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Killing Kennedy: the Death that Changed a Nation and the World
COURSE: American History CHA3U
SPECIFIC EXPECTATION EXPLORED: E2
ABSTRACT: This lesson series is designed for use in Ontario's grade 11 American History course. The

lesson series acts as an entry point for studying America in the Post-War period by examining the John F.
Kennedy assassination and its larger context and repercussions. Students will have the opportunity to
examine primary source evidence to make interpretations on the events of November 22nd, 1963 and the
significance of JFK’s influence on United States by internally and externally. The first lesson goes into
depth on what happened during the assassination and asks the question how do we know that the
traditional narratives of JFK’s assassination are true. The second lesson explores JFK’s impact on
external Cold War policy and this continues and changes when Johnson assumes power. The third
lesson analyzes multiple cultural perspectives in the United States during the 1960s and connects
Kennedy to the “hippie” movement through the examination of anti-war music and looks at how these
perspectives and groups impacted identity and citizenship within the United States. Finally, the fourth
lesson places students in the role of American citizens grappling with loss of JFK and gives them an
opportunity to voice their opinion on how JFK ought to be remembered in America, asking the question of
what is significant to remember about JFK’s narrative. It is hoped through these lessons that students will
be able to think critically about the assassination and its importance to the wider context of America
throughout the Cold War. Ultimately, it is hoped that JFK’s story acts as a moral guide for our students to
question the accepted narrative before committing it to the national memory.
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COURSE: American History, CHA3U
OVERALL EXPECTATION: E2. Communities, Conflict, and Cooperation: analyse how various
events and developments have affected specific groups in the United States, and relations
between the United States and other countries, since 1945
HISTORICAL THINKING CONCEPT: Evidence
LESSON #: One of Four
TITLE OF THE STORY: Death in Dealey Plaza: What Really Happened on November 22nd,
1963
OVERVIEW: This lesson examines the assassination of American President John F. Kennedy
on November 22nd, 1963. It provides students with a chance to examine primary source
evidence and reflects on several distinct perspectives.
APPENDICES:
PSD 1.1 Dealey Plaza
PSD 1.2 Love Field Airport Weather Report
PSD 1.3 Dr. M. T. Jenkins Autopsy
PSD 1.4 Kennedy’s Autopsy Image 1
PSD 1.5 Kennedy’s Autopsy Image 2
PSD 1.6 Kennedy’s Autopsy Image 3
PSD 1.7 Zapruder Film Camera
PSD 1.8 Zapruder Film
PSD 1.9 Oswald and his Rifle
PSD 1.10 Carcano Rifle
PSD 1.11 Carcano Rifle Advertisement
PSD 1.12 Magic Bullet
PSD 1.13 Oswald’s Expenses
PSD 1.14 Texas School Book Depository
PSD 1.15 Grassy Knoll
PSD 1.16 Badge Man
PSD 1.17 Umbrella Man
PSD 1.18 Babushka Lady
PSD 1.19 Dr. Oliver’s Report
PSD 1.20 Holland’s Testimony
PSD 1.21 Millican’s Testimony
BLM 1.1 Evidence #0000001 - The Route through Dealey Plaza
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BLM 1.2 Evidence #0000002 - The Dallas, Texas Weather Report
BLM 1.3 Evidence #0000003 - The Medical Examination
BLM 1.4 Evidence #0000004 - The Zapruder Film
BLM 1.5 Evidence #0000005 - Lee Harvey Oswald & his Rifle
BLM 1. 6 Evidence #0000006 - The Shot from the Book Depository
BLM 1.7 Evidence #0000007 - The Crowd
BLM 1.8 Evidence #0000008 - Dr. Oliver’s Report in the Warren Commission
BLM 1.9 Evidence #0000009 - Testimonies
BLM 1.10 Evidence #0000010 - The Magic Bullet Theory
BLM 1.11 Evidence Graphic Organizer
BLM 1.12 Evidence Carousel Instructions
BLM 1.13 John F. Kennedy Assassination Story
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Unit: The United States From 1945 to Present Day

Agenda
1. Story of the Assassination of JFK
Lesson: Death in the Dealey Plaza
2. Break Students into Groups and Give Instructions
Big Six: Evidence
3. Carousel of Evidence Activity
4. Consolidation Between Groups
Date:
5. Final Question
Learning Goal:
Success Criteria:
We are learning to…
I will be successful when…
1. Describe key political events, developments,
★ I am able to work collaboratively in groups to analyze
and/or policies in the US
primary sources
2. Analyze main causes and consequences of
★ I am able to analyze a variety of different primary sources
these developments
★ I am able to place primary sources within their larger
3. Consider how various groups have
historical context
contributed to the development of identity,
★ I am able to think critically about evidence presented and
citizenship, and/or heritage in the US
its connection to larger societal and political events and
ideas
★ I am able to synthesize perspectives to understand
multiple historical perspectives within historical context.
★ I am able to record main concepts for later use
Time Administration: Attendance can be taken while students are participating
Primary Resource(s):
in the carousel
-Zapruder Film
Assuming that we are in the same classroom all day: Desks will be pushed to the
-Photos in Evidence Folders
side of the class and evidence stations will be set up on the desks around the
-Warren Report
room. Chairs will be set up in a circle in the middle of the class for students to sit
Resources:
at during the beginning of class.
-Script of Assassination
-Evidence Folders 1-10
Lesson Organization:
-Evidence Graphic Organizer
Before: Moment of Wonder
-Technological Devices
- Begin with a objective telling of the assassination and what information is
Teaching Strategies:
10
concretely known (weather report, map of route, injuries)
- consult script of assassination story
❑ Direct Instruction
- Zapruder film on loop in background
❑ Questioning/Socratic
❑ Class Discussion
During: (Model, Demonstrate, Guided Practice, Check for Understanding,
❑ Four Corners
Independent Practice)
❑ Placemat
2
- See Evidence Carousel Instructions and give out Evidence Graphic
❑ Jigsaw
Organizers here. Students are then broken up into groups of 3 to
❑ Learning Centers
participate in an Evidence Carousel.
❑ Think-Pair-Share
- Students will travel from station to station and spend 5 minutes viewing
❑ Small Group Work
50
the evidence and filling out appropriate sections of the graphic organizer.
❑ Independent Study
- When students have observed each station they will be given time to
❑ Note Making
10
review the notes they have taken and come up with a probable
❑ Brainstorm/Map
explanation for the assassination.
❑ Graphic Organizer
❑ Self/Peer Assessment
❑ Portfolio
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After: (Closure/ Reflection)

❑
❑

3

-

Conclude by asking ‘What is the consequence of an unclear ability to
determine what happened to JFK?’ This will be written on the board and
thought about for homework.
Homework (D/F/S)/Assessment (K/T/C/A):
Accommodations:
-Share groups’ conclusion of what happened
❑
Chunking of Lesson
tomorrow.
❑
Notes/Organizers
- Write down an answer for concluding question.
❑
Check for understanding
- Graphic organizers will be checked for completion.
❑
Breaks
Lesson Reflection:

❑
❑
❑
❑
❑

Carousel
Exit Cards
Computer Lab
Video/Film
Personal list of vocab
SEA Laptop
Extra Time

E. The United States Since 1945
o
o
o

o

o
o

E1. Social, Economic, and Political
Context
Focus on: Cause and Consequence

o

1.1 Describe key social trends and
developments in the US during this
period, analyze main causes and
consequences
1.2 Describe key developments in
science and/or technology during this
period, and explain their impact on
Americans
1.3 Describe key economic trends and
developments in the US, analyze main
causes and consequences
1.4 Describe key political events,
developments, and/or policies in the
US and analyze main causes and
consequences

o

o

o
o

o

E2.Communities, Conflict, and
Cooperation
Focus on: Historical Significance,
Continuity and Change
2.1 Describe developments and/or
events of particular significance to
African Americans, analyze impact
on African Americans and on
American society in general
2.2 Explain the context for the
development of various reform
movements in the US
2.3 Analyze American involvement
in international affairs, including the
participation of the US in
international conflicts and
international organizations
2.4 Describe changes in American
immigration policies and trends

o
o

E3. Identify, Citizenship, and Heritage
Focus on: Historical Significance,
Historical Perspective

o

3.1 Analyze how various groups have
contributed to the development of
identity, citizenship, and/or heritage in
the US
3.2 Explain the impact of
religion/spirituality on the development
of identity, citizenship, and/or heritage in
the US
3.3 Analyze how the roles and identities
of American women have changed
3.4 Analyze the role of consumer culture
in the construction of identity in the US
3.5 Analyze the impact that American
arts and popular culture have had, both in
the US and internationally

o

o
o
o

Big Six: Evidence
In this lesson students will be asking the question: how do we know what we know about the assassination of
John. F. Kennedy. Students will be told the story of Kennedy’s assassination through facts that are believed to
be accurate. Then students will examine various evidence packets with multiple perspectives of what
happened. This evidence comes from various sources, including the Warren Report and other sources that are
widely debated. Students will then be asked to consider all of the evidence to answer the question: what do
you believe happened to John F. Kennedy and how do we know what we know about his assassination.
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Appendices
PSD 1.1

