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RETURN
(158)

To an Order of the House of Commons, dated the 2Yth April, 1885 :

—

For copies of Correspondence of a recent date between the Superin-

tendent-G-eneral of Indian Affairs and the Agent of the Department

in British Columbia, or any other person, upon the subject of estab-

lishing Indian Schools in said Province.

By Command.

HECTOR L. LANOEVIN,
Department of the Secretary of State, Acting Secretary of State.

Ottawa, 14th July, 1885.

School for Indian Girls.

New Westminster, B.C., 8th November, 1833.

Mr Dear Sir,—I have the honor to lay before you a proposed scheme for the

establishment of a school for Indian girls, in connection with the Church of England
mission to Indians at Lytton, B.C., and to request your kind recommendation of the

same to the Department at Ottawa.
I have had the scheme under consideration for two years past, but owing to the

resignation of the Rev. J. B. Good and the delay which has been unavoidable in

supplying his place, I have not felt warranted in making any definite proposal until

now.
While there was no missionary in charge, I felt it inexpedient to proceed with

the establishment of a school.

Now, however, two clergymen have been appointed, who will arrive in the
Province, I hope, about the end of February, and allowing them a month or two to
establish themselves, I think the school may be started in the course of next summer.

As it may naturally occur to you to ask why, in the inauguration of any such
work, precedence should be given to girls rather than boys, I would like to explain

that 1 fully appreciate the importance of educational work amongst boys, and am
aiming to provide lor it at the first opportunity, but I see no reason for deferring
similar work amongst girls, when opportunity offers, because circumstances are not
yet ripe for its prosecution in regard to boys.

The circumstances which have enabled me to propose the establishment of a
^T school for girls are as follows :

—

* A year or two ago a report of mine to the Society for the Propagation of the
Gospel, in which I spoke of the wants of our Indian mission, was published, and a
copy came into the hands of the Mother Superior of the Ditchingham House of
Mercy. She put herself into communication with my commissaries in England, and
the result was an offer to establish a branch community of three Sisters at Lytton, or
elsewhere in the Indian district, for the industrial training and education of Indian
girls.

The offer included the payment of all expenses of travel from England to this

Province, and the maintenance of the community for a period of two years. I had
no hesitation in accepting this noble offer at once, and the woik would have been
proceeded with then and there but for the retirement of Mr. Good.
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The vacancy having now been filled up, I am about writing to the Mother
Superior, inviting the party to make preparations for leaving England next spring.

The purpose of this communication is to appeal to the Department for assistance

in the erection and fitting up of a suitable building for this institution.

After mature consideration aud consultation with the Indians themselves, I have
come to the conclusion that if we can erect permanent buildings for the purpose at
once it should be at Lytton, which has always been regarded as the centre of the
mission, and where the largest number of the people reside.

Whereabouts in Lytton, is another question which has yet to be decided. I feel

very strongly that it snould be removed some little distance from the town, as other-

wise there would be the difficulty and inconvenience of parents and friends continu-

ally congregating about the doors, to the subversion of discipline and the hindrance
of work.

The church has property about one mile out of Lytton, on the road towards
Yale, on which the Indian church now stands. I think the institution would be well
placed there.

In the event of our applying for assistance to the church at home, it would be
an essential condition that the premises were on freehold land, held in trust for the
church, and this is certainly an important consideration, which should not be left out
of account in fixing the site. At the same time, there is Government land in the

immediate neighborhood, on which, if the Department preferred it, the buildings

could be erected, and we could hold them on lease. Only in this case I could apply
no church money on buildings, being debarred by the above condition.

I have talked to the Indians throughout the district on the subject of the school,

and I do not anticipate any difficulty in obtaining pupils ; in fact, 1 fully expect that

the difficulty will rather be an excess of candidates. I propose providing for fifty,

in the first instance, and I estimate the cost of necessary buildings at $1,500, and
fitting up at $500.

This is a very low estimate, but I think it will prove sufficient, with economy,
but it is my own calculation, not a builder's, and it will only supply a very plain

structure.
• The maintenance of the children I estimate at from $1.50 to $2 per week each.

This is a big scheme indeed, but I am not afraid of being able to carry it out
successfully if only I am backed substantially at the commencement.

Only let me be able to launch it successfully, and I will engage to secure public

interest enough to keep it afloat.

I refrain,entirely from speaking of the necessity of the work, or the benefits

likely to accrue from it, because you can judge of these even better than I, and your
recommendation of them to the Department will be far weightier than mine.

We have only to look at the United States to see what can be done in the
direction of elevating the Indian by such institutions, and it is no credit to us that

similar efforts have been wanting so long amongst ourselves.

The willingness of the Government to aid in such a work I do not question for a

moment ; their only hesitation will probably be about my capacity in executing it.

To meet this, I would suggest that you and the Indian agents for this district,

i.e., Mr. Henry Cornwall and Mr. House, should form, with myself, a Board of Super-

intendence, with collective responsibility.

Begging your hearty interest, I remain, my dear Sir, faithfully yours,

A. W., NEW WESTMINSTER.
J. W. Powell, Esq., M.D., Indian Superintendent, Victoria.

Indian Office, Victoria, B.C., 10th December, 1884.

Sir,—With reference to the money due the Yankee Flat Indians for timber cut

by Mr. Onderdonk on their reserve, I have the honor to inform you, that I have
succeeded in effecting a settlement for the sum of $783.50, being the amount, as

originally returned by Mr. Agent Cornwall, as due the Indians.
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In accordance with the direction contained in your letter of the 29th ult., No.
16122, I have written to His Lordship the Bishop of New Westminster that the

money may be accordingly expended as requested by the Indians, under the condi-

tions named in your communication.
I have the honor to be, Sir, your obedient servant,

J. W. POWELL, Indian Superintendent.

Hon. the Superintendent-General of Indian Affairs.

Indian Office, Victoria, B.C., 15th December, 1884.

Sir,—With reference to your letter of the 29th ultimo, No. 16122, on the subject

of the proposed industrial school in connection with the Church of England, under

the direction of His Lordship the Bishop of New Westminster, and reminding me
that no reply has been given to your request for information in a previous letter

upon this subject, I beg to state, for your information, that His Lordship the Bishop

has expressed a desire to confer with me before giving his views* As soon, however,

as I can get an opportunity of seeing the bishop, and also Mr. Lomas, who is visiting

a distant part of his agency, I will lose no time in attending to your instruction upon
this matter.

