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CHAPTER I.

THE CALLING OF BENJAMIN.

Now it came to pass, in the six-and-thirtieth year of the

reign of Victoria, and in the fifth month of the year, that

the Lord appeared unto Benjamin of Israel (for such is his

name being interpreted) in a vision, and said : Arise, thou,

awake from thy sleep, O Benjamin, for I have chosen thee

to bear my message unto the people of this land. And
Benjamin answered and said : Who am I, and what is my
father's house, that the Lord should have chosen me ? And
behold, now, I am not of their race and nation

;
peradven-

ture they will not listen to my words—yea, they will scoff at

my teaching, as in days that are gone. (For aforetime

Benjamin had stood forth as a prophet among the people;
but they had rejected him, and despised his teaching.)

Thou knowest that of old I sought to lead them in the right

path ; but they would none of me
;
yea, cast me forth

from the pleasant places that my soul doth love into the

wilderness where no pasture is. And, behold, now they

have exalted Gladstone, mine enemy, whom my soul hateth,

and have made him their ruler.

And the Lord answered and said : Fear not, Benjamin,
ray son, for I am with thee. And, lo, now I will smite the

people with blindness, so that they shall not see clearly the

thing that is. Then shall they, being blind, turn upon this

man Gladstone, whom thou hatest, and shall drive him
from his place ; and thou shalt rule in his stead. And
when thou art lifted up, and seated in the high places of
the land, fear not, neither be dismayed, but proclaim unto
the people the new gospel that shall be given unto tbee
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And this shall be for a sign unto thee, that the fulness

of time is come : a new name shall be given un'o thee
;

thou shalt no more be called De Israeli, but Beaconsfield
shall thy name be called ; for thou art set for a beacon
unto the people of England, a stiff-necked and perverse
generation, that have need of a sign.

And Benjamin bowed himself down in the place, and
said : I am thy servant, the son of thine handmaid. All

that thou hast commanded me, that will I do.

And the Lord departed from him, and behold it was but
a vision ; but the man Benjamin pondered these things in

his heart, and waited till the time should come.

CHAPTER II.

THE COVENANT BETWEEN THE PRIESTS AND THOSE THAT
SOLD BEER—THE SPEECH OP BENJAMIN.

And behold, in the seventh month of the same year, a great

blindness fell upon the people, and rage filled their hearts.

And in their bhndness they turned upon Gladstone the
Liberal, the ruler of the land, and all his great deeds were
as though they had not been ; they remembered not the
mighty things he had done, but drove him forth into the
wilderness.

Then did the Priests and Levites, who ministered in the
temples, make a covenant with those who sold Beer, which
thing is an abomination in the land and they said unto
Benjamin : Come, thou, and rule over us. Behold, now, if

thou wilt deal well with us, and remember us for good,
when thou sittest in thine high place, we will be on thy
side. We will no more be on the side of Gladstone the
Liberal, for he hath robbed us of our goods

;
yea, even the

house of the Lord hath he despoiled, and taken away the
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revenues thereof. And, moreover, he hath purposed to in-

struct the children of the people, and bring them up in all

the learning of the land, which thing will work evil unto

the priests, for who that is wise will give heed unto our

words ?

And likewise said those who sold Beer ; for they said : If

the people be instructed, they will drink no more beer.

Wherefore, they agreed together with those who ministered

in the temples, though aforetime there had been enmity

between them ; but the enmity they bore to Gladstone the

Liberal was greater than their enmity towards one another
;

therefore were they one.

And Benjamin hearkened unto their words, and made
promises unto them, and said : Lo, now, if ye will be on
my side, and will turn the hearts of the people unto me, I

will remember you for good in the day of my power. And
they made a covenant thereto.

Then did the Priests and those who sold Beer speak unto

the people ; and the people, in their blindness, not being

able to see clearly the thing that is, gave heed unto their

words, and shouted with a loud voice : We will have Ben-

jamin to rule over us.

But there were certain of the people of the land that did

not agree thereto ; and they spake unto the people ; but

their words were as the wind that no man heedeth.

And when the day came that they should make choice

of a ruler, behold those that were in favour of Benjamin
were more than those that rose up against him ; so he was

chosen. And the Priests, and those that sold Beer, and
many of the people, rejoiced greatly. Nevertheless, there

were some who did not rejoice, but prophesied that ill unto

the land should arise from this thing.

And Benjamin made a great speech unto the people, for

he was ready of utterance, and could make the thing that

is not appear like the thing that is. And he said : Hearken
unto me, O ye people of England ; behold, now, ye have

chosen me to rule over you, and ye shall in no wise repent

the thing that ye have done, for I will deal tenderly with

you. No more shall ye be harassed, nor in any way dis-

turbed. Every man shall sit under his own vine and fig

tree, nor fear to be plundered of the fruit thereof. And,
moreover, all that ye desire shall be given unto you. Where-
fore, if any man of you is in want of anything whatsoever,
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let him come unto me. and he shall be satisfied
;
yea, even

more than he asketh shall be given unto him ; for see, now,
are not the hoards of Gladstone the Liberal, even all this

silver and gold in abundance, at my disposal, and shall I

not do with it as seemeth good unto me ? And greater

things than these will I do for you, for I will raise your
nation from the low estate into which it has fallen, so that

the nations and kings of the earth shall tremble greatly at

the sound of your name. And your navies shall go forth

unto the uttermost parts of the earth, even unto the Straits

of jNIalacca, which lie beyond the ocean towards the rising

of the sun, and there shall they establish your power, and
your amies shall do mightily, as in the days of your fathers,

when they went forth conquering and to conquer. Only be
ye attentive to my word. Heed not the voice of any that

speaketh against me, nor follow after those who will lead

you astray. Behold, is not Gladstone the Liberal driven

forth into the wilderness ? Wherefore should ye turn unto
him? If ye should seek unto him now, he hath nothing

wherewith to make you glad. But follow me, and I will

lead you into green pastures, and beside the still waters,

and all the land shall rejoice in the abundance that

shall flow from me, and from those whom 1 have chosen to

serve under me.
Then all the people cried with a loud voice, and said :

Great is Benjamin of Israel, wonderful are the words that

he hath spoken in the ears of the people; long shall his

dominion be, and he shall make our name terrible in the

earth.

