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LETTER
TO THE

People of England.

LETTER IIL

WITHOUT entering into a long

Difquifition concerning the Requi-

lites which are neceflary to confti-

tute the Idea of Liberty in every State, or

afcertaining what kind of Government is, in

the Nature of it's Conformation, the beft

adapted for fuftaining it when once efta-

blifhed ; may it not with Truth be faid, that

whenever Ineqaity in Laws, and Inequahty

in diftributive Jaftice are found amongft a

People, that then the Exertion and Enjoy-

ment of true Freedom do not perfectly cxifl

in that State.

That
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That Liberty necefTarily belongs to no,

one Form of Government, may be fairly

inferred from the Opinions and Prudice of

all Antiquity, and in particular fom the

Sentiments and Behaviour of the two mofl:

illuftrious Nations of the Woild, the Athe^

nians and Romans.

During the Reign of Tthefeus their great

legiflative King, and in many others which

fucceeded his, and under the Archons^ the

Athenians confidered themfelves a Free Peo-

ple, becaufe they were governed by equita-

ble Statutes. Even Pijijiratus, vjho fraudu-

lently ufurped an abfolute Power over his

Fellow-Countrymen, was lefs oppofed by

the People than by his Competitors for Do-
minion, and died at laft upon the Throne of

Athens,

The Reafon of this feems evident; he

ruled according to the Laws of Equity and

Solon, Had his SuccefTors accompanied their

Reigns with equal Judgment, and the fame

juft Difpofition, the Grecians had not com-

plained of violated Freedom, and expelled

them from their City.

Breach
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Breach of Juftice, and Contempt ofLaws,

proveii their Bane and Demolition 5 and not

theif being Monarchs.

The next Innovation in the Athenian

State, wa? the A iftocratic Government, con-

fifting of Four Hundred Men ; thefe, undef

the Pretext of appealing to their Conftituents,

oblerving the Laws, and preferving the Con-

flituiion of the State, perverted the Intention

of the firft, anH fubverted the Foundations of

the latter ; till, becoming obnoxious to a

People ever jealous of their Liberty and

fenfible of Injury, they were banifhed by

the Re-call of Alcibiades^ and the Valour of

their enraged Countrymen. After this, Li-

berty, and the old Form of Government, re«

turned to Athens,

No long Space intervened till ambitious

Views and popular C mmotions created new
Dirturbances in the State. At this time the

Athenians, to re-infta c the confufed Condi-

tion of their Affairs, chofe from amongft

their- Fellow-Ciiz-ns thirty Men, to colIe6t

and compile a Body of Laws, the moft pro-

mifing and probable to re-eftablifh the brokert

Police
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Police of the City, coiredt the DifTjlutlon of

Manners in the Citizens, reftore it to it's

ancient Glory, aiui to be the ftanding Rules

of future Government.

;
To this Oligarchy the fole Direction of

the State, and jupreme Authority was en-

trufled. Thefe, in the Beginning, proceed-

ing with great Appearance of Juftice, and

forming falutary Laws, were cheerfully obey-

ed by the People ; *till the Luft of Power

devouring the Love of EquaHty, they infti-

tuted Statutes oppreffive of their Fellow- Citi-

zens, and held in Contempt thofe which

they had already pafled j when being let looie

to all the Outrage of defpotic Infoltnce, per-

petrating the moft atrocious and tyrannic

Jnfuas on Liberty and the Conftimtion, in-

ftigated thereto by a Subfidiaiv Aimy of

LacedcemonianSy they became the Deteltaiion

of every unpurchafed Athenian,

At this Time the Virtue of 'Thrafybulus^

and Seventy more only, who difdained to be

jdtheniam and be Slaves, refcued their native

Land from the opprobrious Chains of .Oli-

garchic Tyranny : The Tyrants were igno-

minioully expelled the City, driven to that

Land



[9]
Land from whence they had hired the en-

Having Mercenaries, and their Laws pub-

lickly abolifhed. In this manner Liberty and

Jullice returned once more to Athens,

Hence let it be remembered what Succefs

attends the Virue of a Few tired with their

Country's Caufr ; and what Fa'ahty awaits

thofe who attempt defpotic SA'ay, and ihe

Ruin of their native Land by Foreign Hue-
lings.

In this State of Freedom the Atheniatt^

perfevered for fome time, *till growing info-

lent by Wealth they dtfpifed the Religion,

fevere Virtue, and whojefome Law? of their

Anceftors
J when drowned in Luxny. Effe-

minacy, and Sports, neglefling all Military

Attention, con'uming the public Revenue

in Wantonness and P.ofuiion, thronging to

Theatres, and ina tcrntive to their Country's

Welfare; excluding the Wife from all pub-

lic Councils, and indulging Mimics, Buf-

foons, and Parafites, at the Tables of the

Great, they fell at length the eafy Prey of

Philips K-ing of Macedon,

B l^



JN like manner, amongH the Romans, un-

der the vaiious Changes of that Empire, the

Revolutions which p evailed in it, leem ra-

ther to have arifen from the pernicious Ex-
cefs of aifling contrary to the Nature of Li-

berty, than fiom Diiintlination to any one

Form of Government. The Kings, in the

Infancy of Rome, were w^illingly obeyed by

the People, and the regal Power would pro-

bably have continued, if they had not dared

to. Violate the Laws of that Conflitution which

tijey were chofen to protc(ft.

• The Confular and Patrician Power was

never oppolcd, 'till it became oppreffive and

injurious to the Plebeians j 'till the Senators,

defigned the Protedors of Liberty, became

the Oppreifors of the People j hence fprang

the Decemviri^ to curb the Ariftocratic Pow-
er, and inftitute liable Laws for the Diflri-

bution of Juftice, and Prefervation of Li-

berty. Yet, alas ! fuch is the Nature oi Man,
|hefe, grown arrogant by Power, illegally

prolonged the Time for which they had been

chofen for the forming good Lawsj violat-

ing the firft Principles of Juftice, and the

very Intent for which they had been eledled.

At
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At length, the juft Refentment of an Injured

Nation fell upon them ; they were ignomi-

nioufly depofed, and the ancient Form of

Government, and Freedom reftored togecher.

Hence does it not manifeftly appear

from the Hiftory and Tranfadions of tnofe

People, who entertained the jurteil: Senti-

ments on that Subject, that Liberty belongs

not neceilirily either to Monaichy, Au/lo-

cracv, Oligarchy, Democracy, or to a Com-
pofition of thefej that it is not ab( )!iitcly

united to eledive, more than to hereditary

Powers; or confids in being governed by

Law<; but in being obliged to obey no Pow-

er which is arbitrary ; and being ruled by

no Laws, which are not equally ciiitributive

of Juihce and" E |uity ; alike prefervativc of

G eat and Small, the Ruleis Prerogatives,

and Peoples Liberties.

W H A T I mean by Liberty^ is not that

dijfTolute Licentiouinefs, which is conftandy

miftaken for, and aiTened by the Profligate to

be that celertial Attribute, alike the itnpious

Coiiipanion of Tyranny and Anarciiy ; but

fuch as it is defined by the celebrated Author

of Ds I'EJprit des Loix j confuting in a Peo-

B z pic's
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pie's poffefTing a Power of doing all that they

ought to choofe, and in not being con rt rained

to do that which they ought not to choofe.

If then this Definition, and what has

been already laid, bear the facred Seal of

Truth, does it not follow, that whenever

a People a'-e prohibited to bear Arms in

Defence of themfelve?, their Liberties and

Pjoperti(-p; that whenever a Nation is doom-
ed to labou. for Thole who have no legal

Clim ut Merit on it's Inhabitants, who arc

deiiruOitive of the public GjoJ, or for the

Advantage ot foreign Po.enta'.es, independ-

ent of their own : That in whatever Coun-

try thele Conditions have obtained, they mull

be incompatible with the Intereft of a free

people, and totally repugnant to the Defir

nition of Liberty, and that Idea of it ac-

knowledged by Ancients and Moderns ?

