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1 c Special Committee to whom was referred the Bill intituled, "An Act to
" amend the laws relative to the practice of Physic, Surgery
and Mid" wit'ery in Lower Canada," have the honor to report as
follows
:

Your Committee having submitted

the

accompanying questions

to

different

Medical Profession, both in Upper and Lower Canada, and having
ly considered the answers to the said questions, which they lay
before Your Hono£
e House, are of opinion that the Act. passed in the 10th and
11th years of Her
ijesty's Reign, intituled, "An Act to incorporate the Members of the
Medical
profession in Lower Canada, and to regulate the study and practice of Physic
and
Surgery therein," which entitles to a License to practise Physic, by a certificate
the Medical Board, and exempts from examination before that Board, all
persons
10 are holders of Medical Degrees or Diplomas in any University or
College in
n Majesty's dominions, is not sufficiently calculated to prevent the abuses and
cabers of the

impositions which may possibly occur.
That this law, in granting such a privilege, tolerates these abuses and impo10ns which are most prejudicial to the interests and advantage of the
public in
tect the

l

neral.

That with a view

prevent the abuses and impositions which, under the
possibly occur, it should be amended as proposed by Dr.
aTerriere's Bill, referred to this Committee, and by striking out the proviso
contained
i the ninth section thereof.
That in order to meet the wishes and views of the great majority of the Physiians who have been consulted on this subject, and whose opinions
are given
i the annexed letters, your Committee have deemed it
necessary to recommend
te three following amendments to the Bill referred to them, namely:
leration of that Act,

to

may

after the

therein"

word

seventh line of the first section, add the following words: "and
'the proviso contained in the ninth section of ihe same Act;" after
the word
and " in the same line of the same section, strike out the word " is " and
insert
he word " are " in lieu thereof; and after the word " cited " in the tenth
line of
he second section, strike out the words, " Provided also, That any person
who shall
'have served in Her Majesty's Army or Navy, being on half-pay, and producing
his
h Diploma or Commission in the Service as such, to the Provincial
Medical Board
[' may
obtain a Licence to practise Physic and Surgery without being
bound to
in the

1

1

undergo an examination."

Legislative Assemely,
Committee Room No. 4,
Quebec, 20th September, 1852.
Questions submitted
cial

Members of the Medical Profession by the Speto take into consideration the Bill annexed to the said
the law relative to' the practice of Physic, Surgery and
Mid
to different

Committee appointed

amend
Lower Canada

Questions, " to

" wifery

in

"

:

1. Will you please to suggest to the Committee the most effective mean? of
ascertaining the qualifications of those who present themselves before the Medcal
Board of this Province to be licensed to practise Physic, Surgery and Midwifes in

this

Province

?

as a Member of this Board or of the College of Physicians in this Province, are you of opinion that the law which entitles to a liceise
from the Medical Board to practise Physic, and which exempts from examinaion
all those who hold certificates, degrees or diplomas, obtained from any Universit or
College in Her Majesty's dominions, is a sufficient security against abuses, ancan
efficient check on the impositions which the law may occasion by such a disensation ? and what means do you consider that the Board might adopt to put an nd
to such abuses and impositions ?
3 Is it a fact within your knowledge, that a number of candidates have obtaied
certificates in order to being licensed as Medical practitioners in this Provinci on
presenting credentials, without possessing the necessary qualifications to practisthe

From your experience

2.

what you know on the subject.
Colleges and Incorporated Schools do you number in this'rovince in which the various branches of the Medical Art are taught with succes
5. Should you think fit to confer on the Professors of these different Mecal
Art

?

and

state

How many

4.

3

Schools the privilege of granting credentials to their pupils,

the effect of well
before the Provincial Board?
do you believe that an M. D. of Mcill
6. Speaking of reciprocity in Physic
College, or a licentiate of any Medical School in Canada, going to England, wild
be entitled to practise his profession there without previously undergoing an exaination, and giving proof of his qualifications ?
7. Do you consider that the Bill hereunto annexed, brought in by Dr. LaTerrie,
would be a sufficient remedy against the abuses and impositions in question ? d
if not what would you suggest as a means of rendering this Bill more efficacies,

would be an exemption from examination

;

would you expect therefrom ?
consider that a law placing the Medical Profession on an equal ftino- in Upper and Lower Canada, would meet with the approbation of Practitiors
in general, and obviate the difficulties arising from a law affecting only one parf
and what,
8.

effect

Do you

the Province

?

Sir,

are requested to answer the above questions at your earliest leisure, as
Committee are desirous to report without delay.

You

By

•

order,
J.

P.

LEPROHON,
Clerk of Commit

BILL.

An

Act
in

to amend the Law
Lower Canada.

relative to the practice of Physic,

Surgery and Midwil

Whereas it is inexpedient that any person should obtain a licence to prac
examinat
Physic, Surgery or Midwifery in Lower Canada, without undergoing an
&c,
enacted,
therefore
it
Be
Board
Medical
Provincial
before the
and eleve
That the seventh section of the Act. passed in the Session held in the tenth
"
Member.
the
incorporate
to
Act
An
inlituled,
and
Reign,
years of Her Majesty's
to regulate, the study and practict
Canada,
and
Lower
in
Profession
Medical
the
Physic and Surgery therein" shall be, and is hereby repealed.
:

ena< ted, Thai lor and notwithstanding any thing in the said Act, or in
er Majesty's Reign, and
the same, passed in the twelfth year of
/ 1 amend the Act to incorporate the Medical Profession in Loweri 'ana~
intituled, *J'/

And

the Act

be

it

amending

I

k

.

1

the study and 'practice of Physic and Surgery therein^ no person
passing of this Act, receive a License from the Provincial Medical Board
to practise Physic, Surgery or Midwifery in Lower Canada, unless he shall have
"undergone an examination before the said Board, and obtained a certificate of qualiProvided always, that nothing in this Act shall apply
ion from the said Board
to females practising Midwifery in Lower Canada under the provisions of the Act
first above cited; Provided also, that any person who shall have served in Her
Majesws Army or Navy, being on half-pay, and producing his Diploma or Commission in the Service as such, to the Provincial Medical Board, may obtain a License
to practise Physic and Surgery without being bound to undergo an examination.
shall, afterthe

;

Answers of Francis Badghy, Esquire, M. D., of Toronto.
The

o( a license to any individual to practise an Art must
depend upon two circumstances, first, that he shall have been properly
taugn the principles upon which that Art is based and secondly, that he shall
have proved himself capable of exercising the said Art with safety and benefit to
the public, who are to be his employers
we recognize here then, the necessity for
There are already in United Canada,
Schools and Arbiters, Judges or Examiners.
seven recognized Medical Schools, incorporated either by Act of the Provincial
These arc the University of McGill ColLegislature or governed by Royal Charter.
he Canadian School of Medicine and the St. Lawrence School in Montreal,
the Quebec School of Medicine, and the Toronto University, Trinity College, and (he
Upper Canada School of Medicine. I do not, consider this number at all too large for
the Irovince, on the contrary, it is calculated to inspire an honorable rivalry in the
Professors or Teachers of each Institution, to send out the best qualified and best

necesf

granting

trily

;

—

.

educated men
but one thing is requisite, that a general law exist rendering the
the jystem of education both preliminary and professional uniform throughout the
Prolince, for if, as according to present law, the requirements of the two sections
of fie Province be widely different, and yet the privilege exists of practising
eitlpr in Upper or Lower -Canada, after the procurement of the license in one or the
ottir, it will necessarily follow, that whenever the license can be obtained most
easjy, then will the number of applicants be the greatest and vice versa.
This
'In: lopes the necessity for a uniform standard of educational requirements for the
wMe Province. As for the best manner of proving the competency of men for practice, I cannot for a moment conceive, that any other or better method can be devised,
thai that of examination, either by viva voce questions and answers or these eommuniated by writing at the option of the Examiners, supported by practical demonstrates.
am strongly of opinion, lhat it will be a most important step thereupon,
I
(sbuld it be taken) both as regards the science of medicine and the people of Canada,
;

ifne privilege of granting credentials to /heir respective pupils, which shall exempt
th& from examination before an independent Provincial Board, be accorded to the
Tickers of any or each of the seven now existing or all future separate Schools.
ice and public security must be sacrificed on the shrine of party jealousy, or of
sellsh or individual feelings and interests. No, let every rand i date for the Provincial
Liaise, whether he be Canadian, or Foreigner, whether he possess the degree of Unikty of Edinburgh, or the Diploma of the College of Surgeons of England or the
nmle certificate of the Secretary of the School of Medicine in which he has pursued
tudies, be subjected to examination before the Provincial Board.
It will be the
cae as well as the duty of every University or College possessing the power to grant
laHonorary Degree to be watchful on this point, and not confer it on any who are
r

I am pernot competent to pass a general examination before a Provincial Board.
sonally cognizant of the fact, that parties have become surreptitiously possessed of certificates and credentials with a view to obtain license to practise from the Board of
Upper and Lower Canada, and, that they have been successful in their artifice.
Therefore I repeat, rather than permit each school to grant a license or its equivalent
credential, subject every candidate for license to examination before the Provincial
Medical Board. On the matter of reciprocity in Physic the Committee will excuse
me for using what may at first sight appear to be rather a forcible expression, but
I must be permitted to express my own opinion of it, in saying, that the proposition
Having resided and practised for thirteen years in the Metrois a simple absurdity.
polis of England, 1 feel, that I may state, without fear of contradiction, that an M. D.
of MoGill College or a Licentiate of either of the Boards of this Province, may practise in JJngland without molestation and without undergoing any examination, proHe would be regarded as one of those hunvided he does not dispense Ids own medicines.
dreds of unlicensed Foreign Practitioners, who are not recognized or met in consultation by any of the regular Physicians or Surgeons of England, and I may state
further, that if such an individual ventured to dispense his own drugs as well as
prescribe, he would expose himself to prosecution by the Apothecaries' Company of
London, in the same manner as persons selling liquors without license are prosecuted
at the instance of the Licensed Victuallers, by virtue of their Protection Act.
In conclusion, I would beg leave to suggest with all earnestness and in all
sincerity, that with a view to protect the people of Canada from the dreadful
results every day visible of the unchecked, agrarian practice of the ho'de-s of
unprincipled, ignorant and unlicensed Quacks that infest Canada, a geneal Act
for the incorporation of the licensed Members of the Medical Profession in the United
Province be passed, conferring upon the Corporation all the usual powers grarled to
similar bodies and all full powers to regulate the study and practice of medicine in
Canada, requiring the curriculum of study &c, for the two sections of the Provnce to
be identical. The license granting free permission to practise throughout tie Province, insisting upon the future licentiate undergoing an examination be fere the
Sectional Board constituted under this Act, and that the only exception shall be it favor
of those gentlemen who can exhibit a Commission in the Medical Department of
the Army or Navy, (being now on half pay) and of which they can declare onoath,
that they became possessed honestly.
I believe that such a measure would meet with the most hearty approbition
tint it
of the Members of the Profession both in Upper and Lower Canada
would tend to elevate the science and practice of medecine in this portion c the
World and that it would be calculated, (by bringing together at stated peiods
Medical men from distinct points of the Province, whose combined inlbrmatiai on
local statistics, natural peculiarities of soil, climate, and meteorological changes vouid
form so important and valuable a mass of knowledge to the Executive ;) to devlope
still further the immense and hidden resources of Canada, by which she night
eventually be made to assume her rightful position among Nations.
;

New

;

(Translation.)

Answers of Joseph Painchaud, Esq., M. D., Quebec.
the
To 1st Question —Let all candidates give proof of having conformed
provisions of the law regulating the study of Medicine in this Province, ad let
them be subjected to a strict, but equitable, examination.
To 2nd Question. That law is not a sufficient security. The best way of ceckjng such abuses would be to invest the Medical Board with the optional pcrter of
law of this kind \\mld
examining all who present themselves to be licensed.
leave nothing to be desired.
t»

—

A

—

To 3rd Question. To my knowledge, as a member of the Medical Board, canthe n< >essary qualifications, have predidates bearing diplomas, without pos
One, the bearer of a
sented themselves before the Board to be licensed to practi -e.
asked that ho
McGill diploma, had studied medicine but eighteen months.
ihould be made to swear thai he had studied duringthe period required by law; the
McGill gentlemen, forming a majority, opposed my demand, and the candidate obtained
his license.
An Irishman, the bearer of a Surgical diploma, presented himself to bo
his diploma exempted him from examination on thai branch (Surgery)
licensed
Had he not bought it, or borrowed it?
doubts arose as to his righl to the diploma.
The question was solved by the oath required bylaw. Subjected to an examination
on medicine, he g ave proof of the grosses! ignorance. Six months after, he wenl
up to Montreal, and obtained his license
To \th Question. We have, in Lower Canada, McGill College, and three incorporated Schools of Medicine
To 5th Question. Ft. would, at once, destroy the honor of the Profession, peril
the lives of the citizens, and have the effect of selling diplomas at a discount, putting
them up at auction, to be knocked down to the lowest bidder.
To 6th Question. I am under the impression that they would have to undergo
an examination, and to give proof of their qualifications.
To 1th Question. Undoubtedly that Bill would suffice. It would be more
effective, however, were it to extend to both sections of the Province.
Upper Canada
diplomas give the right of practising in Lower Canada without undergoing an
cxa hi i nation before the Medical Board, and, if Dr. Laterriere's measure does
extend to Upper Canada, the students Will all go and procure diplomas, and our
four Schools be deserted.
This is really what McGill College greatly fear,
Dr. Laterriere's measure does not in any way affect
and with very good reason.
•r
Canada, inasmuch as its licentiates do not come to Lower Canada with a
1

;

;

!

—
—

1

.

—

—

view of practising.

To

Sfh Question.

— Such a law would meet the wishes and receive the

approba-

tion of a very great majority of the practitioners of this Province.

Answers of William Marsden, Esq.,

31. /).,

of Quebec.

—

To 1st Question. The most effective means of ascertaining the qualifications
of those who present themselves before the Medical Board of this Province to be
licensed to practise Physic, Surgery and Midwifery, is by submitting them to a
.lie, well«digested examination, before competent Examinei J.
strict.
To 2nd Question. From many years' experience as a Medical Examiner, and
as a G iv rnor of the Board of the College of Physicians and Surgeons of Lower
Canada, I am of opinion that the Degree of Doctor in Medicine conferred by a
University in the British domicLempt the holder from an examination
before the Provincial Medical Board; provided the curriculum of study prescribed
in such University be nol less than thai demanded by the College of Physicians and
but, as I have known instances of abuse of this privilege,
in this Province
I think it would be desirable that the College or Board of Medical Examiners should
itionary power to examine the bearer of
nave
or not, as they might
see fit, but not that the
n should be ma
rative.
Degrees are
btained in British Univi
for a high order of P.
ial learning,
should
fore be dispose
the enactm
of any law that
of lowering the value of these Degree- in the estimation of
Medi jal tud
rent to their attainment, which would
be the ca
the re-examination of the bearer imperative on the Examiners.
I
think the above suggestion, if carried out, would be a sufficient check upon irnpo-

—

,

;

'

:

!

i

••

it

sition,

and would meet the object of the Honorable Dr. LaTerriere, viz. to protect
and elevate the character of the Medical profession in the Provinc
:

the public

To 3rd Question.— I know of instances of persons obtaining license to practice
without 'possessing the necessary qualification, who had presented degrees and
certificates to the Medical Boards which did not belong to ihem, and were not
obtained by them honestly. I may mention the case of one Bernard Murray, who
obtained license to practise by presenting the Diploma or Degree of a deceased
and the case of John Lilly Hall, at present one of the Surrelative or namesake
geons of the Marine and Emigrant Hospital in this City, who presented certificates
to the Board, purporting to have been obtained by him in the University of Glasgow,
but which were forgeries. In proof of this, I am in possession of the affidavit of a
gentleman to the effect, to whom the fact was known, and I have also the certificate
of " James Seaton Reid, D. D., Secretary of the University of Glasgow," bearing
the seal of the University, stating lhat the name of John Lilly Hall does not appear
anywhere in the records of the University, as having been a student there.
To 4th Question. Hitherto I cannot say that any Medical School in this Province has taught the Medical Art with anything like success, excepting McGill
College, by which I mean, has delivered a complete and profitable course of lectures,
illustrations and demonstrations, but even in that School Medical leaching has of
late been very much deteriorated by the incorporation of too many medical schools
From many years' experience as a Medical teacher and lecturer, I
in Montreal.
know that the mere act of incorporating a number of persons does not make them
all able or efficient lecturers or teachers, and the most ordinary observer cannot fail
to remark that the existence of three Medical Schools in a City of the population of
Montreal, is absurdly out of proportion to its wants, besides being the direct means
of deteriorating medical knowledge, as the combined talent of the three Schools
would not be too great if concentrated into one nor would the whole number of
students in the three Schools be more than sufficient to indemnify men of ability for
An idea may be formed of how Medical teachthe time devoted to teaching them.
Suping is overdone in Montreal by a comparison of that City with London.
posing the standard of Medical knowledge to be equal in both places (and
I am not prepared, nor do I desire to draw any comparison unfavorable to either),
London, in order to be upon an equal fooling with Montreal in the number of ils
Schools, in proportion to population, ought to have one hundred and twenty-five
Montreal, with only forty-eight licensed
Universities, Colleges, or Medical Schools
practitioners of all classes, professes to fill upwards of thirty Medical chairs or Professorships
If we extend this comparison to all England against the District of
Montreal, the disproportion will be still greater.
To 5th Question. Rather than permit the professors of 'the different Medical
Schools to license their own students, I would prefer absolute "free trade' in
Physic.
Such a system does not. exist in Great Britain or Ireland. Such a system
would degrade the profession to the lowest level, and would be a premium for
ignorance, as the School that was most facile in licensing, would certainly have the
largest number of students, and send abroad the greatest number of licensed block;

—

;

!

!

!

—

1

heads.

—

''

To 6th Question. Respecting a Reciprocity in Physic," I believe that the
graduate of McGill College, or the licentiate of any other Colonial College or School,
is not allowed to practise Physic or Surgery in Great Britain or Ireland, without
&c,
previous examination, although the certificates of Colonial Schools for
heirs are
are received in Great Britain as proof, and placed on the same footi
but, in the adjoining States of America, the Degrees of
in Colonial Universities
British and Irish Universities are received as proof of qualification, and lice
granted upon them without the ordeal of an examination.
I

;

—

7b 7th Question. I do not think that the proposed Bill of the Honorable Dr.
LaTerriere would be a sufficient remedy against abuses and impositions, nor that it
won' answer is intent ion- in its present form. In order to effect what the Honorable mover desires, it would also be necessary to repeal the 9th section of the lOili
and 11th Vic, cap. 26, otherwise the effect would only be to drive the bearers of
who were candidates for license, to Upper Canada, to obtain the same,
when they could return to Lower Canada to practise. The real effect would only
be to put the candidate to a little more cost for travelling, and deprive the Lower
Canada College of the fees.
To Hth Question.
am of opinion that a law placing the Medical profession
upon an equal footing in Upper and Lower Canada, would meet ihe approval of a
large majority of the Medical profession in both Provinces, and would obviate
most of the difficulties arising from a law affecting only one part of the Province.
I

—

I

Answers of Wolfred Nelson, Esq., M.

J).,

of Montreal.

—

To 1st Question. It must be abundantly evident to every man who has considered the matter, that the best and " most effectual means for ascertaining the qualifications" of an aspirant to the Medical Profession, is by an examination before a
Medical Board, elected by, and from among ihe Medical Practitioners of the Province.
To 2nd Question. No degree or diploma should exempt a candidate for a
license from a public examination
which is, in reality, the only sure and correct
to test his capacity and fitness.
In England, as well as elsewhere, very many
incompetent persons have been admitted to the practice of the Medical Profession
in all its branches, in virtue of a diploma unworthily bestowed; and too often
obtained through interest, or by purchase.
To 3rd Question. There have been several instances in Canada, where men
have obtained a license to practise, by being the bearers of diplomas that have
been surreptitiously acquired. In one case, the individual changed his name to
take thai which had been inscribed on a diploma which had been granted to another,
but who had subsequently died.
To Ath Question. There are four incorporated Schools of Medicine in Lower
Canada, enjoying different measures of prosperity. The writer deems himself warin making the following remarks:
It would, in every way, he unadvisable to
ighi to oxe School, of granting diplomas by which a license is procured
without further examination, if a similar privilege is withheld from its competitors.
This would be unfair, and an act of partiality which would not fail to cause, and
has long since caused, much dissatisfaction throughout the country, as has often
been expressed in public me. tings of the body of the Profession in Lower Canada.
Ii i- indeed to constitute and establish a monopoly, which is always injurious to the
interests of society, and naturally hateful to others who are debarred from the same
privilege.
Innumerable abuses have resulted from such practices. It does not
ny good reason can be advanced why Great Britain should, in matters
e any more than in those of a political nature, interfere with what exelusits of this colony; nor does the writer hesitate to
thai it would appear to him to be a duty incumbent,
on th
nmenl and Legislature of Canada, to adopt such steps as may do away
with
ism as odious to the body of the Medical Profession as it
has tl
of partiality and invidiousness.
All our institutions should be placed
ould then be an incentive to emulation, and a fair struggle for

—

;

—

—

—

1

.

,

,

.

manly and virtuous

and thus science would mak<
Noble minds would not
of competition^ nor attempt to escape from an arena where honor can
although victory may not always crown the laudable efforts for ascendancy.
,

anl

th<

rivalry

be

;

much enhanced.

,

be

lost,

8

—

To 5th Question. Experience has but too fully proved, that the very worst
consequences would arise if every Medical School had the right to grant diplomas,
which would be equivalent to a license, or which would secure one on presentation.
In the United States, especially, where this pernicious system prevails, and where,
notwithstanding there are many Medical men of equal eminence to any in Europe,
The
the whole Union is festering with quacks of all grades and denominations.
struggle between such institutions is not as to which shall offer superior advantages
to the candidates, but is regulated by the desire of attracting the largest classes, and
The fees are small, the attendance desultory,
consequently, greater emoluments.
and the diplomas most easily and injudiciously obtained. The following extract
from the very first medical periodical in the world, " The London Lancet" is so
apposite to the subject under consideration, that it has been deemed meet to trans" There is little or no hope for professional advancement to the young men
cribe it
" entering upon the practice of Medicine or Surgery, unless the Boards of Examiners
u are brought to feel that, they exist, not as machinery for overcrowding the Profes" sion, but for repressing overcrowding. They should stand at the portals, not with.
u an interest in increasing the numbers already struggling in the arena, but animated by the
:

" sense of their duty to suffer none to pass through but the perfectly qualified. There
" would then be elbow-room for the true sons of medicine, and for hard-working
u students, and we should in due time thrust out the quacks who enter in such numbers
" by the College gates." London, 18th September, 1852.
As before stated, there
should be but one avenue, accessible to all candidates, for entering the profession,
and that should be by a public examination a mode that a really able and industrious graduate would rather court than avoid, as affording convincing proof of his
qualifications
whereas to seek a protection from it by availing himself of a diploma
granted by privileged Schools would be to confess his deficiency in capacity and acquirements.
To 6th Question. England admits of no " Reciprocity in Medicine," between
herself and her colonies, or indeed with any other country, save by the agency of a
thorough examination, and this irrespective of the credentials of her own Colleges.
Neither " an M. D. from McGill College," nor a " Licentiate of Canada," would find
favor there.
In proof of this fact, it is deemed proper to give a couple of extracts
from a small work published in London, in 1844, entitled, u An examination of the
u Laws which relate to the Medical Profession in England" At page 11, we find
these words
" As the law now exists, it is evident that no person can legally
" practice as a Physician, both in London and in the country, without possessing a
" double license, except graduates of Oxford or Cambridge, and who must be at the
" same time possessed of the London license of the College of Physicians." Even
the celebrated London University, whose charter was obtained in November, 1836,
(7 William IV,) " has no power of conferring* any other privileges upon its gradu" ates than the titles of its degrees. It gives them no license to practise medicine
" in any department ; nor does it exonerate them from serving on juries nor from
" being appointed to the office of constable,
&c, &c, nor from being called
" upon to perform any other parochial duties, like the rest of the Parishioners"
Now, it must appear rather strange to every unprejudiced mind, that, in
(p. G7.)
this country, pretensions should be set up to rights and immunities which are not
recognized in the land where the College itself derives its existence.
To 1th Question. Dr. Laterriere's Bill seems well adapted to the exigencies of
the country, and would effectually prevent many of the abuses of which such load
and frequent complaints have been made. His exemption from "examination of
" persons who shall have served in Her Majesty's Army and Navy," is based on
for it would be cruel to compel veterans in the Profession, who would,
correct views
of necessity have forgotten much of the mjnutise of the science, while engaged
If they are
actively in their official career, to rehearse the lessons of their youth.
;

;

—

:

—

;

—

;

9

Crown,

reasonable to suppose that they should be equally
with their vastly increased experience.
To Sth Question. But one law should prevail in both Provinces tor regulating
the practice of Physic
and it would be advisable thai there should be but one Board
of Etxamirurs, which wouid meet two or dace times a year, in the most central
This would not only have the effeel of establishing somepart of either Province.
thing like system in medical matters, creating an excellent feeling among the members of the Profession, hut give a healthy impetus to medical Inquiry, and likewise
afford the besl possible opportunity for communicating to each other their respective
views in reference to medical statistics, public health, &c.,as well as lor the adopting
of measures that might be found of the utmost, importance in times of epidemic,
and contagious diseases. Suggestions emanating from such a body would naturally
secure a respectful consideration from Government, and be of invaluable advantage
to the whole country and to medical science.
thought

fit

competenl

to

serve the

it

is

to praclise in private life,

—
;

(

2Y(uislatio/i.)