So Benjamin was chosen, and established in the high

])lace. But Gladstone the Liberal departed, and with-

drew into the wilderness for a season ; and the people heeded
net that he was gone, for they were blind. And all the

deeds that he did in the wilderness, and what words he
spake, behold, are they not written in the chronicles of

the people of England, to be remembered in due season.
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CHAPTER HI.

BENJAMIN S DEALINGS WITH THOSE WHO SOLD BKER, AND
WITH THE PRIESTS.

So Benjamin ruled in the land. And he called unto him
certain of the great ones, and they ruled under him, each
man in his own province. And Benjamin said unto them :

Behold, now, there is no lack of gold and silver in the

Treasury ; moreover, the people will readily give me of

their substance if anything be wanting ; spend, there-fore,

whaisociver seemeth gcod unto you. And as he had said unto

them, so did they; each man in his own province spending
that which seemed good unto him. And for a season there

was no lack, so great was the abundance of gold and silver

that had been gathered together by Gladstone the Liberal

for the service of the people. And the people rejoiced

thereat, and said : L-^, it is better with us now than in the

days of Gladstone the Liberal; and they remembered not

that he had gathered together the silver and the gold.

And Benjamin bethought him of the promise that he
had made unto the Priests, and unto those who sold Beer

;

and he cast about in his mind how he should perform those

things that he had promised.

And, as he meditated on these things, messengers came
unto him from those who sold Beer ; and they said

unto him : Behold, now are we compelled by law (for

Gladstone, in the day of his power, had made such a law)

to close our houses at a certain hour every night, after

which time no one can obtain beer, or any other other
liquor that we sell, whereby thy servants suffer much loss of

revenue, and the people are greatly distressed. Wherefore,
if it seem good unto thee, remove this restriction, and
restore things even as they were before : thus shalt thou do
much good unto thy servants.

And Benjamin was glad at the thing they had asked of
him

; and he commanded that it should be done, even as

they had said. And those that sold Beer rejoiced greatly;
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and spake one to another, saying : Behold, now, Benjamin
hath removed the restriction that hindered our trade, and
hath increased our gains. Wherefore will we cleave unto
him, and strengthen him, so that he shall not fall from his

place ; and it shall come to pass, in the days that his deeds
shall be recorded in the Book of the Chronicles, that it

shall be written : And the foundation of his power was on
the people, even on those who sold Beer.

And for the priests who ministered in the temples of the

land, he did on this wise. There was in those days a
division among the priests, even among those who minis-

tered in the temples of him who is called the Prince of

Peace; and the quarrel was exceeding bitter between
them. And the quarrel was on this wise. Certain of the

Priests and Levites took unto themselves garments of divers

colours, and wore them when ministering in the temples
;

moreover, they placed candles on the altars thereof, and
turned their faces towards the East when they prayed, which
things are contrary to 4:he custom of priests ministering in

the temples. Wherefore those who did these things were
hated of those who did them not ; nevertheless, many of

the people followed after them, and rejoiced in their wor-

ship. And, seeing this, the anger of the High Priests was
roused against the Ritualists, as those who did these things

were called, and the High Priests would have taken them,

and brought them unto punishment, but the law was weak.

Whereupon they appealed unto Benjamin, and reminded
him of his promise to deal well with them in the day of his

power. And Benjamin hearkened unto their words, and
made a law whereby the hands of the High Priests were
strengthened ; and they were able to punish their enemies,

and those who differed from them.

And greater things than this did he do for them, in

order that his promise might be fulfilled. For he took the

education of the children of the land out of the hands of

those to whom it had been entrusted in the days of Glad-

stone the Liberal, and gave it back into the hands of the

priests. For the priests had said unto him : Behold, now,
the education of the children is taken from us, and given

unto men whom we do not love ; and they will bring up
the children to despise us and our teaching. Moreover,
they will not suffer the sacred writings to be read in their

schools, whereby the children of the land shall become
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Atheists and Infidels, and our occupation will be taken

from us ; for, if the children grow up in unbelief, they will

not listen unto us, neither will they pay tithes. Wnerefore,

now, let the education of the children be given unto us,

that we may bring them up in all the rites and ceremonies

of the Church, and in all the traditions thereof. So shall

our power increase in the land, and our cause greatly

prosper. And Benjamin hearkened unto their words ; and

he went down unto the Council Chamber, even the great

Hall of the nation that standeth beside Thames, and he

spake to him who was set over the education of the chil-

dren, and said : Behold, now, the priests desire to have

the education of the children entrusted unto them ; and it

is meet that we do this thing for them, inasmuch as they

were a source of strength unto us in the days of our contest

with Gladstone the Liberal. Make a decree, therefore,

that it be given unto them, and bring it before the Council

Chamber, that it may receive the sign manual. And he

that was set over the education of the children replied, How
shall I do this thing, seeing that the people are greatly op-

posed thereto ? And moreover, there are certain among the

law-givers who will not in this thing do that which is in

mine heart, but will set themselves against it. And, though

their numbers be few, yet have they influence among the

people
;
peradventure they will stir up the people against

us, and they shall drive us forth into the wilderness.

But Benjamin answered and said : Fear not, but do even
as I have said. And thou shalt write the decree cunningly,

full of words ; and in the midst of things indifferent shalt

thou craftily introduce this thing, so that the meaning
thereof shall not be clearly seen

;
peradventure it shall

escape their notice, and the thing be accomplished without

difficulty. But, if they discover the meaning and intention

thereof, there be more on our side than will go forth against

u&; therefore shall the decree be established.

And he did as Benjamin had said ; and he wrote the

decree cunningly, and in the midst of things indifferent did
craftily introduce this thing.

