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A SERMON
PREACHED IN THE

EPISCOPAL CHAPEL OF HARROGATE.

ISAIAH mi. 10.

THF. LORD H\TH MADE BARE HIS HOLY ARM IN THE EYES

OF ALL THE NATIONS; AND ALL THE ENDS OF THE EARTH

SHALL SEE THE SALTATION OF OUR GOD.

THE dealings of Jehovah towards man bear

luch striking marks of wisdom, justice, and mercy,

that they are calculated to awaken the thought-

less, to sound an alarm in the ear of the secure,

and to constrain persons of every character and

description to cry out,
<c Verily there is a reward

for the righteous, doubtless there is a Cod thai

judgeth the earth."

But this effect is far indeed from being pro-

duced ; and the history of the world presents a sad

record of man's ingratitude, rebellion, and un-

belief. Second causes are observed with con-

stancy and attention; they are looked forward to

with torturing anticipation, and are exalted above

measure ; but the great first cause is unheeded

and forgotten—His gifts ars received without
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thankfulness ; his judgments are witnessed with-

out teaching the inhabitants of the world righte-

ousness, and his long-suffering,, instead of leading

men to repentance, seems to increase the hardness

and impenitence of their hearts : prosperity

puffs them up ; fills them with a fond conceit

of thejf superior merit and excellence, and at-

taches them inordinately to a world which pos-

sesses no durable Messing, and is itself hasten-

ing to decay. Adversity sinks the spirit, notwith-

standing the props which have been placed

under it by practical atheism or downright infi-

delity—increases the natural discontent of the

mind—causes the dispensations of God to be

viewed through a dark and prejudiced medium

;

and in many instances, leads the unhappy sufferer

to rid himself of the miseries of one world, which

are only temporal, by rushing into another, where

a fire is kindled to consume the ungodly, and

where both hope and happiness are for ever ex-

tinguished. Why is this ? The wisdom of man

has often aboured to answer the question ; but

his reason has been baffled, and his philosophy

confounded: and though he has been endeavour-

ing from generatio to generation to account for

the existence of evils which he cannot but feel,

and to seek for an happiness he cannot but de-

»ire, he is at this present moment not one whi{.|f



nearer to the object of his pursuit than Adam
was, when in the deplorable ignorance of his

hardened heart, he attempted to hide himself from

the presence of the Lord God in the Garden.

—

The scriptures solve the mystery: in them the

ways of the Lord are vindicated ; a divine glory

surrounds all his works, as they are there re-

corded ; and whilst the ungodly reject their evi-

dence and deny their obligation, the righteous are

enabled to say with believing hearts, ec Thy way, O
God is holy ! who is so great a God as our

Godr'

The scriptures which are <c given bij inspi-

ration of God," not only describe his nature and

perfections, but they also bear a faithful testi-

mony to the true character of man ; and it is to

be lamented that their contents are so little known,

and their authority so little submitted to. We all

profess to abhor the principle which is held and
acted upon by the members of the itomish church,

that the opinion of fallible men is to determine

the meaning of the book of God; and that their

opinion is to be submitted to by their deluded

flocks as one of paramount authority. Would to

God that this dread of the scriptures were con-

fined to those who manifest in so palpable a manner
their «imity both to their spiritual meaning and

/
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marking that very many protestants- seem quite

afraid of the scriptures; and though they abhor

the idea of arriving at their meaning through the

opinion of a priest or a visible church, they yet

proceed to the examinaiion of them with a preju-

diced mind, (if they examine them at all) and

make them bow to the authority of their own

blinded reason., or to those interpretations, which

give a full license to sin,—misrepresent man's

state, and equally disparage the work of the Son

of God, in whom alone there is salvation.

