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POLITICAL PREACHING, &c.

Reverend Sir,

J. HERE is no fpecies of compofition which pleafes

me. more, than a good fermon on any moral or

rehgious fubjed:. I read difcourfes of that kind,

not in the expectation of meeting with any thing

new, on topics which have been fo often and fo

fully difcuffed, but in the hope of having my heart

made better ; and when they happen to be writ-

ten with perfpicuity and fpirit, I find them ex-

tremely ufeful in reminding me of my duty, and in

roufing me to the proper difcharge of it. In every

difcourfe which bears the title of a fermon, I ex-

peel to find, either fome do6lrine of religion illuf-

trated, and applied for the confolation of the Ciirif-

tian. or fome duty of life explained, and enforced

by fuitable arguments. When this is not the cafe,

I feel a grievous difappointment. I am not, how-
ever, one of thofe morofe religionifts, who take no
concern in human affairs. Like others, I obferve

what is pafling around me : I take an intdreft in
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the fubjecfl of the day, and fometimes employ ^

leifurehourin reading one ofthofe political pamph-
lets with which at prefent the world abounds.

But I have alfo my hours of meditation, which

I devote to more ferious employments; when I

wifh to place politics at a diftance, and to feaft my
mind with the writings of thofe worthy men, who
have devoted their time and their talents to pro-

mote the interefts of piety and virtue.

Thefe hours, Sir, I hever willingly mifemploy

:

But the blame is not mine, if a political pamphlet

is palmed upon me, in the form of a fermon ; and
this is the very thing of which I am now to com-
plain. In paffing along the ftreet laft day, I faw

in the window of a bookfeller's fhop, a number of

new publications, difplayed in fo inviting a man-
ner, that I was tempted to flep in, and look at

them. Among the reft, 1 was happv to crbferve a

fermon of yours, having often heard you fpoken of

as a Clergyman of diftinguifhed charadler; the

text was a ftriking one—Revelations xxi. 5.
*' And he thatfat on the Ihronefiiid, Behold I make
" all things newT I was anxious to have the paf-

fage explained to me; and as I v/as juft going home
to fpend an hour in ferious m.editation, I thought

I had found a treafure in this difcourfe. Accord-
ingly I purchafed it of the bookfeiler, and carried

it with me to my clofet. Before I began to read

it, however, I did what I ufually do on fuch occa-

iions, I opened ray Bible and read the context. I

faw, aroimd the text, feveral paflages with which
I fuppofed it might be connected, and v/hich

I underltood better than the text itfelf. I pro-

mifed myfeif much confoiation, for I imagined
that the whole paftage might refer to the happinefs

of a future ftate, of which the verfe preceding the

text feemed to contain a moft delightful deicrip-

tion.
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tion. Full of this expedtation, I began to perufe

the fermon. As it was delivered at the opening of

a Synod, I was not furprifed that, in your intro-

du*ftion, you fhould be deiirous to imprefs your

Reverend Fathers and Brethren with a juft idea of

your learning, by endeavouring to account for the

ufe of the prefent tenfe, in the expreffion, Behold

I make all things new. I read, with due refpedl for

your grammatical knowledge, the reafon whichyou
allign for this form of conilrudiion, viz. *' that du-
" ration with God is all OTie great permanent prefent,

" or punBumJlans ','^ and, without Hopping to in-

veftigate very clofely the idea exprefled by thefe

words, which I was afraid I fhould not eafily com-
prehend, I hurried forwards to difcover the doc-

trine contained in the text, which I found in the

fecond page, flated in the following manner :

" That the Father qfWifdom and of Truth, himfelf
" hath, by his omnipotent hand, interwoven into the

" frame ofhuman affairs an active energy, which by
" incejfantfucceffive exertions, is prodiiclive ofa con-
" tinual train ofperfective alterations, not overthrow-
" ing or changing fundamental principles, but un~
" folding their tendency, and fulfilling the defign of
*' their appointment, and thereby continually exhibit-

'- ing fuch modifications and regular mutations of
" things, as are, each as it occurs, well entitled to be
*' called newT

I confefs I was a little humbled, to find that the

meaning of this pafTage was to be fo extremely dif-

ferent, from that v.'hich I had haftily affixed to

it \ and my humiliation was greatly increafed, v/hen,

on reflediion, I began to perceive, not only that I

had mifunderftcod the meaning of the paltage, but

that I was not likely ever to underftand it, feeing

the very interpretation of it was more above my
com-
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comprehenfion, than the text itfelf, at firfl fight,

appeared to be.