PSD 1.2
Love Field Airport (Dallas Texas) Weather Report - November 22nd, 1963
10:00am - light rain (65 degrees F)
12:30pm - clear skies (67 degrees F)
Wind - 10-15 mph
PSD 1.3
THE UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS
SOUTHWESTERN MEDICAL SCHOOL
DALLAS
November 22, 1963
To: Mr. C. J. Price, Administrator Parkland Memorial Hospital
From: M. T. Jenkins, M.D., Professor and Chairman Department of Anesthesiology
Subject: Statement concerning resuscitative efforts for President John F. Kennedy
Mr. C. J. Price, Administrator
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November 22, 1963
Page 2 - Statement concerning resuscitative efforts for President John F. Kennedy
These described resuscitative activities were indicated as of first importance, and after
they were carried out attention was turned to all other evidences of injury. There was a great
laceration on the right side of the head (temporal and occipital), causing a great defect in the
skull plate so that there was herniation and laceration of great areas of the brain, even to the
extent that the cerebellum had protruded from the wound. There were also fragmented sections
of brain on the drapes of the emergency room cart. With the institution of adequate cardiac
compression, there was a great flow of blood from the cranial cavity, indicating that there was
much vascular damage as well as brain tissue damage.
It is my personal feeling that all methods of resuscitation were instituted expeditiously
and efficiently. However, this cranial and intracranial damage was of such magnitude as to
cause the irreversible damage. President Kennedy was pronounced dead at 1300.
Sincerely,
M. T. Jenkins, M.D.

PSD 1.4

11

PSD 1.5

PSD 1.6

12

PSD 1.7

PSD 1.8
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PSD 1.9

PSD 1.10

PSD 1.11

14

PSD 1.12

PSD 1.13
January 1963:

Net salary 43

Receipts

Expenditures

Balance

247.12

Rent and utilities 44

75.13

Repayment, State Department loan 45

206.00

Deposit, Smith & Wesson revolver 46

10.00

Fee paid Crozier Tech High School 47

9.00

Subscription for Ogonek, Agitator, Sovetskaya Belorussiya 48

13.20

Estimated cost of food, clothing, and incidental expenses

100.00

Total

413.33

247.12
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March 1963:

Receipts

Net salary 52

Expenditures

Balance

327.55

Rent and utilities 53

78.76

Post office box rental 54

4.50

Cost of rifle 55

21.45

Subscription for Time magazine 56

3.82

Balance due on revolver and freight charge 57

21.22

Estimated cost of food, clothing, and incidental expenses

100.00

Total

229.75

Cash on hand, Mar. 31, 1963
PSD 1.14

327.55

184.70
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PSD 1.15

PSD 1.16

17

PSD 1.17

PSD 1.18
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PSD 1.19
Tests Simulating President Kennedy's Head Wounds
Additional tests were performed on inert. skulls filled with a 20 percent gelatin substance
and then coated with additional gelatin to approximate the soft tissues overlying the skull.321
The skull was then draped with simulated hair as depicted in Commission Exhibit No. 860.322
Using the Mannlicher-Carcano rifle and the Western bullets, 10 shots were fired at the
reconstructed skulls from a distance of 270 feet which was the estimated distance at the time
those tests were conducted.323 It was later determined through the onsite tests that President
Kennedy was struck in the back of the head at a distance of 265.3 feet from the assassination
weapon.324
The general results of these tests were illustrated by the findings on one skull which was
struck at a point most nearly approximating the wound of entry on President Kennedy's
head.325 The whole skull, depicted in Commission Exhibit No. 860, was struck 2.9 centimeters
to the right and almost horizontal to the occipital protuberance or slightly above it, which was
virtually the precise point of entry on the President's head as described by the autopsy
surgeons.326 That bullet blew out the right side of the reconstructed skull in a manner very
similar to the head wounds of the President.327 The consequences on that skull are depicted in
Commission Exhibits Nos. 861 and 862, which illustrate the testimony of Dr. Alfred G. Olivier,
who supervised the experiments.328 Based on his review of the autopsy report,
Dr. Olivier concluded that the damage to the reconstructed skull was very similar to the
wound inflicted on the President.329
As a result of these tests, Dr. Olivier concluded that the Western bullet fired from the
Mannlicher-Carcano rifle at a distance of 270 feet would make the same type of wound found on
the President's head.335 Prior to the tests, Dr. Olivier had some doubt that such a stable bullet
would cause a massive head wound like that inflicted on the President.336 He had thought it
more likely that such a striking bullet would make small entrance and exit holes.337 The tests,
however, showed that the bones of the skull were sufficient to deform the end of the bullet
causing it to expend a great deal of energy and thereby blow out the side of the skull.338 These
tests further confirmed the autopsy surgeons' opinions that the President's head wound was not
caused by a dumdum bullet. 339 Because of the test results, Dr. Olivier concluded that the
fragments found on and under the front seat of the President's car most probably came from the
bullet which struck the President's head.340 It was further concluded that the damage done to
Governor Connally's wrist could not have resulted from a fragment from the bullet which struck
President Kennedy's head.
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PSD 1.20
S. M. Holland
Sam Holland was standing on the railway bridge known as the triple underpass, at the west end
of Dealey Plaza.
Mr Holland :
I counted four shots and about the same time all this was happening, and in this group of trees
— [indicating].
Mr Stern :
Now, you are indicating trees on the north side of Elm Street?
Mr Holland :
These trees right along here [indicating].
Mr Stern :
Let’s mark this Exhibit C and draw a circle around the trees you are referring to.
Mr Holland :
Right in there. [Indicating.] … And a puff of smoke came out about 6 or 8 feet above the ground
right out from under those trees. And at just about this location from where I was standing you
could see that puff of smoke, like someone had thrown a fire–cracker or something out, and that
is just about the way it sounded. … There were definitely four reports.
Mr Stern :
You have no doubt about that?
Mr Holland :
I have no doubt about it. I have no doubt about seeing that puff of smoke come out from under
those trees either.
(Warren Commission Hearings, vol.6, pp.243f, 8 April 1964)
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PSD 1.21
A.J. Millican
I was standing on the Northside of Elm Street, about halfway between Houston and the
Underpass. … I heard three shots come from up toward Houston and Elm right by the Book
Depository Building, and then immediately I heard two more shots come from the Arcade
between the Bookstore and the Underpass, and then three more shots came from the same
direction only sounded further back.
(Warren Commission Hearings, vol.19, p.486, no date, but filed with a group of similar
statements given on 22 November 1963)
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BLM 1.1

Evidence #0000001 The Route through Dealey Plaza

The John F. Kennedy motorcade approached up Huston Street and made a left hand turn
onto Elm Street. The Warren Commission concluded that one shooter was located in
Texas School Depository and fired three shots killing Kennedy and wounding Governor
Connelly. The shots were fired a quarter of the way up Elm Street before the overpass.
Other theories suggest that shooters could have been in the Grassy Knolls/Picket Fence
or the Dal-Tex Building. However, it remains unclear if there was only shooter or where
that assassin shot from. Examine the motorcade from the perspective of an assassin or a
team of assassins. How would you kill the president?

22
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BLM 1.2
Evidence #0000002 The Dallas, Texas Weather Report

Examine the weather report from a nearby airport in Texas on November 22nd, 1963.
What does the weather on the day tell us. Note that the assassination occurred at
12:30pm. How would it impact the assassins? How might it impact the president's
security?
Love Field Airport (Dallas Texas) Weather Report - November 22nd, 1963

10:00am - light rain (65 degrees F)
12:30pm - clear skies (67 degrees F)
Wind - 10-15 mph
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BLM 1.3
Evidence #0000003 The Medical Examination

After the assassination John F. Kennedy was rushed to Parkland Memorial Hospital in
Dallas Texas. Dr. M Jenkins performed several restorative activities to try and save the
president. Upon pronouncement of death Jenkins examined the body in the report below.
What new information does the medical analysis tell us? What can we see in the images
taken of the former president? Why is a medical report immediately after important?

