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ABRIDGED STATEMENT,

4c ^c.

The Reports of the British and Foreign Bible Society are

ten in number. They contain little else besides matters of

fact, stated with correctness and plainness. But to the mind

that is guided by Chi-istian principle, and animated by Chris-

tian feeling, these facts exhibit an object of contemplation,

pleasing and captivating. They exhibit a system of the

most disinterested benevolence, simple in its origin, pure

in its spirit, unlimited in its operati ons, extending, with-

out the arts or aids of human policy, its benign influence

over the habitable world, and every where bearing upon

it, the lineaments of that ' wisdom that is from above, pure

and peaceable, and gentle, and easy to be intreated, full

of mercy and of good fruits, without partiality, and with-

out hypocrisy ;' possessed of an annual and increasing

revenue, unknown for magnitude in the history of benevo-

lence, and supported not less by the mite of the poor vridow'

' ' A poor widow almost worn out with affliction, and who had seen and

enjoyed belter days,' hearing we were in the neighbourhood, waited our ar-

rival with tears ofjoy; we went up to her room, at the top of a miserable

house, when the woman said, ' This is my dwelling, and blessed be God for

it; for I assure you, ray dear sirs, although 1 have but little to supply my
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and the humble cottager, than by the munificent gifts of the

great and the affluent.

But amply as the perusal of these reports would repay

the reader of piety, of judgment, and of feeling, there are

few who will take even that trouble, and there are many,

who have them not within their reach. We would there-

fore solicit the attention ot such to the following abstract of

leading particulars.

The Society has printed and circulated, or aided the print-

ing and circulation of the Scriptures, either in part or in

whole, in 55 different languages or dialects.

It has printed in Great Britain, editions of the Scriptures,

or portions of them, in the following languages ; viz.

1. English 7. Portuguese

. 2, Welsh 8. Dutch

3. Gslic 9. Danish

4. Irish 10. Greek, ancient and modem
5. Manks 11. Esquimaux

6. Spanish 22. Mohawk.

It has contributed to promote on the continent of Europe,

editions of the Scriptures or portions of them in the follow-

ing languages or dialects.

1. French 10. Livonian, or Lettonian

5. Italian IJ. Esthonian

3. Romanese 12. Swedish

4. German 13. Laponese

5. Bohemian 14. Armenian

6. Polish 15. Icelandic

7. Hungarian 16. Finnish

8. Sclavonic 17. Turkish, or Tartar

9. Lithuanian 18. Calmuc.

bodily wants, yet I humbly hope, I do know what it is to feast upon the

word ofGod in the night season.' She had a Bible, but in a very imperfect

condition, and requested to have anollirr. Sue thanked us for our visit, put

a penny in our hands, and with holy fervor, exclaimed, ' May the Lord bless

the widow's mite.'—Second Report of Southwark Auxiliary Bible Society.
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Under its patronage there are printing, or are preparing

for the press, in India, editions of tlie Scriptures, in the fol-

lowing oriental languages or dialects :

1. Bengalee 13. Telinga

2. Hindoostanee J*. Chinese

3. Tamul 15. Seek

4. Orissa 16. Siamese

5. Malay 17. Carnatica

6. Malayalim 18. Bugis

7. Mahratta 19. Burman

8. Sanscrit 20. Macassar

9. Persian 21. Maldivian

10. Arabic 22. Baloch

11. Cingalese 23. Afghan

12. Sinhala Pali 24.. Rakheng

25. Jagalai, or Original Turcoman.

To promote the general object of the Institution, It has

granted, from its original establishment to the tenth annual

meeting. May 1814, m money, and in value of Bibles and

Testaments.

£. s. d.

First Year 366 2 10

Second Year . i - . . 800 6 10

Third Year 3,816 14 4

Fourth Year 4,028 9

Fifth Year 9,749 17

Sixth Year 4,955 14

Seventh Year 14,587 8 7

Eighth Year 10,232 5 1

Ninth Year 17,976 15 2

Tenth Year 13,030 2 7

Total - - 79,543 15 5
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It has issued from its commencement to the SOth of June,

1814, Bibles and Testaments as follows :

Ffom March 7, 1804, to Sept. 17, 1805 - -

None issued, the Universities not having

completed their 'Stereotype editions.

From Sept. 17, 180j, to June 15, 1808, (2J

years) ------------
When the present Depository was esta-

blished.

