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ANNUAL REPORT

Bureau of Agriculture and Statistics,

April, 1858.

To the Honorable T. J. J. Loranger,

Provincial Secretary, &c, &c, &c.

Sir,—The Minister of Agriculture has the honor to transmit herewith, to be

laid before Parliament, his annual Report.

In the absence of any well regulated machinery, and it is not easy to provide

any, for collecting Agricultural statistics of a reliable character, it has been thought

advisable by this department to circulate over Upper and Lower Canada, a number
of queries on the most prominent Agricultural subjects, viz :—those affecting grain,

roots, cattle, horses, dairy produce, draining, manures, implements, diseases, and.

insects injurious to grain, &c, &c. These were printed in a concise and intelligible

form in both languages, and distributed in many hundreds over the whole province

to presidents and secretary-treasurers of Agricultural societies, and others, and a
digest of the returns received in reply have been carefully compiled and compared.
In this digest the various replies to the queries are so arranged as to give at one
glance the result of the opinions of the persons interrogated, and (these being gen-

erally of the best class of agriculturists) considerable reliance may be placed upon
the correctness of their answers.

Twenty-nine of these have been received and analysed up to this date, (April

1st) and the result shows that in Upper Canada rather more than half the crop of
winter wheat has been destroyed by the Midge in the counties of Wei land and
Kent—one fifth in Hastings, Stormont and Dundas—and none of any consequence
in Wentworth, Ontario and Simcoe. Kent and Welland in Upper Canada, and
Two Mountains in Lower Canada, appear to have suffered the most, some of the

returns from Kent showing a loss of two-thirds, three-fourths, and four-fifths, and
from Welland and Two Mountains of say three-fourths of the crop, or as the Report
says " so great as nearly to put a stop to the growth of wheat."

The reports from other counties have not arrived in such numbers as to enable
the department to form an opinion with regard to them. The townships of Pick-
ering, Whitby and Reach, in Ontario, and parts of the County of Simcoe, appear
to have been almost entirely free from the Midge as yet ; whether this arises from
the circumstance of the soil there being a decomposed bituminous shale, called

Utica Slate, which yields abundance of illuminating gas, oil, and some ammoniacal
liquor, and (according to Mr. Billings) disintegrates into a kind of clay of cosider-

able fertility, which is said by some to contain properties injurious to insect life, is

a matter well deserving consideration. It is remarkable that the Midge, which has
been very destructive in adjoining districts, both to the east and west, has done so

little injury in those townships, and has passed over them in its westward progress.

In all cases spring wheat sown late in May has escaped the Midge, but it is no
doubt subject to other maladies when sown so late. The remedy suggested by the

best farmers in the case of winter wheat is to sow very early the earliest kinds of
wheat on well drained and well cultivated lands. The early kinds of winter wheat
most recommended in the returns, are the blue stem, the sole, and the Hutchinson,
and of spring wheat are the white china, the fife, and the club ; but in Upper Can-
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ada the proportion of spring wheat sown is about one acre of spring wheat to ten

of winter wheat. The general average produce per acre appears to be 20 of win-

ter wheat to 12 of spring wheat where the Midge has not been prevalent. The
average of rye is 16| bushels per acre, that of barley 26J, that of oats 35-*, Indian

corn 33f, peas 20f. The crops of Indian corn suffered severely in 1857 from the

wetness and coolness of the season, and were very deficient.

With regard to the potato crop the returns to this department show that the

rot last year was not so prevalent as usual, but that its former destructive visitations

have caused the farmers to curtail the breadth planted fully one half, and the pro-

duce per acre of what was planted was also one third deficient. To the question
" What do you suppose the rot to arise from?" the general answer is " From some
" insect stinging the plant," and almost the only remedy suggested is lt to cut off
u the tops when the blight appears." It is well known that the disease extends

from the stalks to the tubers, and although its progress may be arrested in the

manner suggested, the remedy appears almost as bad as the disease itself.

Much attention has been lately drawn to an animal manure now being manu-
factured by Duncan Bruce, Esq., of Paspebiac, made offish offal, which is to be

had on the shores of the Bay of Chaleur in many thousands of tons, and mixed with

a shale which abounds along that coast for many miles in a mountainous ridge of

200 feet high in places at or near Port Daniel.

The process of preparation and mixing is simple and inexpensive, and so great

has been the success attending its use that it bids fair to supplant in utility other

manures now mo e favored. Mr. Bruce brought several kegs of this animal ma-
nure to this city for distribution amongst farmers and keepers of conservatories, in

order to have its efficiency properly tested, and the attention of this Department
was immediately given to it. A report from Professor Herschfelder to this Bureau
thus comments upon its value

:

' c
I have applied, during the winter, Bruce's concentrated animal manure to

various plants in my conservatory, and although that season is not the best time of

the year for testing its qualities, as the plants make but very little growth, yet its

beneficial effects have been so striking as to leave no doubt in my mind as regards

its great fertilizing power. The plants to which I applied a small quantity of the

fertilizer were roses, cinerarias, geraniums, heliotropiums, petunias, stocks, wall-

lowers, fuschias, verbenas, acacias, cororilla, cupboea, and some other plants ; the

effect upon some of the above-named plants, particularly upon the roses, fuschias,

cinerarias, geraniums and petunias, was remarkable, producing not only a rapid

-growth, but imparting likewise a rich and healthy tinge to the foliage. In order to

ascertain whether the fertilizer destroyed insects, I applied some to plants which
had worms in the ground, and found it quite effectual. I likewise put some into

hot water, and let it stand four days, and then S3^ringed some plants which were
infested with the Aphis Rosce, or Green Fly, but the result was not very satisfac-

tory. The failure may probably be attributed to my not being able to dissolve it

sufficiently, the water being only slightly discoloured. If Mr. Bruce could render

his fertilizer effectual in destroying these troublesome insects, I am sure he would
receive the unanimous thanks of all those that have conservatories, as the common
mode of getting rid of them is by no means an agreeable one.

" I have not as yet had an opportunity of trying the fertilizer in the garden,

but will do so as soon as possible and let you know the result."

Mr. Bruce claims as one of the peculiar qualities of this manure its destruction

of insects, and he produces much valuable testimony in support. He *ays the

proper method of destroying the green-fly is to wet its leaves and dust the fertilizer

on them through a fine seive ; that this is entirely effective and produces a rich

foliage.



With such testimony as this to its value, it may reasonably be hoped that the

manure will become an article of export to a very large extent from Lower
Canada, especially as we have Mr. Bruce's assurance that it can be produced at a
considerably lower price than guano, say £5 currency per ton at Port Daniel, and
the supply is unlimited. Mr. Bruce supposes that 100,000 tons, or more, could be
procured annually.

Experiments are now being made whether a dressing of this animal manure,
mixed with the Port Daniel shale, will have the effect of preventing the rot in

potatoes, or destroying the grub of the midge, which remains in the wheat stubble

over the winter. To know how valuable such a remedy would be, we have only

to remember that in the year 1854 the State of New York lost in wheat, by this

insect alone, according to calculations and returns most accurately made by Col.

Johnson, the {Secretary, (vide Hind's Essay, page 94,) 15 millions of dollars; and
according to the most correct calculation we can make, Canada has lost in 1857
to the value of 5,666,000 dollars from the same cause. The importance of the

interests involved has been the reason for giving this manure so much prominence
in the present report.

EXPORT OF GRAIN, &c.

One means of obtaining information on Agricultural subjects, and which may
be esteemed reliable, is a comparison between the exports of grain, cattle, &c , in

this last year, 1857, with those of former years. In this respect the tra !e returns

show a very great deficiency in 1857. The export of wheat during that year (cal-

culating the flour at 5 bushels per barrel,) being only 6,482,199 bushels against.

9,391,531 in 1856—a falling off of 31 per cent, in the staple produce of the country
alone, and, as also appears by the returns, there is about 43 § per cent, in value.

Simultaneous with this decreased export of wheat is the extraordinary import of

486,050, at 5s. 2dfd, per bushel, amounting to £909,265, which diminishes the net

profits of the wheat crop to the Province by that amount. The stock on hand of
the crop of 1857 is supposed to be not nearly so larga as that of the corresponding
period of last year.

The falling off in the value of the wheat crop has been from £3,246,912 in

1856 to £1,831,903 in 1857, accounted for in part by the difference in the value,

the average price in 1856 having been 6s. llfd., and in 1857 only 5s Old. per
bushel.

The total deficiency in the amount received by the farmers in the articles of

wheat and flour exported in 1857, as compared with the receipt of 1857, is

£1,415,000 ($5,660,036) and $3,637,060 for wheat and flour imported, being an
excess of import in those items over that of 1856 of $1,134,236—a very serious

drawback from the prosperity of the Province, as compared with the exports of
the previous year. Nor is the decrease both in quantity and value confined to

the articles of wheat and flour alone.

In barley and rye the falling off is from £226,280 in 1856, to £171,016 in

1857, about 241 p er cent. In indian corn from £22,886 to £13,672, being about
40 per cent. In oats from 1,296,677 bushels in 1856 to 88,860; and in value
from £114,355 to £90,000, being about 21 per cent.

