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RESEARCH OBJECTIVES

• to determine possible models for assigning monetary value to digital records 
for tax receipting; and 

• to develop criteria for monetary appraisers to use when evaluating digital 
records.
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SURVEY
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Q1 - What is your role in the appraisal process (select all that apply)
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Q2 - For what type of institution do you primarily work?
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Q3 - In which country do you work?
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ARCHIVISTS / LIBRARIANS
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Q6 - How many appraisals have you participated in over your career 
where digital records have formed a portion of the collection?
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Q7 - How many appraisals have you participated in over your career 
where digital records have formed the entirety of the collection?
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Q8 - From your observations, how have the appraised values assigned 
to digital records vs. analog records of the same type been (e.g. photo 
negatives vs. digital negatives, printed manuscript with written 
annotations vs. MS Word manuscript with annotations enabled, etc.)?
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Q9 - Do appraisers request any information beyond what you would 
normally provide for an appraisal of similar analog records?
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Q10 - What additional information have you provided? (Select all that 
apply)
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Q11 - What would assist you in preparing digital records for monetary 
appraisal? (Select all that apply)
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Q12 - Have you ever had an application for certification of cultural 
property for digital records returned for insufficient comparables?
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APPRAISER QUESTIONS
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Q15 - How many appraisals have you conducted over your career 
where digital records have formed a portion of the collection?
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Q16 - How many appraisals have you conducted over your career 
where digital records have formed the entirety of the collection?
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Q17 - When compared to an analog version of a document or set of 
documents, what difference in value do you assign to digital records?
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Q18 - If the records being appraising are stored in a digital 
preservation system, does this factor into the value you assign?
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Q20 - Has your methodology for appraising digital records changed 
throughout your career?
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Q22 - Rate the importance of the following factors for when you 
assign a value to digital records
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Q23 - What sources do you use to find comparable values for digital 
records? (Select all that apply)
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Q24 - Do you have access to a database or listing of past appraisals?
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Q34 - How is this database maintained?
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Q28 - What are the greatest challenges you face when appraising 
digital records? (Select all that apply)
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Q29 - Are there any digital records you were unable to properly 
appraise due to issues of access in the host institution?
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Q31 - What assistance would you like to have in appraising digital 
materials in the future? (Select all that apply)
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CULTURAL PROPERTY BOARD 
MEMBERS
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Q35 - What challenges do you encounter when deliberating the value 
of a digital collection when compared to an analog collection of similar 
material? (Select all that apply)
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Q36 - In your opinion, the value of digital records when compared to 
similar analog records is:
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Q38 - Rate the following factors in how they would affect the 
determined value of a digital collection
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Q39 - What guarantees do you seek in a submission of digital records 
for certification? (Select all that apply)
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Q40 - Thinking of past collections on which you have deliberated, how 
have you and your committee adjusted the appraised value of a digital 
collection, on average?
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Q41 - In the absence of market comparables for specific digital 
collections, what would you accept as an adequate determination of 
value (Select all that apply)
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ONGOING WORK AND NEXT STEPS

• Interviews with appraisers and Cultural Property Board members

• Analysis

• Dissemination
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