I have the honor to be, Sir, your obedient servant,

J. W. POWELL, Superintendent Indian Affairs.

Right Hon. the Superintendent-General Indian Affairs.

Maple Bay, 27th December, 1884.

Sir,—In accordance with your telegram, I met the Eev. Mr. Eoberts, but wo
could make no estimate of the annual amount likely to be required for an orphanage
or an industrial school on Kuper Island, until it is known whether the New England
Society are willing to enter into the project.

Mr. Eoberts has, I believe, written to the society, explaining the good that

might be done by an institution of the kind ; and should they be willing to erect

suitable buildings to accommodate, say, twenty children, I presume the Department
would be willing to assist in the expense of their support and education.

This would not be an expensive undertaking, and, if found successful, might be
extended at any time, and I have no doubt the Kuper Island Indians could be induced
to reserve, say, fifty acres of land, adjoining that of the New England Society, to be
used at a future time as an industrial farm. In this matter I should strongly urge
that an institution of this kind be commenced as an orphanage, as by this means
many destitute children would be provided for, and the attenance at school
would be constant, which has never yet been the case in an Indian school in the
agency.

I have the honor to be, Sir, your obedient servant,

W. H. LOMAS, Indian Agent.

J. W. Powell, Esq., M.D., Supt. Indian Affairs, Victoria, B.C.

Yale Yicarage, B.C., 29th February, 1884.

My Lord,—In obedience to Your Lordship's instructions, I have this day visited
the tribe of Indians resident at a place called Yankee Flat, situate 29 miles above
Yale, and I herewith enclose a document signed by all the " householding " men of
the tribe, requesting the Indian agent to make over to Your Lordship certain moneys
due to them from the Canadian Pacific Eailway Company for the purpose of estab-
lishing a school for their children close to their village.

I also inspected the proposed site for the school, and find it in every way suitable.
The school, when established, will also be in a good position for receiving the

children of three neighboring tribes.

I append a formal report of my visit, and remain
Your Lordship's faithful servant,

DAEEELL H. W. HOELOCK.
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29th February, 1884.

We, the undersigned Indians of Yankee Flat, desire a certain sum of money, due
to us per Mr. Onderdonk (being about $700, more or less), to be paid over to the

Lord Bishop of New Westminster, for the purpose of building and establishing a day
school for our children in the neighborhood of our village.

As witness our marks this twenty-ninth day of February, 1884 :

—

his his

Soie (Chief) X William (by Soie) X
mark. mark.

Queensutka " Speokah " "

Kal-a-lask " Utspulow "

Tsuesh " Yom Hiopah (by Soie) "

Kleopoh " Quinegah " "

Andrew |C Simlak "

McCann " Queethah "

Queesk (by Soie) " Kaspahan u

Saak " " Towtah "

Kalwem " " Allsee "

Mayask " " Holiere (by Soie) "

Klamuken " "

Signed by the above Indians, at Yankee Flat, in presence ot

DARRELL W. H. HORLOCK, Vicar of Yale,

E. PEARSON, J. P.
EDWIN LENCH WRIGHT, Indian Missionary, Fraser River.

$ew Westminster, 7th March, 1884.

Sip,—I have the honor to enclose a document (original), signed by twenty-three
male householders at Yankee Flat, and witnessed by E. Pearson, Esq

, J.P., and two
clergymen, which will, I think, be sufficient to show the wishes of the Indians with
regard to the sum of money owing to them by the railroad contractor.

I also enclose a copy of a letter received from the Rev. D. H. W. Horlock, whom
I commissioned to make enquiries into the circumstances under which an application
had been made to you by the Rev. Father Le Jeune.

I am, Sir, your obedient servant,

A. W., NEW WESTMINSTER.
J. W. Powell, Esq., M.D., Indian Superintendent.

New Westminster, 30th July, 1884.

My Dear Sir John Macdonald,—If any apology is necessary for addressing you
privately in public affairs, I make it with all deference ; at the same time, however,
explaining that I did not mark this private for my own sake, but for yours. An
official letter you might feel obliged to notice officially. A private letter you can
deal with as you deem advisable ; and I am prepared to write to you officially on the
subject if you desire it.

My subject is the management of Indian affairs in this Province, or rather within
this diocese, for that is all that concerns me, or about which I have any right to

complain

.

And my complaint is, that in matters of the deepest importance and interests to

the Indians, I cannot excite the faintest interest in the Department, nor obtain more
than the barest acknowledgment of my communications.

I shall spend, for example, this year, between $3,000 or $4,000 for Indian
improvement, money raised by myself for the purpose, while there is not a single

circumstance connected with that work wherein I have derived an atom of assistance
or encouragement from the Indian Department.

This seems to me not only a just cause of complaint,|but also a lamentable waste
of means, for unquestionably Church and State, by harmony of action, could together
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accomplish far greater results than either of them single handed. But the State not
only rejects all my offers of co-operation, but sits with folded hands besides.

The superior officials of the Department consist of a superintendent and three

agents. The superintendent is permanently resident in Victoria, following a pro-

fession, and paying an annual visit to the mainland, rushing through with all

possible haste. One agent, Mr. McTiernay, a Eoman Catholic, is, I believe, doing
his work faithfully and industriously, travelling most of his time, and acquainted

almost individually with the Indians under his charge.

The other two resigned their appointments many months ago, and although I

believe that one of them has been replaced, the new agent has not yet entered upon
his duties, and the districts are being absolutely neglected meanwhile.

I could have suggested excellent men for both appointments, and with my
knowledge of the Indians and the duties of the office of agent, could probably have
made better suggestions than anyone else ; but I suppose our local parliamentary
magnates, who scarcely know an Indian from a Chinaman, would stand aghast at

such a thought. My work among the Indians is educational as well as religious.

I am founding schools for both girls and boys, in which they will be trained as

school teachers in their respective villages. I am bringing out teachers from Eng-
land, two clergymen and three ladies, for the work. The clergy are already here

;

the ladies arrive in September.
I laid this work fully before the Department in November last, in a letter to the

superintendent at Victoria, of which I received an official acknowledgement, and I
have never heard anything further. I imagined that I had the right to make
application for Government help in such a matter, and that my application would
meet with some consideration. It is a matter in which I am no more interested,

personally, than you are. It is a public matter, concerning the welfare of large

numbers of Her Majesty's subjects, but Her Majesty's Government do not feel

interested enough in it even to encourage the church in prosecuting it.

