefs touching the bones of an

ancient Seir in his grave, can conjure men

who have declared themfelves incapable inta

fit Miniflers.

Something like the man who did not know

but he could play upon the muiical inftru-

mentSjbecaufe he had never tried; the friends

of this fet of men, as they have been call-

ed, ironically 'twould feem, comfort us with

this fine tale, that they may be very fufficient

as they have not been proved. They tell us,

youth is the feafon of vivacity, and fpirit

—

want of experience is a defed: that is always

curing—what they are fhort in abilities, they

will make up in application ; and it is, they

fay, very unfair and even cruel to find fault

with them before they are tried.

I fear, if our country is to be fed upon fuch

j-ejune entertainment, (he mufi: expire before

ilie can make a meal. The affairs of the na-

tion, at prefent, are not a fit fubje<ft for ex-

periment. Trentices are not for our turn,

who
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^vho have not even begun to ferve their timd',-

Fre/li water failors do not fuit the fea we are

got upon. 'Jam aliquot proceUis penefiibmerji ^

we are not nov/ in the tranquillo mari quo qui"

libet nautanim rcBorumque guhernare poteft.

Our complaint againfi the new Miniflers

is not for what they have done, but that no-

thing has ever been done by them, to give

us room to expedl any thing from them ;

and that they have undertaken what they

confefs they are not able to do. At this rate,

we may take half a dozen grenadiers out of

the guards, and make Minifters of them, and

with this fort of language amufe the people,

'tilJ the nation is undone.

The tone was the fame when L. B. took

the lead, wdth his chofen Chancellor of the

Exchequer.—Give him but a trial; do not

judge him before he has done good or evil.

We have feen, and {hall ever have reafon to

lament the effects of that blc£ed adminiftra-*

tion. But there is this difference too between

the two cafes : thofe who were hired to trum-

pet L. B.'s praifes, cried him up as a man of

incomparable (tho' they were then unknown)

abilities. He had formed the , and

none fitter to govern the ftate. Thefe people

are fo much the more v/onderful in their ex-

cefs of folly, that they confefs, and proclaim

their
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their own inability. They bear witnefs a-

gainfl: themfelves, and their witnefs mufl be

true : out of their own mouths they are con-

demned.

Did they not refufe the aJminiftration over

and over again, becaufe they owned they were

not equal to the charge ? Whence got they

their new Hght ? Their language ever fince

they came into office, is a wifh that L. T. and

Mr. P— would relieve them of the weight

they cannot fuftain. They ceafe not to call

Out for help : the daily cry in the ftreets is

odd man. Whatever might be in their pro-

feffions, as to thofe whom they would be

glad to adopt for ajpflants, for the fake of

their abilities and their power with the coun^

try, which they know they are themfelves

totally deflitute of; there can be no doubt,

they feel their own weaknefs more and more.

It is the only experience in which they en-

creafe : for they cannot, and to do them juf-

tice, they do not attempt real bufmefs that

could be the means of acquiring knowledge.

All their condud: is a continual indication of

the fcnfe they have of their own feeblenefs.

Their whole work fince they have been

Minillers has been, to collect troops j to beat

up in all corners for recruits : and any able-

H bodied
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bodied man who will repair to the drarrt-^

licad, enters into prefent pay and good quar-

ters. The mufler-roll of the forces has been

much fludied : and thofe who 'tis thought

can fight, are even bribed to accept of com-

miffions. But good foldiers choofe to ferve

under good generals ; and therefore there is

a great backwardnefs to enlift. Hence fo

many good pofts vacant, that have gone about

a begging far and near, and had the lingular

mortihcation of repeated and multiplied re-

fufals : and fome who were taken in early^

begin to repent of their raflinefs > they fee

things fo defperate.

Becaufe oppofition to L. B. was the prin-

ciple upon which this raw Miniftry pre-

tended to fet out, an advantage was ta-

ken at iirft, of the faving of appearances,

to facrifice part of his lumber, to make room

for fome of their own ftuff that is equally

inert. But it was very foon found out to be

the fafeft way to flop fliort in this reform :

and even themoft obnoxious have beenfpar-

ed, of whom there was any reafon to be a-

fraid. They are fufferedy as the word is, to

continue, that vacancies which cannot be

filled for want of hands, may not become

more ridiculoufly numerous : and time is al-

lowed
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!owed to the tolerated incumbents to think,

that they may give a deliberate anfwer to a

categorical queftion, when the critical hour

of engagement draws nigh, which prudence

has direded to be put off to the greateft dif-

tance poffible, that no chance of gaining

ftrength may be loft.

This adminiftration, if it can be fo called,

made up, incompleat as it is, of fhreds of

every colour, is quite of a new cut. They do

not pretend to have any force in themfelves:

They prefume upon a majority as various as

their own motley crew : and the fyftem of

C n is, they think, fo well underftood,

and the power of it fo commanding, that all

may be hazarded, if needs muft, upon that

part of the craft and myftery of a Minifter,

which is eafieft learned. So we are like never

to want undertakers, as they were called of

old y a trade lately revived, with aftonifliing

fuccefs truly; but with mifchief inconceiva-

ble, exceeding the moft malicious fancy to

have prognofticated but a very little while

ago, and too big now to be remedied by the

beft medicine, and the wifefl: phyficians with-

in reach : though thank God, (and it is the

only comfort almoft that remains) we are not

yet deprived of thofe, whofe falutary hand the

H 2 nation
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nation has experienced in elevating her,

when funk into the moil: deprefTed and de-

fponding ilate, to a pitch of unexampled and

unrivalled greatnefs and fplendor.

Who can lookback, and it is not far, with-

out infinite concern, to the days when this

icild beaft was for once cliained after a long

and fatal ravage ? When the price of no man
was known, and there was not a fliop for the

moft venal to refort to ; when purity, (or at

lead hypocrify) attended unanimity, concord

and glory : when all v.'as quiet within, chear-

ful and content without doors; ferenity at

home, renown abroad; fecurity, fafety, ho-

nour and fuccefs walking hand in hand. 'Tis

miferable, that the curfed plague fhould ever

again have returned to infeft our borders, and

the time come back when ^ifque quodz'tnale

hahet ojtendit. We know to whom we owe

bitter change.