Notwithstanding thefe ^en'es are al-

mcft felf-evident Truths, permit me to exa-

jnine, without Heat, and explain, without

Acrimony, whence it is derived that Liberty

and the above Conditions are abfolutely con-

trrididcry and found impoifible to fubfift

tygether«



In attempting thi% I fliall not trace your

Right to Liberty troni Magna Charta, and

the diftant Piadice of yuur Anceftorsj it

will be fu flic ie lit for me to fay, That the

fame LcKifl^itive Ad which eftablifhes the

prefent Illuftrious Family on the Throne,

confirms you in your Liberties ; that Law,
which gives your Sovereign his Crown and

Preroga lives, afligns and fixeb your Rights

and Privileges. The Power of making Peace

and War is not more inherent in the King,

than the being governed by jult Laws be-

longs to the Subjed:.

Should arvy Men audacloufly attempt to

infringe the Royal Authority, and make the

crowned Head dependent on the Ptople's

Will, ought they not to be deemtd as Re-
bels to their Sovereign? In like n dnn> r,

are not all thofe who by any n e.ns would

deprive their Fellow-Subjedts of thei Ri^'hts

by Law eflablifhed. Traitors to ihttn, cheir

Conftitution, and all that is conuiiititd to

their Charge ?cr

If Liberty then be the undifpufed Inhe-

ritance, and peculiar Bleffing ot an Engiijh'



[ 14]
man, has he not a juft Claim to the Right

of defending it ? Or, with what Shadow of

Truth can he be imagined to be free ?

But led the Word Liberty^ conveying no

Idea of an Objed to the Scnfes, may c:eate

fome Puzz'e in comprehending what may be

here /aid, let me place the Wo.d Money in

it's ftead j the Reality of which, and the Idea

adequate to the Term, being thoroughly un-

derftood by all. Let us then imagine a Law
to have been enadled, by which everv Man
in England^ who df)es not pofTeis an Hundred

Pounds a Year m Land, is prohibited from

redding all who have the IncHnation to de-

prive him of his Money. What kind of

Security would he conceive he had for pof-

feffing this Property ? Wuuld not he con-

clude, that his Tenure, depending on the

Good-will and Honelty of all who lurround-

cd him, open to the Inroad of Invaders, was

little worth, and extremely precarious ?

Thus circumftanced, would he not find

himfelf in a worfe Condition in Society than

without J being pi evened from defending

his Property by this Law of Compact 5

whereas it is permitted by that of Nature ?

And thus would not the very E&nct of

' Society
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Society be annihilated, becaufe a Law of fhch

a Kind is deftrudive of the very Ends for

v/hich Societies were originally inftituted,

mutual Prelervation, and Defence of Pro-

perty ? Is not fuch a Law a more flavifli

Iiijiindion than the arbitrary Will of a

Prince, becaufe nnder the Semblance of be-

ing ena(5ted by your Reprefentatives ? Is it

not conlidered as your own Deed, and do

you noc therefo e become the Aflaliins of

your own Freedom ?

Place Liberty for Money ^ and the Ar-

guments are equally coercive. If then Eafe

of Mind be amongft the djftinguifhing Cha-

raderiftics of Frcedoai, in w vat a deplora-

ble Situaiion mult every Man be, who be*

holds this celeltial Donation every Minute

ready to be in:ncbed fiom his Pf^fTeflion, de-

prived of Arms to relcue that Bleffing from

the Hands of tLe Ravilliei ?

Wherefore under whatever DifguKe

Milita.y vVcrtpons may be withheld from

your Hands, though it /bould be under that

important and natural Gmfideration of pre-

fer ving Hares and Partridges -, fince you will

thereby be denied the Power of defending

your
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your Liberties from the Invafinn of all who
may attack them ; can ye any longer be

deemed a free People ?

To aflert a Nation is in fecure PofTeffion

of what it is forbidden to proted, is a Con-

tradition in Terms : And to fay it is free,

diverted of all Power of defending it's Free-

dom, is that ablurd Contradidtion.

Liberty, by the Conftitution of the

Realm, is the Birthright of every E?jglijkman^

and ought to be defended by all. It is not

a Privilege granted to the Peer, and denied

the Commoner ; it is not conceded to the

Merchant, who deals in Thoufands, and

Withheld from him who labours at the Loom
or Plough.

Your Reprefentatives have never been

authorized to difpofe of it, being chofen as

it's Protedors, and not as Traffickers in that

precious Merchandize j to guard, and not to

iDetray, the important Charge of preferving

your Conftitution. Every Law therefore,

which can deprive you of defending that ce-

leflial Right, is it not an Infringement of

your jiift Privilege, and a Violation of the

(gonftitution ?

Let
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Le T me acid alio, that Inhibition of bear-

ing Arms in defending of Perfon, Liberty,

and Country, has been ever deemed, through

all Na ion«; of the World, the null flagi ious

Cha^aderiflic of abjedl Slavery. Under nO

Fotm of the Athe?iian or Ionian G vern-

ments were the People denied the Ufe of mi-

litary Weapons, and Fighting for their na-

tive Soil.

Indeed the Elotce^ the unarmed Slaves of

hacedcemon, held in Contempt and Ignominy

through all Greece^ tilled the Lands, and

reaped the Harvefts for their atrocious Ma-
ilers ; in like manner, diverted of all Power

of Defence, the footy African toils for his

infuhing Lord beneath the fultry Siins of

'Jamaica. In this Way, naked and defence-

iefs, do ye not labour in this Ifle, with this

jmbittering Circumftance, that being born

Englifimen^ ye have the fame Claim to £#/-

herty with Thofe who may forge your Chains

and rivet your Bondage : A Circumftance

never known in Greece or R^me^ in which

the Slaves were Aliens to the Land.

That your Anceftors, and many now a-

live, entertained the fame liberal Sentiments,

C may
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may be certainly gathered from that very A£t

which placed the Englifi Diadem on the

Head of IVilliam III. in which one great

Complaint againfi: 'James II. and one juft

.Caufe of his being dethroned, was, that he

caufed feveral good Subjeds, being Prote-

fbants, to be difarmed, at the fame Time that

Papills were indulged with Arms contrary

to Law. What Ad of Rebellion have ye

fince committed againft your Sovereigns, that

ye are thus ftript of all military Power of

defending yourfeives ?

If difarming a few ProteAants was at that

Time a juft Caufe of Complaint, and no fmall

Motive to dethrone a King ; is it a lefs rea-

fonable Caufe of complaining againft a

M——r at this Hour, when the whole Na-

tion is difarmed ? Are Papift and Proteftant

become equally dreaded, and fti ipt of all De-

fence, alike injurioufiy fufpedted ? Are the

Sons of thofe who oppofed, and thofe who
placed William on the Throne of England^

thus held indignantly like Slaves ?

If Papifts were a juft Caufe of Terror iri

the Reign of "James, will the Riijjum Savages

and German Blood- fuckers, under the Name
- of
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of mercenaj-y Auxilia.ies, afford lefs Reafon

for voui Fears? If the pretended Exigency

of Affui.s, th oiigh M 1 Negled, or De-

{^vin, fhould require their AlTiftance in this

Ille, will Thofe who freeze beneaih the bite-

ing Froif of a "Ruffian Winter, denied almo(t

the Neceffiaries of Life, diverted of it's Com-
forts, cheridied by Treaty with Hopes of be-

ing Freebooters, and endlefs Plunder j will

they return at your Command, after having

tafted the Sweets of England^ Will the Hef-

jHan^ whofe Being is the Price of Thirty

Crowns, who fees himfclf fold by his inhu-

man Mailer, like the Ox to the highell Bid-

der- will he return to him who traffics his

Subjeds Lives for E,nglip:> Cold, and quit

this Land
J
where they may be Mailers ?

If they fhould difobey your Orders, de-

fencelefs and difarmed as ye are, by what

Method will ye compel them to obey you ?

Are then thefe foreign Troops of merce-

nary Hirelings lefs to be dreaded in George's

Reign, than Engliflj Catholics were in that of

James f Are ye lefs treated like Bondfmen,

in being deprived of the Uie of Arms now,

than at that Time ? Are ye lefs open to At-

C 2
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tack and Ruin from avowed Enemies and

pretended Friends ?

Is not then the Law which renders ye

defencelefs, and Inatches all Power of pre-

ferving Liberty from your Hands, a more
alarrnuig Approach to Arbitrary Power thaq

'James's prefuming to effed it by his own Au-
thority ? The one, a Burden fixed upon your

Shoulders which ye cannot efcape, a Load
which you rnuft carry ; the other, though

placed on the Back of Englijhmen for a

while, thrown to the Ground and reje(5ted :

Shall the firft prevail unremonftrated againft

becaufe difguifed as legal, allowed and ac-.

quielced in, and the other difavowed, deem-

ed defpotic, and refifted becaufe illegal , is it

not a Breach of that Adt which placed the

Crown upon Williap2's Head ?