Again, in March last, certain Indians applieuMto me, respecting some money due
to them from the railroad contractor, asking me to apply it to the purpose of educa-
tion. I forwarded their petition to the superintendent, and from that time to this

no action has been taken.

The Indians do not understand circumlocution or official delays. They simply
know that the money is owing to them and is withheld by somebody. I am com-
pelled, therefore, to write to you, over the head of the superintendent, and not
particularly with regard to the points I have specified, but generally to a«k you
whether it is not possible to galvanize the Indian Department into some measure of
vigorous life. The appropriation is amply sufficient for the purpose, but it is miser-

ably wasted in practice. One active man could easily do the work of the superin-

tendent and his three agents, and the pay then would attract the fittest person, and
one who would give his whole time to the work.

As it is, superintendents and agents, with other interests to serve besides their

official ones, are beset by temptations to which no man ought to be exposed, and
which few men are able to resist.

I have written ao briefly as was possible, out of consideration for your time. I
don't often trouble you, and I never trouble you without occasion. I am simply in

earnest in the matter, and desire to do as much good as possible in my generation.

With hearty good wishes, believe me, yours faithfully and fraternally,

A. W., NEW WESTMINSTEK.

Department of Indian Affairs, Ottawa, 2nd August, 1884.

Sift,—I have to request that you will be good enough to inform me, at your
earliest convenience, at what points in British Columbia you would consider it advis-

able to establish industrial schools, not to exceed, in all, three in number—for instruc-

tion, besides in the ordinary branches of education, in trades and agriculture, so far

as Indian boys are concerned, and in sewing and other industries in which females
usually engage in, so far as respects Indian girls.
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I should also like to have a carefully prepared estimate from you of the cost,

-which, in your opinion, the establishment of a school of the above description, at
each point that may be recommended by you, would involve, giving the details on
which your estimate of cost is based.

I am, &c,
L. YANKOTJGHNET, Deputy Minister Indian Affairs

J. W. Powell, Esq., Indian Superintendent, Victoria, B. C.

Department of Indian Affairs, Ottawa, 21st October, 1884.

Sir,—A statement has been made to the Superintendent-General, by His Lord*
ship the Bishop of New Westminster, that His Lordship has brought out teachers
from England, two clergymen and three ladies, with the object of founding training
schools for Indian boys and girls, to act eventually as school teachers in their respec-
tive villages. That His Lordship laid this work fully before you, in a letter
addressed to you in November last, and of this letter he received an official acknow-
ledgement, but has never heard anything further about the matter. His Lordship
would appear, from his letter, to have applied to you for Government assistance in his
undertaking.

Upon reference to the records of this Department, I cannot find that any com-
munication of the above matter has been received from you.

His Lordship further states that in March last he forwarded to you a petition
from certain Indians, respecting some money due them from the railway contractor.
That the petition asked that the same might be applied to purposes of education

;

that from ihat time to this no action had been taken in this matter. The records of
the Department fail to shew that any communication has been received in the matter.
I have to request that you will report on the above statements of His Lordship the
Bie-hop of New Westminster, at your earliest convenience.

1 am, &c,
L. YANKOUGHNET.

J. W. Powell, E^q., Irdian Superintendent, Yictoria, B. C.

Indian Office, Yictoria, B.C., 12th November, 1884.

Sir,—Adverting to the last paragraph of your letter of the 21st ult. (No 16122),
which relates to the complaint of the Bishop of New Westminster, as to the petition

of certain Indians to have some moneys alleged to be due them from the railway
contractor for timber cut on their reserve applied to the building of a school house
thereon, I have the honor to acquaint you that up to the present time no moneys
have been received on the acceunt referred to by the Bishop—the contractor disput-

ing the statement of the Indians as to the trees cut. The matter is still a subject

of enquiry and correspondence between this office and Mr. Onderdonk.
I have the honor to be, Sir, your obedient servant,

J. W. POWELL, Superintendent Indian Affairs.

Eight Hon. the Superintendent-General of Indian Affairs, &c.

Department of Indian Affairs, Ottawa, 29th November, 1884.

Sir,—I beg to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 12th inst., in reply
to mine of the 21st ult., relative to the petition of certain Indians that moneys due
them from the railway contractor for timber cut on their reserve, which is situated

about 29 miles above Yale, at a place called Yankee Flat, should be paid over to His
Lordship the Bishop of New Westminster, for the purpose of establishing a school

for Indian children close to the village of those Indians. I note that you state the
contractor is still disputing the Indians' claim as to the number of trees cut on the
reserve in question, %nd that the matter still forms a subject of inquiry and coi res*

pondence between the Indian Office at Yictoria and the contractor, Mr. Onderdonk.
I have to suggest that it would be well for the Indian agent for the locality to pro-
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ceed to the spot and definitely ascertain, from the number of stumps, the cumber of

trees that were cut by Mr. Onderdonk, and so close the matter. With regard to the
Indians' proposition to hand over the money realized from the trees to the Bishop of

New Westminister, to be expended in the manner proposed, I have to inform you
that this would be contrary to the usage of the Department, and could not properly

be done. The Department, however, will not object to the money being expended
in the manner proposed by the Indians, it being a laudable object, viz., the establish-

ment of a school for their children, provided the building is placed on, not merely
close to the reserve; but the expenditure must be made through the proper channel,

and a contract for the erection of the school building and the supplying of the neces-

sary furniture, &c, must be done in the regular way, through the local agent.

It would be well for you to write to His Lordship the Bishop of New West-
minster to the above effect, explaining to him, at the same time, the cause of delay in

closing the matter.
I am, &c,

L. YANKOUGHNtT.
J. W. Powell, Esq., Indian Superintendent, Victoria, B. C.

Indian Office, Victoria, B.C., 10th November, 1884.

Sir,—I havo the honor to acknowledge receipt of your letter (No. 16122), of the
21st ultimo, relative to a statement made by the Bishop of New Westminster regard-

ing His Lordship's intention of founding schools for training Indian boys and girls,

and the laying of this matter before me, in a letter addressed to me in November
last ; also, that beyond an official acknowledgment from me, His Lordship had heard
nothing further about the matter. That in March last he had forwarded a petition

from certain Indians respecting some money due them from the railway contractor,

asking that the same might be applied to purposes of education, but nothing fuither

had been heard by the Bishop concerning this matter, &c.