Nevertheless, certain of the law-givers discovered the

intention thereof, and set themselves against it ; but, be-

cause their numbers were few, they could not prevent the

decree from being established.

In this manner, therefore, did Benjamin fulfil his promise
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unto the priests. Nevertheless, he fulfilled not all the pro-

mises he had made unto the people, and he escaped on
this wise. When any of the law-givers reminded him of

the promises he had made unto the people, he replied

:

Many things have happened since then.

And this saying pleased the people, and passed into a
proverb ; so that, when any one would escape from the

fulfilment of that which he had promised, he would say :

As it hath been said, " ]\Iany things have happened since

then."

CHAPTER IV.

THE DECREE TOUCHING THE SHIP?, AND THE DECREE
RELATING TO THE EMPRESS OE INDIA.

And it came to pass in those days that Benjamin made a

decree touching the ships. And the decree was on this

wise : Let the captains and officers of the Royal ships take

heed that they in no wise give shelter or protection hence-
forth to any bondmen that may escape unto them. For
aforetime it had been the custom that, if any bondmen
escaped from their masters, and fled unto one of the Royal
ships to protect them, they should no more be restored

unto their masters, but be free. For it is written in the

book of Cowper, the poet

:

" Slaves cannot breathe in England."

And again :

" They touch our country', and their shackles fall."

And aforetime one of the Royal ships was accounted in

this matter as a part of the land.

And Benjamin, wilHng to please the rulers of the lands
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where there were bondmen, made a decree that it should

be so no more.

But the people were wroth with Benjamin on account of

this thing, and their anger was kindled hot against him
;

whereupon he withdrew the decree that he had made.

And after a season, when he thought that the people

had [jeradventure forgotten tlie matter, he made a second
decree, and worded it craftily, so that it should not seem
unto the people to be the same. Nevertheless, it was
found to be the same, and the anger of the people against

him grew so hot that he withdrew this second decree like-

wise. Yet did he not leave the matter altogether, but gave

it unto certain who were called the Royal Commission to

consider the matter, and report thereon. For it is cus-

tomary among the law-givers, if any of their number hath a

proposal that is not convenient, to give it unto a Royal
Commission, and it is heard of no more.

And in those days Benjamin s?.id unto himself: Behold,

now, this is a great and mighty Empire, and it hath pro-

vinces and dependencies in all quarters of the globe—yea,

even the uttermost parts of the earth tremble at the name
thereof. And it is meet that the name and title of the

ruler of this mighty Empire should conform thereunto.

And, moreover, there is now that great province, India,

that lieth beyond the sea : behold an enemy cometh there-

unto through the desert land by way of the North, and the

name of him is Emperor. And this name Emperor shall

steal away the hearts of the people of India from our Royal
Mistress the Queen, so that they shall no more be obedient
unto her, as of old. Behold, now, I will make a decree
that a new name be given unto her ; she shall no more be
called Queen, but Empress shall she be called. And it

shall come to pass that, when the people of India shall

hear the new name that I will give unto her, they will

repent them of their purpose of turning unto the Emperor,
and will remain faithful unto her ; and the Emperor, when
he hears thereof, will be astonied, and will return hastily

by the way he came, lest evil come upon him. Thus shall

the power of our Royal Mistress be established, and per-

adventure I—even I, who have brought this thing to pass
—shall find favour in her sight. And when he had thus

thought within himself, he went down to the Council
CharaUer that is by Thames, and proposed the decree unto



14 BOOK OF BENJAMIN.

the law-givers in a great speech. And all the law-givers

that were on his side were exceeding glad, and rejoiced

greatly ; for they said : Now shall our ruler be equal to the

rulers of the great nations of the earth, for is she not

Empress ?

But there were certain whom the thing displeased greatly,

for they loved the name of Queen ; and they spake against

it in the Council Chamber. Nevertheless, Benjamin was
more powerful than they, and brought the thing to pass.

So the Queen was made Empress ; but this name was to

be used only in the great province of India ; for in England
might it not be used. And, behold, it was found by those

who should translate the name into the language of India,

so that it might be used by the people thereof, that there

was no word in the language by which they might translate

it save 'that which they had aforetime used for Queen.
And they said one to another : What shall it matter now
unto the people that Benjamin hath given this new name
unto the Queen, for, behold, in the language of India it is

the same? And, if we translate it into their tongue, they

will not know the difference, for it is the same. And those

who aforetime had opposed Benjamin in this thing were
glad when they heard thereof, and they said : Ha ! Ha !

Behold what a great thing is this that Benjamin hath done :

he hath given a new name unto the Queen, and, lo, it is

the same. Notwithstanding, Benjamin commanded the

name to be proclaimed in India; and it was done at a very

great cost. And the people of India paid the money, for

they were taxed ; but they understood not the matter, and
the thing became a grievance unto them, and a burden
heavy to be borne.

And in those days the Keeper of the Royal Treasures
said unto Benjamin : Behold, now, the silver and the gold
are gone—even all the hoards of Gladstone the Liberal

;

and the Governor of the Ships hath sent unto the Treasury
for more money, that he may build ships ; and likewise he
that is set over the host of England hath sent for gold and
silver in abundance, and there is none to give unto them.
What, therefore, shall be done in this matter ? And Ben-
jamin said : Behold, now, the people will readily give me
of their substance, that there may be no lack ; make a
decree, therefore, that the taxes be increased.

And the Keeper of the Royal Treasures did as Benjamin
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had said, and made a decree that the people should be
taxed more heavily than they were belore.

And when this thing came to the ears of the people,

they murmured in their hearts at this taxation, and said :

Behold, now, in the days of Gladstone the Liberal the
taxes were made lighter, so that we could easily bear the
burden thereof; but Benjamin hath increased them. Yet
did they not complain openly, for they knew that they had
chosen Benjamin to rule over them.

CHAPTER V.

THE ACTS OF THE SULTAN OF TURKEY.