However, our new rulers, who fland fo

much in need of a tutor to themfelve?, in

midft of all i\v).sfa6lit:0iis power, which they

would fain promife fo much upon, if it is even

greater than I can conceive it to be, fliould

reflet^ upon their origin. Their predeceHbrs

did not die of a confumption. They were car-

ried off in the heiglit of apparent health and

vigour,
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Vigour, by a latent, but malignant dlflempep,

which undermined what they thought a ve-

ry ftrong conftitution : and that is more

than the new comers can pretend to have.

One thing too is very furpriling, that for

all we hear, very induftrioufly propagated,

of numbers ; no body is able to inform us,

who is to take upon him the condudl of the

• of , as good Mr. F—x called it,

when he ventured upon that part, fome years

ago. The Minifters, 'tis very confidently

faid, have not yet been able to fettle the im-

portant point of the leaderfhip among thern-

felves : each fhifts it off upon the other,

humbly fatisfied with taking the charge of

what concerns his own department ; which
God knows is full enough for the floutefl of

them.

They have attempted, and even fpoke of

threatening one, who has hitherto not feen it

meet for him to join this company of younp-

actors, in a principle part of the drama, of

the farce fliortly to be exhibited, if courage

does not wholly difappoint the performance

before the time comes :
' but he feems to be a

little impradticable, nor much afraid of their

flefhing their maiden fword in his bowels :

and we do not learn that he has yet yielded.

Nor
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Nor is there great probability, from what

he talks pretty freely, of his opinion of thefe

men, at the moft in years only, that he will

ever judge it necefiary or expedient, to lend

the hand of a maiter to help thofe who, he

thinks, can do nothing for themfelvcs, and

mud therefore be very harmlefs animals to

others Avhodo not choofe tobe of their group.

After all, to be ferious, what profped is

this to a poor, broken, burthened, and dif-

traded country ? Panting for breath, throb-"

bing at the heart j groaning under diflreffes

fhe forely bled to prevent, and glorioufly, but

ineffedually, conquered to expell. What is

due to the Author of fuch complicated ills ?

What light do they deferve to fland in with

their country, who can add to the misfor-

tune, affeding to palliate, but in reality pro-

longing the difeafe they pretend not to cure,

and letting wounds, for which they acknow-

ledge they have no falvc, gangrene under

their unlT^ilful hands, with the moil injudi^

cious applications.

What is Icfi for fuch confefTed inability to

do, but to lie down and die in the bed of

difgrace and reprorxh their own hands have

made ? Can there bo an excufe for the wild-

nefs of fuch temerity ? To fpcak only of the

madncfs and fol'y of the attempt, pafhng

over
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name) both in the motives and manner of

going about it, which 1 am afraid bear not

the fmallefl: rtiare of the blame, a-nd ought

to receive the largeil: part of the cenfure.

I ufe the gentlert: words I can find, bc-»

caufe I do not like virulence of exprelTion

:

but I cannot help thinking the objed: was

not that great one, which true and uncor-

rupted patriotifm purfues with a conflant,

and conUftant uniformity : and there appears

to have been a culpable defertion of a com-

mon caufe, highly interefting to the real

welfare of this country, as well as to the

due luftre and juft independency of all men

pf rank and figure among us.

What has lately happened, and was long,

forefeen, and foretold by fome, can only be

confidered as the end for a rarest while pur-

fued by others. It is nothing but the crown

and perfection of a breach of connedions,

profeffed to have been found on true publick

ground ; a breach to which I will not aflign

the quality it well merits to have given it

;

but Ihall content mvfelf with faving, it is

unv^orthy in any men. and neither was, nor

could be made, in the wzy it has been, with

kindnefs or friendThip to the publick, or

with
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with gratitude and good faith to particulars.

They were llrong enough to have flood a-

lone, and were prelled into Jaf^ union with

thofe who have forfaken them, and the pub-
lick with them, prefuming, upon a weight

and credit quite foreign to their own preten-

fions, and derived, fo far as they had any

appearance of them, from a jun(flion which
they earneflly courted, becaufe they faw it

neceffary to hide their own natural infigni-

ficance.

It was for fome lliort time very con-
fidently faid, in vindication of the proceed-
ings of thefe gentlemen, that they had the

fandion of one great and diflinguifhed pa-
triot, whofe approbation commands refpedl

:

and they did make the moft of one or two
things, in which, for their own fakes, they
feemed to adopt his intentions. They thouo-ht

fit alfo to inferr, without leave, certain names
of affinity in confpicuous commiffions, that

the Gazette might circulate an appearance
of connedion. But this foundation failed,

as falfe ones always will. They got an
early warning of authority, which gave a

check to the unwarranted ufeof that name
of renown, under which they were defi-

rous to take iliclter. Their bold averments

have
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have iince been converted into indire(fl Infi-

nuations of anopinion, or a fort of fuppofition,

that the celebrated Minifter, now enjoying

the honor of his important fervices in a pri-

vate ftation, whither efleem and gratitude

purfue him, could not difapprove of their

coming in (meaning in the manner they did)

becaufe he had approved of a change in the

fervants of the Public : as if there were no

difference between thefe two things, nor any

diverlity of circumftances to induce very op-

pofite concludons, fometimes upon the fame

fa6t. There, however, we believe that matter

refts at prefent : and the difcoverv of the

truth has been difagreeable enough to thofe

whom it deprived of a very artificial prop

they had contrived for their fupport.

Only one other apology has ever been of-

fered for this Miniftry of compulfion ; and

their warmefl: friends are not able to urge

it, without betraying a confcious diffidence.

The country, 'tis faid, could not be with-

out an adminiftration, and a change was

refolved upon—they followed example (whe-

ther willingly, or by conftraint,let their own
hearts tell them) and from a fenfe of their

tveaknefs, declined the offers that others be-

fore them had refufed—they foUicited, pref-

fed, and indeed took upon them to exhort

} and
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and advlfe thofe, whofe fuperior abilities they

would be thought the foremoft to recognize

to accept of offices—but when thefe perfift-

ed in declining, they were under a neceffity

of taking government upon themfelves : elfe

no body at all would have been at the helm.