Under the head of " Agricultural Products," including grain, and meal, and
seeds of all kinds, and also vegetables and maple sugar, the falling off has been
from £3,743,068 in 1856, to £2,220,706 in 1857, being 40| per cent. ; a very
large deficiency to take place in one year, and one that cannot bat be very
sensibly felt by every class of persons in Canada. The greatest deficiency has
been in wheat, indian corn, meal, peas and hops. The only articles under the
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head of agricultural products upon which there has been any increase, are those

of bran, vegetables, maple sugar, and tobacco ; the export of this last article

(tobacco) having increased in quantity from 17,435 lbs. to 60,865 lbs., and in

value from £246 7s. 6d. to £1,092 3s. 4d. ; .the increase in maple sugar was from
£190 12s. Id. to £541 3s. 4d. The deficiency in wheat and meal are accounted
for by the ravages of the midge, which, according to the returns made to this

Department, destroyed fully a third of ihe wheat crop of all Canada, and also by
the great prevalence of rust when the wheat was beginning to ripen.

The deficiency in the indian corn crop arose from the extreme lateness and
coldness of last season; much of the seed perished in the ground, and what did
come up was much retarded in its growth ; so great was the deficiency in this

article that 1,095,703 bushels were imported at a cost of £180,108, or 3s. 3|d. per
bushel. In the United States the corn crop suffered severely in the early part of
the season, and much that was planted never germinated. We learn from a
record kept by Professor Root, of Hamilton College, that nearly 17 inches of
rain more than, the average fell in the season of 1857—the average for the 5
years preceding 1856, being 44.74 inches, during 1856 only 30-37 inches, and
during 1857, 62.09 inches.

The whole season of 1857 was unusually uncongenial to the agricultural

interests of the Province in the article of grain of every description, excepting
perhaps peas.

Nor was the deficiency in the export Confined to grain alone.

Under the head " Animals and their Products," the falling off is very great,

viz.: from £641,014 in 1856 to £526,810 in 1857, being about 17J per cent.

The articles which show the greatest deficiency are pork, butter, and lard ; the

first shows a great falling, off, viz. from £27,963 in 1856, to £9,775, being 65 per
cent., and this does not appear to arise from greater consumption at home.
Butter from £108,342 to £71,954, or 33^ per cent., and in weight the same pro-

portion. Lard from £10,230 to £2,753, or 73 per cent. The only article upon
which there is any increase worth noting is that of eggs, the export of which
has increased from £17,246 in 1856, to £25,497 in 1857, nearly 50 per cent, upon
the value.

In the article of wool, although the number of pounds weight exported has
increased in 1857, 8f per cent, the values received have decreased 13J per cent.,

the average price in 1856 being Is. 4d. per pound, against Is. OJd. in 1857 ; the

total export in the formeryear was 1,164,534 lbs., and that of the latter 1,275,041

;

total value in 1856, £78,215, in 1857, £67,869.
It appears notwithstanding a matter of serious regret that there should be so

large an export of this valuable raw material from a country whose water power
is unbounded, and where it might readily be supposed that the manufacture of

woollen goods could be carried on to great advantage both to the farmer and the

general consumer, by furnishing the inhabitants with woollen fabrics at a little

over cost price. Being made at home they would be free from import duties,

freight of the raw material, as well as that of the manufactured article, and
charges of various kinds by shippers, merchants, salesmen, &c. ; and to* the

farmer, the home manufacturer wTould be doubly valuable, as furnishing home
consumers in the shape of manufacturers.

The subject which is here touched upon will be further noticed in a subse-

quent part of this report.



PRIZE ESSAYS ON THE INSECTS AND DISEASES AFFECTING
WHEAT.

Since the last report from this department, the 1st and 3rd Prize Essays on
the subject of the Midge, and the diseases affecting the Wheat Crops, have been
published and circulated very widely,—the first written by Professor Hind, and
published in English, and the third by Mr. E. Dupont, and published in French.

Many hundreds of them have been circulated through Canada, Great Britain, and
the United States, and have met with universal approbation from entomologists

and scientific persons, and from the farming community generally. Professor

Hind's Essay contains every thing as yet known with regard to the Midge,
Hessian Fly, and other insects and diseases affecting the wheat crop, and will

very probably be the means of suggesting inquiries and minute investigations,

such as will lead to the discovery of a remedy or preventive : the valuable infor-

mation he has collected will serve as a starting point for further investigations.

The second Prize Essay is also a very excellent one, written by the Revd.
Mr. Hill, of Markham, a practical farmer, and its publication is provided for in

the forthcoming numbers of the Transactions of the Board of Agriculture. It will

be found of great practical value, as will two others which had honorable mention
by the Judges. These u Transactions," and the Report of the Board of Agricul-

ture, will in a few days be presented to the House as supplementary to this Report.

FREE GRANTS ON COLONIZATION«ROADS.
An important element in the prosperity of the country which has continued

to engage the attention of the Bureau, is the settlements of the Free Grants on
the new Colonization Roads.

When last year's report was submitted there were 137 miles of good summer
road, and 83 miles of good winter road, leading through the Free Grants. During
the last year, these roads have been improved and continued, particulars of

which will be found under the head of each road separately.

THE OTTAWA AND OPEONGO ROAD.
The Ottawa and Opeongo Road, with the Junction Madawaska Road, is

most favorably reported upon by Mr. J. P. French, the resident Superintendent.
It appears that during the three months of 1855 that his agency was open, the

number of settlers who availed themselves of the liberality of Government in

regard to the Free Grants was 43. In 1856 the number was 53, and from the

1st January, 1857, to the 1st January, 1858, 71 lots have been taken up, making
altogeter a total of 167.

Over a thousand acres of the forest have been cleared, and the 464 acres
cropped have yielded last autumn a return, the value of which may be thus cor-

rectly estimated, viz :

3722 Bushels of Wheat, at $1 per Bushel $3722 00
1660 " Oats, at 30 cts. " 498 00
8826 " Potatoes, at 40 cts. " 3530 40
2440 " Turnips, at 20 cts. " 488 00

73 Tons of Hay, at $6 per Ton 438 00

$8676 40
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and giving an average of $19 69cts. for the produce of each acre cropped, exclu-
sive of the value of the ashes. There were about 30 barrels of Potash made upon
this road within the last year, and being almost entirely of first quality, must
have brought them about $45 per barrel, although now worth only $35 per barrel.

It might appear strange that while there are 163 Free Grants conceded, but
86 houses have been erected ; but ihis is explained by the fact that in many
instances lots have been taken up by a father and his sons, and in some cases
they all reside together.

The settlers on this road are with but one exception men who were either

brought up in Canada, or who have lived some years in it, and are therefore

thoroughly acquainted with the process of clearing and cultivating wild lands.

Within the past year two Schools have been established on the road, two
churches are now in course of erection, a store has been opened in the very centre

of the settlement, and a post office will be established immediately, at a point on
the road 28 miles west of Renfrew. The organization of two other school sections

is also about to take place the ensuing summer, which with one already established

in the new township of Algona, will make five schools organized in one year in this

district of country.

During the last autumn part of the money granted by the Legislature for

colonization purposes, was expended in completing some 13 miles additional of the

road, and in cutting out a branch road, starting from about the 56th mile post to

the Madawaska River, near the port of Lake Kaminiskai. The contractors are

now working on this branch line, which will probably be completed early in the

summer. It has been travelled upon during the whole of this winter, and it is

impossible to exaggerate the advantages of this and the Opeongo Road to the

settlers all around, and to the lumberers on the Madawaska.
There are several extensive lumbering establishments which have already felt

the advantages of opening up roads into or towards the remote sections of the

country in which their operations are carried on. Mr. Charles Hudson, the princi-

pal manager of Mr. Conro^'s business, states that until the last winter they never
had flour delivered at their shanties for a less sum than $7 per barrel, nor oats at a
lower price than 50 cents per bushel, whereas this season, owing to the good road,

they have purchased the former at $5 25 cts., and the latter for 35 cts. Indepen-
dent of the settlers' teams there is a considerable traffic on the road.

ADDINGTON ROAD.

From a report of Mr. C. Perry, the Local Superintendent of the Addington
Road, it appeared that the total number of lots for free grant on the road is 299

;

of these 183 have been located, and 116 remain open for location. During the past

year this free grant road has been completed to the Madawaska River, over which
there is a substantial bridge, and the remote Townships are now being settled.

The Township of Abinger is receiving about 20 settlers from Mallory Town, C.W.
Mill gearing, materials for the erection of habitations, and provender for cattle are

going in daily. In the Township of Denbigh an enterprising Englishman has com-
menced operations and expects numbers of his friends out in the spring.

The settlement of the free grants is not the only benefit that this section of

the country has derived from the opening of the road. Through it the lumbermen
are receiving supplies, and during the last year the Township of Kaladar has quad-
rupled its inhabitants, and Barrie and Anglesea are also being extensively settled.

Those who got in crops last year were abundantly paid by the copious growth
of everything planted or sown.
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Below is the Abstract of Grain, &c., raised on the Addington Road in 1857,
with current valuation of same.

Name of Article.

Shingles .

.

Wild Hay.
Tame Hay
Potatoes .

.

Turnips .

.

Swedes . .

.

Sugar
Molasses .

.

Vinegar .

.

Wheat
Eye
Barley . .

.

Corn
Oats

Lbs. or Bushels.

117 M
42£ tons

4
2*785 bus.

1808 "

400 "

5698 lbs.

231 gal.

325 "

264 bus.

