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Abstract 

After the discovery of a series of vases at the bottom of a well system at Caere in an 

apparent ritual closing, this study sets out to determine whether or not this practice was 

widespread across Etruria and Latium, and what the practice could possibly mean. A catalogue 

of 80 wells were collected from archaeological reports and articles published over the past 100 

years of wells and cisterns in Etruria and Latium; some very interesting similarities and 

differences can be noted between them and the Caere well system. It seems that the practice of 

ritual deposits in wells was indeed done across the two areas. There seems to be some 

uniformity of wells during the Roman Republican period: most are equipped with footrests, 

and there seems to be a deposit of vases in varying degrees of completeness at or near the 

bottom; also, certain types of materials seem to recur in each well like the presence of lead, 

knucklebones, and writing styli. It seems that the ritual deposits were in some cases used to 

close off a well or cistern as it is a conduit that exists between the living and the world below, 

and leaving it exposed could be dangerous to the living population.  
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CHAPTER ONE 

 

Previous Scholarship on Water, Water Management, and Ritual in Etruria and Latium 

 

 The relationship between water and the cultures of the classical world is not a 

phenomenon scholars are unfamiliar with, and several works are available, both on the systems 

of water management and on the religious significance of water. Water was especially 

important in religious contexts, as “water was believed to be alive, because it flowed in rivers 

and streams, hence could offer some of its ‘lifeblood’ to you by virtue of you drinking it or 

bathing in it.”1 Water was also a medium through which one could connect with the gods, 

especially when the water was found in sanctuaries, and was considered a gateway between the 

sacred and secular.2 The book of Ian Bradley deals exactly with the spiritual connection of water 

from the beginning of civilization until modern day. Outside of the religious importance of 

water, broad studies on water technology were prepared by Larry Mays, chronicling hydraulic 

technology from the Mesopotamians the Roman period, dealing with early shadufs to cisterns 

and aqueducts.3 The water-supply technology of the Romans is by far the most studied topic 

because of the impressive aqueducts and baths found throughout the empire and the 

abundance of literary and epigraphic evidence from ancient authors.4 

The study of water management in the Etruscan context has been, over the last century, 

relatively scanty with few studies going into depth about the development of Etruscan water 

systems. Bryan Ward Perkins wrote about the Etruscan impact and influence on Roman 

                                                           
1 Edlund-Berry 2006, 163.  
2 Bradley 2012, 12. 
3 Mays 2010. See also Angelakis & Mays 2012.  
4 See for instance Wikander 1999, with bibliography. 
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hydrology and water works, in particular the drainage tunnels found in South Etruria during 

the surveys of the British School of Rome.5 Ward Perkins’ work was important to establish 

among scholars the reputation of the Etruscans as especially skilled at water management and 

also in that regard the ‘teachers’ of the Romans. The mastery of the Etruscans in water 

technology is demonstrated in Gli Etruschi Maestri di Idraulica, which covers water management 

and building in various Etruscan cities.6 Andreas Angelakis has looked at similarities and 

differences between Etruscan and Minoan hydro-technologies, including water harvesting and 

distribution systems, cisterns, groundwater and drainage.7 However, no extensive works have 

been done on Etruscan waterworks in English to date.  

There are also several studies on cultic activity near natural sources of water, springs, 

pools, and lakes, but they are either rather narrow in their focus or little more than catalogues of 

sites of a very different nature with some relation to water, all listed under the common but 

probably deceiving umbrella term of ‘water cults’.8 Fewer works have tried to link the sacred or 

ritual usage of artificial water management systems such as wells and cisterns. Lorenzo 

Caponetti alludes to the possibility of subterranean places of worship inside cuniculi at 

Tuscania, underground tunnels for the dispersion of water in the city.9 Olivier De Cazanove 

tries to link an underground cistern and Bacchanalian rituals.10  

The relative lack of scholarship, and the recent discovery of an elaborate water 

management system with potential ritual activity in the urban centre of Caere by Queen’s 

University, promotes the need explore at all the water management systems across the Etruscan 

                                                           
5 Ward-Perkins 1962. 
6 Bergamini 1991.  
7 Angelakis et al. 2013.  
8 Maggiani 1999; Giontella 2007. 
9 Caponetti 2010.  
10 Cazanove 2000.  
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and Early Roman territory, and begin to glean whether there are any existing patterns or ritual 

activity within them. The first task was to gather archaeological reports and articles that 

mention wells and begin to compile their construction, contents, and possible ritual activity. 

One of the obstacles with this is the fact that in many archaeological reports wells or cisterns 

were reported, but not described nor excavated in any detail, due to perhaps the prevailing 

assumption nothing of value would be found. At any rate, as much information as possible was 

gathered from what the reports did provide into the catalogue that is in Chapter Three.  

Some important questions with regards to water, ritual, and religion will be overarching 

throughout the progression of this work: How closely related were cult and water at Caere, and 

was it unique in this regard? Did other cities have a seemingly special relationship with water, 

and in particular wells, cisterns, and other water management reservoirs? And finally, do 

certain gods inhabit these kinds of structures, and do the contents of the wells or cisterns relate 

to them in some way?  
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CHAPTER TWO 

The History of Caere and its Excavation 

Caere (modern Italian Cerveteri, Cisra or Ceizra to the Etruscans11) lies approximately 45 

km north of Rome, situated between two valleys, the Manganello and Mola, and two water 

bodies, Lake Bracciano and the Tyrrhenian Coast, located just six kilometres away.12 The city 

itself sits on a bed of tufa, naturally protected by rocky cliffs; it is surrounded by six necropoleis, 

most illustrious of which are Banditaccia and Sorbo, the latter being the home of the rich 

Regolini-Galassi tomb.13 The city was founded in a strategic place, which allowed for the free 

movement of people and goods across ancient roadways, and in accordance with prescribed 

religious rites of foundation that the Etruscans were known for.14  

Caere rose to economic prosperity during the 8th through to the 6th c. BCE, thanks to a 

rich metalworking industry, and an established sea trade economy with the Greek and Near-

Eastern world. Some of Caere’s residents rose to an exorbitant level of wealth during the 

Orientalizing period in the 8th and 7th centuries, as evidenced by the tombs discovered in the 

cemeteries surrounding the city. Jewellery made of finely worked precious metals, as well as 

exotic imports such as ivory, were found inside large, elaborate subterranean rooms, as well as 

exquisite examples of pottery from the Greek world. Caere was held in high regard by the 

Greeks, having a treasury set up at Delphi, bearing their name,15 and attests to not only the 

                                                           
11 Scullard 1967, 98. Other names include Agylla and Chaire, as they were known to the Greeks. 
12 Boitani, Cataldi and Pasquinucci 1975, 159; Pallottino 1978, 110. 
13 Scullard 1967, 97; Pallottino 1978, 110. The other cemeteries are Abatone, Greppe Sant’Angelo, 
Laghetto, and Bufolareccia. See Fig. 1, nos. 17, 16, 4, and 3, respectively. Banditaccia and Sorbo are 
numbered 5 and 18. 
14 Petacco 2013, 70-71. 
15 “The treasury of the Agyllaei,” according Strabo (5.2.3).  
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reach of the city but also its influence.16 Ancient authors also made mention of Caere, with 

Herodotus recounting that the Etruscans banded with the Carthaginians to battle against the 

Phocaeans, and the Caeretans were specifically mentioned being responsible for the murder of 

prisoners of war from the battle.17 The Greek geographer Strabo also spoke about Caere and its 

importance, and chronicled their military achievements18 and their providing of a safe haven for 

war refugees and religious objects from Rome during the Gallic sack of Rome. He goes on to say 

that, despite their support, Rome did not reward them with full rights of Roman citizenship, 

and left them without the ius suffragii.19  

The city was granted the status of praefectura in 273 BCE, which saw the city facing a 

change in economic and political stability in the city, however Caere still remained for a time an 

important economic centre due to its proximity to Rome.20 As Rome’s power grew, the need to 

have an administrative centre so close to Rome grew less important and eventually the 

population of the city declined.21  

Excavation work on the site began in the mid-1800s with the discovery of a Roman 

theatre in a field adjacent to the one22 that is the focus of this treatise. Excavation continued on 

in various forms of formality throughout the years (not to mention illegal digs by looters) until 

the 1980s when a systematic analyses was conducted by the Consiglio Nazionale della Ricerche, 

                                                           
16 Strabo 5.2.3. 
17 Hdt. Hist. 1.166-167. For this, they suffered miasma and were required to pay great honors to the 
Phocaeans via games and religious rites as prescribed by the Pythia at Delphi. 
18 Namely, their defeat of the Gauls coming back from sacking Rome in Strabo 5.2.3. 
19 Strabo 5.2.3. For more on Caere’s status as civitas sine suffragio, see Sordi 1960.  
20 Colivicchi 2013. Research being done at Vigna Marini-Vitalini suggests a relative continuity of stability 
rather than what previous researchers had speculated was a time of instability and “catastrophe.” 
21 See Colivicchi 2015.  
22 “Our” field, that is, what was/is known as Vigna Marini-Vitalini. 
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under the direction of Mauro Cristofani.23 Much research was dedicated to the cemeteries in 

previous years due to the wealth of artifacts being found there, which consequently provided 

the antiquities market with many valuable pieces that were being spread to museums across 

Europe.24 A shift to the urban area from the more “profitable” cemeteries occurred in the mid to 

late 20th century, which saw the discovery of the so-called “Hypogeum of Clepsina,” that has 

stirred debate among etruscologists about its function and use.25 More recently, both the 

University of Perugia and Queen’s University have endeavoured to explore the urban area of 

Caere located in what is now known as Vigna Marini-Vitalini and Vigna Parrocchiale, with a 

focus on urban development, and especially its relation to religion.26  

In the next chapter, I will be focusing on well 1 of Vigna Marini-Vitalini, paying close 

attention to its position in the urban fabric of Caere.  

 

 

 

                                                           
23 Nardi 2003 with previous bibliography.  
24 Colivicchi et al. forthcoming. 
25 See Colivicchi, forthcoming. See Cristofani & Gregori 1987 and Torelli 2000.  
26 Colivicchi et al., forthcoming. 
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Figure 1 - Aerial Image of Caere, showing the city and necropoleis. From Petacco 2013, 71. The image shows the two valleys 
mentioned, marked A and B. Vigna Marini-Vitalini, the site that is the subject of this thesis, is marked 11. 
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CHAPTER THREE 

The Caere Well System: Well 1 and Cistern 1 at the Vigna Marini Excavation 

Description of the Well System and its Excavation 

Well 1 is situated in Area 2, sector E3 of the Vigna Marini 

excavation, with a stratigraphic unit number (SU) of 249. 

It is situated almost right in the middle of this area (see 

Figure 3). The first discovery of the well system occurred 

in the 2013 excavation year; excavators found two large 

slabs of stone (SU 177) covering the square opening of the 

cistern part of the system. When it was opened, it 

revealed a large beehive shaped vault cut into the tufa, 

and beneath that a square shaped room. The walls are 

covered in a waterproof reddish coloured plaster, which appears scalloped in some places, in a 

crude form of decoration. The cistern was found almost empty at that time except for a thin 

layer of soil (SU 257), probably infiltrated through the cover, containing one iron nail, some 

animal bones, fragments of roof tiles, one fragment of cooking pot and some matching pieces of 

the lower part of a pitcher.27 In the NW part of the cistern was an accumulation of large stones 

and soil that appeared to have entered from an opening in the N corner. It was immediately 

clear that this was the lower end of well 249/Well 1. This part of the cistern was not excavated 

in 2013 because of safety concerns. When the cistern was reopened in the 2014/15 excavation  

 

                                                           
27 Colivicchi et al. forthcoming. 

Figure 2 - Mouth of the Well at the End of 
Excavation. Photo by Author. 
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year, it was tested again for water seepage, and it was still dry. Both the fill surrounding the 

upper part of well 249/Well 1 and the soil filling the space around the other access to the cistern 

had a terminus post quem of the Middle Republic, and more precisely the first half of the 3rd c. 

BCE. The cistern and its well took their final shape in that period, but it is possible that there 

was an earlier phase.28 The presence of a drain of terracotta tiles partially destroyed for the 

construction of well 249 suggests that there may have been an earlier water reservoir that was 

renovated and perhaps enlarged. 

In 2015, it was decided that both the cistern and the well would be explored further. The 

mouth of the well was only slightly above the floor level of the last phase of occupation, dating 

to the Late Republican and Early Imperial period. The mouth of Well 1 is 90 cm wide and 

composed of 3 interlocking semi-circular tufa blocks, carved with a shallow lip, which suggests 

that it had a lid or perhaps a well-curb at one point in antiquity. The well mouth had at some 

                                                           
28 Colivicchi et al. forthcoming. 

Figure 3 - Map of Area 2. The Well and Cistern is in Sector E3. Shaded grey area is underground chamber. 
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time been repaired, as evidenced by the fact that there is a mismatched type of the block (see 

Figure 2, upper left block). Immediately below these blocks 

the shaft of the well becomes wider and rectangular. To its 

NE side sits a platform of rectangular blocks set into the 

ground, most likely an impluvium to gather rainwater. The 

platform is set against a small square stone box from which 

two terracotta pipes originate. One feeds well 249/Well 1 

through a small opening under the curb, and the other goes 

around the well and continues towards the S. The box still 

contained a pebble that could be used to block the flow of 

water from one pipe to the other. Another medium sized 

terracotta pipe coming out of the impluvium would have piped the water towards the NW.  

Two members of Queen’s excavation team began to empty the well of backfill of 

approximately 1.5 m that was deposited 2 years previously, when the well was first opened. 

Below the modern layer was the ancient fill, the beginning of which was marked by a white tarp 

placed as a separation in 2013. The soil was relatively uniform in composition, with sandy soil 

and clusters of stones, indicating that the filling of the well occurred all at the same time. It was 

found that there is a small opening almost near the top to the NW that appears to go towards 

Cistern 2, another subterranean cistern discovered in 2015 (Figure 4), which could suggest that 

they are connected. The well was equipped with semi-circular footrests on the NW and SE 

sides, most likely to aid in the maintenance of the well system. As the exploration progressed 

further down, the shaft became carved directly into the solid bedrock. It was then discovered 

that the well is in fact connected to the cistern portion opened in 2013 and they are part of a 

Figure 4 - Entrance of Cistern 2. See also 
the position of the well opening in relation 
to it at the top left. Photo courtesy of 
Amelia Briggs-Morris. 
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rather complex system of water management. The cistern is one large subterranean room, 

roughly in the shape of a rectangle and a slightly wider square put beside each other, but 

slightly offset (see Figure 3, shaded grey area). The room measures roughly 7.5 m long and, on 

the NW side is 3.5 m wide, and on the SE side approximately 4.75 m wide. The well floor, upon 

reaching the bottom, is lower than the floor of the cistern portion and has a light orange, 

moulded, and curved lip connected to the wall, about 10 cm in width. The lower portion of the 

well was at one time plastered with white plaster, but has since degraded almost completely 

upon opening. The coat of waterproof plaster is much better preserved in the cistern, especially 

on the upper part of the walls, while the ceiling is left exposed.  