An talcs gubernatores iibi tiirbato mari rapi-

tiir vento naves ? Wonderful heroifm ? Arc

v/e not much indebted to thefe brave men,

who would run the rifk of their own deftruc-

tion, to fave their poor country ? But are they

the only Patriots oftheir day ? Were none elfe

to be found who felt for their bleeding coun-

try j and were ready to come to her relief?

They will not fay fo. But fome are will-

ing, ethers are forward : fome have one end

in view, fome another, more or lefs noble;

according to the nature of their delires. The
impartial world will apply charadlers and de-

cypher dcfigns. They whofe hafte on a late

occaiion has been of no utility to the ftate,

and IS not likely to bring much reputation

to themfelves, know thofe who were not be-

hind any in inclinations to ferve their coun-

try, if they had ittn. the means of doing

it with any poffibility of fuccefs. They
know what obfl:ru(5tions were in their way;

and how tbcy might have contributed to

remove them, and to have fettled govern-

ment.
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ment, in a manner advantageous to the pub-

lic weal, upon foundations not eafily to be

diflurbed, and with a fhare of it to them-

felves, equal to any pretenfions they could

form, of whatever kind.

But it was not their intention that the

country Should be put into thefe honefl

hands, with that freedom and fecurity to ad-

miniftration that are eiTential to any good ef-

fed:s. T'/jat was clean contrary to their pur-

pofe. Thofe who ought to prefide, if ability,

fervice and fuccefs can give a tittle to pre-

eminence, were meant to be in the worfl fort

of fubordination, and their names only hung
out for a fign, the more effediually to pro-

tradl the old, or eftabliHi a new fyftem of the

moll dangerous kind of fubje(fLion and def-

pondence. The difference is very little in

point of confequences to the Public, whe-
ther it be under one or another, a greater or

a lefs perfon, having the fame or limilar

power and influence of. Either is equally

fubfervient to the gaining of favorite objecfls

to thofe, whofe care tbemfelves engroffes

their whole concern.

There is a zeal for the public fervice ; and

there is alfo a thirft after the advantages of

it, which with many is flronger than the ar-

dor of meriting them as rewards for great at-

I 2 chievemcnts.
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chievements. Honours, dignities, and badges

of diflin(ftion pleafe fome ; profit and emolu*

ment fuit others who need them more, or

like them better. While thefe can be attain-

ed by their different votaries, the country

will be left by them to fhift for Jierfelf. Any
fcheme of adminiilration may get footing,

for them, that does not interfere with their

various purfuits : and they will always be

glad of the pretence of ferving her, when
by profeffing to do it, they can beft promote

their interefted wifhes.

Thofe who have a real deiire to do their

country good, by engaging in her fervice,

and who afpire only to rife upon her true

greatnefs, with the fatisfadtion of being the

happy inflruments of advancing it, — thofe

will never let their country fall when it is in

their power to hold her up. They will never

throw away an opportunity, when it prefents,

of gratifying fo fair an ambition : and the

noble object will in their minds eclipfe eve-

ry inferior confideration. But to fuch men

it is not indifferent when or how they come

into office, whatever it may be how long

they are out of it. The fame motives that

engage them to embrace public employment

when they can do it in a right way, and to

a good
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a good end, muft oblige them to decline it

when inconfiftent with their principles, and

incompatible with the fincerity of their

views.

It is, however, the valneft thing imagina-

ble, to pretend that this country now does,

and we hope fhe never will, want the siTift-

ance of thofe who are fit to be Minifters, as

ready as able to ferve her when the fervice is

pradticable, and the terms admiflible with

men of ftrid: honor, and pofleft of a true, but

generous fpirit. The apprehenfions held out

of, I do not know what, a kind of vacancy

in government are the mereft pretence ever

devifed ; the fruit of a brain ranfadted in

fearch of inventions to cover what is not fit

to appear.

We have feen in our own day, the likeft

thing to an interregnum in adminiftration,

an abfolute blank in the Minifiry, the King

keeper of his own Seals for three months :

but as it was a fingular incident, and mark-

ed a very extraordinary fituation of affairs, fo

it produced indeed marvellous efi'edls— an

adminiftration of unparallelled harmony, and

the mofl: firm and glorious that ever exifled ;

the fame of which will refound to the lateii

ages, as long as there remains a faithful page

of hiftory to record its illuftrious acts. There

was
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was atleafl as little hazard of late, as at the

period alluded to, if an unaccountable fata-

lity had again driven us to fo uncommon a

chafm. The wound would foon have clofed,

without leaving a fear where the fhaft pafTed :

and the confequences might been defirable

and happy, as in the former inftance.

An ignorant or unfkilful fleerfman cannot

be lefs perilous, and will probably be more

deflrudiive than the want of one altogether.

Of the firft the event fhall tell ; the lafl need-

ed not at all to have been the cafe, and

would not have been it long ; though thefe

generous-hearted gentlemen had not flown

fo haflily to the rudder. Little was required

ofthem : it was only to let alone ; the fittefl

thing, at any rate, for them to have done.

Had they been wife enough to have taken

that part, it needs no divination to fay, and it

may without any doubt be affirmed, what

would have happened. The malady would

foon have worxked its own cure : all obftacles

would have been eifedually removed ; and

an adminiflration fettled upon a found bot-

tom, pleafing to the K—, which it is no fe-

cret this is very far from being, fatisfadtory to

the people, and for the real benefitof the na-.

tion. But it would have been an admini-

flration, the parts of which would have been

allotted
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allotted to their proportionable degrees of

defert ; and under which titles and things of

that fort might not have been fo eafily come
at, there being no demand for the help and

fupport, that are purchafed with them, to

fupply and make up the want of intrinfic

ftrength, and able condud.

It was not that thefe noble lovers of their

country, whofe fympathy for her at lail car-

ried them out of themfelves, did not fee thefe

confequences of their holding oiF. They faw
them, and of them they were afraid. They
dreaded being reduced to a ro/e that fquared

with their merit. They wanted an adminiftra-

tion of their oivn ; but being too incapable to

form it by themfelves, they were defirous that

others pofTefl: of the neceffiry abilities £hculd

be brought in to a<it under a predominant in-

fluence, through which they fhould be able

to operate for their own purpofes, though

they could do nothing ufeful to the flate.