After these things, it came to pass that a quarrel arose

between the Sultan of Turkey and some of the provinces

that were subject to him. For the Sultan ruled them with

a rod of iron, and oppressed them greatly; and likewise the

governors of the provinces dealt ill with the people, and
robbed them of their goods ; so that no man could be suie

that anything that he had was his. Likewise did they take

the daughters and wives of the people for concubines. And
the lives of the people were a burden unto them, through
the injustice of the Sultan and his governors; and, if any man
made a complaint of anything that was done unto him, he
could in no wise obtain redress, but was beaten with sticks

—yea, some of the people were put to death. Therefore,

the people rebelled against the Sultan and his governors
;

and they said : Peradventure some of the kings of the earth

will fight for us against our enemies, and we shall triumph
;

but, if not, we will fight till we be dead; for our lives are

burdensome unto us, and it is better to die by the sword
than to Uve as we live now.
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And when the Sultan and his Ministers heard these things,

and knew that the people would revolt against them, they

sent soldiers into the land ; and they gave command unto
the soldiers that they should punish the people—yea, slay

them without mercy, till none were left alive. And the

soldiers departed ; and when they were come unto the pro-

vinces, they went through the towns and villages of the land,

slaying without mercv, to the number of ten thousand and
upwards ; and the houses did they burn with fire.

And a great lamentation arose in the land, and the cry

of their desolation reached the ears of the Emperor of

Russia, the land that lieth towards the North ; and he deter-

mined to help them, for they were of the same race, and
worshipped his gods.

And the people of England heard none of these things,

and knew not what had been done. And they looked
approvingly upon the Sultan and his Ministers ; and the

Sultan and his Ministers rejoiced, and said one to another :

Now are we in safety, for if our enemy, the Emperor of

Russia, come down unto us to attack us, the people of

England will be on our side, and will fight for us as in the

days that are gone. For af retime the people of England
and France had sent out mighty armies to help the Sultan,

and had fought for him against the Emperor of Russia, and
compelled him to make peace. Therefore the Sultan said:

The people of England will be on our side. But the people

of England had not heard of the doings of the soldiers in

the provinces. But in the sixth month of the year the

voice of one crying aloud was heard in the great city,

even London, and the voice said : Awake, O people of

England ; see to it that ye give no help to the Sultan and
his Ministers, for they have dealt evil with the people ; their

habitations are full of cruelty, and their hands are red with

blood. Behold, now, they have sent unto the land that

is subject to them, and have wrought devilishly therein
;

the young men and children have they put to the sword
;

yea, the old men with grey hairs have they slain ; and they

have taken the maidens, the wives, and the mothers of the

land, and have forced them—yea, in the presence of their

husbands and children have they forced them, and after-

wards have they put them to death.

And the people of England were exceedingly wroth at

these words, and their anger was kindled against the Sultan
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and his Ministers ; and th'ey sent unto Benjamin to know
the truth of these things; b it Benjamin, because he favoured

the Sultan and his Ministers, gave no heed to their vv^rds.

And certain of the law-givers also questioned him concern-

ing these things, whether they were true or not, and he
laughed them to scorn.

And because now the time for the departure of the law-

givers from the Council Chamber had almost come (tor

every year, when the sun is hot, do they cease from making
laws, and go into the country to shoot birds), nothing

further was done in this matt.-r, and the people were left in

ignornnce, save that they heard the voice crying in the city.

And again and again did the voice cry, and say the same
things ; and the people believed the voice. But Benjamin,
because he favoured the Sultan, believed not the voice,

and he said : We have an ambassador in the land, and he
would have sent word unto us if the thing were so. So the

law-givers were dismissed, and they went into the country

to shoot birds.

And Gladstone the Liberal wrote a book about the
things that had been done by the soldiers of the Sultan

;

for his anger was kindled greatly against the Sultan and his

Ministers, on account of the things that the soldiers had
done ; and the book was in the hands of all the people.

And, when the people had read the book, their anger was
increased yet more against the Sultan ; and they met to-

gether in all the towns of the land—a very great number of

the people— to consider what should be done. And with
one voice the people cried : We will no more help the
Sultan

; neither shall our ships nor our armi^ go forth to

battle in his behalf. And it repented them that they had
given help to him aforetime. And they sent messengers
unto Benjamin, saying : See to it that thou in no wise give

help unto the Sultan against his enemies, for it is not meet
that we should be found on his side.

But Benjamin laughed at the messengers, and gave no
heed unto the things that they said, but did that which
seemed good unto himself. And because the law-givers

were gone into the country to shoot birds, there were none
to set themselves against him ; therefore did he do that

which was right in his own eyes.
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CHAPTER VL

BENJAMIN ENNOBLED—THE SONG OF BENJAMIN,

And in those days the Queen remembered all that Benjamin
had done, and her heart was towards him for good. And
she said unto Benjamin: Behold, now, I have it in my heart

to do honour unto thee, and to raise thee to sit in the

House of the Princes and Lords of the Nation (for afore-

time Benjamin had sat in the House that is called Com-
mons) ; and a new name will I give unto thee ; no more
shalt thou be called De Israeli, but Beaconsfield shall thy

name be called ; for I am mindful of all that thou hast done
for the land, and for me who am the Queen thereof. And
Benjamin bowed himself down before the Queen, and said:

Lo, I am unworthy of this great honour ; nevertheless, as

thou hast said, let it be done unto me. And the Queen
made a decree, and signed it with the Royal seal, and made
a proclamation unto the people that Benjamin should no
more be called De Israeli, but that they should henceforth

call him Beaconsfield.

And Benjamm remembered the Word of the Lord, and
all th-^t he had said unto him ; and he took a harp and
sang :—

Great is the Lord who appeared unto me : who came in

the watches of the night.

When darkness v/as round about me : and mine eyes

could no more see,

Then did the Lord come unto me : and make known
unto me his will.

And behold now all that he said unto me ; even all the

promises he made.
Have they not come to pass ? Yea, the Lord hath ful-

filled them every one.

There is not one that hath failed : not one of all the

things that he said.