The fill of the well (SU 523) consisted of a mix of light brown sandy soil, pebbles, and 

pieces of tufa. Pots in various 

states of completeness and 

decoration were found in a 

jumbled mixture near the 

bottom (Figure 5) along with 

other interesting artifacts I will discuss the finds in more detail shortly. Interestingly, the well 

showed no trace of water, and therefore means it is not connected to a water table or aquifer. 

Rather, the well system collected water likely from the impluvium structure above, mentioned 

earlier.  

As mentioned above, the NW part of the cistern was also full of debris, with some large 

and very large boulders of tufa. The debris was probably thrown into the well until the pile 

reached the ceiling in the N corner, then the shaft of the well was filled up to the curb. Pieces of 

Figure 5 - Pots at moment of discovery in Well 1 at Caere. 
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painted plaster, some of which are very similar 

in design to the Pompeian First style painted in 

green and red blocks, were found close to the 

NW wall of the room. Other similar pieces 

were also found along the SW wall, painted in 

red, yellow, and orange colours. An interesting 

and significant feature of this space was that 

once the plastered floor of the room was 

reached, in front of the SW wall, one pristinely 

preserved pot (C15.523.4, Figure 7) was found, 

upright, containing soil with what appear to be 

bone and food fragments inside it. It appears 

that pieces of tufa as well as a piece of 

decorated plaster were placed deliberately to 

keep the pot upright under the weight of the tufa 

blocks above it. All of this suggests possible ritual activity, which will be discussed later in more 

detail. Another pot with bone fragments and soil inside was found as well in front of the south 

wall, which had to bolster it an elongated grey stone, the same kind of stone that was found 

above ground in the nearby sector E5/E6, arranged in a regular pattern.29 More fragments and 

semi-complete pots were found around these complete ones. They were placed on the floor of 

the cistern along the walls adjacent to the well like the other two, and they were damaged but 

                                                           
29 There are 14 stones in total. The stone used to make these 'markers' is grey, denser and heavier than the 
varieties of tufa used for the buildings at this site. This stone was also used in the early Imperial period to 
pave the street crossing the excavation area. The stone markers appear to be arranged on top of a very 
deep pit that we have yet to find the bottom of or even begin to postulate what it was used for. Future 
excavations would further elucidate the situation.  

Figure 6 - Pots after assembly. 

Figure 7 - Situla, C15.523.4 at the moment of discovery. 
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not scattered. The only exception is a pitcher the upper part of which was found near the N 

corner, while the bottom was in the empty portion of the cistern. The sequence of actions may 

be reconstructed as follows: the vases were set upright on the floor of the cistern and the well, 

then stones and soil were used to cover them partially, followed by the rest of the fill of the 

well. The vases closer to the well were covered first and when they broke under pressure their 

pieces did not scatter. The vase farthest from the well was not covered by soil and was 

eventually hit by some of the stones rolling over the pile of debris in the last phases of the filling 

operations. Its pieces were not contained and scattered on the floor of the cistern. 

In the next section the finds of the well will be described in detail and put into the 

chronological context of the site. 
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Detailed Description of Finds  

Find Type Number Colour Chronology 

1. Vase, 
Amphora/ or 
two-handled 
olla 

C15.523.1 Light 
orange 

Probably Late 
Republican 
Roman/Early Imperial 
Period 

2. Vase, 

Pitcher  

C15.523.2 Reddish 
Orange 

Early-Middle Imperial 
Roman? 

3. Vase, 
Oinochoe-like 
lip 

 

C15.523.3 Sandy 
Creme 

Undetermined 

4. Vase, Situla C15.523.4 Reddish-
orange 

Republican Period to 
early 1st. c. CE 

5. Vase,  

Krater 

C15. 523.5 Sandy 
crème 
coloured 

Undetermined 

6. Vase, Krater C15.523.6 Light 
sandy 
reddish-
brown 

Undetermined 

7. Vase, 

Partial, probably 
olla 

C15.523.7 Light 
sandy 
brown 

Undetermined 

8. Partial Base 
Fragment, type 
unknown 

C15.523.8 Reddish-
brown 

Undetermined 

9. Vase, one-
handled pitcher 

C15.523.9 Reddish- 
brown  

Early-Middle Roman 
Imperial Period 

10. 2-handled 
olla, Partial 
body and full 
mouth and neck. 

C15.523.10 Light 
sandy 

Undetermined 

11. Small two 
handled olla 

C15.523.335 Sandy 
brown 

Roman? 
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12. 
Beaker/cup/olla 

C15.523.14 Reddish-
orange 

Likely Roman Imperial 

13. Pitcher C15. 523.-- Crème 
coloured 

Undetermined 

14. Terracotta 
tile/weight 

C15.523.14 red / 

15. Vase 
fragments, 
possibly from 
Amphora 3 

C15.523.15 Light 
sandy 
reddish-
brown 

Undetermined 

15. Fragments of 
Amphora? 

C15.523.15 Very 
light 
orange 

Undetermined 

15. Base 
fragments of 
Amphora  

C15.523.14 Red with 
blackish 
slip 

Undetermined 

15. Token C15.523.14 Grey Undetermined 

Iron hook C15.523.18 Heavily 
degraded 

/ 

2 Bones, 
possibly S. scrofa 
domestica (or S. 
scrofa leg 
bones?) and B. 
taurus 
metatarsals 

C15.523.18 
(cow), 
C15.523.14 
(pig) 

Heavily 
degraded 

/ 
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Pottery Type 

1. Two-handled olla (C15.523.1, Figure 8)  

The shape can be described as an amphora or a two-handled 

olla, due to it having two fluted handles high on the flared rim, 

with a small step inwards, which means it likely had a lid 

either that did not survive or was not put in place with it. It has 

an ovoid body, tapers at the base, with a flat bottom and no 

foot.  

It is a light orange colour, with coils encircling it produced 

by the production process with a potter’s wheel.  The lip of the 

vase inclines slightly to the right, but otherwise, the production of 

it is quite uniformly and well made. Some similar analogues for 

this particular kind of vase in the archaeological record do exist, 

although all the elements together do not. The closest comparisons 

are from Rome, and date to the late Republican to early Imperial 

period.30  

2. Pitcher (C15.523.2, Figure 9)  

One handled pitcher, with rim flared outwards and a small neck extending into a wide 

mid-body with flat bottom. The handle is vertical, with a flattened section. Reddish-orange 

fabric, with some inclusions. Marks of the potter’s wheel are visible on the body on the interior 

and exterior, which both are slightly rough, with visible inclusions near the waist. The 

                                                           
30 Olcese 2003, 84, table XII, 1-2, 123. See also Slej & Cullhed, 2008, 178, table 131 plate 218 for a lip 
fragment that dates from the late Republican to Early Imperial Period.  

Figure 8 - Two-handled olla, C15.523.1 

Figure 9 -Pitcher, C15.523.2 
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Figure 10 - C15.523.3 

craftsmanship is relatively good, although this item does appear to be of less sophistication than 

C15.523.1. Interesting to note, however, is that this item contained a yellow square brick inside 

it upon discovery, as well as pieces of lead. This might suggest a deliberate action to make sure 

this pot descended to the bottom of the well, or, that if water entered into well with the vase 

already at the bottom that it would not float to the top. Some analogues 

for this type of pot do exist.31 Likely this type of vase was used as 

tableware, and was in general use in the early to middle Roman 

Imperial Period. 

3. Oinochoe (C15.523.3, Figure 10)  

Jug with trefoil mouth, short neck, bulbous body and flat bottom. It did 

have one vertical handle but it is missing. The fabric is sandy crème coloured, and cortification 

is visible towards the bottom of the body and base, with what appears to be some vegetal 

damage on the base. The exterior is relatively smooth, with little traces of coiling, and with a 

fine band near the bottom of the body. Very few analogues exist for this type of vase that could 

be found, except for one with no indication of a date.32  

 4. Situla (C15.523.4, Figure 11)  

This vase has a wide mouth with short flared rim and vertical handle. 

The body is very round and curves downwards to a relatively small, flat 

base, which flares outwards again very slightly. Fabric is a reddish 

orange colour. The exterior is rough, with traces of cortification as well 

                                                           
31 Olcese 2003, table 25, 2-4. 
32 Olcese 2003, 95, Table XXVIII 1, 139. 

Figure 11 - Situla, 
C15.523.4. 
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as what appears to be a darkened blemish near the bottom of the body and the base on one side. 

The interior has visible marks of the potter’s wheel. When found, the interior housed what 

appeared to be food remains and bones. This suggests that it was associated with some ritual 

activity, although it could also be possible it was at one time used for drawing water and reused 

for ritual purposes. Analogues for this type of vase have been attested elsewhere, in Casale Pian 

Roseto, Pyrgi, and Gravisca, with various dates ranging from the Republican period to the early 

first century CE.33  

  

 

 

 

                                                           
33 Cfr. Murray et al. 1970, Fig. 21; Gori and Pierini 2001, Table 51; Barnabei 1894 MonAnt 4 Fig. 128; 
Fogagnolo 2012 BullCom, 249. 

Figure 12 - C15.523.5 and C15.523.6 
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5. Krater (C15.523.5, Figure 12)  

  Wide mouth with rounded rim and two fluted handles extending from the rim to the 

mid-body. The neck is fairly broad and extends to a sloping shoulder and bulbous body, which 

tapers to a bottom with a ring foot. Fabric is sandy crème and well depurated. The exterior is 

relatively smooth, and is painted with brown paint, with the neck being painted in a wave-like 

pattern, and beneath that what appears to be a garland. The rim of the pot also shows traces of 

decoration.  The transition from the neck to the body is marked by a double groove. This vase 

was found almost completely intact, save for two 1 cm pieces missing around the waist, and a 

small piece of the handle attached to the rim. As for analogues that exist elsewhere, this vase 

seems to be one peculiar to this area, with no known comparanda, and therefore an 

approximate date is not possible to give. The shape may be defined as a krater based primarily 

on the broad mouth and neck. 

6. Krater (C15.523.6, Figure 12)  

Similar shape and size to number 5. The colour is a light sandy reddish brown, with 

almost exactly the same type of body as number 5, except a slightly less pronounced width and 

a smaller foot. The exterior of the pot is also relatively smooth, with visible cortification and 

inclusions near the width of the pot. The red painted decoration on the pot is a different style 

than number 5 however, with variations of garlands, waves, and a band of reddish paint with 

vertical lines circling the waist. The decoration on the rim is much more visible in this example 

as well. This vase was found in pieces but was later reconstructed save for the same missing 

part of the handle and small pieces from the width of the pot as C15.523.5.   
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7. Olla (C15.523.7, Figure 13)  

This vessel could be defined as an olla because of its large body 

and short neck. The body is globular, with broad flat bottom. 

Unfortunately only a portion of the rim remains. What remains of 

the rim shows a rather pronounced lip, with a small indentation 

for the neck. There is a very small portion of vertical handle, 

which must have been very short and extended from the lip to 

the shoulder. It is likely that there were two such handles. 

Fabric is a light sandy brown, very similar in colour to Vase 6. Cortification is also visible in 

some parts, near the neck of the vase. As for a possible analogue found elsewhere, there was not 

anything conclusive. 

8. Lower body of a vase (C15.523.8, Figure 14)  

Lower part of the body and flat bottom of a vessel of an 

unknown type, possibly a jug similar to number 2 (C15.523.2). 

Fabric is reddish-brown, with inclusions, and seems to have a fair bit 

of cortification around the width. Inside the vase the marks of the 

potter’s wheel are visible.  

9. Pitcher (C15.523.9, Figure 15)  

This vessel is also very similar to number 2, a wide-bellied, 

one handled pitcher, with a rather small, flat base in relation to the 

Figure 13 – Olla C15.523.7. 

Figure 14 - C15.523.8. 

Figure 15 - C15.523.9. 
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maximum width of its body. The fabric is reddish-brown, darker on 

the exterior, with inclusions. The difference in color may be the result 

of the firing process or simply degradation suffered from being 

buried in possibly acidic soil. Analogues and dating for this particular 

type could be similar to C15.523.2. 

10. Two-handled olla (C15.235.10, Figure 16)  

Even though incomplete, this vase is very similar to number 1 

(C15.523.1) but different from it in that it has a much wider neck and 

the rim is much smaller and thinner. Fabric is a light sandy colour. Interestingly, the vase was 

not found all in one place, but pieces of it were 

found in the NE corner of the well room, and others 

were found in the SW corner of the room. 

11. Two-handled olla (C15.523.335, Figure 17) 

This is a small two handled olla, made with 

sandy brown clay with visible inclusions. 

Cortification is in some areas are also visible as a 

white film near the base, as well as near the rim. It 

has a distinct rim that flares slightly out on angle. It resembles Bertoldi’s Tipo 234, however the 

base in his example flares inwards, whereas this example flares outwards and rounds out. The 

date which he gives for his Tipo 2 is from the Trajanic/Late Antonine period, which seems too 

                                                           
34 Bertoldi 2011, 100. 

Figure 16 - C15.523.10. 

Figure 17 - C15.523.335. 
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Figure 19 - Pitcher, C15.523.--- 

late in this context, but may simply have been an earlier design that remained in use over an 

extended period of time. 

12. Beaker (C15.523.14, Figure 18)  

Small beaker or olla with wide mouth, small lip with 

round rim and oval body that tapers down to a small flat 

bottom.  Fabric is a reddish orange with some inclusions. 

Visible on the exterior and the exterior are light bands 

produced during manufacturing. This type of cup descends 

from the small ollae of the Republican period but is probably later in date. Comparanda are 

attested at Cosa, in deposits of the Tiberian-Early Claudian period.35  

13. Pitcher (C15.523. ---, Figure 19) 

Similar in shape to the smaller pitchers numbers 2 

and 9, but different in fabric, which is well depurated and 

similar to the fabric of number 10. The vessel was not 

identified during the excavation but was recomposed later, 

probably because its pieces were scattered and mixed with 

soil and stones. 

14. Terracotta weight 

Large rectangular weight of solid terracotta, with two holes near one of the smaller sides, at a 90 

degree angle. The object was probably a counterweight to help lift the vases full of water from 

the bottom of the well.  

                                                           
35 Marabini 1973, table 26, num. 247, 286. 

Figure 18 - C15.523.14 
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15. Fragments of pottery and tiles 

Mixed with the soil there were some fragments of plain vessels and cooking 

ware. Of special interest for the dating of the context are two small pieces of 

Italian Red Slip Ware dating to between the late first century BCE and the 

first century AD. Fragments of roof tiles and storage jars were also found. A 

small terracotta flower (Figure 20), perhaps a token, was also found in the fill of the well 

associated with C15.523.14. 

Metals 

 A few metal finds were discovered as well, including a heavily degraded iron hook, and 

other pieces of iron and lead, and some heavily degraded nails.  

Fauna 

 6 pieces of bone in total were found. They are all non-human, including one that is likely 

from a domesticated pig (Sus strofa domestica), and was associated with C15.523.14. Some 

fragments of a possible cow (Bos taurus) metatarsal were also found associated with C15.523.18. 