A refufal vexed them that marred the pro-

ject of their adrninijiraticn, as they foolifiily

called it : and they could not conceal their

anger at the fnare being avoided, by which

they were very near difappointed in all their

hopes (fo far what is faid in the Letter is

true) and were infallibly forced at length to

the
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nation upon their own fhoulders, tho' much
too heavy for them to bear. So they ferve

their country : a fervice that is mere mocke-
ry and delufion -, for which no thanks can be

expecfted, and never any applaufe to be got

by it ; but that has already, and mayperad-

venture for fome little time longer anfwer

other ends that were more thought of, when
they began the work.

It mufi: indeed be the occafion of regret,

that the declining of allowed fufficiency

fbould have made way for the admifiion of

acknowledged inability, but though it be

matter of concern, it can be none of com-

plaint againft thofe who did decline. The

Writer of the Letter, in my hand, however,

inveighs, as we have feen, againfl: one N—n,

who ftands very high in the favor of his

country, for obflinately refii/ing, as he terms

it, not only to join with his illuftrious ally,

who he fays, perhaps would not have declifi^

cd to appear at the head of others, hut even

to give the leafl reafon for his refufal. Yet

furely nothing but ignorance or inattention

to what has paft, in the view of all the

world, can induce any difinterefted perfon to

join
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join with him in this efFufion of his rancor.

Had he been aware of the force of what he

himfelf has faid, there is enough to be ex-

tracted from it, when a httle winnowed, to

make all wonder ceafe upon this head.

If this Writer is well informed as to L—
T—'s not thinking it fit to give his reafons

to the friend of his bofom, the companion

of his labours, in the public fervice, and the

partner in the facrifice he formerly made to

the love he bore his country, it is not to be

fuppofed he condefcends to explain himfelf

to others, who have no 7'ight to expert it

;

And there may, for ought we know, be rea-

fons for his condudl, which decency and de-

licacies of the tendered fort reftrain from
communicating, even when no degree of

confidence is wanting. But nothing is more
probable than that the plainnefs of the cafe,

in this inftance, fuperfedes the trouble of

needlefs difcuffions upon it, being fach an

one as fpeaks for itfelf, with more force than

a multitude of words could convey.

In my ov/a opinion, it were but a fool's

errand, to go to L— T— to aik the reafons

of his refufal. It is impoffible for him not

to have, and he is well entitled to folace him-
felf with a proper confcioufnefs of the fi^nal

K regards
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regards of his country, which he pofTefTes,

while others envy them, as the fruit of his ho-

ned and refolute attachment to her interefts.

Every good man will efteem thefe the nobleft

diftindion he can bear. The public favor

enjoyed by L— T— in an eminent degree,

in his own perfon, as the voice of the whole

nation proves and publifhes, is an inheritance

too valuable to be fported with, or played

away at the game of Minifier-makingy and

he is but juft to himfelf, as well as to his

country, to maintain in its full extent, that

unborrowed dignity, and confideration with

which it clothes him. He alfo has unquef-

tionably the right that is common to all men
to judge for himfelf: he is able to do it, and

no ties or conned:ions whatever can make a

man renounce himfelf, his own independen-

cy, and right of difpofition of what alone he

has the power over. People that are necef-

fitous, and dependant, muil do as they can,

and will always do as they are bid, and

greedily reach forth to grafp at their interefl.

But where there is true independence, which

muft be in Spirit, thefe fecure an upright,

and a great condud:, fuch as reafon and re-

gard to every thing that is noble, dictates.

At the fame time, I cannot but think that

if
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if the reafons of L— T—'s conducfl on this

occafion were not of greater concern, in re-

gard to their connedtion with the public fi-

tuation, than as they affed: himfelf, or tend

to do juftice to his condu<5tj an enquiry into

them would not be fo interefting. It might

be left to add to the wranglings that daily

fill the News Papers, for the recreation of

thofe who borrow their diverfion from the

genius for difputes of all kinds, fo incident

to our countrymen : an amufement which I

have no objedlion to partake of, when the af-

fedlion or averfion of different parties fur-

nifhes us with it, though I cannot fay it is

much worth the while either to give or re-

ceive it.

But, in my mind, there is not a better

glafs for feeing the real flate of our country

at this time than the caufes that are appa-

rent for L. T— 's refuling to come into her

fervice : and in that view the fubjed: may
be contemplated to a better end, than the

gratification of partialities of any kind.

What is it we have feen ? One of high

rank, and of approved merit ; one who has

filled great fituations with honour to himfelf,

arid advantage to the nation; and who has

tailed liberally of the nobleft rewards of pub-

lic fpirit and public virtue, — the affedions

K 2 and
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and applaufes of his grateful country, thcfe

beft incentives to heroic Patriotifm— fuch

an one have we feen firft rejeding, as it be-

came him, a proportion to ferve under the

undifputable Lieutenant of an odious Favo-

rite, againft whofe noxious influence, and

baneful counfels, he had made the boldefl

ftand and then declining an offer, which

the firil refufal had forced, of an office that

would nominally have put him at the head

of the public fervice, but in reality in fuch a

way, as mufl have difabled him to purfue it

with any fuccefs, and only expofed him to

fhare the deeper in the difgraces and misfor-

tunes of his country, the caufe of which he

had oppofed and flruggled to remove.

It is nothing new to obferve the grafpings

of vain and foolifh ambition ; but he is a

Phoenix, almoft without example, and pret-

ty fure not to be much imitated, who is proof

againfl: the attradiives of power, and can re-

lifl the fweets of emolument. And is this,

does any body think, done without good

reafon ? Every effed muft have an adequate

caufe. It is therefore but fair to conclude,

that there mufl have been fomething very

flrong to overbalance fo much of what arc

the objedts of men's keeneft purfuits in com-
mon :
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mon : and when one decides againfl: himfelf,

and what is thought to be his intereft, it is

notjufl to fufpedl, and will probably be hard

to prove, that his motives are partial or cul-

pable.

