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HA T the Thanh of

Houfe be given to the
Rev. Dr. E l l y s, for the Sermon by him
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print the fame : and that Mr. Campbell of Calder^
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CI.

Com. Dom,
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Ground of Sufpicion to

the Civil Government, about

Defign in gathering Difciples, and forming a
Church ; and partly, that he might not give Opportunity to any of his Followers, whom he knew
to be not yet fufficiently apprized of the true Nature of his Kingdom, to make wrong Inquiries and
Requefts about it.
However, when the Pharifees and the Herodians
propofed to him a Queftion that concerned the
Duty of the Jews to their civil Governors, in a
Point of Importance, he made no Difficulty of
giving it an Anfwer ; and one that was not only
fufficient to determine their Condud as to that
Point, but was exprelTed in fuch Terms, as might
at once comprehend their Duty to their civil Governors and to God, from whom the Authority of
thofe Governors was derived.
The Queftion was,
his

" Whether
" or not''

lawful to give Tribute to Ccefar^
If he fhould fay it was not lawful,

it

'was

they deligned to accufe him to the

Roman

nor, as guilty of Sedition againft the State.

GoverIf he

was lawful, they thought that this
Anfwer would make him unpopular among many
of the Jews, who reckoned this Tribute a Matter
of Reproach and Oppreffion to them,
Our Lord,
though he knew their infidious Defign againft him,
yet would not deviate in the leaft from the Truth,
fhould lay

it

B
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or
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or from his high Charad:er of Teacher of it to
Mankind ; but only endeavoured by the circum-

Anfwer to make the Truth of it fo
evident, that it might not be eafily mifunderftood
With this View he bade
by any who were prefent.
them produce a Piece of the Tribute-Money, and
tell him whofe Image and Superfcription it bore.
When they faid it was Caefar's He immediately
replied, " Render therefore to Ccefar the things that
" are Ccefar s^ and to God the Things that are

ftances of his

:

''

God's.'^'

In which Words he determines that Tribute
ought to be paid to Casfar, becaufe the Coin, being ftamped v/ith his Image, fhewed he was pofof the fovereign Power in that Country ; and
by Confequence, as he afforded them the Protedion of his Government, he had a Right to Tri-

feiled

But
bute from them in return for that Benefit.
whether his Title to the Sovereignty was rightful or
for as that
our Lord does not determine
Point could not be juftly inferred from the Right
to receive Tribute, which ftood, as I have faid,

not,

:

upon another Bottom ; and as our Lord faid nothing but v/hat had Reference to this latter Right,
the other Point therefore was left undecided, not

Our
having indeed been fo much as mentioned.
Lord, by his Silence about it, ihewed that he did
not
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not think
ture

to Interpofe in a Point of fucli a

fit

Na-

which he left to be fettled, if there fhould
any Time a Neceffity for it, by a due Re-

;

be at
gard to the national Laws, to the Matters of Fadl
relating to the Conqueft or Submiffion of that People,

and by other Reafonings ufually employed in

Queftions of

And

this

this fort.

Conduct of our Lord was imitated by

his Apoftles,

in their Writings relating to the

thority of Sovereigns,

Both

Peter and

and the Duty of

Au-

Subjects.

Paul are indeed very earneft
in their Exhortations, that Chriftians fhould be
fubjecl to the higher Powers as ordained by God,
not only for Fear, but for Confcience-lake, or fron>
a Senfe of their moral Obligation
And that in
like manner they fhould pay Tribute to whom Tribute is due, Fear to whom Fear, Honour to whom
St.

St.

:

Honour.
But that thofe Apoftles did not intend, by thefe
general Precepts, to fix the

every Country

.

Duty of

all

Subjects in

upon the fame Bottom,

or to de-

termine that ail ihould be obliged to pay whatever
Tribute their Sovereigns fliould demand ; we fliall
eafily fee,

which
falfe

if \ve

coniider the particular

thefe Exhortations

v/itfi

were made, and to v/hat

Notions they were oppofed.

the Intent of

View

fome Pallaees of

By miftaking

Scripture, a

Number
of

A Sermon
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of the Jews had been led to think, that they, as
being the People of God, could not lawfully fubmit
themfelves to any foreign Government, nor pay
Tribute to

it.

And

this

Notion was from them

derived to not a few Chriftian Converts

;

who

alfo,

mifunderftood what they heard from our Saviour
and his Apoftles, about the Liberty to- which they

were intitled b^ the Chriftian Religion What was
meant of Spiritual, they underftood of Civil Freedom ; and full of thefe high Imaginations, they
thought it beneath them to" be fubjedl to Heathen
Princes or Heathen. Mafters.
:

In Oppofttion to thefe Notions, St. Paxil afllires
them, that all Power is from God, and that the

Powers then in being were ordained of God
For
though they were alfo^ m. fome Relped:s, of
:

human
all

Gonftitution, as

Civil

might

Power came

St.