For Gladstone the Liberal, mine enemy ; the man whom
my soul hateih
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He hath cast down from his place : yea, into the wilder-

ness hath he driven him forth.

And me haih he exalted and lifted up : he hath set me in

the hii^h places of the earth.

Verily my soul is filled with good : my heart rejoiceth in

the fatness of the land.

And moreover ihe name of which he spake : the new name
that should be given unto me

;

Even as he said hath it come to pass : there is no untruth
with him.

Thereidre will I sing aloud and shout for joy : yea, I will

glorify his name.
Great is the Lord my lord : the Lord whom I have wor-

shipped.

Creater is he, and more to be feared than any of the gods
of the people.

For he hath done marvellously for me : and many wonders
hath he wrought in the land. Selah.

Thus sang Benjamin in the days that the Queen gave
this new name unto him. And it came to pass, when he
had made an end of singing, that he remembered that this

thing should be for a sign unto him that the fulness of time
was come—the time in which he should declare a new Gospel
unto the people ; and he prepared himself to receive the
Word of the Lord.

CHAPTER Vn.

THE NEW GOSPEL.

And in those days a great feast was made in the country,

and Benjamin was invited thereunto. And after that they
had well eaten and drunken, the spirit came upon Benjamin,
and the new Gospel was given unto him. And Benjamin
rose and said : Behold, now, ye k.iow that this is not tho
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place where the affairs of the nation, or aught that passes

in the great Council, should be discussed ; nevertheless, I

must speak unto you the thing that is given me. Where-
fore listen unto me, and attend unto the \Yords that I shall

speak. Ye have heard that there is war between the

Sultan and one of the States that is subject to him ; for the

ruler of that State hath done wickedly, and hath lifted up
his hand against the Sultan, his master. And moreover, ye

have heard of the so-called cruelties that have been wrought

by the soldiers of the Sultan. Now it behoveth us^.to

consider what is our duty in this matter, and what is the

course that we should adopt therein. And there are certain

unquiet spirits who have gone up and down in the land

stirring up the people against me. And they have troubled

the people greatly, and incited them to demand things that

are not meet to be done ; and this above all, that we should

give no help unto the Sultan. And inasmuch as they have

done this thing, and have sought to set the people against

me, the thing that they have done is worse than any of the

cruelties and wickednesses wrought by the soldiers of the

Sultan—if indeed there have been any such cruelties ; and,

moreover, it shall recoil on their own heads, and bring

punishment unto them, and unto all who shall league them-

selves with them. Wherefore, pay no heed unto the words

that they have spoken, but listen unto me. And this is

the principle by which ye shall be guided in all such matters

henceforth ; this is the new Gospel that I proclaim unto

}0U.

Love thyself first, and thy neighhotir only in proportion as

he is able to do thee good. Be on thy guard against him,

and suspect everything that he does ; peradventure he hath it

in his heart to do thee an injury.

And by this Gospel shall ye try everything that is, sub-

mitted to you : and, if any man propose aught that is not in

accordance therewith, let him be anathema. And touching

the Sultan, ye shall not consider that which is right only,

but that which is most advantageous to the interests of this

great country. For in all such matters it shall no more be a

question, as aforetime, of right or wrong, but of greater or

less advantage. Therefore shall ye stretch forth your hand
to that side from which ye can derive most benefit in return.

And now it seemeth unto me better to be on tiie side of the

S^.iian ; but I know that the people are not with me in this
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thing ; nevertheless, I will do that which seerneth right in

mine own eyes.

And the words that Benjamin spake were written on
many scrolls of paper, and cast forth upon the land. And
when the people had read the words of Benjamin, and the

new Gospel that he preached unto them, they were angry

wifh him exceedingly. And it repented them that they had
made Benjamin to rule over them ; nevertheless, they could,

not drive him forth into the wilderness, for the time was not

yet come that they should choose a new ruler. But they

sent messages unto him again and again that he should in

no wise render help unto the Suhan. And the voice of the

people went up so strongly that Benjamin was moved from

the purpose that he had in mind; and he,^entone in whom
the people had confidence to Constantinople, the City of

the Sultan, to consider the matter, and do that which seemed
right.

And to satisfy the people he gave him letters unto the

Sultan, saying that he mu^t in no wise look for help from
the Engli^h nation, seeing that they were opposed to him
in this thing. But secretly he sent letters unto Austen the

Ninevite, the Ambassador of the Queen at the Court of the

Sultan of Turkey, and bade him tell the Sultan to take

courage, and fear not, inasmuch as Benjamin of Israel, and
all the great ones of the kingdom of England, were on his

side. And Austen the Ninevite rejoiced greatly thereat,

for he loved the Turks, and secretly he gave hope unto the

Sultan, and bade him be of good cheer. And the Sultan

said unto him: Behold, now am I in a strait betwixt two,

and know not which to believe. Have not the people of

England sent unto the Conference a man in whom they

trust to speak against me and my people ? How, then, shall

I be of good cheer ?

And Austen the Ninevite replied : Fear not ; to satisfy

the people only is he come, and to stop the mouth of Glad-

stone the Liberal, who stirreth up the people against

Benjamin. And he knows himself, even while he speaketh,

that this thing is so, and that Benjamin hath sent letters unto

me in his own handwriting, bidding thee be of good cheer.

Wherefore, now, be not dismayed, but go unto this Cunfer-

ence, and see that thou yield not unto the demands of the

Emperor of Russia, for we be on thy side. So the Sultan

was comforted, and went down unto the Conference.
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And the Conference was on this wise. The great men
of the earth, and the Plenipotentiaries of all the mighty
kingdoms thereof, had come together to Constantinople to

consider the quarrel between the Sultan and the Emperor
of Russia. And they met daily and talked, uttering many
words, but could come to no agreement thereto ; for the

Sultan, trusting to the words of Austen the Ninevite would
not yield unto the demands of the Emperor of Russia

;

yea, even those things which he aforetime promised did

he withdraw; for he trusted in the word of Austen the

Ninevite that Benjamin was on his side.