THE UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS
SOUTHWESTERN MEDICAL SCHOOL
DALLAS
November 22, 1963
To: Mr. C. J. Price, Administrator Parkland Memorial Hospital
From: M. T. Jenkins, M.D., Professor and Chairman Department of Anesthesiology
Subject: Statement concerning resuscitative efforts for President John F. Kennedy
Mr. C. J. Price, Administrator
November 22, 1963
Page 2 - Statement concerning resuscitative efforts for President John F. Kennedy
These described resuscitative activities were indicated as of first importance, and
after they were carried out attention was turned to all other evidences of injury. There
was a great laceration on the right side of the head (temporal and occipital), causing a
great defect in the skull plate so that there was herniation and laceration of great areas of
the brain, even to the extent that the cerebellum had protruded from the wound. There
were also fragmented sections of brain on the drapes of the emergency room cart. With
the institution of adequate cardiac compression, there was a great flow of blood from the
cranial cavity, indicating that there was much vascular damage as well as brain tissue
damage.
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It is my personal feeling that all methods of resuscitation were instituted
expeditiously and efficiently. However, this cranial and intracranial damage was of such
magnitude as to cause the irreversible damage. President Kennedy was pronounced
dead at 1300.
Sincerely,
M. T. Jenkins, M.D.
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BLM 1.4
Evidence #0000004 The Zapruder Film

Look at the frames of the motorcade moving down Elm street. Where does the shots to
Kennedy appear to be coming from, how does Kennedy and Connelly react as they are
shot? Consider the activity happening around the motorcade. What do you see in the
crowd? What is inhibiting about the film? What can’t Zapruder see?
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BLM 1.5
Evidence #0000005 Lee Harvey Oswald & his Rifle

The Warren Commission identified Lee Harvey Oswald as the lone assassin at Dealey
Plaza on November 22nd, 1963. Although this is disputed if Oswald was the only
assassin or why he decided to attempt to kill Kennedy, it is clear that he was in the book
depository and did shoot at the president. After firing the shots from the book Presented
below is his rifle. How easy was it for Oswald to acquire the rifle? Does it seem like a
quality rifle? Would the shot have been hard to make given the angle from book
depository and the speed of the car (11 mph after the turn)?

29
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January 1963:

Receipts

Net salary 43

Expenditures

Balance

247.12

Rent and utilities 44

75.13

Repayment, State Department loan 45

206.00

Deposit, Smith & Wesson revolver 46

10.00

Fee paid Crozier Tech High School 47

9.00

Subscription for Ogonek, Agitator, Sovetskaya Belorussiya 48

13.20

Estimated cost of food, clothing, and incidental expenses

100.00

Total

March 1963:

247.12

Receipts

Net salary 52

413.33

Expenditures

Balance

327.55

Rent and utilities 53

78.76

Post office box rental 54

4.50

Cost of rifle 55

21.45

Subscription for Time magazine 56

3.82

Balance due on revolver and freight charge 57

21.22

Estimated cost of food, clothing, and incidental expenses
Total

Cash on hand, Mar. 31, 1963

327.55

100.00
229.75

184.70
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BLM 1. 6
Evidence #0000006 The Shot from the Book Depository

Lee Harvey Oswald, the government accepted assassin, positioned himself in the book
depository above Elm and Huston Streets. If he was intact the lone assassin he made a
remarkable shot from the fourth floor of the book depository. What is the main argument
of the video below? Could the shots have been made with that accuracy and in rapid
succession from the book depository?

32

BLM 1.7
Evidence #0000007 The Crowd
On November 22nd, 1963 the people of Dallas, Texas lined the streets to see their
president. When examining the crowd around Elm and Houston Streets several
irregularities have emerged. The first and second images show the “badge man,” who
some believe could have been an assassin in the grassy knolls. What do you see in the
image? The third image shows the “umbrella man” who opened a black umbrella just
seconds before Kennedy’s motorcade entered Elm Street. What role, or non, could the
“umbrella man” have played in the assassination? The fourth image is of the “babushka
lady” who filmed the entire assassination facing the grassy knoll. However, her or the
film she shot was never found. Why might her film never have been found? What
perspective could she have shown with her camera?

33
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BLM 1.8
Evidence #0000008 Dr. Oliver’s Report in the Warren Commission

Immediately after the assassination, former Vice President Johnson commissioned a
report to investigate the assassination; the Warren Commission. The report included a
medical analysis of the assassination by Dr. Oliver. The results are interesting when
compared to the autopsy report immediately after the assassination. What conclusions
does Dr. Oliver come to? How are they different from the earlier medical report?
Tests Simulating President Kennedy's Head Wounds
Additional tests were performed on inert. skulls filled with a 20 percent gelatin
substance and then coated with additional gelatin to approximate the soft tissues
overlying the skull.321 The skull was then draped with simulated hair as depicted in
Commission Exhibit No. 860.322 Using the Mannlicher-Carcano rifle and the Western
bullets, 10 shots were fired at the reconstructed skulls from a distance of 270 feet which
was the estimated distance at the time those tests were conducted.323 It was later
determined through the onsite tests that President Kennedy was struck in the back of the
head at a distance of 265.3 feet from the assassination weapon.324
The general results of these tests were illustrated by the findings on one skull
which was struck at a point most nearly approximating the wound of entry on President
Kennedy's head.325 The whole skull, depicted in Commission Exhibit No. 860, was
struck 2.9 centimeters to the right and almost horizontal to the occipital protuberance or
slightly above it, which was virtually the precise point of entry on the President's head as
described by the autopsy surgeons.326 That bullet blew out the right side of the
reconstructed skull in a manner very similar to the head wounds of the President.327 The
consequences on that skull are depicted in Commission Exhibits Nos. 861 and 862,
which illustrate the testimony of Dr. Alfred G. Olivier, who supervised the
experiments.328 Based on his review of the autopsy report,
Dr. Olivier concluded that the damage to the reconstructed skull was very similar
to the wound inflicted on the President.329
As a result of these tests, Dr. Olivier concluded that the Western bullet fired from
the Mannlicher-Carcano rifle at a distance of 270 feet would make the same type of
wound found on the President's head.335 Prior to the tests, Dr. Olivier had some doubt
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that such a stable bullet would cause a massive head wound like that inflicted on the
President.336 He had thought it more likely that such a striking bullet would make small
entrance and exit holes.337 The tests, however, showed that the bones of the skull were
sufficient to deform the end of the bullet causing it to expend a great deal of energy and
thereby blow out the side of the skull.338 These tests further confirmed the autopsy
surgeons' opinions that the President's head wound was not caused by a dumdum bullet.
339 Because of the test results, Dr. Olivier concluded that the fragments found on and
under the front seat of the President's car most probably came from the bullet which
struck the President's head.340 It was further concluded that the damage done to
Governor Connally's wrist could not have resulted from a fragment from the bullet which
struck President Kennedy's head.
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BLM 1.9
Evidence #0000009 Testimonies

After the shots were fired on Elm Street several conflicting testimonies came out
about how many shots were fired and where those shots came from. Some of the
testimonies challenge the government investigation of the assassination which claim
that only three bullets were fired from a lone gunman. Only four minutes after the
assassination major news centres were already announcing that three shots had been
fired at the motorcade despite conflicting reports on Elm Street. How many shots do
these testimonies claim were fired? Can we trust this source?
S. M. Holland
Sam Holland was standing on the railway bridge known as the triple underpass, at the
west end of Dealey Plaza.
Mr Holland :
I counted four shots and about the same time all this was happening, and in this group of
trees — [indicating].
Mr Stern :
Now, you are indicating trees on the north side of Elm Street?
Mr Holland :
These trees right along here [indicating].
Mr Stern :
Let’s mark this Exhibit C and draw a circle around the trees you are referring to.
Mr Holland :
Right in there. [Indicating.] … And a puff of smoke came out about 6 or 8 feet above the
ground right out from under those trees. And at just about this location from where I was
standing you could see that puff of smoke, like someone had thrown a fire–cracker or
something out, and that is just about the way it sounded. … There were definitely four
reports.
Mr Stern :
You have no doubt about that?
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Mr Holland :
I have no doubt about it. I have no doubt about seeing that puff of smoke come out from
under those trees either.
(Warren Commission Hearings, vol.6, pp.243f, 8 April 1964)

A.J. Millican
I was standing on the Northside of Elm Street, about halfway between Houston
and the Underpass. … I heard three shots come from up toward Houston and Elm right
by the Book Depository Building, and then immediately I heard two more shots come
from the Arcade between the Bookstore and the Underpass, and then three more shots
came from the same direction only sounded further back.
(Warren Commission Hearings, vol.19, p.486, no date, but filed with a group of similar
statements given on 22 November 1963)
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BLM 1. 10

Evidence #00000010 The Magic Bullet Theory

Immediately after the assassination, former Vice President Johnson
commissioned a report to investigate the assassination; the Warren Commission. The
commission concluded that only three bullets were fired by a single assassin in the book
depository: one missing the motorcade, one wounding the president and Governor
Connelly and one fatally striking Kennedy in the head. The Warren Commission claimed
that a single bullet accounted for several wounds between Kennedy and Connelly,
however this has been hotly disputed. This evidence could shed light on how many
assassins were in Dealey Plaza. Watch the videos below to see contradicting views on
the possibility of a single, or magic, bullet. What evidence does each side use to prove
their point? If either theory is true what does it mean for the location and number of
assassins?