Peter obferves, yet as

originally

from God, they

Realbn be jufUy conlidered as ordained by him, and fo were entitled to the Obedience of their Subjects.
It was not only lawful
but neceffary for Chriftians to fubmit to them, and
pay them due Tribute, Cuftom, and Honour, as
well from a Senfe of the Obligation they were under by the Law of God, as from Fear of the Punifhment they fliould fuffer from their Sovereigns,
if they failed.
But we cannot, from this arguing.
for that

.

jV
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conclude,

juftly

that the Apoftlcs

intended the

Rights of Sovereigns over their Subjects lliould be
the fame in every Country.
They muft certainly

have known that there had been civil Conftitiitions
of various Kinds, in diiTerent Countries ; and in
the fame Country, in different Ages
And that in
fome of thefe the fupreme Magiftrates, althouo-h
they bore the Title of Kings, had, not the fame
Authority with thofe who were ftiled fo in other
Countries.
In the antient Time of the Egyptian f
Government, the Kings could neither levy Money
upon any one, nor judge or puniih him from Anger or Pride, or any other unreafonable Motive :
:

The

like Polities

other Countries.

had been, and might be again in

Now,

as I

Saviour did not intend to

have jliewn

make any

our

.that

Alteration in

the Forms or the Rights of any temporal Governments, the fam^e thing may juftly be prefumed of
his Apoftles

;

fince they nevxr £iy or intimate

thing to the contrary
clude,

that though,

bleffed

Mafter,

any

and therefore we may con-

;

after

the

they delivered

Example of
their

their

Precepts

to

and Obedience, Tribute and
Cuflom, in general Terms, yet they intended that
thefe Precepts fhould be underftood wdth fome LiVfiitations^ agreeably to the feveral political ConfKyield

Submiffion

tutions^
\ Diodor.

Si;u].

lib.

i.*>

S
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be Subjedls.

—^^——'*

—

have made thele Obfervatlons with a View to
a Doctrine which, a Httle more than a Century
agone, was vented often in this Nation, as it is ftill
in others, both from the Pulpit and the Prefs ; and
had no fmall Share in producing the Calamities we
now lament. This Doctrine was, " That the King's
^' Will
and Pleai'ure, in impoiing Taxes without
a Confent of Parliament, [I give the Words of a
noted Sermon -f- in thofe Times] doth oblige the
Subjed:s Confciences, upon Pain of Damnation ;
and that thofe who refufe Obedience, tranfgrefs
the Laws of God, infult the King's fupreme Authority, and are guilty of Impiety, Difloyalty, and
Rebellion." But however ftrongly this Dodlrine
is aflerted, I have plainly fhev/n that it has no Foundation in the Holy Scripture, uitlefs our civil ConI

ftitution gives the

King

tliis

Authority.

And

that

muft be known to every
one who is at all fkilled in our Lav/s and Hiftory,
from the Great Charter down to this Time. Attempts indeed have been made by our Kings, in
feveral Ages, to gain this Right
but they always
have mifcarried, and not feldom ended in Recognitions, that the Right of impofing Taxes belongs

this

is

far

from being

true,

;

only

t

Dr. Manwaring's Sermon of Religion and Allegiance.

~'——— -

-

-

-
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only to the Reprefenta lives of the People in
Parliament.
This Right therefore is warranted, as
1
have ihewn, by the Holy Scripture, as well as

by
our Laws ; and of confequence, the Breaches
that were made upon it in the Reign of that
Prince,
whofe Misfortunes are this Day the Subjedl of our
Thoughts, were juftly confidered as Grievances to
the^ People ; and though indeed it was
fome Excufe for him, who would not have done any
thing
which he knew to be wrong, that his Biihops and
Judges, approved liis Conduct, or put him upon
it ; yet this did not make it lefs
contrary to Law,
or lefs a Hardlhip to the Subjedl. And its being
fo,
juftified both the People and their
Reprefentativea
in making any legal Remonftrances againft it.

And

the like Obfervations

on the Hardihips which
upon many others of the

may

be juftly

made

Reign were put
Subjects, on Account of

in that

performing their Duty to God in a Manner
which they conceived to be' right, and refufmg to
do^it in any other.
Thefe Hardfhips, in fome
Cafes, were very great; afieding their
perfonal
their

Liberty, and Property, as well as the publick
Profeffion and Exercife of their Religion.
They were
indeed grounded upon a Dodrine, concerning
the

Punifhment of Errors
prevailed in

in Religion,

which had long

the Chriftian Church, and had, like

C

moft

-^Sermon

lo
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been made much
Nor could the
vvorfe by the Papal Influence
Reformation itfelf extirpate this out of the Minds
inoft other

Corruptions in

it,

:

of Men, where it had a ftrong Root in their natural
Paffions, not eaflly mortified by the Spirit of the
It was allowed to be true, and put freGofpel.
quently into Practice, in all the other Proteftant
Reigns, as well as that we are fpeaking of So that
:

had great Precedents and fome Laws on its Side.
But neither any Precedents nor human Laws could
juftify a Do£f rine, which certainly is contrary to the
Reafon of Things, and the Law of God. He does
not give Authority to any Perfons to force others,
by temporal Penalties or Hardfhips, to profefs, or
do any thing in Religion contrary to their Conit

fciences

:

Becaufe he experts that Religion fhould

and the Service of the Heart. Hypocrify,
which muft be, in many Cafes, the Effedl of Force,
be

free,

Perhaps indeed Penalties, may
be, in fome particular Cafes, of Sen/ice to promote
But this Circumftance can nethe true Religion.
for if any
ver give a Right to the Ufe of them
Sovereign be authorized to ufe them, the Confeis

odious to him.