In reply, I have the honor to state that a letter was received by me, as the
bishop intimates, on the eve of my departure for the north-west coast, but having
no time then to enter into the proposal referred to, I sent the bishop a letter of

acknowledgment, intending to enclose the document to you on my return.

It appears the letter was then duly filed by my assistant in error, and through
accidental omission was not brought to my notice again until your letter was received.

Meantime, I have been much absent from my office, and definite action in regard to

considerable correspondence has been delayed for my arrival, which will now have
my attention. I much regret that His Lordship, who has had considerable private

and official correspondence with me, did not call my attention to any apparent
neglect before communicating with you on the matter, as during the interval we
have met, both here and at Yale, but the subject was never mentioned to me, either
directly or indirectly, nor have I heard that the parties referred to by the bishop in

his letter had arrived in the country.
With my respectful apologies to yourself for my unintentional delay in sending

you a copy of the bishop's letter, I now beg to submit the same for your consider-

ation. In respect of the proposal contained therein, I think that some definite infor-

mation should be given to the Department as to the actual assistance His Lordship
desires. It is possible that he might undertake the management of an industrial

school for boys, with proper Government aid—a scheme which is preferable, in my
opinion, to the establishment of a training school lor girls. The estimate of His
Lordship is too low for efficiency, as the maintenance of children would be more
costly in British Columbia than in the Eastern Provinces, and could not well be
calculated at less that $2.50 to $3 per pupil—say $6,500 to $7,500 per annum for fifty

pupils. There can be no doubt of the great desirability of establishing an industrial

school for boys (and for girls also, if possible), and if the bishop can devise any
practical mode of starting such an institution, and carrying it on, with the help of
this Department, the proposal is worthy ot favorable consideration and adoption.
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Lytton would be an unobjectionable point, and almost as central for the interior

as Kamloops . The school might then form one of the three schools contemplated
at the interview I had the pleasure of having with you when in Ottawa.

I have the honor to be, Sir, your obedient servant,

J. W. POYVELL, Superintendent Indian Affairs,

Sight Hon. the Superintendent-General of Indian Affairs, &o., &c.

Department of Indian Affairs, Ottawa, 29th November, 1884.

Sir,—I am in receipt of your letter of the 10th inst., and a copy of a letter

addressed to you by His Lordship the Bishop of New "Westminster, of tne 8th of
November, 1883, relative to the proposed establishment by His Lordship of a school
for Indian girls in connection with the Church of England mission at Lytton, B.C.;
and as you consider that Lytton would be an unobjectionable point, and almost as
central for the interior as Kamloops, at which to establish an industrial school, I
have to request that you will communicate with His Lordship the Bishop of New
Westminster, and request that you may be furnished, for the information of the
Department, with definite information as to the actual assistance which His Lord-
ship would expect the Department to contribute to the institution ; also, whether, in

the event of the Department agreeing to contribute towards the tuition, instruction

in industries and maintenance of Indian boys, say fifty, His Lordship would under-
take the management of an industrial school for boys, as well as the one which he
proposes to establish for the instruction of Indian girls. Should this Department be
expected to contribute towards the erection of the buildings for these institutions,

and the future maintenance and repair of the same, it must be understood that they
shall be erected upon ground belonging to the Government. In connection with the

subject of the establishment of industiial schools for Indian youth in British Colum-
bia, I have to refer you to my previous letter to you, written some time ago, in

which 1 ask you to furnish an estimate of the cost of establishing and maintaining
such institutions on Vancouver Island and in the interior, and to remind you that no
reply has been received from you, and the information is required before Parliament
meets. I have also to mention, in this connection, the statement made in a private

letter from Mr. Indian Agent Lomas to you, which you were good enough to show
me when you were in Ottawa, and which I returned by mail to you, in which he
recommends that an institution of this kind be placed under the charge of the New
England Company's agent, upon Kuper Island, which is situated off the coast of Van-
couver, and which Mr. Lomas considers would be a good site for such an establish-

ment. It would be well for you to communicate with the agent of this New England
Company, and endeavor to ascertain from him on what terms the New England
Company would undertake to erect a building at Kuper Island for industrial school

purposes, and to educate, train in industrial pursuits and maintain fifty Indian boys
&nd the same number of Indian girls thereat.

Your earliest possible attention to these matters is urgently requested.

I am, &c,
L. VANKOUGHNET, Deputy Minister of Indian Affairs.

J. W. Powell, Esq;, Indian Superintendent, Victoria, B.C.

Kuper Island, Chemains P. O., 6th January, 1885.

Dear Sir,—In reply to your communication, relative to the proposed industrial

echool for Indian children resident in this district, I beg to inform you that I am
unable, at present, to form any definite opinion as to the mode of management and
cost of such an institution in this place.

No person acquainted with the habits and wandering life of the Indians on this

coast can, in my opinion, have any doubt as to the necessity for an industrial school,

in which the pupils can have board, clothing and regular, unbroken instruction.

It is well known that the tribes, who are scattered in small bands along the east

coast of Vancouver and the adjacent islands, seldom remain steadily for many months
8
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at a time in their villages. In the summer season they almost ail go to the salmon
fisheries on the Fraser Eiver, taking their children with them. When the fishing

there is over they are in the habit of migrating to Puget Sound, to earn a little

money by picking hops. Then they come home for a short time, to dig up their

potatoes and other root crops ; and when that is accomplished many of them move
about, from place to place, fishing for their winter's supply of food, or to make dog-
fish oil, or seek employment at saw mills, on the railroad, or among the white set-

tlers. Their children are with them wherever they go.

Again, it is a fact pretty well known that few Indian parents take much interest

in the education of their children, or care to send them regularly every day to a day
school (if there be one near them), during the short period in which they remain each
year in their villages. The natural result is that hardly an Indian boy or girl learns

to write even their own name, or to read more than words of one syllable.

I would also remark tnat with the exception of a very few places —such as

Cowichan—there is no large body of Indians resident even for a short portion of the
year in anyone settlement. Their villages are the " headquarters" to which they
return periodically for a brief sojourn.