We may without being in L— T—'s

counfels, or pretending to unravel myfteries,

fafely fay, he did not want inducements to

accept of the great poft, that prefented itfelf

as a fupplicant at his gate; a pofl that has

often been fought, but feldom, perhaps ne-

ver refufed, and to him added gracious im-

portunity to the pcwerjuI arguments oi inter-

eft. One capable of fuch refulal, cannot be

fuppoled tc be wholly deftitute of that laud-

able ambition natural to great minds, v/hich

prompts as well as enables them to CninQ in

elevated ftations. Laying alide the ties of alle-

giance, in a trial it is feldoin put to ; it were

very ftrange, if any fubject could be deaf to

the voice, or indifferent to the wiilies of the

people of England, in a diftin^tion fo pecu-

liarly honorable to himfelf. Not only the

noble paffions, but refentments of a lower

kind, natural to humanity, if thcfe were

worthy of a place in fuch a confideration,

might have moved, him not to decline a

triumph over injuries, though he was too

great to have felt them. In iliort, duty to

his
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his King, his country, as well as to himfelf,

and his friends, had all their feveral claims

Tor his acceptance.

To weigh down all this, the Writer of the

Letter has found only one motive, which he

puts in the oppofite fcale ; but one that, up-

on cool refledlion, niuft appear to have been

the leafl: capable of having any influence at

all : and that is L— T—*s defire (as he calls

it) to fave his b r Mr.G— i?2 confeque?ic-e

of their reconciliation.

The chance of that was worth no price at

all ; and the difference of the elder brother,

without iffue filling the office of the younger

withy could be an obje(5t, it fliould feem,

of fmall confideration between themfelves.

Without much penetration, one might have

found out, that a Miniftry that had twice got

warning within the month, and that had

been called back confeffedly from a prefent

necefiity, could not probably ftand long.

Any Politician, but fach an one as the

Favorite, who adviled to remove a whole ad-

tninifration, before he had provided a fuc-

ceiTor for any o?ie office, would, in order to

cover his own defigns as far as he could

without fruftrating them, have left the

Miniftry he had refolved to get rid of to the

natural confequences of that debility, which
-1-.
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the convulfioii they had fuffered muft have

produced.

From fuch undeniable evidence of a total

withdrawing of confidence, their external

fupport muft of courfe have failed ; and their

own union very likely have given way, while

the moft dependent of them were looking

each for a plank to fave himfelf. Mr. G—

,

who was leaft in that fituation, muft rather,

if one could guefs, have been tired of his fi-

tuation : and if the reconciliation, to which

the Writer of the Letter alludes, had any

political effedl whatever, upon him in fuch

circumflances, it might have been a defire

to refign, efpecially to fo agreeable a fuc-

cefTor. He thereby would only have fal-

len into the bofom of his own family, which'

whatever this Writer thinks, few people will

jbelieve was, as he fays, the moft likely way

to deprive him of the meafis of recovering from

thefail ', if that was any obje(fl at all in view.

However, it might reafonably enough be

afked this Writer, if he thinks the reconci-

liation between L— T— and his brother

had alfo reconciled L— T— to all the old

Miniftry ? None could well be alarmed with

fuch a fufpicion, but thofe who were con-

fcious, that their own condudl had left them

little
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little better pretenfions upon L— T

—

*s fa-

vor, than the members of the late admini-

ftration whom he leafl: affed:ed could have

:

w^hich was indeed a very material confidera-

tion to a number of expedtants who looked

to the fcramble, incident to a change, ia

cafe L— T— had the difpofal of places. *

We may therefore, without affuming too

much, overlook the foolifh motive to which

this author afcribes L—T—'s refufal, as

worthy of no credit, whoever ajfured him of

it 5 or \\o\N&vQT probable he would perfuade us

it is : and we muft of neceffity lay out of the

cafe all partial confiderations perfonal to L

—

T himfelf, becaufe evidently, thefe are

all on the fide of his accepting ^ fo much

—

fo, that their not having had their natural

and common eiFecfl, only proves the flrength

of the real obflacles, as well as that they were

of a different kind.

It is not really fo hard, I think, to find

out the true reafon of L— T 's refufal,

as 'tis to afiign any other that can bear the

tefi: of reafon. What could it be, but an ap-

prehenfion of the impoflibility to do his King

and country that fervice, which an honeft

man would wifli to do in the llation he de-

clined.
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clined, and that the Public has a right to ex-

pe(5l from every man who goes into it.

The N— L—d, we may ftippofe, knew
more of the real fituation of things than the

Public at large can. But to what has been

obferved in the progrefs of thefe animadver-

fions, little needs be added to evince that his

apprehenfions were not groundlefs. Stronger

evidence cannot be required of the continued

afcendant ofL— B— , and that his aim was

ilill to maintain an abfolute dominion over

this country, by being mafter of any Mini-
ftry, to decide their fate, not according to

their condud towards the nation, but ac-

cording to their fubmifiion to him.
This mud refolve all government into the

mere arbitrary will and pleafure of the Fa-
vorite, and make the befl adminiflration that

could be formed unflabie as water, Co that it

cannot excel. Who does not feel, that this

inftability has already made us the fcorn of

all Europe, and the fport of our enemies, to

whom it gives confidence in proportion as it

enfeebles ourfelves ? Nor can there be an end
of it, or of its unhappy confequences. but by
the annihilation of the influence of the Fa-
vorite. The title has been inaufpicious in all

L ex-
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examples ; and thofe who now decline the

fervice of their country, may with great

propriety make their defence in the words of

Charles the Firft's Parliament, concerning

the Duke of Buckingham, when they faid

to that unhappy King, *' We protefl: to your

Majedy, and to the whole world ,^ that till

this perfon be removed from intermeddling

in the affairs of ilate, we are out of hope of

any good fuccefs."

I know L. B. denies that he has intermed-'

led, fmce he quitted office. But why does

he deny it ? In defence againfl: the charge of

the late Minifters, of breach of folemn en-

gagements he came under to them, even to

remove from the K—'s prefence, which en-

gagements, it feems he cannot difpute. The
denial has gained more credit to the alTertion

shan ever itfelf did : but it has not made the

fad: deemed in the lealt doubtful. No body,

who knows any thing of late tranfadiions, is

ignorant, that even in public and national

concerns the late Minifter was openly thwart-

ed by L. B—'s friends, whenever his partial

atte(ftions gave them their tone: and no in-

fluence whatever is to be Cecn but L. B—'s

in the whole bufinefs of the late change.