:

quence muft be, that
the fame Authority
:

all

Sovereigns are vefted with

ture, nor the Gofpel, confine this

one

Prince,

or

Number

Law

of NaAuthority to any

for neither the

of Princes, exclufively cf
others.

mrmmmmmt
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Princes were to ufe

greater Part of

far the

y

Er-

by that general Ufe,

much

exceed the good Effects of it, that it
is not conceivable that God ihould allow any Prince
to ufe them ; except in the Cafe of Errors that directly hurt the Civil State.
Againft thofe indeed
will fo

there

is

Ground

that he allows Penal-

to fuppofe,

or Refti*aints to be employed.

Becaufe otherwife it might happen, that Civil Societies could not
be maintained in the Safety and Peace, which he
deiigns they fhould enjoy.
And from thence it
ties

Princes muft have a Risht to ufe
Force or Reftraints againft thofe Religionifts whofe-

follows, that

Doctrines or Practices naturally tend to do any
Hurt to the Civil State.

But

this

Charge could not be fixed on

Communion with

all

who

Church of England,
Great Numbers of them were peaceable and wellaffected Subjects, on whom, for that Reafon, no

refufed

the

Penalties or Hardfliips could juftly be impofed.

A

proper Toleration for Religious Worfhip ought to
have been allowed to them.
Though the Goveras well in the

Church

might
probably have ufed thefe penal Metliods with good
Intention, yet ftill they were Grievances ; and nei-

nors,

ther the Subjeds,

as in the State,

nor their Reprefentatives, could

C

z

juftly

.
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be blamed for applying to the Throne in a
proper way, to have them redreffed.
But thofe Meafures which might juftly be taken
to maintain the Rights and Liberties of die Subjedls, could not be juftified, when they were employed to deprefs and impair, in too great a Degree, the legal Authority vefted in the Crown :
For that Authority was defigned for the national
Good, and is neceffary to that En*d. It keeps up
the Balance in the Couftitution, by hindering thofe
Encroachments from being made by one Part upon
the other, which, if they were fuffered to go to
any Length, would weaken, diforder, and ruin
the whole.
Thefe ill Effects were actually produced in feveral of the famous Conftitutions of Antiquity
which, though at firft they were limited Monarchies, yet from the Want of fufficient Power in
their Kings, were reduced by Degrees into Governments more and more Democratical, till they fell
into thofe Fa6lions, and Seditions, which popular
Licentioufnefs, when not controlled by fome higher
Power, will always produce, and which generally
end either in the Conqueft of fuch a Nation by

juftly

fome foreign Enemy, or its falling into Servitude
under an arbitrary Monarch of their own.
Thefe

.Houfe of Commons, Jan. 30, 1748-9.
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Thefe Confiderations make it appear,
that it was
not really for the publick Good, to
demand fuch
Abatements, as the Parliament did, in die

Preroaaof the Crown, which had been before
fufficien'tiy
reduced.
Number of Declarations and Laws,
Favour of Liberty, had been obtained.
tive

m

A

The

Grie^-ances fuffered in Matters
both Ecclefiaftical
and Civil, had been redreffed : The
moft folemn

Promifes had been given by the
King, that nothing of that Kind /Lould be
put upon any of his
Subjeds for the future ; the Meeting
of Parliaments
every three Years had been enadted,
whereby

Op-

portunities for

remedying Grievances, and fupporting Liberty, would have been
afforded ; and an
Amnefty had been oiiered, by which all
Perfons
who might fear that they had made themfelves
obnoxious to their Prince, would have
been fecured
againft any Effeds of his Refentment.
In this State of Things, was it
juft to give way
to Sufpicions,

Jealoufies, and Fears, for which
was no fufficient Ground ; to make fuch
Demands as could not be granted, without
great Detriment, both to the Crown,
and to the whole
Conftitution ; to urge thefe Demands
by Tumults
of the Populace, dangerous
to the Perfon and Fa-

there

mily of the King ; and, at
length, to levy War
openly againft him
Undoubtedly, if they had not
.?

ftronger

^Sermon

14

preached

befof^e the

to us,
ftronger Reaions than any that now appear
to God or
their Condud: was not to be juftified
Oppofition to Magiftrates was, even by the

Men.

was not a
wifer Heathens, condemned, when there
Tully f agrees with Plato,^ in
real Neceffity for it..
other
affirming, that they who refill them in any
fupCafe, are like the Ttta7ts, whom the Fables
pofed to have ailaulted Heaven
lliews,

that thefe great

Men,

:

like

Which Paffage
many others in

that
Antiquity, faw, even by the Light of Reafon,
God ;
the Authority of Sovereigns is derived from
maintained
and, generally fpeaking, ought to be
with the higheft Refped ; becaufe, if it be refifted,

Confufion and Rapine, Bloodflied and Mifery, muft
naturally enfue.

In the Cafe of evident Necejftty indeed, when
Means
the Ruin of a Polity could not by any other
be prevented, nor its Welfare be fecured, they
owned, that the Ufe of Force, in Oppofition to
Magiftrates ading againft the Laws, and therefore
without Right, was to be allowed, and even apThey took it to be clearly the Didate of
proved
:

.

Reafon, that Civil Societies were defigned for the
Members,
Safety, Welfare, and Intereft of all their
of the
as far as poiTible ; and that the Authority

Governors of them was granted for thofe Ends

:

From
t

Tull. de Leg.

lib. iii.