Answers of Dr. Pratt, of

St.

Vincent de

Paul

—

To 1st Question. I do not believe it possible to ascertain the qualifications of
those who present themselves before the Medical Board of this Province, to be licensed
to practise Physic, Surgery and Midwifery in this Province, otherwise than by an
examination on all the branches of the Medical Art, had before a Provincial Board,
composed of such members of the Profession as, by their talents and knowledge, are
entitled to m0s1 respect.

To 2nd

—

The lawwhidh entitles to a license from the Medical Board,
Question.
Physic, and which exempts from examination, before such Board, all
those who hold certificates, degrees or diplomas, obtained in any University or
College in Her Majesty's dominions, is not, in my opinion, a sufficient security
inst abuses, nor an effectual check on the impositions, which the law, I think,
encourages by such an exemption. The best means of putting an end to such abuses
and impositions, would be, in my opinion, notwithstanding the hardship likely
to arise from such a plan in certain cases of sufficiently rare occurrence, F think,
to oblige, by law, the Medical Board to examine all such persons on all the branches
to practise

of the medical Profession.
To 3rd (fas! ion. I am

—

not. aware that a number of candidates on presenting
mtials, have obtained certificates, in order to be licensed as Medical Practitioners

in this Province, without possessing the necessary qualifications to practise the
Art; and I can give no information on this subject.
To 4th Question. 1 cannot say how many Colleges and Incorporated Shcools
in which the various branches of the Medical Art are taught with success, are in
operation in this Province.
McGill College and the Incorporated Medical and Surgical School of Montreal, in both of which the Art is taught with success, are the
only ones I have any knowledge; of.
To 5th Question. I should not be of opinion to confer, on the Professors of these
-ait Medical Schools, the privilege of granting
diplomas to their pupils, the
of which would be to exempt them from examination before the Provincial
Board, and much less to confer such privilege; on the Professors of anyone of these
Schools, to the detriment of those of another, or of the other Schools, equally deserving of it.
%
To 6th Question. Reciprocity in Medicine, would not prove in favor of Canada,
and
very much doubt whether an M'. D. of McGill College, or a licentiate of any
Medical School in Canada, goingto England, would Ik; entitled to pri ctise his proout, previously undergoing an examination, and giving proof of his

—

—

—

i

qualifications.

.
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To

1th Question.

sufficient

—

I

remedy against

believe the Bill broughl in by Dr. LaTcrriere would be a
the abases and impositions above referred to in the second

question.
To Sth Question. I cannot say that a law placing tl\e Medical Profession on
an equal footing in Upper and Lower Canada, would meet with the approbation of
Practitioners in general, and obviate the difficulties arising from a law affecting only
one part of the Province.

—

Answers of R. L. McDonnell, Esquire, M. D., Montreal.

—
—

To 1st Que Urn. The most effectual mode is by a fair and impartial examinaby persons fully competent to examine.
To 2nd Question. I am of opinion that the holders of such certificates, degrees,
or diplomas, should undergo an examination before the Provincial Board, unless the
Board be of opinion that such examination is unnecessary, from the fact of the applicant for license being well known to the Board from his professional attainments.
If such a person should apply for license, the Board should have the power of dispensing with an examination, if it thought fit to do so.
To 3rd Question. I have heard of instances where parties have assumed the
names, and practised upon the degrees of deceased Physicians. Such impostors
would be detected by an examination.
To 4th Question. The different branches of medical science are taught with
success in McGill College, the St Lawrence School of Medicine, .Montreal, the
" School of Medicine," Montreal, and in the Quebec School of Medicine.
To 6th Question. I am opposed to the plan of giving the School the power of
examining their own students, with a view of granting them a certificate by which
they would escape a second examination before the Provincial Board; but if that power
be granted to McGill College, I would recommend its being also conferred upon the
incorporated Schools, for if not, the Faculty of McGill College would thus obtain an
advantage over the Schools, to which it is not entitled, either from the standing of its
members, or from their talents or attainments as lecturers and if they possessed this
great advantage over the other Schools of the Province, it might be used, for the purtion

—

—

—

;

pose of attracting students to their College, for students will flock to that institution
whose curriculum of study is shortest and where the degree is most easily obtained,
so that for the reasons already assigned as well as for the character and re^pectab lity
of McGill College, I am of opinion, that that privilege should not be conferred npon.it.
To 6th Question.
graduate of McGill College would not be recognized in the
Mother Country. He could not be appointed Surgeon or Physician to any Hospital or
Dispensary, and he would not be admitted into the Medical Department of the Army
or Navy. The Universities and Colleges of Great Britain recognize the lectures delivered
at McGill College, (as they also do those of all the Canadian incorporated Schools;) but they
do not recognize the degree of McGill College and those students possessing tha
gree who were anxious to graduate at the Institution at home, were allowed credit for
the lectures they attended, but their degrees for McGill College were not looked at.
To 1th Question. I believe that Dr. Laterriere's Bill will remedy the abuses alluded

—A

;

to.

—
—I do believe

To Sth Question.
that the placing of the Profession of the two Provinces on an equal footing, would meet the approbation of the Profession
and I
advocated this plan in the Canada Medical Journal. I may here mention that I have this
day received a letter from the -Editor of the Upper Canada Medical Journal, inwhi<
says, that he is going to advocate the same plan, and that he thinks it would give great
satisfaction in Upper Canada. In conclusion, I would not exempt half pay Medical Officers
of the Medical Department of the Army or Navy, from examination, for at this very moment
the British Colleges of Surgeons are protesting against a new arrangement likely to be
;
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which

Diploma in Surgery is not to be
epartments of these services.

;i

'

sion into the

c<

necessary to admis-

.!

I

of

Frs. C.

T. Arnoldi, Esquire, M. D., of Montreal.

—

To
The mosl effective means of ascertaining the qualifications
of those who presenl themsi Ives before the Medical Board of this Province, to be
licensed \o practise Physic, Surgery and Midwifery, is by a fair and impartial
examination before the College of Physicians and Surgeons of Lower Canada, on
all the bran< lies of ihe profession.
have had frequent experience that the law which exempts
To 2nd Question.
':

—

!

who

hold certificates, degrees or diplomas obtained from
is nol a sufficient security
against abuses nor an efficient check on the impositions which the law may occasion
by such a dispensation;
would therefore humbly suggest, as my own moral conviction, that the best means to put an end to such abuses and impositions, would be the
all persons desirous to obtain a license to practise Medicine, Surgery
and Midwifery in the Province, to an impartial examination on every branch of the
profession, before the College of Physicians and Surgeons.
To 3rd Question. 1 boldly assert that I know of several who have presented
themselves before the Provincial Medical Board with University degrees, wilhout

from examination

all

those

any University or College

in

Her Majesty's dominions,

1

—

necessary qualifications to practise the Medical art.
cognize the Faculty of Medicine of McGill College, the
Montreal French School of Medicine the Montreal St. Lawrence School of Medicine, and the Quebec School of Medicine
but, as to whether they have all taught
the Medical Art with success, I am not prepared to answer.
To bth Question. I would mosl respectfully and solemnly protest against conferring on the Professors of these different Medical Schools the privilege of granting
credentials to their pupils, the effect of which would be an exemption from examination before the Provincial Board, for ihe following reasons :• firstly, it would
aim hi late the status and power of the College of Physicians and Surgeons, by rendering it perfectly nugatory; and, secondly, it would be holding out an inducement
School to grant certificates to many who do not hold sufficient professional
.ihe consequence of which would be that the present elevated standard
•ion would be swamped by ignorant charlatans, and the safely of the
public very materially endangered.
beg to inform you,that,as far as the British dominions are
To 6th Question.
serned, there is no " Reciprocity in Physic."
A graduate of McGill College, or
tiate of any Medical School in Canada, is not entitled lo practise the Medical
Profession in Great Britain, withoul previously undergoing an examination, and
proof of his qualifications
and
would further beg leave to inform you that,
not attempl to practise in London, without previEdinburgh gradi
ously submitti
examination at Apothecary's Hall. Still more, the rank of
Physician an
in 1 ondon, is held so sacred that none are recognized as
such unless they
rough their studies- al Oxford, or Cambridge, or Trinity
College, Dub
ly,
would recommend, as a necessary andjusl acl of
ill persons wishing to obtain license to pj
R
Medicine, Surgery
and Midwifi
>vince, be subjected to a testi
inination, whether they
from Royal Chartered Institutions or not.
To 1th Question
highly approve of the first part of Dr. Laterriere's Bill, as
ni remedy againsl ihe abuses and impositions in question, but cannot admit
If-pay military or naval Medical Officer should be entitled to any more conit ion
than any other person holding, as a civilian, equally high if not higher
sssing the

1

,

;

—

—

1

•

;

I

i

:

I

•

—

hone

dentials.

I
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To

—

am

thoroughly averse to placing the Medical Profession
far as a junction or an union
In the first place, the Medical Profession of
of the two Provinces are concerned.
Lower Canada is already incorporated the Medical Profession of I'pper Canada is
and even though the Medical Profession of Upper Canada should become
not
incorporated, it must not be forgotten that the Medical Institutions in Upper. Canada
(already numerous) are governed by statutes, rules and regulations in many points
differing from those governing the Medical Institutions in Lower Canada.
8th Question.

1

on an equal footing in Upper and Lower Canada, as

—

;

(

Translation. )

Answers of Dr. J. Z. Nault, of Quebec.
To

1st Question.

—The most
my opinion,
—The law,

mode

effective

of ascertaining the qualifications of the

an examination before the Medical Board.
To 2nd Question.
as it stands, does certainly not present sufficient security against abuses, and my conviction is the result of many years' experience as a
member, as well of the former, as of the present Medical Board. The means to put an
end to abuses and impositions, would be to adopt the mode set forth in the preceeding
answer, viz to subject bearers of credentials to an examination, when deemed necessary by the Board.
To 3rd Question. Several.
To 4:ih Question. Four a College and two Incorporated Schools in Montreal, and
one Incorporated School in Quebec.
To bik Question. Not at all it would have the effect of creating competition
between the Schools, and would, undoubtedly, give rise to many more abuses than these
candidates, consists, in

in

:

—
—
—

;

—

at present in existence.

— do not believe
—The brought

To Gth Question.
To 1th Question.

I

it.

in by Dr. LaTerriere does not appear to m
The exemption from
abases already mentioned.
examination granted to the Medical Officers of Her Majesty's' Army and Navy, might
give occasion to imposition, and, moreover, would be an injustice done to other
graduates whose Medical education has been obtained in the same Universities with them,
and who, nevertheless, would be subject to examination. All candidates, without distinction, should be, at the discretion of the Medical Board, subject to examination.
To 8th Question. I am convinced it would.

afford a sufficient

Bill

remedy

for the

—

(Translation.)

Answers of Dr.

01. Robitaille^

of Quebec.

—

1st Question.
The most effective mode of ascertaining the qualifications of those
present themselves before the Medical Board of this Province, to be licensed to
practise Physic, &c, would be to oblige them, by law, to produce certificates and
documents establishing that they have studied during the time required by law.
T) 2nd Question. As a member of the Medical Board, at its formation, that is to
during the three first years, I know that diplomas were produced before the Board,
the bearers of which were suspected of not having studied Medicine during the
period by law required, the bearer of a diploma being only
to swear
that he is the real proprietor of such diploma.
I am of opinion that the law, as it
now stands, is not a sufficient security against abuses, and does not present adequate means of detecting imposition.
To obviate these inconveniences, thi
Board alone, should possess the right of granting a license to practise, notwithstanding
that a diploma to that effect, may have been previously obtained.
this question; I
To 3rd Question.
1 cannot state anything positive in answer to
do not, therefore, think it, right to record the different rumours on the subject.

To

who

—

<

—
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—

The Colleges and Incorporated Schools in which the various
To 4th Question.
branches of the Medical art are taught with success in this Province, amount to four in
numl

—

yth Question.
T unhesitatingly say, that Fam not of opinion to confer on the Proof these different Schools, the privilege of granting to their pupils credentials,
tptin ; them from examination before the Provincial Hoard. Such plan would give use
which would more fatally affect society in general, than the Medical Profesa contest, not of science, but of money, would take place.
Diplomas and licenses
sion
to practise, would become articles of merchandize, to be sold at a discount.
It
would certainly endanger society to enact such a law. Something of the same kind
pted m the American Union, nut proved baneful and was abandoned.
When Great Britain gives to Medical Men from the colonies,
To (>''// Question.
the right of practising within her limits, without previously subjecting them to an
ezamin ition, then it will be time enough to speak of reciprocity in medical matters.
tlung does not exist, and never has existed; w c must protect ourselves by
Bui such
refusing lo grant a license on a diploma, unless the bearer shall, by an examination before the Board, when by them deemed necessary, have given proof of his
ps

;

—

t

a.

cap;",

—

To 1th Question. Yes but it would not be just that it should only apply to Lower
Canada, inasmuch as an Upper Canada licensed Practitioner would have the right of
practising in Lower Canada, whilst Lower Canada licentiates would not enjoy a corresponding right in Upper Canada.
To 8m Question. The Medical Profession in LT ppcr Canada ought to be incorporated and placed on the same footing as that of Lower Canada, with this provision, however, that there should be two distinct Boards, possessing alone the discretionary right
of examination in suspected cases.
;

—

Ansfvcrs of George E. Femvick, JEsquire,

M.

—

D

t)

of Montreal.

To 1st Question. The most effective means of ascertaining the qualifications of
candidates for license to practise Physic, Surgery and Midwifery in this Province, is by
examination, before competent persons composing the Medical Board.
Tit 2nd Question.
In my opinion, the law on this point is defective, as«it decs not
prcvem abuses. I consider that all candidates for license to practise Physic, Surgery
and Midwifery in this Province, should be compelled to undergo an examination before
the Medical Board of the College of Physicians and Surgeons, whether, or not, they
possessed or held certificates, degrees or diplomas from any University or College in
Her Majesty's dominions. Those who had obtained a regular collegiate education, or
who
credentials from any University or College in Her Majesty's dominions, if
such were obtained with honor and credit to themselves, could have no objection to
submit ro an examination. The effect of this would be to exclude from the practise of
our Profession, many who arc yearly flocking to our country, whose imperfect knowledge of the first principles of their profession, is but too sadly known.
Persons of
this stamp come before the Board of the College of Physicians and Surgeons, for license
each time they hold their session, and although the} (the Board) may be perfectly
aware of their utter incompetency to practise, yet. from the candidate possessing a certificate, diploma or degree from some recogniz d University or College, they (the Board)
are unable to refuse them license, on the plea of ignorance.
To Znt Question, I believe, firmly, that a number of candidates have obtained a
license to practise tie Medical Profession in this Province, on presenting credentials,
without]
g
ary qualificatioi
practise the Art.
To \th Question. The various branches of Medical Science arc taught wit!
by the University of McGill College; the Montreal School of Medicine, and the St.

—

!

|

r

—

•'-

-

—
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Lawrence School of Medicine, in the City of Montreal and the Quebec School of
Medicine, in the City of Quebec.
To bth Question. By conferring on the Lecturers of these different Medical
Schools, the privilege of granting credentials to their pupils, which will entitle the
holders thereof to obtain a Provincial license, to practise the profession of Physic, Surgery and Midwifery, without submitting to examination before 'the Provincial Board,
would lower, very materially, the standard of the profession but at the same time it is
to be regretted, that any one School should possess that privilege, and the others be
exempt, inasmuch as it gives the holders of such privilege, an undue influence, and an
unfair advantage over the other Schools, which is not warranted by the standard of their
comparative professional acquirements.
To 6th Question, I not only believe, but I am positively certain, that an M. D. of
McGill College, or a licentiate of any Medical School in Canada, going to England,
would not be entitled to practise his profession in that country, without submitting to
an examination in proof of this I would give the case of a personal friend, a Dr. Baker,
a graduate of McGill College, who is, I believe, at present practising his profession in
At the commencement of his career as a Medical
the County of Berkshire, England.
Practitioner in England, some three years since, he was threatened with prosecution,
and was, I believe, obliged to go to London, to submit to an examination before he was
entitled to practise as a general Practitioner.
To 1th Question. I consider the first part of the Bill hereunto annexed, brought
in by Dr. LaTerriere, would, so far as it goes, be a sufficient remedy against the abuses
and impositions in question but the latter part, which has referrence to British graduates obtaining a license to practise, without previously submitting to examination before
the College of Physicians and Surgeons of Lower Canada, has, in my opinion, .a baneful
influence on the Profession of Canada, inasmuch as it throws open the door to any person who may have been so lucky as to possess himself of a British diploma or certificate.
I would suggest that all persons desirous of obtaining license to practise the profession
of Medicine in Canada, whether they do or do not possess a certificate, diploma or
degree-, from any University or College, should be obliged to undergo an examination
such examibefore the Board of Governors of the College of Physicians and Surgeons
nation being granted only upon the candidate giving satisfactory evidence of his having
fulfilled the term of study required by the Act incorporating the profession, passed in
the year 1847.
To 8th Question. I consider a law placing the Medical Profession on an equal
footing in both Sections of the Province, would give general satisfaction, and a College
of Physicians and Surgeons of Canada, would do much to place the profession of Medicine in that elevated and honorable position which it holds in other countries.
;

—

;

—

;

—

;

;

—

Answers of John Mackelcan, Esq., of Hamilton, M. R. C.

—

$.,

London.

To 1st Question. The most effectual means of ascertaining the qualifications of
candidates for licenses to practise Physic, Surgery, and Midwifery, I believe to be a viva
voce examination on the different branches of knowledge required, with the addition
(in anatomy,) of the dissection of some portion of the human body, without the assistance of any book or notes.
To 2nd Question,— I am of opinion that any one holding a degree or d
any College or University m Great Britain or Ireland, which Degree or Diploma entitles
the possessor to practise in the Mother Country, should also be entitled to practise in a
colony, without further examination.
To 3rd Question. I know that young men of very superficial attainments, both
general and professional, and who were afraid to present themselves before the Toronto
Medical Board for examination, have gone to McGriil College, in Montreal, and obtained
certificates, and returned to practise as M. D's in Upper Canada, to the detriment of
the public, and the injury of the character of the Medical Profession.

—
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T>\t)i Question.

— know of bul two Upper Canada, Toronto University and
Of Lower Canada, have no knowledge.
— By no moans. Professors naturally loan their own pupils,
in

I

Trinitv College, Toronto.
on.

I

to

derived from the fees paid by the Btudents, there is a temptation to make the College or School popular by granting the
The certificate of any College or School should therefore only
certificates easily.
>r.to an examination by the Medical Board.
entitle the
k.— Dr. LaTerriere's Bill seems defective; it appears to require all
To 7
Q
except Medical Officers of the army or navy, to undergo a
Practitioners,
other British

and

it'

part of their

remuneration

as Lecturers

is

•

fresh examination,

when

it

is

well

known

the examination

for Assistant

Surgeons

is

searching and comprehensive than for civil Practitioners. It also seems
Board might grant a certificate to practise in Upper Canada, although
the
that
to admit

and

slighter

less

not in Lower.
T believe that a law, placing the Medical Profession on an equal
To Sth Question.
footing in the two sections of the Province, would give general satisfaction in Upper
Canada in confirmation of which opinion, I beg to refer to the proceedings of the

—

:

and respectable meeting of the Profession, held in Toronto, in July last, where
with only four or five dissentient voices, it was determined to apply to the Provincial
Parliament, during the present session, for a similar Act to that by which the Profession
large

iu

Lower Canada,

is

incorporated.

Answers of Dr.

J.

Douglas, M. R. C, of Quebec.

—
—

To 1st Question. Written answers to written questions.
To 2nd Question. Very difficult to say what means would be a

sufficient

security against the abuses and an efficient check on the impositions which have
been practised on Examining Boards, without at same time committing injustice

towards gentlemen who have been regularly licensed.
To 3rd Question. I am aware of more than one instance of the kind.
To 4th Question. There are, in my opinion, too many to enable them
with success

To

oth

—
—
Question — Most certainly

to

teach

not.

To 6th Question.—No.
To 1'h Question.— "So.
To 8th Question. Yes.

—

Answers of A. H. David, Esq., M. D., of Montreal.

—

To 1st Question.
I consider " the most effective means of ascertaining the qualifiu cation of those who present themselves before the Medical Board of this
Province " is
by a fair and impartial examination into the professional attainments of the candidate.
To 2nd Question.
L am of opinion, "that the law which exempts from examina" tion all those who hold certificates, degrees or diplomas obtained from any University
" or College in Her Maji sty's Dominions," is not " a sufficient security against abuses
" nor an efficient check on the impositions which the law may occasion bv such a dis" pel
>nly course the Board could adopt which would put an end to such
that of examination, with satisfactory evidence, that the perabuses and imposil
son presenting such certificates, degrees or diplomas, is the one on whom such Document was conferred, by the College from which it was obtained.
id that more than one person " has obtained a license to
To 3rd Questioi .— [t iictise in this Province without possessing the necessary qualifications on certifiM cafes or credentials which had been falsely obtained," but
I know nothing personally
on the subject.

—
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—

To 4th Question. There is one " College and three incorporated Schools in this
" Province in which the various branches of the Medical Art have been and are taught
" with success' viz McGill College the School of Medicine and the St. Lawrence
School, all in the City of Montreal, and the School of Medicine in the City of Quebec.
To bth Question. I am inclined to believe it is not advisable " to confer on the
" Professors of the different Medical Schools the privilege of granting credentials to their
" pupils, the effect of which would be an exemption from examination before the Pro" vincial Board." In my opinion, the Provincial Board should be the only examining
Board, and by it all graduates should be examined but if it be found impossible to compel
the graduates of McGill College to submit to examination before the Provincial Board,
then there is no alternative out to place all the Incorporated Schools on an equal
footing with the College, by giving them the power to examine their own pupils, and
when found qualified granting them credentials exempting from examination before the
Provincial Board.
To 6th Question. In regard to " Reciprocity in Physic," an M. D. of McGill College
" orlicentia e of any Medical School in Canada going to England," is not recognized, and
those gentlemen who have taken out a diploma from the College of Surgeons, had their
curriculum closely examined, but their degree of M. D. from McGill College went for
nothing, and I might further add, that the M. I), of McGill College is not received as
qualifying for either the Army or Navy Medical services.
To 1th Question. I consider the first part of " Dr. Laterriere's Bill would be a sufri" cicnt remedy against the abuses and impositions in question," but I am certainly opposed to exempt any military or naval Medical man from examination, as I am against
they should all be
admitting any British graduate to license without examination,
obliged lo submit to the law of the land in which they go to settle, and submit to an
examination from the Provincial Board.
To Sfh Question. I consider " a law placing the Medical Profession on an equal
u footing in Upper and Lower Canada would meet with the approbation of Practitioners
u in general, and obviate the difficulties arising from a law affecting only one part of the
"Province," and if the Board of Examiners were elected by the Profession (as is the
case at present in Lower Canada,) and were to meet alternately at Montreal and
Toronto, a kindly feeling would be engendered between the members of the Profession
from different parts, who now have no opportunity of becoming acquainted with each
other, and would tend much to elevate the standard and dignity of our noble Profes'

:

;

—

;

—

—

—

—

sion.