Who
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V7ho elfe could have fuggefled the propo-

sition of L— N d for the head of the

treafiiry, to make an open refurredtion of L.

B—'s name, in a perfon dear to him ? L. T-—
might jufl as well have been inferted in L.

B—'s adminiftration revived : and that firll

modefl: proportion is a majler-key to all that

has follow^ed.

Did not h. B. call in the aid of the

of— who condefcended to undertake the

negociation ? This explained a remarkable

vifit which L. B. and his brother had iliortly

before deigned for the £rfl time to make at

the levee of a certain r—yl perfonage, whom
they had before execrated ; and the neglect

of whom at court for four years pail, is but

a fmall circumflance, compared to the infults

and abufe poured upon him in public, by I,.

B— 's hirelings.

It has been greatly fufpecfled that there was

an agreement ilipulating protedion to L. B.

But there is evidence fufficient, that L. B.

called for the nev/ Miniftry ; and did he call

for a new Miniftry to kill hi?nfc.if\ only be-

caufe he did not like to die by the hands of

the old ? If he is killed by any Minifcry call-

ed by him, he is difappointed, probably de-

cwed j for he did not mean it. He intended

L 2 once
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once more to fhew his power in the forma

r

tion of another adminiilration. The invi-

tation coming virtually from him implied

terms of fubmiffion, and hy making, he ma-

nifellied he could unmake Miniflers, and that

he would difmiis the new, as he did the old,

when he pleafed, that is, when they did not

pleafe him. I only afK, if the Minifters of the

country could fufFer themfelves to become

Minifters in fuch a manner ? Or would they

not thereby have acknowledged themfelves

to be the fervants of the Favorite ?

Not men only, but meafures. are at the

option of the Favorite, and upon thefe the

duration of Minifters depends while he rules»

This will not indeed create any difficulty in

the way of thofe, who confider the moil

momentous employments of the fcate only,

as proviiion for themfelves, and a means of

providing for their friends. To fuch men
any {y{\.tm, PruJJian or Auftriany or no fyftem

is alike, if they can but keep in their places

;

and 'tis a very conifortable reflecftion to them,

that there is one who can open the iluice of

honor to whnm, and fliut it againfl whom
he pleafef, becaufe fubmiflion to him will al-

ways be one great fecurity from the danger

©f being removed.

Thofe



[77 3

Thofe who can find in their heart to refufc

great offices, have another fenfe of things.

Men who know what the truft of govern-

ment is, and what the pubh'c fervice requires,

muft have the means, and fome reafonable

profped: of performing it, before they under-

take the charge. But fo different is L. B's

fcheme from that of thofe, of whofe fervice

their country is now deprived, that they can-

not be employed, while his influence is pre-

dominant, without adopting his fyftem, and

abandoning their own views of the National

Intereft. For they have already had the ex-

perience what iffue is to be expeded in a

contefl with the Favorite's counfels ; and

need not refume employments only, to en-

counter the fame difficulties in the public

fervice, which obliged them to quit it be-

fpre.

We know the C—b—-t has been poifoned

with L— B—'s fyftem ; and that this has

been one of the great obftacles in the way of

getting back to the public fervice thofe Mi-
niflers to whom the eyes of all England look.

Indeed the fyftem was taken up, as the bell

method of expelling them, in order to com-

pafs L— B—'s great obje(5t, of engroffing the

whole power of this country into his own
hands

:
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hands : and difficult as it might have ap-

peared to be, to fall upon a fyftem thai could

have inverted the ftate of this country, in

the midfl of the unanimity and fuccefs, in

which L—• B— found us, when he firft came

upon the political ilage, he was wonderfully

fuccefsful in his attempt to get pofleffion of

the reins of government.

For that L— T—— and Mr. P— were

forced from the K— 's counfels, by an advice

of which the declaration of war againil Spain

was a mofl ample vindication, though it was

a labored apology for oppofing it. For that

the D. of N —, after having been induced

to concur in chafing away Mr. P— , was

himfelf difmilTed with ignominy, to leave in

fole polTellion the Favorite, whom his G-—
had thought fit, by an aB oj his oivn, to bring

into a minifterial office, to counterbalance

the weight of Mr. P— . For that we got a

glorious peace, and bought from ourfelves an

approbation of it, becanje we were not able

to carry on a war, the fuccefTes of which,

had almofi: made an end of its expence. For

that we diflblved our natural alliances abroad,

and renounced all connections with the com-

mon caufe of Liberty, and the independency

of Europe, becaufe we are powerful enough

to
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to fiand alone, again ft the mofl formidable

union we ever faw of our enemies. For that

a door was opened without diftincflion at

home to all the enemies of the K—'s family,

becatife that was the only way to root out

Jacobitifm, and to introduce into places, thofe

who feemed to think the adminiilration of a

Stuart, to which their 7161)0 loyalty was con-

fined, was the next thing to a reign of that

nam. And ic'/V^ all thefe L. B. might, for

ought I know, have yet been the Minifter

himfelj^ if his want of courage had not done

more for us than our own virtue.

Thefe evils, for evils I think they are, or

their evil confequences, remain yet to be

cured ; and they can only be cured, fo far as

they are at all capable of a remedy, by adopt-

ing a contrary fyftem. Let others judge

what profpe(ft there was of purfuing it with

fuccefs, in an adminiflration, at the root of

which the Favorite was, and that muil be

fubjeCt to the check of his influence. For my
part, I can blame no man for declining to

take part in an adminiftration, which was
openly fet up to au(5lion, and at the fame in-

ftant offered to three different fets ; that they

might bid upon each other, for the befl con-

ditions to the Favo/ite and his influence ; or

to



to fecure the lowefi and moft fubmiffive ob-

fequioufnefs to another^ in fome refpedls

more formidable, and in that point not lefs

exceptionable, called in, to divide with him,

or for fome time to fucceed him in his irre-

fiftible fvvayj perhaps to hold it in depofit

for him : an adminiftration, the purpofe of

appointing which, and the terms of being in

it, were only to turn out all thofe who had

refilled the Favorite, and to proted: his par-

ticular friends, whofe attachments were

where their intereH: in his favor naturally led

them to be. And fuch mufl have been the

cafe, from the very caufes of the change,

and the complexion of the negociation to-

wards it.