:
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From whence

they concluded that the o-eneral
Happinefs was not to be given up to the Abufe of
this Authority, in any Cafe where Refiftance being plainly for the real Benefit of the whole Society,
the far greater Part will concur in making it, and
therefore no ill Effeds, of Moment to the Whole,
can follow from it.
or Oppofition, by any fmall Number of private Perfons, on Account of Grievances
fuffered only by themfelves, muft produce much
P^efiftance,

more Hurt than Good to the Society of which they
are Members.
And as it is the Duty of every

Member
the

of fuch a Society, to prefer the Welfare of

Whole

to hi^

own

;

it

follows, that Refiftance,

in the Cafe laft
ful.

and

mentioned, muft always be unlawBut when the Welfare of a whole Society,

its

legal Conftitution, arc fo far

endangered,

that nothing but Refiftance to the Sovereign can
preferve them, a Regard to the whole is- then the
great Rule, by which the Conduct of every good

Man

ought to be directed.

Now

fuppofing

the Didates of right
fider

them

Maxims to be, as they are,
Reafbn
we may juftly con-

tJiefc

;

as agreeable alfo to

Divine Revelation.
been fiiewn, tliat neither our Saviour, nor his Apoftles, intended to make any Alteration
the Mcafures of Submifllon due to SoveSince

it

has

m

*"^b'
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reigns,

but

left

them

preached before the
as

they were, upon the Foot

of Reafon, and of the Conftitutions in the feveral
Countries to which the Subjects belonged.
Which
Point, however, as it is of great Moment, may be
farther fupported by the following Obfervations.
Firft,

That

if

the facred Writers had defigned

to forbid Refiftance in

all

Cafes, without excepting

thofe wherein Civil Conftitutions muft otherwife

be ruined, and if their Dodrine to this Purpofe had
been fully underftood, it muft foon have made a
great Alteration in all the free Polities that then
did, or ever fhould, fublift among Chriftians.
For
Princes deftrous of abfolute Power would have
hardly failed to take Advantage of the Obligation
which they knew their Subjedls to be under, not
to refift them on any Account : And national
Rights, for which no efiFedlual Defence could be
made, would foon have been fupprefled, and reduced to nothing fo that the Governments, in
all Parts of Chriftendom, however limited they
were before the Subjects embraced the Gofpel, muft
afterwards have been turned into abfolute Monarchies.
This would have been one important Confequence of the Dodlrine now fuppofed to have been
taught by the Apoftles ; and to this, no doubt,
they would have had fome Regard.
:

But^

^
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But, in the fecond Place, they muft alfo
have
known, that the GeneraHty of Mankind had always

thought that Refiftance to Sovereigns was undoubt-edly lawful, whenfoever it was made on
Behalf of a
legal Conftitution, which could not
by any other
Means be preferved. In this Cafe, the Apoftles
would hardly have delivered a contrary Dodrine,
without expreffing it in fuch plain Terms as
could
not well fail to be underftood : Becaufe,
otherwife
they would have fuffered Men to fall into
the Sin
of Refiftance, v^thout having any due Warning
to
avoid it ; which Neglecl, on the Part of the

Apo-

would not have been agreeable to the Goodnefs of their Charader
And therefore they would
either have particularly mentioned the
Cafe of Refiftance, for the Sake of a Community,
and declared againft it, or they would have
expreffed
their Prohibition to refift, in Terms fo
very ftrong,
and fo clearly guarded againft any poffible Exception, that there might be no room to
queftion its
univerfal Extent.
But fmce the Apoftles have neiftles,

:

ther fpecified
prefled

their

the Cafe above mentioned, nor exProhibition of Refiftance in fuch

Terms as admit of no Exception ; fince we know,
on the other Hand, that there were falfe Opinions

among fome
hibitions

which the Apoftles Promight be oppofed, and yet might not be
Chriftians, to

^

defigned

A Sermon
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fmce
Kingdom was
our Saviour's Declaration, that his
that he did
of this World, appears to imply,
defigned to take

iii

all

Cafes of Refiftance

;

not
in the Polities
not intend to make any Alteration
taken toof it ; we may, from thefe Circumftances
facred Writers did
crether, juPdy conclude, that the
Cafes, but to
not defign to forbid Refiftance in all
as it was by
leave that Matter upon the fame Foot
to the Dilates
the Law of Nature. And, according
Sovereigns,
of natural Reafon, though Refiftance to
unlawful,
v/hen it is made by private Perfons, is
of a whole
yet when it is made for the Prefervation
Community, againft unjuft Violence on the Part of

a Sovereign, it^

is

certainly allowed

and approved

by God.
Thefe Obfervations are defigned to juftify a great
Tranfadion, by which our National Conftitution
Eftablifh-was preferved, and on v/hich our prefent

ment

is

founded.

The

Oppofition

made

to the

then upon the Throne, could
had been
not have been avoided, unlefs the Nation
Prince,

who was

up entirely its Freedom, and Rights,
the.
both religious and Civil, and faffer a Polity,
generous V/ork of their Forefathers, and cemented
with their Blood, to be torn in Piece^^, and utterly
refolved to give

prefumed, that this could
Ajid tberefGre they
not be the Intention of God

deftroyed.