If an industrial school were started on a small scale, say, with about twenty or
thirty pupils of both sexes, the number of officials required for their care and
instruction would, in my opinion, be three. For a smaller number of pupils per-

haps two persons only would be necessary. There should be a matron, able to give
ordinary school instruction, teach plain needlework, the cutting out and making of
clothes, and also look after the internal management of the household. 2nd. There
Bhonld be an intelligent man to work a small piece of land and train the boys in

gardening, farming, &c. 3rd. A stout, active servant girl might be needed, at least

for a short time, until some of the Indian girls be taught to do her work. The
services of a matron could probably be secured for $600 a year and board, a good
man for the same, and servant girl for about $20 or $25 a month. I do not know
what would be the cost of clothing and food.

The pupils would need two suits of clothes each, besides changes of under-
garments. After a year or two the girls would probably be able to make all the
clothes, and the boys to raise potatoes and vegetables, which would go largely to

their support. But for a year or two both clothing and food would have to be pur-
ceasod.

Kuper Island is central for the district extending from Sooke to Comox. It is

remote from any white settlement or any large Indian village. Therefore the pupils

in a school located there would not be much exposed to the vices of white men or
the examples of gambling and other bad habits of Indians.

If the New England Company would take a part in the support of such a
school, their sloops would be useful in conveying supplies from Chemains, Nanaimo,
Victoria, &c.

I have written to the company on the subject ; also to Eobert Ashton, Esq.,
Superintendent of the Mohawk Institution, near Brantford, Ont.

Should I receive any information from them, I shall be happy to communicate
it to you.

I am, dear Sir, yours very sincere^,

EOBEET JAMES EOBEETS.
Lieut.-Col. Powell, Superintendent of Indians in British Columbia,

Victoria, B.C.

New Westminster, 30th January, 1885.

My Dear Sir,—I have the honor of acknowledging the receipt of your letters of
22nd November and 15th Decomber. The proposals of the Government are very
welcome, though coming so late. I have been occupied some years in an endeavor
to interest the Department in tbo question of education of Indians ; and at length, in

despair of success, I established last year, on my own responsibility, two institutions,
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one for boys and one for girls. It is impossible for me (at present) to say how my
experiment would have fared without Government aid, but I have no doubt of
ultimate success, with liberal Government help and time to develop the scheme. I

am convinced, however, that both institutions will be expensive in their establish-

ment, and, owing to the Indian character, slow in the development of their full useful-

ness. My boys' school is established in premises purchased for the purpose on the
Yale waggon road, six miles above Boothroyds. I have two clergymen and a
lay teacher there, and accommodation for about 10 boys. My girls' school is at Yale,

in our mission building, under three ladies, members ofthe Sisterhood of All Hallows,
who have accommodation for about 20. So much by way of preface, and to

prove my own earnestness in the work. Now, to answer what I conceive to be the
main point of your letter of the 15th December : " Whether, in the event of the
Department agreeing to contribute towards the tuition, instruction in industries and
maintenance of Indian boys, say 50, I would undertake the management of an indus-

trial school for boys." I have the utmost readiness in answering affirmatively,

provided I am entrusted with the appointment of officials, and provided, iurther, that

I am allowed to develop the undertaking gradually. With this proviso I beg to

propose to the Department as follows : First. A council shall be formed, to be called

the Church of England Indian School Council. The Bishop of New Westminster for

the time being, shall be the ex-officio president of the council, and there shall be four

other members, two to be appointed by the bishop and two by the Department, all

of whom shall be members of the Church of England. The functions of the council

shall be limited to Church of England Indian schools in the diocese of New West-
minster receiving aid from the Dominion Government, and shall include powers of
visitation and inspection, the framing of rules of discipline, the ordering of supplies,

and the administration of the Government grant. The council shall be furnished

once a quarter with a report from each school, and shall meet once in every quarter

for the discussion of the report and other business.

2.—Girls' School.

I will undertake to supply the buildings for this school, on church property,

within two years from the date when these proposals are accepted by the Govern-

ment, and to provide three teachers, free of all charges on the Government for

salary.

The Government to make a grant of $500.00 towards furnishing the building,

when completed, and to allow a sum of $2.50 per week for each of the teachers and
for each Indian girl resident and boarding in the school, and $1.00 per month for

each Indian girl attending as a day scholar. This capitation grant to be payable in

respect of the temporary school already at work in Yale, and to date from 1st

January, 1885.

3.

—

Boys' School

I will undertake to provide, free of all charge on the Government for salary,

two teachers in Holy Orders, one of whom shall be continuously resident in the

school, one lay teacher, and a resident medical oriu. The Government to supply,

within two years from the date of acceptance of these proposals, the necessary

buildings—on Government property—including school rooms, dining room, dormi-

tory, chapel, with quarters for the officials, and to famish the buildings throughout,

including a supply of drugs, &c. ; also to provide a sum of $75.00 per month for one

industrial instructor and $50.00 per month for a matron, and a capitation grant of

$2 . 50 per week on account of each resident official and each Indian boy resident and

boarding in the school, and $1.50 per month for each Indian boy attending as a day
scholar. The location suggested by the Indian agent, Mr. McKay, in his letter to

you of 17th November, 1884, has much to recommend it. I am decidedly of opinion

that schools should be remote from any centre of white population and separated

from one another by a distance of at least 5 miles. If the boys' school was estab-

lished at Boothroyd's, I would establish the girls' school about 6 miles off, on the
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property at present occupied by the boys' school. As all supplies would have to

come by railroad, it will be necessary to construct a trail connecting the schools
with Keefer's Station.

I wish it to be understood that I am most unwilling to regard these schools as of

a permanently charitable character. It would be a most fatal thintr, in my opinion,

to pauperize the Indians, and I shall never cease impressing upon them their obliga-

tion to assist, to the utmost of their ability, and I believe this will be no inconsider-

able item. I am prepared to agree, therefore, that after payment of all legitimate

expenses any balance in hand derived from Government grant or contribution of
Indians, shall be applied by the council in reduction of the Government grant for

the following year : provided that all contributions of the general public, in the like

case, shall be applied to prizes, scholarships, &c, for the benefit of the pupils. The
girls will not be able to do much for their own support, but we reasonably expect
that the boys will be remunerative ; and it should be an object with us all to offer to

the teachers the best inducements to turn the industrial work of the school to profit-

able account.

I am, dear Sir, your obedient servant,

A. W., NEW WESTMINSTER.
J. W. Powell, Esq., M.D., Indian Agent, Yictoiia, B.C.

New Westminster, 16th February, 1885.