It is impossible that God could give a reve-

lation of his will to his creatures ; and that it

should remain a matter of little importance, whe-

ther it be received or rejected. To act in oppo-

sition to the decree of a King, is rebellion on the

part of a subject ; to dispute the command of a

master, or parent, is disobedience on the part of

a servant, or a child; and surely, to reject the

scriptures without examination ; to read them

with a mind disposed to cavil at their plainest de-

clarations, and to set up the sound of one passage

against that of another, in the hope that the

•whole may be invalidated, is an offence against the

Sovereign Lord of Heaven and Earth, and cal-

culated to bring down his displeasure in an ex-

treme degree upon the soul. I would therefore

urge you,, my brethren., in the most solemn



manner to search the scriptures, which " are able

to make you wise unto salvation through faith

which is in Christ Jesus." This is a rational, a

profitable, and a delightful 9tudy ; the more

steadily it is pursued with an humble reliance

upon the divine blessing1

, and with prayer to
<c the

Father of lights" for his teaching, the more will

man's wisdom appear to be foolishness, and the

greater will be the desire to " count all thins;*

but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of
Christ Jesus our Lord."

The scriptures not only give a faithful nar-

' ration of past events ; of the revolutions of em-

pires ; of the lives of persons eminent for holiness ;

of the awful instances of human depravity, and

of the terrific judgments with which God has from

time to lime visited a guilty world, but they

abound in prophetical declarations referring either

to future calamities which will come upon the

earth by reason of sin, or to the spread of that

glorious gospel now about to be published in the

languages of all nations ; and which wherever it

is believed, is found to be " thepower of God unto

salvation."

In many instances those declarations have a

primary and secondary reference : this appears to

be the case with the passage before us. The
L Jews although in oue sense the people of God
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were frequently unmindful both of his mercv and

his truth j and on a variety of occasions exhib:;ed

a spirit exactly similar to that which led Lhfem to

loathe the manna in the wilderness, and to wish

for the flesh-pots of Egypt. Moses has declared

that they were stiff-necked and rebellious from the

day 'hat he knew them ; and Stephen, in taking a

review of their conduct from the time they went

down into the land of Egypt to the very day in

which he addressed them, charged them with

being"
<c

stiff-necked and uncircumcised in heart

and ears ; and with having always resisted the

Holy Ghost," Acts vii. 51. Ci The Lord is angry

with the wicked every day;" and no attention

that can be paid to minor matters—no mere ob-

servance of outward ceremonies and ordinances

—

no sacrifices, however costly, will be effectual in

removing that anger ;—nor will they ever be ac-

ceptable to Jehovah so long as the heart is under

the direction of the evil spirit that worketh in the

children of disobedience, and under the influence

of those " fleshly lusts which war against the

soul."

The Lord was sorely displeased with his

people Israel, and visited them with a variety of

plagues in the course of his dealings with them ;

nevertheless, he did not utterly take his loving-

kindness from them, nor suffer his truth to fail.

7 V



>

lie remembered them, or rather his own covenant

promise which he had made to Abraham, and he re-

members it still ; for " blindness in part is hap-

pened to Israel, until the fulness of the Gen-

tiles become in," and so all Israel shall be saved/*

Rom. xi. 25, 26.

The different captivities into which this peo-

ple had been brought, were strikingly illustrative

of the Lord's displeasure towards them, and pecu-

liarly suited, as no doubt they were designed

in the wisdom of God, to humble their pride, to

lead them to reflect upon the mercies they had

despised, to point out the evil of departing from

the great Shepherd, and of trusting in them that

were no gods. In those seasons of deep affliction

their state would have presented one dismal spec-

tacle of " lamentation, and mourning, and woe,"

were it not that prophets were raised, up, and

that at the worst of times the Lord had a people

among them who served him, and who <( sighed

and cryed," for the existing abominations. It

is probable they were in Babylon when the

momentous truths contained in the text were

uttered, and that the prophet meant to set forth

the purpose of the Most High, in making bare

his arm ; that is, in displaying his mighty power

and his protecting care by delivering them out

of the hands of their enemies and bringing them

B
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er
lo ike hill of Zion which they loved." This de-

liverance was wrought for them by the instru-

mentality of Cyrus ; and from the period of it,

Israel departed from idolatry and worshipped the

one living' and true God.

But this text refers to other and more im-

portant events—events which it is impossible to

contemplate in the genuine spirit of laith, with-

out being- filled with wonder, love and praise.

May a blessing from the Most High rest upon

us whilst 1 endeavour to shew,

I. In what respect, and to whom, the Lord

has made bare his holy arm.