As I am a man of fome perfeverance, however,
and not eafily overcome by difficulties, I deter-

mined to make a vigorous effort in order to get at

the truth. Having had a grammar fchool educa-
tion in my youth (for my father intended n^e for

better things, till unfortunately his circumfiances

failed), I availed myfelf of the little of my Latin

which I ilill remembered ; 1 examined the words
as they lay in their order, and pafling fuch of them,
as I thought might be fpared, I began at laft to

perceive that the doctrine of the text was this,

That God hath inter^wove?! in human affairs a
principle of improvement.

1 now proceeded, hoping that no more difficul-

ties would occur, and trufting that the ufeful in-

llruftion I fhould receive, would reward me for

the trouble I had taken. I got at length to the

end of the fermon. But alas! my hour for medita-

tion had pafied, and my heart v:as not made bet-

ter. How, indeed, could it be made better ? for

1 had been reading all this time of the arts liberal

and mechanical, ofpoets, painters, mvjicians, fiatu-

aries—of the art ofthe hnfl>andman, ofthe navigator^

of the manvfaclvrcr, and the inflruments they have

employed—of the origin of the various Governments

that have appeared on the earth,few, ifany ofwhich

you tell m.e, have been conflituted m a rational and
deliberate manner—offecrets i?t mamfaciories, ofm.o-

nopoUes in trade, and eyiclufive privileges in boroughs

—of religious eflahlifhmenis, confidered as unfavour-

able to the progrefs of vmpruvement, and a variety of

other fubjects, equally foreign to the j^vjrpofe for

Vvhich I ever go to Church, and for which, at

this time, I carried a fermon v.-ith me into my
ilofet.

It
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..It is true, indeed, there is one part of the fer-

^ mon, in which you devote a few fetences to trace

the progrefs of rehgion, fi-om the call of Abraham

to the prefent time, and you do acknowledge in

pafiing, that the progrefs of Grace hi the heart of the

individual, is not lefs interejllng than the progrefs of

the Church at large. In this remark 1 molt cor-

dially agree with you. I will even venture to lay,

that, to me at leall, the progrefs of Grace in the

heart is not lefs interefling, than the progrefs of

Arts and Governments ; and I could not help re-

gretting, that the only fubjedl in your ferraon on

which 1 wifhed to dwell, was difmified as foon as

mentioned. This is not the way in which our

Fathers treated- fuch fubjeds ; but it feems there is

?i progrefs of improvement going en.

You introduce the fame fubjed again, indeed,

towards the end of the difcourfe, v. here you alk

this important quellion, " And hath not the progrefs
**

qfGrace in the heart of th£ individual much oppofiimt

*' to cwdend with /" Yes, Sir, it hath. When I

came to this pafiage, I was all attention, hoping

that you vvculd nov/ explain to me the nature of

this oppolition, and point out the m.eans of over-

coming it, which I am fure you could have done
much to my fatisfadion and improvement. But
after barely Hating the fadt, in two or three figu-

rative expieffions, and affuring us, in general terms,

that Grace will prevail, you difmiis the fubjedl

^gain, I fuppofe becaufe your time would not now
permit you to difcufs it at greater length. 1 am,
truly forry, Sir, that this Ihould have been the
cafe ; efpecially, as in that part of your fermon on
which you have chofen to enlarge, there are a va-
riety of hints fuggeiled, which, I think, might have
been fpared, and of wliich, at firft light, I could
perceive the pradlical application.

In
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In the head on Government, for inftance, you
tell us, that " it is a provoking truths that the people
" havenever hitherto been able to gain anythingto the
** Jide cf public liberty^ without recourfe being had to

" openforce^ or to threatenings of itP In this, how-
ever, I fufpecl you are miftaken. In the Student's

Pocket Dictionary, a ufeful little book, I fee, un-
der the article Acl:s of Parhament, a great number
of excellent laws for improving the public hberty,

which were carried in the ufual way through the

two Houfes of Parliament, and fanclioned by the

King's confent, without recourfe being had to

open force ; and on the day of thankfgiving for

the King's recovery, I remember my heart was
filled with the warmeft gratitude to God, when we
were told by our minifter, a pious, peaceable, and
learned man, that in the year 1761 an adt was
paffed (of which our prefent Sovereign himfelfwas
a zealous promoter) for fecuring our hberties and
properties againft opprellion, by rendering our

judges independent on the Crown. Though I

could neither fufpedt the information nor the vera-

city of our minifter, yet, v/hen I came home from
church, I inquired irU:o the faft, and I offered up
a new thankfgiving to Heaven, u^hen I found that

it was exactly as he had ftated it. This, Sir, was
applying politics to the bulinefs of the day.