(

Translation,)

Answers of P. M. Bardy, Esquire, M. D., of Quehec,

—

To 1st Question. The most effective mode would be to ascertain whether the
candidates have conformed to the dispositions of the law, and to oblige them lo
undergo a regular examination before the Medical Board of this Province.
To 2nd Question. The law which entitles, &c, is not a sufficient security
against abuses, and does not afford adequate means for the detection of imposition
the only remedy I can see, would be to invest the present Board with the power of
examining or not, at their discretion, those with diplomas as well as those without

—

;

them.

—

To 3rd Question. I am aware that Dr. Painchaud once made a motion before
the Board of the College, for the purpose of subjecting to examination a young man,
bearer of a MeGill-College diploma, who, as he alleged, had studied during a period
The young man, nevertheless, obtained his license
of eighteen months only.
without undergoing an examination.
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—

To 4th Question, In Quebec there is an incorporated School of Medicine, and
there are two such Schools in Montreal, independently of McGill College which
possesses a Royal Charter.
To bth Question. It would be absurd to confer such a privilege, which, if it
did not paralyze the operations of the Medical Board of the Province of Lower
Canada, would render them quite useless.

—

—

To 6th Question. Not knowing what value a McGill College diploma may
have in England, I believe that a Licentiate from our College Board has not the
right of practising there without previously undergoing an examination.
To 1th Question. The Bill proposed by Dr. LaTerriere would prevent the
abuses already mentioned, if it were made to apply as well to Upper as to Lower

—

Canada.
To Sth Question. I am of opinion that a law placing the Medical Profession
in Upper and Lower Canada on an equal footing, would meet with the approbation
of Practitioners in general, and obviate the difficulties arising from a law affecting

—

but one section of the Province.

(Translation.)

Answers of L. L. L. Desaulniers,

—

JSsq,.

M. D.,

of Yamackiche.

To 1st Question. The little- reflection I have given to the best mode of ascertaining
the qualifications of those presenting themselves before the Medical Board, does not
admit of my throwing out any suggestions at this moment, on this point in particular,
which, on the other hand, must have been duly considered by the members of the
Board through habit and the experience acquired by them since the Board has been
established ; I cannot, however, refrain from stating that one mode of ascertaining the
student's qualifications, would be to possess a Board of Examiners, composed of Medical
men entirely disinterested, &c, &c, not being Professors in any of our Schools; this
I state for reasons to be given in my 4th and 5th answers.
To 2nd Question. The law which exempts from examination before the Medical
Board of this Country, those bearing credentials, degrees or diplomas obtained in any
University or College in Her Majesty's dominions, is, in my opinion, very far from affording a sufficient security against abuses or an adequate means of detecting imposition ;
such a privilege should be absolutely rejected, and an abuse like this, as unjust to the
Canadian aspirants to the profession, as it is fraught with peril to the health and life of
all individuals, should be put a stop to by a very stringent law.
In a word, why grant to
persons from beyond the seas, more than w e grant to the pupils of our Schools ? Is the
crossing of the sea a guarantee that the diploma possessed by an individual carries with
it infallible proof of his skill and merit ?
Why then, receive, without examination, these
diploma-bearers, in preference to our Canadian fellow-citizens ?
I will even go further,
and say, that, if forced to admit without examination, either a Canadian licentiate of our
own Schools, or a graduate from the European dominions of Her Majesty, it would be
a hundred times better to admit the Canadian, because, in the first place, we owe greater
protection to the natives and youth of the Country, than to strangers who perhaps only
come amongst us in consequence of their having received no patronage at home ; and on
the other hand, because our Schools being at our doors, open to the scrutiny of the whole
Profession, under the care of Professors whose capacity and merit are well known, frequented by young men we have occasion to meet every day, among whom we live and
whom consequently we examine and appreciate by anticipation, it would be far less easy
to make an improper choice, or so frequently suffer from deception.
To Mil and bth Questions. McGill College, the Medical Schools of Montreal, and
that of Quebec, are, I believe, well worthy of being considered as Schools where the
different branches of the Medical Art are taught with success. I, nevertheless, would doen?

—

T

—

B

;
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it dangerous to allow these Schools to grant to their pupils credentials which would
exempt them from undergoing examination before the Board, because these different
Schools being jealous and emulous of each other, the Professors would naturally be

inclined to admit in the interests of their School, as many of their own pupils as possible, for, the greater the facilities, the more numerous would the pupils become.
The
same Board, composed of Medical men other than Professors, ought to examine all
aspirants ; in such case only can we look for equal justice, and fairly expect that examinations will proceed on the same fixed principles.

—

To 6th Question. No reciprocity, in my opinion it is but just that the Medical
England should take the necessary means of ascertaining the character and
knowledge of such as emigrate from Canada, and the same principle requires that we
should employ similar means with reference to the qualifications of those emigrating

men

;

in

here.

(Translation.)

Answers of Br. J.

To

1st Question.

J.

Landry, of Quebec.

— would be subject them impartial examination,
number of
law, which exempts from examination
—The

To 2nd Question.

to

to

It

at present with the greater

who bear

M

as

is

done

students.

existing

credentials, diplomas or degrees, deprives us,

it

seems

to

all

those

me, of the means of

detecting incapacity, since it enjoins on the Medical Board the granting of a license to
such parties on the presentation of their diploma or degree.
To 3rd Question. I am aware that bearers of British diplomas have been exempted from examination on presenting their credentinls, without being possessed
of the acquirements necessary to practise with honor to themselves, or without danger
to their patients, the branch of their profession to which their diploma applied.
By
entering into details I should fear to be too precise, and thereby designate individuals.
Further, even in this Province, a degree may be acquired without conforming one's self,
in every particular, to the law regulating the study and practise of medicine, though
such conformity is demanded of all pupils attending Schools other than the University.
To \th Question. Four ; an University and four Incorporated Schools.
To bth Question. No; it would but increase the evil, and render the Provincial
Board a Board of enregistration.
To 6th Question. To this question I cannot give a positive answer ; my opinion,
however, is, that they would have to give evidence of their capacity before a Board of

—

—
—
—

Examination.

—

I believe it would, provided it were extended to both Provinces
a student could, with his diploma or degree, go to Upper Canada and
obtain his license, and then return and practise, in virtue thereof, in Lower Canada.
To 8th Question. It is to be desired that the Medical Profession in Upper and
Lower Canada be placed on the same footing, and a law accomplishing this object
would, it seems to me, meet with the approbation of Practitioners in general.

To 1th Question.

for, otherwise,

—

Answers of John L. Hall,

To

1st

and 2nd Questions.

lifications of those

Esquire,

M.

D., of Quebec.

—The most

who present themselves

effective means of ascertaining the quabefore the Medical Board of this Province,

be licensed to practise Physic, Surgery, and Midwifery, is by examination alone ;
but to entitle them to such examination is to oblige them to present certificates of
their having gone through a fixed curriculum of study, by attending certain lectures
and Hospital practice for a stated period, either in this country, in Great Britain,
the United States or elsewhere ; provided that such lectures so attended without the

to

19

Province be amongst those recognized as in every respect equal to those in the ProTo those presenting only certificates or tickets, they should of course be
vince.
obliged to undergo an examination in the various branches for which they produce
tickets or certificates of their having attended, and licensed accordingly in such
branches of the Profession for which they are found qualified. To those who
possess degrees or diplomas, on their taking the necessary oaths, &c, a license
should be granted to practise such branches.
To Snl Question. It is a fact, within my knowledge, that numbers of candidates
possessed of diplomas for the practice of Surgery alone, on presenting such diploma,
have been licensed to practise the other branches of the Profession, for which they
did not possess the necessary qualifications.
To 4th Question. My opinion is that one good College or incorporated School
would be sufficient for the whole Province.

—

—
To bth Question. — No, certainly
To 6th Question. — No.
To
To

1th Question.
Sth Question.

not.

— No.
—Yes.

(Translation.)

Answers of Dr. A.

—

Fortier, St. Scholastique,

To 1st Question. The most effectual mode of examining the qualifications of a
Medical aspirant, is, in my opinion, a thorough examination before the members of any
incorporated Medical Board.
To 2nd Question. Credentials, degrees or diplomas, obtained in any College or
University, ought to be a sufficient guarantee, to ensure the obtaining of a license.
Abuses are not more easily avoided by a Board before which the candidate sometimes
finds himself a victim to the caprice of his examiners.
To 3rd Question. There may be dupes on both sides.
To 4th Question. Montreal numbers two Schools, one in the French, the other in
the English language
Quebec has one, the teaching wherein is in both languages.
For some months past another English School has been talked of in Montreal.
To 6th Question. Yes, certainly; for I have always considered it unjust to grant to
a stranger what is refused to a Countryman.
McGill College, alone, has the right of
granting diplomas, whilst the Canadian Institutions, producing pupils at least quite as
good, have till now, been placed in the unpleasant position of seeing their pupils obliged
to obtain their credentials from the English.
To 6th Question. I am of opinion that all licentiates should practise only within
the Province where they have been licensedTo 1th Question. Far from believing that the Bill brought in by Dr. LaTerriere
would be a sufficient remedy against abuses, I am of opinion it would augment their number. I will not censure that part of it which relates to the qualifications required of a Practitioner, for too much cannot be done to screen society from the fatal suggestions of
ignorance, and the enticements of quackery.
But, I would ask, do you consider it
more baneful to society that a Medical man should be licensed by the Board by reason
of his diploma alone (a practice reproved by Mr. LaTerriere,) or that matrons and old
women, who, in most cases, have not the perception of their household duties, should
with unblushing effrontery, accompanied by the the grossest ignorance, attempt to prac
tise Midwifery, and, of all necessity, give occasion to accidents irreparable in their
nature? In fine, I am of opinion with, I believe, all the other members of the Profession
resident in country parts, who, like myself, witness the abuses without number which,
occur there, that in future no person should practise any branch of the Medical Art.
without previously having obtained a license or a diploma for that purpose.

—

—
—
;

—

—
—
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{Translation,)

Answers of P.

M Picaidt,

Esquire,

M. D.

y

of Montreal

—

To 1st Question. The present mode, which is that of subjecting students to a single
examination, appears to me to be defective, because it is impossible that the Examiners
can ascertain the capacity of a pupil in so short a time ; moreover, it is a well known
fact, that timid young men, though fully qualified, often fail, whilst the most ignorant,
I believe that an
generally not wanting in presumption, come off with greater facility.
annual examination on such branches as have formed the subject of study during the
year, would better answer the end proposed. In a case of failure the pupil would be put
off for three or six months, and thereby obliged to continue his studies through a longer
This method is the one adopted in France, and although, a pupil there, may
period.
finish his studies in four years, yet it is seldom that one succeeds in obtaining his admisOne advantage of this system is, that
sion in less than five, and sometimes six years.
Again, we would not
the pupil is constantly kept on the alert, and is forced to study.
as we do at present, see young men walk about and idle away their time during three
years, and, at the end of the fourth, undergo a brilliant examination, thanks to an excellent memory, and to the exercises of some teacher, who, by means of instructions
by question and answer, has initiated them into the knowledge of the different subjects
of examination.
To 2nd Question. The only mode of obviating the inconveniences referred to,
would be to subject all bearers of Foreign Diplomas to an examination before the

—

Board.

To 3rd
place.

Question.

—I

have no personal knowledge that any such thing has taken

—
—

To Mh Question. I do not know how many exist in Upper Canada but, in Lower
Canada, there are four.
To 5th Question. Certainly not; that would give rise to great abuses which it
would be too tedious to explain here. But, if a University (McGill College), placed
above the laws of the Country by its Royal Charter, were to retain the power of granting diplomas carrying with them an exemption from examination before the Provincial
Board, better would it be, and but just, that a similar privilege should be conferred on
the other Schools of Medicine, the Professors of which are quite as well qualified.
To 6th Question. Reciprocity in Medicine is a chimera, at least it will be for a long
time to come. European Universities accept our diplomas but as certificates of study.
French Physician cannot practise in England without taking degrees as required
by the law of the Country, and vice versa. As to medical reciprocity with the United
States, our Province would soon find itself overrun by M. D's. whose whole studies
would consist of having attended a few lectures, and having paid the cost of their
diploma. I have heard it said, that the McGill College diplomas were received by
some Scotch University, but it is not so in England, in Ireland or in France.
To 1th Question. I approve of Dr. LaTerriere's Bill, in so far as it has for its
object to establish the Board of the College of Physicians and Surgeons on a firm
That Board would indeed become a Board for the enregistration of licenses,
basis.
McGill College
if the Medical Schools were permitted to graduate their pupils.
ought, as well as the other schools, to come under the provisions of that law. A
very little skill, on the part of the Governors of the Medical College, would suffice
I see with pain, that the Midto avoid the abuses mentioned in Question No. 2.
wives resident in the country parts are objects of solicitude to Dr. Laterriere, who is
unwilling to interfere with their privileges sorry privileges, truly, which consist in
sacrificing every year more or less victims from amongst the unfortunate beings who
We ought, I think, to exact, at least, that they undergo an
confide in their care.
examination before the Board, or before two or three duly qualified Physicians.
They should, moreover, know how to read and write. In vain would it be objected
;

—

A

—

;
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owing to the scarcity of Physicians in country parts, women in child-birth
would be liable to suffer from want of care. This would not take place, for all
women know what BUch a state require*, and a Physician is never very far off. In
that,

Stale of things, when a woman in a country Parish is destitute of
of existence, though ignorant in the grossest degree, she adopts the calling

the present

the

means

of a Midwife.

Since

it

is

intended to protect Physicians,

why

not

amend

that provision of the

law which prohibits persons, without a license;, from practising the Medical Art, by
rendering such provision more easy of execution. At the present day, our Medical
men located in country parts bordering on the frontier, arc deprived of their practice
by a miserable set of American quacks, without any sort of qualification. I have not
Many think that, as is the
the law before me, but I am told it is impracticable.
ease with respect to those who sell spirituous liquors without a license, the testimony
two respectable persons given before a Magistrate, ought to be sufficient, and
that the penalty ought to be divided between the Crown and the informer.
law placing the Medical Profession on an equal footing in
To Sth Question.
Upper and in Lower Canada, would certainly meet with the approbation of the
In conclusion, I will take the liberty of adding,
greater number of Practitioners.
that, in my opinion, the Legislature is too much inclined to grant Acts of IncorpoTheir number does not improve their quality, far
ration to new Medical Colleges.
from it and moreover, as is the case with all the Colleges in the country, each
Medical School seizes upon and clings to the budget, to obtain the pittance
of a few pounds to pay rent, &c, as if the public had an interest in the matter.
a subject of such magnitude would require greater developHere, Sir, I stop
ments than the limits of a letter will admit of. It is highly to be desired that
a law to regulate the practice of medicine, should, at last, be framed so as to secure
to itself greater stability, as serious inconveniences always follow the instability of
laws.
of

—A

;

;

(

Translation.)

Answers of Dr.

Ed

Boudreau, of Bale

St.

Paul.

—The most

effective mode would be to subject all candidates
Surgery and Midwifery, to a searching examination, in
accordance with the rules and practice followed by the Medical Board of this

To

1st Question.

for the practice of Physic,

Province.

—

The law which entitles, &c, cannot be a sufficient secuQuestion.
against abuses and frequent deceptions, which, on the contrary, would
receive encouragement by the grant of such a privilege. Many bearers of credentials,
degrees and diplomas, obtained in some University or College in Her Majesty's dominions, are perfectly ignorant and regular impostors, capable of audaciously imposing
upon the Medical Board by the production of documents fraudulently procured by means
The method, in my opinion, of preventing deception and
of money and intrigue.
abuse, would be to subject to examination before the Medical Board of this Province,
and without distinction, all bearers of credentials, degrees, or diplomas, from whatsoever University or College obtained.
To 3rd Question. 1 am not aware of such being the case.
To 4th Question. The Colleges and incorporated Schools of the Cities of
Quebec and Montreal. I cannot make honorable mention of the Schools and Institutions of this nature in Upper Canada, being entirely unacquainted with them.
To oth Question. I should be of opinion not to exempt bearers of credentials
obtained in those different Schools, from the rules hereinbefore laid down, but to
subject them to a less severe examination, impressed, as I am, with the idea, that
the Members of the Profession have opportunities of judging of the talents and

To 2nd

rity

—
—
—
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aptitude of such amongst the youth of the country as are desirous of forming part
of the Medical body.
To 6th Question. I do not believe that an M. D. from McGill College, or from
any other Medical School in Canada, would have the right of practising his profession in Great Britain, without having previously undergone an examination and
given proof of his acquirements. The same principle ought to apply to all M. D.'s
from Great Britain who come to Canada to practise. None should be allowed to
practise without, in the first instance, having undergone an examination before the
Medical Board of this Province, and thereby given proof of his acquirements.
Reciprocity in Medicine is morally impossible
confidence cannot be placed in
credential-bearers and reciprocated by the different Colleges or Medical Schools,
without, at the same time, encouraging, by censurable deference and improper favor,
the attempts of certain bearers of credentials, degrees or diplomas, very often
obtained by illegitimate means from some venal and mercenary College or Medical
Where would public safety reside, if there did not exist a Medical Board to
School.
superintend the choice of professional men scattered throughout Canada.
To 7th Question. The Bill proposed by Dr. LaTerriere is sufficiently comprehensive, though not entering much into details.
To 8th Question. I do not believe that a law, placing the Medical Profession
on the same footing in Upper and Lower Canada, would meet with the approbation
of the generality of Practitioners, because of the difficulties likely to arise from the
laws relating to each section of Canada, unless, however, the Legislature should
overcome all repugnance, by smoothing the difficulties and granting to every Member of the Profession similar privileges and equal consideration.

—

;

—
—

(Translation.)

Answers of Dr. L. 0. Cazeneuve, of IS Assumption.

—

To 1st Question. I do not know of a better or more effective mode of ascertaining
a young man's qualifications, than a minute examination, such as is undergone at present with this difference, however, that I think, as I have already had occasion to suggest to a Committee of this Honorable House, that, instead of one examination, the
candidates ought to be subjected to two, and even three, the different branches of the
Medical Art being divided, as found most convenient, into two or three parts. In this
manner, the requisite time and attention could be given to each part, and the candithe young man himself would thereby
date's information on such branch ascertained
gain an advantage, by having his attention less divided, and applying himself more
fully to each branch, and be enabled to undergo these partial examinations with greater
confidence.
To 2nd Question. I have but very imperfectly followed the proceedings of the
Medical Boards I have never consented (for reasons of my own) to take an active part
in them
nevertheless, I am of opinion, that every candidate ought to undergo one or
If every School
several detailed and effective examinations before the Medical Board.
had the right of granting a diploma equal in effect to a license, there would be reason
to fear that some one amongst all these rival Schools, for the purpose of drawing to itself
a greater number of pupils, would render the obtaining of its diploma more and more
easy, and this would be an evil which would fall on the Profession and on the public.
To 3rd Question. I have no knowledge in relation to this.
To 4th Question. I entertain no relations with the Medical Schools I believe
there are three in Montreal, and cannot say whether there are several in Quebec or
;

;

—

,

;

;

—
—

elsewhere.

;

—I

To bth Question.
the second question.

answer negatively,

my answer to
have authority to grant

for the reasons set forth in

The Medical Board ought alone

to
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licenses to practise, (with the modification I will express hereafter in a
Bill.)

To

C)fh

Question.

subject.

To 1th Question,

—
—

am

I

entirely unacquainted

remark on the

with the laws of England on the

I believe the Bill proposed will suffice, at least, as an experiment.
sentence of the Hill, I find a negative which it seems to me, ought not to be
there.
Is it a mistake in the printing,* or is the meaning really to subject such persons
to an examination ?
In the latter case, but few of these gentlemen will, in my opinion,
submit to this formality, and the country may be deprived of talents of the highest
order.
Nevertheless, L would not presume to decide on this subject, as I am ignorant
of the manner in which the Army and Navy commissions are granted.
To Sth Question.
I do not well know upon what footing the Profession is in Upper
Canada but reasoning hypothetically, the Profession being the same in both sections
of the Province, ought to be placed generally upon exactly the same footing throughout
the United Province.

In the

last

—

;

Answers of

J.

B. Johnston, Esquire, M. D., of Sherbrooke.

—

To 1st Question. The most effective means of ascertaining the qualifications
of candidates for a license to practise " Medicine, Surgery, and Midwifery in this

a Province," is,
undoubtedly, to submit them to an examination for that purpose
joined to which, however, is the production of certificates of having pursued diligently a proper course of study at some Public School or College for Medical instruction, such as that enjoined by the Act which now regulates the study and practice
of Medicine and Surgery in this Province.
To 2nd Question. From my experience as a member of the Medical Board of
Lower Canada, I should say that the law now in force, which exempts from examination before the Provincial Board the holders of diplomas or degrees from Colleges
or Universities in Her Majesty's dominions, is a sufficient security against abuses
or impositions
except, perhaps, in the case of a holder of a Surgical diploma
merely, such as that granted by the Colleges of Surgeons in London, Edinburgh and
Dublin, which has reference more particularly to the practice of Surgery and Pharmacy. The Medical Board has obviated that defect by subjecting the candidate
with a Surgical diploma to an examination in Medicine and Midwifery ; the legality
of this proceeding on the part of the Board has been questioned, as contrary to the
7th section of their Act.
In this respect, the Act ought to be amended.
To 3rd Question.— It is not to my knowledge that unqualified candidates have
obtained licenses to practise. But here I can state as a fact within my knowledge,
that many of the seventeen individuals allowed to practise without a license by the
Act of last Session, commonly called Sanborn's Act, are totally without education
either in Medicine or general knowledge
that they never pursued any course of
;

—

;

;

Medical instruction and further, that one of the number, at least, viz. Richard N.
Webber, was a rejected candidate before the Provincial Medical Board, and consequently could not " have been practising Medicine and Surgery in Lower Canada
" at and for a long time prior to the 28th day of July, 1847, when the Act of 10 and
11 Vic, cap. 26, came into force," as is alleged in the Act of last Session, affording these persons exemption from the provisions of the former Act. Mr. Sanborn's
Act goes to stultify all Medical legislation, and, if it be impossible to have it
repealed, care ought to be taken to prevent the passage of any similar Bill to exempt
any further number of ignorant men from the penalties of the Act of 10 and 11 Vic.
To 4th Question.— The College of McGill, the School of Medicine, the St.
Lawrence School of Medicine of Montreal, and the School of Medicine at Quebec,
;

:

k

* This refers to the French version of the Bill, sent with the circular, in which the words " ne pourra "
were, by a typographical error, substituted for the words "pourra en."— J. P. L.

)
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I consider to be institutions where the Medical Art is successfully taught in all its
various branches.
To 5th Question. I certainly would not recommend that all these Schools of
Medicine should have " the privilege of granting credentials having the effect of
" exemption from examination before the Provincial Board."
To 6th Question. In answer to this question, I cannot speak at all positively,
never having even heard of such a case but I should think that the graduate of
McGill College, or licentiate of the Province, would have to obtain some other
authority before being allowed to practise the Medical Profession in England.
To 1th Question. I do not tnink that the project of law brought before the
Legislative House of Assembly at its present session, by Dr. LaTerriere, is at all
called for in the present state of the Medical Profession in Lower Canada.
To Sth Question. If similar protection to the Medical Profession were afforded
in Upper Canada as obtains in the Lower Province, I should consider it desirable to
assimilate the Practitioners of the two Provinces by an Act common to both.

—
—

;

—

—

( Translation.
Answers of
To

1st Question.

—
—

I

C.