My Dear Mr. Homer, —I enclose you a copy of a letter written to Dr. Powell,
in reply to one from him, asking me whether, on certain conditions, I would under-

take the management of an industrial school for Indian boys. The proposal is one
which I have been hoping for for the last five years. There seems a probability of our
accompliwhing something now, if the Government is liberal enough, but they must
expect to have to spend money. I have been enquiring into similar institutions in

the States, and I find that where Government bears the whole expense the cost

averages about $175 per pupil per annum ; where the management is in the hands of

religious bodies, the Government gives an annual grant of $10 J per pupil. My
enquiries are limited to schools in Washington Territory.

Whether such schools can ever be made self-supporting is a doubtful matter. The
Indians know perfectly well that the Government supply every white child with a
free education, and they are not likely to see much reason in a proposal to make
them pay for what the white man receives gratis.

Nevertheless, opposed, as I am, to the principle of free education altogether, I
shall not omit to impress upon the Indians their obligation, as far as possible, to assist,

by a voluntary tax, or by subscriptions, in the work of education. I shall be much
obliged to you if you will make enquiries as to any existing industrial schools in the
east, where I might hope to find suitable teachers in agriculture and handicrafts,

and to send me the addresses of the managers ; and I shall hope that you will exert all

your influence to obtain for me the most liberal Government help in the prosecution
of the work.

Believe me, faithfully yours,

A. WM NEW WESTMINSTEE.
J. A. K. Homer, Esq., M.P.

Ottawa, 11th March, 1885.

Sir,—I have the honor to recommend that a sum be placed on the Supplemen-
tary Estimates to assist the Indian schools established in British Columbia by the
Bishop of New Westminster, for the particulars of which I beg to refer you to the
reply of the Bishop to Docter Powell, the Indian Agent in British Columbia.

1 have the honor to be, Sir, your most obedient servant,

J. A. E. HOMEE.
TLe Deputy Minister of Indian Affairs, Ottawa.
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Indian Office, Victoria, B.C , 3rd March, 1885.

Sir,—With reference to your letter of the 2nd August last, requesting me to
indicate at what points in this Province I would consider it advisable to establish
industrial schools, not to exceed three in number, and also to supply you with a
caret ul estimate of the cost of establishing and maintaining the same, and to my
further reply to your favor, No. 16122, of the 29th November, in which I stated that
I would furnish a report as soon as I could have an opportunity of conferring with
the Bishop of New Westminster, who had made some proposals to me relative to the
establishment of an industrial school. I have now the honor to enclose a copy of
His Lordship's letter, indicating his own views and the conditions upon which two
schools (boys' and girls') might be carried on, with Government assistance.

I also beg to include herein copy of a letter from the Eev. E. J. Eoberfcs, who
was formerly connected with the Mowhawk Industrial Institution, carried on at
Brantford, under the auspices of the New England Society, whose agent in this

country Mr. Eoberts is. I am unaware of the amount of aid derived from the Gov-
ernment by the last named school, and regret that there are no means here by which
I could obtain information as to the requirements and actual cost of a properly
organized industrial school, so that I might report more satisfactorily, perhaps, than
is possible under existing circumstances.

There can be no doubt, as I have had the honor upon previous occasions of
reporting to you, that the Indian desires a minimum of benefit from the day school

system, because the influence of camp life is stronger than that of the school.

In fact the whole tribal system, of having their goods and their lands and living

in common, is opposed to any system of education which does not begin its reform by
separating the child from such a mode of existence, and introducing him to some-
thing which is better.

The day school, often presided over by untrained teachers, with its irregular

attendance and short hours, is slow to accomplish any tangible or permanent results,

which may in no way be compared to the great benefits which are soon felt from a
properly organized and well conducted industrial boarding school.

I regard it as a matter of sound policy, if not exalted duty, on the part of the
Government having charge of Indians, to place means of education within their reach.

Unfortunately, however, the present annual appropriation for Indian purposes
in British Columbia is entirely inadequate to effect more than a very superficial care

over such a large population of Indians as there is here, especially while the work
and expense of setting aside and surveying lands is borne exclusively by this

Department. A considerable addition would therefore have to be made to the usual

estimate of Indian expenditure, and the Government would have to be sufficiently

high-minded to ignore that portion of the articles of Union by which it was
stipulated that the Indians of this country were to be treated with a policy as liberal

as that which was pursued prior to Confederation. At that time such a policy meant
little, inasmuch as Indians were then left to look out for themselves.

No Government grants whatever were given to any schools, and only a few
incomplete reserves were set apart in the settled portions of the Province. Were it

not a matter of serious import to the Indians, one might consider such a stipulation

as the indulgence of a little grim humor and sarcasm at the Indian's expense. Cer-

tainly, nothing less could have been asked by the Province; and, if much more is

not to be granted, in view of the large native population—thousands of whom are

without any means of education—it would(appear idle to suppose that any enlightened

or liberal policy, such as is customary among treaty Indians, or those whose abori-

ginal rights have been acknowledged, could be inaugurated and maintained here.

In tne event, however, of a sufficient educational grant being possible, and of

the intention of the Department to make a beginning with three schools, I would
recommend that one should be established for Vancouver's Island and two for the

mainland.
If the New England Company could be induced to undertake the establishment

of an institution similar to that conducted by them at Brantford, I think it would be
12
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very desirable. You are aware that this company, three or four years ago, purchased
100 acres of land at Kuper Island, adjoining the reservation, with that intention.

The Eev. Mr. .Roberts is in charge of this land, but no attempt has, as yet, been
made to establish a school there. The ielaod is central, and sufficiently removed for

the purpose from all white settlement. It would also have the advantage of being
under exclusive control, as the island is all reserve, except the plot owned by the
company, as above noted.

The company would, no doubt, undertake the erection of such buildings as they
found necessary, and if any were required from the Government, I presume it could

he arranged so as to have them built upon reserve land. I suggest that a beginning
might be made, in a small way at first, and a few pupils would soon be trained who
could assist in teaching others.

The necessary buildings, if erected by the Department, should be designed so
that additions might be made, from time to time, as required.

It must be remembered that building costs much more on this coast than in the
Eastern Provinces, but a start may be safely made with an erection which will cost

$2,000 or $2,500.