They

juftly

:

Jlood

;;
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Jiood faji in the Liberty with which he had 7nade
them free^ and would not be entangled with the Yoke

We now have the Benefit of their
of Bo?ulage -f.
noble Spirit, and Enlargement of Mind, and may
it be continued to thofe who fucceed us in all fuAges
But this great Event ought not to be applied to
juftify undue Oppofition to Sovereigns, when there
is neither any Need, nor juft Caufe for making it
ture

!

which,

as far as

we can judge, may be

the Beo-innino; of the
feries

this

Day

War

lamented.

upon

that brought

truly faid of

on the Mi-

The Reafons

alledged

were either not true, or not
fufficient.
They were not for the real Benefit of
the Nation.
It's Conftitution, Peace, and Welfare micrlit have been fecured v/ithout the Guilt of
a Civil War ; and therefore the making it muft in
general be condemned ; though, under the ftrong
Sufpicions and Fears, that fever^l well-meaning
Perfons had, about the Continuance of very great
Danger, both to the Nation and themfelves, their
Condud may admit of fome Excufe. But when
the ambitious and wicked Defigns of the principal
Managers came to appear, and plainly tended to
fubvert the Foundations of our antient Conftitution
when, after the ftjongeft Proteftations to the confor entering

it

D
•}-

Galat. V.

I.

2

trary,

20
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Violence was done to the Perfon of the
King, which the Laws reprefent as in all Cafes
facred \ when this Violence was extended even
to Murder, with the utmoft Aggravations of In-

trary,

dignity and Infult

;

when Royalty

itfelf

was, with

Contempt of all Law, and Right, abolifhed in Form ; and Tyranny over the Confciences and Fortunes of the greater Part of the

litter

Nation,

was exercifed

in

its

ftead

when

;

the

utmoft Coniulions in Religion were encouraged,
and tlie Majefty of God was affronted by Hypocrify far more vile than any the World had known
before ; can any thing be offered to vindicate, or
even excufe thefe Proceedings ? No
All good
Men will ever regard them with Detefliation And
it is with great Reafon that our Laws have endeavoured to prevent the Infamy that our Nation
would otherwife have fuffered, by publickly declaring, that all the mofl: fhocking and barbarous
Parts of them were not the Ad:s of the Nation in
general, nor of its Reprefentatives, but only of a
fmall Number of them, who by odious Hypocrify,
and lawlefs Force, had gotten the Power from all
the reft ; which every one {killed in this Part of
our Fliftory, muft know to have been true.
However, it is certainly a Duty incumbent on
tlie Nation in general, to make a right Vi^ of thefe
!

:

paft
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by endeavouring to prevent any DifWith which
pofitions to the like for the future.

part Troubles,

View

it

requiiite

is

though indeed,

feriouily

to

conlider,

that

in order to fecure the Welfare of

God

of Extremity,
allow fuch Reliftance to be made to the Governors
of them, as is necefTary to that End ; yet he does
Civil Societies,

v/ithal

moff

in Cafes

does,

that in

ftridlly require,

the

common

Courfe of Things, Submiffion and Obedience, EIoRour and AfFedion, be paid to them, as his Vicegerents, whofe Charadler and Authority he will
duly fupport
And therefore, if their Subjects
:

either a6t contrary to their
fail in

Duty towards them,

the Performance of any Part of

certainly

fall

under

it,

or

they will

his fevere Indignation.

The Duty

of Subjects in every Country is fettled
by the Laws and Ufages of it ; but ought alfo to be
performed in the Spirit of Chriftianity, which
teaches us, that JVhatever
heartily^

The

we

do^

we

Jljould do

it

as unto the Lo7'dj a?id not u?ito Me?i \,

of thefe Courfes is taken by thofe who,
while they pay outv/ard SubmifBon to a Prince,
acknowledge his Title, and promife him Allegiance, are yet in their Hearts difafled:ed to him,
wifh ill Succefs to his Undertakings, endeavour to
afperfe or detract from liis Charader, mifreprefent
latter

every
•[•

Colof,

ii*.

23,

-^Sermon

22

preached before the

every Part of his Condud:, falfely impute to

him

Defigns, raife Jealoufies and Fears in the

finifter

Minds of

his Subjects,

corrupt their Principles, and

ahenate their Affedions.
Thefe Things may be
done with too much Effed, under Covert and Protedion of our national Liberty ; and they who thus
as a Cloak for their Malicioufiefs^ may pleafe
themfelves in thinking they do it without Danger.

life it

them remember that One who is higher than
the higheft on Earth, regards their Works, fees the
Bottom of their Hearts, and will certainly hereafter
require an Account of all the malignant Words and
But

let

Ad:ions that have efcaped with Impunity here.
To
this Great Account all Men who have not quite a-

bandon'd
a

View

;

lerious

Thoughts

will at

and be influenced by

fome Times have

it,

not only to for-

bear fuch grofs Violations of their

Duty

Sovereign, but carefully to perform

in all refpeds,

it

to

their

they can, by rendering him the Service,
Honour, and AfFedion which the Laws of the

as far as

Land, and of Chriftianity, require.
It is our Happinefs that the Laws, which determine die Meafures of our Obedience, are very well
known, and can hardly be in any Cafe grievous to
us, becaufe they have been, for the moft part, made
by Perfons chofen to reprefent our Anceftors or
ourfelves ; which Reafon obliges us to be more willing
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ing to obey tliefe Laws, and will make us more
The wifeft Men
blameable ir we tranfgrefs them.
in thofe Nations of old, which had the moft Free-

dom

and beft prefer v'd it, were folUcitous to imprefs upon the Minds of the People a Reverence
and Attachment to the Laws of their Countr}^