130 "

46£ "

57~ "

450 "

Value per lb. or

Bushel.

$1 25

4 00
10 00

50
25
30
10
75
25

1 50
75
50
75
30

Total value.

$146 25

170 00
40 00

1392 50
452 00
120 00
569 80

173 25

81 25

369 00
97 50
23 25

42 75
135 00

$3812 55

Traffic. About 20 teams per day pass over the first 30 miles, during the

winter, carrying in settlers with their goods and edibles, provisions and forage for

lumber shanties.

Population. Entered on Free Grant Lands during the latter part of 1856 and
the year 1857 was 412—men, women and children.

HASTINGS ROAD.

The agency of the Hastings Road is under the charge of Mr. M. P. Hayes, and
the office was opened on the 18th July, 1856. Mr. Hayes states that the total

number of lots located to actual settlers up to the 1st April, 1858, is 299, and the

number of souls contained in the families so located is 590. This small number in

proportion to the number of settlers is owing to the fact that a large proportion of

the lots are taken up by young single men, sons of farmers residing in various parts of

the country. With the exception of a few English and Scotch families, the settlers

are all old residents in the Province. To the above number must be added some
220 settlers who have taken up land in the Townships on both sides of the road, and
taking these at the same proportionate numbers we have a population in the settle-

ment of 1130.

Of the locatees on the Free Grant Road there are,

Natives of Canada, 42
" England, 40
" Ireland, 136
" Scotland, 39
" France, 7
" Germany and Italy, 19
" United States of America, . . . . , 10
" New Brunswick, 2
" Malta, 1
" Orkney, 3

299
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The number of persons applying to the Agent for information respecting the

lands exceeded 3000, and the number of letters received and answered up to April,

1858, was 1640 ; and Mr. Hayes remarks that in this way much useful practical in-

formation has been circulated through the British Islands, the Lower Provinces, the

West Indies, and the United States, which will doubtless help to swell the influx of

emigration to this Province.

The past year being the first of this settlement the number of acres under crop

was necessarily limited. The produce however shows that the land is of a character

which will amply repay the outlay necessary to render it accessible, as well as the

labor employed in its cultivation.

The number of acres of artificially cleared land under cultivation on the

road in the year 1857, was 417
To this may be added the iiiver meadows, of which there are several pro-

ducing good hay for all cattle excepting horses, acres cut, 212

Total acres, 629

240 acres under Potatoes, 19,200 bushels at 80 cents $15360
45 " Wheat, 810 " <

; $1 50 " 1215
95 " Oats, 2,175 " " 50 " 1087
5 " Peas, 90 " " 75 " 67

32 " Indian Corn, and other Vegetables, 400

$18129

The settlers in the Townships have in some cases been longer at work
and had more land under cultivation, so that their produce may be
safely estimated as equal to that of the Free Grants 18129

The number of barrels of Potash made on the Hastings road and the

Township of Tudor since July, 1856, and sold in the village of

Madoc, was 92 at $30 per barrel 2760

#39018

Add the value of the marsh hay cut on the Beaver meadows, on the

road and in the Townships, 600 tons at $4 per ton 2400

Total value of produce in the settlement $41418

Mr. Hayes estimates the value of the grain and potatoes at the prices which
the like articles cost the settlers last year delivered on the road, and states that all

produce raised finds an immediate market at prices generally over his estimate.

The potash is valued low on account of the cost of transport to Madoc which
the settler has to bear, but as two men, with a yoke of oxen, can make on an
average two barrels per month, it is found to pay well even at $30 per barrel.

Mr. Hayes describes that portion of the road comprised within the two first

ranges of townships, viz : Tudor and Lake and Limerick and Woliaston, a dis-

tance of 23 miles, as thickly settled and presenting a gratifying contrast to its

appearance 18 months ago, having clearings and dwellings on almost every lot.

Several of the settlers have built themselves substantial shingled houses with
good barns and stables.

The total number of dwellings on the road is 142, including a saw mill on
lot 21 east of the road in Tudor, and one school-house on lot No. 10, east of road
in Tudor.

The road is open to within about six miles of the line of extension of the

Ottawa and Opeongo road, say 68 miles from the town-line of Madoc. The num.-
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ber of lots now remaining open for settlement is 231. There are very extensive

lumbering establishments on the York branch, and on the Madawaska, which
would be supplied entirely from Belleville if this road be kept in good order.

Mr. Hayes reports most favorably on the general condition and prospects of

the settlers who have gone into the settlement, the only exceptions being a num-
ber of young men formerly belonging to the British, Swiss and German Legions,

whose previous habits seem to have unfitted them for a bush life. Germans,
however, generally make excellent settlers.

A saw and grist mill will shortly be erected at Beaver Creek, in the Town-
ship of Tudor, which will give a great impetus to the progress of the settlement,

particularly in the raising of grain crops, the distance from the nearest mill being
at present a serious obstacle to any extensive growth of the same.

Mr. Hayes concludes his report by noticing the remarkable healthiness of the

climate, not a single case of ague or epidemic of any kind having occurred in the

settlement. 1210 acres are expected to be under crop this year.

BOBCAYGEON ROAD.

The Bobcaygeon Road is now nearly completed to the rear of Galvvay and
Somerville, within a hundred yards of the Burnt River. Over this river a Bridge
is being erected and will be completed before the 1st July. Mr. Hughes, the

Agent, reports that 38 settlers have already moved in, have put up 25 shanties,

and cleared about 76 acres of land, although the settlement was only commenced
on the 1st December, 1857. The total population is about 100.

Mr. Hughes states that 150 persons have caused him to set down their names
for lots east of the road, and have expressed themselves well pleased with the

lands, and there can be no doubt but that from the excellent character of the

land north of the Burnt River, in the new Townships of Snowdon and Minden,
the progress of settlement would be very rapid if the road were continued North
through these townships.

MISSISSIPPI ROAD.

There is also another Road of great importance being opened for colonisation

purposes, called " The Mississippi Road,'' as it opens for settlement the land in the

fertile valley of that river. It commences at Geddes' Bridge in North Sherbrooke,
and, taking a north-westerly direction, is intended to intersect the Frontenac, the

Addington and the Hastings roads, all of which lead to the Madawaska. Ten
miles of this road have been already made and a contract given out for the making
of ten miles further.

This road is under the superintendence of Mr. John A. Snow, who reports the

land generally to be of excellent quality and to present great facilities for good road-

making, the country being fertile and fit for settlement. The survey of the entire

land, so far as the Hastings Road, is now completed—a distance of 72 miles—60
miles of which are through land suitable for settlement.

The making of this road will open up for settlement a prodigious tract of ex-
cellent land, and will not cost more than £100 per mile, including all bridges.
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MUSKOKA ROAD.

Another Road upon which part of the Legislative Grant is being expended is

the Muskoka Road, which is intended to run from the head of the navigation of

Lake Couch iching at a point called Washago Mills to the grand falls at Muskoka,
where it will intersect the line known as Bell's Line ; along which it is proposed

to construct a main or base line road eastward from Lake Muskoka until it meets
the Ottawa and Opeongo Road, which commences on the Ottawa River and is

being gradually opened westwardly.

The contract for building a bridge over the Severn and also for making about

eight miles of the road north of the bridge has been given out, and it is proposed
shortly to give out nine miles more. Ten miles of the road will be completed by
the 1st July.

A much larger quantity of good land than was expected has been explored.

This road will let settlers in from the west to the good tract of country lying

between the Georgian Bay on the west, and the point on the Ottawa from which
the " Opeongo Road " debouches on the east, thus completing the main lines of

road which running northerly were intended to pierce and open up this extensive

region.

FRONTENAC AND MADAWASKA ROAD.

This road, commencing at Lot No. 11 in the second concession of Hinchin-

brooke, has been completed for a distance of about 26 miles, and is now an
excellent summer road.

The Townships on both sides are opened for sale at the low price of 4s. per

acre, and with the advantages which this road presents, a vast extent of territory

north of Kingston will be immediately settled and brought into cultivation.

ELZEVIR AND KALADAR ROAD.

This road since the last Report has been made a most excellent one for the

whole distance (15 miles), commencing at the village of Troy and intersecting

the Addington Road in Kaladar, giving the settlers easy access to the mills and
stores in Hastings.

The making of this road has been the cause of settling many thousands of

acres which were otherwise almost unapproachable, and like all the other Colo-

nization roads has given a value to lands which were hitherto almost valueless, and
has greatly enhanced the value of those that are good.

KINGSTON AND PERTH ROAD.
This Road, leading from Kingston to Perth, passes through a large section of

Crown Lands which had remained unsaleable, and aid to the extent of £1500 in all

has been furnished to enable the road to be carried through this unsettled tract

with a view to its being opened up and sold.
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SUMMARY OF ROADS AND EXPENDITURE THEREON.
The total number of miles of road made in Upper Canada by Legislative

Grants for colonization purposes is 382§, viz.

:

Roads.

Collingwood and Meaford .

Hastings
A-ddington

Fronteuac and Madawaska
Elzevir and Kaladar
Bobcaygeon
Elma

8 jElma and Mornington
9 Elora and Saugeen
10

11

12

13

14
15

16

Woolwich and Huron.
Durham Road

Summer road.

Winter road.

.

The above are under the superintendence of Mr. Gibson.