You remind us next of that proud ara, In the

Hiftory of our Country, when the ufeful bubble of
opinion was broken, when things were reduced to their

Jirfi principles, when thegreat body ofthe people were
roufed and agitated, and when thofe whojhould have
yielded with a good grace, were compelled byforce,

or intimidated byfear, to comply with jujtice. The
great body of the people, you tell us in another

place, are thofe whofe ejlate conffls chiefly in their

capacity of bodily l-abour, who thus carry the mofi

valuable
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valuable part ofwhat is theirs about with them, mid
ivbo, therefore, would r'lfk hut little, were eve?i the

^mofl dangerous crifis of the refifled fpirit of improve-

ment to occur. To what doth all this tend ? Shall

a Chiifiiian eflimate his obligations to peace, only

by the riik which he has to run, when the bands

of Society are broken ?

I, Sir, am one of the perfons to whom this de-

fcription applies. Though originally intended for

a learned profeflion, I was obliged (by the caufe I

have already mentioned) to betake myfelf in very

early life to another employment ; my family

(though, I thank God, 1 can maintain them in a

very comfortable manner) depend entirely on my
labour. I have no eftate ; I have no money in

any of the banks ; / thus carry the ??iofi valuable

part of what is mine about with me., and, except my
own life, and that of my wife and children, I have
nothing to ri/k, though the mojl dangerous crifisfhould

occur. But even this is not a little. My life is

valuable to my family ; their lives are valuable to

me ; and public peace is valuable to us all ; that

we may be permitted (as hath^ hitherto been the

cafe), to fweeten one another's exiftence, while we
eat our morfel together, in a dwelling protefted by
Law. We are not afraid to die, but we wilh to

die in our beds. If it fhall be my lot to die iirft,

let it not be by the hands of an aifaffin, but let

me have my wife and my children around me, that

I may give them my advice and my bleffing, and
then alk them to clofe my eyes.

I have no property of my own, Sir, to lofe ; but
I will not, on that account, be the more ready to

difturb the order of Society. I am fenlible that I

have many failings, but I truft I have the heart of

a Chriftian ; and my Bible tells me, that it is my
duty " to do unto others as I wilh that they fliould
^' do unto me." I am far from envying the rich the

B property
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property which their fathers have left them, or

which their own induftry hath procured. 1 refpccl

the property of my neighbours, as much as I could
my own ; and I fliall regret it as fincerely as the

mofl profperous of them all, if that crilis fliall ever

occur in which their property fliail be expofed to

danger. I am not rich, Mr. Dun; but I am neither

a thief nor a robber.

Again, Sir, let me afk you, when did that proud
aera occur, when the bubble of opinion was broken^

and when things were reduced to theirfirjlprinciples?

You fpeak of the time when the Great Charter of

Englifh Liberty was ligned : But my Dictionary

iaforms me, that this Charter v>as procured from
King John, in confequence of a powerful afiacia-

tion among the Barons. You fpeak of the period

of the Revolution ; but m.y Diclionary fhews me
clearly, that at the Revolution things Vvcrs not re-

duced to their firil principles. No, Sir, as far as

my information reaches, this hath never been the

cafe in any country on the face of the earth, ex-

cept lately in the kingdom of France, where,

within the fpace of four years, things have been
twice reduced to their -firfc principles. In tliis

Itate they ilill continue, and how long they may
remain in this iituation, neither you nor I can

form any conjecture. This, furely, is not that re-

novation of all things to \\hich your text alludes.

On the icth of Auguit lait, the great body of the
people were roufed and agitated. It was a proud
ara. The condemnation of Fayette, the chief

deliverer of his country, was a proud ara. The
murder of Barnave, the orator of the people, Vv'as a

proud (Era. The beheading of Madam Lamballe,

the formal prefentment of her head to the Q^ieen,

the expoiing her mangled body on the Itreets, was
2iproud (zra. The malTacre of the wretched pri-

ibners and tlie defencelefs prielts, vras a proud a:ra.

The motion for arming twelve hundred aflaflins,

and
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and the filence of the National AlTembly on the

occafion, was 2l proud cera : but fiicli an (zra as this

may my country never fee I

No man rejoiced more iincerely than I did, at

the opening of the French Revolution. It was a

fpedaclc which mull have delighted every bene-
volent heart, to fee a fociety, conlifting of four and
twenty millions ofmen, about to be dehvered from
a moll oppreffive and tyrannical Government,
without the effufion of blood. But who can help

regretting, that by reducing things to their firjl prin-

ciples, they fhould have loft the faireft opportunity

that ever was prefented to a nation, of rendering

themfelves free, and great, and happy. Still, how-
ever I wifh them well, and. long for the day,

though it feems diftant, when they fliall recover

from their prefent confuiions. Thefe confuiions

I confider as a warning, not an example to us ; for

I cannot refped: the juftice of a Government, which
hath fufFered fuch crimes as thofe I have men-
tioned to pafs unpunilhed, nor can I admire the

mildnefs or the dignity of their Convention, how-
ever freely elected, when I fee them dividing their

attention equally between what is atrocious, and
what is frivolous ; at one time fending forth an
army to lay wafte a kingdom, and, at another, or-

dering a new coat for Jean Baptifte.