From June 15, 1808, to March 25, 1809, (about

9 months) ----•-----..
From March 25, 1809, to Feb. 16, 1810^ (nearly

11 months) ----------
From ]'eb. 16, 1810, to March 25, 1811, (13

months) .^ --.-----.
From March 25, 1311, to Feb. 21, 1812, (about

11 months) ----------
From Feb. 21, to Dec. 31, 1812, (10 months)
From Dec. 31,1812, to Dec. 31, 181.% (one

year) ------
From Dec. 31, 1813, to June 30,1814, (six

months) ..------.-.
Total issued in Great Britain in 8J years - -

Purchased and issued for the Society on the

Continent of Europe -------
Total issued on account of the Society

Printed and printing on the Continent of

Europe, by IJible Societies, aided by Dona-
lions from the British and Foreign Bible

i-ociery ------------

Bibles.

32,336

21,387

18,60^'

33^609

35,690
81,319

Ul,91]

61,342

426,286

17,585

443,871

Test. Total.

74,134

23,830

45,806

69,009

70,733

121,261

159,453

74,979

614,185

25,940

670,125

50,207

64,468

102,618

106 .l^S

202,680

301,394

136,321

1,070,471

43,525

1,113,996

83,600 173,600

N. B. In addition to the above, the Society has expended

X'.1740, for the distribution by Societies, and confidential

agents in various parts of the continent, Bibles and Testa-

ments, in the French, German, Swedish, and Danish lan-

guages, the exact number of which cannot be ascer-

tained.

It li^s encouraged by pecuniary aid, or by its example,

tlie establishment of the following Bible Societies in Foreign

parts, and by donations, has aided them in printing editions

of the Scriptures in various languages and dialects.

NO. XI. Pam. VOL. VI. S
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COKTINENT OF EuROPE.

Bibles. Test.

I. German Bible Society, instituted at Nurenberg,

1804, since removed to Basle

1. German Bibles (on standing types) and Testa-

ments 12000 5000
2. German Bibles on smaller types ... - 10000

3. French Bibles and Testaments ----- 300O 4-000

4. Romanese Testaments, 2000 in each dialect - 4000

5. Italian Testaments 3000

II. Bible Society in Berlin, institoted 1805

1. Bohemian Bible, two editions ..... 8000 —<—
2. Polish Bibles and Testaments SOOO 4000'

III. Bible Society at Stockholm, instituted 1809

—

Swedish Bibles and Testaments (on standing types) IIOOO 17600
IV. Finnish Bible Society at Abo, instituted 1812

—

Finnish Bibles and Testaments (on standing types) 5000 5000
V. Hungarian Bible Institution at Presburgh, formed

in 1812—
VI. Bible Society at Koenigsberg, instituted 1812

—

Lithuanian Bibles 3000 —-
VII. Bible Society at Zurich, instituted 1812.

VIII. Wirtemberg Bible Institution, formed at Stut-

gard 1S12

German Bibles and Testaments 10000 5000"

IX. Bible Institution at Halle, formed in 1812.

X. Gottenburg Bible Society, instituted 1813.

XI. Westeras Bible Society, instituted 1813.

XII. Island ofGothland Bible Society, instituted 1813.

XIII. St. Petersburg Bible Society, instituted 1813,

with its Auxiliaries ; viz.

XIV. Moscow Bible Society

XV. Mittau Bible Society

XVI. Riga Bible Society

XVII. Dorpat Bible Society

XVIII. Revel Bible Society

Carried fortrard rOOOO 44600
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Bibles. Test.

Brought forward, - - 70000 4i600

XIX. Jaroslaff Bible Society

'These have undertaken the printing of tlie Scrip-

tures in the ten following languages and dia-

lects

1. Calmuc; the New Testament, in which lan-

guage tlie Scriptures were never printed before

2. Armenian New Testament - -

3. Finnish Bibles and Testaments for the use of

the Finnish Inhabitants in the Government of

St. Petersburg - - - -

4. German Bible with standing types

5. Polish New Testament - - -

6". French Bible ...
7. Sclavonian Bible, for the use of the Native

Russians . . - . .