And the Conference was broken up, and the quarrel

between the Sultan and the Emperor of Russia grew ex-

ceedingly bitter, and war was declared between them.

And the war was a great and bloody war, and many men
fell in the battles thereof

And behold the Sultan was hard pressed, and cried once

and again unto Austen, the Ninevite, and unto Benjamin,

to send him help ; but no help was sent. For Gladstone

the Liberal, and those who agreed unto him, restrained

the people, so that Benjamin feared to help the Sultan

openly.

And the war lasted many months ; and, behold, all the

great deeds of the war, are they not written in the chronicles

of the ands ?

CHAPTER VIII.

THE JINGOES.

And in those days there arose a new sect in England.
And they made unto themselves a god, and called him
Jingo, and worshipped him and all his deeds ; and they
loved the Turks. And the name of the sect was Jingoes,
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and their temple was called Music Hall, and they assembled

in great numbers to sing lewd songs and praise their god.

Now, the Jingoes arose in this wise. It hath been a custom
in London lor young men, and the unlearned, to resort unto

places where they might hear songs and behold dancing.

And it came to pass, during the war between the Sultan

and the Emperor of Russia, that these young men, being of

unripe years, and lacking wisdom, did greatly favour the

Sultan, doubtless esteeming it a great thing to be on the

same side as Benjamin. And one among those who wrote

songs for the people did write one on this wise :

" We don't want to fight, but, by Jingo, if we do."

And this song pleased them greatly, for, being unwise, they

could not discern its exceeding foolishness, and they sang

it everywhere, so that the land could scarcely bear itself for

the noise of their singing. And they banded themselves

together, and sware one to another that they would send
help unto the Sultan of Turkey ; but they did not seek to go
themselves. Nevertheless, this thing they did : on a certain

day there gathered together a great multitude of the young
men who are called cads, and there were joined unto them
many from among those who study physic, and they made
a great press in the streets, walking to and fro, and singing
" By Jingo," and praising Benjamin by name. And the

multitude grew great and turbulent, so that they could no
longer be restrained. And they went unto the house of

Gladstone the Liberal, and cast stones thereat, and broke
in pieces the windows thereof; and all because he had not

fallen down and worshipped their god, and had spoken
against the Turks. These things they did in honour of

Benjamin, and to support the Sultan ; but they went not

forth themselves to his assistance. And when Benjamin
heard these things, he rejoiced greatly thereat, and said

:

Lo, now are the people of England at one with me ; even
the young men of the land do stand forth on my side.

Now will I do those things that I have in my heart, and
will show favour unto the Sultan. Yet will I proceed
warily in this matter, lest, peradventure, the people be not

all on my side, and should rise up against me. This thing

will I do, I will encourage these Jingoes, and give them the

aid of my countenance ; so shall their principles spread and
prosper in the land
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So Benjamin smiled upon the Jingoes, and the light of
his countenance fell upon them, and they rejoiced, and
were exceeding glad, and strengthened themselves yet

more against Gladstone the Liberal, and against all those

who would not fall down and worship Jingo, their god.

And many joined themselves unto thc-m, so that they

grew a great multitude. But there were many who would
not bow down unto Jingo, and of these some laughed at him,

and at those who worshipped him ; but other some Avere

grieved, and said, if the young men be given over unto
idolatry, what shall become of the land? Verily, the Philis-

tines will rise up against it, and will take away the glory

thereof.

But the Jingoes cared for none of these things, and their

god became great among the gods of the earth.

CHAPTER IX.

THE INTERESTS OF ENGLAND.

In those days Benjamin waxed fat, and kicked, and because
the Jingoes were on his side, his heart grew proud within

him, and he purposed to do many things that it is not
customary for legislators to do. And when he saw that the

armies of the Sultan of Turkey were broken in pieces

before the armies of the Russians, his anger was increased

yet more against the Emperor of Russia, and against his

people, and he sware a great oath that he would be avenged
on them • yet did he not send help unto the Sultan of

Turkey openly, but secretly he spake comforting words
unto him. And while he tarried, behold the armies of the

Sultan were utterly broken in pieces, and could no more
fight against the armies of the Russians.

And the Sultan, seeing that Benjamin did not send help

unto him, no longer trusted in the words he spake ; and
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sent unto the Emperor of Russia and begged for peace.

And the Emperor granted his request, and a treaty was
made between them. And the place where the treaty was
signed was called San Stefano, wherefore the treaty is called

the Treaty of San Stefano to this day.

And when the thing came unto the ears of Benjamin, he
was exceeding wroth, and he cursed the Emperor of Russia,

and all iiis father's house, and swareby Jingo that the treaty

should have none effect. And he called a Council of those

who served under him, that they might consider this thing.

And, when they were come together, he gave them leave to

speak and discuss the matter, and took counsel with them
as to what should be done. And this he did because it is

customary so to do, and to please the people ; but he had
already resolved on the thing that he would do, and, if

there were any that would not agree thereunto, then must
they leave the Council

;
yet said he not this openly, but

took counsel with them.
And he spake unto them and said : Behold, now, the

armies of the Emperor of Russia have come up unto the

great city, even Constantinople, and have encamped round
about the walls thereof; and what shall hinder them to

stretch forth their hands, and take it for their own ? Where-
fore, lest this thing come to pass, and evil result therefrom

unto the interests of this great and mighty Empire, it is

meet that we send the Royal ships to keep watch over the

city, and over the armies of the Emperor of Russia. But
one of them who were present in the Council said :

" Is

not this thing contrary to the law of nations, to send the

Royal ships into the Bosphorus ?" (for aforetime it had been
agreed that no ships of war belonging to any of the nations

of Europe should enter the Bosphorus). But Benjamin
answered and said :

" Treaties be for the weak. Where-
fore, seeing that there is none to stop us, and the interests

of England demand this thing, shall we not do that which

seemeth good in our own eyes ? Nevertheless, let it go
forth unto the people, and unto the nations of Europe, that

we do this thing in the interests of the nations of Europe,

and to prevent the Emperor of Russia from breaking the

treaties to which the sign manual hath been affixed
;

per-

adventure they will believe us in this thing, and great glory

shall result to us therefrom."