Let me alk you once more. Sir, what kind of
opinions are thofe, Vv^hich you diftinguifli by the

n^xnt o^ ufefid bubbles P In fpeaking on a fubjecl:

like this, and particularly before a popular aft'em-

bly, it is furely proper to be precife, left the au-
dience, mifunderftanding the dodrine, fliould carry

it farther in practice, than the preacher intends.

This precaution is peculiarly necefTary, at a time
when ^o miany new doctrines, with regard to reli-

gion and government are in circulation.

When you tell me, then, that there are opinions
of the kind vou mention, vou ought certuinlv to

B 2
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tell me alfo, what tbefe opinions are. Many doc^
trines which our fathers held facred, are now re-

garded as bubbles. Among the French, for ex-

ample, religion of every kind feems to be confi-

dered as a bubble^ to which they will hardly apply

the epithet ufeful; and were you at prefent living

in that Land of Freedom, I am not fure if it would
be fafe for you to pronounce the A^ery words of

your text, becaufe it is introduced by this expref-

iion, And he thatfat on the Throne /aid. In France
the inftitution of the Sabbath is confidered as a

bubble; and when I read weekly in the newfpapers

of the meetings of the National Convention on
that facred day, which in every Chriihan country

is fet apart to commemorate our Saviour's Refur-

reclion from the dead, I feel a religious horror ri-

ling within me—a horror which is much increafed,

when i confider the nature of the buiinefs in which
they are generally engaged.

Thefe lafl obfervations, however, have no infe-

parable connection with any thing that you have

faid. 1 believe you to be a man of Uriel piety and
virtue, and I truft that nothing is farther from

your intention, than tojuftify any of the doclrines

to which 1 now allude. Indeed, to do you jultice,

you have not once mentioned the aflairs of France.

Your doclrine is altogether of the general kind. I

only ftate thefe remarks, as a part of the train of

thought, which was fuggefled to my mind by the

perufal of your fermon ; and I do fo, not fo much
on your own account, as for the fake of fome of

your readers who might be led, inadvertently, to

apply your general dodrine to cafes which, i am
fure, you could not have in your view.

I come now to the conclufion of your fermon^

in which you addrefs yourfelfmore immediately to

the great body of the people, among whom I take

my place, that from ycu 1 may learn my duty as

a Chrif-
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a Chriilian. I have your fermon in my hand juft

now, that I may read this palTage a fecond time,

for it feemed to contain fomething to my pur-

pofe.

You tell us, that we are hlejl with the Reli-

gion of Chri/i, and heirs of the happiefi civil

<:onflitution in Europe. For thefe valuable blef-

iings, it fhall be my ftudy to cherifh ,the warmeft

gratitude to Heaven. You exhort me, " to love

" God^ to honour the King^ to venerate the Conflitii-

" tion, and to maintain the laws of my country^'' by
which you mean, no doubt, that I fliould obey

them. Now, I find that you and I are likely to

be at one. Thefe are excellent advices ; I feel my
obligation to comply with them.

What follows ? Speaking of our laws and go-
vernment, you fay, " Add what is wanting^ rege-
" nerate what is decayed, correal what is amifs^""

Here I am a little puzzled. I am fuie I wiili-

well to my country; but this, I am afraid, is not
proper work for me. Before I can comply v/itii

your admonition, I mull muke it my ftudy to

know exadlly what is 'wanting, what is decayed,

what is amifs? To touch fuch a Conftitution as

ours, requires a very tender hand, for you told me,
juft now, that it is the happiefi conflitution in Europe,

and I fhould never forgive myfelf, if by proceed-
ing ralhly or ignorantly, I fhould injure fo glorious

a fabric.

As this part of your fermor was addrelTed to

fuch people as myfelf, who am far from being

deeply fivilled in the pradlice of politics, I really

wilh, Sir, that you had hzf:). more particular in

telling us what our duty is. I find, that nov/-a-

days, men differ exceedingly in their opinions

with regard to what is amifs in our Govern-
ment. Some people tell us, that it is all wrong
together, owing to its not having be?n conflituted in

a rational
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a rational and deliberate manner ; a fentimcnt very
different, indeed, from that which you exprefs at

the top of this page. But for my part I can never
agree with fuch people, for I feel myfelf as fecure

and happy, as it is poffible for any Governmient to

make me. My life is defended from violence
;

the path of indufiry is as open to me as to the

greuteft man in the Hate ; the fruits of my induf-

try are my ov/n; and no perfon, from the King
on the throne to the meanefl of the people, hath
power to opprefs or injure me. What more can
any Government do for me ? 1 have taxes, indeed,

to pay; but I coniider them as the price of my
fecurity, and I pay them without a grudge. Be-
fides, they are impofed in fo equitable a manner,
that they fall on the various clafies of the fub jedts,

exactly in proportion to their wealth. 1 pay more
of them, juft nov/, than I did fome years ago, be-

caufe, from, the increafing price of my labour, I

can afibrd to enjoy more of thofe conveniencies

of life on which the taxes are laid, than I could

then do ; and he that has twice my income pays

tvvice as much to the Hate.