Ottawa and Opeongo Road (miles completed)
Branch Opeongo Road (under contract) under the superintend

ence of Mr. A. J. Russell

Mississippi Road
Do do under contract

Kingston and Perth Road aid given—number of miles not accu

rately ascertained, varying from 15 to 20, say

Winter Summer Approximate
Miles. Miles. Cost.

£ 8. d.

19 1623 15 1

68£ 8232 13 6
56 8263 9 4
26 2440

15f 1304
.

.

15 2625 8 6

n .

.

573
12 .

.

500
.

.

78 5772
29 2146

• • If 111

289f
•• m

327£ 33591 6 5

44£ 5696 15 9

13
10 ' 1000

10

18 1500

423| £41788 2 2,

Messrs. Gibson and Russell's reports on the state of these roads are appended
hereto, and their accounts and vouchers submitted to the auditor of public ac-

counts.

Experience now teaches that newly arrived emigrants, unaccustomed to the

use of the axe, and alike ignorant of the effects of our climate and the rotation of

crops, have but little chance of immediate success in settling upon wild lands,

unless possessed of sufficient capital to enable them to employ laborers, or pay
during the first year or so for the experience which others can furnish. The newly
arrived emigrants, with but little means, should be warned of the difficulties in the

way of their success ; and should rather be encouraged to hire out with the

farmers of the country for a season or so, than to undertake farming themselves

without experience. Labor, though not commanding the price it did during the

last four or five years, is, as compared with the prices paid ten years ago, very

high ; and even those most ignorant of the customs of the country can readily

find employment, if willing to work, and receive from eight to ten dollars per

month wages, with as good board and lodging as their employers.

BOARDS OF ARTS AND MANUFACTURES.
Complaints have been frequently made that too much attention has been

devoted to agriculture to the neglect of arts and manufactures, and that a corres-
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ponding interest had not been shown in stimulating the labors of artizans and
mechanics, by means of prizes and distinctions, awarded on the principle of those

extended to agriculture.

To remedy this several clauses were introduced into the Act 20 Vict. cap. 32.

In the establishing of Boards of Arts and Manufactures in both sections of the

Province, giving them corporate powers, and connecting with them the Mechanics'

Institutes in both Provinces, by obtaining one delegate therefrom for every twenty
working mechanics who shall have paid a 5s. subscription, and also authorizing a
member of the Board of Trade from Upper and Lower Canada to be accredited to

the Board of Arts in each Province.

For encouragement and aid to these Boards, the Legislature voted, during the

last session, the sum of £250 to each. The Boards have been little more than

organized, but every effort is being made by their members to give them the im-

portance and usefulness which the Legislature contemplated, and with this view
regular meetings have been held at which various appropriate subjects have been
discussed and necessary arrangements made. The Boards propose to establish

museums and libraries of reference, with specimens of the mineral and vegetable

wealth of Canada, all native substances of an economic value, models of machinery

and new inventions, &c. ; to establish a School of Design, and to offer prizes for

the best essays on various branches of arts and manufactures.

The want of accommodation in the building at present occupied by this

Department, rendering it quite impossible so to arrange the numerous models of

inventions, and the very valuable library presented by the Royal Patent Com-
missioners in London, as to give the public access to them for inspection. The
Minister of Agriculture has placed them in the temporary custody of the Board

in Toronto, where they are now arranged in spacious rooms, open to the public

from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m., daily. There are now in possession of this body more
than 300 models of inventions, 137 folio volumes of engravings of English

Patents, and 130 royal octavo volumes of specifications of the same, and other

miscellaneous works belonging to this Department.

IMMIGRATION.

With regard to immigration, full particulars as to numbers, classes, nations,

&c, will be found in Mr. Buchanan's Report, which has been laid before the House
of Assembly. Owing to many parties having during the past year come to this

country who were not required, or who, from their having been brought up to

particular branches of particular trades, which alone they were prepared to

follow, were not fitted to succeed here, the Minister of Agriculture deemed it

necessary to issue a circular to all the Municipalities, asking their opinions as to

the class of persons required. To the queries in the Circular 154 replies have

been received— 143 from Upper Canada, and 11 from Lower Canada, and there

are probably 200 yet to be received. The total number asked for up to the 18th

March, is 15,115, about 9,000 of whom are agricultural laborers and female

servants, and 3,000 boys and girls. These are, of course, exclusive of emigrants,

who raaycome for the purpose of settling on lands. These 15,000, with their

families, will probably make the number 30,000 up to this time, encouraged to

immigrate, for whose location in the country provision has been attempted

through means of the Circular and the answers, independent of those who may
be coming to their friends, or who may be merely passing through Canada to

the Western States. Means are being taken by the Minister to prevent emigrants

congregating and remaining idle in the large towns, by forwarding them to the

localities where their services are required
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Advices have been received that several thousand Norwegians and Germans
are to arrive at Quebec, and it is hoped that many of them may be induced to

adopt Canada as their home. The settlement of a few distinct localities will,

doubtless, induce many of their countrymen to follow ; the absence of persons

speaking their language being the great difficulty in the first instance.

Norwegians appear to be particularly well calculated for settlers in Canada,
as the abundance of timber, the fisheries, and the climate are all suited to their

tastes and habits, and occupations, and they have been found to be industrious

and peaceable settlers.

Whether the emigrant intends to settle in Canada or seek his home in the

Western States, the route from the Old World, by Quebec, and through Canada,
is now, beyond all doubt, the preferable one. The regulations which exist for

the protection of the emigrants, and the facilities afforded for transporting him
through Canada, are unequalled. Landed at Quebec he can pursue an uninterrupted

journey thence to Chicago by water or by rail, as he may choose—and arrived at

Toronto he can have his choice of routes, by water, or by water and rail; the

arrangements made for a line of screw steamers from Collingwood to Chicago
during the coming season, presenting a means of transport of very great value to

the emigrant, combining as it does speed and safety, and the enjoyment which a
passage through the magnificent Northern Lakes naturally affords.

MECHANICS 5 INSTITUTES AND LIBRARY ASSOCIATIONS.

The Minister of Agriculture, with the view of ascertaining whether the

Mechanics' Institutes and Library Associations in the Province were constituted

or upheld in compliance with the Act 14 and 15 Vic, cap. 86 (which requires,

amongst other provisions, that each Institute shall have ten members, and shall

hold as such Institute, in money, or in money's worth, in order to be legally

organized, the sum of £25 currency), issued a circular to each Institute and
Association in the Province, requesting the President to answer certain queries, a
list of which is hereto subjoined.

The number of Mechanics' Institutes and Library Associations receiving Gov-
ernment aid is about 143. Of these only 49 have, as yet, returned any answer to

the circular, and one of the 49 appears not to have complied with the law in not
having shewn that it has any money or money's worth over and above the Legis-

lative grant of £50.
The Minister has, under the circumstances, thought it right to recommend the

passing of an Order in Council that public notice shall be given that such Institutes

or Associations a9 shall not have replied, satisfactorily, before the 10th day of May
next to the list of queries sent to them, shall have their annual grant of £50 with-
held.

The total annual grant to Mechanics' Institutes and Library Associations is

£7,300, and it is desirable that this amount should be expended for the purpose for

which it was designed by the Legislature. The number of members reported in
the 48 Institutes is 6,971, (average 143). The number of volumes, independent
of papers and periodicals, 42,172 (average 893). The number of volumes added
last year 59,226 (average 1208 for each Institute). The names of those Institutes

which have replied to the queries up to this date are given in the table annexed.
(Since the above was written twelve other returns have been received ; for

particulars of which see Appendix.)
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PATENT OFFICE.

The number of Patents for Inventions issued by this department is steadily on

the increase. 115 were granted during the past year, upon which the fees paid

amounted to the sum of £601 13s. lOd.

It is desirable that the specifications and plans of the different Canadian In-

ventions, now under patent, should be published after the manner in which the

same work is done in England and the United States, and that the publication

should be continued yearly, or every two years, of the plans and specifications of

patents granted during such period. There has not, as yet, been any published

collection of such documents, and many of them exhibit talent and ingenuity of a

high order creditable to the Province. After the first cost of publishing those al-

ready in existence the annual cost of publishing will be inconsiderable.

The specifications and engravings of all patents issued in England and the

United States are annually presented to this Department by ihe Royal Commissioners

of Patents in London, and the Patent Office in Washington, and these -already form

an extensive and valuable library reference. They naturally expect Canada to

return the favor, and it is in every way desirable that the Bureau should be in a

position to do so.

MANUFACTURES.

The Department has taken steps to procure a reliable statement of the vast

water power in Canada, and of all useful particulars relating to the localities in

which it is situate, with the object of bringing the facts under general notice at home

and abroad.

We have here the raw material in water power, in all the substances neces-

sary for the erection of suitable buildings and machinery, in labor, in wool, in flax

and hemp, if these productions were stimulated by a demand for them, and it is

ascertained that cotton can be deposited in the cities of Montreal and Ottawa at as

low a price as in Lowell.

It is hoped (hat by making known these great sources of industry the capital

and skilled labor which are required to give them activity will be attracted to the

country.

The Boards of Arts and Manufactures have already invited Essays on the

subject of the existing Manufactures of the Province, and it is expected that

through the agency of these bodies the progress made from 3'ear to year in such

pursuits will be accurately ascertained. As already noticed, there is great diffi-

culty in procuring proper answers to inquiries, and in obtaining the information

which is necessary to the compilation of accurate statistics on many of the subjects

alluded to in this Report, the presentation of which to the Legislature has been

thus long deferred in the hope that additional facts could have been presented.