And the members of the Council rejoiced greatly at the
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words of Benjamin ; nevertheless, there were two who did

not rejoice, and thought that the thing ou^ht not to ba
done; but their words were unheeded, and the voice of

Benjamin prevailed.

And Benjamin spake again and said : Behold, now, there

will be Conference in Europe to consider the Treaty of

San Stefano, and we shall be invited thereunto. Now,
therefore, lest the nations mock at us, we have need of

gold and silver in abundance. Wherefore, it is meet that

the Keeper of the Royal Treasures do obtain for us a Very
large sum, even six millions of gold and silver. And it

shall come to pass, when we be at the Conference, if any
do make a mock at us, that we may say unto them :

" What
do ye to make a mock at us ? Take heed what ye do in this

thing, for we have six millions." And it shall come to pass,

when they hear the e words, and see the gold and silver in

abundance, that they shall be astonied thereat, and respect

the greatness of this mighty Empire.

But the Keeper of the Royal Treasures answered and
said : Behold, now, the taxes are increased, and the people

do groan under the burden thereof; and, if we add the six

millions thereunto, will they not rebel, and drive us forlh

into the wilderness ?

And Benjamin answered and said : Fear not, but do even
as I have commanded thee. And ye shall speak unto the

Commons in this wise : Behold, now, we have need of gold

and silver in abundance, even six millions, to support the

interests of England. Are not the interests of England of

more importance than aught besides ? Wherefore, if it

seem good unto you, let the money be given unto us. And,
lest it seem a large sum in your eyes, we do not want to

spend any of the money : even as it is given unto us shall

it be given back unto you : only as a proof of your confi-

dence in us do we ask this thing, that, when we go into the

Conference with the nations of Europe, we may say. Behold
how the people of England do put their trust in us. And,
when we return from the Conference, the money shall be
given back unto you. Shall it not be given back ?

And thus and thus did Benjamin speak. And the Keeper
of the Royal Treasures did even as Benjamm commanded
him, and went down unto the Great Council Chamber, and
made a speech unto the legislators. And he asked for

moi]tey even as Benjamin had said, and they gave him
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money in abundance. Nevertlieless, Gladstone the Liberal,

and they of the legislators who thought with him, spake

against this thing ; and their speech was weighty and
powerful ; but, inasmuch as their numbers were few, the

thing came to pass, and the money was given unto the

Keeper of the Royal Treasures. And he forgot the promise

that he had made unto the people not to spend the money

;

and he, and they who were with him. did spend the money
freely, and were in no wise careful thereof And many were

glad thereat ; and at a place called Arsenal, where the

armour and the Royal stores are kept, there was great

rejoicing, for the money was given unto them ; wherefore,

they praised Benjamin, and reviled Gladstone the Liberal.

And Benjamin, and they that were with him, bought ship?,

and stores of all kinds ; and those who worked for them
did make carriages and waggons, and all that pertains unto

them, and bullets for the guns—a very great multitude

;

and they laboured day and night, and the smoke of their

furnaces went up unto heaven. And, when the nations of

Europe heard thereof, they laughed one to another, and
said: Behold how Benjamin of Israel doth lead leviathan

—even John Bull—with a hook, and doth make him go
whithersoever it pleaseth him. Let be now, and see whether

he will make war on the Emperor of Russia.

And many of the people of England rejoiced, and praised

Benjamin ; and the Jingoes throve exceedingly, and in-

creased in numbers and power, and sang aloud in praise of

their god. And the nation was divided, for all those who
had wisdom and skill to discern were opposed unto Benja-

min ; and even of those who had aforetime served under
him not all consented unto his devices ; two of them
opposed him in these things, and would no more serve

under him. And their names were Derby and Carnarvon,

and they were honoured in the land.

And it came to pass that a Conference was called to con-

sider the Treaty of San Stefano, and the nations of Europe
were invited thereunto. And the other nations of Europe
consented ; but Benjamin stood forth, and said : Behold, we
fear harm to the interests of England from this thing ; and,

moreover, it is not right that any part of the Treaty should

be kept secret from the nations of Europe (for it was pro-

posed that they should not discuss all the treaty, but

certain parts thereof). Let there be no secret treaties of



28 BOOK OF BENJAMIN.

any kind ; then shall the nations of Europe know that which
they have to do. Wherefore we will not go unto the Con-
ference unless the Emperor of Russia do consent unto us.

Thus did Benjamin speak openly ; but in secret he made
a treaty with the Emperor of Russia, and with the Sultan,

and did keep these treaties secret from the nations of

Europe—yea, also from the people of England did he keep
them hidden, so that they knew nought thereof. And
many other things did Benjamin do contrary to the laws

of England, for he brought the troops belonging unto the

great province of India unto Europe without the consent

of the legislators, which thing is contrary to the law of the

land. And he, and they that were with him, spake falsely

unto the people, and deceived them greatly.

And it came to pass that the Emperor of Russia, for

the sake of peace, and because what Benjamin wanted was
a small matter (though he made it appear unto the people

as a great thing), did consent unto Benjamin, and the Con-
ference met at Berlin. And Benjamin went thereunto, and
he suffered Salisbury, the Minister for Foreign Affairs, to

go with him. Now, Salisbury had aforetime been at enmity
with Benjamin ; but, inasmuch as he looked to receive

good at the hands of Benjamin, he became reconciled unto
him, and did homage unto him, and became his man,
wherefore he went with Benjamin to the Conference. And
all they did at the Conference, and all the speeches they

made, behold they are written in the Chronicles of the

Nations of Europe.

CHAPTER X.

THE APOTHEOSIS OF BENJAMIN.