Were we to run through all the endlefs

train of difficulties, which a very flight fur-

vey of the fubje(5t might prefent to us, it

would be more difficult to end than begin;

and we might be led into a theme on which

it would be but unpleafant to infifl. Great

however as the obftacles from the Favorite

are, we may certainly pronounce they are

hot all. A manacled adminiftration cannot

be very fuccefsful ; and every one would not

choofe to be a Minifter, v/hen the whole

regal power is configned into the hands of

a fub-
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; ft fubject of a degree above an ordinary fer-

vant, whofe fyftem is not the fame with

theirs, whoare to anfwer for government. Nor

would many choofe to accept of an office of

principal refponfibility, under the control of

one, whom it may not be the lefs necelTary,

that it is the more incommodious to oppofe.

Wife men, and to fuch I fpcak, will judge

what I fay on this head -, and to their reflec-

tion it is moft fit to leave it. Wc may only

remark, that the fluduations in politicks are

very ilrange. So we now fee, thofe who were

undone by L. B. as the reward for giving him

birth, when he was but the embryo of a

Minifter, come forth at his call, diminifhed

as they are, by various accidents, in v/eight

and numbers; a wretched remnant, whom no

experience can make wife, when lured by

the tempting bait of emolument, or dazled

by the very fhadow of power, if 1 may ufe

the expreffion. We fee them alfo a(5ting un-

der one ereater in rank than L. B. from

whofe power they formerly apprehended fo

much danger to their own, ti at they thought

it neceffary to deilroy the high objed of their

jealoufy, and adually did it.

What the end of conjunctions, in fplte of

fuch dlfcordant qualities, may be, 1 take net

upon me to prophefy. But we may, with-

al out



out the fpirit of divination, fee it is of fomt

importance in the determination of a judici-

ous pcrfon, whether to be a Minifter or not,

what inftruments there are to adl with, if

the fervice is undertaken. And what fatis-

iav5lioji could one promife to himfelf, if his

own principle was a determined oppolition

io the Favorite, and many of his aillilant^

were to be thofe who had been eager to aft

under the Favorite's Lieufenanf, and had

warmly preffed him to do the fame, as a

pioneer to fecure to them fome inferior fteps

of promotion, when they could not refolve

upon afcending the nppermoft form them-

felves. as they afterwards did.

To thefe, the influence of the Favorite can

have been no objection : they feem to be

more congenial to him. If they meant to

iland upon that ground, we fhall fee how
long they are able, by proper means, to keej>

it under their feet. If they defigned to

break the yoke, after they arc a little con-

iirmed, the event will then fhew how far

their /Irength goes, and whether they did

vv'ell to flight the cautions of thofe, who had

themlelves been broken becaufe they would

not bow ; or if they took the moil probable

w.iy to gain the defired viftory.

A»
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As to the fucccfs of public affai«. under

fo many difficulties, and when the ftate groans

cnder the weight of its troubles ;
young au-

venturers. Militia who have feen no ferv.ce,

niay hazard an experiment. If they facceed,

they will have great merit, difappomt many,

pay themfelves, and prove they did not know

their own abilities, when they were fo afrad

to venture the leap. If they fail, they w.!

lofe no charaaer. and only have to dcfcend

again, till their abilities encreafe, improved

with the experience they have got, in an un-

fuccefsful attempt.

In the mean time, the boldnefs fome have

Ihewn in accepting offices, is not yet luth-

ciently iuftified, to warrant us to find fau t

with others for declining them. Though

thefe will not proftitute themklves to tlie

profit of employments, when they knock

at their door, we have no reafon to thu..<

they will be backward to encounter the

areateft difficulties attending the fituation ot

their country, when fuch aie the orly ob-

ftruftion to their engaging in her ferv.ce.

They have given us no caufe, from any part

of their public conduft, in time pail, to be-

lieve they are eafily to be feared fr,o,n their

M 2 ""')''
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duty, when fairly called to it. We have iscn
the terror of that confcioufnefs, which will
make a thoufand fly before one, drive a Favo-
rite from the height of his vain ambition, al^

moil: when none purfued. But men who have
nothing in themfelves to fear, whofe fhield
is their own virtue, do not run from their

arms, in the field, where they have before
fought with honor. Something is to be
trufled to the courage, and fomething is alfo

due to the wifdom and difcretlon, as well as
to the integrity and good intentions^^of thofe,

who have had the magnanimity to quit great
ftations, wlien no longer to be held to any
purpofe, but to fandify meafures they could
not approve, or to load themfelves with the
errors of mifcondud: they could not prevent :'

and in a private fituation have fet their face
againd the 6erce0- refentment of incenfed
power, and the mofl violent profcriptions of
an inflamed court, flirred up to fury by art
and invention.

^

Such men will ferve their country when
they can do it, with the fame fortitude with
which they fufFered with her. It is even to
be expeded from them, if ever they are Mi-
nifrers again, that they will be heroic enough
p combat the pretenfions of popularity, if

they
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they fliould at any time interfere with re£ti-

tude of principle : and that is as hard a

ftruggle as any. But withal, it would be

doing them injuftice to look for that fort of

ftoutnefs in them, which poflefTes none but

the ignorant and unwary. Blind men only

walk, without concern, to the edge of a pre-

cipice. Leaving therefore the ill-judged, if

not ill-defigned ccnfure of the T>etter before

ipe to futurity for further reprooi ; I fhall,

to conclude, join with the Writer of it in the

wifh he profeiTes (which is the only thing

in which I can agree with him) that all

may turn outfor the befi.

I am, &c.

N I S.



speedily will be Puhlijhtd^

in two Volumes OSlavo, Price los. fewed, or i2s, hound.