39

40

BLM 1.11
Evidence #0000001- The Route through Dealey Plaza
Guiding Question: Examine the motorcade from the perspective of an assassin or a team of
assassins. How would you kill the president?
Theory 1

Explanation

Theory 2

Explanation

Theory 3

Explanation

Evidence #0000002
Guiding Question: How would the weather report impact the assassins? How might it impact the
president's security?
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________.
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Evidence #0000003 +  #0000008
The Medical Examination (autopsy) + Dr. Oliver’s Report in the Warren Commission
#0000003 Guiding Question: What new information does the medical analysis tell us? What
can we see in the images taken of the former president? Why is a medical report immediately
after important?
Autopsy

Wound Simulation

Evidence #0000004- Zapruder Film
Guiding Questions
1. Look at the frames of the motorcade moving down Elm street. Where does the shots to
Kennedy appear to be coming from?
2. Consider the activity happening around the motorcade. What do you see in the crowd?
3. What is inhibiting about the film? What can’t Zapruder see?
What I see
Description 1

What I see
Description 2

What’s missing?
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Other observations

Evidence #0000005- Lee Harvey Oswald & his Rifle
Guiding Question: Would the shot have been hard to make given the angle from book
depository and the speed of the car (11 mph after the turn)?
Observation 1

Observation 2

Observation 3

Evidence #0000006 - The Shot from the Book Depository
Guiding Question: What is the main argument of the video below? Could the shots have been
made with that accuracy and in rapid succession from the book depository?
What I think the main idea is...

What evidence I found interesting...
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Evidence #0000007 - The Crowd
1. Badge man

2. Babushka lady

3. Umbrella man

Evidence #0000009 - Testimonies
1. How many shots did each one hear?
S. M. Holland

A.J. Millican

2. What does this mean for the assassination if this is true?
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________.
3. Can we trust these sources?
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________.
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Evidence #00000010 - The Magic Bullet Theory
Guiding question: What evidence does each side use to prove their point? Do you agree with
the theory? Use the space below to compare.

PRO

CON

Extension
What evidence is missing and what evidence is needed to make the case files more conclusive?
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________.
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BLM 1. 12

Evidence Carousel Instructions
1. The teacher will give out the graphic organizer.
a. Take one and pass it down.
2. Each group will go to one of the 10 stations of evidence.
3. At that station they will observe the evidence provided.
4. They will then proceed to fill in that section of the graphic organizer.
5. They will be at each station for 5 minutes and switch when the teacher informs them to
do so.
a. The teacher can use a bell and/or a timer to inform students of when to move.
6. The teacher will divide the students into groups of 3 by numbering them off.
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BLM: 1.13
The Assassination of JFK Story

-

-

-

-

-

November 22nd, 1963 Dallas, Texas
Rained in the morning, clear skies by afternoon with 67 degrees F
President John F. Kennedy paraded through the city in preparation for the next year's
election to raise support for his campaign
Dallas was known to a hostile city with little love for President Kennedy
Kennedy rode in his Lincoln Continental armoured 4 door convertible midnight blue with
Texas Governor John Connally and his wife, and the First Lady Jackie Kennedy dressed
bright pink dress with a matching hat and gloves
Thousands people lined the streets to catch a glimpse of the young president and
cheered as the procession passed by
As the motorcade reached the end of Huston Street it turned on Elm St. slowing down to
11 mph.
Hundreds of exposed windows overlooked the intersection from the Dal-Tex building and
the Texas School Book Depository
The following events become controversial, however we know there were at least three
shots that rang out
As the motorcade approached a picket fence, known as the grassy knoll, the first known
shot misses the motorcade completely.
According to a Government study called the Warren Commission the second confirmed
shot hits President Kennedy back shoulder close to the neck, exits hitting Kenney’s
hand, pauses for one second making abrupt turn, travelling into Governor Connally’s
back, then shattering his wrist and wounding his hand.
Third, and fatal shot hits President Kennedy in the head splattering his brains over he
limousine and Jackie Kennedy. The wound exposes the cerebellum, which splatters on
Jackie.
All three shots took place over 4.8 to 5.6 seconds. The Warren Commission claims that
a lone gunman, positioned on the sixth floor of the Texas School Book Depository,
accomplish this with a bolt action Italian made Carcano Model 9138 Infantry Rifle with a
telescopic sight
However, in the speed of 4.8-5.6 seconds this is one interpretation of the events. In that
moment the free world stood still.
President Kennedy’s death came as shock to American’s, whom many felt the young felt
the young president was a beacon of hope to the world for peace, freedom and equity.
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COURSE: American History, CHA3U
OVERALL EXPECTATION: E2. Communities, Conflict, and Cooperation: analyse how various
events and developments have affected specific groups in the United States, and relations
between the United States and other countries, since 1945
HISTORICAL THINKING CONCEPT: Continuity and Change
LESSON #: Two of Four
TITLE OF THE STORY: The Paradox of Peace: American Foreign Policy in the Cold War
OVERVIEW: This lesson uses the assassination of Lee Harvey Oswald as an entry point to
examine the United States in the Cold War. Specifically the lesson highlights the importance of
Kennedy in American foreign policy and how this policy changed after his assassination.
APPENDICES:
PSD 2.1 Oswald’s Assassination Video
PSD 2.2 Cuban Missile Crisis CIA Aerial Photos
PSD 2.3 Khrushchev’s Letter on 26th of October
PSD 2.4 Khrushchev’s Letter on 27th of October
PSD 2.5 North Korean Crisis Satellite Photos
BLM 2.1 Nearpod Presentation
BLM 2.2 McNamara Video
BLM 2.3 Kennedy’s Decision Instructions
BLM 2.4 Oswald Assassination Story
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Unit: The United States From 1945 to Present Day
Lesson: A Paradox of Peace
Big Six: Continuity and Change
Date:

Agenda
1. Share Conclusions on the story of JFK
2. Video and Narrative of Oswald
3. NearPod: The US on the International Stage after WWII
4. Kennedy’s Decision Activity
5. Results and Consequences of the Cuban Missile Crisis
6. JFK’s death and the External Implications
Success Criteria:
★ I am able to work collaboratively in groups to analyze
primary sources
★ I am able to place primary sources within their larger
historical context
★ I am able to think critically about evidence presented and its
connection to larger societal and political events and ideas
★ I am able to record main concepts for later use
★ I am able to use technology to enhance my learning

Learning Goal:
We are learning to…
1. Describe key developments in
science/technology, key political developments
and policies,
2. Explain the context for various reform
movements and their contributions to American
identity
3. Analyze American involvement in international
affairs
Time
Administration: Attendance
Lesson Organization:
- Groups will share their conclusions based on the evidence viewed the day
10
before on what happened to JFK (turn and talk, popcorn)
- We want students to get an understanding of the different theories,
autopsy vs. brain simulation, relatively unknown players in the
assassination, how did they kill the president, how many shots were
heard, do they agree with the magic bullet theory, probability of the shot.
Before: Moment of Wonder
5
- Begin with video clip of Oswald’s shooting (1st minute only) and then
tell Oswald’s story (consult script of Oswald Story)
-

15

25

7
10

Primary Resource:
-Video of Oswald Being Shot
-Aerial Photos of Cuba and
North Korea
Resources:
-Script of Oswald Story
- NearPod Lecture
-Youtube Video Links

Teaching Strategies:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NQpoHclNwTk

During: (Model, Demonstrate, Guided Practice, Check for Understanding,
Independent Practice)
- NearPod Lesson: Capitalism and Democracy, Communism, Bay of Pigs,
Cuban Missile Crisis
https://share.nearpod.com/vsph/7wspxhVpMI
- See Kennedy’s Decision Instructions to complete the class activity: Look
at aerial images of Cuba and letters from Khrushchev, you are Kennedy
deciding how to react to the missiles
- Students will work in same groups as previous day to analyze evidence
and determine their position
- What did we learn from Kennedy that we can apply to Trump
and North Korea?
- Video: 1:54 to 9:41
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N0suadZ6AmM
- Continue NearPod: Kennedy’s decision, the continuity and change of
policy from Kennedy to Johnson, Vietnam War

❑
❑
❑
❑
❑
❑
❑
❑
❑
❑
❑
❑
❑
❑
❑
❑

Direct Instruction
Questioning/Socratic
Class Discussion
Four Corners
Placemat
Jigsaw
Learning Centers
Think-Pair-Share
Small Group Work
Independent Study
Note Making
Brainstorm/Map
Graphic Organizer
Self/Peer Assessment
Portfolio
Carousel
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3

-

After: (Closure/ Reflection)
Kennedy’s decision to say no saves the world, he strikes an agreement
with the Soviet Union to remove nukes from Turkey if they remove
nukes from Cuba, ultimately giving him a title of a man of peace
- For homework: Food for Thought- decide what was one major continuity
and one major change after JFK’s death and explain the impact on the US
on the international stage.
Homework (D/F/S)/Assessment (K/T/C/A):
Accommodations:
Graphic organizers will be checked for completion.
❑
Chunking of Lesson
Participation in NearPod Discussion Board and class
❑
Notes/Organizers
discussions will be formatively assessed.
❑
Check for understanding
The ability to draw inferences, make connections, and
❑
Breaks
think critically is the main goal of assessment.
For homework: Answer Food for Thought Question
Lesson Reflection:

❑
❑
❑

❑
❑
❑

Exit Cards
Computer Lab
Video/Film

Personal list of vocab
SEA Laptop
Extra Time

❑
❑

E. The United States Since 1945
o
o
o

o

o
o

E1. Social, Economic, and Political
Context
Focus on: Cause and Consequence

o

1.1 Describe key social trends and
developments in the US during this
period, analyze main causes and
consequences
1.2 Describe key developments in
science and/or technology during this
period, and explain their impact on
Americans
1.3 Describe key economic trends and
developments in the US, analyze main
causes and consequences
1.4 Describe key political events,
developments, and/or policies in the
US and analyze main causes and
consequences

o

o

o
o

o

E2.Communities, Conflict, and
Cooperation
Focus on: Historical Significance,
Continuity and Change
2.1 Describe developments and/or
events of particular significance to
African Americans, analyze impact
on African Americans and on
American society in general
2.2 Explain the context for the
development of various reform
movements in the US
2.3 Analyze American involvement
in international affairs, including the
participation of the US in
international conflicts and
international organizations
2.4 Describe changes in American
immigration policies and trends

o
o

E3. Identify, Citizenship, and Heritage
Focus on: Historical Significance,
Historical Perspective

o

3.1 Analyze how various groups have
contributed to the development of
identity, citizenship, and/or heritage in
the US
3.2 Explain the impact of
religion/spirituality on the development
of identity, citizenship, and/or heritage in
the US
3.3 Analyze how the roles and identities
of American women have changed
3.4 Analyze the role of consumer culture
in the construction of identity in the US
3.5 Analyze the impact that American
arts and popular culture have had, both in
the US and internationally

o

o
o
o

Big Six: Continuity and Change
In this lesson students will focusing on the Bay of Pigs and the Cuban Missile Crisis, looking at the external policy
decisions Kennedy made while president during the Cold War. Students will then look at what decisions and actions
continued after Kennedy’s assassination when Johnson took over and what changed and why. Specifically the class will
analyze, using Vietnam, how America’s external policy changed with the Johnson presidency.
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PSD 2.1
Oswald’s Shooting
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NQpoHclNwTk

PSD 2.2
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53

54

PSD 2.3

55

PSD 2.4

56

57

58

59

PSD 2.5
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BLM 2.1
Nearpod Presentation
https://share.nearpod.com/vsph/gUiELI1WDI
BLM 2.2
McNamara Video
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N0suadZ6AmM
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BLM 2.3
Kennedy’s Decision Instructions
1. Introduce the idea that Kennedy needed to make a choice in October 1962 between
peace and war with the Soviets and Cubans. He faced a delicate situation.
2. Direct students to look at the seven aerial photos that Kennedy possessed. Ask them to
decide what these photos tell us. What do we see? What are the justifications for going
to war? The students are doing this in groups of four.
3. Tell the students that Kennedy has also received word from the Soviets, however, in the
two correspondences they have gained conflicting messages. One half of the group of
four will read one letter and the other half of the group will read the other letter.
4. Groups will discuss what Khrushchev is saying and what he hopes to achieve.
5. Weighing Khrushchev’s message with Kennedy’s intel on Cuba, make a decision with
your group members about what you would do in this situation.
6. Introduce the North Korean Crisis. Ask the students what similarities and/or differences
Trump faces in this situation? What can Trump learn from Kennedy’s example?
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BLM: 2.4
Lee Harvey Oswald Story
-

-

-

-

-

-

-

Show video of Oswald being shot (first one minutes)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NQpoHclNwTk
Two days after the assassination in the basement of the Dallas police department,
Oswald is shot clutches his abdomen and falls to the ground. He is rushed to Parkland
Memorial, the same hospital that treated the president two days earlier, where he dies
an hour and forty minutes later.
Oswald’s assassin, Jack Ruby, was local night club owner with strong ties to organized
crime. He killed Oswald on live television with a 38’ revolver.
Ruby only admitted to killing Oswald so Jackie Kennedy would not have to face him in
court. However, it has become clear that Ruby had a relationship with several Dallas
police officers and exchanged favours.
Just hours before Oswald had denied being involved in the assassination and claimed
that "I didn't shoot anybody" and, "They've taken me in because of the fact that I lived in the
Soviet Union. I'm just a patsy!"
In fact Oswald had lived a very interesting and peculiar life. In 1956 he joined the US Marine
Corps and quits by 1959 after a tour of duty in east Asia. He then moved to the USSR in
1959, returning to America in 1962. It is clear he buys a rifle and is involved with communist
and mob groups.
Recent evidence has emerged that Oswald had visited Mexico to speak with a Soviet Spy
and apply for Cuban citizenship (a communist nation at the time)
Regardless, on November 22nd just before 12:30pm, Oswald positioned himself on the sixth
floor of the Texas School Book Depository. He peered out the window with a slight breeze
holding his Carcano. Looking into the telescopic sight he could see John and Jackie. If the
Warren Commission is true then Oswald pulled the trigger, pulled back the bolt, re aimed,
pulled the trigger, pulled the bolt, aimed, pulled the trigger all within six seconds.
Oswald later fled the scene, rushing onto a city bus and returning to his boarding house. He
later left and headed for the Dallas Theatre where an Dallas Police officer, approached
Oswald. After an exchange of words, Oswald fired four shots killing the officer. Oswald later
fled into the movie theatre where “Battle Cry” was showing and forgot to pay altering the
staff. Dallas Police then dusted through the doors of the movie theatre and apprehended
Oswald.
Oswald’s story sheds suspicion on why and how Kennedy was killed. However, Oswald is
representative of larger tensions in Cold War America. He represents, and amplifies , the
fears the American government and public had of communist subversion and influtartion.
Over, the next two days we examine the consequences and causes of these attitudes in
Cold War America.
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COURSE: American History, CHA3U
OVERALL EXPECTATION: E2. Communities, Conflict, and Cooperation: analyse how various
events and developments have affected specific groups in the United States, and relations
between the United States and other countries, since 1945
HISTORICAL THINKING CONCEPT: Historical Perspectives
LESSON #: Three of Four
TITLE OF THE STORY: Conflict & Culture: A Tale of Two Perspectives
OVERVIEW: This lesson examines the connection the American hippie and anti-war movement
had to Kennedy. Specifically the foreign policy decisions made by Kennedy’s successor, Lyndon
B. Johnson, helped to solidify Kennedy’s legacy and drive anti-war feeling.
APPENDICES:
PSD 3.1 American Dream
PSD 3.2 Suburban Housing
PSD 3.3 Give Peace a Chance by John Lennon
PSD 3.4 All You Need is Love by The Beatles
PSD 3.5 The Times They Are A-Changin’ by Bob Dylan
PSD 3.6 Fortunate Son by Creedence Clearwater Revival
PSD 3.7 Eve of Destruction by Barry McGuire
PSD 3.8 Hippie Picture 1
PSD 3.9 Hippie Picture 2
PSD 3.10 Hippie Picture 3
PSD 3.11 Hippie Picture 4
PSD 3.12 Hippie Picture 5
BLM 3.1 Wink Assassin Instructions
BLM 3.2 Song Lyric Instructions
BLM 3.3 Song Lyric Handout
BLM 3.4 PowerPoint
BLM 3.5 Bobby Kennedy Assassination Story
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Unit: The United States From 1945 to Present Day
Lesson: Conflict & Culture: A Tale of Two
Perspectives
Big Six: Historical Perspective
Date:

Agenda
1. The Assassination of Bobby F. Kennedy
2. Post War Conformity
3. Wink Assassin Activity
4. Kennedy and the Counterculture
5. Song Lyrics Activity

Learning Goal:
Success Criteria:
We are learning to...
I will be successful when...
1. I can describe key social trends and
★ I am able to work collaboratively in groups to analyze
developments
primary sources
2. Consider how various groups have contributed
★ I am able to analyze a variety of different primary sources
to counter-cultural development
★ I am able to place primary sources within their larger
3. Gain an understanding of the fears surrounding
historical context
the red scare and nuclear weapons, and its
★ I am able to think critically about evidence presented and
significance through images, video, activity
its connection to larger societal and political events and
4. Analyze how the roles and identities of
ideas
American women has changed
★ I am able to synthesize perspectives to understand multiple
5. Assess the impact that American arts and
historical perspectives within historical context.
popular culture have had on and was reflected
★ I am able to record main concepts for later use
in American life
Time
Administration: Attendance, Agenda will be Written on the Board for
Primary Resource:
Students
-Suburb Photos
-Songs
Lesson Organization:
-Hippie Photos
Before: Moment of Wonder
Resources:
5
- Story of the Assassination of Bobby F. Kennedy
-Script of Bobby F. Kennedy
- consult script of story
-Conflict and Culture
- tie to Anti-War Movement
PowerPoint
-Song Lyrics Handout
During: (Model, Demonstrate, Guided Practice, Check for Understanding,
-Instructions for Wink
Independent Practice)
Assassin
-Instructions for Song Activity
- Slideshow Part 1: Post War Conformity discuss what America was like in
Teaching Strategies:
10
post war period, McCarthyism, loss of individualism, tensions (2 key fears
❑ Direct Instruction
nuclear armageddon with duck and cover, and Red Scare) view the images
❑ Questioning/Socratic
and ask the class what they see, what is important?
❑ Class Discussion
- Wink Assassin Activity, see instructions, this activity will show the fear
❑ Four Corners
10
that was present throughout a community and the idea that anyone could
❑ Placemat
be the a Soviet/Communist spy
❑ Jigsaw
- Slideshow Part 2: Kennedy and the counterculture: the Hippie
❑ Learning Centers
Movement, examine the images and ask the students what they see, what
❑ Think-Pair-Share
is important?
❑ Small Group Work
20
❑ Independent Study
❑ Note Making