And it came to pass, when Benjamin and the great men of
the earth had made an end at the Conference, and had
settled the thing that they had in hand, they spake pleasantly
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one to another, and said : Behold, now we have given

peace unto Europe, and have well pleased the nations

thereof; verily we shall receive our reward. And they

gave one to another the kiss of peace, and returned unto

their own homes. But the nations of Europe were not

all pleased with the things that had been done, and many
among the smaller nations were sore vexed thereat, inas-

much as they had hoped that good should result unto them
from the Conference ; and in their vexation they cried

aloud, and their cry went up unto heaven. And among
them was the kingdom of Greece ; for the people of Greece
had trusted in Benjamin, and in the people of England, and
had kept back their armies from war, according to the

words that Benjamin spake unto them, and had hoped to

be remembered for good, but they were not.

And it came to pass, when Benjamin returned unto

England, that there was great rejoicing among the Jingoes,

and among those who were on the side of Benjamin ; and
they did honour unto him—yea, the people of the land

bowed down before him, and he trod upon their necks.

And they cried unto him : Tread upon us, O Benjamin, for

thou art great, and we are but as the dust beneath thy

feet. And the nobles, and the great men of the land,

fawned upon him, and licked his feet, though aforetime

they had despised him, because of his father's house.

Nevertheless, not all the nobles, nor the great ones, did

abase themselves before him, for there were certain among
them who spake against the things that he had done, and
prophesied evil unto the land from these things.

And in those days Benjamin went down into the House
of the Lords, and made a great speech unto the Lords who
were gathered together therein. And Benjamin spake on
tJiis wise : Behold, now, ye know that we have been unto a

Conference with the great nations of Europe, and have
brought home Peace with Honour. And we have main-
tained the interests of England, and have built them on an
everlasting foundation, that shall not be broken up. For
we have made an ally of the Sultan, and have agreed to

fight for him against the Emperor of Russia whenever it

shall please the Emperor of Russia to make M'ar upon him
;

thereby are the interests of England secured. And the

Sultan has given unto us the Island of Cyprus for an irv-

heritance ; nevertheless, the revenues of the island, and all
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the dues thereof, shall be paid unto the Sultan, and, if there

be not revenue sufficient, it shall be made up out of the

Royal Treasury. And we have agreed with the Sultan to

take charge of his empire in Asia, and to administer the

government thereof; and in this thing have we consulted
tlie interests of England. For whereas aforetime the
boundaries of the English dominions were far o(f from the

boundaries of the Emperor of Russia, so that we could not

attack the Emperor of Russia without marcinng many miles

over a mountainous and barren land, now are we near by,

and witliin a day's march. Thus and thus hive we done
for the interests of this great land, which are paramount in

the earth. And, moreover, we have humbled the Emperor
of Russia, and have robbed him of the fruits of the victory

that he won over the armies of the Sultan. And we have
given back unto the Sultan much of the land that he had
lost, and have put back under his yoke the people that had
got free therefrom ; and this thing is for a glory to us, and
shall exalt our name in the earth. And, moreover, ye have
heard it said that the people of Greece are discontented ; if

this be so, take no heed thereof, nor think in any way that

I have done them wrong. Not so, they have escaped the

misery of war, and, though nothing has been given unto
them, yet they are a very great people, and have a great

future before them ; wherefore I say unto them : Possess

your souls in patience, and wait
j
peradventure that which

ye desire shall hereafter be given unto you. And now there

be certain who have gone up and down in the land blaming

me that I have done these things secretly, and have not

consulted with the legislators who sit in another place ; but

who are they that I should consult with them ? Am I not

Benjamin, and shall 1 not do that which seemeth good in

mine own eyes ? Wherefore let them take heed, for greater

things than these will I do. Only it is meet that they

give unto me of their silver and their gold ; all besides

that is necessary to the government of this great and miglUy

Empire will I do with mine own hand. And when Benja-

min had made an end of speaking, the Lords cried with a

loud voice and said : Great is Benjamin of Israel.

And the Jingoes, and all who did agree unto Benjamin,

abased themselves yet more before him, and extolled hiai,

even unto heaven, and they discerned not that there was
evil in the thing that he had done. But Gladstone the
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Liberal, and they that were with him, discerned the evil

thereof, and spake against it ; but madness had seized

on the minds of the people, and they heeded not their

words. Nevertheless, their words were written on many
scrolls of paper, and cast forth upon the land to bear fruit

in due season.

And it came to pass in those days that Victoria, whom
Benjamin had made an Empress, took counsel in her heart

to do honour unto him, because he had humbled the

Emperor of Russia. And she sent for him unto one of the

Royal palaces, and with her own hand tied a blue ribbon

round his leg, and the name of the ribbon is Garter. And
it is a very great honour—so much so that it is desired ex-

ceedingly by the nobles and great ones of the earth. And
Benjamin bowed himself down before the Queen, and did

homage unto her.

Bu'c his heart grew high, and lifted up ; and he spake
scornfully of those who were opposed unto him, and reviled

Gladstone the Liberal openly, and spake in language that is

meet only for base and lewd fellows of the land. For in

the pride of his heart he forgat that he was one of the

great ones, and that they who are called gentlemen are net

wont to use such speech. And the Jingoes, when they

heard the words of Benjamin, rejoiced, and spake one to

another, saying : Now is Benjamin wholly on our side, for

he useth our speech and language. But the better sort shook
their heads, and were grieved that he had said such things

;

for they said : The disgrace thereof shall cleave unto us.

But Benjamin cared for none of these things, and exalted

himself yet more, till the land could scarcely bear hun for

the pride of his heart. And when the summer had come,
and he had made an end of all his deeds, he dismissed the

legislators to shoot birds, and went down unto his house to

rest.

Now, the rest of the acts of Benjamin, and all that he
did ; how he made war on the ruler of Afghanistan, and
scientifically rectified the frontier of India ; how he in-

creased the taxes of the land ; and how he fell from power,
and was driven forth into the wilderness— are they not
written in the Second Book of Benjamin, to be published
in due season ?
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