All which is respectfully submitted.

P. M. VANKOUGHNET,
Minister of Agriculture.

Bureau of Agriculture and Statistics,

May 1st, 1858.

Note.—{The Appendix to this Report is not printed for the use of Members, in

accordance with ihe recommendation of the Committee on Printing,
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EMIGRATION REPORT.

Office of Her Majesty's Chief Agent for the
Superintendence of Emigration to Canada,

Quebec, 3 1st December, 1857.

Str,—I have the honor to submit to Your Excellency, for the information of
Her Majesty's Government, my Annual Report on the Immigration to the Province
during the year 1857.

Table No. 1 of the Appendix furnishes the usual returns of the seasons' immi-
gration, from which it will appear that the number of parsons embarked from
Europe for this port during the season was as follows

:

Cabin. Steerage.

Adults, males 892 12,458
< : females 576 8,857

Children, males 177 3,928
" females 157 3,676

under 1 year 38 1,547

1840 30,451

32,291

Births on passage 44

Total 32,335
Deaths on passage 206
Quarantine ...» 32

238

Total number landed 32,097

From this table it will further be seen that the number of vessels engaged in

the conveyance of emigrants from Europe was 231, having a tonnage capacity of

143,963 tons, and navigated by 5,436 seamen; 213 of these vessels were of the

ordinary class of sailing ships, and these had an average passage of 44 days. The
remainder were steamships, which made an average passage of 12 days. Of the

213 sailing ships in this return, 180 were from ports in the United Kingdom ; 93 of
these came within the regulations of the Passenger Act, and 87 were exempt.
The former brought out 19,997, and the latter 789 passengers. The foreign immi-
gration employed 51 ships, 7 of which were British, and 44 foreign. Of the
whole immigration of the season there arrived by the

Cabin. Steerage.

18 Steamships 1,549 3,245
213 Sailing vessels 291 27,012

1,840 30,257

The immigration has been very free from disease, the average mortality among
the passengers from the United Kingdom having been no more than ^ of 1 per
cent., chiefly confined to children. The foreign passengers have suffered more, but
among them the average mortality, between embarkation in Europe and landincr

in Quebec, has been less than 1 and f per cent, children included. The mortality

B
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at sea has been confined to sailing vessels, not a single death having been reported

on board any of the steamers. The following is a comparative statement of the

arrivals from each country for the years 1856 and 1857

:

1856. 1857.

From England 10,353 15,471
" Ireland 1,688 2,016
« Scotland 2,794 3.218
" Germany 4,537 4,961
" Norway and Sweden 2,806 6,407
" Lower Provinces 260 24

22,439 32,097

Shewing the increase in 1857 of 9,658 souls, equal to 43 per cent. And
distinguishing the nationality or origin of the immigrants of the two seasons,

they will appear as follows :

1856. 1857.

English 5,555 11,098

Irish 4,357 4,466

Scotch 3,872 4,924
Germans 4,745 4,872
Norwegians and Swedes 2,806 6,470
Belgians 843 216
Canadians 261 51

22,439 32,097

The increase is principally on the English and Norwegians.

Of the former, the increase is 5,543 persons, and of the latter 3,664. From
Scotland the increase is 1,052, and from Ireland 109, from Germany 127, while

on the number from Belgium and the Lower Provinces there is a decrease of 837

persons. Table No. 2 of the Appendix presents a return of the ships and passen-

gers from each port and country during 1857, with the mortalily from .each port

respectively, also showing a comparative statement of the immigration from each

port and country for the seasons 1855 and 1856. The deaths among 15,544

persons who sailed from English ports were 73, or equal to 0.47 per cent. From
Ireland, among 2,018 persons, but 2 deaths occurred. From Scotland, out of

3,224, but 6 deaths occurred. Among the Germans the deaths were 37 out of

5,018 persons, equal to 1.13 per cent,
r

i he greatest mortality occur! ed among
the Norwegians, being 100 on an emigration of 6,507, or equal to 1.53 per cent.

Table No 3 presents a general hospital return, shewing the number of patients

admitted for medical relief, with the results at the Quarantine Station between

1st May and its close on the 31st of Ociober, at the Marine and Emigrant Hospital

in this city, and at the General Hospital, Montreal, between the 1st May and 31st

December. From this return it will be seen that the total number of cases

treated in these several institutions was 537 and the deaths 40. Table JNo. 4

furnishes a return of the adult male immigration, distinguishing trades and
callings. The total males embarked was 12,443, who were classed as follows,

viz

:

Farmers and agricultural labourers 3,518

Mechanics 2, 1 85

Merchants, Clerks, &c . 327
Servants 134

Labourers 6,279

12,443
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Tablp No. 5 presents a comparative statement of the number of emigrants

landed at this Port since the year 1829 to the present time, a period of 29 years,

numbering in the aggregate 901,005 souls, affording an average of 31,070 per

annum.

Table No. 6 furnishes a return of persons who have been aided in their emi-
gration to this country by private individuals, charitable societies, or under the

sanction of the Poor Law Commission.

The total number assisted was 1,740, and the amount paid among them on
arrival here was £885 10s. 8d., of which sum £816 15s. 8d. was paid through
this office, and £68 15s by agents.

The Wellington Emigration Society sent out from England 1,062 persons, who
received a sum of 10s. each adult on landing here, in addition to a free passage to

Western Canada ; 33 lads were from the London Reformatory School, and 62 per-

sons were sent out by their parishes. From Ireland there were 379 persons, viz :— 1

3

males, 293 females, and 73 children, all from Poor Law Unions, they received from
10s. to 25s. sterling each on landing here. Those from the Continental number
49 men, 51 women, and 94 children ; 8 1 persons received money on landing here,

amounting to £72 15s., and 133 received a free passage only. I have to report

but two cases of disaster at sea occurring to Emigrant vessels bound to this port

during the past season, viz :—the ship Martin Luther, which sailed from Liverpool

on the 9th of April, with 499 passengers, after having been a few days at sea, was
dismasted in the Channel and carried into Plymouth, where she refitted and sailed

again on the 28th of May. The second case was that of the ship St. Clair, which
sailed from Tralee on the 11th June with 227 passengers, and having sprung a leak

was abandoned at sea, her passengers were rescued by the Ariel, of Bristol, and
taken into Cork, where they were provided with a passage by the Maria, and ar-

rived here on the 3rd September in good health. It is satisfactory to find that in

both these cases, although the passengers were exposed to much suffering and
hardship, there was no loss of life. Although the disasters at sea have fortunately

been attended with no loss of life, I regret to have to refer to a most disastrous

disaster which occurred on the river St. Lawrence, within a few miles of this city.

The steamer Montreal, which formed one of a line between Quebec and Montreal,,

left her wharf here on the afternoon of the 26th of June with from 300 to 400 per-

sons on board. She took fir? shortly after, and was totally consumed alter having
been run aground on a shoal some distance from the shore. The loss of life never
can be correctly ascertained, but 254 bodies in the whole were recovered.

The passengers by this ill-fated vessel were composed chiefly of the emi-
grants by the ship Jno. McKenzie, from Glasgow, which vessel had arrived the
previous evening with 338 souls. Of this number 69 left the next morning by
railway, and 11 remained in this city, 258 are consequently supposed to have em-
barked on board the Montreal, of which number but 67 are ascertained to have
been saved, leaving 191 persons missing. Those saved suffered the entire loss of
such of their baggage and property as was not carried on their persons. There
has been much humane attention directed to the survivors of this catastrophe,
and assistance has been presented by the cities of Quebec, Montreal and Toronto,
as well as by other places.

The St. Andrew's Society of Montreal have taken a most active and efficient

course for the relief of the Scotch emigrants, and have been zca'ously seconded
by the sister society of Quebec. These institutions have offered a warm sympa-
thy for the surviving dismembered families by contributing largely towards making
good their losses of property, and by enabling such as desired it to return to their

relations or to proceed to their original destination.
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The circumstances of this disaster underwent at the time a searching inquest,

which resulted in a verdict, of " Manslaughter" against the captain, owner, pilot

and mate of the vessel. The owner has evaded arrest, but the master is now in

jail, and the pilot and mate are under bail, all awaiting their trial. In the course

of the season complaints were made by the passengers of five vessels for infringe-

ment of the regulations of the Passengers' Act. In three cases in which I found
it necessary to institute legal proceedings convictions were obtained, and in two
other cases compensation was made to the satisfaction of the passengers.

The first case was against Captain Craig, of the steamer United Service, from
London, for short issue of water.

The vessel having proceeded to Montreal, the information with the necessary

instructions were transmitted to the agent in that city, and on the complaint being

heard the master was fined in a penalty of £50 currency, with costs. The second
case was against Captain Olive, of the ship E. A. Bright, from Liverpool, under
three clauses of the Act, viz. : 1st. By issuing an insufficient allowance of meat and
flour during the voyage; 2nd. By issuing an insufficient supply of water; 3rd.