Dansereau, Esquire,

am satisfied with the mode

M. D.,

of Vercheres.

of ascertaining qualifications adopted

Board of Physicians and Surgeons.
To Sth Question. To confer upon the Professors of the

by the

existing

different Medical Schools

the right of granting to their pupils, credentials carrying with them an exemption from
examination before the Provincial Board, would be but an act of justice, seeing that
one of these Schools possesses this privilege ; nevertheless, such act of justice might
be counterbalanced by this consideration, " that Medical Schools might thereby be
" changed into Diploma Shops." I should be disposed to abide by the Legislator's decision.

—

To 7th Question. I think it would be better to postpone the second reading of
Dr. LaTerriere's Bill for six months.
To 2nd, Zrd, &th, 6th and Sth Questions As published in the Newspaper " Pays"

—

Answers of

the

Honorable 0.

Widmer,

M.

D., of Toronto.

—
—

To 1st Question. No man should receive a license to practise unless he has undergone an examination and found to be qualified.
To 2nd Question. But, any applicant for a license, presenting a degree or diploma
in Medicine or Surgery from any University or Royal College in Britain, exhibits as
ample testimony of his ability to practise his profession here, in Canada, as he does in
Britain.
No imposition or abuse can be practised by such applicant, if sufficient pains
are taken to obtain full proof of his identity.
To 3rd Question. I have no knowledge of any such fact.
To Mh Question. I can only enumerate those of Western Canada; there are now
two Universities and one Incorporated School there, most efficient.
r
To oth
Question.
The degree of Doctor of Medicine from the Canadian UniversiBut I have always
ies should exempt from examination before the Medical Boards.

—
—
—

been of opinion that none but graduates in Arts should receive the degree of M. D.
Neither the Canadian Doctor, nor the
To 6th Question. There is no reciprocity
he licentiate of a Medical Board arc legally entitled to practise in Britain. But the
estimonials of Canadian Universities are received in Britain as a portion of the curricuum required to entitle the applicant to an examination.

—

!

;
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To 7/7/ Question.
ing the license.

— am not aware of any abuses and impositions practised obtain—The Statute regulating the practice of Medicine in Lower Canada
in

I

To Sih Question,
well adapted for guarding the rights of the Practitioners, as -well as for the protection
and I believe that the extension of such enactments to Western Canada
of the public
would be considered as a most gratifying result by a large majority of the Profession in
is

;

that part of the Province.

(Translation.)

Answers of Pierre BeavMen, Esquire,

M.

D., of Montreal.

—

The best mode of ascertaining the qualifications of a candidate
Medicine, is to subject him to one or more examinations before a
body by law vested with the right of enforcing them, and also to scrutinize the
documents on which he relics as conferring upon him the right to enter upon such
To

1st Question..

for the practice of

practice.

—
—

To 2nd Question. No for it is a very difficult matter, and deception, sometimes,
can only be avoided by the means above indicated.
To 3rd Question. Amongst other cases, onejoccurred before the old Board of Examiners in Montreal, and was carried into the Courts of Justice where the Board was
defeated.

;

—

To 4//i Question. McGill College, the St. Lawrence Medical School of Montreal,
Quebec Medical School, and the Montreal Medical and Surgical School, are all the
institutions existing in Lower Canada.
To bth Question. I would give these Schools the right of granting credentials to
the

—

who should have

studied, during a period of four years, the different branches
of the Medical Science, and undergone four examinations on these several branches,
separated for this purpose, as is practised in regular Schools, and presented, moreover, a
written thesis. I would again exact, as an essential condition, that such Schools should
have for their use'a Hospital containing at least fifty beds to be attended by their
pupils.
Upon the foregoing conditions, I would confer on the Schools the right of
granting diplomas, which, upon presentation to the Executive Government, would obtain
for the possessor the right of practising his Profession within the Province.
I would
willingly exempt the students from even appearing before the College of Physicians
and Surgeons, as that College appears to me to be a heterogeneous body, which
cannot last long, because it does not fulfil the object of all institutions bearing the
same name, viz. applying itself to the teaching of the different Medical Sciences
and, I do not see that this College has anywhere fulfilled these duties.
It is well
understood that the examinations above mentioned, ought to be as public as possible.
Another means of sustaining our Schools of Medicine would be to affiliate them to a
University of their belief/where the student, after having undergone in their respective
Schools, the examinations above spoken of, would be subjected to a fifth examination
maintain his thesis, and receive the title of Doctor of Medicine and Surgery of such
University.
By these means, the Medical Profession would be placed on a footing of
greater respectability, than that which it holds by the system which now obtains.
To 6th Question. No a licentiate or a graduate of any of our Schools of Medicine
could not practice his Profession in Great Britain, or anywhere on the old Continent,
without previously submitting to an examination, or writing a thesis, for the purpose
of proving his qualification before competent Judges.
To 7th Question, No: no more so than the measures which have preceded it. It
could but affect some of our Medical Institutions, and would not apply to MeCill College,
whose charter has very recently been renewed
for, the persons by whose efforts that
charter was obtained, would not be disposed to see it destroyed for the purpose of giving
all

pupils

:

;

—

;

—

;
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effect to the proposed Bill.
In order then to place our Medical Institutions on the required footing of equality, I would give them the right above alluded to.
To 8th Question. I believe that the Medical Profession could easily be placed on the
same footing in Upper and Lower Canada, by a law granting the same powers, the same
privileges, the same period of study for the pupils, &c, &c, to our Medical Institutions.

—

Answers of Thomas Walter Jones, Esq.,

—By a
—I do not

To 1st Question.
Examiners.
To 2nd Question.

strict

M. D.,^ L. R.

C. S.

E. of Montreal.
y

and impartial examination by a competent Board of

think there is sufficient security against abuses and
impositions at present.
The only security that you have is the oath of the applicant,
who is generally unknown to any of the Board of Examiners ; several cases of imposition have taken place, the parties taking the oath
after a lapse of some time, it has
been found that they had assumed the diploma or degree of a person deceased. I would
recommend that the applicant for license have vouchers, other than the diploma or
degree, and reference to some respectable person known to the Board, and further to
submit to the usual oath.
To 3rd Question. I have heard that two persons have obtained certificates in order
to being licensed, and did not possess the necessary qualification to practise Medicine,
;

—

Surgery and Midwifery.
To Mb Question. Four Schools. McGill College, the School of Medicine at
Quebec, the School of Medicine at Montreal, and the St. Lawrence School of Medi-

—

cine, Montreal.

—

To hth Question. I would not confer on any Provincial School or College the
power of granting certificates to exempt their pupils from examination before the Provincial Board I would recommend all candidates being examined by a General Board.
But if this privilege is allowed to any University or College, I would confer a similar
power on the Incorporated Schools, as it gives the Universities and Colleges an undue
advantage over the Incorporated Schools, which their standing and teaching do not
entitle them to.
To 6th Question'. There is no reciprocity. The M. D., of McGill College, or a
licentiate of any School of Medicine in Canada, is not recognized in England ; he will
not be exempted from any examination, if he wishes the degree or diploma of any
University or College in Great Britain or Ireland, nor does it qualify him for the Army
;

—

or

Navy Medical

Boards.

—

To 1th Question. I do not. I would exempt all M. D., of the Universities of Great
Britain and Ireland, having a Surgeon's diploma, from examination; if they have not
a diploma, to be examined on Surgery. Those having a diploma of the Royal College
of Surgeons in Great Britain or Ireland, to be examined in Medicine and Midwifery.
The licenses of Apothecaries' Hall of London and Dublin, to be accepted, as far as dispensing drugs the candidate to be examined on the other branches. The Army and
Navy Surgeons to submit to the same routine as other candidates, according to their
;

qualifications.

—

To 8th Question. I do consider a law placing the Medical Profession on equal
footing in Upper and Lower Canada, a measure which will meet with the approbation
of all Practitioners ; the Board of Examiners to meet semi-annually at Montreal and
Toronto.
The College of Physicians and Surgeons of Canada would then be free from
the local influence or weight of any University or Schcol, and place the Profession on
its proper standing.
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Answers of M, McCulloch, Esquire, M.

/).,

of Montreal.

—

To 1st Question. I am of opinion that the most effective means of ascertaining
the qualifications of those who present themselves before the Medical Board of this
Province to be licensed to practise Physic, Surgery, and Midwifery, is an examination by Practitioners of the highest respectability, unless the candidate already
possesses a satisfactory degree or diploma.
To 2nd Question. I think that the law which exempts from examination all
those who hold degrees or diplomas obtained from any University or College in

—

Her Majesty's Dominions, should be considered a
or impositions.

sufficient security against

abuses

—

To 3rd Question. It is not a fact within my knowledge, that any candidates
have obtained certificates in order to being licensed as Medical Practitioners in this
Province, on presenting credentials,without possessing all the testimonials that should
entitle them to be considered qualified to practise.
To 4th Question. McGill College is the only Institution in this Province where
I have had an opportunity of knowing that the various branches of the Medical
Art are taught with success.
To bth Question. I would confer on the Professors of Universities alone the
privilege of granting credentials to their pupils, to exempt them from an examination
before the Provincial Board.
To 6th Question. I cannot say what the law is now, in England, regarding an
M. D. of McGill College, or a licentiate of any Medical School in Canada, wishing
to practise in that country, without previously undergoing an examination or giving
proof of his qualifications but I know that certificates of attendance on Medical
Lectures at McGill College are respected by the British Universities, and received
by them on the most favorable terms.
To 1th Question. As I am not aware of the existence of any abuses or impositions by candidates, I think the attempt by Dr. LaTerriere to amend the law in the

—

—

—

;

—

way he

proposes,

the Profession.

would

not in any

way

benefit the public or elevate the character of

—

To Sth Question. I consider that a law placing the Medical Profession on an
equal footing in Upper and Lower Canada, is desirable, and would meet with the
approbation of Practitioners in general.

Answers of Dr. John Anderson, of North George- Toivn.

—
—

To 1st Question. My views on the subject of this enquiry will appear from my
answers to the questions, which follow
To 2nd Question. The special examination of candidates for Medical appointments
in the Army and Navy, and other fields of labour, by different Boards in Great Britain,
shews that University and College degrees and diplomas, are not there considered a
sufficient guarantee of the medical acquirements of those who hold them
neither therefore should they be considered as such in this Province.
Either those diplomas which
shall be held sufficient here, without further examination, should be particularly specified, or all should be required to undergo an examination, by parties appointed for that
purpose under Provincial authority.
ToZrd Question, To this I can only answer, in general, that past experience
seems to warrant Legislative interference to prevent abuses in future.
To 4th Question. I presume that all the incorporations for teaching Medicine in
tiiis Province are competent to discharge the duties entrusted to them, and know nothing
:

;

—
—

to the contrary.

—

Question.
I do not think it expedient that the parties who teach the Medishould have the unrestricted privilege of conferring on their students the right

To 4th
cal Art,
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to practise it.
They may withhold certificates from such of their students as, from
excessive carelessness or great natural incapacity, have signally failed to profit under
their instructions ; but in ordinary circumstances they will not, and generally speaking,
cannot reasonably be expected to withhold them, from numbers whose qualifications to
begin practice are very inadequate. Examination for a license to practise Medicine, by
a Board of properly qualified persons, entirely independent of those entrusted with the
office of teaching it, seems essential to ensure a proper degree of diligence and efficiency
on the part both of Professors and students.
To 6th Question, As I suppose the Bill intended to be brought into Parliament is
not intended to secure privileges for the pupils of our own Institutions, but well qualified Practitioners to attend to the health of our people, the question about reciprocity
seems one of no practical importance.
To lih Question. From the replies stated above it will be seen that I approve of
the enactment of the Bill.
To 8th Question. From the political, social and geographical union of the Province
of Canada, the inconvenience of requiring a distinct qualification to practise in any part
of it, must be obvious to all. In some cases a part of the same Medical man's practise
ought to lie in each of the divisions. Reasons for removing from the one to the other
must be of frequent occurrence ; the profession in both is under the same Legislative
control ; local convenience requires separate Medical Schools, and Boards of examina-

—

—
—

tion in each, but the standard of qualification should be the same,

and the

license to

practise in either, equally valid in both.

Answers of W.

C. Scott, Esquire,

M.

D., of Montreal.

—

To 1st Question. An examination by Medical men, who are competent to
perform, in a proper manner, such an important duty.
Applicants for licenses possessing a degree or diploma from any University or College in Her Majesty' s dominions, to be entitled, as at present, to receive said license to practise, upon their
]

satisfying the

Medical Board that they have obtained such degree or diploma in a

lawful manner.

To 2nd Question.

— Impositions

my

knowledge been even ata penalty attached to the
law which is quite " sufficient security'' I consider " against abuses."
To 2>rd Question. In attempting to answer this question I must confess my
inability to comprehend the meaning of it.
If I am to understand the question to
have reference to obtaining the degree of McGill College for the object mentioned,
without the holder having first completed the necessary attendance on lectures, &c,
&c, also of his having passed an examination before the Medical Faculty of the
University, I must candidly and emphatically state that I have never known, or
heard of such a case. On the contrary, I may mention an instance which occurred
about four years since. A person who had obtained a license from the Medical
Board and had also been engaged in practice for a year or two, presented himself
for examination before the Medical Faculty of McGill College in order to obtain his
degree, and was rejected.
This case may tend to prove the more strict test and
superior acquirements demanded by the University of McGill College, over the Provincial Medical Board.
To 4th Question. In Montreal, three University of McGill College, (Royal
Charter) and two Incorporated Schools.
In Quebec, there is also a Medical School,
and an attempt to establish one was made a short time since in Berthier.
The University of McGill College being sufficient for the Medical instruction
of the students of this Province, and from the age, reputation and greater advan-

tempted,

much

less practised.

have never to
Should they be, there

—

—

;

is
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tages possessed by the College, it has always been the most successful Medical School
in Canadti.
To i)th Question. Unquestionably not, and for two reasons. First, because
it would interfere with the College of Physicians and Surgeons, and secondly, it
would be attended with the same results experienced in other countries which

—

acknowledge numerous licensing Boards, viz. of proving pernicious to the best
interests of society and ruinous to the respectability of the Medical Profession.
To the 6th Question. I have learned that a person holding a degree of McGill
College would be allowed to practise as a general practitioner throughout the British
dominions, with the exception of England, where he can practise as a Physician
without submitting to any examination. Of the later instance there is at present
an example.
To 1th Question. I consider Dr. LaTerriere's Bill to be wholly unnecessary.
The latter portion of the question asks, " what effect I would expect from the passing
" of the said Bill." I may in all sincerity answer, that the " effect I would expect"
therefrom w ould be the very object desired by Dr. LaTerriere, viz: that of degrading,
and insulting British Universities generally, and McGill College, at which his
:

—

—

T

Bill

is

aimed, in particular.

To Sth Question.

—

J think so. I have endeavoured to reply to the various
questions submitted to me, in a manner that I am of opinion would be most beneficial to the Medical Profession, and to the country.

Answers of

To

Wm.

Wright, Esquire,

M. D., L. R.

C. S. E., of Montreal.

—The

applicants for Provincial License to practise Physic,
into the following classes, formed according
1. Doctors of Medicine, the Professors of Medical
to their professional status:
degrees from Universities, whose curricula embrace complete courses of Medical
studies, and are extended over sufficiently long periods of time as two full courses
on each branch of Medical Science, except Medical Jurisprudence and Botany, of
each of which one course, completed in four winter sessions. Universities such as
these, are the British, either in the United Kingdom or its colonial dependencies.
2. Licentiates or Members of Corporate Bodies, the possessors of diplomas which,
in addition to being honorary testimonials of professional qualification, are also
warrants authorizing their holders to practise a particular department of Medicine,
and which aTe not obtained until after the fulfilment of courses of study comparatively of the same length and number as the former, and subjection to satisfactory
Bodies such as these are, the Royal Colleges of Surgeons
fssts of proficiency.
Edinburgh, Dublin and London; of Physicians in same places, and others; each
of which only afford testimony to the qualifications of their members in one department of Medical science, as Surgery, Physic, &c. 3. Graduates of Colleges, members of institutions and Professors of certificates from Schools of Medicine who
have received their honors after passing insufficient curricula, and whose* qualifi4. Students
cations are of an inferior character to those embodied in the first class.
without any claim to be considered as Medical men, who have fulfilled the requirements of the licensing Board. From these classes it is evident that all do not demand
Those
the same effective means for ascertaining the quajification of its members.
of the two last I consider, after adducing the proofs of their education required by
the Board, should undergo an examination on each branch of Medical science as
now taught. Those of the second class should be subjected to an examination on
the departments of Medicine not embraced by their diplomas, and be exempted from
examination on that for proficiency in which it has been awarded to them since
the tribunal yielding it is at least equal with that before which they are brought for
1st

Question.

Surgery and Midwifery,

may be ranged

—

;

:
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professes to qualify, includes the same obligations and proviwhich it does not presume, the candidate is required to give
Those of the first class should receive the licenses upon attesting
sufficient proof.
for adoption of procedures similar to those required for the preceding,
their degrees
would be unnecessary, because tautological, since they can only receive such
degrees after having fulfilled a more extensive curriculum than that required by the
Board. after having passed examinations, one of which, the catechetical, only
differs from the examination of the Board in being longer and more comprehensive,
from embracing a greater variety of subjects and requiring their mpre minute invesThus an M. D. must have given proof by examination of a satisfactory
tigation.
2. Pass an oral (written if desired) examinaclassical and scientific examination.
tion on all the branches of Medical science upon which lectures were delivered in
3. Submit to criticism a thesis of his
the University wherein he was an Alumnus.
own composition on some professional subject. Failing to give satisfaction in any
one of these, he is rejected ; whereas a licentiate only requires to pass the examinMicrosation marked 2, which does not extend to some of the branches taught
copy, Physiological and Pathological anatomy
subjects which are taught in UniWhile
versities, and in which students must be as well informed as in any others.
therefore submission of a graduate to examination for license is unnecessary, it is
also degrading, because the second ordeal is of an inferior character to that through
which he has already gone, and where he has acquitted himself honorably.
To 2nd Questiom. In the answer to the preceding question I have stated what
I believe to be the most effective means for ascertaining the qualifications of applicants for Provincial license, and it will be seen from their perusal that they are precisely those now adopted by the Medical Board before granting licenses ; and as I
cannot apprehend any abuses or impositions likely to accrue from their rigid observance and enforcement, I am of opinion that the law which confers the right of
receiving a license from the Medical Board, and which exempts from examination
all those who hold degrees, &c, from Universities, &c, with the curricula above
stated, is a sufficient security against abuses, and an efficient check on the imposi
tions which the. law may occasion by such a dispensation; and therefore deem
the Board not called upon to adopt any means to put an end to abuses and
impositions which do not exist, and therefore cannot be proven.
To 3rd Question. I am not aware of any candidates having obtained certificates
to practise Physic, &c, in this Province, on presenting degrees from British UniverSuch I
sities, who did not possess the necessary qualifications to practise the Art.
believe to be impossible, and I know it to be an unattainable imputation, since such
license, in as far as

sions

;

and

it

in those to

—

—

—

—

—

—

candidates have never been subjected to any test before the licensing Board, whereby
such deficiency, if existent, could be ascertained. Hitherto no such candidate, to
my knowledge, ever having been submitted to a re-examination by the Board. I
am aware that individuals with the qualifications detailed in the 3rd class, described
examination to be unworthy
in my first answer, have been found by the only test
of receiving the Provincial license, from their gross incompetency and absolute
ignorance, on which account I have thought it proper and safe to exclude them from
participating in the privileges of British graduates ; and, as 1 have before said,
consider they should be subjected to satisfactory examination before receiving license.
To 4th Question. I believe there are in this Province the following Colleges
and incorporated Schools for the # teaching of the various branches of Medical Art
University of Toronto; Trinity College, Toronto McGill College, Montreal Toronto
School of Medicine Montreal School of Medicine St. Lawrence School of MediQuebec School of Medicine. Of all of these it is quite impossible for me to
cine
speak satisfactorily, for I only know of one in which I have no hesitation in saying
Medical Art is taught with success, and that one is McGill College.

—

—

—

;

;

;

;

;
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—

To bth Question. I consider it would be improper and pernicious to confer on
Professors o( the Toronto, Montreal, St. Lawrence, and Quebec Schools of
Medicine, the privilege of granting credentials to their pupils, the effect of which
would be an exemption from examination before the Provincial Board, because this
would multiply the number of licensing Boards, as in the neighboring States, and
reduce here, as there, the Profession to a state of ruin which is so much deplored
by the wist si American Physicians and because the students attending such
Schools might procure a license without adhering to the requirements of the Act
which incorporated the College of Physicians and Surgeons, C. E.
To tith Question. I have now a personal friend an M. D. of McGill College
practising in England, who has been doing so since 1848, and has never been
subjected to the examinations which the licensing Boards in England are accustomed
It is too notorious
to institute in the case of students and unqualified Practitioners.
that no one can practise in England without authority, otherwise subjecting himself
Since 1847, the College of Physicians,
to heavy penalty, which is soon enforced.
England, have received degrees of British Universities as sufficient warrant for
bestowal upon their owners its license, and for admitting them to its membership,
without further examination. McGill College is a British University, and always
will be so as long as Canada is a dependent colony of Great Britain.
To 1th Question. As I do not know of any existent abuses and impositions in
the present means of obtaining Provincial licenses, and as 1 believe these means to
be unobjectionable, I consider Dr. LaTerriere's Bill to be quite uncalled for, and
therefore have no answer to give to the last portion of Question 7.
To 8th Question. I believe that if the Medical Profession of Upper Canada
were placed upon the same footing as that of Lower Canada, and had the same
legal protection against quacks, &c, it would meet with the approbation of Practitioners in general, and obviate the difficulties arising from a law affecting only one
part of the Province.
the

—

—

—

—

—

—

—

Ansivers of William Sutherland, Esquire,

M. D.,of

Montreal.

—

To 1st Question. Of those who are applying for the license of the Board by examination, without doubt either viva voce or in writing, collateral evidence of fitness and
diligence can always be derived from the certificates of attendance on lectures endorsed
on their

tickets.

—

Question.
I do not know of a single instance of a person having a diploma
The dispensation of the law does not
or other British certificate being unqualified.
therefore in my view, foster the abuse, which in this instance is thoroughly a gratuitous
assumption; and it provides effectually against the presentation of forged documents

To 2nd

by empowering the President

to administer an oath to every individual presenting a
degree or diploma. I cannot therefore propose any means *' to put an end to abuses and
impositions," inasmuch as the former do not exist, and for the latter, already foreseen

provision is securely made.
To 3ra Question. This question is anticipated in my answer to the preceding I
may repeat, however, that a " number of candidates, &c., having obtained certificates
(licenses) to practise Medicine," is simply impossible, and I question whether any single
instance can be cited in support of the presumption of the question, even by the hypercritical, who themselves may not after all be impartial, or the best judges.

—

:

—

To 4ith Question. In Toronto, three ; King's College and Trinity College, both I
believe having Royal Charters ; and the Toronto School of Medicine, incorporated.
In
Montreal, three; McGill College University, Iloyal Charter; School of Medicine and
St.

Lawrence School,

rated.

An

latter two incorporated.
In Quebec, one ; this likewise incorpoidea of the success of each of these can be had from the number of students

—
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which attend each an information which it would be well for your Committee to
it would be acquainted with the fact that certain of these for each student attending their courses receive from 25 to 30 pounds from the Government,
and others with like claims, are humble petitioners for similar douceurs.
To bih Question. Certainly not because the effect of such a law would be a premium on the establishing of Medical Schools, which are already too numerous because
such a law would practically repeal that now regulating the study of Medicine, a law
which, with some imperfections, has well answered its purpose, and with which the
Profession is satisfied because, on the other hand, the privilege now exercised and for
years possessed by McGill University, is one not conferred on its Medical Faculty, as
individuals, Lecturers and Professors, but upon the Caput and its convocation, in virtue of
authority which, from the beginning of the existence of such institutions, has been
accorded to them on account of the high order of education imparted ; because every
;

obtain, for then

!