Mr. Roberts states in his letter that the number of officials required for a school

of twenty or thirty pupils would be three, namely, a matron capable of giving ordi-

nary instruction, farm instructor and a servant girl. The instructor could at once
make himself very useful in putting the reserve under cultivation, and teaching the
Indians how to utilize it. His example would be copied by the Cowichan Indians
generally, with great benefit, in teaching them how to develop the important reser-

vation at Cowichan. The estimated cost of such an undertaking by the Government
would probably be :

—

Buildings $2,500 00
Furniture 800 00
Farming implements 250 00
Yoke of oxen 100 00
Cattle (2 cows) 100 00

$3,750 00
Matron 600 00
Instructor 800 00
Servant girl 300 00

1,700 00
Clothing (20children) 300 00
Board (23 persons, $10 per month, including

medicine, &c) 2,760 00

3,060 00

$8,510 00
Deduct cost of buildings &c. 3,750 00

$4,760 00

Were the New England Company to carry out their original proposal to establish.

an industrial school on their farm at Kuper Island, I have no doubt that they would
be glad to do so for a certain annual subsidy for each boarding pupil, and the usual
rate allowances for day scholars, and I am of opinion that this would be the best and
most economical arrangement for the Government.

The second school would be at St. Mary's, on Fraser River, where the Roman
Catholic mission have the requisite buildings already erected and a school in oper-
ation. At present most of the attendants are half-breeds, but His Lordship Bishop
D'Herbomey is most anxious to extend the usefulness of this inbtitution, and were
the Government to increase the present grant, so as to enable them to take thirty or
forty Indian children, board and clothe them, His Lordship would maintain the
fichool under such an inspection from time to time as might be deemed requisite.

13
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The third chool could be established under some similar proposal to that made
in the enclosed communication by the Bishop of New Westminster.

If the Government had the necessary buildings erected at Nicola, Kamloops, or
any point in the interior where there is a good reserve of farming land, His Lord-
ship's offer would be a reasonable one, and the expense to the Department would be
similar in amount to that I have already indicated in my own estimate.

I do not approve of a governing council, as suggested by the bishop, but I think
there should be quarterly reports and reports of inspection by the Government at

any and all times, when deemed desirable.

Finally, I am assured that a very economical and acceptable arrangement can
be made for, say, twenty male entrants at St. Mary's industrial school, and the same
number of female, as the buildings, &c, are ready there.

At Kuper Island a beginning might, as proposed by Mr. Eoberts, be made in a
small way, with, say, twenty children, and I venture to suggest that an official enquiry
should be made by the Department of the New England Company in London, Eng-
land, direct, to ascertain the terms upon which an industrial school might be started

and conducted at Kuper Island under its auspices. I should then, with your concur-

rence, be glad to make and complete arrangements with the Bishop of New West-
minster (Anglican) for a third institution in the interior of the mainland. Unless
the Government, however, were prepared to erect and furnish the necessary buildings,

I do not think the bishop would have the available funds necessary. I regret that I

have been unable to reply to your letter upon this subject before, but the Bishop of

New Westminster having proposed to confer with me previous to writing to you, I
have deferred my communication in tne hope of seeing His Lordship here, especially

as one of the objects in view was to learn the terms upon which one school might be
carried on under the auspices of his mission. I have, however, received a telegram
from His Lordship, informing me of his disappointment in not being able to meet
mo as intended; hence, I will no longer delay my own report, with the accompanying
correspondence.

I have the honor to be, Sir, your obedient servant,

J. W. POWELL, Indian Superintendent.

Hon. the Superintentendent-General of Indian iffairs.

Department of Indian Affairs, Ottawa, 18th March, 1885.

Memorandum.—The undersigned begs to submit herewith a letter of the 3rd
in st., received on the 16th from the Indian Superintendent at Victoria, relative to

the proposed establishment of industrial schools on Vancouver Island and in the

interior of the Province of British Columbia ; also copies of letters which accompanied
the Indian Superintendent's despatch from His Lordship the Bishop of New West-
minster, and from the Eev. R. J. Roberts, of Ku per Island, on the same subject. It will

be observed from His Lordship's letter that he is prepared to undertake the charge of

two industrial institutions, one for boys and the other for girls ; that for the girls' school

he will supply the building, to be erected on church property, within two years from
the date of notification that his proposal is accepted ; that he will also provide three

teachers, free of charge on the Government for salary. The above to be done on
condition that the Government grant $300 towards furnishing the building when
completed, and make an allowance at the rate of $2.50 per week for each of the

teachers, and for each Indian girl resident and boarding in the school ; and $1 per

month for each Indian girl who may attend the school as a day scholar. The total

cost on the above basis for twenty-five pupils and three teachers would be $7,000 per

annum.
With regard to the boys' school, His Lordship proposes to provide, free of all

charge on the Government for salary, two clergymen teachers—one of whom shall be

continually resident in the school—one lay teacher, and a resident medical man,
provided the Government will erect, within two years from the date he is notified

that his proposal is accepted, the requisite buildings on Government property, to
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include school rooms, dining room, dormitory, chapel and quarters for the officials,

and will furnish the building throughout, including supply of drugs, &c. The Gov-
ernment also to pay salaries, at the rate of $75 per month to a farming instructor, and
$50 per month to a matron, and to pay at the rate of $2.50 per week for each resi-

dent official and each Indian boy resident and boarding at the school, and $1.50 per
month for each Indian boy attending as a day scholar. The total cost for twentY-five

boys and four officials would be $8,750 per annum, and adding thereto $3,750,
namely, for building, $2,500 ; furniture, $800 ; farming implements, $250 ;

yoke of
oxen, $100; two cows, $100— the whole amount to be estimated for the institution

for boys would be $12,500, and, as shown above, the amount required for the girls'

school will be $7,000.

It is proposed to establish these schools in the Yale district, on the Yale waggon
road, about six miles above a place known as Boothroyds;

The Bishop of New Westminster stipulates that he is to be entrusted with the
appointment of the officials, and to be allowed to develop the undertaking gradually.