The cow remains are much more heavily degraded then the pig. A detailed faunal analysis 

however remains to be done to confirm species and subspecies, which could give a very good 

glimpse into animals used here for ritual purposes. The shell of a bivalve mollusc was also 

found. 

 

 

 

Figure 20 - Token 
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Other Finds 

 Mixed with the soil there were numerous pieces of plaster, some probably belonging to 

the degraded coating of the well, others to nearby buildings. Some of the highest quality 

fragments were also painted in bright colors simulating marble veneering (Pompeian First 

Style/Masonry Style). There were also some small pyramidal tufa bricks belonging to the facing 

of a wall in opus reticulatum masonry.  
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The Well and Cistern Catalogue of Etruria and Latium 

 The well system at Vigna Marini and the assemblage of finds discovered in its fill need 

to be studied in relation to the other wells scientifically excavated in Etruria, Latium and other 

areas, the aim is to see if any other wells at Etruscan or Early Roman sites had the same sort of 

artifact assemblage; or, if a similar structure in a similar position within the city, that would 

indicate some form of ritual rather than utilitarian usage. Some 100 years of archaeological 

reports published in the main Italian and European journals were reviewed and the contexts 

showing at least some shared characteristics with the well and cistern of Caere were  listed in 

the following catalogue, which is presented in the form of a table with 10 columns:  

 Catalogue Number; 

 Name: the identification name, number, letter etc. when given in the report; when no 

specific name was available, one was given based on its location or any reported 

characteristics of the structure; 

 Type of structure: if it was a well or cistern or some other variation of the two or 

combination of the two; 

 City and/or location where the structure was found; 

 Whether or not the structure can be dated to the Etruscan or Roman period; 

 Measurements, which in many cases were not provided; 

 Finds: the most important aspect for the purpose of this treatise, the finds were 

sometimes not mentioned, either because nothing valuable was found, or the author was 

not able to dig far enough due to water seepage. Note that in some cases where there 

was a large artifact assemblage, the list was moved  to the description section of the 

wells following the catalogue; 
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 Bones: this entry was separated because the presence of bones could be an indicator of 

ritual activity in and of itself;  

 Function: based on the data presented in the previous columns, whether or not the 

structure may be of ritual or utilitarian use (or in some cases, both).  

 Source: the bibliography where the information on the context was found. 

A description of the well in detail will follow the catalogue proper, if one was given for 

it. In many cases, especially in early 20th century reports, there is only brief mention of a well or 

cistern without details that could have been most valuable to this study. Even within these 

confines, however, a large picture can still be painted of the wells of Etruscan/Roman 

Republican to Early Roman Imperial period. 
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1 

Caere Well 

System (Well 

1 and Cistern 

1) 

Well 

System 
Caere 

Etruscan/ 

Roman 

Republican 

7 m deep 

See 

previous 

section 

2 Sus scofra 

bones, 3 

possible Bos 

taurus, 

metatarsals 

See Ch. 

4. 

Author's 

own 

2 
The Cetamura 

Well 
Well 

Cetamura del 

Chianti 

 Etruscan, 

built 3rd c. 

BCE  

32.5 m 

deep 

See 

Description 

 See Descrip-

tion. 

 See 

Descrip

-tion. 

De 

Grummond 

2015 EtrStud 

3 Well A, Area 

F 

Well San Giovenale Etruscan   None 

given 

None given None given Utili-

tarian 

Karlsson 

2006 

4 Pozzo 
Sommerso 

Well Pyrgi/San 
Severo 

Etruscan 70 cm 
mouth of 
well, 
blocks of 
limestone 
about 30 
cm. 

See 
descrip-
tion 

small animal 
bones with 
butchery 
marks 

 
Utilitari
an/Ritu
al 

Enei 2013 
Archeologia 
Maritima 
Mediterra-
nea 



  27 

 C
A

T
 #

 

N
A

M
E

 

T
Y

P
E

 

S
IT

E
 

E
T

R
/R

O
M

? 

M
E

A
S

U
R

E

M
E

N
T

S
 

F
IN

D
S

 

B
O

N
E

S
 

U
S

E
? 

S
O

U
R

C
E

 

5 Tollgate Farm 

Well 

Well  Britannia  Roman 

Imperial  

 At least 7 

m deep. 

 See 

description 

See 

description 

 Ritual  Hollins 

2011 

Current 

Archaeology 

6 La Piana 

Cistern 

Cistern La Piana Etruscan 4.5 m 

interior 

diameter 

 See 

described 

None 

described 

Utili-

tarian 

Whitehead 

2000 

EtrStud 

7  Building Beta 

Well 

 

Well Gravisca Etruscan, Late 

6th c. first 

finds. 

 None 

given 

 See 

descrip-

tion 

 None 

described 

Ritual? Fiorini 2014 

Etruscan 

News 

8 Manganello 

Sanctuary 

Well Caere/Cerve-

teri 

 Etruscan  None 

given 

See 

descript-

tion 

None given Likely 

utili-

tarian 

 Belelli 2008 

Etruscan 

News 

9 Fire Debris 

Cistern 

 

Cistern Tarquinia ? 3.5 m 

deep 1.9 

m width 

of 

opening 

None Yes, human 

subadult 

complete, 

covered with 

a half- moon 

shaped slab.  

Sex undeter-

mined. 

Utili-

tarian, 

or 

perhaps 

ritual 

after 

body 

was 

placed 

in there. 

 Bonghi 

Jovino 2007 

AnnFaina 

10  Aventine 

Footrest Well 

Well Aventine Hill, 

Rome 

probably 

Roman 

Republican 

 None 

given 

None 

described 

None 

described 

Utili-

tarian? 

 Lanciani 

1893 

BullCom 

11  Servian Wall 

Well 

Well Foot of 

Servian Wall, 

Rome 

 probably 

Roman 

Republican 

 None 

given 

 None 

described 

None 

described 

Utili-

tarian 

Lanciani 

1893 

BullCom 

12 Servian Wall 

Well 2 

Well (as part of a 

network with 

above) 

 probably 

Roman 

Republican 

See 

descrip-

tion 

 None 

described 

None 

described 

Utili-

tarian 

Lanciani 

1893 

BullCom 

13 Servian Wall 

Well 3 

Well About 357 m 

away from the 

above 

network 

Roman 

Republican? 

None 

given 

None 

described 

None 

described 

Utili-

tarian 

Lanciani 

1893 

BullCom 

14 Servian Wall 

Well 4 

Well Capitoline 

Hill, Rome 

unknown See 

descriptio

n 

See 

description 

None 

described 

 Utili-

tarian 

 Gatti 1896 

BullCom 
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15 Suburban 

Rome Well 

Well Suburbs of 

Rome 

Roman  

Republican 

93 cm 

across 1.7 

m deep 

(lower 

part) 

See 

description 

 None 

described 

 Utili-

tarian 

Cerrito 2009 

BullCom 

16 Wells of the 

Quirinal 

Magnanapoli 

Well Rome - via 

Nazionale 

Roman 

Republican  

none 

given 

None 

described 

None 

described 

Utili-

tarian 

Colini 1941 

BullCom 

17 Magnanapoli 

Pozzo 2 

Well Rome - Near 

Via Nazionale 

Roman 

Republican 

80 cm 

across at 

the 

mouth 

See 

description 

 None 

described 

See 

descrip-

tion 

Colini 1941 

BullCom 

18 Magnanapoli 

Pozzo 3 

Well Rome Roman 

Republican 

Blocks 

are 80 cm 

tall and 

45 cm 

wide and 

528 cm 

thick. 

Inside 

diameter 

67 cm 

See 

description 

none  Ritual Colini 1941 

BullCom 

19 Magnanapoli 

Pozzo 4 

Well Rome  Roman 

Republican 

 None See 

description 

None 

described 

Ritual Colini 1941 

BullCom 

20 Capitoline 

Palace Cistern 

Cistern Rome  Late Roman 

Republican 

See 

descript-

ion.  

 None 

described 

None 

described 

Utili-

tarian  

Colini 1941 

BullCom 

21 Capitoline 

Palace Well 

well Rome Late Roman 

Republican 

70 cm 

across 

and 3.7 m 

deep 

 None 

described 

None 

described 

Utili-

tarian, 

collect 

and 

store 

water 

but also 

had 

water 

seep in.  

Colini 1941 

BullCom 
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22 Temple of 

Saturn Well 1 

Well Rome - Forum 

Romanum 

Late Archaic - 

Republican 

Mouth 75 

cm to 82 

cm 

across. 

Dug for 

1.25 m in 

rock and 

the 1 

metre in 

sandy 

soil.  

See 

descript-

ion. 

Numerous 

fragments of 

bones of 

small 

mammals.  

Could 

have 

been 

non- 

utili-

tarian 

but in-

com-

plete 

Colini 1941 

BullCom 

23 Temple of 

Saturn Well 2 

Well Rome - Forum 

Romanum 

Late Archaic - 

Republican 

6.5 m 

deep 

See 

Descrip-

tion 

 None 

described 

Utili-

tarian? 

Colini 1941 

BullCom 

24 Temple of 

Saturn Well 3 

Well Rome - Forum 

Romanum 

At least Late 

Roman 

Republican, 

probably 

earlier 

 None 

given 

See 

Descript-

ion. 

None 

described 

Utili-

tarian 

Colini 1941 

BullCom 

25 Temple of 

Saturn Well 4 

Well Rome - Forum 

Romanum 

 Roman 

Republican 

None 

given 

None 

described 

None 

described 

? Colini 1941 

BullCom 

26 Temple of 

Saturn Well 5 

Well Rome - Forum 

Romanum 

 Roman 

Republican 

None 

given 

None 

described 

None 

described 

?  Colini 1941 

BullCom 

27 Temple of 

Saturn Well 6 

Well Rome - Forum 

Romanum 

Probably Late 

Roman 

Republican 

 None 

given 

None 

described 

None 

described 

Utili-

tarian 

Colini 1941 

BullCom 

28 Vestal Area 

Well 1 

Well Rome - Forum 

Romanum 

Archaic 

Roman (8-7th 

Centuries) 

8 m deep See 

Descript-

ion.  

Yes, but no 

specifics 

given. 

Dump  Zevi 1933 

BullCom 

29 Vestal Area 

Well 2 

Well Rome - Forum 

Romanum, 

Near the 

Temple of the 

Vestal Virgins 

Roman 

Republican 

8 m deep See 

description 

not specified Could 

be 

ritual? 

 Zevi 1933 

BullCom 

30 Republican 

Well H 

Well Rome - Near 

Regia 

Roman 

Republican 

69 cm 

across, 

blocks of 

stone 66 

cm 

across, 

depth 

14.13 m 

from the 

ancient 

level.  

See 

descrip-

tion 

 None 

described 

Ritual Valgieri 

1903 

BullCom 
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31 Republican 

Well E 

Well Rome - Near 

Regia 

Roman 

Republican 

60 cm 

across 

disturbed disturbed ? Valgieri 

1903 

BullCom 

32 House of 

Vestal Virgins 

Well 

Well Rome - House 

of the Vestal 

Virgins 

Archaic 

Roman?  

71 cm 

across 

See 

description 

See 

description 

 Ritual Valgieri 

1903,  1899 

BullCom 

33 "Tholos" Well 

G 

Well  Rome Roman 

Republican/ 

Early 

Imperial 

4.36 m 

deep, 

diameter 

of 

interior 

3.02 m.  

See 

Descrip-

tion. 

 None 

described 

Ritual Valgieri 

BullCom 

1903, 

BullCom 

1899, NSc 

1899  

34 Republican 

Well 23 

Well Rome - via 

Nazionale 

Late Roman 

Republican 

 None 

given 

See 

descrip-

tion 

 None 

described 

Ritual Fogagnolo 

2012 

BullCom 

35 Republican 

Well 24 

Well Rome - via 

Nazionale 

Late Roman 

Republican 

 None 

given 

None 

described 

None 

described 

? Fogagnolo 

2012 

BullCom 

36 Woods of 

Rome Well 

System 

Well 

System 

Rome - 

Outskirts 

Middle 

Roman 

Republican 

 None 

given 

Loom-

weights 

found 

nearby 

 None 

described 

Utili-

tarian 

Buccellato 

2005 

BullCom 

37  Arretine 

Deep Cistern 

Cistern Arezzo Early 

Imperial 

Roman  

23.5 m 

each side 

 None 

described 

None 

described 

Utili-

tarian 

 Carpanelli 

1943 StuEtr 

38  Pebble Well Well Reggio Emilia Etruscan or 

Early Roman? 

at least 10 

m deep 

See 

descrip-

tion 

antler, bones 

of rodents 

 Utili-

tarian 

Patroncini 

1976 StuEtr 

39  Villanovan 

Well 

Well Reggio Emilia Etruscan At least 5 

m deep 

See 

descript-

ion 

Antler 

(deer?), 

bones, 

fragment of a 

turtle shell  

 Ritual Patroncini 

1976 StuEtr 
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40 Temple A 

South Well  

Well Pyrgi/San 

Severo 

Etrsucan  None 

given 

See 

Descripti-

on 

Some animal 

bones 

Ritual  Coccolini & 

Follieri 1980 

StuEtr 

41 Temple A 

West Well 

Well Pyrgi/San 

Severo 

Etruscan None 

given 

Pieces of 

burnt 

wood, 84 

fragments 

of pottery  

None 

described 

Ritual  Coccolini & 

Follieri 1980 

StuEtr 

42  Volterran 

Temple Well 

System 

Well 

System 

Volterra - 

Acropolis 

 Etruscan?  None 

given 

Almost 

complete 

jugs at 4.5 

m depth 

 None 

described 

Utili-

tarian 

 Cristofani 

1973 StuEtr 

43  Archaic 

Bientina Well 

 

 

Well Bientina Archaic 

Etruscan  

at least 6 

m 

Bottom 

half below 

clay and 

stone later, 

pottery 

(bucchero) 

and wood.  

 None 

described 

 Utili-

tarian 

 Maggiani 

1989 StuEtr 

44  Volterra 

Deep Cistern 

 

 

Cistern Volterra - 

Acropolis 

Etruscan  None 

given 

None 

described   

None 

described 

 Utili-

tarian 

Cristofani 

1971 StuEtr 

45  Lucca 

Archaic Well 

Well Lucca Etruscan None 

given 

None 

described   

None 

described 

 Utili-

tarian 

Cristofani 

1971 StuEtr 

46  Todi Well 

and Cistern 

System 

Cistern 

and Well 

System 

Todi - Forum Late Etruscan   None 

given 

  None 

described 

  None 

described 

   Utili-

tarian 

Bizzarri 1996 

StuEtr 

47 Cistern C Cistern Castellina del 

Marangone  

Etruscan   None 

given 

See 

Descript-

ion 

  None 

described 

 Ritual  Belelli 

Marchesini 

ArchCl 1995 

48  Pozzetto 

Roselle 1 

Pozzetto Roselle Archaic 

Etruscan 

  None 

given 

Impasto 

and 

bucchero 

pottery 

mixed with 

black 

organic 

soil. 