—

:

:

country in fostering the right instruction of its people, purposely enforces in the attainprofessions, restrictions in the form of prolonged attendance on lectures, of
observance of rules and regulations in themselves strict, but not exclusive ; in the requirement of a fair preliminary education, in a successful examination, and in the production of an original essay or thesis ; all which constitute presumptive evidence that
the individual who obtains his honors after four years study, has earned and merited
them, and these not confined solely to the barren honor, but extending to and including
immunity from examination, which, already strictly undergone in its various departments, it would be at once an unfair imputation on the University, and a professional
degradation to the party himself, to insist on renewing and this too before a Board
whose academic status is not equal to that of the University.
To 6th Question. In the shape in which the query is put, the parrallelism scarcely
Every University in Great Britain
holds academically, however, it may be answered.
would recognize attendance on another whose curriculum was equal to its own, and its
ad eundem would entitle the holders of them
tickets received as being of equal value
to the rights and privileges granted to other Colleges or Universities, whether these were
Metropolitan or Colonial.
To 7th Question. I do not regard the proposed law as a remedy, for reasons embodied in my preceding replies but further, grave considerations are involved in this
question, considerations affecting the academic institutions of the country, and as such
not to be for slight or imaginary reasons voted away or degraded. This I take it, the
duty of an enlightened Legislature, to encourage the education of the youth of the
country, to widely distribute its subsidies for the tuition of its people, and moreover to
foster one or more higher order of Academic, Collegiate or University establishments,
in which its sons may in due course, not only obtain a fair average classical and professional training, but the honors which from time almost immemorial, have been conferred
on the more elevated grades of learning and it is its duty, the more especially in a
young country, at once poor and struggling for existence, to couple with these honors
quai immunities, which, while they hold out intrinsic advantages, nevertheless in no
I may add that
wise depreciate their value or the estimation in which they are held.
the closing proviso of the Bill contains the palpable contradiction of receiving diplomas
or Commissions of Surgeons in Her Majesty's Service, without examination, while those
very diplomas, &c, are precisely such as in the former part of the law are not recognized.
As suggestions which the Committee solicit, I can but reply, that I consider the introduction of the Bill as not only not called for, but positively injurious to the best interests
of the Profession, and to the members of it, who can the least bear its prejudicial
I regard it as a proposed act, aimed at the standing of McGill College, and as
action.
such, for this year at least, peculiarly inopportune, inasmuch as after many years'
I write with sinefforts, that institution has been placed on a broad and liberal basis.
cerity and with clear convictions, not as an advocate, but for the respectability of my
Profession ; I cannot sit silently by and see its few meagre dignities assailed and prosti-

ment of the

;

—

:

—

—

;

;
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can (professionally) enjoy, voted
luted, and the only honors which in this country
speak
away by a tribunal whose jurisdiction is in this instance somewhat doubtful.
it.

1

protest against this system oi hypotheticaliy creating abuses for
with respect, and yet
the sole purpose of condemning and inflicting penalties.
The Medical Profession is on an equal footing now in both secith Question,
tions of the Province; its study, however, is not; in Upper Canada, there is no law
regulating it as with us, hence before its Hoard, any one after one or two years' study
I

—

may

pass

Answers of A. F. Holmes, Esquire, 31. D., Montreal.

—

Supposing this to refer to students, I conceive it necessary that
To 1st Quest* 0)1.
two things should be attended to; 1st, that testimonials be shewn of having studied a
sufficient time, and of having had proper facilities for acquiring the requisite knowledge and 2ndly, a thorough examination into the amount of that knowledge.
Neither,
alone, do I consider enough, as, in one case, time and opportunities may be abused, and
in the other, measures commonly called "cramming" are often had recourse to, to enable a student to get through an examination without a proper understanding of the
;

subject.

—

The question seems to assume the existence of abuses and iman assumy>tion which I am far from being able to admit. The nature
of the abuses are not stated with such precision as to allow a specific answer; nor am
If the abuse referred to
I certain whether McGill College is intended to be included.
be the presentation of diplomas illegally obtained, I believe that the Medical Board is
equally able to prevent fraud as a Court of Justice is, and the means thought sufficient
by the latter might surely be trusted to by the other. In some cases, probably, imposition
might be detected by examination, but as I conceive exacting an examination from bond
Jide possessors of diplomas giving license to practise in Great Britain, would be improper,
I do not think the possibility of a successful fraud liable to be punished if detected,
should be sufficient warrant for subjecting persons of probity, whose diplomas must be
sufficient testimonials of competency, to are-examination, unless the Medical Board should
assume that the examinations of the Universities and Colleges of Great Britain are not
equally to be trusted as the examinations of the Medical Board of the Province, a self
complacent and arrogant conclusion which I do not think can be entertained.
\uestion.
I do not know any fact such as alluded to, and more especially
am I disposed to disbelieve it since the organization of the Medical Board under the
To

2>id Question.

positions as a fact

;

—

present law.

If

it

be a

fact, I

consider

it

forms a great objection to the present consti-

tution of the Medical Board.

To

Atli

Question.

three) Universities,

— Including both sections of the Province, there are two (perhaps
—I should think the multiplication of licensing bodies beyond a

and four Incorporated Schools.

To otJi Question.
very few would be highh detrimental to the standard of medical qualification as an
unavoidable influence would be created to make facilities in examination a substitute
While speaking of licenses, I beg to point out what I look
for facilities in instruction.
upon as a very usele-s and in a measure unjust requirement of the present law. in regard
All graduates, both from Great Britain and from the
to graduates of McGill College.
Province, are required to present their degrees before the Medical Board and to verify
them by oath now this is very proper in the case of persons quite unknown, coming
from a distance, and professing to hold testimonials qualifying for practice but where
is the need or the propriety oi enforcing upon persons well known and whose reception
of degrees is matter of public notoriety, the swearing that they are the individuals
named in the degree, and that they obtained it in a proper manner? What disadvantage would result from making the degree itself a license ? evidently, none to the public.
;

;

;
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—

To &h Question. I believe a graduate of McGill College going lo England would
be much in the same condition as a graduate of Edinburgh or of Dublin, but I am not
He would not be able to dispense Medicine,
sufficiently informed to answer precisely.
nor would a graduate of Edinburgh. This question evidently has reference to the
amendment of the present law proposed by Dr. LaTerriere, which is to subject graduI have already
ates of Great Britain (as well as Provincial graduates) to re-examination.
alluded to this under question 2, but I may further say, that I do not think such a rule
1st., it is not necessary, inasmuch as the competency
necessary or advantageous or just
of the individual is vouched lor by his diploma, obtained under advantages as regards
Medical instruction at least equal, generally superior to those hitherto attainable in this
Province ? 2ndly, it is not advantageous, nor consistent with the usual policy in regard
If immigrants of other kinds are welcomed among us as bringing capital
to immigrants.
or productive,; labour, and thereby benefiting the country, why should the intellectual
and scientific capital of Medical men, which is to augment what we already have, not
be equally welcome ? and 3rdly, if we allow Medical immigrants to settle among us at
all, why do them the discourtesy or (I may say) injustice of refusing to admit testimonials which are sufficient in the Mother Country.
To 1th Question. Here again abuses and impositions are gratuitously assumed, and it
may be inferred from the language that the degrees of McGill College are put into the
same category with the Transatlantic Schools, as giving occasion to imposition and
As this is a very serious and at the same an unfounded charge, I may be perabuse.
mitted to enlarge upon it. The imposition or abuse must be, either that persons in this
Province may present to the Medical Board, McGill College degrees obtained surreptitiously, which is obviously absurd (as shewn under question 5); or 2nd, that the degree
can be obtained in an improper manner, as by purchase, or without an adequate curriculum of study or, by its being conferred without personal attendance, for all which I
honorary degrees are excepted, not requiring
distinctly deny there is any foundation
examinations
Medical
at McGill College are inadequate.
the
that
3rd,
or,
attendance
Now if this assertion be made, I declare my conviction, that the examinations at McGill College (as a general thing) are much superior to those of the Medical Board and
I believe I am borne out in this assertion by the feelings of students generally, and
certainly by the conduct of some who, though qualified for examination in McGill
College have preferred to go before the Board notwithstanding by so doing they deThe superiority which I claim for the
prived themselves of the honor of the degree.
College is not in the superiority of the individual examiners, but in the examinations
1st, the examination includes an investigaas a whole, and rests upon two grounds:
tion into the knowledge of the student in each of the different branches taught, which
are eight, and in consequence is usually prolonged over a period of at least two hours
2nd, the examinations in each branch are conducted by the Professor of that branch
who must, of course, be better acquainted with its minutiae than others.
Now, in the examination before the Board, I believe I am justified in saying, that
it is rarely that all the parts of Medical education are touched upon, but in general the
examination comprises but a few subjects, commonly those which are assumed to be
most practised.
If then I have established that the examination at McGill College is superior or at
the very least equal to that at the Medical Board, what good reason can be given why
or why should a re -examination by the Board
it should not be of commensurate value
be necessary. I think it must be very clear, the reason cannot be the protection of the
public or the Profession from uninformed Practitioners, which is the only just ground for
examination at all.
To Sth Question. It would be advantageous that a proper curriculum of study
should be adopted for both sections of the Province.
:

—

;

;

;

;

;

—

;

;

—
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[Translation.)

Answers of Dr. 0. T. Bruncau, of Montreal.

—
—

To 1st Question. A Hoc-tor of Medicine who has obtained his diploma from an
University or College sanctioned by law, is necessarily the best qualified to practise.
_ id Question.
1 am of opinion that the Medical knowledge acquired by students,
in the Universities and Colleges within Her Majesty's dominions, should prove sufficient
enable them to practise, and that the production of a diploma therein obtained,
mere examination before a Board of Examiners.
To 3rd Question. I am not aware of any.
To 4th Question. 1 consider that the Colleges and Incorporated Medical Schools of
this Province teach with success, and that the students attending them acquire instructo

affords a better guarantee than a

—
—

tion.

To

— No;

such a privilege granted to several Schools, would have the
of rendering them all of a secondary character a spirit of rivalry
and the desire of augmenting the number of their pupils would, moreover, render them
too indulgent.
To 6th Question. I do not know, and therefore cannot answer this question.
To 1th Question. This proposed Bill is essentially bad, and retrograde in its nature.
To 8th Question. I believe that what suits Lower Canada does not, in most cases,
worst

5th Question.

—

effects, viz: that

—
—
—

suit

Upper Canada, and
Ansivers of A.

Von

vice versa.

Iffland, Esquire,

M. D., M. R. C. &, Eng., of Beanport.

—

To 1st Qucstio?i. The completion of the curriculum enjoined by the College
of Physicians and Surgeons of Lower Canada, and an enquiry into the scientific
attainments of the candidates, based upon the course of study they have pursued.
Satisfactory testimonials that they have pursued their studies uninterruptedly during
a period of four years to one or more general Practitioner or Practitioners duly licensed
proof that they have attended at some University, College, or Incorporated School
of Medicine within Her Majesty's Dominions, the following branchesof Medical Education
Anatomy and Physiology, Practical Anatomy, Surgeiy, Theory and Practice
of Medicine, Midwifery and Diseases of women and children, Chemistry, Materia
Medica and Pharmacy, two six months' courses of each Institutes of Medicine, one
six months' course, Medical Jurisprudence and Botany, one three months' course of
each.
Evidence of having attended for a period not less than one year, or two
periods of not less than six months, the general practice of an Hospital containing
not less than fifty beds, under the charge of not less than two Physicians or Surgeons
and attended two three months' or one six months' course of Clinical Medicine and
the same of Clinical Surgery.
To 2nd Question. I have always held, that persons possessing degrees or
diplomas from Universities in Her Majesty's Dominions, should be exempted from

—

:

—

:

;

—

undergoing examination before our Provincial Boards, and during my long experience, I have never known any abuse to originate from this dispensation, by the
existing law.
To 3rd Question. I am not aware of any person having obtained certificates
from the Board of Governors of the College of Physicians and Surgeons, in order to
being licensed as a Medical Practitioner in this Province, without possessing the necessary qualifications, but I am at liberty to confess, that previous to the incorporation
of the Medical Profession in Lower Canada, such instances must have occurred, from
the gross ignorance which prevails among Practitioners not only in several rural
Districts, but also in our Towns and Cities.
To 4th Question. Four including McGill College, incorporated by an Imperial
Charter. And we may soon have a dozen more, provided the Legislature is disposed
to grant them Acts of Incorporation, and pecuniary assistance.

—

—

;

3d

—

Certainly not.
If such a privilege was unfortunately granted
Question.
Professors, or rather Teachers of our Incorporated Schools, the Legislature
might at once be called upon to repeal the Act incorporating the Medical Profession
The Board of Governors of the College of Physicians and Surof Lower Canada.
geons, would, by such privilege, become a mere institution for recording certificates

To 5th

to the

Moreover, such privileges could not fail of
of qualification and filling up licenses.
producing that active competition amongst Medical Schools, as would assuredly
have a tendency of lowering the standard of professional acquirements, and exercise
a most ruinous influence on the Profession, and I may add, on suffering humanity.
"When the reputation of the School and the emoluments of the Professors are made
to depend not on the quality of the instruction, but directly on the number of the
matriculants, it would be asking too much of human nature to expect the dignity
and usefulness of the Profession to be advanced, or even upheld in the face of a
vigorous and constantly increasing competition.
To 6th Question. I do not believe that an M. D., of McGill College, or a licentiate of any Provincial Medical Board in Canada, would be entitled to practise his
profession in England, nor do I believe that even M. D., of the Universities of Edinburgh and Dublin would entitle the holders to that privilege in England.
To 1th Question. The Bill of Dr. LaTerriere, should it become a law of the
Province, would, without remedying any pretended abuses or impositions, evidence,
an important attempt not only of depreciating, but of humiliating and degrading the
most learned Medical Universities of Europe, which, however, from the high sense
of honor and political integrity, which have characterised the author of the Bill
I have
throughout his long public and private life, could never have been intended.
long since been of opinion, that, if we had but one Licensing Board for the whole
Province, it would be attended with many advantages to the Profession, and thereby
preclude the necessity of class legislation.
To 8th Question. The Medical Profession in Upper Canada, can never be
elevated to that standard of respectability, to which it has just claims, nor will its
more important interests, which are those also of the community in general, be
secured and protected, until an Act of Incorporation, similar to that of the Lower
Province, is granted by the Legislature.

—

—

—

Answers of George W. Campbell, Esquire, A.

If.,

M. D., of Montreal.

—

To 1st Question. I consider the present practice of the Examining Board of
the Provincial College of Physicians and Surgeons, as effective a means as can be
suggested, for ascertaining the qualifications of candidates for license to practise.
degree or diploma is only received by it, as a certificate of qualification for what
Licentiates of the Royal Colleges of Surgeons of London, Edinburgh,
it sets forth.
and those who have
or Dublin, are examined on practice of Physic and Midwifery
neither degree nor diploma, are subjected to a general examination.
To 2nd Question. I have been connected since 1839 with the Examining Provincial Board.
I was for many years Secretary to the late Board, and I have been
a member of the present Board of Examiners since its formation, and I am not aware
of any imposition from the presentation of false credentials having taken place during
The oath at present exacted ought, as in a Court of Justice, to be a
that period.
and should any doubt exist in the minds of
sufficient security against such abuses
the Board of Examiners, as to the authenticity of such documents, the applicant
might be compelled to produce the class tickets necessary to the obtaining the
decree or diploma in question.
To 3rd Question. I believe a much larger number of imperfectly qualified
Practitioners will be found among those who have passed the examination of the

A

;

—

;

—

X

;
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Provincial Board, than among such as have presented to it degrees or diplomas, and
obtained license thereon, without an examination.
cannol speak with accuracy concerning the degree
To Uh and 5tk Questions.
but I
of success with which Medicine is taughl in other Schools in this Province
I think the privilege of conbelieve it to be successfully taughl in McGill College.
ferring certificates, ad practicandum, should be restricted to Universities, where the

—

I

;

examinations are much more searching, and the qualifications expected from the
candidate of a much higher order than it is at all likely they would be in any
private school.
To tith Question.

—

The class certificates of McGill College are received as
equal to their own, by all British Universities, and I believe an M. D. of McGill
College would enjoy the same privileges in any part, of Britain as an M. D. of
Edinburgh. The Apothecaries' Company of London have the power of preventing
any one from dispensing Medicine, in any part of England, unless he becomes a
licentiate of their own body, and some of the other Medical Corporations have
exclusive privileges, in particular localities, granted by their Charters, but I believe
there exists no desire on the part of these bodies, to disturb any individual in practise, whom they consider properly qualified.
This is evidenced by the large number
of Scotch and Irish graduates, whose names are to be found in any London Medical
Directory, as practising Physicians in that City, many of them of great repute
although, legally speaking, the licentiates of the College of Physicians alone have a
right to practise as such, in London, or within seven miles of it.
To 1th Question. I think the Bill, as it stands at present, is all that the public
or the Profession require.
I consider Dr. LaTerriere's amendment an unnecessary
piece of humiliation to gentlemen already possessing credentials of a much higher
order than the mere license of the Board.

—

—

am

not awT are that any difficulties have arisen in Western
affecting this part of the Province.
Licentiates of either
Province are entitled to practise in both. I believe the Lower Canada Act would
meet with the approbation of the great majority of Medical Practitioners in Upper

To Sth Question.
Canada from the law

I

Canada.

Answers of James Sampson, Esquire, M. D., of Kingston.

—

To 1st Question. 1 suppose that the most effective means of ascertaining the
qualifications of those who may present themselves before the Medical Boards for
licenses, and who do not hold degrees or diplomas from British Universities or Colleges, would be to subject them to a strict examination
1st. As to whether the candidate has prosecuted his studies for the prescribed term of years.
2nd. Whether
his curricula have been of sufficient number, and in a School or Schools of good
repute, as will be evinced by his certificates.
3rd. Whether his attainments on

—

examination correspond with his credentials; and are such as to entitle him to
receive a certificate or license.
To 2nd Question. I think that every bond fide holder of a degree or diploma
from a British University or College, should receive a license from the Board, without previous Medical or Surgical examination, if their genuineness be clearly apparent
but in case of doubt existing as to the identity of the candidate with such
imcnts, the Board should have the power of subjecting the applicant to a scrutinizing examination.
To 3rd Question. I cannot from personal knowledge offer an opinion on this

—

;

point.

To Alh

—
Question. —

I

am

does not teach successfully.

unacquainted with any School in the Province which

;
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—
—
To 1th Question. — think the provisions of the
To Sth Question. — think that both sections

Nothing under such a degree or diploma, as stated in answer
should entitle a person to receive a license without previous examination.
To 6th Question. I am ignorant of the present rule in Great Britain, as to

To 5th Question.
No.

2,

reciprocity.

I

Bill

governed by the same statute

;

and

annexed good in general.

of the

I

Province ought to be
Upper Canada Prac-

that this is the opinion of

titioners generally.

Answers of Dr. John Morse, of Chateauguay.

—

To 1st Question. The only proper way
Medical License, is, by an examination before

to

prove the fitness of a

men

man

for

a

in no wise interested in his pass-

ing the Board.
To 2nd Question. I have heard
been obtained in a dishonest manner
but can we say in which case, except
To 3rd Question. I have heard

—

said that diplomas and degrees have often
in all cases
by a public examination ?
of several who were real quacks, that had
diplomas one or two had stolen the diplomas of dead men, and took the names
they found on the parchment, but cannot vouch for certainty.
To 4th Question. I know of four Medical Schools in Lower Canada.
To 5th Question. Not one single School should have the right to give certificates that should exempt the scholars from a proper examination
otherwise, the

—they are not satisfactory proofs

—

;

—
—

;

country would be

with quacks.
To 6th Question. England sends her Doctors over all her colonies to practise
Physic but none of the colonists would be allowed to practise there without a very
close examination.
To Wi Question. Dr. Laterriere's is an excellent Bill it should pass into a
filled

—

;

—
Question. —

law.

—

To Sth
It would do a great deal of good to every body
but one Board of Examiners, to sit alternately in the two Provinces.

(

if

there

were

Translation. )

Answers of Dr.

J. J.

N.

Robitaille,

of

St.

Roch de

VAchigan.

—

To 1st Question. I am of opinion that no person ought to obtain a license to
practise Physic, Surgery and Midwifery, in Lower Canada, without having undergone an examination before the Provincial Medical Board.
To 2nd Question. I am of opinion that no one should receive from the Pro-

—

vincial Medical Board, a license to practise Physic, Surgery

and Midwifery,

in

Lower Canada, without

previously having undergone an examination before the
said Board
and, I should subject all persons to such examination, notwithstanding that they should be bearers of credentials, degrees or diplomas proceeding from
any University or College whatsoever.
To 3rd Question. I believe it has occurred that persons deficient in the
necessary knowledge, or without possessing the qualification required by law, have
;

—

practised,

and some of them even now

practise the Medical profession.

Nearly

and others, who, in
every Parish contains quacks and pretended bone-setters
defiance of law, distribute and sell medicines often injurious to those credulous
enough to trust in them. It is time that these abuses should be put a stop to.
To 4th Question. I believe Lower Canada numbers three Colleges or Incorporated Schools two in Montreal and one in Quebec.
;

—

;

\
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-I would not think fit to confer on the P.
rs of the difMedical Schools, the privilege of granting to their pupils credentials having
the efFect of exempting them from examination before the Provincial Board.
To 6th Question. As to reciprocity in Medical matters with England and
France, I think it my duty to oppose it, because emigration to America is certainly
more considerable than vice versa, and may be estimated at twenty to one.
I believe that
a law placing the Medical Profession here on an equal footing
with the Profession in Upper Canada, would meet with the approbation of the
Faculty in general, because reciprocity in medical matters with Upper Canada,
would be fraught with much less disadvantage than reciprocity with the Mother
country, inasmuch as professional lees arc not so much reduced there as here, and
but few medical men come from Upper Canada to reside in Lower Canada.
Again, let me throw out another suggestion touching this Bill, concerning
the claims of Medical men for their professional fees, viz: " That from and after
" the passing of this Act, all Physicians duly qualified to practise Physic, shall,
V during the ten years (instead of five, as in the last Act) following the date of the
i£
last services rendered, be admitted to prove by their own oath, the number of
" their visits and other professional services, and the quantity of Medicines furM nished, without being obliged to adduce any witness to prove such services or any
.

ferent

—

" other fact than the amount of their account."
N. B. I have been in practise eighteen years, and persons have remained in
my debt for ten and twelve years. I have been forced to sue several of them.
When sued, some plead prescription and force me to prove my account, which is
quite impossible
others on their oath, state they owe nothing, and it is in this
way that we receive payment. And what can be done ? Our Courts follow to the
letter, the Custom of Paris.
It is time that we should protest against such a law;
the article of the Custom of Paris must be amended, for Medical men, and particularly such as have been in practice several years and have arrears due them, are
without protection.
It is to be hoped therefore that the Special Committee will be
pleased to take these matters into their most serious consideration, and adopt the
necessary means to prevent the Medical class from being left hereafter without any
protection whatsoever.
The whole nevertheless humbly submitted.
;

(

Translation. )

Answers of Dr. Charles T. Dubc, of Trots

Pistoles.

—

To 1st Question. I know of no other means of ascertaining the qualifications
of a candidate for the practice of Physic, &c, than a strict and rigorous examination
before the Provincial Board, in which all the Members of the Board would tak«
part
but not an examination of three or four candidates at the same time before
three or four different Members of the Board.
To 2nd Question. I do not believe that the present law affords sufficient security against the abuses mentioned in this question
and my opinion is that all candidates, of what diplomas soever they may be possessed, should be subjected to an
examination before the Provincial Board.
;

—

;

—

I am acquainted with but few Physicians who have obtained
upon the mere presentation of credentials, and these are all qualified to
practise Medicine in all its branches.
To 4th Question. I know of but three Colleges or Incorporated Schools wherein

To

3rd Question.

their license

—

the different branches of the Medical Art
Province,
'it with success in this
viz.: McGill College, the Medical School, Quebec, and the Medical School in

Montr
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—

To 5th Question. No it would be useless to have a Provincial Board, were
not such Board the body chosen to judge, in the last instance, of the capacity of
candidates.
To 6th Question. The only reciprocity I would be willing to admit, would be
a reciprocity of examination for I do not believe that an M. D., or a licentiate
from Canada, would ever be allowed to practise in England without having previously undergone a strict examination.
To 1th Question. I concur in the provisions of Dr. LaTerriere's Bill, as they
provide, as far as can be done, a remedy against the abuses complained of.
To 8th Question. I am not in favor of placing the Medical Profession on the
same footing in Upper and Lower Canada, because I am not able to form an idea of
the degree of reliance to be placed in the Medical Institutions of Upper Canada.
;

—

;

—
—

Answers of Arthur Fisher, Esquire, M. D., Edin., L. R. C.