II. The meaning of the promise, " all the

ends of the earth shall see the salvation of our

God."

III. The means by which it is likely this pro-

phesy will be accomplished.

I shall then conclude with a few observations

calculated to shew the necessity of extending re-

lief to the sufferers by the late successful, but tre-

mendous battle.

I. The Lord has made bare his holy arm in

the eyes of a!l the nations, in upholding his peo-

ple and perpetuating his truth amongst them.

The scriptures bear ample testimony to this fact •>

and in the 11th Chapter of St. Paul's epistle to

the Hebrews we have a bright constellation of
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characters, who, through faith and patience

wrought righteousness—sought a city that hath

foundations, and have long since entered into rest.

From their time to our's there lias always been a

seed to serve the Lord, which has been as salt

upon the earth to preserve it from universal pu-

trefaction, and as lights in the. world to shine be-

fore (he eyes of the thoughtless and impenitent as

so many standing monuments of the power of di-

vine grace.

It is difficult to draw the line of distinction

which really exists, between the righteous and

ungodly, without incurring the charge of un-

charitableness and moroseness :—those who at-

tend public worship are generally at ease and

satisfied with themselves ; they think they know

enough, and it loo often happens that they Cl de-

spise ivisdom and instruction ." Prov. i. 7 : We
are not therefore to be surprised if they are alarm-

ed at and reject truths which they have never

. in the whole course of their lives considered.

—

<e Necessity is however laid upon us, and woe

unto us if we preach not the gospel.'* If those

who are called the ministers of Christ are insensi-

ble to the awful responsibility of their office ; and

if through the fear of man, or ignorance of the

gospel, they shun to declare " the whole counsel of
£W," they will not only die in their iniquity, but

b 2



the blood of a lost people will be required at their

hand/' Ezekiel xxxiii. 8. Our duty is plainly

marked out by the scriptures ; and if you will take

the trouble to read the Ordination Service, as ap-

pointed in the Church of England, you will at

once perceive that we are bound to reprove, re-

buke, exhort icith all long suffering and doc-

trine : that if we declare unwelcome truths, those

truths are in the Bible ; and that if we shew an

earnestness in pressing them upon our hearers,

it is because we know their importance, and that

there is no way to happiness or heaven but through

the belief of them.

Suffer then, brethren, the word of exhortation.

The true disciples of our Saviour, although by

nature the same as all others—lovers of sin

—

followers of that evil spirit which works in their

hearts—and of the course of this present evil

world—yet when brought by the might) influence

of God's grace out of darkness into the marvel-

lous light of the gospel, study to shew forth his

praise. They possess a spiritual mind which is

life and peace, and that new mind exhibits daily

proofs of its existence ; for the tree being made

oood, the fruit will be °;ood also. God, who was

regarded before with a kind of unpleasant dread

or apprehension, is now contemplated with de-

fiant, because he is approached and viewed through

I
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a Mediator; his love appears transcendently

great; and his justice fully satisfied by the one

perfect sacrifice made by that Mediator upon the

cross, is robbed of all its terrors, and is engaged

to secure eternal life to all those a ichose iniquity

is pardoned and whose sin is covered " It is now

found that God is a spirit, infinitely holy, and

opposed in his nature to everything that is evil

;

that the service he requires is in the fullest sense a

spiritual one ; that the mere sacrifice of the lips is

an abomination to him, and that he seeketh those

to worship him who will worship him in spirit

and in truth.

The servants of the Most High rejoice also

in Christ Jesus, because through faith in his

name they have found mercy. They are filled

with delight at the contemplation of the unsearch-

able riches of his grace, and are convinced that

to it they are indebted for all the spiritual blessings

which they possess. Whether they survey the

chain of Providences by which they were led to

hear or read the gospel, the mighty power that

was displayed in opening their hearts to receive

it ; the free pardon they have received for all

past offences, however great or numerous ; the

complete justification of their persons through

tjie righteousness of a Saviour, put to their ac-

count ; the influence of the Holy Spirit in renew-
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ing their wills, in communicating1 true wisdom ;