  None 

described 

 Ritual  Donati 

1984-1985 

NSc 
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49  Pozzetto 

Roselle 2 

Pozzetto Roselle Archaic 

Etruscan 

  None 

given 

See 

description 

 None 

described 

 Ritual Donati 1984-

1985 NSc 

50  Diamond 

Well 

 Well Allumiere Roman? 5 m deep, 

2.7 m 

widest 

section.  

 None 

described 

None 

described 

Ritual? De Rossi 

1883 NSc 

51  Maxentius 

Well 

Cistern Rome - Villa 

of Maxentius 

 Roman 60 m long See 

descrip-

tion 

 None 

described 

 ? De Rossi 

1883 NSc 

52  Domestic 

Well 

 

Cistern Chiusi - Via 

Cassia 

 Etruscan 3 m 

across at 

the upper 

part, gets 

larger to 

3.82 m 

and gets 

narrower, 

3 m. 18.6 

m deep 

See 

descript-

ion 

 None 

described 

Utili-

tarian 

accord-

ing to 

author 

De Rossi 

1883 NSc 

53  Lapis Niger 

Well 

Well Roma - Regia Early Roman 

Republican 

None 

given 

See 

descrip-

tion 

Skeleton of 

weasel 

(Mustela) 

subspecies 

not specified. 

 Ritual Boni 1899 

NSc 

54  Persephone 

Well 

Well Bolsena  Etruscan? 2.4 

diameter

excavated 

up to 14.5 

m, gets 

wider at 

10.77 m.  

None 

described 

 None 

described 

Ritual  Gabriel 

1906 NSc 

55  Este Well Well Este Roman 2.5 m 

diameter, 

6 m deep 

See 

descripti-

ion. 

 None 

described 

 Ritual Alfonsi 1921 

NSc 

56  Bertinoro 

Well 

Well Bertinoro Roman most 

likely 

30.09 m 

deep 

See 

description

.  

 None 

described 

Foun-

tain? 

 Negrioli 

1928 NSc 

57  Grosseto 

Well 

Granary 

Well 

Cinigiano 

(Grosseto) 

Unknown 68 cm 

deep, 80 

cm 

across, 

bottom is 

2.8 m 

across. 

 None 

described 

None 

described 

Utili-

tarian 

 Minto 1936 

NSc 
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58  Gubbio Well Well Gubbio 

(Perugia) 

Unknown 15.5 m 

deep. 

Lower 

cone part 

of 1.6 m 

tall and 

2.3 m 

across.  

Rooftiles of 

2 different 

kinds, and 

bricks. 

 None 

described 

 Utili-

tarian 

 Galli 1941 

NSc 

59  Veii Well 

System 

Well 

System 

Veii Roman  None 

given 

Cistern - 

rooftiles, 

pottery and 

very few 

antefixes 

 None 

described 

 Utili-

tarian? 

 Caprino 

1952-1953 

NSc 

60  Soil Well Well Gravisca Roman  None 

given 

See 

descrip-

tion 

None 

described 

 Ritual? Lilliu 1971 

NSc 

61  Talamonaccio 

Cistern 

Cistern Talamonaccio 

(Grosseto) 

 Unknown 1.20 - 2 m 

across, 

3.05 m 

deep 

Fragments 

of rooftiles.  

 None 

described 

 Utili-

tarian 

Vacano 1972 

NSc 

62 Veii Well-

Cistern 

Cistern/

Well 

Veii Etruscan? 3.6 m 

across 

See 

Descript-

ion. 

 None 

described 

 Could 

be 

either 

 Moretti 

1973 NSc 

63  Gravel Well 

 

Well Marzabotto  ? 1-1.5 m 

wide. 

Mouth 90 

cm  

See 

description  

 None 

described 

 Utili-

tarian 

 Sassatelli 

1978 NSc, 

Sassatelli 

2010. 

64 Artena 

Cistern 1 

Cistern Artena 

(Rome) 

 ?  None 

given 

See 

description 

Almost 

complete 

skeleton of 

sub-adult 

 Ritual? Lambrechts 

& Fontaine 

1983 NSc 

65 Artena 

Cistern 2 

Cistern Artena 

(Rome) 

 ?  None 

given 

See 

description 

None 

described 

Utili-

tarian? 

Lambrechts 

& Fontaine 

1983 NSc 

66 Sant’Agata 

Well 1 

Well Colle 

Sant’Agata, 

Rome 

Etruscan/ 

Roman 

Republican? 

4.2 m at 

least but 

didn't dig 

to bottom 

Fragments 

of Etruscan 

bucchero 

vases. 

 None 

described 

 ?  Caprino 

1954 NSc 

67 Sant’Agata 

Well 2 

Well Colle Sant’ 

Agata, Rome 

Etruscan/ 

Roman 

Republican? 

1 m 

across 

mouth 

Nearby 

found 

bronze 

ring. 

 None 

described 

 ?   Caprino 

1954 NSc 
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68 Sant’Agata 

Well 3 

Well Colle 

Sant’Agata, 

Rome 

Etruscan/ 

Roman 

Republican? 

 None 

given 

 None 

described 

 None 

described 

 Utili-

tarian 

  Caprino 

1954 NSc 

69 Sant’Agata 

Well 4 

Well Colle 

Sant’Agata, 

Rome 

Etruscan/ 

Roman 

Republican? 

 None 

given 

See 

descrip- 

tion.  

 None 

described 

 Ritual?   Caprino 

1954 NSc 

70 Sant’Agata 

Well 5 

Well Colle Sant’ 

Agata, Rome 

Etruscan/ 

Roman 

Republican? 

At least 2 

metres. 

 None 

described 

 None 

described 

 ?   Caprino 

1954 NSc 

71 The Pool Cistern Veii Etruscan 4.4 m 

deep, and 

in one 

part 3.8 

m deep, 

max 

length 

3.42 

See 

descrip-

tion. 

 None Utili-

tarian 

 Moretti 

1973 NSc 

72 Well F Well Marzabotto Etruscan Grad-

ually gets 

bigger as 

it goes 

down, up 

to 2.63 

metres, 

then 

tapers at 

the 

bottom.  

See 

descript-

ion 

Many animal 

bones, 

species not 

determined/

mentioned 

 Ritual  Sassatelli 

1978 NSc 

73 Well G Well Marzabotto Roman 77 cm 

across at 

the 

mouth, 

82 cm at 

the 

bottom, 

2.25 m 

deep.  

The lid of a 

pot, a 

roman ash 

urn, a 

fragment 

of a large 

container, 

fragments 

of a flat 

slab of 

stone 

Many animal 

bones, 

species not 

determined/

mentioned 

 Ritual  Sassatelli 

1978 NSc 

74 Forum of 

Caesar Well 

Well Rome - Forum 

of Caesar 

Late Roman 

Republican 

3 m deep, 

75 cm 

diameter  

See 

descrip- 

tion 

 See 

description 

 Ritual  Bertoldi & 

Ceci 2013 

75 Pozzo 23, 

Regio 5, 

Insula 4.  

Well Marzabotto Etruscan mouth 

width 1 

m, no 

other 

measure

ments 

 See 

descrip-

tion 

 None 

described 

 Utili-

tarian 

Sassatelli 

1991 
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Well Descriptions 

Cat. # 1 – Caere Well System: Well 1 & Cistern 1: This system is carved out of tufa with 

footrests to aid in the descent to the bottom, and is in a more or less square shape. The inside of 

the well is waterproofed with plaster, but was in serious decay upon entering. The cistern 

opening on the opposite side of the system is square, covered by two large stone blocks, and 

immediately upon entering is carved into the tufa in a beehive shape with tool marks still 

visible. Beneath the beehive shape the plastering of the wall, in a wave-like pattern, begins and 

is an orange red colour. The well and cistern is not tapped into an aquifer, and was most 

 C
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76 Pozzo 36, 

Regio 7, 

Insula 2 

Well Marzabotto not 

specified/un-

known 

6.10 m, 80 

cm at the 

mouth 

See 

descrip-

tion 

 None 

described 

Utilitar-

ian  

Sassatelli 

1991 

77 Poggio Colla 

Well 

Well Vicchio 

(Florence) 

Not 

specified/unk

nown 

Not 

specified 

Some 

megaliths 

found 

nearby but 

nothing 

from 

interior 

Not specified Could 

be ritual 

use? 

Warden 

2000 

EtrStud 

78 The Great 

Enclosed 

Spring 

Cistern Mezzomiglio 

(Chianciano 

Terme) 

Late 

Etruscan/Ro

manized 

Etruscan 

21 m E-W None 

specified 

None 

specified 

Utilitari

an/Ritu

al 

Soren 1997 

EtrStud 

79 Chiusi Well 

System 

Well 

System 

Chiusi 3rd-2nd c. 

BCE/Etrus-

can 

Various 

dimen-

sions, see 

below. 

See 

description 

Bone tools, 

type 

unspecified 

Un-

known 

Ballerini 

1933 NSc 

80 Arezzo 

Cathedral 

Well  

Well Arezzo Etruscan? .70 cm at 

the 

mouth, at 

least 7.05 

m deep 

See 

description 

Skull of calf, 

skull of a 

young deer 

and its ribs 

Possible 

ritual?  

Gamurrini  

1898 NSc 
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probably for storage of water rather than collection. For a detailed description, please see the 

first section of this chapter. 

Cat. # 2 – Cetamura Well: The sides of the well are roughly carved out of sandstone. It was 

originally vaulted with slabs of sandstone with a gabled system. It had a “roughly circular shaft 

that tapers and takes on an oval shape as it descends.”36 The sides are roughly made with tool 

marks still visible. The well “did not tap into an aquifer, but rather...habitually accumulated 

water through seepage from the porous sandstone bedrock walls.”37 The shaft itself probably 

originated in the 3rd century, and was used until late antiquity/middles ages where material 

was continuously dumped there after it was no longer in use.38 This well yielded a very large 

amount of material including bones and broken pottery and dating from the Roman period all 

the way to the very late medieval period. 

In the upper layers of fill, “bronze and silver coins, bronze situlae (buckets), artifacts of 

iron and iron scoriae, wooden artifacts, local and imported ceramics, astragali and other offerings 

associated with divination, miniature vessels, loom weights, items of personal adornment (rings 

of bone and bronze; ringstones of glass), implements of metal and worked bone and floral and 

faunal remains” were found.39 In SU112-108, the “3rd c BCE Late Etruscan phase” layer, the well 

became more round at the bottom and had a crude shelf of bedrock on the west side (a sort of 

lip).  These layers were not very rich in ceramics, however SU108-110 yielded a large amount of 

wood artifacts. In SU 107-105, datable Cetamuran ceramics and votive objects (like “tokens” 

made of stone and ceramic and votive vessels) were found, also metals like iron and lead, still a 

large amount wood, and tile increased in number in these layers. The layers above this yielded 

                                                           
36 De Grummond 2015, 9. 
37 De Grummond 2015, 4. 
38 De Grummond 2015, 6-7. 
39 De Grummond 2015, 3. 
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some Republican and Ptolemaic coins from the 3rd century BCE. Also found were “two intact 

weights of the truncated pyramidal type as well as fragments of seven others.” De Grummond 

believes that “…the depositing of such weights in the well was also probably a ritual act, as a 

total of 42 were eventually found.”40 Lastly, a large number of grape seeds were found 

throughout the well, (even at the very bottom) and De Grummond says that “curiously, the 

larger gatherings of them seem to be closely associated with the vessels, sometimes even being 

found inside them [and] it is natural to suspect that grapes (and other vegetal remains) may 

have also been among the offerings”41 The well measures with a diameter of 2.67 m just below 

vaulting, at a depth of 4.5 m below ground level, the shaft measures 1.83x2.36 m and at 10.5 m 

the oval shape measures 1.58x 2.0 m. The total depth is 32.42 m below present ground level, 

with a maximum width of 2.5 m but often times it varied and was smaller. 

Cat # 3 – San Giovenale Well A, Area F: A misshapen well attached to a house. No other 

information was given. 

Cat #4 – Pyrgi Pozzo Sommerso: This well is submersed under water due to the shift of the 

Tyrrhenian Sea’s coastline some 70 m inland. Around the well, numerous fragments of ceramics 

and lead were found. There was also quite a few intact pots found at the bottom of the well (as 

the top of the well has degraded), and are detailed as follows: a Greco-Italic amphora, 

reconstructed from very fragmented pieces, 10 different types of pitchers with an ovoid body, 

impasto pitchers with a flared rim and rod shaped handle, a cup in rough clay, a plate, a pitcher 

with a cylindrical body datable to the 3rd c. BCE, wooden fragments probably belonging to a 

wooden cup used to draw water, lead fragments, and handled jars. 

                                                           
40 De Grummond 2015, 15. 
41 De Grummond 2015, 26. 
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Cat #5 – Britannia Tollgate Farm Well: This well is probably one of the latest in date of the 

catalogue, however it was included still because it was rather interesting with potential ritual 

activity.42 The excavation team did not dig to the bottom because of safety concerns, and 

because the well is connected to the water table, seepage made it very difficult to dig effectively. 

Finds include leather shoes that were found inside a pot as well as outside of it, other leather 

pieces, a boxwood comb, one or two pottery fragments, and a silver ring. Excavation stopped at 

approx. 7 m, where at this point they found the almost complete skeleton of a cow (B. taurus), 

without its legs, and two cow skulls, on a bed of twigs. The authors conclude that the well is 

from the 1st or 2nd c. CE. 

Cat #6 – La Piana Cistern: Whitehead describes the construction of the cistern as a “vat [made 

of]…dry-laid field stones in two concentric cylindrical rings…[and] dense clay packed between 

them."43 It once had a roof with a concave hole to trap rain water, and was attached to one of the 

main buildings at the site. The cistern and the roof that covered it showed signs that it was 

destroyed deliberately, most likely by fire for the latter, and the former showing signs of 

destruction because "the southeast base of the inner basin wall was pried away from its arc and 

forced into the center of basin.”44 

Cat #7 – Gravisca Building Beta Well: This well is inside Building Beta of the Sanctuary to 

Demeter at Gravisca. There were some votive offerings found, and the authors speculate they 

were hidden there purposefully from the attack of Roman soldiers in 281 BCE.45  

                                                           
42 This well does also deviate from the geographic limitation of this work, but again was included for its 
interesting ritual potential.  
43 Whitehead 2000, 117. 
44 Whitehead 2000, 121. 
45 Fiorini 2014, 11. 
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Cat #8 – Caere Manganello Sanctuary Well: This well was found alongside of the 'temple' 

walls, and was dug only to 7 m due to safety concerns. Numerous terracotta fragments, tufa 

blocks, and debris were found, but no full pots. There was also a cistern found nearby.46  

Cat #9 – Tarquinia Fire Debris Cistern: This cistern was in a room of the NS wing of a 

building. The bottom of well is roughly cut but well made. It is filled with debris from the 

destruction of a building by fire. What is of most interest is the presence of complete human 

sub-adult skeleton, covered with a half-moon shaped slab, but unfortunately exact age range 

and sex could not be determined.47 

Cat #10 – Rome Aventine Footrest Well: This well is one of a group, and is lined with terracotta 

cylinders and has footrests similar to 523. Some of these wells are dug into the soil and lined 

with mortar made with crushed bricks/terracotta and are connected to horizontal tunnels going 

in every direction. 