S. Edin.,

of Montreal.

—

To \st Question. I think the licensing body should never enter into any examination of the candidate, further than to ascertain that his credentials are in accordance with the law. Hence I hold that every candidate for the license ad practicandum, should be required to furnish a degree or diploma, the description of which
should be specified by the law.
To 2nd Question. I think the law quite a sufficient security against all abuses
and impositions, whose existence, if any, I believe to be only trifling. I consider
the only proper examiners to be the Professors of the branches which they are accustomed to teach, each in his own department, in the details of which it would be
absurd to expect ordinary Practitioners to be prepared. Indeed instances are not
wanting, in which, examiners of this class, have corrected candidates with a knowledge of the subject superior to their own, the candidate being right and the examiner wrong.
To Srd Question. I am not aware of any such fact, but I think my suggestions
in answer to questions 1 and 2, will, as far as possible, prevent all such practice.
To 4th Question. I know of only two, McGill College, Montreal, and King's
College, Toronto and I believe that their success would be still greater, were they
not interfered with by the existence of inferior Schools.
To bth Question. I should decidedly confer on the Professors of McGill and
King's Colleges, the privilege mentioned, and for the present should limit that
privilege to them alone in Canada, because I think them quite sufficient for the wants
of the country, and that to secure to them the greatest efficiency, they should in turn
receive the undivided support of the people and Government.
To 6th Question. The Royal Charter of McGill College being equivalent to
those of most of the Medical Institutions of Great Britain, would, I think, in the

—

—
—

;

—

—

Mother Country, obtain equal privileges with

To

—

like institutions there.

7th Question.
I consider Dr. LaTerriere's Bill quite unnecessary, inasmuch
as I do not believe in the existence of the abuses and impositions in question.
Further, I think it unjust and ridiculous to confer on Military and Naval Medical
men a privilege which the Bill would deny to graduates and licentiates of the
British Universities and Colleges, to the latter of whose credentials I should yield a
greater amount of respect than to the former.
To 8th Question. I think it a matter of little importance whether a new law
be made for both sections of the Province, or Practitioners holding a license to
I think either enactpractise in one section be equally free to do so in the other.
ment would generally meet with the approbation of the Profession and obviate all

—

difficulty.
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Answers of George Herri ch; Esquire, M.

/).,

A.

7?.,

of Toronto,

—

To 1st Question, By presenting certificates of attendance on the different
courses in any School ofMedicine, established by law or Royal Charter.
To 2nd Question. The Medical Board of Upper Canada lias no power to
refuse an examination to any body presenting himself, even though he should not
produce any documents to shew an attendance upon any Medical School.
opinion that all persons presenting degrees or diplomas from the Home
I am o(
Universities or Colleges, ought to get a license to practise in Lower and Upper

—

Canada, upon

identification.

—
—
—

The Medical Board have no power to refuse an examinaany body presenting himself under the present Act.
To 4th Question. I know of but three, and those in Toronto.
To 5th Question. I do not think it fit, except to the University Matriculated
Students, who have to undergo a lengthened curriculum of medical study, which
ought to be considered a guarantee for their competency.
To 6th Question. I think not, unless possessing a degree from a University
established by Royal Charter.
To 1th Question. I consider his Bill to be most oppressive and tyrannical.
To 8th Question. I have no doubt that a law placing the Profession in the two

To 3rd

Question.

tion to

—
—
—

Provinces, upon the

same

footing,

would give general

satisfaction, but. not requiring

examination from persons professing qualification, from

Home

Universities

or

Colleges.

Answers of Jonathan Barber, Esq., M. R.

C. S. L., of 3Iontreal.

—

To 1st Question. I think the most effective means of ascertaining the qualifications of Medical Students are the usual examinations by the Professors, and the
diploma thereon granted. The duties of each Professor require and suppose an accuracy and fullness of knowledge in his own special department, which is not to
be expected from Practitioners in general
nor, indeed, from any Medical men not
devoted constantly to teaching. To become familiar with whatever is already known,
and with whatever, from time to time, is new, the Professor has incentives, and
often, opportunities which do not belong to a mere Practitioner, and is, consequently in these respects generally far above him.
He is therefore fittest to decide
on Medical qualifications. If he could be supposed to feel an improper bias to pass
the student, a similar objection would lie equally against a board of Practitioners
in the opposite direction.
To 2nd Question. I am not aware of any such abuses as those referred to
but if they did exist, I know of no better security against them, than those already
existing, in the examinations of the Universities and Colleges of Great Britain and
of the Province, and their consequent right and duty to refuse a diploma or license to
practise to the incompetent.
To 3rd Question. I have not heard of it, nor do I believe it.
To \t/i Question. I am not competent to answer this question fully, being acquainted only with the McGill College, and its adequacy to the purposes of Medical
education.
The tendency to multiply Medical Schools beyond what is required for
a good and economical Medical education, I consider a great national evil. To
have no more than are really wanted is the way to make those which exist efficient.
To btli Question. 1 should think the diplomas of the above College and of
others equally respectable, as
have before hinted, a sufficient securily.
To 6th Question. I do not understand what is meant by " Reciprocal) in Physic."
I think an M. D. of McGill College ought to be allowed to practise in Great
;

—

;

—
—

—
—

I

;
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Britain, because
so there.

what

is

considered safe for Her Majesty's subjects here, would be

—

To 1th Question. I am not cognizant, as I have before said, of abuses and
impositions requiring to be remedied, but I think the granting the privilege to
practise in this Province to " any person who shall have served in Her Majesty's
" Army or Navy," whilst it is denied to other graduates and licentiates of the
Universities and Colleges of Great Britain, is, in the highest degree unjust and
absurd.
To 8th Question. I think authorized Practitioners should be allowed equally,
to practise in the upper or lower portion of the Province, and that this, as reasonable in itself, would be approved of by the Profession generally.

—

{Translation.)

Answers of Dr.

—

J. C.

Tache, of Rimouski.

my

humble opinion of ascertaining the
To \st Question. The only mode, in
qualifications of candidates for the practise of Medicine, is to subject them all to
an examination before the Provincial Board.
To 2nd Question. Credentials or diplomas proceeding from Incorporated In-

—

stitutions or Colleges, are not, in

of those

who

my

belief, a sufficient

guarantee of the qualifications

hold them.

—

To 3rd Question. I cannot, say that a number of candidates, deficient in
the necessary qualifications, have been admitted by virtue of their diplomas; but, to
knowledge, one candidate, bearer of a diploma, was admitted to the practice of
Medicine, notwithstanding his absolute ignorance of the first principles of his Pro-

my

fession.

—
—

To 4:th ^Question. I cannot, at this moment, state this number of Incorporated
Schools and Colleges in the Province.
To hth Question. It seems to me very dangerous to confer on our Professors of
Medical Schools the right of granting credentials equal in effect to a license ad practicandum.
To 6th Question. I do not believe that our pupils could, by virtue of their certificate, obtain the right of practising in any Country in Europe.
To 1th Question. My opinion would be to confer on the Provincial Boards
alone, the power of granting the right to practise.
To 8th Question. I cannot speak as to the general opinion of Medical men
but, for my part, I am decidedly against the idea of placing the Profession on the
same footing in Upper and Lower Canada. I should prefer that the Medical men
or candidates of both sections of the Province, when desirous of practising in the
section other than their own, should be subject to examination.
No one can, under
any circumstances, object to an examinatio'n, except from a consciousness of his own
ignorance.

—
—
—

Answers of Horatio Yates, Esquire,

M.

D., of Kingston.

—

To 1st Question. To be qualified, to be a candidate for examination for a License,
the applicant should produce credentials of having attended at least two full courses of
lectures, in some College or School of Medicine, in good repute.
The Beard will be
the best judges of the manner in which an examination, strict and impartial, should be
conducted.

To 2nd Question.- Every candidate for license should present himself before the
Board, but such as hold a degree or diploma, from a College or University of reputation, should be examined or not, at the discretion of the Board.
Thus the fraudulent
possession of another man's degree could be detected.
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—

To ')/•;/ Question. I believe such cases have occurred. Some Schools may be
disposed to grant certificates or degrees to pupils who have kc pt their terms, but who
have been idle, or wanting in capacity, from a desire to increase their number of pupils
and to show a long list ol graduates.
1 cannot correctly answer this question!
To 4/// Question.

To 5th Question,
T> ()/// Question.

—
— Answer No.
— am nearly
— think the provisions of the
in

2.

certain.

I

I
Bill good, but I would also that the
No. 2) had the option of granting a license with or without examination,
to those who hold qualifications to practise in Great Britain.
I think that Surgeons
who have creditably retired from the Army or Navy, altogether, should also have the
same rights as those who have been placed on half pay. This remark is suggested by
the fact, that we have one of the most eminent Surgeons in Canada who is of this class.
To 8th Question.—Decidedly.

To 7th Question.

Board

(as in

(Translation.)
Ansivcrs of Dr. Hector Peltier, Esquire,

M. D.

E., of Montreal.

—

To

1st Question.
In answer to the first question, I beg leave to state, that I should
student to qualify himself in the manner required by the existing law relating to
the Medical Profession
that moreover, he should obtain a certificate or diploma testifying to his capacity to practise, after having undergone, before the Members of the
College, or Incorporated School, the courses of which he shall have regularly followed,
an examination on all the requisite branches of Physic; that these examinations should
be public, and that the present Board should choose amongst its members, two or three,
unconnected with Schools, who should assist at the examination, with power to examine.
I think that by these means, the public and society in general w ou!d be sufficiently
like the

;

r

guaranteed against favor, and even intrigue.
To 2nd Question. Subject, without distinction, all bearers of foreign diplomas, to
examination before the Board
a person of capacity will, in spite of his amour propre,
willingly submit to it. For why should we grant to strangers, privileges we do not
ourselves possess ?
My decided opinion is, that in Medicine, as in every other pursuit

—

:

in

life,

we must

—

protect ourselves.
I cannot answer this question, as I

know nothing
—
—McGill College and the Medical and Surgical School of Montreal.

To 3rd Question.
respect.

To 4/A Question.

The

positive in this

is attested by the great number of
by the Board, many of whom obtained
the McGill College diploma, after having undergone examination either before their own
Professors, or those of McGill College.
There are, moreover, the Quebec College, with
which I am very slightly acquainted, and the St. Lawrence School, having as yet,
existed but one year.
T» 5th Question. I certainly should, provided those Schools fulfilled exactly and
in every point the objects which the law had in view.
To 6th Question. I answer negatively and speak knowingly. I can moreover state
that in L tndon, the bearer of a diploma other than a London diploma, would be
;ed to submit to an examination.
To 7th Question.
Dr. LaTerriere's Bill as amended, is not a bad one; but
it will have the effect of depriving the Schools of the
right of examining their own
pupils, of whose capacity, they, more than any other person, are qualified to judge,
having had them under their eve during the several years employed by them in the
pursuit of their studies.
Nevertheless, I should prefer this Bill to thcAct now in force
which grants privileges to some and not to others.
its

latter has professed

pupils

with success since 1843, as

who have been admitted

to practise

—
—

—

;
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To 8th

Question.

Lower Canada,
Upper Canada.

as

—

we

It

would be better

Answers of S.
To 1st Question.

to limit ourselves to

what concerns us here in

are not sufficiently acquainted with the wants of the Profession in

0. Sewett, Esquire,

M. D.

,

of Bytown.

—I

disapprove entirely of Lecturers being Examiners, and partiMedical Faculties in Universities should be
Examiners on the Provincial Boards, or in the College of Physicians and Surgeons.
Under the present circumstances of the Country this must be tolerated, until the generality of the Medical Profession are, as a class, of higher attainments than at present,
unless the Government is prepared to name a paid Board of Examiners for each section
of the Province, composed of men of the highest scientific attainments, none of whom
should be Lecturers.
To %id Question. I believe that all certificates, degrees or diplomas granted by
any University or College in Her Majesty's dominions, are honest documents, and set
forth bond fide the qualifications attested to.
I know of no other method of attesting the
identity of the bearer of such documents, than by oath or declaration.
To 3rd Question. When a member of the Provincial Medical Board at Montreal, a
candidate presented false testimonials of study obtained from a Practitioner in L'Assomption.
This is the only case that came to my knowledge.
To <iih Question. I do not know.
To Wi Question. No; I think that it would produce a very high grade of Medical
men to compel all candidates for license, to be liable to examination before the Provincial Medical Board, provided the Examiners be as well informed as the Professors, and
that they be not Lecturers themselves.
To 6th Question. No. No Degree from any University entitles a man to practise
in Great Britain or Ireland, he must be a fellow member or licentiate of one of the
Colleges of Physicians, of Surgeons, or of Apothecaries, before he can practise there
cularly, that Professors or Lecturers of

—

—

—
—

—

legally.

—

To 7th Question. Dr. LaTerriere's Bill is defective in not prescribing a period of
study, and a curriculum.
I think the Act sought to be repealed is absurd, in requiring
two courses on so many subjects. I would only have two six months' courses of Anatomy twelve months' Practical Anatomy, in three or six months' courses and eighteen
months' Hospital attendance I would insist on only one course of each of the other
branches.
The examinations should be public, and provision should be made for
appointing a suitable Board.
To 8th Question. I do.
P. S.
It seems to me that Dr. LaTcrriere should make his Bill extend the privilege of receiving license without examination, to all who have served in Her Majesty's
Service as Medical Officers, whether on half-pay or not, as the latter circumstance cannot affect their qualifications.
;

;

;

—

—

Answers of R. P. Howard, Esquire, 31. D., L. R. C. S. E., of Montreal.

—

To \st Question. An accurate examination of the applicants for license, in the
various branches of Medicine and Surgery now taught in the Province, by a competent
Medical Board.
To 2nd Question. The law exempting " from examination all those who hold cer" tificates, degrees or diplomas, obtained from any University or College in Tier Majesty's
" dominions," is not, in my opinion, a sufficient security against al
id an efficient
check on the impositions which the law may occasion by such a dispensation. To put

—
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Bach abuses and impositions, the Board should submit all persons applying
Surgery and Midwifery in this Province, to the examination mentioned above in answer No. l,not excepting Army or Naval Surgeons, or
Physicians on half pay.
It is currently stated and believed by Medical men, that several
Ifc Brd Q fstum.
persons have presented credentials to the Medical Board which exempted them from
examination, and enabled them to procure a license to practise, without possessing the
Not having the honor of being a member of that Board, my
necessary qualifications.
person;;! knowledge of the facts of these cases is negative.
Four; consisting of McGill College, the Montreal School,
To 4th Question.
and the St. Lawrence School, all in Montreal and the Quebec School, in Quebec.
To 5th Question, No the pupils of every School or College should be examined
by the Medical Board in this way a uniform standard would be secured, anil no School
having peculiar privileges, each would vie with the rest to secure the largest classes
by procuring the ablest teachers; and there would not be the inducement to pass
imperfectly qualified men that w ould exist if all Schools were permitted to examine

an end

to

for a license to practise Physic,

—

—
—

;

;

;

r

own

their

pupils.

—

To 6th Question. No M. D. of a Canadian University, nor a licentiate of any
Medical School in Canada, would be entitled to practise his Profession in England as a
general Practitioner, (the office held by licensed Medical men in this Province) without
submitting to an examination before the Apothecaries' Company to practise as a pure
Physician he would have to obtain the diploma of the College of Physicians of London,
or of the L'niversity of Oxford or Cambridge, which could not be done without submitting to an examination, and in the case of the Universities, attending lectures besides
and though he might practise Surgery without the diploma of the College of Surgeons,
yet Acts of Parliament have declared it essential that persons shall be members of the
College of Surgeons, (a privilege obtainable only by submission to examination) before
they can be eligible to certain public offices connected with the Profession of Medicine
such as appointments to gaols, houses of correction, hospitals or infirmaries, to the
Army, Ordnance, Navy and the like.
To 1th Question. I w ould suggest that the clause in Dr. LaTerriere's Bill exempting half-pay Physicians and Surgeons of the Army and Navy, be struck out.
The
Bill, it appears to me w ould then be a sufficient remedy against the abuses and impositions in question
and besides the good effects thus implied, and those mentioned in
my 4th answer, I would expect that, in future, only such men holding diplomas from
the Schools of Great Britain and Ireland, would come amongst us, as feel capable of
;

—

T

r

;

pa-sing a fair examination.
To 8th Question. I do the arguments which apply to this Province are equally
College of Physicians and Surgeons for Canada, which
applicable to the Western.
would regulate the study of Medicine throughout both Provinces, and whose examining
Board might meet semi-annually at Toronto and Montreal alternately, would confer a
benefit on the country at large, as well as upon the Medical Profession itself.

—

;

A

(

Translation.)

Answors of M.

—

Thiho.nlt, JEsgr. f

M. D.,

of St. Thomas.

To 1st Question. I believe, that the 11th and 12th Sections of the Statute 10th
and 11th Victoria, cap. 20, of the 28th of July, 1847, intituled, " An Act to incorporate
" the members of the Medical Profession in Lower Canada, and to regulate the studv
and
"practice of Physic and Surgery therein," are sufficient in effect.
To No; such guarantee is insufficient; it is better that all, without
ition.
distinction, should be subject to examination before the Provincial Board.
To 3rd Question. It is not to my personal knowledge, but I believe that undoubtedly such tilings must have taken place.
',''

i

—
—
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—

To Mil Question. The Montreal Medical School and the Quebec Medical School,
instruction is there given with much success.
are particularly well known to me
I
have no doubt but that McGill College occupies a similar position, but I never had occasion to frequent that College, and can say nothing with respect to it, in the same way
:

good and equally deserving
quainted with them.

To
To
To
To

5th Question.
6th Question.
7th Question.
8th Question.

institutions

may

exist in

Upper Canada, but

— Same Answer 2nd.
—I do not
—I think the proposed by Dr. LaTerriere
—
would.

I

am

not ac-

as to

believe

it.

Bill

I believe

will

prove

sufficient.

it

Translation.)

Answers of Dr.

C. Sabourin, of Longueuil.

—

The Board of Examiners ought to be composed of eighteen
each of the Districts of Montreal and Quebec, ten of whom would form
The examination should be public and before the whole Board, and not
a quorum.
It is unjust towards the candidate to
before a fraction of the members of the Board.
allow him but three Examiners out of thirty-six who constitute the Provincial Board.
To my knowledge, abuses have taken place. To obviate this state of things,
two Boards would be required, one at Montreal the other at Quebec, since both these
It could not then be alleged that it is
Cities contain incorporated Medical Schools.
from want of time that such subdivisions are necessarily made this means would, moreover, afford a surer mode of ascertaining the qualifications of the pupil, who would
undergo examination before a greater number of Examiners, and secure a greater
degree of impartiality.
To 2nd Question. It is a very difficult thing to ascertain the qualifications of the
bearer of a diploma he presents himself on the strength of the reputation of the UniBetter would it be,
versity or Incorporated School whence such diploma proceeds.
This country would otherperhaps, to subject all diploma bearers to an examination.
wise be the only one in which this security is not required ; it is demanded in Europe
and in all Universities or Schools in Great Britain.
On the other hand, an University or Incorporated School, teaching all branches in
a fall and complete manner, and which has given proof of being adequately qualified,
is quite as able, as a Medical Board, to judge of pupil's Medical acquirements, but, in
the interests of the Medical Profession, and to prevent all spirit of rivalry, let the one
or the other of the following modes be adopted, viz either oblige all, without distinction,
to undergo examination before one of the Boards, or let all incorporated institutions
enjoy the same privilege, and let their credentials or diplomas be received by the
To prevent favorBoards, as conveying the right to obtain a license ad practicandum.
itism on the part of Universities or of Incorporated Schools, Examiners chosen by the
Executive, without the Schools, might be added, who would attend the examinations
together with the Professors of the Schools this practice is followed in Paris, and in the
greater number of Universities in the United States.
To Zrd Question. To prevent favoritism, it is necessary that all duly qualified
Medical institutions should be placed on a footing of equality. The pupil, in such
case, does not rely on the favoritism of Professors, or on the greater degree of favor
with which the diploma of one institution, rather than that of another, will be received
by the Provincial Board, and will make efforts to qualify himself, as he has no protection to expect, the law relative to Medical teaching bearing equally on all.
To 4:th Question. I am acquainted with McGill College, which is very favorably
spoken of ; also with the School of Medicine and Surgery, of Montreal, of which I can
speak knowingly, from having frequently attended the courses given by the different
I can say, that the Medical education there given is of the fullest descripProfessors.
To

1st Question.

members,

for

;

—

;

:

;

—

—
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the Institution enjoys a reputation it has truly deserved.
I am aware
an Incorporated Medical School in Quebec.
,t.
In answering your fifth question in the affirmative, I must observe
to your honorable Committee, that such right ought to be restricted, in order to prevent that diplomas or credentials be obtained too easily, and without offering to Bociety
(hie English and one French School ought alone to possess
a sufficient guarantee,
such right. By this means Medical education would be rendered uniform, and sedulously
attended to.
To (Sth Question.
I know, that the bearer of a McGill College diploma, or a licentiate of any Medical School in Canada, cannot practise in England, without, in the first
instance, having undergone an examination, and given proof of his qualifications.
I do not believe that Dr. LaTerriere's proposed Bill sufficiently
To 1th Question.
By referring to my first answer, your honorable Committee
provides against abuses.
will see the means I propose for the purpose of attaining a more efficient measure.
To Sth Question.
To place the Medical Profession on a footing of equality in both
Provinces, would give rise to great inconvenience.
I cannot allow this opportunity to pass by, without again drawing the attention of
your honorable Committee to the 9th section of the 10th and 11th Victoria, cap. 26.
That section requires amendment, inasmuch as it does not forbid the sale of Medicinal drugs or patent medicines wdiich are sold with impunity in grocery and other
stores.
I can precise facts, and produce affidavits to show that from that practice great
calamities result to society.
I have even met with a case of poisoning, sulphate of
zinc having been sold for sulphate of soda.
I would further suggest the amendment of the 3rd Clause of the Rules of the College of Physicians and Surgeons, so as only to require a knowledge of matters, in one
or in the other language.
tion,

and

that there

that
is

—

—

—

—

(Translation.)
Ansivers of Dr. S. F.

To

1st Question.

McMahon,

of St. Rose.

—I am ofopinion

that the studies set forth in the 10th and 11th Vicdo not approve, however, of the obligation to learn English
imp sed upon the French Canadians. A man may become a good Physician without
knowing English. Moreover, one generally learns more when left to one's own free
will than when forced to do so.
I should like the questions put at examinations to be
written, and the pupils to have a reasonable time to answer them in presence of the
Examiners. This mode would, I think, do away with all suspicion of undue severity
toria are sufficient.

I

or favoritism.
To 2nd Question.

—

I cannot believe that any man of capacity would fear an examination if he at all expects it
I cannot therefore understand that any degree of shame
attaches to the circumstance of being examined.
I do not see that it can prove humiliating to any one, unless to him who, having obtained his diploma by means of money,
is incapable of answering.
;

—
—

To Srd Question. I personally know of none.
To 4th Question. I know of one College and three Incorporated Schools in Lower
Canada. I believe that the different branches are taught therein with about equal
success.

—

To 5th Question.
I would in nowise be of opinion to confer on the Professors of
these different Schools the right of granting to their pupils credentials to exempt thc:ri
from examination before the Provincial Board. Such a right would, in my estimation,
give rise to such a degree of competition amongst these institutions, that we would
soon sec around us a set of Medical men entirely wanting in the necessary acquirements
of their Profession.

)

;
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—

To 6th Question. I do not believe in reciprocity in Medical matters. To admit
would be, in my opinion, making light of the health and existence of
Every climate ought to have its Medical men. Neither M. D.'s, nor
licentiates, from Canada, would be allowed to practise in England, without having
previously undergone examination.
To 1th Question. I confidently rely on a good result from the Bill proposed by

the principle
individuals.

—
—

Dr. LaTerriere.

To 8th Question. I believe the Practitioners in general would approve of such a
law, provided a Board of Examiners were placed in every large Town, and members
of the Profession, without exception, made to form part of the College of Physicians.
(

Translation

.