8. Dorpatian Esthonian New Testament

9. Revalien Estlionian New Testament

10. Lettonian, or Lettish New Testament

XX. Chur, in Switzerland, Bible Institution, formed in 1813

XXI. SchafFhausen, do. Bible Institution, formed in 1813

XXII. St. Gall, do. Bible Institution, formed in 1813

XXIII. Amsterdam, English Bible Society, instituted March 23, 1814'

XXIV. , Netherlands Bible Society, instituted June 29,

1813

XXV. Rotterdam, Bible Society, instituted July -i, ISH
XXVI. Copenliagen, Bible Society, instituted in 1814

XXVII. Elberfcld, do. for the Grand Duchy of Berg, instituted July

13,1814

XXVIII. Hanover, do. instituted August, 1814

Total, exclusive of those of which inforipation re-

specting the quantities printing has not yet been —^—
received .... 90,000 83,600

N.B. Forty thousand Gorman Testaments have been printed by

the Catholic Bible Society in Ratisbon, without the aid of the British

and Foreign Bible Society.

ASIA.

I. Calcutta Bible Society, instituted in 1811

II. Colombo (in the Island of Ceylon) Bible Society, instituted in 1813



276

III. Bombay Bible Society, instituted in 151:5

AFRICA.

I. Mauritius and Bourbon, Isles of, instituted in 181j

JI. St. Helena, Island of, instituted in 1SI4

AMERICA.
XL. Bible Societies have been established in the United States, inclu-

ding that in Louisiana, several of which have received pecuniary aid

from the British and Foreign Bible Society.

XLI. Quebec Bible Society, instituted in 1812.

XLF[. Nova Scotia Bible Society, established in 1813, with Branch at

Liverpool for Queen's County

XLIII. Truro Bible Society, instituted in 1810

XLIV. Pictou Bible Society, instituted in 1813

V/EST INDIES.

I. Jamaica Au.xiliary Bible Society oftlie People of Colour, instituted

in 1812

There are i06 Aiuiliary and Branch Societies itiilhin the British

devnnions.

Such have been the astonishing exertions of the Society,

and such the important results \vhich they have produced.

Its resources are the free-will cfFerings of British liberality.

The facts stated in the early representation made upon the

subject, arrested the feelings of all classes of Christiansj and

has led them to exhibit one of the finest and most substantial

illustrations which the world has ever witnessed, of that di-

vine precept, ' freely ye have received, freely give.' With

that enthusiasm in every cause of honor and liberality, which

have long characterized the nation, societies of various de-

scriptions were formed to provide the requisite means.

Some of them indeed, are, by the articles of their consti-

tution, altogether independent, and may appropriate their

funds, wherever they think it will conduce, most cft'ectually,

to advance the object proposed. But to the Parent Institii-

tion, they all look with feelings of respect and confidence.
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and remit with cheerfulness and liberality. Their number

we do not pretend to mention In detail. But we have the

most resp-ctable authority for saying, that in May 4, 1814,

they amounted at least to 196, viz. 136 in England ; 16 in

Wales ; 36 in Scotland ; 4 in Ireland ; 1 in the Isle of Man,

1 in Guernsey, and 1 in Jersey. The minor Societies affi-

liated to these, and commonly called branches or associa-

tions, it is impossible to ascertain correctly.

The Wesleyan Methodists were, from an early period

of their history, accustomed to raise money for the general

purposes of their system, by exacting from each congrega-

tion, at the rate of one penny per week, for every member

belonging to it ; the rich making up for the deficiencies of

the poor. The scheme was happily contrived for securing

a revenue from a quarter, which would otherwise have been

very unproductive ; and accordingly the pence of the poor

are generally believed to add to their funds, much more than

the shillings and pounds of the rich. From its policy the

principle must recommend Itself to all who are acquainted

with the improvident habits of the mass of the population,

and it was, therefore, very naturally, suggested to those who
were directing their thoughts to the best means of support-

ing and advancing the Interests of the British and Foreign

Bible Society. Hence, the penny a week Bible Societies

took their rise. The constitution of these, the manner in

which they are conducted, and the exertions they have made,

are so generally kno ati, that it would be superfluous to make
them here the topic of particular illustration.

Digest of the Views of the Society, and Notice ofits Chief

Patrons.

The views of the Society were made known to the Pub-
lic by the following Advertisement

:
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BRITISH AND FOREIGN BIBLE SOCIETY.

A Society having been formed with the above designa-

tion, it has been judged expedient to submit to the Public

a brief statement of the reasons which exist for such a So-

ciety, of the specific olject which it embraces, and of the

principles by which its operations will be directed.