Surely no Man has Hardinefs enough

to aiTert, that if the Minifter in the Reign of

Ifames IL had poffciled by Place and Penfior|

an abfolute Power over the Houfe of Com-
mons, and commanded them to pafs a Law
f^r difarming the People, that luch an A(^

would have been lefs an Infringement of

Bnglifo Liberty, t}^ari if it had been executed
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by means of the KiriG^N Mandate only ; all

Ways of bringing about wrong Meafures

being alike unconftitutional and arbitra-

ry, it is the defpicable State to which ye

are reduced, and not the Means by which it

is effeded, thai makes your being difarmed

a Violation of that Liberty and that Confti-

tution, which neither Brittjh Kings nor Bri~

tiJJj Laws have a Right to diminifli or de-

flroy.

Has then that humiliating Condition,

which was fo juftly deemed Slavery in his

Reign, and fo glorioufly (haken off by your

Fathers, changed it's Nature and loft it's Sting

in this ? Or has Time erafed all Senfe of

Injury from your Souls, that being prohibit-

ed the \](q of Arms, ye fupinely behold the
1|

abjeft Situation to which ye are reduced,

regardlefs, unremonftrating, and unconiplain-

ing of your Fate ? Shall M rs acquire

that Defpotifm, which Kings have never yet

been able to obtain ? Wipe then all Record

of Liberty from your Minds, if any Trace

unhappily remains upon them ; left the R.e-

membrance of your loft Condition fliould

damp the future Hours of your Lives with

pne eternal Sadnefs, Look not on your de-

fencelefs
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fencelers Hand?, nor fighine think what Eng-

land was. Lea;n from Athcniam^ Romam^

Bfitons, that not Meft alone, bu Laws may

be equaHy tyrannic and opprelfive ; then, by

remonilating legally to your P -nee and

Rcpieleii::uivc , en e '<:; f om >hat abjrdt

State. Emulate your Fathe;R Cloiy j like

Tiiem, be Virtuous, be Lnmortal, and be

Free.

Having faid thus much to prove to you,

that no Nation denied the Power of defend-

ing their Liberties and Properties from fo-

reign and domeftick Enemies, can juftly be

denominated Free
;
permit me to fhew you,

how thofe Hands which have been denied

the Ufe of Arms for their own Prote<flion,

have been employed for the Advantage of

others : That the whole Produce of your

Labour, the Improvement of your Lands,

your Increafe of Manufadlures, and your

Gains by Merchandize, have been long

doomed to the Support of foreign Nations,

ruinous to Englijh Liberty and the publick

Good.

I N order to lay this Truth more evidently

before your Eyes, it feems necelTary to return

to
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to the End of the Reign of ^amei the Se-

cond, to (heW you the State the Nation was

then in, and compare it wiih what at pre-

fent exifts in this Ifland.

That Prince then, from a Paffion o^ be*

ing defpotic, and mole-eyed Zeal of propa-

gating the "Roman Catholick Religion, abufed

the regal Authority, and extended his Pre-

rogative illegally over the People. He dis-

armed Proteftants ; kept a Standing Army
in Times of Peace ; attempted to fubvert the

eftablifhed Religion, by tolerating CathblickS

and Sedaries ; violated the Freedom of Elec-

tions of Members to ferve in Parliament ; and

committed many other grofs Enormities,

mentioned in that Ad: of Parliament whicl^

placed the Crown on King Williams's Head t

All thefe being then deemed deftrucftive of

Liberty and your ConJflitution, and avowed

as juftifiable Reafons for depoiing a K-irig^

are ftill maintained to be fuch, by every Ewg*-

lifhman ; they mud ever remain the fame, iri

the Opinion of all honell Men; and be art

everlalting Juflification of all who attempt td

oppofe the Return of fuch abfoluce Proceed-

ings, whether in the Monarch or his Mini-*

fter.

Accord-
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Accordingly in obedience to fuch trud

Sentiments of Liberty and our Conftiiution,

Popery and arbitrary Power were fuppofed

to be expelled together. Since which Time
the two laft have been confidered as coniiant

Companions, ever united in the Mouths of

the Whigs : Let me examine, whether the

Experience ot fucceeding Years has not prov-

ed that they have been divided, and that

when Popery was driven into Banifliment,

arbitrary Power did not change Mafic and

Domino, and remain in that new Difguife

amongft the Crowd.

And here it*is impoffible to avoid ob-

ferving to you, that though before this Date

it had been declared " a King of England

could do no Wrong," yet that this Maxirai

could not then have been univerfally receiv-

ed, becaufe in dethroning James II. and in

not confining their Punilhments to the Mi-

nivers alone, the Leaders muft have been

deemed as Rebels by all Men of Virtue j

which Behaviour having never been confi-

dered in that View, it appears impoffible

that the above Maxim could have been uni-

verfally acknowledged.

Not-
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Notwithstanding this, whatever migFjt

have been the Speculation and Praftice of

Englijlmien at that Time, it certainly ought

to be received as an inviolable and facred

Tenet at prefent, " that the King can do

no Wrong ;" And I am under no Apprehen-

iion of it's being difproved, when I affirm,

that fince that Day no crowned Head has

ever committed a wrong Adion.

However, though Kings, as Vicegerents

of Heaven, replete with celeftial Attributes,

are acknowledged to be incapable of doing

Wrong, vet are they not totally exempt from

human Weaknefles : Nor has it ever been af-

ferted that Minifters, who generally receive

their Qiialifications from a very different

Origin, cannot injure their Fellow-Subjeds,

or deftroy their Country. Can it ever there-

fore be Criminal for an Englifiman to deli-

neate to his Countrymen in what manner

human Frailty in a crowned Head, and Ini-

quity tn Minifters, may have co-incided to

advance a Nation's Ruin ?

JAMES being depofed, and the Prince

of Orange placed on the Throne, that Prince,

D though
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though coniidered as Immortal, was yet not

unallavcd with human Frailties ; amongft

which, his Preference and Prediledlion of

the United Provinces, proved not a Httle pre-

judicial to this Land, and this People, who
-presented him with the precious and fuperb

Donation of three Kingdoms, to which he

had no Claim, and to the obtaining which

no Man ever atchieved lefs.

This Foible too eminently diftinguifhed

itfelf in poftponing the Good of thefe Na-
tions to that of Holland ; and tho' a Theme
for much Piaife in the Songs of Dutch Poets,

yet ought it to be held in eve L (ling Remem-
brance with Pain by all Englijhmen.

, . From the Time of this Prince's mount-

ing, the Throne, the Incerelt of England \i^-

gaa to fink in the Bogs of Holland^ and the

iHigh and Mighty States reigned in the Bread

-of- this King in Poffcllion, as Popery did in

•^Him that was exiled from the Throne.

Unhappy for this Nation, the King

of E?igland was likewife Stadtholder of the

United Provinces ; And though a Prince of

^the Continent may be allowed Plurality of

Dominions,
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Dominions, yet paft Experience has provecl,

that the Intereft of this Ifland will no more,

permit the Sovereigns of it to poflcfs Plurality

of Realms, than the Chriftian Religion Plu-

rality of Wives. It cannot fuflfcr this King-

dom to be wedded for her Wealth, fublervi-

ent to another more favourite Wife, taken

for Love alone. As (lie is leparated from the

World {he ought to be dilunited from all

others 'in the Breaft of her PofTeffor. It is

not therefo:e impoffible for one Part ot a

King's Dominions to be uttering eternal bu-

logie-; in Commemoration of him, whotn

the other ha^ iic'de Reafon to efteem. It muft

be remembered alio, that tho' the King ot

England and Stadtholder were united in one

Pe. lun, that the Intereft and Titles oi England

and the United Provinces remained as diihndt

and leparate as if held by two different Prin-

ces ; and no Union of thefe in one Man, can

change the Nature and Advantages which

each Dominion naturally poifcifcs.