Answers of Dr. P. Wells, of Quebec.
I will answer the first, second and fifth questions collectively, and say, that an
examination before the Provincial Board, is the most effectual mode of ascertaining the
qualifications of candidates, and, in my humble opinion, the only one calculated to provide against the abuses which the existing law may have the tendency to encourage.
I would therefore not be of opinion to confer, on Colleges or Schools any privilege, the
effect of which would be to exempt the pupils from an examination before the Provincial Board, but I would leave the matter to the discretion of the Examiners.
I must answer the third question in the negative.
It is impossible for me to furnish information relating to the teaching of the Medical
Schools of this Province, inasmuch as I have never been connected with any of them.
My impression is, that McGill College diplomas, and Provincial licenses, are of no
effect in England.
I humbly consider that Dr. LaTerriere's proposed Bill would sufficiently provide
against the abuses and deceptions referred to in your circular.
I am ignorant of the manner in which the Profession would view a law affecting
both Provinces, but I cannot see that any inconvenience would result therefrom.

(

Translation. )

>

Answers of

To
and

1st Question.

J.

M.

G. Bibaud, Esquire,

D., of Montreal.

—An examination, by a Medical

disinterested,' or

which has become so from

its

body, in its nature impartial
responsibility towards society,

of Candidates who have gone through the course of studies pointed out by law,
seems to me the best mode of ascertaining their qualifications.
To 2nd Question. I beg leave to call the attention of the gentlemen of the
Committee to the fact that, there are in this Province two Boards granting' licenses.
In the first place, McGill College, at which pupils from Upper as well as from Lower
Canada may attend ; examinations are there gone through with closed doors, so that
the College is alone the judge of the qualifications of candidates for diploma and
for license at the same time ; and, in the second place, the Board of the College
of Physicians and Surgeons of Lower Canada, whose examinations are public,

—

for such candidates as have not been graduated by the Professors of McGill
College ; these graduates receive a license without being examined before the ProThis once established, how can the public possess the same guarvincial Board.
antee in relation to the degree of qualification of those who present themselves to
The public have no guarantee whatever.
the Medical Board to obtain a license ?
to remove altogether, or to extend
I see but two methods of remedying such abus.e

and

;

and powers granted to but one Institution in this Province or
to oblige McGill College graduates to undergo examination before the Board, in the
manner followed by the students of all the other incorporated Medical Institutions
But, in
or else, to grant to these institutions the privilege enjoyed by McGill College.
to all, the privileges

;

\
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due respect for the opinions and Interests of society might
ought to be held to render their examinations
Institutions
all
impartiality,
secure
public.
As to the graduates of any College whatsoever in the other dominions of Her
Majesty, if the same privileges were extended to them, I do not think it would be
possible to detect the deceptions which might be practised, because, on the one
this case, in order thai a

Canadian public cannot witness the impartiality of those foreign
Colleges, and, on the other, the Board of Examiners has no right to submit
these graduates' qualification to the never failing test of a suitable examinaI will add a further reason, which
tion on the different branches of the Medical Art.
will have due weight in the mind of Legislators, since it conforms to the best esThat the law owes equal
tablished principles of right known to legal men, viz:
protection to the development of the talents and intelligence of each one of the members of the society which it governs, and, consequently, ought, a fortiori, to refuse
to strangers, immunities or favors it will not grant to its own dependents.
To 3rd Question. I know of nothing sufficiently positive to allow of my answering
hand, the

this question.

—
—I am well acquainted both with McGill College and the Medical

To -Lth Question.
School of Montreal, both of which teach with success ; the latter has taught since 1843.
The number of Lower Canada students who have attended this School is greater than
the number of those who have attended McGill College, which, is more frequented by
the students from Upper Canada.
To oth Question. I have always considered it to be an injustice to allow foreign
Colleges, and McGill College alone, to exempt from examination before the Provincial
The consequent restrictions which weigh upon the other Medical Schools,
Board.
paralyze all exertions, and destroy the emulation which would grow from their efforts,
were there amongst us distinctions springing but from talents and capacity.
To 6th Question. I assert, in a positive manner, that the species of reciprocity
McGill College diplomas are not recognized in England,
referred to, has never existed.
and its graduates, before practising there Profession there, are bound to submit to an
Therefore, even should we by law recognize the certificates proceeding
examination.
from our own Schools, I do not see the reason of extending the same favor to those who
refuse to grant us as much in return.
To lth Question. The Bill proposed by Dr. LaTerriere, as amended, would be
preferable to the law maintaining the present state of things, because it places on a footing
Nevertheless, for
of equality the Colleges of the Country, and those of Great Britain.
the greater advantage of our Medical Institutions, and to increase their importance, I
should prefer that the right of granting credentials to their pupils should be conferred
on all of them, provided their examinations were rendered public.
To Sth Question. I do not believe that one uniform law for both sections of the
I am not sufficiently acquainted with the
Province, could be carried out to advantage.
requirements of the Profession in Upper Canada ; but one single Board for the whole
Province, seems to me against the interests of those Physicians amongst us who are
Each section, in my opinion, ought to retain the management
located in country parts.

—

—

—

—

of

its

own

affairs.

{Translation.)

Answers of Dr. Baillargeon, of Quebec.

—A

strict examination on Physic, Surgery and Midwifery,
Question.
the surest mode of ascertaining the qualifications of such as present themselves before the Medical Board.
To 2nd Question. The means of putting a stop to abuses and of avoiding

&c.

To

1st

&c,

is

—

deception,

would be

oblige,

by law,

all

bearers of credentials, degrees,

D

&c, without

;
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distinction, to

undergo examination before the Medical Board, which alone would

grant a license.
To 3rd Question. I cannot refer to any case of the kind.
To 4th Question. I know of the Schools at Montreal and at Quebec, and of
McGill College.
To 5th Question. I am not opinion to confer on the Professors of the different
schools the right of granting degrees having the effect of exempting their pupils

have power

to

—
—
—

from examination before the Medical Board.
To 6th Question. I do not believe that an M. D. from McGill College, would
be allowed to practise in England, without having previously undergone examination
and given proof of capacity.

—

—

My opinion is that Dr. LaTerriere's Bill would sufficiently
and tend to place the Profession on a footing of greater resabuses,
against
provide
pectability, by preventing a number of adventurers, often unqualified, from taking
up their residence amongst us.
To Sth Question. It is very probable that a law placing the Profession on the
same footing throughout the whole Province, would meet with general approbation.
To 7th Question.

—

[Translation.)

Answers of Dr. F. Duquet, of

Ste. Luce.

—

To 1st Question. The most effectual means of ascertaining the qualifications of a
candidate for the practice of Medicine, &c, would, in my opinion, consist of 1st, a
certificate of having gone through a complete course of classical studies 2nd, a certificate
of having studied four years under a Medical man in the exercise of his Profession
3rd, a certificate of having attended two complete courses of lectures at some one of the
Medical Colleges for example, McGill College, the Montreal Medical School, &c, &c.
To 2nd Question. The law conferring the right to obtain a license upon a certificate from the Medical Board, does not, in my opinion, afford a sufficient guarantee
The only means of
against the abuses which the existing law seems to encourage.
arresting such abuses, would be to subject the candidate to an examination before the
Provincial Board of this Province.
To 3rd Question. I have often heard it said, that numbers of candidates had obtained certificates entitling them to practise Physic, &c, and that the persons who had
granted such certificates had discovered, but too late, that they had been duped ; however, I do not personally know any thing positive in this respect.
To 4th Question. I do not know precisely how many Incorporated Colleges there
I am aware that thejMontreal Medical School and McGill College,
are in the Province.
are both incorporated Institutions, and that young men who devote themselves to the
Medical Science, receive, in both these institutions, the requisite instruction to attain
;

;

—

—

—

that object.
To 5th Question. No ; for my part, I should not be of opinion to confer on the
Professors of these different Medical Colleges, the right of granting to their pupils,

—

&c, &c, and thus exempt them from undergoing further
examination before the Provincial Board.
To 6th Question. I do not believe that an M. D., from McGill College, or a licentiate from any Medical School in this Province, would have the right of practising in
England as a Physician, without being required to submit to a further examination.
To 1th Question. I consider that the Bill proposed by Dr. LaTerriere, would sufficiently provide against abuses, and meet the general approbation of the Medical men

licenses to practise Physic,

—

—

of this Province.
To Sth Question. Such a law, in
bers of the Medical Profession.

—

my

opinion, would be well received by

all

mem-
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(Translation.)

Answers of Dr. A. Tho. Michaud, of Kamouraska.
To \st Question. In my humble opinion, the most effectual mode of ascertaining the qualifications of candidates for the practice of Physic &c, would be to subject them all, without distinction, to a public examination before the Provincial Board
of Examiners.
To 2nd Question. The law which exempts from examination all candidates
bearing credentials, degrees or diplomas, obtained in any University or College in

—

—

Her Majesty's dominions, does not afford sufficient security against abuses nor adequate means of detecting impositions which may be practised the most efficient
means of preventing such abuses, would be to repeal the provision of law upholding
such exemption, and to adopt the mode indicated in the first answer.
To 3rd Question. It is very probable that, amongst the candidates admitted
upon the mere presentation of their credentials, to practise Physic in this Province,
some were wanting in the qualifications necessary to the practise of that Art. It
is even to my knowledge that candidates bearing diplomas relating to but one or
two branches of Physic, when subjected to examination on the other branches,
gave evidence, during such examination, that they did not even possess the requisite
acquirements on the branches to which their diplomas referred. I will take the
At the last sittings of
liberty of instancing one amongst other cases of this kind.
the Board, held at Montreal, in May last, a candidate presented himself, bearing a
diploma of Surgeon- Apothecary. The diploma was in due form, and was proved
The Board gave due credit for the diploma, and the
to belong to the bearer.
bearer had to submit to but a partial examination before a Committee of four
Examiners. In the progress of the examination, the Committee had already
established the candidate's want of knowledge on the different branches forming the
subjects of examination, when one of the members who had not been present at
;

—

and had had no knowledge of the diploma or of the
deference accorded to it, put a few questions on the first principles of Surgery, and
By this mere effect of chance the
the candidate was unable to answer them.
attention of the Committee was aroused questions on Anatomy, Surgery, and Physiology were, in succession, put to the candidate, and he gave proof of absolute
ignorance of the notions indispensably necessary to a graduate in Surgery.
To 4ih Question. I know of but three Incorporated Colleges and Schools in this
part of the Province, where certain branches of the Medical Art are taught with success.
To oth Question. Nevertheless, I should not be of opinion to confer on the Professors of these different Schools, the right of granting to their pupils credentials
exempting them from examination before the Provincial Board.
To 6th Question. In reference to reciprocity in Medical matters, I state, as my
belief, that an M. D. from McGill College, or a licentiate from any other Medical
School in Canada, would not have the right to go to England and practise there,
without having in the first instance undergone examination and conformed to the
the opening of the sitting,

;

—
—
—

the different Medical institutions in the British Isles.
McGill
have obtained privileges from the Edinburgh University, but I doubt
whether the privilege there granted to McGill College M. D.'s, extends itself throughout Scotland.
To 1th Question. The measure proposed by Dr. LaTerriere is assuredly sufTo increase, however, its
ficient to provide against the abuses above referred to.
efficiency, I would respectfully suggest to your Committee, the expediency of determining by law the number of Examiners each Medical School would have the right
of choosing to form part of the Provincial Board.
To 8th Question. I believe that a law placing the Medical Profession on the
same footing in Upper and Lower Canada, would meet with general approbation.

rules laid

College

down by

may

—

—

52

cannot say, however, to what extent it would obviate the
a law affecting only one part of the Province.

I

Answers of George D.

Gribb, Usq.,

M.

difficulties arising

from

D., Montreal.

—

To 1st Question. I would respectfully state, that the only and the most effectual
means of ascertaining the qualifications of candidates presenting themselves for license,
would be the subjecting of such persons, without any distinction whatever, to a fair
examination on all branches of the Profession.
To 2nd Question. I do consider that the law which confers the right of receiving
a license from the Medical Board, and which exempts from examination those who hold
certificates, degrees and diplomas, obtained from any University or College, is not a sufficient security against abuses and the only remedy against these abuses is, that of fairly
testing the qualifications of such candidates, by an examination.

—

;

—
—

It is a fact, within my knowledge, that persons have obtained the
did not possess the necessary qualification.
To 4tth Question. I know of the Medical Faculty of McGill College, the Montreal
French School of Medicine, the St. Lawrence School of Medicine of Montreal, and the
Quebec School of Medicine all of which, I believe, teach the Medical Art successfully.
To bth Question. I believe it would not be advisable to confer upon the Professors
of the different Schools the privileges of granting credentials to their pupils, as the
evils likely to result from it would be far greater than what it might be intended to

To 3rd Question

license

who

—

;

remedy.
To Qth Question. I can state for a fact, as this was my own case in Dublin, that an
M. D. of McGill College, which I possess, did not entitle me to practise my Profession
and in Ireland, I was required
in Britain without undergoing some other examination
to attend a series of courses of winter lectures, and attend Hospital for six months,
before they would grant me an examination, and it was public and was held on two
And even with my additional honors acquired in Ireland, I could not
separate days.
practise my Profession in England, or in Scotland, without undergoing some further
examinations and paying additional fees.
To 1th Question. I am quite satisfied with the first part of Dr. LaTerriere's Bill,
but not with the latter portion, as I do not consider that persons holding a Commission
in Her Majesty's Service, are a bit more competent than a private individual, who may

—

;

—

possess probably far higher Professional credentials.
It is a fact well known, that many Army and Navy Surgeons, possess only a single
diploma in Surgery alone, while the majority of men out of military service, often
possess very many diplomas.
To 8th Question. I consider it more advantageous both to the Upper and Lower
Province, for each to have its separate College of Physicians and Surgeons, as their inI am opposed to a law uniting the Profession of the whole Proterests are divided.

—

vince into one body, as it would tend to produce a great want of unanimity and harmony among the Profession.

(Translation.)

Answer of J. B.

To

the

Chairman

Meilleur, Esq.,

M.

£>., fy

ah

of the Special Committee, &c.

—At a meeting of Physicians and Surgeons,

held in Montreal, on the 24th
resolved to answer in the manner following, the several questions
submitted to the different members of the Medical Profession.
We, the undersigned, Physicians and Surgeons of the City of Montreal, have
the honor of stating in answer to your Committee
Sir,

instant,

it

was

:
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—

To 1st Question. That we arc of opinion that
and the standing of Medical teaching, require, that

the interests of tlic Profession,
bearers of ibc certificate or

all

diploma of an incorporated Medical School or College in this Province, should be
exempted from the obligation of undergoing examination before the Provincial Board,
in order to obtain their license.

To 2nd Question.

— We think

law establishes privileges injurious to
application ought, moreover, to be more general,
have given proof of requisite qualifications, should enjoy

the majority of the Profession.

and

all institutions,

which

that this

Its

equal privileges.
To 3rd Question.

—We cannot give your Committee any positive information in
Montreal School of Medimention
To Hh Question. — We have the honor

this respect.

the

to

cine and Surgery, incorporated in 1815, as having, since 1843, regularly given courses
and as a testimony of the
of lectures on the different branches of Medical science
success of its teaching, you will find herein included an extract from the minutes of
the School.
In the number of these Institutions is comprised McGill College, in
Montreal; there are, moreover, in Montreal, the St. Lawrence School, incorporated
last year; and, in Quebec, the Quebec Medical and Surgical School, which is well
known to you.
To oth Question.
answer, that we are of opinion, that all Medical Schools
that have given proof, by a regular system of teaching, of their qualifications to
instruct in the different branches of Medicine, as by law required, ought to possess
the power of granting to their pupils credentials exempting them from examination
before the Provincial Board.
To Sth Question.
answer, that our impression is, that no licentiate or
graduate from Canada would be allowed to practise in England, without having
;

— We

—We

undergone an examination.
To 1th Question. In answer to your Committee, we state our belief that the
Bill in amendment proposed by Dr. LaTerriere, is not calculated to provide against
the abuses complained of by the Profession and we are of opinion that a measure,
having for its object, to give a proper Value to Medical instruction, would render the
law more effective.
To Sth Question. We have the honor of replying to your Committee that a law

—

;

—

regulating Medicine, could not be
rise to great inconvenience.

The whole,

nevertheless,

made

to

apply to both Provinces without giving

humbly submitted.

(Signed,)

J. B. MEILLEUR, M. D.
B. H. CHARLEBOIS, M. D.
P. A. C. MUNRO, M. D.

HECTOR PELTIER,
"
"

"
"
"

E.
B.
L.

BOYER, M.

N.

D.

THS. E. D'ODET D'ORSONNENS, M.
DR. J. H. L. RICHELIEU.
J.

EMERY CODERRE,

E. H.
A. E.

TRUDEL,

M. D.

M. D.

REGNIER.

DR. W.

D'ESCHAMBAULT.

LOUIS GIARD.
Montreal, 25th September, 1852.

M. D.

W1LSCAM, M. D.
ROBILLARD, M. D.
GLOBENSKY, M. D.

J.

D.
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Extract from the Registers of the Montreal School of Medicine and Surgery.

" The Medical students who have attended the courses of lectures of this Institution, founded in 1843, and incorporated in 1845, number 275. Out of these,
" 82 were admitted to the practice of Medicine, after an examination undergone, by
" 68 before the Provincial Board, and by 14 before McGill College. A certain number
u were examined by the Professors of the said School, and the rest by those of Mc" Gill College, in pursuance of an arrangement entered into between the School and
" McGill College, but which arrangement has been broken by McGill College since
u the request made in 1850 to the Legislature by the School of Medicine and Surgery, in
" order to obtain the right of granting to its pupils a certificate, which the Provincial
u Board would be bound to receive without requiring the possessor to submit to further

" examination."
(Signed,)

"

P. A. C.

MUNRO,

M.

LOUIS BOYER, M.

D., President,

D., Secretary.

(Translation.)

Answers of Dr. T.
I

Bouthillier,

of

St.

have always looked upon the privileges granted

Hyacinthe.
to

one Medical School,

at

the same time that they were refused to the others, as an unjust dispensation of
favor on the part of persons in authority, and as calculated to create feelings of disaffection and antipathy amongst the members of the Medical Profession, and
degrade the Profession itself in the eyes of society.

The object to be desired by society, is not that the McGill College Medical
School, or the Monlreal School should possess, the one to the exclusion of the other,
the right of conferring on their pupils the privilege of practising Physic.
On the
contrary, its interests would require that all Medical Schools in the country should
be on afooting of equality, that is to say, equally competentto teach, and equally subject to such control as would effectually prevent abuse. The privilege enjoyed by McGill
College, and which the other Medical Schools demand, viz that of granting diplomas equivalent to a license ad practicandum, has the effect of nullifying the superintendence and authority for the protection of society, placed in the College of Physicians, by the law constituting it the judge of the qualifications of candidates aspiring
to the practise of Physic. In making these remarks, I am desirous of having it understood that I am guided by no feeling injurious to the members of the Faculty who are
connected with McGill College ; on the contrary, no Professors can be better qualified to
impart the necessary instruction to students but, it is also an act of justice to admit
that the gentlemen who act as Professors in the other Schools are equally well qualified
for that end, and have good right to demand that they should be put on a footing of
equality with their professional associates of McGill College, a position which they
really enjoy in public estimation.
I do not think, that, after mature reflection, the friends of McGill College would
seek to retain this exclusive privilege which the law gives them, inasmuch as the
long standing of that Institution, and the well known merits of its Professors, tend to
render such privilege useless. They will feel, I am confident, That the mere semblance of a monopoly attaching, by law, to their Institution, would prove rather
injurious than useful, as it would show in too deep colours, an approach to those
former systems of 'protection which the genius and action of the present day refuse
to look upon as auxiliaries.
I know of no facts of a nature to establish incompetency in candidates bearing
credentials tyc, and exempted from examination before the Board of the Provincial
:

;

,
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College.
The very exemption from examination before the Board, enjoyed by these
candidates, places it out of the power of the members of the Board to answer the
question o( the Committee.
The doubt, however, expressed in the question itself, is
more than sufficient to afford a proper appreciation of the interest, which Professors
and students, together with society, have in insisting on the intervention of a Board
of Examiners, independent of Medical Schools.
I
do not pretend, nevertheless, that Professors should be excluded from the
Board I even think it fitting that each School should be there represented, and its
representatives chosen amongst its Professors, because it is to be supposed that their
position is a consequence of their known talents and merit, and on the other hand,
their relations with the pupils, as well as their habit of teaching, must eminently
qualify them for the purpose of examining candidates; I consequently consider,
that it is a matter of high importance that some of the Professors of every School
should form part of the College of Physicians.
To resume, I must say, that I am of opinion that it should be enacted that every
Incorporated School of Medicine should have the right of granting to its pupils,
diplomas which would be to them an honorary distinction^ resting on the credit of the
reputation acquired by the School granting it.
But in order to secure to such diplomas
a due appreciation, society must have the means of ascertaining that they have been
awarded but to ability, and in furtherance of the cause of science. The examination of a candidate before a Provincial Board, a majority of whose members are
unconnected with the Schools, and placed above the motives which, rightly or
wrongly, may be imputed to rival Schools, would dispel all suspicion, and give to
society the assurance and guarantee that all the members of the Medical Profession
are worthy of confidence.
;

'

(Translation.)

Answers of

—

Jos.

Marmette, Esq., M. D., of Montmagny.

To 1st Question. The most effectual mode of ascertaining the qualifications
of those who present themselves before the Lower Canada Medical Board, to be
licensed to practise Physic, &c, would be to subject them all to an examination
before the Board, in order to entitle them to receive a license.
To2nd Question. The law conferring on all bearers of diplomasor degrees obtained
in any University or College within Her Majesty's dominions, the right of claiming
a license, docs not afford sufficient security against the abuses likely to flow from
such a privilege. The means of preventing these abuses would be, in my estimation, to subject all candidates to a regular examination before the Medical Board, as
they ought all to be, in like manner, subject to the provisions of law.
Difficulties
have, ere this, sprung up before the Medical Board, resulting from the fact that
bearers of diplomas had not conformed themselves to the law regulating the duration
of their period of study.
To Zrd Question. I cannot say that it is to my knowledge, that unqualified
candidates have obtained licenses to practise, on presentation of their diplomas.
The reason is, that these gentlemen, bearing diplomas, were quite unknown to me,
and that I had no means of ascertaining whether they possessed ability or not, as
they were exempt from examination.
To 4th Question. I believe there are in this Province six incorporated Schools
and Colleges, wherein the different branches of the Medical Art are taught.
To bth Question. I would not be of opinion to confer on all of these Schools
the right of granting to their pupils credentials, exempting them from examination
before the Medical Board
for, otherwise, we would not long be without complaints.
Rivalry between all these, institutions would give occasion to very numerous abuses.

—

—

—
—

;

;
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The Schools would vie with each other in indulgence and forbearance towards their
pupils while undergoing examination, in the hope of drawing the grealest number
Should the Legislature think proper to establish privileged Schools,
of students.
they ought not to exceed four in number for Lower Canada, two at Quebec, one of
which in the French and the other in the English language, and two in Montreal
I do not see whyalso, one in the English and the other in the French language.
persons might not graduate and obtain privileges by means of both languages in use.
It is well known that, in this country, to become an M. D., one must attend sometimes with disadvantage an English course, and this is a serious drawback to the
French Canadian population.
To 6th Question. I do not know whether an M. D. from McGill College, or a
licentiate from any Canadian School, has or not the right to practise in England.
I believe that licentiates from the Lower Canada College of Physicians and Surgeons
have not this right. Could reciprocity in Medical matters prove beneficial, I think
it would be only when entered into with the British American Provinces
I should,
nevertheless, at this moment, hesitate to decide upon this matter ; for, in my opinion,
we still require protection.
To 1th Question. The Bill proposed by Dr. LaTerriere would suffice to provide
against the abuses in question.
I will observe, however, that I would not be of
opinion to admit without examination, provided by the proposed Bill, persons
having served in Her Majesty's Army or Navy, unless such persons produced the
diploma of some British University or College.
To Sth Question. I do not know whether a law placing the Medical Profession
on an equal footing in Upper and Lower Canada, would meet with the approbation
I will remark, however, that the Upper Canada Schools
of Practitioners in general.
ought not to be more favored than those of Lower Canada and that, should Dr.
LaTerriere's Bill become law, bearers of diplomas obtained in Upper Canada ought
to be subject to undergo an examination in order to obtain a license to practise in

—

;

—
—

;

Lower Canada.
City Hall,
Quebec, ISth October, 1852.