By neglecting to keep the abstracts of the Passenger Acts and Order in Council

posted up, as required by Law. The sitting Magistrates condemned the Captain

in the penalty of £5 sterling, and costs, for each of the two first offences, and forty

shillings and costs for the last. The third case was against Captain Corner, of the

ship " McDonnell," from London, for not having issued a proper and sufficient

supply of water and provisions during the voyage. The complaint for the non-
issue of water was fully proved, and the master was fined £1 sterling per day,

during the period of 34 days, in which the full allowance of water was withheld.

The complaint respecting the deficiency in provisions not being proved, was with-

drawn.
The following complaints were settled without the necessity of a reference to

the Magistrates : Some few articles in the dietary scale of the ship " Ion,'' from
London, had fallen short, owing to the length of passage, 68 days, but the master

at once allowed the value of the articles deficient, amounting to 2s. 6d. for each
passenger, w7ith which they were well satisfied. The last case was by the passenger

ship a Melbourne," from Liverpool ; this vessel cleared outwards with only 24
steerage passengers, and accordingly did not appear to come under the Act, but a

family of four persons having entered as cabin passengers, and although they paid

cabin fare, having been provisioned and accommodated only as steerage passengers,

the master was made to perceive that all the regulations of the Act might be
enforced against him. In order to prevent the case being brought before the Magis-

trates the matter was settled by a money payment to the satisfaction of the com-
plainants.

Complaints for breach of contract were also made by the passengers, 24 in

number, per " Esmeralda," from Liverpool. As the vessel did not come within the

operation of the Passenger Act, I was unable to afford them any assistance in

obtaining redress. The petition of the passengers setting forth their grievances,

was transmitted by their request to the Government Emigration Board in London.

The numerous testimonials and complimentary addresses presented to the mas-

ters of passenger ships, on their arrival here, shew that the treatment experienced

by emigrants on their voyage to this port is generally satisfactory to them. The
only case of personal ill treatment which came under my notice, was made by the

passengers of the " E, A. Bright " against the subordinate officers of that ship,

and proceedings were about being taken by several of the passengers against the

chief mate and boatswain for assaults under various circumstances during the

voyage. None of the accused were, however, forthcoming, nor could any of them
be found during the stay of the prosecutors in this city. They had been made
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aware of the passengers' intention to prosecute them, and dreading the punishment
which they must have been sensible awaited them, they evaded a trial. Serious

complaints of this kind are, I am happy to say, of rare occurrence on board emigrant

ships coming to this port. The masters of the regular traders are generally kind,

humane men, and be"ing interested in obtaining and preserving a good name for

their ships, provide with every care for the comfort of their passengers. Casual

ships are not always so well commanded, although it is seldom that any charge can

be urged beyond thai of want, of experience in the carriage of passengers. A very

large proportion of the British as well as the Foreign emigrants proceeding to the

western part of the Province, continue to take the route of New York: I regret

to say numerous complaints are made of the treatment experienced by passengers

on this route, not only while on their voyage across the Atlantic, but also when,

arrived at New York, and on the journey inland. The vessels employed in the

New York passenger trade are more frequently transient ships, with masters less

experienced in the business than those of the regular traders to this port, and, I

feel warranted in saying, less respectable in their characters, so many cases of infa-

mous conduct towards their steerage passengers, fnd particularly the females, have
become public, that the Canadian emigration will be largely diverted from this line

hereafter. The Commissioners of Emigration of New York, I am aware, do all

in their power to check the impositions practised upon emigrants who land

there, and since the establishment of the depot at Castle Gardens, for the

reception and temporary accommodation of the steerage passengers arriving,

they are saved from many of the evils to which they were formerly subject.

Still the extent and character of the population of the City of New York,
of the lower class, make it impracticable that a full protection should be
afforded. The stranger is yet imposed upon by over charges, detained as long

as he has money to expend, misdirected on his way, and often plundered, by
force, of his only means. The American press is loud in denouncing the frauds

parctised upon those who are so pressingly invited to adopt the United States

route, and their own interest leads the respectable part of the community to desire

their prevention. But the too general absence of suspicion in the victims offers a
temptation apparently not to be resisted, and the mal-practises seem rather to ex-

tend. The countrymen of the emigrants are often employed to inveigle them,
sharing, doubtless, in the plunder obtained, and English, Irish and German are

largely made use of by all the pretended forwarding companies and agents, who im-
pose by means of worthless railway and steamboat tickets. The regulations of both
the railways and steamboats of the United States are less strict in regard to luggage
than is the case in Europe. Emigrants' property is exposed to loss from the con-

fusion permitted, and if lost or stolen is seldom recovered. Emigrants, and more
particularly families and single females, are cautioned against risks they run in

adopting the New York route. If their destination is Canada, or indeed any of the

northern or western states, they are strongly advised to come out by way of Quebec
in the summer, and by way of Portland in the winter. The passage at either season
is no longer, while it is on the whole, less expensive, and the inland route by the

St. Lawrence and the Lakes, or by Railway, is mDre direct and a good deal cheaper.
There is no detention, and any attempt, at imposition, if made known, can hardly
fail of being promptly punished by the authorities. Emigrants are advised, in all

cases where circumstances will permit, to secure their passage by steamer in pre-
ference to sailing vessels, and if time, health and comfort are fully considered, the
steamship will prove the cheapest in the end. The establishment of a regular
weekly line of mail steamers from Liverpool to this port, which will come into opera-
tion in the ensuing spring, will afford intending emigrants full opportunity of secu-
ring a speedy, safe and regular conveyance. The service performed by this line
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during the past season, has given general satisfaction, from its regularity and
despatch. The first vessel arrived here on the 1st of May, and the last left this port

on the 14th of November, making fourteen trips. They brought out 1,466 cabin

and 2,631 steerage passengers, making an average passage of less than eleven days.

On their return trips, thirteen in number, thev carried 958 cabin and 1,609 steerage

passengers, making an average passage of ten days twenty hours, giving the total

passengers carried out and home by this line, 2,424 cabin and 4,240 steerage.

The total expenditure of the Emigration Department, including the Quarantine
establishment at Grosse Isle, amounts to £11,939 15s. 4d. The cost of the Quaran-
tine establishment amounted to the sum of. £2,603 6 1

and the Steamboat service for the same 1,200

Total £3,803 6 1

The expenditure for the direct relief of emigrants in trans-

fer and provisions, together with the salaries and other

expenses, are , £8,136 9 3

£11,939 15 4

The several heads of the expenditure on account of the Quarantine establish-

ment during the season of 1857, above referred to, were as follows, viz.

:

Pay of Officers and Staff £2092 10 6

Hospital Supplies 164 3 10
Hospital Furniture 29 15

Cartages 70 6 10
Washing 23 3

Drugs 12 8 1

Boats for use of Station 54 17 6

Sundries 21 7

Printing, Stationery, &c 39 17 1

Advance to wintering party 95

£2603 6 1

This sum, when compared with the expenditure of 1856, shows a small increase

of £188 3s. 7d. The expense of the Quarantine establishment was equal to

2s. 4d. per head on each emigrant embarked from Europe.

The expenditure of the emigration department to 31st December, has been as

follows, to wit

:

QUEBEC.
Transport (inland) £2535 16 11

Provisions 29 6 3

Sundries, funeral expenses, &c 172 16 6

Agency charges... 94 18 2

Salaries 394 9

£3227 6 10

MONTREAL.
Transport £579 16 9

Provisions 26 8 4
Sundries 40 14 2

Agency charges 53 8 3

Salaries
' 408 5

£1108 12 6
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OTTAWA.

Transport, £45 8

Provisions, 2 18 3

Agency charges; 74 9 9

Salaries,./ 225

TORONTO AND KINGSTON.

Transport, £851 11 7

Provisions, 93 5 6

Agency charges, 169 10

Salaries, 925 18 11

HAMILTON.

Transport £772 13 2
Provisions 91 6 6

Agency charges 98 8 3
Salaries 450

£347 16

£2040 6

£1412 7 11

£8136 9 3

From this statement it will be seen that the total direct relief extended to des-

titute Immigrants at the usual agencies throughout the Province was
In~Transport £4785 6 5

Provisions 243 4 10
Funeral and other expenses attending the loss of

steamer Montreal . 213 10 8

Office charges and sundries 490 14 5

Salaries., 2403 12 11

£8136 9 3

The number of persons assisted at the Quebec Agency was 4180 viz.

:

Males 995
Females 1632
Children 1553

4180 equal to 3232;adults.
There were forwarded to Montreal 1040
Eastern Townships ... 69
Ottawa 40\
Western Canada 1744
Western States 260
Ports on Lake Erie 27
New York 52

3232
at an average cost of 15s. 6|d. each adult.

Of the above number 1519 were foreigners, viz.

:

Male adults 433
Females 443
Children 643
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They were constituted of 915 Norwegians and 614 Germans.

The Montreal agent reports the number assisted there was equal to 917 adults

at an average cost of 2s 6d per adult. These consisted of, viz. :

Male adults 304
Females 436
Children 495

1235

They were forwarded, viz.

:

To Western Canada 766

Ottawa District 285
United States 184

of which number 223 were foreigners, viz. : 126 Germans, and 97 Norwegians.

Males 54, females 64, children 105.

The number of persons relieved at the several agencies in Western Canada
are not stated in the returns which have reached me.