Whatever Country then may be held

by the Kmg of England under another Title,

is to be confidered as unconnedted with this

Ifle, farther th:^n as that Doimnion and this

may mutuallv aid and fupport each other 5
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and this notwithftanding any fuperior Love
which the Sovereign may manifefl towards it,

An E h M r therefore, who may in-

dulge hi^ Mafter, and, for the fake of pre-

fcrving his own Power, dupe his native

Land to this Propenfity, is an Enemy, if not

a Rebel, to his Country,

Should France and England, which Hea-

ven avert, be ever ruled by the fame Sove-

reign, would not the M r who pillaged

this Land to picafe his King, and enrich the

French^ deferve the fevered Punifhment?

In like manner, every other Realm held

by a King of this liland, the Intereft of which

is diftind, if not contradictory to yours,

fhould be confidered by you in the very fame

Light as France, and beheld with the fame

Averfion by every Englijl:inan who is refolv-

ed to be free. Have ye not juft Right to

complain, whenever the Labour of your

Hands, the Profits of your Trade, and th^

piood of your Fellow- Subjefts, fliall be wan-

tonly lavidied in Defence of Foreign Inte-

fefts, to fatten the fteriie Soil, and fill the

^mpty Purfes of more favourite Subjects ?-^

^fll pot every M -r who fofters fuch In-*

plination?.
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clinatlons, and drains his Country's Treafures

to Ibpply them, merit the mofl: ignominiour.

Punilhment ?

It muft be remarked alfo, that at this

glorious Period of the Revolution, which fo

happily eilabliOied (according to the Whig
Pbrafe) our Liberties and Privileges, Things

took a different Turn from what is general-

ly conceived j the Supreme Power, in Fad:,

fell from the crowned Head on that of the

Minifter. From this Inftant the latter be-

gan to be abfolute, and his Sovereignty has

been jncreafing fince that Time.

The Whigs in Power, from the Principle

infeparable from a Whig, now refolved to

make themfelves arbitrary. They had found

by Experience, that an Attempt to reign

without a King was impradticable in Eng-

land ; they therefore commenced the fuccefs-

ful Scheme of reigning with one ; and this

Change of Princes afforded too favourable

^n Opportunity for executing their defpotic

Defigns.

Th e y faw that the King mud of Necef-

fity fall entirely into their Poffeffion. They
knew
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knew alfo that his Opponents being very nu^

meroijs, he dared not to defert that Party

which had crowned him. They perceived alio,

that being an Alien to the Land, the Love of

Dutch Welfare had abforbed the Good of jE«fg--

lajjd in the new Sovereign's Heart ; and he,

in his Turn, had difcovered, that the Dclire

of Power, and not Freedom, had chiefly ac-

tuated in the Breads of thofe who had given

him the Throne : In mu nal Acquiefcence

therefore with each other's Interefts, rhe King

declined fliuggling for Power in Rngland^ to

obtain Money for the Service and Advantage

of Holland', and to fate his Love of Slaugh-

ter, and Enmity to Lewis XIV. And the

Minifter indulged him with the Objeds of

thefe Defires, in order to govern more quietly

and defpotic. Thus this Country was facrificed

to Holland, to pleafe the favourite Inclinations

of a King, and to fupport a pernicious Miniftry.

At the fame Time the Minifters, to bind

the monied Men to their Devotion, and fe-

cure them in their Power, began the deftruc-

tive Schemes of National Debts, and mort-

gaging Englifimen j by which all thofe thus

indulged in their Deligns of accumulating

Wealth were gained to the Party : And all

this
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this was trarifafted under a Mafk, written all

over in red Letters with LIBERTY, PRO-
PERTY, and the PROTESTANT RE-
LIGION i No POPERY ! No SLAVERY

!

The People, caught like Larks by the dazzle

of theie Words, and with feeing a King feem-

ingly k^pt under by his MiniOers and Par-

liament, imagined that the Temple of Li-

berty was now fixing on a Rock, which no

Winds or Tempefts could remove; never

entertaining the leaft Idea, that the very Part

of the Conftitution which was pruning the

Regal Power, was inoculating their own j

and that by their future Culture this Sprig

of Minifterial Power might grow to over-

fhadow the Regal Prerogative and People's

Liberties; and that a Mjniftcr might here-

after be an abfolute Potentate.

Yet, though Miniflers are abfolute, they

are not immortal. Like the defpotic Sul-

tans they frequi-nrly give Way to their Suc-

ceflbrs, through Tumult and Oppofition

;

and Kings, like Janizaries, may change their

Lords, and yet live under an abfolute Do-
minion. For this Realon, as there are at

all times many vigorous Sons urging up the

iteep

I
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ileep Afcent of Power, the Minifter in PoP-

feffion, in order to p eferve his Seat, has con-

ilantly indulged the crowned Head with Mo-
jiey to promote Dutch and Germanic Interefts j

and thus the Sovereign being content, the

Miniiler has been fecure, and the Nation

going on to Ruin.

By Proceedings of this Nature, fince the

placing the Crown on the Yit2id oi William

the Third, a new Way of becoming arbitrary

has been purfued by M -rs. It feems,

they had been convinced by the Death and

Exile of Princes, that P- ts would not

filently bear the exorbitant Attempts of Regal

Prerogative, and from thence were apprehen-

iive, they were no more inclined tamely to

fubmit to the arbitrary Difpofition ofM—rS;

they therefore began to divide amongft the

Members part of that Money which they

levied on the Conflituents ; and thus, under

the Appearance of proceeding legally, kept

the People quiet, and Aifled the Clamour of

their Reprel'entatives by venal Influence.

—

By this Way Laws were made, which inflidt-

ed greater Grievances, and impofed heavier

Taxes on you, than had ever been attempted

by extended Prerogative and arbitrary Incli-

nations. Not-
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NOTWITHSTAND.NG to. it oppe-s tO

me that as thofc Articles in the Aa oj Set-

";.fvvere then judged neceffary to afcer-

J be infring-

rorab.og:t:a:i;hLt'injot,ngyoutRjh«

and he Conftkution. and bringmg back, m

eL, though not in the iame Place ha^

arbitrary Power lb juflly coa>pk.ned of m

Jamesi Rcigu.

Having f.id thus tnuch let «"« "ow pre-

fcnt you with the State of y""" T''^"'
^

hey flood at the Abdication of K>ng 7<^««

.

„/ then (hew you by wh.at Means they ha e

fo enormoafly increafed, fron. that Hour to

the prefent.

AT Ja>„es. leaving the Crown. *e annual

SCrEighTHlnled fifty-fix Pounds

?'hs I« then fupported a formidable

Ly equipped for the Sea. and a Anny

of Thirty-Thoufand Land Fo.ces it up

p ied the'^Civil Lift, and impowered the Ktng

Trave Money yearly: /-• -°f,"„Sj,
Accorxipts given into Parliament, the ann
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Expcncc amounted at a Medium to no more

than One Million Six Hundred ninety-nine

Thoufand Three Hundred fixty-three Pounds.

By this it appears, that Three Hundred fixty

two Thoufand Four Hundred ninty-three

Pounds of the public Revenue were annually

faved : At this Time alfo the Kingdom was

not a Shilling in Debt.

Th I s then was the fuppofed Situation of

your Affairs at that diftinguifhed Mra.. A
Kingdom without a Head j a Nation out of

Debt; an annual Revenue of Two Millions
j

Popery and Slavery banifhed ; the Whigs in

full PolTeffion, unincumbered, and entire

Mafters I

Let me now inquire, how like Patriots

thofe who ftript the Crown from the Father's

Head, and placed it on the Son and Daugh-

ter's, have acquitted themfelves in the Service

of their Country.