With this proviso he proposes: 1st. That a council shall be formed, to be called "The
Church of England Indian Schools Council," of which the Bishop of New Westmin-
ster shall be ex~officio president, and that there shall be four other members—two to

be appointed by the bishop and two by the Department—all of whom shall be mem-
bers of the Church of England. 2nd. That the functions of the council shall be
limited to the Church of England Indian schools within the diocese of New West-
minster which receive aid from the Dominion Government, and shall include powers
of visitation and inspection, and the framing of rules of discipline, the ordering of
supplies, and the administration of the Government grant. 3rd. That the Council
shall be furnished once a quarter with a report from each school, and shall meet once
a quarter for the discussion of the report and for other business.

As respects the industrial school on Vancouver Island, communication was
opened up, by direction of the Department, by Mr, Superintendent Powell, with the
agent of the New England Company, which has an establishment on Kuper Island,

situated off the coast, opposite Cowichan. The agent has had to communicate with
his principals in England in regard to the proposition.

Mr. Superintendent Powell estimates that the cost of this institution would be
$3,750—namely :

—

For Buildings $2,500
Furniture S0O
Farming implements 250
Yoke ot oxen 100
Two cows 100

Totel $3,750
To be provided, once for all, in addition to the above, the

following salaries are estimated for :

—

Matron J ...$ 600
Farming instructor 800
Servant 300
Clothing for 20 children 300
Board, say for 28 persons—25 pupils and 3 officials

—

at $10 per month, including medicine, &o 3,360

$5,360

The total amount to cover the first expenses of the institu-

tion would be $9,110

Mr. Superintendent Powell states that he considers that Kuper Island, which,
with the exception of 100 acres, occupied by the New England Company, is all an
Indian reserve, would be a suitable site for an industrial school. The undersigned is

of opinion that the proposals of His Lordship the Bishop of New Westminster
15
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are reasonable, and that the cost for the maintenance of these institutions is not
excessive, when compared with the cost of maintaining similar institutions in the
North-West Territories, which is, exclusive of the salaries of the staff, $135 per
pupil. The salaries of the staff amount to $5,155 per annum. The co3t of mainte-
nance in the two institutions which the Bishop of New Westminster proposes to
establish would be $130 per annum for each pupil and official. Tne cost of the
buildings will not, from Mr. Superintendent Powell's estimate, it is anticipated, be as
great as the cost of the industrial school buildings in the North -West Territories.

With regard to the fees*to be charged for Indian boys attending as day scholars at
the industrial school for boys proposed to be established by the Bishop of New West-
minster, namely, $1.50 per month, the undersigned is of opinion that $1 per month
should be sufficient for each boy attending as a day scholar.

Will the Superintendent-General please instruct the undersigned as to including
the necessary amount for these institutions in the Supplementary Estimates for the
year 1885-86,

Eespectfully submitted.

L. VANKOUGHNET,
Deputy Superintendent-General of Indian Affairs.

Eight Hon. Sir John A. Macdonald, G.C.B.,
Superintendent-General of Indian Affairs.

Department of Indian Affairs, Ottawa, 18ih March, 1885.

Sir,—I beg to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 11th instant, recom-
mending that a sum be placed in the Supp lementary Estimates to assist the Indian
industrial schools established in British Columbia by the Bishop of New West-
minster, and referring me to a letter of the bishop addressed to Dr. Powell, the
Indian Superintendent of British Columbia, which you kindly left with me when you
called at the Department recently.

In reply, I have the honor to inform you that the matter will be brought, at an
early date, under the consideration of the Superintendent-General of Indian Affairs.

I have, &c,
L. VANKOUGHNET,

Deputy Superintendent-General Indian Affairs.

J. A. E. Homer, Esq., M.P., House of Commons, Ottawa.

Ottawa, 20th March, 1885.

Sir,—I beg most respectfully to draw your attention to some correspondence of

a recent date upon the subject of educating the Indians in British Columbia, and the

establishment of schools in furtherance of that objeci ; and to solicit an assurance, if

possible, that some steps will be taken in that direction during the present Session

.

I have the honor to be, Sir, your most obedient servant,

EDGAE CEOW BAKEE, M.P.
Eight Hon. the Superintendent-General of Indian Affairs.

Department of Indian Affairs, Ottawa, 23rd March, 1885.

Memorandum.—With reference to the letter of the 20th instant, from Mr. Edgar
Crow Baker, M.P., referring to correspondence of recent date on the subject of

educating the Indians of British Columbia, the undersigned begs to refer the Super-
intendent-General to his memorandum of the 18th instant, on No. 1 file, No. 14676,
which is now before him,

L. VANKOUGHNET,
Deputy Superintendent-General of Indian Affairs.

Eight Hon. Sir John A. Macdonald, G.C.B.,

Superintendent-General of Indian Affairs.
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Indian Office, Victoria, *7th April, 1385.

Sir,—Referring to my letter of the 3rd ultimo, on the subject of industrial
school*, and to the suggestion therein in respect to the desirability of allowing iboNew England Company of London, who own 100 acres of land on Kuper Nland
adjoining ibe reserve, to undertake charge of the school proposed to be established
there, I understand, from a note written me by the agent here, the Rev. R. J
Hobert^, that the company cannot at present undertake the~co>t of earrvine- out the
project. J 5

I am, Sir, your obedient servant,

w . ,.„ ,. a . 4 , £ W\POWELL, Superintendent Indian Affairs.
Right Hon. the Superintendent-General of Indian Aifairs, &c, &o.

Ottawa, 17th April, 1885.

^ ^IR,—I have
,

the bonor t0 draw y°ur attention to a letter recently addressed tothe Department by the Lord Bishop of New Westminster, in the Province of British
Columbia through your agent in that Province, upon the subject of establishment ofIndian schools (copy of his scheme herewith enclosed;, and to ask that the same mav
receive the early consideration of the Department.
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8 the "tention to place a liberal sum in

the Estimates Supplementary in furtherance of plan submitted, more especially
for the erection of "sufficiently capacious buildings " F y

I have the honor to bo, Sir, your obedient servant

w k« tt + u a ... „ EDGAR CROW BAKER, M. P.Right Hon. the Superintendent-General of Indian Affairs, Ottawa.

Ottawa, 22nd April, 1885.
MEMORANDUM.-Please see my report of the 18th ultimo, relative to the pro-posed establishment of industrial schools in British Columbia. This is on No 2 ofthis file now before you. u

L. YANKOUGHNET,
-D- n. o- a- t * ™ Deputy Superintendent-General of Indian Affairs.Right Hon. Sir John A. Macdonald, G.C.B.

"V^rs.

Bring this matter before me after the Session. —J. A. MD.
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