Cat #11 – Rome Servian Wall Well:  This well has an elliptical stone as its cover, which accesses 

a deep network of tunnels, with galleries about 50-70 cm wide and 125 m long.  

Cat #12 – Rome Servian Wall Well 2: This is the central well of a network of tunnels, that 

measures 80 cm at the mouth, and 25 m deep; there is a second level of tunnels that is larger and 

385 m long. The galleries are cone or oval shaped, between 0.45 m and 1.10 m wide, leading to 

basins or fountains that collect water. 

                                                           
46 Bellelli 2008, 7.  
47 Bonghi Jovino 2007. Bonghi Jovino is puzzled by the presence of the skeleton inside a well, and gives 
some theories as to why it was there: s/he could have fallen in before the fire (but she discounts this 
theory based on the fact it was not very deep and s/he could have easily gotten out, as well as the fact 
that leaving a body in a place where you store water is unlikely for sanitary reasons). There were no 
traces of combustion on the bones (which would indicate he fell in after the fire spread to the building) so 
likely s/he was put in prior to the fire, and what Bonghi Jovino thinks strongly is the very deliberate act 
of human sacrifice, perhaps at the closing of the well. She does add that it is strange to put someone in the 
bottom of the well as opposed to elsewhere. It is highly unusual to have a burial within the city and to her 
knowledge this is one of very few (one in Artena and Ponte Gini). 
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Cat #13 – Rome Servian Wall Well 3: This well was found 357 m away from the Cat #12. Exact 

purpose is unknown. 

Cat #14 – Rome Servian Wall Well 4: This well is dug 7 m into the soil and after that directly 

into the bedrock. The upper part is shaped like a cylinder and measures 80 cm across, and from 

the mouth to the bedrock is lined with slabs of stone that measure 65 cm by 41 cm by 10 cm. 

There are 10 rings of stone with each course, about 65-70 cm tall, not connected with a mortar, 

with each row shaped like a pentagon. The mouth was covered with a peperino slab. The lower 

part of the well was dug for 4.5 m and it measured 65 cm across. The first 7.6 m did not yield 

any materials, but at 10 m depth they discovered two tunnels dug into tufa, one that goes 

towards the Capitoline Hill and the other towards the Tarpeian rock. The latter tunnel connects 

to a large irregular shaped chamber, which measures 300 sq. m and 3 to 4 m tall. In the centre of 

the chamber there is pillar to support the roof. In terms of finds, there were two amphorae, a 

small black gloss bowl, two fragments of architectural décor with palmette stamps, and an 

antefix of a clothed female, conjectured by the author to be from the original temple of Jupiter. 

Cat #15 – Suburban Rome Well: The upper part of this well was destroyed in recent times, and 

what remains to us is the lower part. It is round, and dug into the soil, the bottom of which is 

rock. It measures 93 cm across at the mouth and is 1.7 m deep. It has four footrests and two 

niches cut into the soil. One of the niches is 80 cm deep and 80 cm tall and is shaped like a cone; 

the other is 85 cm tall and 60 cm deep, both cut into the soil. Both the well and the niches were 

full of silt-like fill, which covered a sandier layer that rested just on top of the bottom of the well 

(the natural sediment when the water was there). This fill had artifacts from the 3rd-2nd c. BCE, 

like red impasto, coarseware, ollae, black gloss pottery, 2 fragments of large jars, 4 fragments of 

the basins of mortars, and a fragment of a skyphos, possibly from the 4th or 3rd c. BCE. 
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Cat #16 – Rome Well of Quirinal Magnanapoli: This well, (actually called Well 1) was not fully 

accessible due to the traffic on via Nazionale. It had a lining of stone. 

Cat #17 – Rome Magnanapoli Pozzo 2: This one is cut into the clay and lined with tufa slabs, 

with footrests. It was found full of wet clay. The finds were: 3 well-preserved black gloss vases, 

2 small jars, 1 askos that looks like wineskin, 26 vases of yellow clay in the same shape 

measuring 22-52 cm (the symbol painted on one of them was a caduceus), and 3 worn bronze 

coins, measuring 29x28x18 mm. This well likely had some ritual use because of the well-

preserved pots at the bottom. 

Cat #18 – Rome Magnanapoli Pozzo 3: This well was at first shaped as a pentagon and then 

worked into a circle as it is smooth and round. There was also square footrests that aided in the 

descent to the bottom. There was a layer of pozzolana at the bottom of the well which is 

speculated to be for filtration. The fill was all the same (no changes in soil), and it is likely the 

well was filled all at once. The finds were: fragments of amphorae, Greco-Italic, from 3rd c. BCE; 

a hydria; 3 handled vases; series of relatively large pitchers in a semi-oval shape with only one 

handle, 4 of which were almost complete as well as 17 fragments of the same kind; Orciuoli 

(small pots) with traces of 2 letters painted on the body, and another that has an "H" on it; and 

smaller beaker like jugs (which are the largest group of finds) which are semi-oval and small. 

There are inscriptions on them as well, that could say "CRU" but the wet environment has 

obscured the exact reading of it; Ollae, cups, pans, 5 complete lids for vases and 4 fragmented, 

black and red gloss fragments with what appears to be palmette stamps, lamps, an iron key, a 

projectile point, fragments of iron, a lead weight in the shape of an amphora, and lastly, a 

freshwater mussel shell.  
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Cat #19 – Rome Magnanapoli Pozzo 4: This well was already disturbed in antiquity. In it were 

160 fragments of vases and small beakers, as well as a black gloss lamp and the neck of jar with 

a letter inscription which is indecipherable.  

Cat #20 – Rome Capitoline Palace Cistern: This is a Y shaped cistern with a well (Cat #21) in 

the centre. It was intact and empty upon discovery. One branch of the cistern was 8.6 m long, 

another 9.3 m long, and one more or less the same in measurements. It measured 23 m tall and 

between 1.10 and 1.50 m wide. 

 Cat #21 – Rome Capitoline Palace Well: The upper part of this well was shaped like a cone. 

There are 9 courses of slabs of stone, with no trace of cocciopesto or plaster in between them. It 

was dug in a bed of clay, and the upper part was in tufa, lined with a thin layer of cocciopesto. 

It had a ledge around the bottom edge of the well and a shallow bowl was in the well floor. This 

well was both to collect water (water seeped in through the soil) as well as to store rainwater.  

Cat #22 – Rome Temple of Saturn Well 1: It was filled with debris all at the same time and was 

a mix of Archaic and 3rd-2nd c. BCE materials. Fragments of vases were found, but none are of 

complete pots, and most were thrown in as fragments. Finds include: fragments of roof tiles, 

bucchero vases, a kantharos, bowls of various sizes, red and brown impasto, ollae, decorated 

clay vases, black gloss fragments, a donut shaped terracotta piece (a kiln implement), and 

bronze fragments. The largest part of these artifacts date to the 6th century BCE but because of 

the black gloss fragments were probably dumped in afterwards.  

Cat #23 – Rome Temple of Saturn Well 2: The lower half of this well is filled with water, and 

was filled with debris at the same time, as there were matching pieces at several levels. It was 

likely a "dumpster" well. Both Cat #24 and this one were filled with different materials that 

include sediments, waste, and ritual finds. There were numerous roof tiles, a few fragments of 

vases including 1 fragment of bucchero and a few fragments of impasto, coarseware, a 
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loomweight, painted and figured vases no earlier than the 4th c. in date, and similar pieces of 

roof tiles as were found in Cat #24. This means that both were filled at the same time, being a 

mix of archaic and 4-3 c. BCE material. 

Cat #24 – Rome Temple of Saturn Well 3: This well was found full of debris from the Late 

Republican Period. Finds include a large amount of painted plaster, solid colour with stripes, 

fragments of cocciopesto with white squares and red designs, fragments of terracotta vases, two 

fragments of black gloss and the mouth of an amphora. 

Cat #25 – Rome Temple of Saturn Well 4: Filled with debris of uncertain date. 

Cat #26 – Rome Temple of Saturn Well 5: Filled with debris of uncertain date. 

Cat #27 – Rome Temple of Saturn Well 6: Dug by the foundation of the temple.  

Cat #28 – Rome Vestal Area Well 1: This well was lined with slabs of stone and for the first 

four metres from ground level it was filled with debris that was thrown in without much in it. 

The deeper part was filled with cult objects and daily life objects that could only have been 

thrown in by the Vestals as no one else was allowed in that area. It filled up with  several basic 

pots of terracotta, a Rhodian amphora, black gloss vase, fibulae, glass gems of finger rings with 

incisions, pins for the hair, and some fragments of terracotta figurines. These objects could be 

from the 3rd to the 2nd c. BCE.  

Cat #29 – Rome Vestal Area Well 2: This well was simply dug into the soil with no lining of 

stones. The fill is all the same, meaning it was filled all at the same time, with tufa, terracotta 

objects, and animal bones. This debris dates to the Archaic period (8th-7th c. BCE), and specific 

finds include domestic objects like ollae, dolia, cooking stands, spools, tiles, a grindstone, grain, 

fragments of grey impasto, fragments of Italo-Geometric pots, bucchero, and Proto-Corinthian 

wares. 
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Cat #30 – Rome Republican Well H: This well has 35 footrests going down for about 14 m from 

the ancient floor level. It was filled with fragments of tufa and big roof tiles, with one in 

particular inscribed with the Greek letter chi in relief and in colour. The walls are black, perhaps 

remnants of a fire and debris filled in afterwards. The bottom of well was covered with a layer 

of gravel 30 cm thick. Remnants of a round lid of wood made of several planks were found, 

which was stained black and disintegrated upon excavation. Finds include 6 terracotta weights, 

fragments of bowls, and black gloss vases with palmette stamps.  

Cat #31 – Rome Republican Well E: Lined with slabs of tufa with footrests, and previously 

opened.  

Cat #32 – Rome House of Vestal Virgins Well: There are 5 courses of stone and 5 segments 

with 14 footrests on both sides. The space between the 1st and 5th footrests had fragments of 

vases, plus some terracotta vases shaped like a pyramid, a very thin black gloss dish, and 5-7 

lamps of Republican date. At the level of the 8th footrest, a terracotta altar, a small spatula of 

bronze and fragments of styli, head of a figurine, and 3 bronze Republican coins were found. 

Between the 9-10th footrest, fragments of edge of the mouth of a well, fragments of tufa were 

found, and 10-12th footrest fragments of black gloss bowls, fragments of an antefix of Venus, 

naked, in full relief with a red mantle or cloak were found. Farther down, 1 handled black vase 

in black gloss with palmettes painted in white and some fragments of bucchero were found. 

Mixed in with the soil large fragments of coarse terracotta vases, painted plaster, roof tiles, 

clusters of blue and red colour, knucklebones were found. Bones included Bos taurus (cow), Sus 

scrofa domestica (although the authors just reported 'pig' bones, and did not specify subspecies) 

and bones of the Mustela nivalis (authors simply put "weasels" although it is likely M. nivalis), 

and partially worked bone. 
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Cat #33 – Rome Tholos Well G: This granary well is cylindrical at the bottom and shaped like a 

cone at the top. The top is made of grey tufa in regular courses of stone and plastered, and the 

outside covered with red clay. The bottom courses are made with cocciopesto, and is concave, 

with a small ledge along the bottom that is about .06 cm wide. The upper cone part is 1.2 m 

across and has a drain coming out of the top, which is 13 cm wide and .08 cm deep. The inside 

was completely dry and was likely to store grain. Finds include one amphora, 52 cm tall, and 

one 1 handled vase, 20 cm tall with the inscription P CABINI SEL, and another in red, stamped 

with PHILLIPIS. Fragments of the mouth (made of white limestone) were found to have 

inscribed on it the word REGIA, as well as 78 styli (writing instruments) of varying sizes, with 

some broken and some intact. Also found was a writing tablet of oakwood, 102 cm and .045 cm 

thick, and smooth on both sides, which was well used and scratched. An Arretine cup, stamped 

with C SERI OCEL on the base, along with 3 lamps, and 3 perfume bottles were found, that are 

likely Roman Imperial in date. 

Cat #34 – Rome Republican Well 23:  This well is round, made of rounded slabs of stone, with 

a smoothed interior and had pairs of semi-circular footrests. It is dug in a natural deposit of 

yellow clay, with access to the water table (they could not dig lower than 2.7 m. because of this). 

It is part of the Magnanapoli Quirinal group of wells described earlier. At the bottom of the 

well, 30 one handled unpainted jugs were thrown down prior to closing. All of them were the 

same size and type, with a flat bottom and round body, with a thin ledge between the body and 

the neck strap handle. They also found some lids. This type of jug is related to water drawing, 

from the 2nd c. BCE. 
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Cat #35 – Rome Republican Well 24: This well is better preserved than Cat #34, but excavated 

already and partially destroyed by modern development. The inside layers are of a clayish soil 

with charcoal and burnt materials. 

Cat #36 – Woods of Rome Well System: This well system is probably inside of a small 

settlement for husbandry and textile production (due to a large number of loom weights found). 

Tunnels are connected to wells, which are both round and square. Later on, it appears that the 

interiors were waterproofed, which could indicate a change in usage from accumulating water 

to storing it. 

Cat #37 – Arezzo Barrel Vaulted Cistern: This cistern is square, and divided into 6 and barrel 

vaulted, with holes to aid in filling it with water.   

Cat #38 – Reggio Emilia Pebble Well: As the name suggests, this well is lined with pebbles. At 

the 5.9 m level the pebbles are on top of a square wooden structure of very hard wood, 

positioned on a layer of gravel and sand, where the water table seeped in from the soil. Below 

this, 1 m deeper, was a more compact clay. Finds include pottery, copper objects, seeds, and 

fragments of ropes (in the first 3.5 metres), and in the deepest 1 m, fragments of pottery and a 

fragment of a wooden bucket were found also. 

Cat #39 – Reggio Emilia Villanovan Well: This well was disturbed due to the ancient 

movement of the soil, for about 1.5 metres. It could be dated to the Villanovan period based on 

a bronze ring. Finds include wood, pottery (bucchero) vases, small amphorae (with two intact) 
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wood, weights, pebbles with small holes in them (all found at 3.5 m deep) a wooden box like 

structure (at 4.5 m deep), a large river stone, and fragments of a bronze ring.48 

Cat #40 – Pyrgi Temple A South Well: This well was built with 44-45 blocks near the front 

corner of Temple A. The bottom is concave and dug in yellow clay. Layer 1’s chronology had 

yet to be determined at the time, layer 2 was called “cover of layer 3”; layer 3 probably was 3rd 

c. BCE, about 2.5 m thick. The lower part of layer 3 included vegetal remains (type not 

specified) architectural antefixes, roof tiles, tufa blocks, piece of burnt wood (most probably 

according to authors of the Oleaceae [olive] family) although very degraded and 170 fragments 

of pottery. 