During the Reign of King William, his

Love of Holland^ and Luft of War cherifhed

by the Minidry defiring to be abfolute, le-

vied upon this People upwards of Fifty Mil-

lions in thirteen Years. More than double

the
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the Amount of former Taxes, for an equal

number of Years precedlrig ; befides which,

you and your Pofterity were mortgaged for

a Debt of Ten Millions. This Bleffing th«

Deliverer of this Land bequeathed you at his

Death ; doubly Immortal, in expelling Pope-

ry, and mortgaging England,

After his deceafe, the Balance of Power,

the Liberty of Germany, Popery, Slavery^

and the Protejiant Inteieft, Terms which

Time has fhewn never to have had any rea-

fonable Ideas annexed to them, together Vvith

the Ambition and Avarice of the Duke and

Dutchefs of Marlborough, engaged you in a

War on the Continent, in fupport of the moft

Popiih and moft Aibitrary Prince of all the

(jcrmanic Scates, the Houle of Aujiria,

During this War, your Taxes, your Ruinj

and your Conquers, went H.md in Hand,

magnificently increafing. For at the end of

Ten Years Vi^flory and Queen Anne\ Reign,

there had been levied on this People more
than Seventy five Millions j which being al-

moH: Six Millions a Year, is annually three

Times as much as was raifed duting the

Reign of James, To fay nothing of the ex-

E z travagant
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travagant Increafe of the National Debt to

Fihy Three Millions. Thus in two Reigns of

Twenty Six Years, this infatuated Nation was

pillaged of One Hundred twenty three Mil-

lions to fupport Dutch and German Interefts,

and deftroy their own.

To this Princefs fucceeded George the Firft,

whofe Inclination to govern according to

the Conftitution has been generally allowed

and believed, and I imagine with Juftice,

though by no Means diveiled of Predikaion

for his native Land.

Had his Minifier poffeffed the fimple Qua-

lification of Integrity during this Reign, Eng-

land might have been lightened from her Load

of Debts, and emerged with all her former

Effulgence from behind her Cloud of Griev-

ances : For it is as demonftrable as Figures can

make it, that during this Reign, if Englijh

Welfare had been the Minifterial Objedt,

your Debts might have been reduced to

Twelve Millions which at Three per Cent.

would have been but Three Hundred and

Fifty Thoufand Pounds per Ann, a Subfidy at

prefent fcarce deemed worth the Acceptation

of a German Prince, whofe Revenue.does not

amount to half that Sum. ^^
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In Confcquence of fuch Defign perfued

with Equity, in the Year 1740 we fhould

have had a free Revenue of Five Millions from

the Sinking Fund, Malt Tax, and Land Tax

at Four Shillings in the Poi?nd. During this

Rei2;n of Peace the whole Revenue aniounted

to more than Thirty Eight Millions, and the

National Debt remained much as it was at

the Queen's Death.

How then can the Memory of a M r

be fufficiently detefted, who thus negledting

the Salvation of his native Land, faw it ex-

piring beneath the Burthen of her Taxes,

yet never ftretched forth his Hand to eafe her

Load and fave her from Perdition ? He, who
had been the Univerfal Invader of Freedom
in Elcding your Reprefentatives, the Profli-

gate Spreader of Perjury and Corruption

;

the wanton Spoiler of Religion and Virtue

;

who, by the Power of paffing penal Laws cut

you from your Rights and Privileges, and
doom'd your Lives to the Mercy of every pro-

ftituted Juftice of the Peace.

Is this according to the Spirit of Magna
Charta, the Bill of Rights, the Adl of Set-

tlement, or Englijh Liberty ? Deteftable there-

fore
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fore as he muft remain in the Hearts of all

honeft Men, tell me in what Light ought

his SuccefTors to be regarded, who, improv-

ing on his nefarious Plan of National Ruin,

have fo loaded the Genius of this diftrefled

Ifle vi^ith accumulated Impofts, that, funk

beneath the Load, he gafps expiring ?

During this Time Germanic Interefts

grew daily more prevalent, and M- rs in-

folently purfued the old Maxims of indulg-

ing the ruling Paflions of their- —to pre-

ferve themfelves in Power, remorfelcfs in

their Country's Ruin ; fo that during this

Reign there has been levied on this opprefled

People, One Hundred forty five Millions,

and in one Year, the laft of the War, Ten

Millions fifty nine Thoufand ninety four

Pounds : And even in the Year Seventeen

Hundred fifty four, in profound Peace, Se-

ven Millions five Hundred thirteen Thou-

fand three Hundred forty four Pounds. Thus

from the happy Hour of the Glorious and

Immortal King William's being placed on

this Throne, your annual Taxes have been

increafed from Two Millions fixty one Thou-

fand eight Hundred fifty fix Pounds, to Ten

Millions fifty nine Thoufand ninety four

Pounds
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Pounds in Time of War, and to Seven Mil-

lions five Hundred thirteen Thoufand three

Hundred forty four Pounds in Time of per-

fedl Tranquillity j added to which Bleffing,

you, your Children, and Childrens Children,

to endlefs Generations, are mortgaged for a

National Debt of Eighty Millions.

During this Interval, fo produdive of

Bleffings to this Land, according to the Songs

of Whigs, Penfioners, Placemen, and M—rs,

confiding of Sixty lix Years only, there has

been levied Three Hundred and eight Mil-

lions, from vi^hich deduding the annual Ex'-

pence of Two Millions at the dethroning

'James the Second, there remains One Hund-
red and feventy-fix Millions, which have

been lavifhed in fupporting Dutch and Ger^

?nan Interefls, and ruining your own.

Having thus far traced the happy Confe-

quences of the JVhig Adminiftration, in drain-

ing you by oppreffive Taxes, and overwhelm-

ing you with enormous Debts, I fhall take the

Liberty to fhow you how this Money has in

Part been difpofed of in Subiidies to foreign

Princes j iirft making one Remark, that

whenever a Man of no Fortune marries a

rich
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rich Wife, it generally follows, that her Mo-

ney maintains his poor Relations and needy

Coufins.

In doing this it will be impoffible to come

at all the Sums paid in Subfidies, becaufe

Votes of Credit, Money for Deficiencies not

provided for by Parliament, and other unfpe-

cified Sums, may very poffibly have been ap-

plied in this anti-conftitutional Manner.

And to fhow you that this Suppofition is not

without juft Foundation, in 1697 there

were, amon?,ft the Refolutions of the Houle,

mention of Sums due to the Eledor oiBran^

denburgK Landgrave ofH# C#/, Duke of

Wolfenbuttle, Bi(hop of Munjier, Duke of

Hanover and Zcll, Duke of Holflein, and the

King of Denmark,

However, without including what has

been luft mentioned, there has been paid in

Subfidies and incident Expences to foreign

Princes, more than Fourteen Millions
:
A

Sum exceeding the prefent QuanUty of Spe-

cie in the Nation. And to this if there be ad-

ded the Expence of fubfifting thofe Troops

in time of War, probably the Sum would

be doubled.
^^^^^
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This muft inenevitably appear not a littW

unaccou„t.ble aad extraordinary tojheMm^

„f every true Englifl^man : How w.ll he

reconcile this Idea whh the Love of las

Country ; that during Wars earned on fok-

ly for Germanic Interefts. the Enghfi have

pent in Paying and Saftaining thofe Powers

Twen y-eight Millions, hiring Princes and

Je^^Jto 'defend their own Terntones and

protea their own Properties. What Argu

'n.ents can a M r off«;°
Pj^^/J^j^'

profligate Abufe of Power and P"" c Truft.

fhis Sacrifice, more inhuman than thofe to

MSloch, of a whole Nation to the Advantage

oi German Princes, whofe I"terefts are as d>C^

unt from yours, a. thofe of one P'anet from

another whofe Dominions are not worth, ac

PubUc Auaion, the Tenth Part of what you

have fpent and ran in Debt to fupport

them • of this Sum, Two Millions Three

Sr'ed thoufand Pounds Englifi Money

have been paid to the Eleftor of H-—r, as

Sbfldies for Troops hired to defend thcK own

Country.

Marvellous as the former muft appear,

this Article muft yet furely excite a greater

Wonder in the Eyes of all Men who yet
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love their Country, particularly when they

confider, that lince the blelled Acceflion of

this Family to the Throne of thefe Realms,

the Elcdor of H -r muft have been ena-

bled to fave from his Germanic Revenues, by

not refiding on the Spot, at leafl: Two hun-

red thoufand Pounds Annually. Thefe Sums,

without entering into a llridt Calculation of

increafing Intereft, like a Change-Alley Broker,

L.and yet not quite rejedling it, muft, without

Doubt, have doubled themfelves to the

amount of Sixteen Millions Four hundred

thoufand Pounds.