The expenditure for 1857 at the several agencies of this Department when
compared with those of 1856, shows an increase of £3,329 7s. 5d. This has been
incurred chiefly under the head of Transport and Provisions. In Lower Canada
the increased expenditure, amounting to £1,414, is in proportion only to the in-

creased number of emigrants arrived. In Upper Canada, both at Toronto and
Hamilton, this proportion has been exceeded, the extra expenditure at those two
places being £1,916, while in proportion to the larger number of the emigration it

should have been nearly £1000 less. The demands for assistance made on these

two agencies were very numerous during all the latter part of the season, conse-

quently on the superabundant labor accumulated there, and the duty of dispersing

those unable to obtain employment became extremely burthensome. The establish-

ment of an agency at the City of Ottawa has also involved some additional expen-

diture. But this, owing to the extended field opened for emigrants in that section

is likely to exercise an important and beneficial influence in future, and be the

means of attracting a large portion of our future emigration to the Government Lands
recently opened for sale in all the neighboring Districts. The Emigrant Tax rea-

lized in course of the past season was as follows, viz. : at Quebec

22,567 Adults, at 5s £5641 15

7,883 1 to 14 years, at 3s. 9d 1478 1 3

7 " 7s. 6d 2 12 6

36 Stowaways, " 47s. 6d 85 10

Montreal,

124 Adults, at 5s 31

51 1 to 14 years, at 3s. 9d 9 11 3

30,668 £7,248 10

being equal to an average of 4s. 8d. on each Emigrant from Europe above the age
of one year. The total expenditure on the emigration, including the cost of the

maintenance of the Quarantine Establishment, amounting to 7s. 9d. per head.

But including the expenses of the Grosse Isle Establishment, and taking the direct

expenditure in the relief and assistance of the destitute among the Immigration of

the year, the average outlay per head is 5s. 3d.

At page 27 I add copy of the annual Report received from Mr. Hawke, the

chief Agent for Western Canada, on the result of the Season's Immigration to the

section of the Pr< vince under his more immediate charge. From this Report it

will appear that the total arrivals of Immigrants in Canada during the year was
71,220, viz: 32,097 by the route of the St Lawrence, and 39,123 by the route of
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the United States, and of the whole number 37,034 proceeded to the Western
States, and 34,186 have remained as settlers in Canada. The attempt to ascertain

the final place of settlement of the Immigration is always attended with difficulty,

and a precise result cannot be produced by any extent of inquiry. I submit, how-
ever, the following table which I have drawn up from the best resources at my
command and which may be considered to be a near approximation to the truth.

ARRIVALS.
Number of Emigrants landed at Quebec, exclusive of cabin passengers. . . . 30257
Number received from Portland from railway returns, viz :

from Europe 1087
from United States 1784

2871
At Toronto and Hamilton, from ports on Lake Ontario, as stated by Mr.

Hawke 3180
At Hamilton, by route of Niagara Suspension Bridge, as stated by Mr.

Dixon, Emigrant Agent there „ 35943

Total arrivals 72251

DISTRIBUTION.

Proceeded to the Western States from Hamilton by Mr. Dixon's

report 37034
From Eastern Canada, from returns 685
Returned to United Kingdom by steam and sailing vessels from

Quebec, and according to Custom return, 1356.

One-half of whom are estimated to have been emigrants of the

season 678
Number lost by the burning of the steamer Montreal 191

38588
Settled in Canada 33663

Total distribution 72251
Of this number, Mr. Hawke estimates that there settled in Western

Canada 31423
Settled in Eastern Canada , 2240

33663

I do not venture to offer an estimate of the property which is brought into the
Province by the annual emigration, because systematic inquiry on this point is not
made, and because I find that from a large class of the emigration it is difficult to

obtain reliable answers, even when the question is put incidentally. The amount
drawn on their arrival here by the Norwegian passengers of the season, chiefly

through bills of exchange on New York, 1 ascertained to have been $140,000,
equal to $23 per head.

The Commissioners of Emigration at New York, in their report for 1856, state

that the average amount of money brought to that place by the European immigrants
bound to Canada, was over $76. With some persons undoubtedly there will

always be a disposition to overstate their means ; but the mass of the emigration
are too apprehensive of sharpers to allow the amount of money on their persons to

transpire, and I believe all estimates on this head to be understated. On a review
of the immigration of the past season, I may be permitted to remark that the coun-
try has received an accession to her population by the introduction of a large

body of healthy immigrants, many of whom have brought a considerable amount
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of wealth and intelligence with them, and although some, doubtless, may have
experienced disappointment, because their progress has not been such as they had
been led to expect, the fault has been attributed to themselves rather than to any
amount of means on the part of the country to provide for them. The general con-

dition and prospects of those who had been fitted by their education and previous

habits for removal to such a country as Canada, are not unsatisfactory. Labor-

ers, and more especially agriculturists, have been in general demand throughout

the spring and summer, and in many parts of the Province the supply was
so far from meeting the demand that the farmers were subjected to much incon-

venience and even loss from want of hands. Domestic servants, more particularly

females, were universally inquired for, and all such readily found employment
at fair wages. But during both the last season and that of 1856 we have
received a large number of skilled mechanics, such as machinists, locomotive

builders, tool makers and others practising the higher branches of mechanics, who
have found it difficult to obtain employment. The demand for this description of

labor is at all times limited, and newcomers are at great disadvantage in finding

places for themselves. The Agent al Hamilton reports that some of this class who
reached his district, have gone to the United States, while a few who had means
returned to England dissatisfied and disappointed. But the class to whom this

country offers the least encouragement are those who have no business or calling,

persons who have been brought up as merchants, bankers or lawyers, clerks,

unaccustomed to labor, or persons whose sedentary employment has affected their

constitution and strength, or who have been confined to a single branch of a

manufacture until they are incapacitated from taking other labor. No person of

these descriptions ought to be induced to emigrate unless some previous prepara-

tion has been made for them, or unless they come out to friends who are in a

position to provide for them until suitable employment can be found.

In the return of the past season there are no less than 327 persons among the

steerage passengers styled merchants and clerks, for whom there is really no
employment. The country has an oversupply of this class, of native growth,

while many among the self-styled mechanics and tradesmen are equally without

the capacity for any branch of labor that this country at this time offers. Having
mentioned the description of emigrants who are unfitted for this country, it re-

mains only to repeat that, although persons having capital, with judgment and
experience to guide its employment, must possess great advantages in Canada,
still there is ample encouragement for the hardy and industrious, even without

large resources at their command. Farm laborers are the most generally sought

for and fair wTages are always open for their acceptance. But no man who
possesses health and strength, with a determination to take up such offers of

employment as may be made to him, can fail to earn a good livelihood ; nor if

he exercises his intelligence, within a short period greatly to improve his condi-

tion, and that of his family. Lands are open for inspection or occupation on
terms that bring them within easy reach, and the laboring man who is saving

cannot be long in any employment without laying up sufficient store to enable

him to become a settler and proprietor of a lot of land which in a few years may
be made a valuable farm. I regret that the condition of the Province at the

present time does not promise so fairly for the unskilled laboring emigrant of

the next season, as it has done for many years past. The commercial difficulties

which commenced in the United States, and subsequently extended to this

Province, have exercised a very depressing influence upon all classes ; and the

field of employment on which so large a portion of our annual immigration

depends, has been necessarily contracted ; some large works m operation have
been suspended, and many that were in contemplation have been deferred ; a
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severe check also has been given to private enterprise. The ensuing winter, it is

feared, may be one of suffering among the newly arrived of our laboring class.

In the country districts, from the abundance and moderate price of provisions,

there can be no want. But in many of the larger towns, the municipal autho-

rities are already called upon to alleviate the distress by providing employment
for those most in need. In a country like Canada, however, possessing so great

natural resources in her valuable forests and extensive tracts of fertile lands,

awaiting only the application of labor to render them available, the existing state

of things cannot long continue—all superabundant labor must be absorbed, and
room made for the arrival of fresh supplies. By the spring, I anticipate that

business will have resumed its usual course, and that the country generally will

have been restored to its progressive condition, so that even if some of our exten-

sive public works be immediately re-entered upon, there will be a general activity

among the farmers and settlers, whose ample stores will enable them to under-
take further improvements of their lands by means of the labor now to be had
on terms within their reach. Wages will be lower than for some years back

;

mechanics and artizans, unless in a few branches of work, will still find a strong

competition for employment; and unskilled labor must be distributed throughout
the Province in order to be provided for. Agriculturists, however, and all who
can assist efficiently in the farm work of the country, with plough, hoe or axe,
will not fail to meet employment at fair wages. At Paper No. 7 in the Appendix,
I submit copy of the notes appended to the periodical reports made to Your
Excellency during ihe past season, in which I have had occasion to notice the

condition and more immediate prospects of the Emigrants as they arrived. Sub-
mitting this Report to Your Excellency's favorable consideration,

I have the honor to be,

Your Excellency's

Most obedient humble servant,

(Signed) A. C. BUCHANAN,
Chief Agent.

Government Emigration Office,

Toronto, 21st December, 1857.