Cat #41 – Pyrgi Temple A West Well: The only information given about this well is that Layer 3 

is 6.35 cm thick, and 84 fragments of pottery were found inside it.  

Cat #42 – Volterra Temple Well System: This well system is connected to two temples with a 

system of pipes and drains, which are connected to three wells with plastered walls. Terracotta 

pipes were connected to them made with roof tiles. Most were not explored except one which 

had a slab of stone as a well cover, but the bottom is lined with soil and clay and almost 

complete jugs.  

Cat #43 – Archaic Bientina Well: This well was made with large pebbles for the first 4 metres 

and the next 2 m were made with clay and stone.  

Cat #44 – Volterra Deep Cistern: This is a very deep cistern covered by the podium of a temple, 

and dates to probably the late 2nd c. BCE. 

                                                           
48 Note that the use of “Villanovan” refers to the chronology unique to this area (6th c.), as the Villanovan period in 
other parts of Etruria occurred much earlier (8th c.) 
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Cat #45 – Lucca Archaic Well: This is a well with a terracotta head, possibly dates between late 

7th-early 6th c. BCE. 

Cat #46 – Todi Well and Cistern System: In the north area of the forum, there are 11 pits lined 

up, some are closed with lids and completely filled. In the west area, there are two identical 

large cisterns that had multiple rooms, and probably the whole system dates to 1st c. BCE  

Cat #47 – Castellina del Marangone Cistern C: This cistern was totally emptied in the 1950s, 

and the lining is made of slabs of stone with no mortar, and roughly made: they made 

rectangles with larger stones and filled them in with smaller pebbles. Nearby was a possible 

feeder for the cistern, although the conduit is missing. The bottom is covered with slabs of 

stones, with possible symbols/letters carved into it. Based on a similar structure in Orvieto, this 

cistern could be 5th c. BCE onwards. A previous excavation of this structure found imperial age 

coins, primitive terracotta objects, vases broken into small pieces, and a large fig tree now grows 

right in the middle of it. This was likely all backfill. 

Cat #48 – Pozzetto Roselle 1: This is actually a pit, dug into the bedrock, in an oval shape with a 

worked interior. 

Cat #49 – Pozzetto Roselle 2: This is another pit but irregular in shape. It was filled at the same 

time as #48, probably in the late 7th, early 6th c. BCE, and filled all in one deliberate action, with 

pots seeming to also have been deliberately broken. Miniature votive vases were found as well 

as two votive terracotta fingers found later that point to ritual activity in this area. Finds include 

pottery fragments and couple of vases of decorated clay and olla which was reconstructed from 

both pits (with Cat #48). 

Cat #50 – Allumiere Diamond Well: This well was dug deeply in the bedrock and shaped like a 

“double cone” or a diamond, which the author notes is similar to funerary pits built at the 
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necropolis in Marzabotto. At the bottom is a round dip in the foundation that measures 50 cm 

across and 25 cm deep, which the author at the time thought may have been a burial. Half of the 

well was filled with dark organic soil and charcoal. There were no bones or other materials 

found there however, so it may have been disturbed.  

Cat #51 – Rome Maxentius Well: No description given.  

Cat #52 – Chiusi Domestic Well: This is a well adjacent to a house. The upper fill was a series 

of stones of several periods. Found inside was a silver coin of Pavia, terracotta amulets, and 2 m 

from the top was a fragment of Carrara marble. Also fragments of antefixes were found, and at 

lower levels they found terracotta mugs, a small amphora with one handle, a terracotta lamp, 

remains of a wooden bucket, a bronze needle, a lead bowl (probably a weigh) and a bronze 

scale, which the author cites another report by Mr. Nardi-Dei, who has described this piece 

previously.  The piece was thought to be Roman because of the numbers on it. Each of the 3 

sides has a different point to having a different range of weight. From those points, a bronze 

hook was attached. On it, a lead bowl was suspended. Pounds were indicated by one vertical 

mark and half pounds with one half mark. The numbers are in a series from right to left. One 

side starts with 2 lbs and goes all the way to 33. The other side is from 20 lbs to 88 lbs, and for 50 

there is an L. The 3rd line is from 70-183, and for 100 there appears to be a circle. The author 

thinks that because the letters on the rod appear very ancient and not the usual Roman imperial 

lettering, the whole piece may be possibly Etruscan. 

Cat #53 – Rome Lapis Niger Well:  This well is in the same room as the "Tholos" well G (Cat 

#33). There are 10 courses of 5 slabs each. At the bottom, the gravel was identified as the same 

as the other wells of the Regia and that of the Lapis Niger, and connected to water table. The 

finds include impasto vases, a freshwater shell, a small lid of lead, a bronze Romano-
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Campanian coin with the helmeted head of Minerva and the head of a horse, a terracotta antefix 

with egg patterns, a blue bowl, a round tile of terracotta, knucklebones, ivory dice, a bronze 

ring, a bronze bowl with a piece of unworked bronze and iron with some fragments of tufa and 

bones, and some other vases. 

Cat #54 – Bolsena Persephone Well:  The well is circular up to 4 metres and not covered by 

anything. The bottom is not concave and there are no trace of scratches that ropes would have 

been made to get water. Many votive offerings were found nearby. The author feels that it could 

be a conduit inside the sanctuary to Persephone, Charis, and Nortia (a chthonic goddess) to 

facilitate the giving of offerings. 

Cat #55 – Este Well: The upper part of this well was missing but full of soil, and the lower part 

had some large boulders and some water. It was disturbed and partially destroyed before it 

could be excavated. Part of a Roman shrine with architectural terracotta and votive deposits 

were found.  There were a relatively large amount of finds: a slab of pink marble from Verona; 

several fragments of amphorae and ollae; 10 complete flasks; small amphorae and jugs; three 

lamps stamped with 'fortis', one plain and one with a dog on it and no description of the other; a 

bowl shaped like a leaf of bronze; a bronze pan with a long iron handle; a small pot; an iron tool 

with four points and a hole for a handle; a small pickaxe; a moon-shaped knife; series of iron 

rods; bucket handles; small fragment of a column of stone; upper part of a railing in stone; a 

grindstone; fragments of wooden beams; and a black stone bowl broken in half.  

Cat #56 – Bertinoro Well: This well is lined with pebbles and mortar on the lower part and 

bricks on the upper part, and is not especially regular in shape. It was found near a spring 

hailed for its properties for digestion, and Roman brick was found near it. Finds include 

"strange objects" (nothing given to quantify what strange meant) of terracotta, a hollow column 
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with conical upper part and broken on the other side (both found 2 m deep) measuring 45 cm 

tall and 17.5 diameter, and 4 spouts for water. 

Cat #57 – Grosseto Well: This well is dug into very hard soil and shaped like a bottle with a flat 

bottom. It was covered with a rough slab of stone, and empty save for soil at the bottom.  

Cat #58 – Gubbio Well: This well is not far from the Roman theatre, and in a floor of 

cocciopesto of Roman date the mouth of this well was found. The lowest part is shaped like a 

cone with a central bowl for collecting 'residue'. The first section of the well is masonry without 

mortar. The layers of soil are of a different nature that is very compact. It was not fed by water 

or spring, nor was any water found inside.  

Cat #59 – Veii Well System: This is a series of tunnels for draining water from the hills and 

ended near an ancient road. Tunnel A seems to be draining water into a pool. At a certain point 

the tunnel was made larger on the right side, and a small drain was made with a terracotta pipe 

in it made of semi -circular roof tiles identical to those of the temple. In the imperial age when it 

was not used anymore there was a child that was buried in it. Tunnel B feeds a cistern closed by 

a large slab of stone with a hole in the middle. When the cistern was full, the water could escape 

through a small canal. The cistern is made of tufa, with three niches that make it slightly bigger, 

and is connected to the water table and still filled with water, impeding further excavation. 

Finds include some roof tiles and pottery and very few antefixes. Tunnel C feeds into a cistern 

that is completely covered. There are four wells, one seems to be earlier in construction than the 

paved street and at least one is of Roman date. One of them abuts a pool in the northwest 

corner, and is later than the pool construction. There are flagstones that in part cover the well 

(so the well is earlier) and has footrests dug 2 m in, where they found a votive figure and 

architectural decorations, with a few fragments of a black gloss cup and a terra sigillata. 
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Cat #60 – Gravisca Soil Well: This is a well cut into the soil. Finds include archaic pottery, 

fragments of a painted capital, a fragment of lateral sima, with lotus flowers painted in black 

and white. 

Cat #61 – Talamonaccio Cistern: This cistern was uncovered in trenches around the temple of 

Talamonaccio. It is lined with plaster a few cm thick. The colour is grey-pinkish covered by a 

thin layer of white stucco. 2/3 of the cistern is dug in rock, and the rest is built in large blocks of 

stone that are very large and irregular and bound by a lot of hard mortar. It was built on a 

partially destroyed earlier construction that had also held water, perhaps a pool that was built 

together with the temple or not long after its construction.  

Cat #62 – Veii Well-Cistern: This structure is more or less cylindrical and is made of blocks in 

the upper part, and is actually one of two cisterns which were upon discovery called a well. The 

bottom was overall dug in soil with benches upon which walls were built. There is a small 

tunnel that extends to the south east which was not explored. It was filled in in the 4th century 

with various debris.  Finds were found from the 5th and 6th c., including fragments of black 

gloss. On the bottom, there is a layer with internal slip ware of the Italo-Geometric period. The 

author dates it to 6th century, but used in 5th. 

Cat #63 – Marzabotto Gravel Well: It was lined with gravel and pebbles all the way down to 

2.5 m and then was excavated directly into the soil. There were two fragments of two large 

containers found, as well as a red figure skyphos that is almost complete, and also two fragments 

of a wooden pulley and two iron keys. Iron keys, Sassatelli notes, “appear as [an] attribute of 

the goddess that is represented on the known discs, so-called from Montebelluna (4th-3rd 
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centures BCE) and interpreted as Potnia theron, a chthonic goddess who controls the animal and 

vegetal realm.”49 

Cat #64 – Artena Cistern 1: This cistern is shaped like an irregular cone. It is made of blocks and 

rough bound by red clay, about 30-40 cm thick, and kept in place by walls of stone.  The bottom 

is made of small fragments of limestone on waterproof clay. There are fragments of pottery and 

stones, charcoal, large iron nails, roof tiles, vases, and fragments of large containers. 

Cat #65 – Artena Cistern 2: This cistern is situated to the east of Cat #64. Found full of hard 

packed soil. Both cisterns could have been filled with debris from a collapsed building as the 

result of a fire as finds show signs of damage from a fire. Finds include fragments of pottery 

and stones, charcoal, large iron nails, roof tiles, vases, fragments of large containers. The pottery 

found in these two cisterns (with Cat #64) were of an exceptional quantity, and are of the kind 

that are usually found in religious or funerary contexts. The author conjectures it could have 

been a shrine, but with the amount of domestic material it is likely it was a structure for actual 

living, however it is difficult to interpret without other analogues for comparison. 

Cat #66 – Rome Sant’Agata Well 1: This well is slightly oval with 16 footrests. 

Cat #67 – Rome Sant’Agata Well 2: This well is lined with blocks, five larger and then five 

smaller, and also has footrests. It has three narrow tunnels, one going west, one north, and one 

southeast. 

Cat #68 – Rome Sant’Agata Well 3: There are not very long tunnels coming out of the well. All 

extend to the south roughly.  

Cat #69 – Rome Sant’Agata Well 4: Excavators found the mouth of this well underneath a large 

southwest to northeast tunnel. It was found full of water and clay. Find include red impasto 

                                                           
49 Sassatelli, 2010, note 15, 27. A possible connection with potnia theron is also speculated for the 
Villanovan well at Reggio Emilia; see Chapter Four.  
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vases, fragments of pottery, fragments of black gloss bowls, and jugs of light clay with a flat 

bottom and broad neck with a round mouth and one vertical handle. One is complete and one is 

missing part of the mouth. Also found was a lamp with a broken nozzle, in grey clay with black 

gloss.  

Cat #70 – Rome Sant’Agata Well 5: This well is round and dug with the usual footrests. 

Cat #71 – The Veii Pool:  This structure is not actually a cistern or a well per se, but the 

construction is more or less the same. It is rectangular with rounded edges, and shows traces of 

several possible building phases. The excavators separated the various layers by number. The 

top layers of the soil spill out of the pool itself (and as a result is disturbed with surface 

material) therefore the actual layers of it are below these layers, and were called 'Layer 4' and 

then subdivided into 4 a, b, and so on. Layer 1 features disturbed soil with votive material and 

pottery of different ages, and probably dates to the 2nd c. BCE.  Layer 2 and 3 are levels of brown 

loose soil which date to the 4th and 3rd c. BCE. Layer 4 below these feature a mixture of charcoal, 

pottery, roof tiles, layers of ash, and finally the bottom was probably from the 5th to 6th c. BCE. 

Cat #72 – Marzabotto Well F: Near the mouth of this well, a square block of travertine was 

found which could have been on the mouth of the well itself at some point. The walls had a 

double lining of large fragments of rock and a single one mixed with pebbles, and has an 

unusual shape. It is filled with pebbles and stones that are mixed with fragments of roof tile and 

pieces of large containers; other finds include 12 hexagonal floor tiles, two fragments of a vase 

with a glazed surface, fragments of wood, a pot with one handle, a fragment of a wood (maybe 

a wooden vase?) a walnut, Arretine red slip cup with the stamp "CAMVR", (probably end of 

Augustan/Early Tiberian period) and a large tintinabulum. 

Cat #73 – Marzabotto Well G: 1.2 m east of Well F, the mouth was covered by a large slab of 

stone, lined only with big pebbles. Unlike Well F, it is almost straight down with no widening. 
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The lid of a pot, a Roman ash urn, a fragment of a large container, fragments of a flat slab of 

stone were found. 

Cat #74 – Rome Forum of Caesar Well: This well is circular, concave at the bottom, and 

measures 60 cm x 40 cm x 13 cm. It has semi-circular footrests. Finds include 301 ceramic 

fragments of which 102 could be reconstructed; Tableware, lamps, black gloss fragments, fine 

ware, bronze coin with the prow of a ship on the reverse, a bronze ladle, 20 writing styli, a small 

spoon, a knucklebone, spiral shaped glass, lead elements, a tile stamped with "VIIMISA", 

leather, worked bone, and a seashell found nearby. 

Cat #75 – Marzabotto Pozzo 23, Regio 5, Insula 4: This well was found in the vicinity of 6 small 

kilns, where access to water was needed for the production of pottery for a workshop. 

Cat #76 – Marzabotto Pozzo 36, Regio 7, Insula 2: This well probably had a roof over it at one 

point. Finds include fragments of tiles, antefixes with a palmette stamp in relief, and painted 

eaves tiles that could be reconstructed from other pieces. 