in enabling them to hate sin and to forsake every

evil way -

s in strengthening them to run with pa-

tience the race set betore them, and to rely with

unshaken confidence upon those promises which

are all yea and amen in Christ Jesus, they can-

not but exclaim, " Sot unto us, Lord, not un-

to us, but unto thy name be the praise " Or

with the holy apostle, fe by the grace of God I

am ichat I am." They have no longer any con-

fidence in the ilesh ; for they are convinced that

there is no spiritual health in them ; that the re-

quirements of the law of God are infinite, and

that so far from being able to work out a merito-

rious, or even acceptable obedience to it, they

daily come short, and are in the strictest sense

of the expression <c
unprofitable servants." The

things which were once gain to them, because

they presented a ground of hope to their unen-

lightened mind?, are now counted loss for Christ ;

and while the rich man glories in his riches ; the

strong man in his strength, and the wise man in

Lis wisdom, they glory in the Lord, and abhor

the thought of glorying in any thing else ; for

he is to them every thing- that their souls can de-

sire. His word is sweet; his ways are pleasant

;

presence is cheering -. his promises are conso-

• >
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latory because they will be realized : his hea-

venly kingdom is to be the place of their abode,

and the light of his countenance will be lifted up

upon the in tor evermore.

The true church composed of all, who believing

in the Lord Jesus Christ, fear God and work righ-

teousness, is built upon a rock, and against her the

gates of hell will never prevail ; for " the eternal God

is her refuge, and underneath are the everlasting

arms," Deut. xxxui. 27. Whilst the change of

forms and ceremonies keeps pace with the chang-

ing mind of man; and while visible churches like

empires " liourish and decay"—the pillar of the

divine presence has ever accompanied the journey-

ings of the people of God. Whether like Noah,

they have been encompassed by a sea of trouble, or

called like the three brethren to sutler in the fur-

nace of persecution, they have found the Lord to

be a very present help ; and that as their afflic-

tions abounded, so their consolation in Christ has

abounded also.

The Bible has ever been an object of hatred

to the ungodly ; and attempts have been made to

rid the world of that inestimable treasure—but it

is still in existence ; it still flourishes in youthful

vigour; and after having successfully withstood

the scolVs of inlidels, the laugh of fools, the ra-

ving* of fanaticism, and the insidious assaults of
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those who would fritter away its most important

truths, and get rid of its most powerful and heart-

searching- expostulations, hy representing it as a

book only fit to be studied by men of education

—

it still continues to be a medicine for the diseases

of the soul ; a light to them that sit in darkness ; a

comfort to them that mourn ; a guide to the weary

pilgrim ; a beacon to those, who tossed upon the

disturbed ocean of this world, look forward with

deep anxiety, but yet with holy anticipation, to the

" haven where they should be." As the Bible has

been preserved, so have been the people whose

hopes were built upon it. From the persecution

of righteous Abel to this day they have encounter-

ed opposition from the world, because they testi-

fied of it that its works were evil ; but though ty-

rants have gnashed their teeth with indignation,

and have cried out repeatedly in language which

the meek and lowly Saviour was doomed to hear,

e( Away with such fellows from the earth, it is

not Jit that they should live ;'* yet like Israel in

Egyptian bondage, they have continued to in-

crease; no weapon formed against them has pros-

pered, and every tongue that has arisen against

them has been condemned, because cc the Lord

has made bare his holy arm" and " saved them

from the hands of those that hated them."

II. Let us now consider the meaning of the
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promise, " all the ends of the earth shall see

the salvation of our God."

Salvation means deliverance:—the salvation

set forth in the gospel is a very peculiar one,

whether we regard its origin, its objects, or its

effects. It is of God : it is the offspring: of his

Jove, and has been conveyed to earth by his be-

loved Son ; it could not be purchased by a crea-

ture, however valuable the offerings he might be

inclined to present: the blessing is so inconceiva-

bly great, that no one but Jehovah could bestowi

it.
cc Salvation is of the Lord/' and he who

brought it is no less than " God our Saviour."

The objects of this salvation are sinners of

mankind :

cc
for verily he took not on him the na-

ture of angels ; but he look on him the seed of

Abraham," Heb. xi. 16; and ,f
it is a truth zcor-

ihy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into

the world to save sinners," ' 1 Tim. i. 15.