They

them as having their Authority
from Heaven itfelf which indeed is true of all Lawii
It is not therefore
that are for the Pubhck Good.
reprefented

;

to be thought an indifferent Matter whether they

be obeyed or not.
As long as they are in force, the
Obfervance of them ought to be made a Point of
Confcience: And the utter Unconcern of many a~
mong us, in this Refpeft, is the Symptom of a
great Diforder in the Nation, Vv^hich, if it be not
It is the lefs
remedied, muft have very ill Effects.
to be excufed, becaufe our Sovereign himfelf is al~
ways attentive to make the Laws the Rules of his
Government, and expects nothing from us but what
is entirely agreeable to them.
Far from attempting
to undermine or impair our Liberty in any refpedr^
lie difcovers in the general Tenour of his Condud:
a noble Franknefs and Greatnefs of Mind, a ilrid:

Regard

and Honour, and the higheft
Courage, tempered with Goodncfs and Affection to
his People,
Such Difpofitions can never ccnlift
with Thoughts of oppreffiug or injuring thofe v/ho
to Juftice

are

J
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On

are under his Protedlion.

the contrary, from

the whole Courfe of his Reign

clear,

it is

beyond

their lafting

on providing for
Safety and Happinefs ; which excellent

Dilpofitions

He

doubt, that his Heart

intent

is

appears to have tranfmitted to his

Royal Defcendants.

And muft we

not then be
guilty of Ingratitude in a high Degree, if we are
wanting in any Part of our Duty to him ? We are
certainly under as ftrong Engagements as can be
laid
all

upon any

Subjedls in general, both to pay,

Occalions,

that are due to
all

the

on

Honour and Reverence
His Majefty, and to ferve him in

the higheft

Ways we can with

Fidelity

and AfFedtion

;

not only by our conftant and earneft Prayers for a

long and happy Continuance of his Reign, but by
our Endeavours in our feveral Stations, to aid and
facilitate the Exercife of his Government, and put
a Stop to any Corruptions that tend to the Difturbance or Detriment of it.

One

of

this

Sort

is,

Words of my Text,
the Payment of Tribute.

particularly fuggefted

by

having been fpoken of
It is the pernicious, but
too frequent, Pradlice, of defrauding the King of
of the Guftoms afligned for the Support of his Government.
If private Property ought to be inviolate,
how much more facred ought that to be

the

which

is

as

veiled in the Sovereign

for the

public

Good ?
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great Iniquity of breaking in

'^r
"3

upon

it

by every Man who thinks at
all: And therefore if any continue in this Courfe
they muft have got above the Reproaches of their
ConfcienceSj and fo will proceed from one Crime

mull be feen

to another,

clearly

till,

at length,

they will

come

to be,

Experience has fhewn that too many are, quite
hardned and abandon'd to the greateft Wickednefs.
as

It

is

certainly the

Concern of

all

good

Men

to for-

by purchafing Goods
They ought, on the confo unlawfully acquired.
trary, to take all Occauons of declaring how bafe
and criminal it is to follow this, or any fuch Methods of priv^ate Gain, to the Detriment of the
Public; and they are yet more obliged to give Ex-amples of a public Spirit, and of all other focial
Virtues, which will naturally tend to fupport this
Eftablifhment and make the Nation powerful and
happy, and are indeed the only Things that can do
it with any great and lafting Effedl.
Thefe Hints
bear encouraging

are

all

that

give of our

this Practice,

my Time

Duty

at prefent will allow

me

to

to the King,

To GOD,

our {incerefl: Thanks are due for the
Happinefs of our prefent Condition, in full Enjoyment of the Light of the Goipel, of Liberty and
Peace, the moft juftly valued Advantages in Life.

His Providence fignally interpofed in delivering our
E
Nation
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Nation from the Troubles and Miferies this Day
remember'd, without permitting its Conftitution in
either of

its

Parts,

Eccleiiafticai or Civil, to be al-

The

Mercy was afterwards vouchfafed in Circumflances of Danger
that feem'd not to be avoided And this latter Deliverance has been followed and confirmed by feveral other Events in our Favour, which have reach'd
Thefe Bleffings are
almoft to the prefent Time.
fo great, that Acknov/ledgements of them in Words
alone, on this or any like Occafion, are far from

tered for the worfe.

like great

:

God certainly expeds
being fufficient Returns.
that when a Nation has been fo much favour'd, its
Gratitude fhould be lliewn by exerting its Endeavours to promote His Glory, which chiefly confifts

and moral Impro\^ement of ManAs we have Advantages greater than moft
kind.
other Nations about us, we ought to excel them in
Piety and Virtue.
But if inftead of doing that, we
imitate and exceed them in their Corruptions, if
we fall into as great Immorality as they, and greater Unbelief as to the Truths of Religion ; what are
we to exped: but God's juft Indignation, and that
he will deprive us of thofe eminent Bldlrngs we
in the fpiritual

have hitherto enjoyed.
If he fhould refolve to punifh us as we deferve,
it is not difficult to conjedure the Way in which it

may
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We

n^ed only to be left to the
be done.
Infidelity and Vice will proFruit of our Doings.
Our
duce, foment, and ftrengthen each other.
Wealth and Plenty will be fquander'd and exhaufted by Luxury and Profufion; Diftrefs and Indigence will be the Portion of Numbers among us,
who have been accuftoin'd to better Things; and
the rough and ftrong Spirits of the People of this
Nation, when under fuch PrefTures, will not fink,
or be dejedled and broken: Many would ftruggle
with what they would reckon to be their ill Fortune ; would grow difafi'edled even to thofe who
had no hand in bringing it upon them, and would
go into any Meafures to better their Condition.
They would have no regard to Liberty, which, in

would lofe the Satisfaction attending it.
They would acl in opposition to the Interefts of it,
and even to thofe of Religion itfelf. And as Numbers would probably be thus difpofed, there would
always be danger of Seditions and Tumults; and
Encourac^ement would be oiven to the Enemies of
the Nation to form Defigns and Attempts againft it.
Thefe are Dangers which every one who looks forward has reafon to apprehend They may, indeed,
their Cafe,

:

be kept off for a Time ; but fooner or later they
will certainly come, unlefs there be due Proviiion

E

2

againft
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^

•

i-i-i

them

againft
loves his

which, therefore, every one
Country will endeavour to make.
;

The Method moft
End,

is

likely to

to cultivate the

who

be eftedual to

Growth of Piety and Vir-

Body of the People; for thefe will,
fome Meafure, counterwork and prevent the
tue in

this

the

in
ill

Confequences of Vice and Unbelief.
Men will be
then fober, induftrious and frugal, duly refpe6lful
to their Superiors, faithful, and juft and benevolent
to

all

their

and

;

as thefe Virtues will

make them

eafy in

Fortunes, they will love Order, Peace and

and be heartily attached to the prefent Eftabliihiment ; by which they are protected againft
Perfecution in Spiritual Matters and Tyranny in Civil, and made capable of acquiring, in a competent
Degree, whatever is conducive to the real Happinefs of this Life, as well as of that which is to
come.
It muft indeed be own'd, that however delirable
national Virtue and Religion may be, they are not

Safety,

without Difficulty raifed again when they are fallen
very low.
New Laws would hardly be fufficient
to produce this Effed:.
For they would foon be,
like many good ones at prefent in Force, but little
regarded or put into Execution.
The chief Thing
likely to be oi Serviceis, the good Example of Perfons of Rank.
Thouo-h
that indeed would not
ID
have
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on the right Side as the wrong;
If the Generality
yet it would have a good deal.
of Perfons of Diftindlion would agree to do their
Part, the Confequence would be exceedingly good.
It would be fo, for inftance, if they would be frequent in attending the public Worfhip of God. At
havT

fo

Effect

prefent the Civil Eftablifhment of Religion

fails,

great meafure, of having the EfFed: for which

in
it

was defign'd ; becaufe fo great Numbers abfent
themfelves from public Worfhip.
When the lower
People obferve it to be negleded by thofe above
them, they make no fcruple to follow their Exam-

And yet this Worfliip is certainly enjoin'd even
by the Law of Nature; which appears from the

ple :

good Effeds which it naturally tends to have upon
the bulk of Mankind.
Many of them have no other
Way but this, to be inftrudied in the Truths and
Duties of Religion. Some, by obferving the Attention, Fervour and Humiliation pradlifed by good
Men in thefe Aflemblies may, themfelves, take advantageous ImprefTions.
different

mon

Ranks

Father,

good tmto

ally

for the

who^

may

The meeting of Men of
Worfhip of God their com-

without RefpeEi of Pe?fons^ is
tend to abate the high Thoughts

of the Great, and infpire them with Charity and
Condefccnfion tov/arcs their poor Brethren; while
tliefe

are

taught to fabmit to the Appointment of
Diviap
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Divine Providence, w^hich obliges them to preferve
a due Refped: for thofe above them, and employ
their Labours and their Prayers to God on their behalf, in return for the Advantages which they reAs thefe Difpofitions tend to
ceive from them.
promote the Glory of God, and the Welfare of
Men, v/e may juftly prefume that he requires the
Worfhip that tends to produce them. Men, as they
are Members of a Civil Society, are plainly obliged
to join with their Fellow-Subjedls in Prayers to God
for the Mercies and Benefits of which the Community ftands in need,

and

to return their

Acknow-

All
ledgments for thofe that have been received.
civilized Nations have been of this Opinion; and
the Pradice of the wife and good Men among them
has been, in all Ages, fuitable to it. The Chriftian
Religion not only requires Men to affemble together for God's public Worfliip, and the Participation of that Sacrament of the Eucharift, which he
has ordained as the Token and Means of their Spiritual Union, but farther obliges them to continue
this Pradice to fome degree, even w^hen it may be
dangerous to their Fortunes or their Lives in Times

of f Perfecution.
It

is

rioufly

hoped that Perfons of Rank will feconsider their Obligations in this Refped
and
to be

t Heb.

