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Decolonizing Information Literacy Program: Learning Program Events 
The following events were part of a 5-part learning program held at Queen’s University Library. 
This was the basis for a research project examining decolonizing information literacy practices.  
The study took place 2018-2019 by Francine Berish and Corinne Laverty  
 

Learning Program Event #1: Reading Circle  
December 13, 2:00-3:00. Readings: blog - short essay - slides - poster 
  

• Pateman, J. (2018, January 25). Decolonization. Open Shelf blogpost 

• Rosenblum, B. (2015). Decolonizing Libraries. Essay. 

• Langille, D. (2018). Decolonizing academic libraries critical information literacy and truth 
and reconciliation. Slides 

• Langille, D. (2018). A call to action: Decolonizing academic libraries. Concordia Library 
Research Forum. Poster 

 
Please respond to these questions in your learning journal: 
 

1. What new ideas did you learn from the readings?  

2. How do these ideas influence the way you think about information literacy development 
and instruction in general?  

3. How could you apply this learning to your own teaching practice?  
 

Learning Program Event #2: Reading Circle 
January 9, 2:00-3:00. Readings: article – dissertation & book excerpts – essay   
 

• Watkins, A. (2017). Teaching inclusive authorities: Indigenous ways of knowing and the 
framework for information literacy in native art.  

• Hill, E. (2012). A critique of the call to" Always Indigenize!" Peninsula: A journal of 
relational politics, 2(1).  

• Doyle, A. M. (2013). Naming, claiming, and (re) creating: Indigenous knowledge 
organization at the cultural interface. (pp. 128-145.  

• Kimmerer, R. (2013). Learning the grammar of animacy in Braiding Sweetgrass: 
Indigenous Wisdom, Scientific Knowledge and the Teachings of Plants, Milkweed 
Editions, Minneapolis. 

 
Please respond to these questions in your learning journal: 
 

1. What new ideas did you learn from the readings?  

2. How do these ideas influence the way you think about information literacy development 
and instruction in general?  

3. How could you apply this learning to your own teaching practice?  
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Learning Program Event #3: Indigenous Research 
January 28, 2:00-3:00. Faculty undertaking Indigenous research will join us:   
 

• Dylan Robinson (Music/Drama) 

• Heather Macfarlane (English) 

• Lucie Levesque (Kinesiology/Health Studies) 

• Laura Cameron (Geography) 
 
Questions for discussion will include: 
 

1. What does information literacy/research look like to you? 
2. How can we better meet your needs in relation to information research? 
3. How can we collaborate with you to develop supports for these needs? 

 
Please respond to these questions in your learning journal: 
 

1. What new ideas did you learn from the conversation?  
2. How do these ideas influence the way you think about information literacy development 

and instruction in general?  
3. How could you apply this learning to your own teaching practice?  

 

Learning Program: Teaching Reflection 
Following our two reading circles and two conversations with faculty engaged in Indigenous 
research, we ask you to reflect on a library session you gave in the past academic year.  
 
In the reflection for your learning journal, please address these questions: 
 

a) Describe the information resources you present in terms of decolonizing perspectives. 
You might comment on authors and types of material that you include/exclude and 
strategies for evaluating information.  

b) How might you adopt more decolonized approaches with information literacy going 
forward?  
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