The state of sinners is deplorable ; their ways

and their doings are corrupted ; their heart is en-

mity against God ; and while their feet run to evil,

to do good they have no knowledge ; they have

lost the image of God ; they have lost the true

knowledge of Him, whom to know :

s life and

peace ; they seek not happine^ in his delightful

service, but are led continually by some de-

ceitful meteor, which is soon extinguished, and i

C
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the end leaves no ray of light behind. They

Jive in this world as if it were their home, for-

getful that it affords no rest, except to the body

when deserted by the immortal soul ; and even

then, only for a few years ; for at the sound of

the Archangel's voice, the grave, that great* de-

vourer of all human pomp and glory, will give

up her dead. To sinners thus lost, thus blinded,

thus deceived, and wholly destitute of merit and

righteousness, is the word of this salvation sent.

By the belief of that word they are blessed, in

being turned from their iniquities ; in receiving

the spirit of adoption ; in being delivered from

the love of every evil way, and in having spiri-

tual strength and comfort communicated as they

stand in need of either.

Such are the effects produced in those who
partake of the grace that bringeth salvation. The
gospel, when accompanied by the mighty work*

trig cf the Holy Spirit, is found effectual in

bearing down every obstacle that might have been

designed, or that seemed calculated, to impede its

progress : the case of the Hindoo ; the promised

pleasures of the Mahommedan; the ceremonies

and deep rooted hostility of the Jew to the true

and only Messiah; the superstitions of the Ro-

manist, and the unmeaning formalities of the mere

nominal christian., have all disappeared when Je-
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jus Christ is believed upon, and the soul is led lo

look to him as its chief good ; as its everlasting-

portion. Although the progress of the gospel

has been slow, yet it has been both sure and

steady ; and those who believe it, are now looking

forward to the happy day, when the saving health

it brings will be communicated to all nations

;

when the actual fulfilment of the promise made to

Abraham will take place, that " in his seed all

the nations of the earth shall be blessed." The
Lord Jesus Christ is that promised seed : he came

to establish a kingdom which shall never be de-

stroyed—a kingdom not resembling those of iron,

brass, clay, silver or gold, (mentioned by the

prophet Daniel) the stability of which was of

short duration, and the glory of which has long

since passed away ; but a spiritual kingdom that

will progressively increase in might and magni-

tude, till he " shall receive the heathen for his in-

heritance, and the utmost parts of the earth for

his possession."

When the delightful millennial period shall

commence, it is impossible for us to ascertain ; but

tiiis we know from the sure word of prophecy.,

that such a period is drawing nigh, and that ii.

will be a season of new and extraordinary delight

to the church: " The nations of the earth

i learn war no more—the su-ord shut/ be turn

C2



ed into the ploughshare, and the spear into the

pruning hook— and the kingdoms of this world

shall become the kingdoms of our Lord and of

his Christ. The joy, peace; and rest, which are

stated to be strikingly characteristic of that period

will he the result of the promulgation of the gos-

pel to the very ends of the earth—then shall all

men see the salvation of our God. Beholding the

sure accomplishment of this prophecy, every heart

ought to unite in offering up that prayer, which

has so often been uttered without a due conside-

ration of its import, ec Thy kingdom come."

III. We are now led to consider the means

by which it is likely this prophecy will be accom-

plished.

The convulsions of nations, and the transfer

of the kingly power from one to another have of-

ten been over-ruled by the Almighty, for the

accomplishment of his purposes of love and mercy.

War, which is in itself a curse of no common

magnitude, and an awful proof of the dreadful

nature and undoubted existence of sin, has often

been made instrumental in uprooting prejudices

which have long existed, and by which the human

mind has been kept in bondage : again, it has led

to the establishment of connexions and treaties,

which have produced important and permanent

benefits. I shall not however detain you by

; *
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dwelling' upon the many instances in which the

Lord has made the wrath of man to praise him,

but pa?s on to the sure means by which the sal-

vation of the Son of God will in due time reach

the ends of (he earth; and these may be compri-

sed under two heads, viz.

I. The dissemination of the scriptures.

IT. The preaching' of missionaries.