I know that in every country, Government muft
be fupported ; and there is no kind of work, which,

I think, ought to be better paid for, than the

work of thofe, who withdraw^ themfelves from
other employm.ents, in order to devote themfelves

to the public fervice. In a flourifhing country

like ours, this is peculiary necelTary, and I confefs
'

I fliould not like to fee, that (while every perfon"

around them was rich) the fervants of the ftate

alone were poor. Bad payment, had fervice, is a

maxim v, hich every trader underliands. I am far

from pretending to juftify any unneceflary expen-
diture of the public money ; but ftations of public

trull ought, lurely, to be hlled by men of diifin-

guiihcd abilities ; and in order to fecure this, the

proiits of thcfe (lations ought to be fuch, that men
G of
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cf abilities may afpire after them. The greater part

of om- taxes, however, arife not irom the annual

expences of Government, but from the public

debt, in which the nation has been involved, by-

wars and other events, which, I truft in God, will

feldom occur again : and this I conlider as a debt

of juftice to thofe who have lent their m,oney to the

Hate ; as much a d<;bt qfju/tic'e, as any of the little

fums which my employers owe to nie.

That part of the taxeswhich goes to fupport the

dignity of the Crov/n, I am ikr rrom regarding

as miiapplied. The gifts of freemen ought to be

worthy of themfelves ; and it' is proper that our

liberality fhould give a leiTon to thofe arbitrary

princes who impoverifh their fubjecls by oppref-

lion, and convince them, that the Sovereign can
then only be happy, when the pubHc purfe is in

the power of the people. I confefs. Sir, i feel a

pride in being a fubject of tlie Britilh Government,
and 1 think it is an lionelt pride. 1 am pleafed to

fee our King furrounded with a degree of fplen-

dour, fuited to the eminence of his ilation ; and I

conlider him as the greateii fovereign in Europe,
becaufe he is the Sovereign of a Nation of Free-

men, who enjoy, under Ins reign, a degree of pro-

fperity and happinefs, unknov/n before, even in

Britain.

I need only to look around me, in order to be
convinced that this is the cafe. My neighbours
are all tiourilliing and wealthy. The price cf their

labour has increafed of late, much more than in

proportion to the taxes. They are becoming-
richer every day, and it is impoinble to fay to

what an extent our condition may be improved,
if we will be perfuaded to reit fatisiied witli our fi-

tuation, to apply ourfelves diligently to our dif-

terent occupations, and to avail ourfelves of the

important advantages v/hich at prefent v;z enjoy.

Thefe, Sir, are the reafons why I cannot agi-ee

With
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with thofe who are diffatisfied with the Govern-
ment under which we hve. I judge of govern-
ments, not as they do in France, by any abftradl

notions of perfection, but by the effects which they

actually produce ; and from the effects which cur
Government has produced for m.ore than an hun-
dred years, you and I are juftified, I think, in

maintaining, that it is the happifi civil Conjiitiition

in Europe.

No human fyftem., indeed, is abfokitely free

from imperfection ; and you feem to infinuate,

that our Government aho has its defeds. If it be
a reform in the Parhamentary Reprefentation, to

which ycu exhort me to coninbute, 1 have no
cbjecftion, for my part, that tliis, or any other re-

form, fliould take place, when the wifdom of Par-

liament fliall fee it proper. In the mean time,

however, as I fuffer no oppreffion, or inconveni-

ence from the prefent ftate of affairs, I will not

eaiily be perfuaded to neglect what I owe to my
family, in order to promote the fchem.es. I con-

fefs I have fuffered myfelf to be too much led

away of late by the example of others. I have

ipent too much of my time in reading political

pamphlets, cmd attending Societies for promoting
Reform. 1 am determined to do fo no longer. I

fee that the fentiments of my neighbours are ex-

tremely difcordant on the fubject, and I wifh to

live in peace with them all. If a Reform fhall be
brought about, it is well ; I know it cannot make
me a happier man than I am, and I hope it will

do me no harm. Our Legijlators, whofe temper,

ycu affure me, is fo * equitable, underltand thefe

matters much better than I do, and in them I Ihall

continue to confide.