X. 25.
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and will do what a Regard to the Honour of God
and the Advantage of Mankind requires plainly at
their Hands.
Nor ought they to be wanting to
take proper Care, that thofe Things
of God belonging to this Service, to which our Lord, in the Words

of my Text, appears to have had a particular View,
be rendered to him.
As the Things that were cJ-^

farsy meant the Tribute to be paid to him; fo the
like Phrafe, the Things that were God's, had
reference to a Tribute that was due to God.
It was
the half Shekel that was annually paid by every
Jew
above twenty Years old to the Temple at Jerufalem.

And was

defigned to provide the Sacrifices with other Things, at that Time requifite, in the
pubhc
Worlhip.
When this Tribute was demanded from
our Saviour liimfelf, Matt.xvil
25. he obferv'd,
24,

being the Son of God, he might juftly
have exempted himfelf from the Payment; but,
neverthelefs, thought fit to make it; by which
he
intended to teach his Followers, how careful they
ought to be to provide for the Maintenance of that
that,

as

Chriftian Service

which was foon to fucceed to

this

m

of the Temple, and was to be kept up
all Ages
of his Church.
This great Example, enforcedly
Ibme Precepts to the fame Purpofc in the Writings'
of the Apoftles, had fuch an Effed: upon the primi-^
live Cliriftians,

that they never faii'd to

make voluntary
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luntary Contributions, fufficient to maintain a pub-

Worfhip and Miniftry, till their Religion hiid
been eftablifhed by the Civil State. Since that
Time Revenues of a different Kind have been fettled for this Ufe in each Chriftian Country, and as
they have been folemnly devoted to God, they may
juftly be conlidered as the Things of God\ I mean,
lic

fo long as they continue to be really ufeful to his

Service :

that he

For, in that Cafe,
is

we may juftly prefume

willing to retain his Property in them.

And

while he does fo, it muft be finful, in a high
Degree, to break in upon it.
The Perfons who are
vefted with his Authority are certainly concern'd to

be Guardians of

his Right.

In Cafes of great Im-

may be

taken with
relation to it, as the Intereft of Religion, and the
Public require, and as he may be juftly prefumed
Of thefe, the Legiflators are the proto approve.
per Judges ; but they ought to judge as in the Caufe
of God, to whom they muft render an Account of

portance, indeed, fuch Meafures

their Proceedings.

They ought

to take Care,

that

thofe facred Revenues be not diminiilied by Fraud,

Want

of Protedion, but be duly preferved, and applied to the Ufes for which they were
defigned ; and withal, that the Perfons who are inNegle6l, or

titled to receive

Duty,

them

ftiall

attend and perform their

fo as to edify the People

committed to

their

Charge,

.

ii jMii
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done, our Spiritual Efta-

fo well fitted to

promote the Knowledge and Pradice of Religion among the People,
and is fo agreeable to the Model of the State, that
is

if it receives

due Credit and Support from the

fre-

quent Attendance of Perfons of Rank at the public
Worfhip, it can hardly fail to have very good Effedts

on the Nation

in general.

The

Prejudices of

fome Proteftants againft it are likely to decline and
wear oiF by degrees; as they fee a truly Chriftian
Spirit in thofe

of the Eftablifhment, wiUing to receive with Candour and Refped: any Difpofitions
or Advances to them ; and fuch a Spirit there is
at
prefent, backward to nothing but to Unfettlement

and Innovation.

Upon

thefe,

as being often

dan-

gerous, true Friends of their Country will feldom be
inclined to venture without Neceffity.
But gentle
tod rational Applications to cultivate true Principles,

and

Affedions, among their Fellow-Subjeds
they will be ready to employ upon all Occafions,''and
focial

havehopesthat,indoingit,theyrnallmeetwithSuccefs,
If

fome

in the Eftabliihment

have Prejudices and
Refentments of a different kind, it will hardly be
poilible that they fliould retain them for
any long
time,

when

Eftabliihment

they
is

fericufly

built

confider,

that

this

upon the Ground of pubHc

Happinefs; and that if it ever.ihould be fubverted,
Popery joined with arbitrary Pov/er, and followed

F

by

vi/Sermon
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and abjed Servitude,
would enter at the Breach, and be fixed upon the
Nation, perhaps without Remedy, for Ages to come.
It is not poffible that any dilpaflionate ferious Men
can be willing to venture the SufFering thefe Evils
upon little Piques or Views of private temporal Intereft, at beft uncertain, and quite unimportant to
thofe who have any true Regard to their prefent
Country, or to a far better, eternal in the Hea«
vens. They who enlarge their Views to thefe Things
will fee the Folly and great Iniquity of the Proceedings, to which the Warmth of their Paffions
may incite them ; and will be fenfible of the Meafures
which both their* Spiritual and Temporal Intereft
fhould engage them to purfue. And if they be once

by

unrelenting- Perfecution,

•

truly fenfible of them, their Pradice will be agree-

The Minds of Men

able to them.

and mofe reconciled to each

other.

will be

The

more

oppofite

Extremes of Parties among us will be carried by the
Weight of Reafon and Intereft towards the Mean,
and be nearly, if not entirely, united. The Foundations of the Eftabliihment will be ftrengthened

the Nation will be able to fupport

itfelf

againft all

Foreign and Domeftic Enemies, if any of the
latter fliould remain; and by the Bleffing of God,
its Liberty, Religious and Civil, will be tranfmitted
its

to late Pofterity.

Amen.
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