—

Sir,
I have the honor, by order of the Board of Governors of the College of
Physicians and Surgeons of Lower Canada, to transmit for the information of the
Committee of the Legislative Assembly, appointed to take into consideration a Bill
to amend the law relative to the practise of Physic, Surgery and Midwifery in
Lower Canada, a Report, which was carried on the following division
For Drs.
Chamberlin, Foster, Von IfTlland, Holmes, Russell, Hall, Marsden, Gilmour, Sutherland, Brigham, Campbell and Fowler. (12.)
Against Drs. Bardy, David Weilbrenner, Tetu, Peltier, Marmette, Bibaud, Boutillier, Valois and Jackson. (10.)
:

—

—

P.

M.

BARDY,
& S., L.

Secretary C. P.

C.

REPORT.
Tke Committee appointed to take into consideration what action should be
adopted by the Governors of this College, in reference to the Circular of the Legislative Assembly, of the 20th September, 1852, and which is hereto annexed, have the
honor to Report. That whereas this Committee having taken cognizance of the
Circular, directed to different members of the Medical Profession, by the Special
Committee appointed to report upon the Bill to amend the law relative to the practise of Physic, Surgery and Midwifery in Lower Canada, in which certain queries

—

—
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are addressed, founded oil an assumption that " abuses and impositions" have
arisen from the operation of the existing Medical law incorporating the Profession
and having, as administrain Lower Canada, and sought to be thereby amended
tors o( that law, dispassionately weighed the scope and tendency of such an
;

assumption

—

That in the discharge of the duties with which this Board has,
l.s/ Resolve,
being the only Licensing Institution in Lower Canada, been invested, its members
are not aware o( a single instance in which an individual has obtained his license
to practise, without, the profession, on his part, of the necessary qualifications, established on the one hand by an impartial examination, or on the other by the adduction of the required testimonials certified by oath, and in no instance is it to the
knowledge of the Board that any falsification of the latter has been attempted during
Us existence.
2nd,
That while this Board has ever endeavored to faithfully discharge its
onerous and dispensable functions, it cannot but regard the imputations thrown upon
its administration of the law, conveyed in the circular above alluded to, and comprehended under the terms " abuses and impositions," with deep regret, and as
being undeserved, reflecting as such terms emphatically do upon its aptitude for its
duties when viewed in one light, or upon its probity when viewed in another.

—

P.

M. BARDY, M.
Secretary C. P.

&

D.,
L. C.

S.,

Committee Room,
City Hall, 13th October, 1852.

(Translation.)

Answers of Dr. F.

Fillet,

of

St.

Genevieve.

The best qualification a young man can bring to his support when on the point
of undergoing examination, consists of five years' attendance at a hospital and
lying-in institution, besides the courses of lectures, &c.
I look upon the above as
indispensable.
All diploma bearers should be subjected to an examination before a Provincial
Board and Boards must not possess the right of granting credentials exempting
;

from examination.

would have the effect of exposing the different
diploma bearers wholly unqualified.
In order the more easily to detect persons who may practise without having
undergone an examination before a Board of this Province, it would be necessary to
oblige the Secretary of every Board to keep a list of the Medical men of the Country
or of the Province, so that, upon being notified, he might immediately give all the
requisite information to make known any individual suspected of not having
undergone examination.
It is to be desired that the Medical Profession may be placed on a footing of
equality in Upper and Lower Canada.
Reciprocity in Medical matters

Boards

to

admit

to practice,

(Translation.)

Three Rivers, %rd

—

October, 1852.

Sir,
The answers I should give to the questions now submitted to me by the
Special Committee, arc about of the same nature as those published in " Le Pays"
of the 29th of September last.
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I am one of the subscribers to the Petition of 1S49, by which the repeal of that.
stupid law 10 and 11 Vic, chap. 26, was prayed for; and I have always considered
the existing law as in no way meeting the wants of the Profession.
I will remark to your Committee that the clause of the Act which excludes
from the right to vote at the election of Governors, all Physicians who have not the
means of putting ten dollars into Secretary Arnold? s pocket, is looked upon as
absurd by the greater number of Physicians in the country parts.

I

am, Sir,
Your obedient Servant,
F.

M.

TURCOTTE, M.

D.

{Translation.)

Answers of Dr. R. H. Porrier Lafleur, of Beauharnois.

To
one

1st Question.

now

—

in practice.

I will simply state, that I cannot suggest a better mode than the
Such as are desirous of entering upon the study of Physic, are

bound (by a law

in force for the last five or six years) to produce a certificate that
they have gone through a course of five years of classical studies and to submit to
examination before the Provincial Board on mathematics, Belles-Lettres, and Latin,
and since 1850, on English.
Once admitted to the study of Physic, their course
consists (always, in virtue of the same law) of a period of four years, at the end of
which they are again subjected to a rigorous examination before the same Provincial
Board on the different branches of the Medical Art. This mode, in my opinion, offers
a wide enough field to render it always an easy matter to the members of the Board
to ascertain the qualifications of candidates for the practise of Physic, Surgery and
Midwifery.
To 2nd Question. I think Dr. LaTerriere's Bill will sufficiently provide against
the abuses and deceptions therein referred to.
To 3rd, 6th and 6th Qtiestions. I answer negatively.
To Sth Question. I believe that the purport of this question will meet with
the approbation of the generality of Practitioners.
With reference to the number of
incorporated Colleges or Schools within the Province, I know of but three, two in
Montreal and one in Quebec.
;

—

—

—

(Translation.)

Answers of E. Lacerte, Esquire, M.

2).,

of Machiche.

After deliberate reflection, it appears to me that there should be but one Board
examination of candidates and the granting of licenses to practise the different
branches of the Medical Profession. It is fitting that each incorporated College
should have the right of conferring honorary degrees to such among their pupils as
may have deserved them industry and merit must receive a reward. It is certain,
however, that these Colleges pride themselves on the greater number of Medical
men which their Schools have produced when compared to others. These men are
as many friends who recommend them.
There is no doubt in my mind that were
these honorary degrees not equivalent to a license to practise, the Colleges would
find it their interest to confer them only on those who should have well deserved them.
I cannot discover why a diploma obtained out of the Province can better qualify
to practise Physic, Surgery and Midwifery, without undergoing examination before
the Provincial Board, than the degrees obtained within the Province.
I think reciprocity in Medical matters would prove a very bad system.
In the
interests of humanity, it is necessary that every one give proof of his qualifications.
for the

;
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My

impression

is,

that Dr. LaTerriere's proposed T

*

ill

will sufficiently provide

the abuses referred to in the second question of your circular, and I know
of nothing better that could be suggested.
a law placing the Medical Profession on a fooling of
I do not believe that

againM

equality in Upper and Lower Canada, would not meet with the approbation of the
members of the Profession, inasmuch as great advantages would thereby result to

them.

Answers of

J.

Crawford

j

Esquire,

M.

D., Montreal.

The only way to test the qualifications of any person, is by a fair and rigid
examination, by a competent tribunal and by the additional proof (by certificates)
I am of opinion that persons duly qualified
of a sufficiently long period of study.
to be Examiners, are rarely to be met with, except they are teachers in Schools of
Medicine and the collateral branches. I am further of opinion, that many of the
members of the Provincial Medical Board are incompetent to examine and test the
qualifications of a ivell educated Medical person, and that this will ever be the
case as long as this body is chosen, rather as representatives of sections of the Province than for acknowledged talents and qualifications, and often this choice is
decided by party feeling. I am well aware that the examination of the Medical
Board is by no means as strict as that of the University of McGill, and never can be
as severe and thorough, both from the above reason and the feeling that it is unne;

cessary.
I am of opinion that it would be degrading to graduates of Universities to
be subjected to an examination by the Medical Board, and insulting to the Universities, and would have a tendency to discourage all laudable ambition to obtain
the higher honors of the Profession.
I would unhesitatingly receive the diploma of
British Universities, upon proof by oath of their having been honorably obtained
and I would deem an oath fully as good security against deception and fraud as it
is esteemed in a Court of Justice.
I would recognize all Colleges and incorporated
Schools in the Province as competent to teach, being considered so in law, and
would restrict their powers and privileges to what they already enjoy by law.
I consider one law for the Canadas most suitable.
I do not consider that the circumstance of a Medical officer being on half-pay
of Her Majesty's service, should be esteemed a higher claim for license to practise,
than his holding a diploma or degree ; and I would deem a retired Medical officer
{although not on half-pay) equally entitled to this privilege. If, therefore, degrees
and diplomas are recognized as they ought to be, this partial proviso will be un-

to

;

necessary.

am

I

not

aware of any abuses or frauds which the present laws cannot as
by Dr. LaTerriere, some provisions of which,

effectually prevent, as the Bill proposed
I

am

of opinion, are objectionable.

{Translation.)

Answers of

To

the

Chairman

—

J.

Emery

Coderre, Esrj.,

M.

D., of Montreal,

of the Special Committee on the Bill to
the practice of Physic, &c.

amend

the

law

relative to

Sir,
In answering the Committee, I will take the liberty of communicating
amendments I had prepared in relation to the 2nd and 7th questions put to
The moment is most favorable to obtain the
the members of the Profession.
adoption of amendments modifying the law regulating Medicine, in a manner to
render justice to the Medical body.
The Physicians who, in 1849, petitioned the
the
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Legislature to obtain a repeal of that law, will feel grateful at the exertions made
This
for the purpose of amending a law defective in the highest degree.
assertion of mine would be substantiated and borne out by the Medical correspondence at that period laid before a Committee of the House, had not such correspondence been destroyed by the burning of the Legislative Buildings. I will take upon
myself, however, to refer you, for further information on this point, to Mr. Leprohon,
the Clerk of your Committee, who has had this correspondence in his possession.
The few amendments I had prepared and herein set forth, taken together with
the suggestions of the Canadian Medical men of this City, will, I think, afford means
of amending the law relating to Medicine, so as to provide against abuses which
are a source of complaint on the part of the Profession, and thus secure the support
of the Canadian Physicians, forming the great majority of the Practitioners.
You would, moreover, also meet with the approbation of the above majority,
were all Medical men called upon to form part of the organization of the College of
Physicians and Surgeons, without having to pay $10 entrance money, and were two
Boards of Examiners established, one in Quebec, the other in Montreal. Every one
knows that neither the law nor any rule of the College prescribes the manner in
which such money is to be employed, or to what purpose.
This money is consequently placed, pursuant to a rule of the College of Physicians and Surgeons, as may be ascertained by reference to the rules of that Institution, in the hands of a Treasurer, in order that it may be deposited in some
'Savings Bank. If this money is to turn to the advantage but of the person in
whose hands it is deposited, why oblige the members of the Profession to pay sums
of money which, in the aggregate, attain a considerable amount? The travelling
expenses of the Governors are defrayed out of the monies derived from candidates, as provided by the ninth article of the said rules.
It is consequently but
just and reasonable that persons who have already borne heavy expenses in furtherance of their studies and in attaining their Profession, should be spared further
disbursements which can bring them no possible return.
I hope that these few considerations will suffice to induce you to amend the
Act relating to the College of Physicians, in conformity with the views above
expressed.

by you

I

have,

&c,
J.

EMERY CODERRE,

M. D.

{Translation.)

An Act

to

amend

the

Act

members of the Medical Profession in
other Act relating thereto.

to incorporate the

Lower Canada, and an

In order to avoid all doubts which might arise respecting the right of the Physicians and Surgeons, members of the College of Physicians and Surgeons of Lower
Canada, under the Act passed in the tenth and eleventh years of Her Majesty's
Reign, cap. 26, incorporating the said Profession
and another Act passed in the
12th year of Her Majesty's Reign, cap. 52, amending the above mentioned Act, it is
hereby declared and enacted, That all Physicians and Surgeons admitted to practise
before and since the passing of the Acts above cited, are hereby declared to be
members of the College of Physicians and Surgeons of Lower Canada, and shall
meet in the Cities of Quebec and Montreal, respectively, one month after the passing of
this Act, for the purpose of electing by a majority of votes a Board of Examiners (to be
called Governors) for each of these Cities ; a new election of which Board shall take
place every two years, on the first Monday of May, any law, statute or provision to
the contrary notwithstanding ; and all persons who shall be admitted to the practice
;
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of Medicine under this Act, shall enjoy all the same rights as members of the
College of Physicians and Surgeons of Lower Canada.
II. Be it enacted, That Section 4 of the Act 10 and 11 Vic, cap. 20, and
and the affairs of the
Section 2 of the Act 12 Vic, cap. 52, are hereby repealed
aforesaid College shall be managed by two Boards of Examiners, who shall meet
that each of the said Boards shall be comin the Cities of Quebec and Montreal
posed of 24 members, to be elected by the Profession, that is to say: the Quebec
18 members shall be appointed by the PhysiBoard shall he composed as follows
4 by the Physicians of the Discians resident in the City and District of Quebec
the Montreal
trict of Three Rivers, and 2 by the Physicians of the District of Gaspe
Board shall consist as follows IS members shall be appointed by the Physicians
resident in the City and District of Montreal, and 6 by the Physicians of the District
of St Francis and Town of Shcrbrooke.
III. Be it enacted, That the 5th Section of the Act 10 and 11 Vic, cap. 26, is
hereby repealed, and that the said Boards of Examiners are constituted Provincial
Medical Boards they shall meet for the examination of candidates for admission
to the practice or the study of Medicine at least twice a-year, in the Cities of Quebec
and Montreal, on the first Mondays of May and November in each year, in the manner
provided by a By-law that seven members of each Board shall form a quorum for
holding examinations and for transacting the business of the said Boards in their
respective localities, and shall have power to grant Provincial licenses as required
by the Act 12 Vic, cap. 52 ; any law to the contrary notwithstanding.
IV. Be it enacted, That after the passing of this Act, every candidate for the
study of Medicine shall be required to know either the French or the English language, without its being necessary that he should know both the said languages, as
required by the 11th Section of the Act 10 and 11 Vic, cap. 26 ; that every student,
being a subject of this Province, who, after having been admitted to study Medicine,
shall have followed courses of lectures as required by this Act in any University,
School, College of Medicine, incorporated by any Act of the Legislature, where
such institutions exist, shall be entitled to an examination, in order to obtain his
license, before one of the Boards of Examiners of the College of Physicians and
Surgeons of Lower Canada ; any law to the contrary notwithstanding.
;

;

:

;

;

:

;

;

Montreal, 2bth September, 1852.

—

Sir,
I yesterday received your Circular, enclosing to me eight questions, to
which answers are requested, the same to be submitted to the Special Committee to
which has been referred Dr. LaTcrriere's Bill, to amend the existing Medical Bill of
I observe that questions 2 and 7 are based upon the supposed existence
the Province.
of certain " abuses and impositions,'' which I infer are presumed to flow from the

operation of the existing law.
As the Circular is silent with regard to the nature of
these "abuses and impositions," may I request of you to submit to the gentlemen of
the Committee, my desire for such information as tending materially to a satisfactory
reply, which will be forwarded immediately afterwards.
I remain, Sir,

Your obedient

servant,

A.

HALL, M.

D.

:
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{Translation.)
Ansivers of Br. Timoleon Quesnel, of ISAcadie.

Sir,

—I have

the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your Circular of the 20th

instant.

Obliged, as I have been, from illness, to abandon during the last four years, the
exercise of my Profession, I feel myself but poorly qualified to give the information demanded, and it is with great reluctance that I do so, whilst there are so many Medical
men in a much better position to afford such information.
Nevertheless, to conform to the desire of the Committee, I will take the liberty
of stating, in a few words, what mode would, in my opinion, remedy the numerous
the subject may be
abuses attaching to the Medical Profession in this Province
justly considered a question of life or death.
I consider that the only method of ascertaining the qualifications of a Medical
candidate would be, after having regulated his studies, to refuse all diplomas proceeding from the Universities of Great Britain or the United States, and subject him, in all
cases, to a rigorous and yet liberal examination, before a Board of free, independent and
enlightened Medical men, amongst whom would be found no Professor of any of the
Schools which the candidate may have attended, for it is unfortunately well established by experience that Medical men, with diplomas, proceeding from the Universities
above mentioned, have practised as Physicians, more particularly in country parts,
without possessing the qualifications or the morality necessary for a proper discharge of
In what manner had
the duties of a Profession where so much delicacy is required.
these pretended Physicians succeeded in obtaining a diploma 1 Was it through favor,
through protection, or by means of money ? That is more than I can say.
I am, consequently, of opinion that the law which confers the right of receiving a
license through the certificate of a Medical Board, is defective, and requires instant
;

amendment.
There are two Medical Schools, only, in the District of Montreal, viz
McGill
College, and the School known as the Canadian School.
I do not believe that a Medical man, bearing the diploma of one of our Medical
Schools, would, upon his arrival in England, be allowed to practise there, without first
having undergone the usual examination.
Lastly, I should, fully approve of placing the Medical Profession on the same footing in Upper and Lower Canada. I look upon that as the only means of obviating
:

existing difficulties.

What

precedes contains the only information
to take it at its worth.

I

am in a position to

give.

I

beg of the

Committee on Medicine

{Translation.)

Answers of Br. A, Fournier, of

St. Pierre les Becquets.

am of opinion that all who are desirous of practising Physic, Surgery, &c,
in the first instance, to undergo an examination to the satisfaction of the
ought,
&c,
Board of Examiners, as this is the only means of providing against the abuses, and of
detecting the impositions which the law encourages by exempting from examination all
bearers of credentials, degrees or diplomas, obtained in any University or College within Her Majesty's dominions.
I

{Translation.)

Answers of Br. H.

M.

Bechene, of St. Paschal de Kamouraska.

Without answering every question categorically, I will say, that I fully concur in that part of Dr. LaTerriere's measure, set forth in the following words
" No person shall, after the passing of this Act, receive a " license from the
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Medical Hoard to practise Physic, Surgery or Midwifery " in
Canada, unless he shall have undergone an examination before the said "
and obtained a certificate of qualification from the said Board."
But
another part of the same section of the Bill, it is said in relation to Midwivcs
Provincial

Lower
Board

:

as

to

" Pro-

u vided always, that nothing in this Act shall apply
to females practising Midwifery in
" Lower Canada/' I should be of opinion, and with many other Medical Men
in these
parts, should insist that the Committee provide sure means to prevent the occurrence of
frequent accidents which, to the knowledge of Medical Men, take place through the
unskilt'nlness of women practising Midwifery.
Why not, in the interest of humanity
and of Physicians, insert into the Bill, the following provision: " Be it enacted
" that in all Parishes and Townships in Lower Canada, wherein one or more
Medi-

" cal men reside and practise their Profession, all females shall, after the
passing
" of this Act, present themselves before the Provincial Medical Board, as is the
case in
" the Cities of Montreal, Three Rivers and Quebec, and obtain a license to practise
Midu wifery, under the penalty imposed by the Provincial Statute,
10 Victoria, chap. 26."
Were this favor not to be obtained for the whole of Lower Canada, mio-ht it riot at
least, be granted to the District, or even to the County of Kamouraska, for
in this
County, more particularly, there are abuses of a crying nature, very justly givino- rise to
complaints; and in truth, I know of no motive the Legislature could allege to prolong
such a state of things, and encourage disorders so productive of suffering to humanity
'
caused by these pretended Midwives.
I beg you, sir, to submit these reflections to the Committee named for the purpose
of amending the law relating to the practice of Physic and Surgery in Lower Canada
and, in so doing, you will oblige, &c.

(Translation.)

Answers of Dr. P.

Crrenier,

of Lothiniire.

The most

effective mode of ascertaining the
qualifications of candidates
of being licensed, would be, in my opinion, to oblige in future
all
Candidates for the practice of Physic in this Province, to undergo an examination
before a general Board of Examiners, the members of which would all
be on a
footing of equality and perfectly impartial—I know of no other means of preventing
the
abuses likely to result from the privilege conferred on all Universities and Colleges wit
hin
Her Majesty's dominions, of granting degrees and diplomas, the bearers of which areexempted from examination before the Provincial Board. One single Board, with the r ight
of examination and the power of granting licenses, would establish uniformity in
Medical
teaching, an object which it is impossible to attain with four or five similar bodies
possessed
of the same powers, and, moreover, would obviate the numerous inconveniences
and
abuses springing from a spirit of rivalry between the different Colleges and Schools.
In some European countries where Universities of all kinds, both good and bad^
are to be found, the University graduates, without distinction, are obliged, after
having
obtained their diplomas, to submit to an examination before a General Board of Examiners, previous to receiving their license to practise.
Now, if the bearers of diplomas received in the most celebrated European Universities, have to undergo a second
test, the students of our Colleges and Schools ought not to complain if
subjected to a
similar obligation.
By what precedes, I believe f have answered the 1st, 2nd, 5th and

desirous

7th questions.
I believe there are three Colleges and Schools in Montreal, and one in
Quebec
different branches of the Medical Art are there taught with success.
Notwithstanding
willingness to give to the Committee all the information they
have the right to demand, and are desirous to obtain as speedily as possible, I must
say
that my personal knowledge do not allow of my returning an immediate

and that the

my

answer

3rd, 6th

and 8th questions.

to the

)
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(

Translation.

Answers of Dr. P.

Rottot, of St. Cesaire.

I believe that the law which confers the right of receiving a license to practise
Physic, by certificate from the Medical Board, and which exempts from examination
before the Board, all bearers of diplomas, &c, obtained in any University in Her
Majesty's dominions, is productive of numerous abuses.
It is a fact, to my knowledge, that whilst a student at the Canadian School, it
was looked upon in the School as perfectly certain, that such as could not obtain
a certificate from the Medical Board, had but to remove to another College to
acquire, if not capacity, at least the right to receive their certificate ; and I remember
that at the time this was the case.
I am not of opinion to confer on the Professors of any School the right of granting to their pupils credentials which would have the effect of exempting them
from an examination before the Board; because, it is to be feared that each
School, with a view of drawing students, or of securing support, would grant certifiTo avoid all species of partiality, I should be of opinion
cates in too great profusion.
The
to compose the Medical Board of men wholly unconnected with these institutions.
schools would, thereby, be obliged to rival each other in zeal, so as to enable their pupils
to undergo with honor their examination before such Board ; and this Board having
no reason to prefer the pupils of one school to those of another, would admit but the
deserving to the practice of the Profession.
Were the Board composed as above mentioned, I believe Dr. LaTerriere's
Bill would be a sufficient security against the abuses and impositions referred to in the
second question.
I should prefer that the Medical Profession be placed on the same footing in Upper

and Lower Canada.

Answers of

To

1st Question.

me

J.

E. Johnstone, Esq., M. D., of

— The examination instituted

Sorel.

by the Provincial Medical Board

Perhaps written questions, instead of verbal ones, as at present used, might be better, however.
To 2nd Question. I do not think any abuse or imposition can accrue from the
law granting license to practice to those holding certificates from any of the Universities
in Her Majesty's dominions the examination by the said Universities (McGill College,
for instance) being of such a nature as to preclude the possibility of unqualified
appears to

sufficient to ascertain the qualifications of candidates.

—

;

persons obtaining their certificates.
To 3rd Question. No such cases as are alluded to in question No. 3 have

—
To 4th Question. — In Lower Canada, the science of Medicine

come

to

my

knowledge.

has been taught
" McGill College " and " Montreal School of Medicine." The
St. Lawrence School of Medicine is not of sufficiently long standing to warrant the
expression of a decided opinion.
To 5th Question. The privilege possessed by the McGill College, is, I think,
sufficient for the purpose alluded to in Question No. 5.
To 6th Question. I am not competent to answer this question.
To 1th Question. Not being aware of any abuses or impositions, I consider
Dr. LaTerriere's Bill unnecessary and uncalled for.
To 8th Question. A law placing the Profession on an equal footing in Upper
and Lower Canada, I think, would be advantageous, and meet the approval of

with success

at the

—
—
—
—

Practitioners in general