There is one word in this fentence, on which I

beg leave to make a remark n pafnng. It is the

word

* Sermon, page i5
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\\'ord regenerate, which you here employ in a fenfe

not very ufual, I think, in the pulpit. 1 know that

in France, where politics have iwallowed up reli-

gion, the term regeneration is ufed to denote what
you exprefs more happily by reducing things to

their firjl principles. But in this country it has

generally been employed to denote a religious idea,

and in this fenfe I always wifli to fee it uied, when
I meet with it in a fermon.

1 come now to the lalt fentence of your fermon.

I always lillen with peculiar attention to a fpeak-

er's lail words, becaufe I am told in a Httle book
on Logic which my father left me, " that it is an
" eftablifhed rule in oratory, to referv^e for the cor-
*' clufion of the oration, the fentiment which the
** fpeaker is moil anxious to imprefs on the minds
" of his hearers." Let us hearken, then, to your lall

zClw'icg—Contribute your part to make all Europe

fenjible, that the profligate opinion is no longer to be

received, that the people are madefor the prince, and
not the prince by and for the people, that nations are

no longer to be facrificed to the vanity ofprinces, and
to the rapacity ofthofe about them.

Here, Sir, I am again at a lofs. I wifh to do.

my duty, but you have not told me how to dif-

charge it. How fhall 1 contribute to Ihew, that

the people v;ere not made for the prince ?—Not
furely by invading the prerogatives of our own
King, whom you have exhorted me to honour-,

wh'j, you fay with truth, ^delights to be the Father of
his People, and whofe prerogatives are already fixed

and limited by law. Belides, to whom ihali I

fnew this ! The doctrine which you require me to

refute, is, indeed, a moll profligate one; but for

more than an hundred years, it hath been pubhcly
exploded in Britain ; and 1 can fee little good that

G is

* Sermon, page i6 =
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is to be dcme, by going about to combat a doc-*

trine which nobody maintains. Find me a man,
however, who will aiTeit that the people are made
for the prince, and I fliall comply with your ad-

vice, by telling that man to his face, that he main-

tains a mod profligate opinion ; and I am fure that

our gracious Sovereign will think me a good fub-

je6l for faying fo.

Princes were made for the people ; not, indeed,

as is the cafe in France, to be treated Vv'ith that in-

juitice and cruelty, from which the laws of our

happy land would proted: the meaneft criminal

;

but to be honoured and obeyed by thofe over

whom they rule in v/ifdom, as the minijters of God
unto themfor good. This is my dodtrine with re-

gard to Government, which (if 1 may judge from
fome expreffions fcattered rarely throughout your'

fermon) accords exactly with your own. It has

been well underftood in this counlry lince the glo-

rious cEra of the Revolution. Where then am I

to preach it? You fay, that I muft contribute my
fhare to make all Lurope fenjible of it. This is a

hard faying. But Dy what authority fliall 1 af-

fume the title of an apoftle for Europe ? or why
fhould I leave my family to fet out on fuch an er-

rand as this? Will it be fufficient for me to tell

Europe, that 1 am fent by you ? In what kingdom
fhall I begin my labours ? Shall 1 goto France?
There is no need for m.y ferv'ices in France ; the
French have already fhewn, that the people are

the tyrants of kings. Shall I go to Spain or Por-
tugal ? You furely do not mean to coniign a poor
harmlefs man to the prilon of the inquilition. Be-
fides, I neither undeiiland the languages of thefe

countries, nor do my circumftances enable me to

undertake fo diftant a milfion.

The fubjecls which you introduce into your fer-

mon fometimes make me forget, that it has for

its
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its motto a palTage of Scripture. But though i

can Imile at an extravagant advice, I wifh to be

ferious aUb on proper occaiions : and now, Sir, I

tell you in earncft, that 1 will not comply with your
requeil.

I have other bufmefs to occupy my attention.

I have a family, who are dear to me, to provide

for; and being a man engaged in trade, I have it

in my power to do more for them, at prefent, thaF.

in any former period of my life. The confufions

which prevail in the Continent have interrupted

the induftry of fome nations which formerly were

rivals to us. How long this ftate of aifairs may
laft, I know not; but, in the mean time, there is a

greater demand for the different articles m our line

than we are able to anfwer. This is a harvcfl to

me, which I am determined to improve. £urope
}S too large a fphere for any exertions which I earn

make; Glafgow is wide enaugh for me. I am
extremely doubtful whether my country would
be benefited by my takmg part in thofe political

fadtions which at prefen L prevail; but I am fure

that my family will be much the better for my
induilry in my own employment; and if, amidit

the labours which I devote to them, I referve a

due portion ofmy time, for difchargmg my duty to

my God and my brethren around me, 1 lliali then

have the iatisfaclion to think that I am adiing as it

becomes a Chrillian.