This Sum then H r has faved, whihl

3;JVI rs have been oppreffing the har-

itTafTed Subjeds of England, deftroying your

Manufadures by Taxes, ruining your Li-

berties by fatal Laws, and mortgaging your

j-^Progeny by enormous Debts; methinks

ijherefore, iince this forlorn State has been

already thus exhaufled, opprefled, and mort-

gaged for German Interefts, whilft thofe for

whom you have Fought and Laboured have

^•;been growing Rich by your Undoing, it

•"Would be reafonable that H r ihould at

leaft expend in her own Defence that Mo-
- -oey which Efiglancl has enabled her to fave,

before we are deeper plunged into -the fa-

thomlefs
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thomlefs Abyfs of National Debt and over-

whelniing Taxes on that Account. Not-

withrtanding this, the' I confefs to you with

great Alacrity, that unfpeakable Advantages to

this Nation have been derived from the Kings

of the Brwifivick Race ^ yet, may I not be per-

mitted to plead fomething in Favour of a

grateful People, who have by Indulgence

defended the Germanic Dominions to the en-

riching their Inhabitants, and impowerifli-

ing themfelves.

Gratitude towards the Electorate of

H r, which has given us fo liluftrious a

King, ought undoubtedly to be cheriHied and

eflimated to it's full Value, in the Breaft of

all EngliJJ:men j yet will it not admit of fome

Debate, whether a M r fliould be in-

dulged in fuch extravagant and fatal Mif-

condudl, as that of dooming the Labour of

your Hands entirely to German Welfare ; es-

pecially when we know, that our moft gra-

cious S n on the T e is abfolutely

diverted of all fuch partial Inclinations, pre-

ferring the National Blifs of this Ifland and

it's Inhabitanis, to whom he was born a

Stranger, to the Welfare of that People,

^mongft whom he iirfl drew his Vital Breath \

F % Tq



[4+]
To fuch Exaltation can the Souls of S——rs

rfle above Humanity 1

With what Rapture then do I declare

this to you, my Fellow Countrymen ; with

what Pleafure will you fee it confirmed by

Public Authority, that all thefe levied Subll-

dies, to hire mercenary BarbarianSy and fuf-

tiin German Interefts, are the Schemes of

M 1 Heads ? Shall then the Tendcrnefs

of the parental P—e be defeated by the Arts

pf rapacious M rs ?

But let me no longer detain you fi'om

the Joy of reading what, fatally overlooked

{jy the M~ r, demonftrates the Truth of

that which I have been aflerting, the Paflage

is from the laft Edinburgh Addrefs on his Ma-
jefty's Return from Hanover^ printed in the

JLondon Gazette^ and in thefe Words, " The
*' Spirit and Vigour with which your Majefty

** has fupported the Rights of your Crown
** and Kingdom, when unjuftly invaded,

«* makes it our indifpenfible Duty to applaud

" thofe Meafures, wherein all Confiderations

?* l)a'ije been manifejily pojiponed to the Intereji

** ofthe Britifh JDominions.'' This tranfcript of

Zealj breathed fror^i a Country fo remarkable

fpf
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for it*s Loyalty, though perhaps it may not be

parallelled by any Addrefs from Englijh Cor-

porations yet for the Honour of my Country,

I affert is as firmly believed by Englijh as

by Scotchmen; and though you have been

lefs warm in your Expreffions, I am con-

vinced yc are as fteady in your Loyalty and

Duty.

Having in this Manner proceeded to

lay before you the Money v^hich has been

raifed and lavilhed, together with the Debt

incurred in fuftaining German Interefts, it is

with Pain I proceed to fhow how your Ca-

lamities have increafed in other Views j eve-

ry Bofom that yet feels for it's Native Land,

muft prove the biting Anguifh of this accu-

mulated Mifery.

It is not only that your Trade, Agricul-

ture, and Manufadures, have been wholly

employed to fupport foreign Interefls ; the

matchlefs Iniquity of M —rs has been

totally engaged in ruining yours, by re-

ducing the Value of pecuniary Property

to lefs than one Sixth of it's worth at the

jlevoluiion.
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In the Reign of King William Money was

at Seven per Cent, it is now reduced to Three

and One half: Thus then as the Interert: ari-

fing from that Property determines it's Value,

Two thoufand Pounds being now only pro-

dudive of the fame Intereft which one gave

you at that Time, are of no more Worth

;

and all your Property in that Shape muft

have loft half it's Value : To this Misfortune

the fatal Adherence to Germanic Interefts

has reduced you.

How many friendlefs Widows and defti-

tute Orphans have already forcly felt, how
many more muft fufFer on this Account,

owing to this calamitous Redudion? Old

Age pines in Want of the neceffary Comforts

which that helplefs State requires, and In-

fants are diverted of Education from this fa-

tal Change in pecuniary Income.

Yet alas, this Redudion of half the

Worth of your PofTeffions in Money does not

terminate the Evil. By the heft Computa-

tion, according to the Taxes of 1754, in pro^

found Peace, out of every Twenty Shillings

which is laid out to purchafe the NecefTarics

• of
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of Life, Fourteen are doomed to the paying

Taxes. By this Means two Thirds of that

Money which was before reduced in half it's

Value fince the Revolution, by diminifhed

Intereft, is again taken from you, by the

Increafe of ypur Taxations.

cr b

Thus then for every Twenty Shillings In-

come in the Time o^yames the Second, arifing

from the Intereft of your Money, you re-

ceive but Ten Shillings only at prefent -, and

as at his Exile your Taxes amounted only to

Four Shillings in the Pound of all you ex-

pended, and at this Time to Fourteen, it

follows, from the Imports fo enormoufly

increafed by M rs, that fince that Time,
inflead of poffeffing Sixteen Shillings in

every Pound clear of Taxes, you now pof-

fefs Three only to purchafe all the Necefla-

ries of Life : What have ye already fuf-

fer'd ? When will ye behold the End of your

Calamities ?

What EngUJJmian's Heart can ceafe from

throbbing wiih Anxiety, when the haplefs

Condition of his induftrious Countrymen

'comes acrols it? When wounded with this

Thought, that of all you earn one half is

loft
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loft in Value, and two Thirds of that funk

in Taxes fince the Revolution j how inex-

prcflible mufl; that Anguifh be to all you who

recoiled, that of every twenty Strokes of

ihofe who labour at the Hammer, or the

Loom, in Agriculture, Arts, and Manufac-

tures, Fourteen are doomed to pay accu-

'mulated Taxes, raifed for G^rw^« Interefls?

That of Minutes, Hours, Days, Weeks,

Years, and Ages, Fourteen of every Twenty

are deftined to pay for what will be your

Ruin, before yourfelves, your Wives and

Children, can tafte their daily Bread, the

honeft Labour of your Hands ?

Nay, all ye Eat, Drink or Wear, Health,

Cleanlinefs and Warmth, your Dwellings,

and even the chearing Light of the Sun,

which Heaven has given alike to all, are

taxed to enrich Germans and exhauft you.

Such then, tho' the Revolution was at that

Time abfolutely necelTary, have been the de-

plorable Effedls of M- 1 Mifcondudl fince

that ^ra, to fuch Diftrefs ye are reduced.

Hard as thefe Conditions may appear, I

fhould yet have acquiefced in this Support of

. German
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German Interell?, if the Produd: of your

Trades had anfwered to the Sums ye cdn-

fumed, and the Increafe of your National

Wealth had augmented during the Time of

this Dilfipation : Bat alas ! fuch is the Fate of

'Englifimen^ that of the MilHons coined in this

Land, of the Millions coined in others, and

brought hither by Loans and Commerce, not

lefs perhaps than One hundred Millions fince

the Revolution, not one Shilling remains

amongd you more than there was in Esng-

land at that Time j not to mention the

National Debt incurred of Eighty Millions.

Germany and her Interefts, with fome AfiiH:-

ance from the Eaji-India Company, like the

Lociijh, which fell on JEgypt^ have devoured

up the Whole. Wealth has paffed thro* this

Kingdom like a Meteor thro' the Sky, bla-

zed, and left no Trace behind.

This long Lid: of Evils, ye might well

expetf would terminate your Mifery ; but

alas I it is not in the Burthen of your Taxes

only, but in the Manner which they are laid

upon you, that the Calamity is increafed.