The reasons, which call for such an institution, chiefly

refer to the prevalence of Ignorance, Superstition and Ido-

latry, over so large a portion of the world ; the limited na-

ture of the respectable Societies now in existence ; and their

acknowledged insufficiency to supply the demand for Bibles

in the United Kingdoms and Foreign Countries ; and the.

recent attempts v.hich have been made on the part of Infi-

delit)^ to discredit the evidence, vilify the character, and de-

stroy the influence of Christianity.

The exclusive object of this Society is, to diffuse the

knowledge of the Holy Scriptures, by circulating them in

the different languages spoken throughout Great Britain

and Ireland ; and also, according to the extent of its funds,

by promoting the printing of them in foreign languages,

and the distribution of them in foreign countries.

The principles, upon which this undertaking will be con-

ducted, are as comprehensive as the nature of the object

suggests that they should be. In the execution of the plan,

it is proposed to embrace the common support of Christians

at large ; and to invite the concurrence of persons of every

description, who profess to regard the Scriptures as the

proper Standard of Faith.

Ft may be necessary to add, in soliciting the countenance

ofthe Public, that in consequence of the enlarged means of

instruction which the lower classes in this country have

enjoyed of late years, a desire of perusing the Scriptures

has considerably increased among them j and also that in
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Wales, Ireland, Switzerland, Germany, Denmark, and

other parts of the world, Bibles are greatly wanted, and

in some, are sought for with an eagerness, which, but for

authentic assurances to that effect, would scarcely be cre-

dited.

The Committee, in the instructions given them at the

first general meeting, were charged with procuring for the

Society, suitable patronage, both Foreign and British. Ac-

cordingly, at the meeting, held 1st May, 1805, or first an-

nual meeting, we find the following honorable and highly

distinguished characters placed at the head of the Society,

viz.

President,

The Right Honorable John Lord Teignmouth,

Vice-Presidents,

Right Rev. Lord Bishop of London.

Right Rev. Lord Bishop of Durham.

Right Rev. Lord Bishop of Exeter.

Right Rev. Lord Bishop of St. David's.

Sir William Pepperell, Bart.

Vice-Admiral Gambier.

William Wilberforce, Esq. M. P.

The Office-bearers of the present 7car are,

PRESIDENT.
RIGHT HON. LORD TEIGNMOUTH,

VICE-PRESIDENTS.
The Most Rev. The Archbishop of Cashel

Hon. and Right Rev. Lord Bishop of Durharo
Right Rev. Lord Bishop of Salisbury

Right Rev. Lord Bishop of St. David's

Right Rev. Lord Bishop of Bristol

Right Rev. Lqrd Bishop of Norvi-ich

Right Rev. Lord Bishop of CloTne
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Right Rev. Lord Bishop of Clogher

Right Rev. Lord Bishop of Klldare

Right Rev. Lord Bishop of Meath

Right Rev. Lord Bishop of Derry

The Very Rev. the Dean of Westminster

Right Hon. Earl of Romney
Right Hon. Earl of Moira, Governor General of India

Right Hon. Admiral Lord Gambier

Right Hon. Lord Hcadly

Right Hon. Sir Evan Nepean, Bart. M.P. Govenior of Bom-

bay

Right Hon. Nicliolas Vansittart, M.P. Chancellor of His Ma-
jesty's Exchequer

Sir William Peppcrell, Bart.

Sir Thomas Bernard, Bart.

Charles Grant, Esq. M. P.

William Wilberforce, Esq. M. P.

Thomas Babington, Esq. M.P.

In the lists of subscribers and benefactors annexed to the

annual reports of the Society, not to mention those of nu-

merous tributary associations, we find the names of persons

distinguished for talent and virtue, for rank and influence,

of which we cannot attempt the detail.

With this statement of its office-bearers, subscribers, and

benefactors, we would not have detained our readers, had it

not been to furnish to those, who either have not opportu-

nity, or will not take the trouble, to examine the annual

reports, that it possesses a respectability of the highest order

—a respectability, to which no other Society in his Majes-

ty's dominions can lay claim. In other institutions indeed,

we have the names of men, distinguished for rank, learning

and piety, but in none, to the extent we have in this ; and

all, harmoniously and zealously, co-operating in a work of

pure disinterested benevolence.

SND OF NO. XI.
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