Bishop llorsley remarks in one of his valua-

ble works, " Every sentence of the bible is from

God, and every man is interested in the meaning-

of it." This is a self-evident, undeniable axiom ;

and therefore the sacred volume should be placed

in the hands of all who are able to read it. There

is something' very remarkable in the signs of the

present times ; a great spirit of inquiry has g-one

forth among all ranks ; an unusual interest has

been excited about the best of books, and in the

various societies winch disseminate it, there is re-

spectively an union of taieut, piety and zeal

which has never been exceeded. They have all

received a fresh stimulus to increased exertion,

and it. is to be hoped that they will be enabled h,

that gracious God in whom all our works should

be " begun, continued and ended/' to persevere

in their labours of love itithout strife or vain glo-

ry, till the inhabitants of every nation under h

ven shall " hear in (heir own tongues the
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ful works of God." If the truth of the bible be

opposed to every error, prejudice, and sin, then

surely it is the book which above all others ought

to be disseminated in this world, where these evils

not onlv exist but abound.

II. The command of God in his word is,

that it should be preached " to every creature ;"

and whilst so many enjoy the blessing of a gospel

ministry at home, it is delightful to contemplate

the exertions now making to convey to the Gen-

tiles, to the poor benighted heathen, the un-

searchable riches of Christ. There is something

truly gratifying in the increasing supply of

money, of opportunities of usefulness, and of

missionaries, which are atforded by the great Head

of the Church, who has the hearts of all men in his

hand. We see a mighty preparation, and we may

hope for a corresponding effect— it is evidently the

Lord's doing ; and if he works, " who shall let ?"

The success that has attended missionary labours,

even in those places where obstacles apparently

insurmountable existed, is a certain and encourag-

ing presage of new victories over sin and Satan

by the preaching of the everlasting gospel.

During the continuance of this great change

in the moral world, events as astonishing as they

were unexpected, have (with incalculable rapidity)

) place in the political, in the course of the
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last twenty-five years. Throughout the whole of

that period, a destructive hurricane has continued

to blow; it has sunk fleets in the mighty deep;

swept armies out of existence ; desolated the

habitations of rich and poor ; dispersed the bub-

bles of earthly pride and vanity, and overturned

the thrones of mighty monarchs : it has battled

all human calculation ; and to this hour we are

looking out with fearful anxiety for the things

that are coming upon the earth. The wisest

cannot tell what fresh vial of divine wrath is ready

to be opened, or how soon its contents may be

poured upon those nations, which though they have

seen and felt the judgments of the Lord, have not

teamed righteousness.

Let us not suppose that, the surrender of him

who was once our greatest earthly enemy, and

who laid deep and malignant schemes for the de-

struction of our " ships, commerce and colonies/'

but was foiled in every one of them, will be the

certain prelude to universal peace.

Popery is itill unsubdued; and multitudes, in

enlightened Europe, are groaning beneath the

miseries of the inquisition, which would, if it

were possible, with one stroke remove from the

earth genuine liberty, and true religion. Maho-
met's throne still remains in Turkey firm and un-

shaken. Deism and Jacobinism have be^un
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again to rear their head ; to shew an unblushing

front and to speak a decided language. The infi-

del power is not only alive but at work. All

these things combine to prevent the conclusion,

that permanent peace may now be expected

:

the Lord has a controversy with the nations of the

earth, and they are blessed, who know his name

is a strong toiucr, and are convinced that all

things will eventually work together for his glory.

However, we of this nation have abundant reason

1.0 acknowledge the protecting power of the Lord

of Hosts, and whilst we are permitted to repose

under the covert of our own vine and fior-tree,

none making us afraid, we ought to be thankful

for our deliverance, and feelingly alive to the dis-

tresses of those, who have been instrumental in

effecting it.

The wars, in which for many years we have

been engaged were carried on in defence of every-

thing that was dear to us as the friends of liberty,

social order, domestic peace, and true religion.