It has ever been my rule. Sir, to confult my
Bible, more than the works of men; and 1 vviii en-

deavour, to the utm.ofl of my power, to live as it

directs. Yes, Mr. Dun, I will hve as my Bible di~

reels me ;
" / wi/IJludy to be quiet, and to do my

" Q-wn bujl'iefs ; I will not exercife myfelfin great mat-
*' ters, or in tbinps thit are too highfor me^'' 1 v. ill

imitate the virtues of my mailer, " who was meek
*' and lowly in hearty who did not Jirive, nor lift up,

C 2 nor



( ^^ )

" nor caufe his voice to be heard in the^flreets.''* lil

compliance with the admonition of the Apoftle, i

will " render unto all their dues ; tribute toivhom. tri-

*' bute is due, cvjlom to whom cvjlom^ f' T'~ At whom
" fear, honour to whom honour '^'' and v hatever

others do, I will not ceafe to •'
offer up continually,

*' fiipplications , and pr'/yers, and intercfflons, and
" thankfgivingsfor all men,for Kings, anafor all that
" are in authority, that we may lead a quiet and
" peaceable life, in all godlinefs and honefly,for thefe

" things^'' the Scriptures affure me, " are good and
" acceptable in the fight of God our Saviour^

Thefe, Sir, are my fixed refolutions ; and while

I follow fuch high authorities, I have no fear of
being milled. This, I am perfuaded, is the very

conduct, which, in the ordinary train of your dif-

courfes, you exhort your hearers to purfue. My rea-

fon for addreffing you at prefent, is, in thefirflplace

^

to prevent your doctrine (which, I muft fay, you
have fometimes exprefled in language that is rather

unguarded) from being applied by a carelefs rea-

der to purpofes which you could not mean it to

ferve; and, in the fecond place, to exprefs my re-

gret, that you Ihould have fuffered yourfelf, even

for once, to be feduced from that line of ufeful

preaching, in which I hear you excel, into the

thorny path of politics.

You know your duty too well, for me to offer

you an advice ; but you wiU not furely be offend-

ed, though I fhould venture to addiefs to yourfelf

thofe excellent admonitions, which you offer to

your Fathers and Brethren—admonitions which,

in my opinion, are worth all the reft ofyour fermon:
" Ever inculcate the divinity ofChrifl, the importance
" of his mediatory office, and the neceffity ofjaith in

*' him, in order to jujlification before God. Ever
" affirm, that they who have believed, mufl have the

" fpirit ofChriji in them, and beformedy in the temper

(J-
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*' of their viind^ on his example ; prefs a filial ohe"
*' dience to his precepts, andihe maintaining ofa cha-
" raciery marked with that purity, piety, and rlghte-

" OTifnefs which hecomes the Gofhelofjefusr
Preach on thefe fubjecls, Sir, and print every

fermon which you preach. I will purchafe them
with the little that I can ipare, and read them
with dehght.

I am tar, Sir, from grudging you that iinufual

mark of approbation which yoa received from
your parifnioners on account of this fernion, in an
advertifement which I read, fome time ago, in a

newfpaper. Long may you enjoy their efteem and
aifeclion. I only regret, that they fhould have

delayed fo long to give this public teitimony in

your favour; for I am perfuaded, from what I have

heard, that not a Sabbath hath paiTed iince your
lettlement among them, oil which you have not

delivered to them inflructions, much more calcu-

lated to promote their fpiritual improvement, and
confequently much more v/orthy of their gratitude,

than thofe which this ferm.on contains.

You will wiih, perhaps, to know how I think

this fermon fliould be difpofed o^. I am far from
coniidering it in the light of a feditious publica-

tion ; on the contrary, in one or two places you
exprefs a very becoming refpedl for our King, for

our Lcgiflators, and for our Conftitution. I ima-

gine its chiefaim is to promote a E.eform in our Par-

liamentary Reprefentation ; at leall (ifI may judge

from the advertii'ement formerly mentioned) your
parifnioners, wholhould underftand your meaning,

feem to have conlidercd it in this vieu^ On this

fabjecl, Sir, you are certainly entitled to hold

your own opinion, and I have no delire that

it lliould be fupprclTed. But your text w^ill afford

good ground for a difcourfe on another plan, more
iuited, perhaps, to the piUpit-—and what I would
advife.is this

:

I Throw
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'Throw your fermon into the form of a pamph-
let ; exprefs yourfelf a httle more precifely with
refpeCl to the object which you have in view. Let
fome of the paflages which I have mentioned, he

guarded in fuch a manner, that they may neither

be mifunderftood by the carelefs, nor perverted

by the defigning, to purpofes which you mean
not to ferve; and, if you wiili that the pamphlet
fhould have a motto, you will eafily find one in

fome of the heathen poets, with which you muft
be better acquainted than I can be expected to be.