When Taxes were firft granted in this

Kingdom, for ever^ as a Security for the

Money which was to be levied upon them,

G in
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in many it was provided, that as foon as the

Money borrowed thereon was paid, the Tax
lliould ceale : But fince that Time, thefe and

all others, the Malt-Tax, Land-Tax, and

very few befides excepted, have been grant-

ed to all Eternity^ with a Provifion only, that

when the Money borrowed on thern fliall be

paid, the Produce fliall be at the Difpofal of

Parliament.

The Dlfrerence is too glaring to efcape

your Obfervation in thefe two Ways of paf-

iing the Bills j in the firfl:, the Tax ceafes ne-

cellarily with the Payment of the Debt, and

the People are not obliged to pay it ; in the

fecond, it continues after the Debt is dif-

charged, and the People are obliged to pay

it. Wherefore, if ever the National Debts

Ihould be liquidated, which I believe no

Man's Fears will induce him to fay God
prevent, from any prefent Probability of that

Event, the King will have a Revenue of

more than four Millions Sterling coming

annually into his Exchequer, without any

new Grant from Parliament, or need of it.

Will then the Crown, the M r. Place-

men, Penfioners, and Plunderers, hereafter

confent to free you from thefe Taxes, by ab-

rogating the Law ? Should a Monarch gra-

cioully
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cioufly incline, will a M r honeftly con-

fent
i

or will a Crowned Head liften to the

righteous Advice of a juft M—r, if Heaven,

in Commiferation to oar Fall, fhould in fu-

ture Time fend us that Temporal Saviour?

If then the blefTed Sun fliall ever rife,

which Hiall behold the Difcharge of your

Debt?, and peradventure there fhall be feated

on this Throne a K fwifc to Wrath,

and fwift to Fear, whofe partial Fervor for

Germanic Intereib fhall prompt himi into

Broils, inattentive to your Welfare, £o tender

of his continental Subjeds, and fo afraid of

French Invaiion in that Part, that through

Dread of their Diftrefs, he (hail be intimi-

dated to vote for the Eledion of that very

E——r he is oppofing ; when chaining by

his timid Command the Royal Fleet of Eng-

land at Gibraltar^ he fhall permit that of the

Enemy to pafs by unnoticed and untouched,

whilft the brave Admiral runs mad at th^

Horror of this Sacrifice of his Country's Ho-
nour

J then this Revenue will probably be

applied to the fole Benefit of foreign Nations.

But if it fhall happen that the M r

then in Diredion fliall dare the K—g to dif^

mifs him fron) his Pofl, fliall appoint all

G 2 Officers
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Oflkers at his arbitrary Will, and difcharge

all who prefume to oppofc his pernicious

Pradlces 3 then fliall this Revenue be fquan-

dered to purchafe Burrouglis, corrupt P—ts,

lull the Turbulent, footh and fatisfy the

Ambitious, and rule ye with the Iron Rod
ofM 1 Defpotirm.

It may happen alfo that a K and

M r of thefe Propenfities may rule to-

gether, then will their Condud be a Mixture

of the fatal Efifcds of fuch Inclinations, and

you doubly fleeced, to fate the outrageous

Love for foreign Nations in cne, and to fup-

ply the inextinguiihable Hunger after Ra-
pine in the other, and in hi- profligate Ad-
herents: In this Manner, by Powers d; awing

different Ways, ye fl^jall be rent afunder.

To what a deplorable Situation fince the

glorious Revolution are ye reduced ? Arms
are again taken from your Hands, the In-

come of your pecuniary Property fhrunk to

one Sixth of it's Value. The Neceffiiy of

your Toil for daily Bread immenfely increaf-

'cd, the whole Profits of it beftowed on Fo-

reign Nations, yourfelves and Progeny mort-

gaged beyond Redemption, and your Taxes

rivetted beyond all Hopes of DilToIution.

Tell
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Tell me then by what Name I fhall de-

fine ye, doom'd to Ibch hard Conditions for

your daily Bread, defencelefs even of that

little ye pollers. Shall I, beholding ye are yet

Etigllfinien, dare to call ye Slaves ?

Yet alas ! to German Weal have not your

Looms and Labour, Arts, Agriculture, Mer-

chandize and Science, been long deflined ?

For that your Flocks have been increafed and

{horn, your Fields been fertilifed and reapc,

your Ships have dared the Wrath of Tem-
pefts, your Calh been fquandered, your Blood

been lavidied. For that Intereft ye have

Lived and ihall Die.

Then tell me, how does the purchafed

Ne^ro differ from you in Servitude ? How is

your Condition more eligible or free, vi^hen

the hard Hand of Necelfity compels you to

Toil Fourteen Hours in every Twenty, for

foreign Nations, to whom ye owe no legal

Obedience, before ye earn one Bit of Bread.

Who fhall now audacioufly lift his Front

and fay ye are longer Free, or that your

State anfwers to the Definition given by that

ftreat Author quoted in the Beginning of

thefe
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thefc Pages ? Do ye poflefs the Power of
doing all ye ought tochule? Are ye not com-
pell'd to do that which ought not to be the

Choice of a free People ?

In this Manner reduced as ye are fince

the Date of the happy Revolution, in all the

Value of your annual Revenues, is it credible

that the Heart of an Englifiman^ unrelenting

to the Miferies of his Native Land, can again .

fuggeft the cruel Thought of finifhing your

Deftrudion, by efpoufing H n Interefts,

at this precarious Moment ?

Is it not Time to refpite this Nation from

her Calamities and Sufferings ? Muft her

Wounds again be opened, her Treafures

fluiced for the fole Benefit of German Pow-
ers ? Shall mercenary Barbarians be pur-

chafed in Defence of H r, and ten Times

the Value of that State in Englifi Gold be

wafted for it's Prefervation ? Will the Woes
of all Nations biit yours be ended ?

Be not amufed with fpecious Tales of

Conventions made with the Frujfian King,

and vaft Advantages obtained j what are you

to him, or he to you, as Hamlet fays of He-

Cuba ? What is this but farther Proof of At^

tention
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tentlon to H n Weal, whilft the Safety

of this Nation is ftill neglected and poftpon-

ed, and Arms withheld from your Hands ?

Whatever be the concealed Condition, be al-

fured, the Price of your Labour, the Works

of your Hands, the Produce of your Lands

and Manufaftories, purchafe him to the En-

gagement ; whatever the Advantage, it can

accrue to H—r alone. Of what other Con-

fequences can thefe Treaties be to this Land,

faving that of compleating your Perdition ?

Have ye an Ally, unpurchafed by your

Treafure, who will advance one Regiment

to the Field in your Defence ? Will even the

H ns^ for whom you have already wafted

fo much Wealth, will the Auftriam efpoufe

your Quarrel, and rifque the Netherlands in

your Favour ? Can that Nation which alrea-

dy pays Fourteen Shillings in every Twenty
which her Inhabitants expend towards the

Taxes of the State, bear farther fleecing,

and new Imports ? Can a People in whole

Favour, at the higheft Computation, the

Yearly Balance of Trade does not exceed

Five hundred thoufand Pounds, whole Calh

confifts of only Fourteen Millions, be capa-

ble of fuftaining the Payment of foreign

Subfidies, and Support of German Armies,

to
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to the Amount of three or four MiHlons an-

nually ; which tranfmigrating, like the Soul

in the Syllem of Pythagoras^ from hence to

Brutes, never returns to the fame Body ?

J;rWiLL Tiutchmen and other Foreigners

lend their Money to furnifli Loans to a State,

whofe declining Credit is manifeft by the

-Redudiion of one Quarter of their Eaji-hidia

Stock ? Can you alone fuftain a continental

War, mortgaged for Eighty Millions, againft

France^ who, when free and unmortgaged,

have been running to Deftrudion in fapport-

ing former Wars, afilfted by the Dutch and

Aufirians ?

Will not then a five Years War on

the Continent, and M 1 Conducft, bring

upon you a more deplorable Calamity than

that with which the Will of Heaven has vi-

lited the Portugiieze ? When Paper no lon-

ger circulating from Hand to Hand in lieu of

Money, your Treafure wafted to Gerinany^

ye ftand in need of wherewithal to buy your

Children Bread ?

The Gold of Portugal, tho' burled in the

Ruins of Lijboriy may again be recovered

from the Rubbiih ; tho* hid, not annihi-

lated 5
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lated ; whereas the Treafure of this Ifle, tranf-

fiorted to Germanic Lands, will be irrecovei

rable by human Induftry, and loft for ever.