We have now an additional and most convincing;

proof (if we wanted one) that irreligion is the

certain harbinger of national degradation, and of

individual destruction. France has, for a series

of years, been ruled by the despotic sceptre of in-

fidelity—that cold and cheerless system which

would rob God of his glory, and the sinner of
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his hope. And what are the leading- features in

her character ? Pride and perfidy. Her places of

worship are with very few exceptions deserted ;

her sahbaths all polluted ; her most solemn treaties

have their basis in convenience :—in short,

truth, integrity, and honour appear to be exiled

from her shores. Civil discord tears her vitals ;

and yet she manifests no symptom of returning

reason ; no desire to humble herself before that

great Jehovah, who thus addressed a people, not

more contaminated by sin,
<c Shall I not visit for

these things, saith the Lord, and shall not my soul

be avenged on such a nation as this ?

Our blessings are numerous, and of no or-

dinary kind : the crown has remained on the

head of our revered monarch, whilst other crowns

have been transferred with the most unaccountable

rapidity from one brow to another. The throne

has remained unshaken in the midst of the most

•tremendous political convulsions, and seems to

derive increasing stability from a people's love.

Our constitution, unrivalled in excellence, con-

tinues to atford protection to all classes. The slave

trade—that curse, which for a series of years,

hung with such portentous weight upon our

country is abolished; and in all parts of this

united kingdom there is an association of piety,

talent, and influence for the circulation of

D
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the scriptures; for the instruction of our youth,

and for the relief oi human misery, in whatever

shape it meets our view. But let us not presume

upon theses tiling's: let us not boast with the spirit

of a Nebuchadnezzar :

cc
it is doubtless of the

Lords mercies that we have not been consumed."

The gospel has siill many enemies amongst

Us. Those who believe its doctrines, and walk in

obedience to its pure precepts, are greatly calum-

niated : a blind attachment to mere forms and

ceremonies, is regarded by too many as an attach-

ment to true religion ; and the renewal of the

heart in righteousness and holiness represented

as visionary and enthusiastic. We should then

acknowledge the hand of God in the great events

that have taken place, remembering, that
cc except

he keep the city, the watchman waketh but in

vain ; and except we repent, we shall all likewise

perish."

This day there is a loud call upon your hu-

manity ; and 1 trust it will be answered by that

sympathetic feeling, which glows in so many

hearts at the present moment. A battle has been

fought, decisive in its nature, and most impor-

tant in its results. A numerous well appointed,

well disciplined army, intrepid, even to despera-

tion, and led by a man who had once the continent

ot Europe at his feet, and of whose transcendant
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military talents there can be no doubt, was not

only overthrown, but in a few hours, deprived of

the power of resistance ! The capital of a great

empire and of our greatest enemy, has fallen into

the hands of the conquerers—that empire appa-

rently subdued—the legitimate King re-placed

upon his throne—and he, who was the astonish-

ment of the world, and the idol worshipped by

the disaffected of all surrounding countries, and

even of our own, now a prisoner in the British port!

Such have been the consequences of the single

battle of Waterloo !

This however is the bright side of the sub-

ject. While we live to enjoy the happy fruits of

the victor), thousands who ardently engaged in that

battle, are now in eternity ; and thousands more

are at this moment writhing in agony, or overpow-

ered by debility and sickness, the consequences of

the fatigues they have undergone, of the privations

they have sustained, *and of the wounds that have

been inflicted upon them.

The relatives of the dead ; the dying; the

mutilated, and the diseased, cannot partake of the

general joy, but are obliged to wear in sad silence,

or agonizing grief, the mournful cypress, whilst

we are permitted to wave with new delight, the

victorious palm.

The dead are beyond the reach of our com-

passion ; the bones of our dear departed country-

d 2
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men are deposited in a foreign land ; there they

will remain till the trump of God shall call them

from their kindred dust at the last day ! But surely

we may be permitted to indulge the hope, that

many, who fell at Waterloo, were translated to

heaven,, to join the army of the great Captain of their

Salvation, and for ever to celebrate a victory, not

of a temporal nature, but one over the world, the

Devil, and the flesh ! Yes, it is a consolatory

thought, that true religion has of late years made

a rapid progress both in the army and navy ; and

that multitudes have been brought to a knowledge

of Jesus Christ, as
(i the way, and the truth, and

the life," and afLrded the most satisfactory evi-

dence that " the grace of God, which htingeth sal-

vation, taught them to deny ungodliness and

worldly lusts, and to live soberly, righteouslu,

and godly in this present world.*

Our past deliverances—our present bless-

ings—our future prospects— the uncertainty of

life—the certainty of death—gratitude for the

exertions of those who have fallen—commissera-

* I feel great satisfaction in stating, from my own per-

sonal observation, that many officers of high rank, and great

i .Hilary character, are ardently exerting their influence in

forwarding the dissemination of the scriptures among- the

soldiery, and instruction among their children.
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tion for those who have survived the nafy