65

25

-

Song Activity: break the students into ten groups of 2-3 students. There
are five songs, two groups will analyze the same song. Refer to
instructions for activity.
After: (Closure/ Reflection)
- Conclude by discussing the importance of the these two perspectives.
What does each perspective tell you about how the country was feeling
5
with Kennedy as president and after Kennedy was assassinated? How
does the hippie movement connect JFK and later RFJ?
Homework (D/F/S)/Assessment (K/T/C/A):
Accommodations:
Assessment will be formative. The teacher will observe
❑
Chunking of Lesson
students’ participation in the activities, discussions, and
❑
Notes/Organizers
check graphic organizers for completion.
❑
Check for understanding
❑
Breaks
Lesson Reflection:

❑
❑
❑
❑
❑
❑
❑
❑
❑
❑
❑

Brainstorm/Map
Graphic Organizer
Self/Peer Assessment
Portfolio
Carousel
Exit Cards
Computer Lab
Video/Film
Personal list of vocab
SEA Laptop
Extra Time

❑
❑

E. The United States Since 1945
o
o
o

o

o
o

E1. Social, Economic, and Political
Context
Focus on: Cause and Consequence

o

1.1 Describe key social trends and
developments in the US during this
period, analyze main causes and
consequences
1.2 Describe key developments in
science and/or technology during this
period, and explain their impact on
Americans
1.3 Describe key economic trends and
developments in the US, analyze main
causes and consequences
1.4 Describe key political events,
developments, and/or policies in the
US and analyze main causes and
consequences

o

o

o
o

o

E2.Communities, Conflict, and
Cooperation
Focus on: Historical Significance,
Continuity and Change
2.1 Describe developments and/or
events of particular significance to
African Americans, analyze impact
on African Americans and on
American society in general
2.2 Explain the context for the
development of various reform
movements in the US
2.3 Analyze American involvement
in international affairs, including the
participation of the US in
international conflicts and
international organizations
2.4 Describe changes in American
immigration policies and trends

o
o

E3. Identify, Citizenship, and Heritage
Focus on: Historical Significance,
Historical Perspective

o

3.1 Analyze how various groups have
contributed to the development of
identity, citizenship, and/or heritage in
the US
3.2 Explain the impact of
religion/spirituality on the development
of identity, citizenship, and/or heritage in
the US
3.3 Analyze how the roles and identities
of American women have changed
3.4 Analyze the role of consumer culture
in the construction of identity in the US
3.5 Analyze the impact that American
arts and popular culture have had, both in
the US and internationally

o

o
o
o

Big Six: Historical Perspective
In this lesson we are looking at various perspectives on Post World War II United States when Kennedy was president
and the perspectives within the United States after Kennedy’s assassination. We contrast the conformity of Postwar
culture and the rise of the hippie movement. The lesson connects the hippie movement with Kennedy’s legacy and
emotions of 1960s America through songs and images.
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PSD 3.1

PSD 3.2
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PSD 3.3
“Give Peace a Chance” John Lennon (1969)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0yU0JuE1jTk
PSD 3.4
“All You Need is Love” The Beatles (1967)
https://vimeo.com/176129699
PSD 3.5
“The Times They Are A-Changin” Bob Dylan (1964)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TlPV4wtZ6HE
PSD 3.6
“Fortunate Son” Creedence Clearwater Revival (1969)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=40JmEj0_aVM
PSD 3.7
“Eve of Destruction” Barry McGuire (1965)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ntLsElbW9Xo
PSD 3.8
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PSD 3.9

PSD 3.10
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PSD: 3.11

PSD 3.12
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BLM: 3.1
Wink Assassin Instructions
A game in which a secretly-selected player is able to kill others by winking at them. With their
heads down on their desks, the teacher selects one or more students to act as the Soviet spy by
patting them on the back twice. Another player is selected to be an FBI agent, with one pat on
the back, to identify the assassin. The rest of the class, playing the American citizens, roam the
class. In playing the activity, students learn about the fear American’s felt, real or not, living
during the cold war.
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BLM: 3.2
Song Lyric Instructions
Steps:
1. Students will break into ten groups of three and each be assigned one of five songs.
2. They will then be given the lyrics on a large sheet of paper and three markers with
different colours.
3. Students will then be asked, in silence, to analyze the song lyrics with the question what
is the main message of the song and what does it tell us about the opinions of the time.
They will only be allowed to use markers to highlight and comment on the lyrics.
4. Then each group will have the opportunity to listen to each song and consider what the
instrumentation and style of the music tells us about the message of the song.
5. Groups will then play the song to the class and provide a brief description to the class of
the previous two questions.
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BLM: 3.3
“Give Peace a Chance” - John Lennon (1969)

Two, one-two-three-four!
Ev'rybody's talking 'bout
Bagism, Shagism, Dragism, Madism, Ragism, Tagism
This-ism, that-ism, is-m, is-m, is-m
All we are saying is give peace a chance
All we are saying is give peace a chance
Hit it
C'mon, ev'rybody's talking about
Ministers, sinisters, banisters and canisters
Bishops and Fishops and Rabbis and Popeyes and bye-bye, bye-byes
All we are saying is give peace a chance
All we are saying is give peace a chance
Let me tell you now
Ev'rybody's talking 'bout
Revolution, evolution, masturbation, flagellation, regulation, integrations
Meditations, United Nations, congratulations
All we are saying is give peace a chance
All we are saying is give peace a chance
Ev'rybody's talking 'bout
John and Yoko, Timmy Leary, Rosemary, Tommy Smothers, Bobby Dylan, Tommy Cooper
Derek Taylor, Norman Mailer, Alan Ginsberg, Hare Krishna, Hare, Hare Krishna
All we are saying is give peace a chance
All we are saying is give peace a chance
All we are saying is give peace a chance
All we are saying is give peace a chance
All we are saying is give peace a chance
All we are saying is give peace a chance
All we are saying is give peace a chance
All we are saying is give peace a chance
All we are saying is give peace a chance
All we are saying is give peace a chance
All we are saying is give peace a chance
All we are saying is give peace a chance
All we are saying is give peace a chance
All we are saying is give peace a chance
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1. What is the main message of the song? What does it tell you about the opinions of the
time?
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________.
2. What does the style/instrumentation of the song tell you?
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________.
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“All You Need is Love” - The Beatles (1967)
Love, love, love
Love, love, love
Love, love, love
There's nothing you can do that can't be done
Nothing you can sing that can't be sung
Nothing you can say but you can learn how to play the game
It's easy
Nothing you can make that can't be made
No one you can save that can't be saved
Nothing you can do but you can learn how to be you in time
It's easy
All you need is love
All you need is love
All you need is love, love
Love is all you need
Love, love, love
Love, love, love
Love, love, love
All you need is love
All you need is love
All you need is love, love
Love is all you need
Nothing you can know that isn't known
Nothing you can see that isn't shown
Nowhere you can be that isn't where you're meant to be
It's easy
All you need is love
All you need is love
All you need is love, love
Love is all you need
All you need is love (All together, now!)
All you need is love (Everybody!)
All you need is love, love
Love is all you need
Love is all you need (Love is all you need)
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Love
Love
Love
Love
Love
Love
Love
Love
Love
Love

is all you need (Love is all you need)
is all you need (Love is all you need)
is all you need (Love is all you need)
is all you need (Love is all you need)
is all you need (Love is all you need)
is all you need (Love is all you need)
is all you need (Love is all you need)
is all you need (Love is all you need)
is all you need (Love is all you need)
is all you need (Love is all you need)
Yee-hai! (Love is all you need)
Love is all you need (Love is all you need)
Yesterday (Love is all you need)
Love is all you need (Love is all you need)
Love is all you need (Love is all you need)
Love is all you need (Love is all you need)
Oh yeah! (Love is all you need)
She loves you, yeah yeah yeah (Love is all you need)
She loves you, yeah yeah yeah (Love is all you need)

3. What is the main message of the song? What does it tell you about the opinions of the
time?
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
4. What does the style/instrumentation of the song tell you?
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
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“The Times They Are A-Changin’” - Bob Dylan (1964)
Come gather 'round people
Wherever you roam
And admit that the waters
Around you have grown
And accept it that soon
You'll be drenched to the bone
If your time to you
Is worth savin'
Then you better start swimmin'
Or you'll sink like a stone
For the times they are a-changin'.
Come writers and critics
Who prophesize with your pen
And keep your eyes wide
The chance won't come again
And don't speak too soon
For the wheel's still in spin
And there's no tellin' who
That it's namin'
For the loser now
Will be later to win
For the times they are a-changin'.
Come senators, congressmen
Please heed the call
Don't stand in the doorway
Don't block up the hall
For he that gets hurt
Will be he who has stalled
There's a battle outside
And it is ragin'
It'll soon shake your windows
And rattle your walls
For the times they are a-changin'.
Come mothers and fathers
Throughout the land
And don't criticize
What you can't understand
Your sons and your daughters
Are beyond your command
Your old road is
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Rapidly agin'
Please get out of the new one
If you can't lend your hand
For the times they are a-changin'.
The line it is drawn
The curse it is cast
The slow one now
Will later be fast
As the present now
Will later be past
The order is
Rapidly fadin'
And the first one now
Will later be last
For the times they are a-changin'.