My education in the Latin language proceeded no
further than to enable me to read Ovid, which I

could once do with tolerable eafe. I (till remem-
ber a few lines of the Metamorpholis, which my
mafter made me get by heart ; and I think I can
fuggell a paffage which will fuit your fubject pretty

well. It is the very firfl hne of the firi\ book of

the Metamorpholis-—

In nova fert animus mutatas dicere formas

Corpora

By corpora you can eafily flievi^, that the Poet
means bodies ^vZ/Vzc; -^ind. formas will correlpond

admirably to the character you give of all the

governments that have hitherto appeared in the

vjox\CL,few, ij any ofu;hich, you lay, have been con-

Jl'Uutecl in a deliberate and rational manner, and
which, therefore, may be confidered, as mere
bubbles

,

phantoms, Cixfor?ns, playing before the fan-

cies of men.
Indeed, the whole firft fedlion of this Book,

which relates to the creation, might afford a happy
illuftration of the dodtrine of reducing things to

their Jirjt principles ; for as the world arofe out of

chaos, fo it might eafily be fliewn, that the truei

fyftem of focial order can arife only out of anar-

chy and confulion. Though I am far f om ap-

proving
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proving of fuch dodrine, I have no objedlion that

poUticLil eiTays fhould be founded on fuch paflages

as thefe ; but I do molt lincerely Vvdfli to fee poli-

tics banifhed from the pulpit. Political fermons
are attended with many bad effecls. They lead

almoft unavoidably to the perveriion of the fa-

cred fcriptures ; they degrade the dignity of reli-

gion, by connefting it with the fadion of the day,

and turn the attention of the people, from fubjedts

which might improve their hearts, to fubjeds

v.'hich can ferve only to inflame their paffions ; to

me, at leaft, it appears tliat the little portion of
time which the lower clalTes of men can fpare,

from their neceflary labour, and their neceffary

reft, would be much better employed in commun-
ing with their own hearts, and confulting the

word of God, v/hich would form them to content-

ment and peace, than in debating on political

fubjecls, or poreing over political treatiles, many of
which ferve only to beget in them a groundefs dif-

fatisfaftion with their condition, and to prepare

them for " e'uery evilworky Wehavefeenin France
that politics have banillied every form of religion,

and that the frantic Jongs of what is termed Li-

berty, have been fubftituted for the Praifes ofGod.

God forbid I that this fhould ever be the cafe in

our land. The inhabitants of Great Britain have
iiitherto been diftmguilhed among the nations, as

a religious people. 1 truft that this will ever be
their character. Their little libraries are filled, as

yet, v/ith books of piety and devotion, with the

writings of Watts and Henry, and other worthy
men. But, 1 confefs, 1 have been alarmed, of late,

to fee fome of them purchafing with fuch avidity,

the political pamphlets whicii are circulated, I

think, with too much zeal ; and I was fhocked
the other day, when one of my neighbours in-

fonned me, that he had fold that valuable treatife

" ThQ
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" The Life of Gotl in the Soul of Man," in order

to purchafe the works of Paine.

What fiiall the end of thefe things be I

I am, Pvcverend Sir,

Your well-wilher, and humble fer\'ant,

ADAM WHYTE.

POSTSCRIPT.
Before I fent tliis letter to the Printe?, I fne^ved it to my

"T orthy neighbour the Schoolmafter, that he might correck

and pulIPii the ft) le. I was happy to find, that in general he

approved of whttt 1 had written. He regretted, however, that

in conuderinrj one part oi your fermon, 1 had not given a lill

of Ibme very important laws that have been paficd, for im-

proving our public liberty, wiibout recourje beiug had to cpeii

yorce^ or to threaientngs of it.

He offered me his all'iilance in making up fuch a Izfl, of

^hich I gladly accepted ; and by the help of my Pocket Dic-

tionary, and his memory, which is a good one, 1 now preient

you with the following catalogue of Atts of Parliament :

An Aft for vacating the Seat of every Member of Parlia^

meut who Ihall accept of a Place, and fending him back to

his Conllituents.

An Aft for limiting the Sum which the King is allowed to

give in Penfions.

The abolilhing a great number of offices, which were con-

fidered as unncccffary, i7z. the Board of Green Cloth, the

Lords of Trade, the Lords of Police in Scotland, &.c.

The prohibiting Contraftors to fit in Parliament.

The depriving all Officers of the Culloms or Excife, of the

Power of voting at Eleftions.

The Aft lately paffed fur extending the Power of Juries in

Trials for Libels.

There are a variety of other important laws which have

keen paffed from time to time fince the Revolution •, but thefe

are fufficlent to fliew, that our Parliament is far from being

inattentive to the iutereits of the people, and that thofeperfons

are millaken, who fay, " that the pecf/e have never hitherto

" been able to gain any thing to thejide of public liberty, ivith'

** out rccourfc being had to open force^ or to threatnings of It.'''*

A. W.