Dear Sir,—It appears from the returns made to this office that the total num-
ber of emigrants who have entered Canada during the year 1857, amounts to

71,220, viz. :

Landed at Quebec, according to your report 32,097
From various Ports on Lake Ontario, chiefly Oswego and Rochester. 3,180
By the Niagara Falls Suspension Bridge, as per return made by

T. C. Dixon, Emigrant Agent at Hamilton 35,943

Making a total of 71,220

Out of the emigrants who landed at Quebec, it appears that the number who
proceeded direct to the Western States was 10,840, and the number who came by
the Suspension Bridge, and proceeded to the same destination, amounted to 26,194,
making the total number who proceeded to the United States, 37,034, leaving
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34,186 to be accounted for; these, as nearly I can ascertain, have been distributed

as follows, viz. :

Settled between the River Ottawa and Toronto 7,840

And in Cities, Towns and Counties of Upper Canada, west of
*

Toronto 23,583

31,423

Making the total number of actual settlers in 1857, 31,423. As to the remainder

(2,763), some have probably settled in Lower Canada, and many no doubt returned

home, having been disappointed in procuring the kind of employment they had been
accustomed to. Of the 37,034 who proceeded to the United States, the returns

here and at Hamilton show, that 26,823 were Germans and Norwegians ; 2,858
English ; 3,894 Irish ; and 1,506 Scotch. The nationality of the remainder cannot

be ascertained.

Settled in Upper Canada.—The monthly returns kept here and at Hamilton
show the following results, viz.

:

From England by the Steamers 7363
" Ireland do 3507
" Scotland do 2908

Germans and other Foreigners, by the Steamers 1987
From Ireland, by American Ports on Lake Ontario 1535

" England and Scotland 1645
" Germany, by Suspension Bridge 1976
" England, do 3992
" Scotland, do 1674
" Ireland, do 2048

Americans, do 29

28664
Settlers whose nationality could not be ascertained 2759

31,423

More than one-half of the settlers belonged to the labouring class ; about one-

fourth agricultural, farmers, and farm servants ; and the remainder to mechanical
branches, and persons calling themselves shop-men, clerks, warehouse-men, &c.
There were also a considerable number belonging to a class who would do better in

almost any part of the world than in North America, persons who have been com-
fortably brought up, who could do " nothing in particular," but who were willing to
u do any thing ;" many such have left for parts unknown, some still hang loose upon
society, and others have written to their relations for assistance to return to the

United Kingdom ; but as far as I can judge, not one-tenth of the number have found
any kind of employment by which they can earn a livelihood. Canada has an over
supply of this class, of native growth. The sanitary condition of the emigrants has

been very good, and the season remarkably healthy. As to the result of the

year's emigration, I fully concur in the opinions expressed by Mr. Dixon, in his

report of the 16th inst. He says :
" Numbers of persons possessed of information

and skill in the higher branches of mechanism, have been induced to emigrate for

the purpose of benefitting the condition of themselves and families, without ever

considering whether their various callings were in existence in this new country,

or if they were, whether there was sufficient scope for healthy competition. The
consequence has been, that a number of strictly skilled mechanics, book-keepers
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clerks, subordinate in the different professions, and such like, have found their way
to this part of Canada, and having been grievously disappointed in their expec-
tations, the necessitous among them have been induced to turn their attention

to labour and agriculture, in order to obtain bread, and no doubt in time they
will reap a satisfactory result. Others with sufficient means, have left to return

to their native land ; on the other hand the real agriculturists and labourers with a
knowledge of agriculture, have all succeeded well, and even yet there is a limited

demand for English and Scotch farmers. The result of the whole year's emigra-

tion in this part of the Province has been successful, with the above exceptions,

and certainly furnishes ground for its repetition next year, provided those persons
unfitted for the country be properly advised of the privations and suffering to

which they subject themselves by leaving a certainty for an uncertainty." As to the

demand for labour, I can only repeat what I have already said in answer to that

question in the colonization circular of the 17th instant, viz.: That the prospects

for 1858 are not encouraging. An unusual pressure in monetary matters has besn
felt in every part of British North America, as well as throughout the United States.

The banks in the latter country have been obliged to suspend specie payments,
immense numbers of mechanics and labourers have been dismissed, and distress

has been greater than was ever before witnessed ; many of these have sought em-
ployment in this Province. Canada has not suffered to an equal extent ; none of
our banks have been obliged to suspend, and labourers with few exceptions have
found work at slightly reduced wages ; mechanics have suffered most, and I cannot
invite many of that class to come out next year. Farm servants, and especially

females, may depend on immediate work at good wages. Farmers with working
families, who have small capital, can always settle themselves to advantage, and if

prudent and industrious, are sure to better their condition.

I am, &c, &c,

(Signed,) A. B. HAWKE,
Chief Emigrant Agent for Upper Canada.
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No. 2.

Abstract Statement of the number of Emigrants embarked, births on the passage,

with the number died at Sea and at Quarantine, and total landed in the Colony,

distinguishing the Countries and Ports whence they sailed, during the season.

Ports whence sailed.

England and Wales.

Aberystwith
Bideford
Bristol .$
Cardiff...

Carlisle

Falmouth
Exeter
Fowey
Grangemouth
Hull.
Harrington
Liverpool
London
Maryport
Milford
Newcastle
Newport
Padstow
Penzance
Plymouth
Poole
Portsmouth
Shields

Swanzea
Torquay
Truro
Weymouth
"Workington . . . ,

Total.

3

10

1

1

50
20
2

1

1

2

1

15

1

1

121

m

22
320

3

4

70

325

8703
1559

1

6

16

5

2722
15

10

*8

23
36
11

6

19

1492
86

13882

48

1647 15

22
339

3

4

*8

70

329

10201
1648

9

1

6

16

5

2774
10

10

*8

23
36

11

15544

Deaths. Landed in the Colony.

m

2

30

24

22
337

8

70

327

10166
1640

9

1

6

16

5

2748
15

10

*8

23
36

11

6

15471

4
344

3

7262
395
12

6

1

13

1673
24

371

159

10353

Ireland.

Belfast

Cork
Donegal
Dublin
Galway
Limerick
Londonderry
Newry
New Ross
Skibereen
Sligo

Tralee
Waterford
Westport
Youghal .........

Total. 28

503
144

72
257

622

218
185

13

2014

• •

2 505
144 i

••

i 73
257

••

1 623

218
185

13 •*

l 3 2018 2 ••

505
143 64

,

.

6

.

,

11

.

.

15

73 109
257 188

.

.

12

623 671

218 435
184 177

13

2016 1688
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N0# 2.—Abstract statement of the number of Emigrants embarked, births on the

passage, &e,—

(

Continued.

)

Ports whence sailed.

Scotland.

Aberdeen
Annan
Dumfries
Dundee
Glasgow
Greenock
Leith

Lewis Isle

Montrose
Stromness
Trone

Total.

16

31

877
5

1615
263

269

3035

37

130
2

19

M

914
6

1746
265

288

6

3224

Deaths. Landed in the Colony.

913
5

1742
265

287

3218

846

9

1262
332

4

341

2794

Germany, &c.

Antwerp 3

Bremen
|

2

Hamburg
J

15

Total, 20

787
3

4209

4999

8

12

15

794
3

4221 45

5018 53

1 785 927
3 441

3 4173 3169

4 4961 4537

Norway and Sweden.

Bergen
Christiana

Drammen
Drontheim
Kiageroe
Porsgrund
Stavanger
Sandfjord

Tensberg
Gottenburg

Total

2464
961
930
193
41

386
917

322
283

6497

2468
964
930
193
41

386
918

323
284

10 6507

14

29

27

1

79 21

2448
927
902
192
41

385
914

314
284

1193
347
207

247
588
224

6407 2806

Lower Ports.

Total. 24 24 24 261

Recapitulation.

England
Ireland ....

Scotland

Germany
Norway and Sweden.

.

Lower Ports

Total.

121 13882 1647
28 2014 1

21 3035 188
20 4999 4
31 6497
4 24

1

|
235

1

30451 1840

115544

|
2018
3224

I
5018
6507

24
-!

2

6

53

79

44 32335 206

4
21

32

15471
2016
3218
4961
6407

24

10353
1688
2794
4537
2806
261

32097 22439 21274

Government Emigration Office,

Quebec, 31st December, 1857.

(Signed,) A. C. BUCHANAN,
Chief Agent.
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No. 3.

Return of the number of admissions into Hospital, discharges, and deaths of

Emigrants, during the season of 1857.

Grosse Isle Hospital
Marine and Emigrant Hospital, Quebec
General Hospital, Montreal

aa GC
a <u

.2
"Si

.22

E
^3

a O
"ri

«*j <v

<j Q Q

417 385 32
69 59 3

51 44 5

537 488 40

No. 4.

Trades and Callings of Emigrants, 1857.

Bakers 19 Papermakers 1

Butchers 35 Plasterers 1

Braziers and Tinsmiths 20 Saddlers and Harnessmakers 15
Bookbinders and Printers 22 Sawyers

Shoemakers
Smiths
Stonecutters

Tailors

Watch and Clockmakers

21
Bricklayers and Masons 119 157
Cabinetmakers and Turners 25 . 201
Cart and Wheelwrights
Carpenters and Joiners

Coachmakers

44
478

5

21

11

27
257
31

Coopers
Curriers and Tanners

Wool and Flax Dressers

Weavers
Unenumerated
House Servants

10
41

Engineers 124 184
Gardeners 32

6
134

.... 3518
Millers and Millwrights
Miners

127
156
327
21
24

Labourers 6279
9297

Moulders and Foundrymen
Painters and Glaziers

12443

(Signed,] C. BUCHANAN,
Chief Agent.

Government Emigration Office,

Quebec, 31st December, 1857.
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