AN AuTH£NTic Collection of the SPEECHES
and DEBATES in the British House of Ccm-

MONs from the Year 1742, to the Peace of Aix-la-Cha-
pelle in 1748. In the jDebates of this Period, are many
important Motions arifing from a Variety of interefting

Events, both Domeftic and Foreign. Several material

Changes in the Adminiltration, were the Confequence of
thofe Debates. As the Attention of Parliament was occa-

fionally employed upon a long and expenfive War with
both France and Spain, and the Suppreflion of an unna-
tural and intelVine Rebellion ; a Moment's Refleftion will

Ihew this to have been one of the meft important Periods

in our Hiftory. It is therefore to be regretted, that thefe

Debates have not been collated and digefted before, and
that fo neceffary a Work has been fo long neglefted j a

Work fo cflentially ufeful to every Member of Parliament,

and every Lover of ConlHtutional Hiftory. Thefe Debates^

which are principally compiled from authentic Notes
taken in the Houfe, are arranged pa^•tly ii|)on the fame Plan

with Chandler's Colledlion, which is brought down to the

Year 1742 ; but with fuch Improvements from the Jour-

nals, and oiher authentic Papers, as, it is prefumed, wiU
render them worthy the Notice ofeverv Britifh Legiflator.

LIKEWISE,
THE SECURITY OF ENGLISHMENs LIVES ; or th^

Trust, Power, and Duty of the GRAND JURIES
of ENGLAND, explained according to the fundamentals

of the Englifii Government, and the Declarations of the

fame made in Parliament by many Statutes. Firll printed

in the Year 1681. Written by the Right HoBOurable

JOHN Lord SOMERS, Baron of Evesham, and Lord
High Chancellor of England.

This excellent Traft has for many Years been very fcarce,

although feveral Times ftrongly recommended by the beft

Writers on the Englifh ConlVitution; and in particular by

the learned and able Author of the Letter upon Libels and

Warrants^ &c. As that ingenious Work treats fo fully on

the Rights and Privileges of Petit and Special Juries ; this

admired Performance, on the Subjeft of Grand Juries, is

thought to be its proper Companion : And will therefore

be printed in the fame Size, and at the fame Price.

•* This little Book explains the whole Duty of Grand
** Juries, the high Importance of them to every Individual

" in the Kingdom, as the Life and Safety of all depends
*« Tjpon them. It alfo (hews their Indendency of Judges ;

'« explains the Duty and Powder of Judges, and not
'^' only



*' onlv of Tud^es but of Kings : And is a fu 1 Account oP

« that moft effential Part of the Englifh Conlbtution, upon

«' which all our other Liberties depend."

Uidvice to Poprity^ publijhtd m 1 756.

Sovh printed for J.
Almon. oppofite Burlington Houfe in

Piccadilly, at whofe Shop is a large and choice Collec-

donof the moll valuable Modern BOOKS; many of

which are in very Elegant Bindings. Likewife the belt

of all Kinds of Stationary Wares; particularly the

large and thick Dutch writing P^.P^^'"' ^"*^,^" ^/^^^/^j;"

of Paper giltand plain, fine Pens, right Dutch Wax, &c &c.

• AH new Publications may conftantly be had at the fame

*piace. Books neatly bound, bought, and exchanged.

Books printed for J.
Almon, oppofite Burlington Houfe in

^
Picccadilly.

. Considerations on Behalf of the Colonists. In a

Letterto a NobkLord. Tranfmitted 10 the Pubhfher

from Bofton in New England.
Axr . ^

A LETTER concerning Juries, Libels, Warrants,

the Seizure of PAPERsfand Sureties for the Peace or

BEHAv'oa. With a View to fome late Proceedings, and

rhc Defence of them by the Majority upon the Principe,

of Law and the Constitution. Fifth Edit, frice only

, A* POSTSCRIPT to the fame, fecond Edition. Price is.

i' A Letter from Candor to the Public Advertiser

^'L f^e late irrelling Trials,, and other Points of civil

Liberty. Second Edition. Pnce is.
^ .

, jv

rThetRiAL of Mr. William Owen («^v^r*.Ar./r^^^^^^^

Bookfeller, near Temple- Bar, who was charged with the

Scatio^of a Libel againft the Government in 1 75 1, of

Xch ne was acquitted by a Jury of free-born Engfhmen

Citizens of London. The principal Speakers in this Tria.

for the Crown, were. Sir Dudley Ri^er, Attorney -Genera ,

afterwards the>^.«. Chief Jaftice of that Name and Mr

William MurrV,Sollicitor-General. "ow Lord Mansfidd

and Chief Juftice of the King's Bench. For the Deten-

dant.Mr:FU, fince dead; -^p^^'
P-J.^'.rSoeectl

Juftice of the Court of Common Pl«^y,,Whofe Speeches

are all printed as nearly -verbanm as poffible T°
^^'^^

is prefixed, the whole of the remarkable Trial of John

Peter Znoer of New York Printer (which for fome

Time has been very Scarce) who was alfo charged with

printing and publilhing a Libel againft the Government;

J?whi4 he vJas acquifted by an honeft. independent Jury

With a Narrative of his Cafe. Price only is. (Zenger s

Trial alone was formerly fold for is. 6d.)
^ ^^^



i5. The State of tlig Nation j with regard toils Income, Ex-
penditure, an<rtnfunded Debt. Fifth Edition. Price is,

7. The BUDGET. Tenth Edit. Price,is.

8. The Right of Appeal to Jurie^s in Caufes of Excife af-

ferted. Second Edit. Price is.

9. A COLLECTION of the moft iNT^REstiNC Letters
which appeared in the public Papers,- from the Time that

Lord Bute was appointed firlt Lord of the Treafury in

1762, to the Change of the Adminiftration in 1765 : in

four Volumes. Price 1 25. bound. *^* The fourth Vo-
lume, which contains fome curious Papers and Paffages ne-

ver before printed, may be had feparate to compleat Gen-
tlemens Sets.

10. The Rights of the Colonies, aflerted and proved. By
jSmes Otis, Efq; of Bofton in New England. Second Edit.

Price 2S.

li. An Account of the late Right Hon. HENftY BiLSOt?
Legge. With Original Papers. Price is.

12. A Defence of the Minority in the Houfe of Com-
mons on the Queftion relating to General Warrants, Fifth

Edition. Price is.

13. A REPLY to the Defence of the Majority, on the fame
Queftion. Second Edition. Price is.

14.. A Counter Address to the Public, on the lateDifmir*

fion of a General Officer. Fourth Edition. Price is.

15, Thoughts on the Difmi/Iions of Officers for their Conduft
in Tarliament. Price is.