5. What is the main message of the song? What does it tell you about the opinions of the
time?
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
6. What does the style/instrumentation of the song tell you?
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
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“Fortunate Son” - Creedence Clearwater Revival, (1969)
Some folks are born made to wave the flag
Ooh, they're red, white and blue
And when the band plays "Hail to the chief"
Ooh, they point the cannon at you, Lord
It ain't me, it ain't me, I ain't no senator's son, son
It ain't me, it ain't me; I ain't no fortunate one, no
Some folks are born silver spoon in hand
Lord, don't they help themselves, oh
But when the taxman comes to the door
Lord, the house looks like a rummage sale, yes
It ain't me, it ain't me, I ain't no millionaire's son, no
It ain't me, it ain't me; I ain't no fortunate one, no
Yeah!
Some folks inherit star spangled eyes
Ooh, they send you down to war, Lord
And when you ask them, "How much should we give?"
Ooh, they only answer More! more! more! Yo
It ain't me, it ain't me, I ain't no military son, son
It ain't me, it ain't me; I ain't no fortunate one, one
It ain't me, it ain't me, I ain't no fortunate one, no no no
It ain't me, it ain't me, I ain't no fortunate son, no no no

7. What is the main message of the song? What does it tell you about the opinions of the
time?
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
8. What does the style/instrumentation of the song tell you?
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
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“Eve of Destruction” - Barry McGuire (1965)
The eastern world it is exploding
Violence flarin', bullets loadin'
You're old enough to kill but not for votin'
You don't believe in war but whats that gun you're totin'?
And even the Jordan River has bodies floatin'
But you tell me
Over and over and over again my friend
Ah, you don't believe
We're on the eve of destruction
Don't you understand what I'm tryin' to say
Can't you feel the fears I'm feelin' today?
If the button is pushed, there's no runnin' away
There'll be no one to save with the world in a grave
Take a look around you boy, it's bound to scare you boy
And you tell me
Over and over and over again my friend
Ah, you don't believe
We're on the eve of destruction
Yeah my blood's so mad feels like coagulating
I'm sitting here just contemplatin'
I can't twist the truth it knows no regulation
Handful of senators don't pass legislation
And marches alone can't bring integration
When human respect is disintegratin'
This whole crazy world is just too frustratin'
And you tell me
Over and over and over again my friend
Ah, you don't believe
We're on the eve of destruction
Think of all the hate there is in Red China
Then take a look around to Selma, Alabama
You may leave here for four days in space
But when you return it's the same old place
The pounding of the drums, the pride and disgrace
You can bury your dead but don't leave a trace
Hate your next door neighbor but don't forget to say grace
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And tell me
Over and over and over and over again my friend
You don't believe
We're on the eve of destruction
Mmm, no, no, you don't believe
We're on the eve of destruction

9. What is the main message of the song? What does it tell you about the opinions of the
time?
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
10. What does the style/instrumentation of the song tell you?
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
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BLM: 3.4
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BLM: 3.5
PowerPoint Notes
Slide 1: Title
Slide 2: Bobby Kennedy Murderous Moment
Slide 3: Title
Slide 4: Post War Culture
- Students should understand the average American life in the Post War Period and the
two key fears: communism and nuclear weapons.
Slide 5: example of nuclear family and the American dream
- Students should understand the role of the nuclear family including gender roles
Slide 6: suburbanization
- Students should understand what conformity looked like through suburbanization and
victory homes
Slide 7: Title for Part 2
- Students should understand that Kennedy himself was not a hippie but many hippies
were inspired by his ideals of equity and peace
Slide 8: Example of American hippies in the 1960s
- Students should recognize the importance of individualism, rejection of conformity
lifestyle, the role of dress, hair, colours, and music
Slide 9: students should understand the difference between hippies and the new left and the
interconnectedness between them
Slide 10: students should understand how the hippie movement was both a pointed political
movement and a social fad, the duality of the hippie movement
Slide 11: students should understand that hippie life was not always glamourous, and many saw
hippies as dirty and lazy
Slide 12: Hey Hey LBJ,
- Common slogan from hippies and new leftists in the 1960s protesting American
involvement in Vietnam, anti war sentiment played a large role in uniting youth against
conformity culture
Slide 13: students should understand that drugs and a new state of mind was also important for
the hippie movement and altered conscious, helped them to feel different, and have fun in
troubling times
Slide 14 & 15: these are pictures of an anti war protest in 1969 in Washington, DC, a general
feeling of anti war and pro peace sentiment united large sectors of American society against the
Vietnam War. This was particularly true for youth and hippies
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BLM: 3.6
-

Assassination of Bobby F. Kennedy Story
Very important to JFK’s life
Is given a role in his administration- attorney general
His Kennedy’s ear- an important player in administration
Important to Kennedy’s Cold War policies
Was anti-war, pro civil-rights and pro-equity
however , he clashed seriously with the mafia and FBI
1968, Johnson prepares to run for reelection
Booby doesn’t see a victory for him
After the Tet Offensive
Receives letter from Pete Hanill
Stated that the poor people kept pictures of president kennedy on their walls
Kennedy had an obligation to stay true to whatever gave the people the motivation to
keep Kennedy close to their hearts
Started his political career as a champion of the war
Attempts to attract the anti-war vote against Johnson
Johnson drops out of race, Hubert Humphrey
Establishment candidate
Kennedy talks about equity, tax reform
Primary’s come down to california
Vote appears to be split between Kennedy, Humphrey and a man named McCarthey,
who also advocated for anti-war
Is an important state for the anti-war vote
June 5th 1968, Kennedy wins California, puts him on the path to victory
Makes speech in the Ambassador Hotel
Decides to take a shortcut through a hotel kitchen
As he goes through the kitchen, a bust-boy named Juan Romero shakes hands with
Kennedy
In the process, a 24-year-old Palestinian named Sirhan Sirhan opens fire with a 22
caliber and fills Kennedy full of lead
Is rushed to hospital and dies of wounds the next morning
Sirhan Sirhan claims his motive was anger his support for Israel
Once again, Americans, particularly young and hippie lost hope that a candidate would
stand for the democratic party that would end the war in Vietnam
And strive to make America a more equitable society
Hippie movement was inspired by his brother and believes he will be the same
Would never see their dreams, or Kennedy’s policies to be realized
Martin Luther King Jr. died only two months before
Bobby’s greatest sin in life, as was his brother’s, was that he was a man before his time
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COURSE: American History, CHA3U
OVERALL EXPECTATION: E2. Communities, Conflict, and Cooperation: analyse how various
events and developments have affected specific groups in the United States, and relations
between the United States and other countries, since 1945
HISTORICAL THINKING CONCEPT: Historical Significance
LESSON #: Four of Four
TITLE OF THE STORY: Constructing Kennedy: Remembrance, Education & Closure
OVERVIEW: This final lesson wraps up the mini unit on the assassination of John F. Kennedy
by allowing students to decide how his legacy should be remembered. Students will be placed
in the role of concerned citizens in the early 1970s and use the evidence gleaned in the
previous lessons to demand change to the American education system.
APPENDICES:
PSD 4.1 He Was a Friend of Mine by The Byrds
BLM 4.1 JFK School Trial Activity Handout
BLM 4.2 JFK School Trial Activity Instructions
BLM 4.3 David A. Kennedy Suicide Story
BLM 4.4 JFK Film Clip
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Unit: The United States From 1945 to Present Day