Does it then require the Gift of Prophecy

to predid: your Deftrudion ?

Yet in this prefent Situation, not irre-

mediable by adhering to BritiJI: Interefts

alone, this precious Moment which muft de-

cide the Fate of Kngland^ fuch is the unnatu-

ral Lot c>i every honed Englijhmanj who feels

for the Diftreffes of his Country, that Con-

fent to Subfidies, and fupporting Germaji In-

terefts, are the fole Tefts of Allegiance to

M rs, the fole Prefervative of Place and

Penfion. He who nobly prefers his Native

Land to H n Welfare, is marked the in-

ftant Vidim of M ^1 Vengeance. Long

Services, unimpeached Fidelity, fuperior Ta-

lents, well-fought Fields, and honell Wounds
in E7igland\ Caufe, weigh nothing in the

M -1 Scale again ft H—n Welfare j thefe

fecure no Man from Difmiftion, who dares

oppofe the draining your Treafures for

German Literefts.

Such is yoar dire Condition : Then tell

tne, what have ye to expedl from that Man,

who having violated his Fidelity to his

H Prince,
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Prince, and trucked his Religion for a Place,

bellows out for Sabfidies, his hardened Front

of Hibernian Brafs unbluihing at the Speech

and Action ?

Or what have ye to Hope from him,

who, like St Paid^ converted by the Splen-

dor of thofe Rays which dart from on high,

becomes all Things to all Men ? Who, fown

in Weaknefs is raifed in Power ? And, like

the firft Man, is of the Earth, earthly ? But

behold, I w\\\ fliow them a Myflery, they

/liall not all Sleep, but they {]:iall be chang-

ed; for this Corruptible, muft put on Incor-

ruption, and this Mortal muft put on Im-
mortality.

Or laflly, from him, who like the Vulture

long hovering o'er his Prey, has at length

fowling, fixed his Talons in M 1 Power

;

he who poffefTes it on the bafe Conditions of

wafting your Wealth in foreign Subfidles,

and dooming this Land to Perdition in fup-

port of H n Interefts.

He who, from his early Youth Compa-
nion of the Abandoned, immerfed in Dice

and Women, Self-interefted, Daring, Proud,

Rapacious^ Vehement, Unequal, Adive,

Timid ;
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Timid ; his Ambition rifing like the rank

Weed from Dung ; now giving, yet retain-^-

ing
-J

completes the promifed Expedation of

his opening Life, and dupes his native Land

to his own, and foreign Interefts.

He whofe Tongue, the pleading Bawd for

every Robber of his Country, has vindicated

an ^—r and L py whole Fingers, like

the Hair of Solomon s Mirtrefs, are ail of pure

Gold ; like Catiline^ defperaiie in his Purpofes,

undoing or undone, feducing the Young,

furrounded by the Profligate, who, avarici-

ous thro* Profufion, with fcarce lefs Vice or

more Virtuous Inclinations towards their

Country, pillage to wade : Among whom,
perhaps, a C^far now cherifhes the Hopes of

future Empire.

Or that Veteran in M—1 Iniquity, who,

like the fillv OJirich^ thinking himleif Invifible

to all he does not (ee, hides his Head amongft

thefe Men, and leaves his bare Backiide arj

Objedt of Derifion to every Paifenger,

If fuch (liall ever be vour M

—

— I Rulers^

behold them with that Horror which Heaven

has commanded the Virtuous to look on

Iniquity : Then turn your Eyes on thole,

H z whw
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wbo fcornlng all Place which Is Incompatible

with Engli/Jj Honour and Englijb Intereft,

fhall be di'miflcd, becaufe they prefer their

Coun.ry's Caufe to foreign Welfare.

Behold with Joy him, whofe unwearied

Diligence, fuperior Intelled, Love of his

Country, and Memorialfor fettling the "Limits

^'Nova Scotia, refcued the M r from the

dire Dilemma of not being able to prove the

Right of England to thefe very Provinces in

'America^ for which ye contend, and filenced

all the babbling Batteries of France : Who,
greatly renouncing all Poft and Place, dcr

ilines his Talents to ferve his Country only.

Or him, Integrity burning Incenfe at

the Altar of his Heart, whofe honefl: Hand
difdained to Sign a Breach of this Confti-

tution, or trifle with Britijh Welfare.

He who, refigning all pecuniary Advan-

tage, defpifes the falle Honour of Place, the

fallacious dazzle of Power, fuftaining his

Country's Caufe flill uncorrupted.

How {hall I defcrlbe to you a noble Fa-

|nily, where all the Sons are virtuous, ar-

dent in their Country's Caufe^ relinquidiing
'

all
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all Place and Profit, refolute in Honour,

ftreniious in Juftice to this Land, their

Conftitution, and their King ?

Or him, who renouncing immenfc In-

come, the Price of Numbers, and even the

Poft he wifhes to poflefs, when it may be

held compatible with his own Honour and

his Country's Glory, fteps forth like David,

tho' not at Sauh Requeft, before the Jfraelites,

oppofing the M 1 Goliah^ and his Hoft ?

His Heart ftill uncorrupt amidfl the ge-

neral Venality, animates his Lips in your

Defence ; thofe Lips, which to this Day have

uttered nothing but the Voice of Truth in

England's Favour,

He, who contemning mercenary Views,

with pure Integrity fupported the Honour

of his Station, his Hands unftained with ve-

nal Pollution, his Tongue unproftituted in de-

fence of Falfliood, or extenuation of Iniquity

;

for him the Soldier maimed in Battle, offers

up his daily Prayers, who freed him Iroai the

Plunderer.

Mark how that force of Eloquence, Hke
the Sword of Michael^ cleaves the Satanic

Bodj
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Body of the M y afunder
; yet fuch is

the Power of Union amongft Evil M—— rs,

like that of Evil Spirits, it unites them again

to war againil your Welfare.

Assist me, Heaven, to paint this MefTen-

ger difpatched from your Abodes, who, ar-

duous in the Talk of Liberty, fpreads his

broad Shield of Truth in Protedion of this

Country from the Rage of G n Harpies

;

or give my Words his Power of Speech, and

jftrength of Argument, which dart like the

folar Rays on the dark Places and RecefTes of

your Miferies, making all vifible : Then may
I offer him to your Perceptions, and diew hira

ias he is.

Did ye behold him rifing in the Affem-

bly of the—-—, the Lightning of Virtue

flashing from his Eyes, the Thunder of Pa-

triotifm rolling from his Tongue ; fo fupe-

rior he appears, fuch Majefty he wears, you

rnuft conceive him fent an Angel, to de-

nounce the Wrath of Heaven again/1 a

finful Generation ; his Opponents calling on

Rocks and Mountains to hide and cover

them ? Such Confufion and Dread dwell on

the daftard Faces of all, who, fold to H—?2

Interefts, ftand branded in the Forehead

with
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with the White Horfe, the ignominious Mark
of Slavery.

Listen not, ye People, to the Voice of

Slander and Maledidion, which taints in vain

his Ads of Virtue with the bafe Idea of Ter-

giverfation, or want of Uniformity inCon-a

dudt : On whom has he turned his Back,

but thofe who would deftroy their Native

Land ? Whom has he deferted, that Honour

can fuffer an Englijhman to herd with ? Why
did he remain fo long filent, but thro' Hopes,

at length the aufpicious Hour might come,

when getting to his S n's Ear, the Voice

of Truth might prevail in Enghmd's Favour?

In vain, him whom they tremble to

oppofe Face to Face, beneath the Light of

Heaven, they fecretly flilletto'd in the Dark,

before his M—r. The niagic Voice of Verity

was withheld from R 1 Ears, whilft the

keen Breath of Malice blafted his Attach-

ment to the K of E dj pronouncing

him the Enemy of H r.

May that Hour never arrive, when the

R 1 Heart lliall too late be touched with

Remorfe for this Credulity, and fuffer by the

Deception of M—-rs

!

V
\
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On this Man then turn all your Eyes,

from Him expecft Redrefs, by Him urge

your Remonftrances, believe Him fent for

your Prefervation, left, like the MeJJiah to

the JcitSy he preach Salvation to an ungrate-

ful People, and ye are loft for ever.

FINIS.

JuJ Publijljed,

New Editions of

The First and Second LETTERS
to the People of England,

[Price One Shilling each.]