Cat #77 – Vicchio Poggio Colla Well: Called the “Spring of Montesassi”, this cistern was built 

into natural rock, and as its name suggests it is not your typical well construction like the others 

included in this catalogue. What is interesting is that there were stone megaliths found in this 

area, which are the only known in Tuscany, and the fact that it is a spring itself suggests a 

combination of ritual activity in this area. Unfortunately this area was very difficult to excavate 

thus much of it was left unexplored, and as a result no other significant ritual finds were found 

inside. 

Cat #78 – Great Mezzomiglio Enclosed Spring: As its name suggests, this is also a structure 

where its usage is not clear cut. It is indeed quite large, so calling it a spring or pool does seem 

to be apt. The entire structure has not been unearthed, which could lead to the answers of its 
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actual usage. It seems to have been built in 2 phases, with “walls [of] opus incertum, [and] with 

large stones placed in sandy mortar.”50  At one time it seems to have been flanked by large 

corridors on at least 3 sides, but the arrangement is not completely clear. Soren speculates it 

could have been a cistern to conserve water flowing from the spring but blocks of travertine 

were found that could suggest some level of luxury, perhaps maybe a sacred spring with 

therapeutic waters.51  

Cat #79 – Chiusi Well System: The main part of this structure is a large underground vaulted 

cistern. At one corner of the cistern, they discovered a small plug of debris, which they dug 

through and revealed a tunnel about 1.4 m high and 70 cm in width. The debris fill used to plug 

this small hole contained a variety of ancient material, including bone tools and Roman coins.  

Along the tunnel, small niches were dug into the wall, perhaps for lamps to be placed for 

lighting along the way. About 35 metres into this tunnel, going towards the direction of the 

Duomo in Chiusi, there exists a small round room with a skylight about 2.8 metres in height, 

which is referred to as a “pozzi di luce” (“light well”) in order to bring natural light in and make 

it brighter in the tunnel. The opening above is closed with a roof-like configuration of two 

travertine blocks; the opening is in fact beneath the Duomo. Continuing onwards, the tunnel 

then leads to a very deep well. All throughout, the floor of the tunnel is not flat: in fact it 

undulates, and quite a bit of debris has fallen from above that obstructed the excavator’s path. 

This leads the author to conclude that the primary function of these tunnels was not water, but 

rather had other uses perhaps ritualistic or militaristic in nature. With regards to its date, the 

terminus post quem can be given based on a coin found in the plaster closing the well, depicting 

the Emperor Maximian. However, the dating of the building, according to the author, based on 

                                                           
50 Soren,1997, 147. 
51 Soren 1997, 147. 
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construction techniques, was 3rd-2nd c. BCE. Of interest to our study here, the report notes that 

the excavators, nearby to this tunnel structure, were told by the elders of the community to dig 

in a specific spot, which revealed an opening of a well, partly obstructed by a modern well. A 

drain enters into the well which is dug into tufa. The well then enters into a square room, filled 

with water and mud, with the walls covered in a waterproof plaster, and with the upper part of 

the room featuring the natural un-waterproofed rock. Another tunnel then reaches another well, 

which is quite deep at 20 metres, which indeed does tap into the water table with water and 

clay found within, solidifying its use as an actual well for the drawing of water. The finds at the 

bottom of the well include: remains of a bronze bucket, remains of lead sheets, a burned orange 

clay lamp with a broken handle, Fragments of a clay vase with the foot stamped perhaps with a 

“C.L.P”, outlined in the shape of a foot, 3 fragments of a vase with a naked Eros taking wine to 

a large wine krater with floral decorative motifs, and part of a large cow (Bos taurus) mandible. 

In the so-called “Labyrinth”, finds include: a corroded bronze lamp, with the handle shaped 

like a possible ivy leaf, an earring with multiple coils, 3 very worn bronze coins, a stylus for 

writing, one in worse condition with the tip broken off, 2 coarse burnt dining vessels with a flat 

bottom and broad rim, with a yellow clay outer surface. 

The scarcity of finds perhaps could indicate that this entire area (as well as the fact that 

the elders were aware of other areas which yielded finds) was explored previously, which 

would lead to a bias in the remaining finds. The remains are quite random and could indicate 

that previous ‘excavators’ took artifacts that were more valuable and left ones that were broken, 

in poor shape, or of little intrinsic re-sale value. Much likeWell 1 at Caere, there seems to be a 

ritual importance of the underground channels and tunnels where artifacts could perhaps have 

been placed purposefully (especially with the existence of the niches suggesting repeated ritual 

use) and the undulation in the floor level certainly indicates a non-utilitarian use for this 
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structure. Of course, the absence in this case of any significant finds like those in Well 1 at Caere 

makes this hypothesis difficult to prove, but the other factors in place here does make the ritual 

usage plausible.  

Cat #80 – Arezzo Cathedral Well:  

This is a similar type structure to Cat #79 with a well leading to the square room. The 

round mouth of this well was covered with a large slab, and the mouth measured about .70 m 

across. The well is made of large stones at the top and then is dug into the bedrock as it 

descends lower. There is a drain pipe that feeds into the well, made of terracotta. About 5 m 

into the well ancient finds were found that include architectural fragments, piece of a cornice, 

different fragments of terracotta and an ornate antefix, which could be from the 3 or 2nd c. 

BCE.52 Near the bottom of the well are the presence of vases, cups, dishes, and small cylindrical 

pieces of black gloss pottery with the mark of the palmette, which were quite numerous at the 

Caere site as well. Of note are Roman bronze coins that give the name of C. Ter(entius) Luc(anus). 

Finally, there were animal remains which included the skull of a calf and a young deer found 

on the very lowest foundations of the well, indicating that it was probably placed there 

deliberately, in a ritualistic manner.53 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
52 Gamurrini, 1898, 238.  
53 Gamurrini 1898, 239.  
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CHAPTER FOUR 

 

Examination of the Well Catalogue: Compare & Contrast 

This chapter will focus upon the similarities and differences between Well 1 and Cistern 

1 at Caere and a select few wells from the catalogue in order to highlight recurring trends. These 

wells have been chosen due to their similarities in construction and in artifact assemblage, and 

possible signs of ritual activity based on that assemblage or other archaeological evidence. 

I. Cetamura Well (Cat. #2) 

 The well at Cetamura and Well 1 at Caere have quite a few differences but also notable 

similarities as well. As detailed in Chapter 3, Cetamura’s well is much 

deeper at 32.5 m., and made of sandstone versus the tufa of 

the Caere well. It is irregularly shaped and varies in width 

all the way down the shaft, with the exception of the near 

the bottom of the well where the width is more or less 

constant. Water seeps in from the sides of the well through the 

sandstone and therefore connected to the water table, and thus 

the environment inside is quite wet, which allows for perishable materials 

such as wood to survive. Caere’s well instead was likely a receptacle for rain 

water as it is not connected to the water table. Caere’s well was filled all at 

the same time in accordance with its closing ritual and not used again 

while Cetamura’s well was continuously used until the end of the Middle Ages, giving it a long 

history of use, both ritualistic and practical. The presence of a large amount of grape seeds in 

Figure 21 - C15.523.2 from Caere Well, 
left), amphora from Cetamura (right) 

Figure 22 - Possible 
flower token from Caere 
Well 
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and around vessels could also be a ritual offering. The presence of food offerings in the Caere 

well has yet to be confirmed by laboratory testing.  

 De Grummond notes that there were certainly objects placed in the well with deliberate 

ritual purpose: “Some 54 votive vessels, mainly miniatures, and 46 ceramic and stone tokens in 

different shapes, some halved, all suggest a practice 

of making offerings, perhaps with divinatory 

aims.”54 The Caere well perhaps has one such token, 

a small terracotta flower (Figure 22) that appears to 

not belong to anything else, as an applique or 

otherwise. An amphora, similar to a pitcher at Caere 

(Figure 21) was also found.  

II. Pozzo Sommerso (Cat. #4) 

The well at Pyrgi, the port of Caere, is badly 

damaged by the movement of the sea inland, but a few 

similarities and differences compared to the Caere well can 

be noted. The shapes are different, as it is a circular well 

made from blocks of stone as opposed to excavated as at 

Caere. Aspects such as the depth and context are missing. 

Whether or not the well was ritually closed or filled all at 

once is also very difficult to determine, but what is a definite 

similarity is the type of pots found intact inside the well. 

                                                           
54 De Grummond 2015, 15. See Figure 28 for tokens. 

Figure 23 - Possible situla, similar to the C15.523.4 
of Caere's Well. 

Figure 24 – Ovoid-bodied Vase with one 
handle, from Pozzo Sommerso. 
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Particularly, a handled ovoid-bodied pitcher (Figure 25) seems similar to the pitcher found in 

the Caere well as well as a situla (Figure 23). It is also difficult to tell if there is definite ritual 

activity going on in the Pozzo Sommerso, but this is a possibility based on the similarity of 

some of the objects it contained, in particular lead weights and pottery.  

III. The Magnanapoli Pozzo 3 (Cat. #18) 

The shape of this well is strange in comparison to the Caere well. It is shaped in a semi-

pentagon and then rounded near the bottom, whereas the Caere well is square. As can be seen 

from Figure 25, this well like the Caere well has footrests to descend to the bottom. Another 

glaring similarity is the pots found at the bottom of the well, some of them in almost complete 

condition. Many similarities are present also in types of pots: 

ollae, beakers, and amphorae. Also similar is the fact that the 

well was filled up all the same time, which could lend to the 

theory that it was ritually closed and would explain the large 

group of vessels at the bottom of the well. The well is not 

excavated but made with large blocks, which differs from the 

Caere well. The wells of this group (the Magnanapoli group, all 

Roman Republican wells) seem to be the closest to the Caere 

well in form and function of the entire catalogue, which could 

perhaps give a clue to a date range for the well shaft of Caere.  

 

 

Figure 25 - Magnanapoli Pozzo 3. Note 
the footrests. 
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IV. Vestal Area Well 2 (Cat. #29) 

 This well is interesting because it has many similarities with the Cetamura well, in 

that is has miniature votive vases suggesting religious and ritual activity. Ollae and amphorae 

were found as well, similar to the Caere well and others, and the depth is more or less similar to 

Caere’s well at 8 m. The construction technique is similar to the other Roman republican wells, 

being made of slabs of stone versus being excavated. The top fill of the well seems to be of the 

same consistency throughout, indicating it was filled in one action, similar to Well 1 at Caere. 

V. House of the Vestal Virgins Well (Cat. #32) 

 Being very close to the previous well, you would expect the same sorts of contents are 

inside this one. The construction is similar, being made of stone versus being excavated, and has 

14 footrests on each side of the courses of stone. This well has been speculated to be older than 

the previous and also most likely older than Caere’s. The size of the mouth is relatively close to 

Caere’s, even if a bit smaller. The amount of potential ritual material is large, some of which will 

be dealt with in the next section. More fragments of vases rather than full ones were found in 

comparison to the Caere well.  

VI. Tholos Well G (Cat. #33) 

 The shape of this well is not at all similar to the Caere well, or any other well in the 

catalogue, for it is shaped like a cylinder at the bottom and a cone at the top and is built instead 

of excavated. It features a small ledge on the well floor where it meets the walls which is also 

present in the Caere well.  
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VII. Republican Well 23 (Cat. #34) 

 The construction is similar to the other wells mentioned here, but is dissimilar to the 

Caere one, in that it is made of with rounded slabs of stone. It does have footrests, however, 

similar to Caere. This well likely was ritually closed because of the large amount of pots thrown 

in the bottom of the well. 

VIII. Villanovan Well (Cat. #39) 

 This well stands out because of the fact it is the only one in the catalogue to contain 

turtle shell. It shares a few similarities with the Caere well, such as two intact amphorae and 

lead weights that were recovered, but it seems to have general similarities with all the wells of 

the catalogue.  

IX. Lapis Niger Well (Cat. #53) 

By virtue of this well being in the same room as the Tholos Well G mentioned earlier, a 

lot of the material is very similar. The assemblage is indeed quite rich with artifacts with 

possible ritual usage, including vases. Its construction is also very similar, being made of 

courses of stone.  
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X. Cistern 1 (Cat. #64) 

This cistern, in addition to the Fire Debris Well, is the 

only cistern to contain human remains. It shares little 

with the Caere well. The fact that there are human 

remains in these wells could suggest a ritual 

placement, or, could simply be accidental.  

XI. Forum of Caesar Well (Cat. #74) 

  The contents of this well are very similar to 

the others that have been included in this section. It is 

one of the more shallow wells at 3 m, and shares the 

circular shape and semi-circular footrests which 

appear to be a feature of Roman Republican wells. The 

width of the well seems to also be standard at 75 cm. 

This well has the most in common with the Cetamura 

well in terms of the artifacts found inside of it. As 

mentioned previously, the footrests seem to be a feature 

of Roman Republican wells, and this well certainly 

seems to fit that description.  

XII. Fire Debris Cistern (Cat. #9) 

 Like Cistern 1 mentioned earlier, this cistern was included because of the fact it has a 

sub-adult skeleton in it. This cistern is peculiar because of the fact that most of what is inside of 

it is burnt, which it unique amongst the wells in the catalogue.    

Figure 26 - Forum of Caesar Well. Note that SU 
5317 is the level where the miniature votive 
ceramics were found. 
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Structural Similarities and Differences of Selected Wells 

 It seems that there are some familiar patterns, aside from the contents, between the 

wells that have been chosen here in terms of construction and features. Most of the wells also 

seem to be made of courses of stone, rather than excavated and plastered, but this also depends 

on the geology of the area where they were dug. The width of a well seems to fluctuate from 70 

cm to 1 m, but all seem to have the right amount of space for an adult sized person to fit down 

the shaft. The wells vary in shape, but most of them are circular or in rounded form, with 

Caere’s well being the only exception. The depth of the wells seems to vary greatly, which could 

have been in antiquity a result of the varying height of the water table.  

 The vast majority of these wells also seem to have roughly the same chronology, 

being made sometime between the very early and late Republican period. One element that 

seems to be recurring is the presence of footrests built into the walls of the well or cistern. The 

fact that the definitively Republican wells all seem to have the footrests suggests that indeed 

that is a feature of wells during this period. In addition, besides the Caere well system, all of the 

wells with footrests, the ones detailed above as well as throughout the catalogue, are located in 

or around Rome55 meaning that not only are the footrests a chronological feature but also a 

geographical one. The study of a larger sample may confirm this trend.  

Analysis of Finds: Similarities and Differences 

This section will give a quick overview of the artifact trends of wells that seem to be 

similar in the form of color-coded table. Specific finds in the context of ritual usage will be 

examined to determine their possible meaning.  

                                                           
55 See Catalogue numbers 10, 15, 17, 30, 31, 66, 67, 70. 
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The Caere Well (1)  
Olla, amphorae, situla, lead weights, tokens, shell, 
iron hook. 

 

The Cetamura Well (2)  
Miniature votive ceramics, tokens, astragali 
(knucklebones), dice, worked bone, situlae, lead, 
wood. 