Agenda
1. Suicide of David A. Kennedy
Lesson: Constructing Kennedy
2. Jim Garison’s Trial Clip
Big Six: Historical Significance
3. JFK Alabama School Board Panel Activity
4. He Was a Friend of Mine
Date:
5. Exit Card
Learning Goal: We are learning to…
Success Criteria:
1. Describe key social trends and developments
★ I am able to work collaboratively in groups
key political events and/or policies
★ I am able to articulate my ideas in front of a class
2. Explain the context for the development of
★ I am able to place primary sources within their larger
various reform movements
historical context
3. Analyze how various groups have contributed
★ I am able to think critically about evidence presented and
to the development of identity, citizenship
its connection to larger societal and political events and
and heritage
ideas
4. Analyze the role of consumer culture in the
★ I am able to synthesize evidence to understand multiple
construction of American identity
historical perspectives within an historical context.
Time Administration: Attendance
Primary Resource:
-He Was A Friend of Mine by
Lesson Organization:
Byrds
Before: Moment of Wonder
Resources:
5
- Begin with a narrative of the suicide of David A. Kennedy
-Script of David A. Kennedy
- script of Suicide of David A. Kennedy
-JFK Panel Instructions
-JFK Alabama School Board
During: (Model, Demonstrate, Guided Practice, Check for Understanding,
Handout
Independent Practice)
-Jim Garison’s Trial Video
5
- Jim Garison’s Trial https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BckPa2_A8gI
Teaching Strategies:
15
- Give instructions and handouts for the JFK Alabama School Board Panel
❑ Direct Instruction
- students in the same groups as the first lesson (3 students per
❑ Questioning/Socratic
groups), create a list of 5 demands supported by evidence for
❑ Class Discussion
how the school board teaches the Assassination of JFK.
❑ Four Corners
20
- Each group presents their 5 ideas to the class. 2 minutes for each group
❑ Placemat
group.
❑ Jigsaw
5
- Break the class into thirds and have them consolidate their demands into
❑ Learning Centers
a new list of 5 demands.
❑ Think-Pair-Share
6
- Each of the three groups will have 2 minutes to present their new list of
❑ Small Group Work
demands
❑ Independent Study
5
- Now as a full class join ideas together to create a list of the 3 most
❑ Note Making
important demands for the school board on how they teach JFK’s
❑ Brainstorm/Map
Assassination
❑ Graphic Organizer
- Debrief and present what the class decided were the 3 most important
4
❑ Self/Peer Assessment
demands for the school board on how they teach JFK’s Assassination
❑ Portfolio
After: (Closure/ Reflection)
5
❑ Carousel
- Play He Was a Friend of Mine by Byrds and discuss what this means
❑ Exit Cards
about JFK’s story https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nRanxGWKF8M
5
❑ Computer Lab
- Exit Card: What is the moral of Kennedy’s story for America?
❑ Video/Film
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Homework (D/F/S)/Assessment (K/T/C/A):
Assessment will be formative. The teacher will
observe participation in class discussion and
completion of graphic organizers. Students will apply
learning from previous days to communicate their
knowledge and thinking of the assassination.
Lesson Reflection:

Accommodations:
❑
Chunking of Lesson
❑
Notes/Organizers
❑
Check for understanding
❑
Breaks

❑
❑
❑

Personal list of vocab
SEA Laptop
Extra Time

❑
❑

E. The United States Since 1945
o
o
o

o

o
o

E1. Social, Economic, and Political
Context
Focus on: Cause and Consequence

o

1.1 Describe key social trends and
developments in the US during this
period, analyze main causes and
consequences
1.2 Describe key developments in
science and/or technology during this
period, and explain their impact on
Americans
1.3 Describe key economic trends and
developments in the US, analyze main
causes and consequences
1.4 Describe key political events,
developments, and/or policies in the
US and analyze main causes and
consequences

o

o

o
o

o

E2.Communities, Conflict, and
Cooperation
Focus on: Historical Significance,
Continuity and Change
2.1 Describe developments and/or
events of particular significance to
African Americans, analyze impact
on African Americans and on
American society in general
2.2 Explain the context for the
development of various reform
movements in the US
2.3 Analyze American involvement
in international affairs, including the
participation of the US in
international conflicts and
international organizations
2.4 Describe changes in American
immigration policies and trends

o
o

E3. Identify, Citizenship, and Heritage
Focus on: Historical Significance,
Historical Perspective

o

3.1 Analyze how various groups have
contributed to the development of
identity, citizenship, and/or heritage in
the US
3.2 Explain the impact of
religion/spirituality on the development
of identity, citizenship, and/or heritage in
the US
3.3 Analyze how the roles and identities
of American women have changed
3.4 Analyze the role of consumer culture
in the construction of identity in the US
3.5 Analyze the impact that American
arts and popular culture have had, both in
the US and internationally

o

o
o
o

Big Six: Historical Significance
This lesson looks at the historical significance of how the Assassination of John. F. Kennedy is
remembered and taught in schools. We are looking at how we decide to tell Kennedy’s story,
specifically in the Alabama School Board in the 1970s. The students are deciding what the most
significant parts of Kennedy’s story are and which aspects should be taught by the school board. The
lesson delves into the American conscious by analyzing how Americans should remember and
memorialize JFK. The lesson also tackles what the morale of Kennedy’s story is and how Americans
should perceive truth.
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PSD 4.1
“He Was a Friend of Mine” The Byrds (1965)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nRanxGWKF8M
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BLM: 4.1

JFK Alabama School Board Panel
Picture yourself as a concerned parent/citizen living in Alabama in 1972. You have recently
heard about the Jim Garrison trial and investigations into the JFK assassination. You have
begun to question the narrative provided by the FBI in the Warren Commission and are
concerned with the narrative being taught in schools. Using the knowledge you have gained
over the past few days and any evidence you gather throughout this activity, create five
demands for the Alabama School Board about how Kennedy should be remembered and taught
in schools. Support these demands with evidence. Consider both the assassination and its
wider societal context.

Demand
1.

2.

3.

Evidence
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4.

5.
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BLM: 4.2
Instructions for JFK Panel
Steps:
1. Tell students they are living in Alabama in 1972 and have recently heard about the Jim
Garrison investigations on the news. Note the students will have briefly learnt about the
trial according to the lesson plan.
2. Tell the students to get into their groups from the first lesson on evidence from the JFK
assassination.
3. In these groups students will be given 15 minutes to look over their previous notes
create a list of five demands for how the assassination should be remembered and
taught in schools in Alabama.
4. Groups will then be given 2 minutes each to present their ideas.
5. Groups will then be combined to form three larger groups. Who will then have five
minutes to consult and decide on five demands collectively.
6. Each combined group will have 2 minutes to present their combined demands.
7. Finally, all groups will be combined and instructed to decide on a final three demands for
the school board.
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BLM:4.3

-

-

David A. Kennedy Suicide
On thursday April 19th in the Brazilian Court Hotel 1984
David stumbles back to his hotel room, scared, alone, and regretful
David had dropped out of Harvard, gained drug and alcohol addictions and continued to
mourn the death of his father
The walls were closing in on David, struggling to live up to the image of his father, trying
to maintain the good name of his family
David faced additional pressure from the American people, many of whom believed him
to be the next great Kennedy and saw his life as the answer to the problems of his time
David was tired of living on outskirts of life, unable to reconcile separate world’s that he
could not belong to, a normal life that a Kennedy could not live, and the world of politics
that came with it the expectations of his name.
Drank pop around his family, knew he suffering from drug abuse
David spent his last five days with his family, drinking soda instead of his drink of choice,
vodka
As soon as his family was out of sight, leaving the family vacation, David a guzzled a
bottle of Vodka and overdosed on prescription drugs in his hotel room
This included 1.3 grams of high-quality cocaine
After taking his final line, David died between the twin beds of his hotel room
Was wearing baggy shorts, a preppy pink shirt, brown socks and off-white top siders
He was alone, was depressed, but had partied for five days prior to his death
Had never overcome his father’s death
Watches his father claim california primary presidential victory when he’s 12 in 1968
Moments later word of his passing comes up on the screen, the assassination of the
man he cherishes most in his life
Had a particularly strong bond with his father
A shy and introverted kid, yet was very promiscuous while at Harvard
Son of Bobby Kennedy
A drug use as a young adult
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BLM: 4.4
JFK Film Clip: The Truth
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BckPa2_A8gI
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Extension- Inquiry for further learning
The Fifth Estate (CBC)- The JFK Files, the Murder of a President
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W-l23ec-4mc&feature=youtu.be
Main findings
1. Oswald, months before assassination, meets the KGB head of assassinations at the
Soviet Embassy.
2. Edgar Hoover states two days after the assassination that the American people need to
be convinced that Oswald acted alone. Hoover had influenced the result of the Warren
Commission before they had the time to complete their investigation, or even assign the
Commission.
3. Conflict between what coffin Kennedy’s body was in. New records cast doubt that
Kennedy arrived in Washington in the same coffin his body left Dallas. In Dallas the body
was wrapped in a white sheet and placed into an expensive, wood coffin. The body
arrives in Washington in a far cheaper, marine-styled coffin in Washington, with the body
wrapped in a body bag. Differing autopsy records show two different to the degree of
brain content remaining, size of exit wound as well, and the entry point of the killshot.
Extension Questions:
1. Does this newly uncovered information change your opinion of how Kennedy was
assassinated? If so, explain why.
2. What could be in the withheld documents that could pose such a threat to national
security as suggested by the Trump administration.
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