 

The Pozzo Sommerso (4) 
Amphorae, worked bone, lead weights, wood 

 

The Magnanapoli Pozzo 3 (18) 
Olla, three-handled pitchers, amphorae, shell, 
lead weights 

 

Vestal Area Well 2 (29) 
Miniature votive vases, amphora, olla 

 

House of Vestal Virgins Well (32) 
Weasels, worked bone, styli 

 

Tholos Well G (33)  
Styli, wood  

 

Republican Well 23 (34)  
Pitchers 

 

Villanovan Well (39)  
Amphorae, wood, turtle shell, deer antler, 
weights 

 

Lapis Niger Well (53)  
weasel bones, knucklebones, dice, bronze, lead 

 

Cistern 1 (64)  
Skeleton of sub-adult 

 

Fire Debris Cistern (9)  
Skeleton of sub-adult 

 

Forum of Caesar Well (74) 
Amphorae, writing styli, knucklebones, lead 

 

 

Legend: 1) Sky Blue: Pots/Vases, 2) Black: Metals, 3) Pink: Tokens, 4) Forest Green: 
Miniature Votive Ceramics, 5) Red: Shells, 6) Light Grey: Knucklebones, 7) Orange Gold: 
Dice, 8) Yellow: Worked Bone, 9) Cerulean Blue: Wood, 10) Purple: Weasel bones, 11) Dark 
Orange: Styli, 12) Navy Blue: Human Remains 

 

There are certainly some trends that we can see across all of these wells. Pots (denoted 

by the sky blue colour) seem to be the most numerous element found in these wells and 

cisterns. While some of them are found in pieces, quite a few of them were found intact near or 
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at the bottom of the well. Caere’s well as mentioned earlier had all of their pots near the bottom 

of the well and the cistern. Republican Well 23 also had all of its 30 pitchers at the bottom of the 

well at the same time, and most of them survived intact. The second most numerous feature 

found was metal elements, and specifically lead. Some of these could be weights, as some were 

found inside of pots, perhaps to facilitate their sinking to the bottom of a well, but there is a 

sacred and magical element to lead as well, with things like curse tablets being made of lead 

and often thrown into wells themselves. After these two elements, there are smaller numbers of 

similarities but they probably are highly significant: that includes shells, wood, styli, 

knucklebones. The ritual usage of these elements will be discussed in detail in the next section.  

The fact that there are two wells with human burials/remains inside of them is indeed 

interesting. This is strange for many reasons as you would expect that a burial would have been 

placed in a necropolis or another official burial area, rather than inside the city and more 

importantly for health reasons, inside a well used for drawing water.56 Further, the fact that the 

remains belong to a child and a young teenager raises many questions. Was this a case of the 

child falling into the well and drowning? Was this a burial of a lost child? The latter is 

problematic although not unknown. A well from the Athenian Agora dated to the Hellenistic 

period had a mix of worked bone, human bones (identified as infant) as well as coarse pottery.57 

No mention was made as to an analysis of the bones indicating birth defects, therefore the 

intentions of the people that put them there is uncertain.58 In the case of the Fire Debris Well, it 

is peculiar because of the fact that there was fire debris on top of the child and a slab of stone 

                                                           
56 See note 26 in Chapter 3. 
57 Liston & Ristroff 2013, 64-65. 
58 Pearson makes the important note that children are “manipulated entities” in the archaeological record, 
being placed with the adult’s experience of coming to terms with the child’s death, the very act ascribing 
meaning to them, when they themselves  (Pearson 1999, 103) 



  68 

was placed directly on top of the remains. It could be a situation where sadly they did not know 

the child was in the well and closed it, or even, as Bonghi Jovino suggests, this is evidence of 

human sacrifice.59  

The Villanovan well is unique as it is the only well in the catalogue that has turtle shell 

and deer antler found in it. There is some evidence from Tarquinia of the ritual association of 

deer antler and a female deity’s cult (probably Artumes)60, where finds in sacred areas were 

quite prevalent all throughout the 6th century, fitting the timeline of the well.61 Turtle offerings 

at Tarquinia started during the early 7th century, and could indicate a connection with Turan 

and eastern incarnations of Aphrodite and Ishtar, as well as associations with the potnia theron, 

suggesting that the turtle offering is a chthonic element of the ritual.62 

Ritual Aspects of Artifacts 

Since there are multiple instances of the same sort of very specific material in these wells 

it could possibly be evidence of ritual activity. The mention of a weasel (Mustela)63 skeleton in 

the Lapis Niger well and the House of the Vestal Virgins well may in itself be evidence for ritual 

activity, or at the very least, give us a glimpse of their possible usage in antiquity. Weasels were, 

in Ancient Greece and Rome, both noted for their ferocity64 as well as feared in Ancient Greece 

because, like a black cat has come to mean for us today, they were considered a bad omen and 

                                                           
59 See Bonghi Jovino 2007. For other treatises on Human sacrifice in the Etruscan world, see Bonfante 
2012, Di Fazio 2001. 
60 Bonghi Jovino 2010, 164. 
61 Bonghi Jovino 2010b, 7. 
62 Bonghi Jovino 2010b, 11. 
63 Most likely the Mustela nivalis, as they are the only variety of weasel found in Italy and Greece (Bettini 
2014, 92.) 
64 Plin. HN. 8.41 deals with this ferocity. Book 8.41 and 20.51 deals with the medicinal uses of rue, which 
the weasel itself ate prior to fights with serpents to protect itself from the venom. 29.16 deals with the 
medicinal properties of its gall and cured flesh. 
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harbingers of bad luck.65 In Theophrastus’s Characters, the Deisidaimon, or, the “Superstitious 

Man” when coming across a weasel (gal»), he would have to throw (διαβάλῃ) 3 stones towards 

the side of the road and wait for someone to pass through so as to pass off the omen onto the 

other person, for the weasel crossing your path, and being an unclean creature, was considered 

a warning sign.66 Ussher in his commentary on this passage says that some subspecies was 

domesticated, likely the white-breasted or beech marten (Martes foina) which is in the same 

family (Mustelidae) as the ‘common’ Weasel but in a different genus.67 Since there is some 

evidence to suggest that because cats were uncommon even though not unknown to the Greeks, 

weasels were part of the household and urban landscape and perhaps acted as mousers and 

vermin-killers68, and therefore the presence of the weasel in the well could be a result of a failed 

attempt of it trying to capture food to eat.  

The presence of weasel bones in the well however 

gives one pause to consider if its placement was deliberate 

or not. An article by Concetta Masseria analyse the myth of 

Galantis, whom Ovid69 talks about as a cunning woman 

who tricked Hera by saying Heracles had been born 

successfully to Alcmene, despite Hera’s efforts to stop the 

birth. For Galantis’s trickery, she was subsequently turned 

into a weasel, which from that point forth dwelled in the home in this form.  Hercules set up a 

                                                           
65 J.A. Edmonds & G.E.V Austen 1906, Note 5, 89. 
66 Ussher 2005, note 5, 89. The person who came to pick up or move said stones would then be subject to 
the ill-omen of the weasel as a result. (pg. 139) Cfr. Stanford 1968’s commentary on Ar. Frogs pg. 99 line 
303-4, with the gaffe of Hegelochus saying his lines incorrectly (galhn£ = calm things, vs. galÁn, = weasel, 
what he ended up saying), he caused quite a stir with audience members due to the weasel’s reputation 
for bad luck.  
67 Ussher 2005, note 5, 89. 
68 Plin. HN. 29.16. See also Arist. Hist. an. 9.6 for martens and weasels.  
69 Ov. Met. 9. 281-323. 

Figure 27 - Weasel and Statue of 
Weasel/Galantis. 
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cult to her, and during the Herakleia, the first sacrifice was done to Galantis, at a shrine near the 

house where Hercules was born.70 Therefore there is an association with the house, this cult, 

and weasels, which if we consider the place where these wells are, especially the House of the 

Vestal Virgins well, these were places associated with the house and hearth. It can be speculated 

that the presence of the weasel bones could be an act of sacrifice into the well to this very cult or 

in general a form of domestic cult. Most definitely a wider and deeper analysis would need to 

be conducted to determine if this practice was widespread.  

There are also remains of divinatory and ritual objects in (possibly) the Caere well, the 

Cetamura well, the Forum of Caesar Well and the Lapis Niger Well. The Cetamura well 

especially has, due to its long history of usage, quite a bit of material. Interestingly, the Roman 

Republican/Late Etruscan phase of the 

Cetamura well that De Grummond describes 

contains almost all ritual material: the 

handle of a bronze situla, votive cups, 

divinatory tokens, knucklebones, and the 

dice were all found at this level.71 The 

presence of two gaming/chance related 

pieces is notable in that perhaps it was 

deposited in the well much like we use wells 

today, to ask the favour of Chance with a 

wish. This is also interesting because 

                                                           
70 Masseria 2007, 278-79. 
71 De Grummond 2015, 18. 

Figure 28 - Tokens from the Cetamura Well 
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Herodotus mentions that the Lydians, whom he believes to be the predecessors of the 

Etruscans, invented the games of dice and knucklebones.72 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

                                                           
72 Hdt. 1.94.3. 
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CHAPTER FIVE 

Well, or Ritual? 

The inevitable question, after the presentation of information in previous chapters, is 

whether these wells have evidence of ritual activity and what exactly does it all mean? Was this 

act of placing pots and other significant ritual items in the well an accident, or was this an action 

that has an overarching meaning? Why would the Etruscans or Early Romans have gone 

through the trouble of doing such an act in the first place? It is clear that the wells and cisterns 

of the catalogue had a definite utilitarian use, first and foremost. The Caere well has pipes 

leading to and from it, as well as water redirection systems to and from it, which make it a 

perfectly functional water reservoir. Additionally, the fact that the inside of the well was 

waterproofed is also a testament to its utilitarian usage. It seems unlikely however that, in the 

case of the Caere well, the vases found at the bottom and inside the cistern room proper 

happened to land at the bottom upright and lined up nicely along the walls. The well of Caere 

with adjoining cistern was also easily accessible and it is unlikely that the vessels simply fell 

into it accidentally during its regular usage and were lost, as it may have happened in much 

deeper wells. The stratigraphy shows that the well was clean when the vases were put in place, 

and they were covered by a fill which sealed it all the way up to the mouth with soil and tufa 

blocks of varying sizes. It seems much more likely that they were deliberately placed there, and 

this otherwise unnecessary action has to have some reason.   
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Let us 

consider for a 

moment the role of 

water in ancient 

thought. We know 

water had a special 

significance to the 

ancients due to its 

cleansing and purificatory properties. As mentioned 

in Chapter 1, wherever there was water, likely cult 

or religious activity was nearby and as Edlund-Berry 

tells us, it “reinforces the connection to the divine.”73 

Water was also a medium through which you could 

connect with the gods, especially when the water 

was found in sanctuaries, and was thought of as a 

gateway between the sacred and secular.74 Thus, a 

well or cistern, being a place where water is held, and the water itself, could be something 

sacred and divine. We also know that Rome and Etruria shared the Greek tradition that water 

was the separation between the world of the living and the Afterlife and a journey across the 

ocean or a river conveyed the dead to the Underworld. In Etruscan art, the journey of the dead 

was helped by Vanth, a spirit of destiny, and at the gate to the underworld was Charun, the 

                                                           
73 Edlund-Berry 2006, 162. With regards to the debate of the land route vs. the sea route to the 
Underworld, see Krauskopf 2006, 67. 
74 Bradley 2012, 12. 

Figure 30 - Wolfman. Note Vanth with torch, right. 

Figure 29 - Wolf emerging from well-head. 
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gatekeeper, originally the Greek ferryman of Hades.75 In addition to those shared concepts, we 

also have some uniquely Etruscan representations, funerary urns depicting a wolf-like creature 

emerging from a well-head, being restrained and fought off by the living and looked down 

upon by the psychopompos Vanth, mentioned earlier. The wolf can be associated with Aita or 

Calu, the former being the equivalent of Hades and the latter being an infernal god in the form 

of a dog. Aita was depicted wearing a wolf-skin cap.76 If this is indeed Aita or Calu emerging 

from the well-head, or some infernal figure with strong ties to them, the people in the 

depictions seem to be frightened of him and are indeed trying to beat him back down into the 

ground. 

Perhaps the well or cistern, by virtue of it being a structure that descends underground, 

is the ideal conduit from the living to the dead – and possibly the other way round - and 

therefore the offerings and proper closing rituals need to be conducted so as to restore the 

balance between the living world and the dead world. In the case of the Caere well, it must have 

                                                           
75 Simon 2006, 47, 61. 
76 Simon 2006, 57. 

Figure 31- Aita, from Tomba dell'Orco, Tarquinia. 
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at some point gone into disuse, and therefore the conduit had to be “sealed” with the aid of 

proper rituals so that creatures or spirits from below do not ascend to the land of the living.  

One would imagine that leaving a conduit open could create problems for the living, hence why 

having depictions like the wolf-man emerging from the well head may have served as some 

kind of warning of what could happen if the proper religious rituals were not performed. 

Taylor echoes this idea with regards to water itself: 

[Water] forms a vast nether world and thereby shares the secrets of the dead. It cycles 
through the earth and air, and is witness to all things. As oracles, as the inhabitants of 
the Other Side—a topsy turvy underwater world, with its subterranean conduits to the 

domains of the dead—water gods are in a position to know things we cannot. And if we 
include the sacrificial river gods among this group, we may surmise that the very 
experience of death augments their knowledge.77  

 

The well and cistern itself must have been important enough in the minds of the 

townspeople to want to ritually close it. We have evidence from other cities where important 

buildings were ritually destroyed and items ritually buried so as to protect them.78 Some items 

were also burned, which at least one example in the catalogue has this feature, having burnt 

material mixed in with the fill.79 Perhaps what we have for the Caere well and the others is that 

same sense of preservation: a kind of death ritual in and of itself, closing the well or ritually 

disposing of a particular object so as to render it no longer useful.80  

  

                                                           
77 Taylor 2009, 30. Bolding not in original.  
78 See Edlund-Berry 1994, 17-18. 
79 Edlund-Berry 1994, 17. 
80 Warden 2011, 58.  
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CONCLUSION 

The discovery of a series of pots at the bottom of a well and around the interior 

perimeter of a cistern in Caere was what sparked an intense search for the reason why this was 

done. Only a small portion of the vast number of excavated wells of Etruria and Latium was 

examined, but this preliminary analysis has shown that the case of Caere is not unique, and 

there are recurring patterns that need to be further investigated. 

Based on the archaeological evidence of Caere and our notions of Etruscan religion, it 

can be reasonably asserted that the objects were placed in the well and then covered with debris 

to close off the well in the proper way as prescribed by ritual, so that the conduit the well 

represented extending into the depths of the earth might not be kept open allowing the spirits 

of the dead to emerge from it. This small portion of research could become a much more 

ambitious project and perhaps include a larger sample of wells and cisterns across Italy and 

comparisons with other ancient Mediterranean cultures at a later time as much more work 

needs to be done to explore this phenomenon further, and to see to what extent this practice 

pervades the ancient world over a longer period of time.  
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