conflict, and for those who are weeping over (heir

sufferings—all constitute a claim o ; no ordinary

magnitude., upon Jjpur benevolence this day.

You are called upon not to subscribe to the

erection of a lifeless monument, which, however

it might gratify a national feeling, could not les-

sen the national affliction ; but you are called

upon to assist in erecting- an imperishable monu-

ment to British humanity. Will you cheerfully

submit to heavy taxation ? Will you even tax your-

selves with the preparations of a voluntary arma-

ment, when an enemy threatens you with inva-

sion ? Will you speak in triumphant language of

ihe victory, and will you not feel it equally ; yea,

much more your duty, to remember those,

have suffered in consequence of it?

If the providence of God had so ordiincd

that your presence should have been reqnn

aid the exertions of those whose duty it is to ai-

tend the wounded, could you have resisted the

call ? Is there an individual here so complete!}

insensible to the wants of suffering man, as to re-

fuse obedience to such an application ? But sncli

a sacrifice of domestic comfort and mental peace

is not required of you—you are not required to

witness a scene of woe : the recital of if, is all

that reaches you ; and I do from my heart tin.
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that it will plead powerfully on the present occa-

sion.

If the Lord had given this one victory into

the hands of our enemies,, how different would be

your situation and feelings this day ! Gloominess

and despondency would have taken possession of

almost every heart ; the enemies of our country

would have rejoiced ; our credit would have been

shaken;, and our peace interrupted.*

Many of you have felt the oppression of sick-

ness,, and have sought relief from it :—the desire

you feel to get rid of disease,, ought to speak an

intelligible language to your hearts, and induce

you to give of your abundance or competence, to

as important an object as humanity ever had iu

view.

To the females here present, I would saj-,

imitate the conduct of the women of Brussels,

who prepared lint, bandages, and beds for the

wounded ; submitted to great privations, and la-

boured day and night to soothe the sorrows of

* The consequences of such a disaster are thus glanced at,

in the resolutions of the inhabitants of Edinburgh—" had the

British army and its great commanders, together with the

allied forces, made any less than the unexampled exertions

which they did, the most fatal consequences might have

ensued, to the liberty and happiness of Europe."
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those, who were suffering' under one of the many

dreadful consequences of sin. You have much

in your power :—your, money—your influence

ought to be exerted upon this occasion ; and sure-

ly it is not unreasonable to expect that those who

lay claim.to the feelings of wives, mothers, daugh-

ters, and sisters, should prove that they possess

them, by giving liberally and cheerfully to the col-

lection this day.

You all profess to be Christians—Oh that you

had the spirit of Christ in your hearts ! and then

if you possessed much, you would give plenteous"

ly ; if but little, you would gladly give of that

little.

Hut do I not address some, to whom Jesus

Christ is precious ? who are fully convinced that

in his name alone there is salvation j and that if

any man has not his spirit, he is none of his ?

To you I would say, imitate the example of him,

who " though he was rich, for your sokes became

poor, that ye through his poverty might be rich."

You will give, and from the best of motives—for the

glory of God ! I might here dwell upon the awful

spectacle presented in the vast military hospitals

upon the continent ; and from a recital of real

calamities, harrow up every feeling of your hearts :

and were it possible to look into the habitations

of all who, in our land, are at this moment heav-
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ing the sign, or shedding tho* tea* of sorrow, at

the remembrance of some dear departed or su1

ing friend, surely it would be impassible not to feel ;

it would be equally so not to give !

We have no power to restore amputated limbs ;

to stop bleeding' wounds ; to remove torturing

pain; but those who know the value and efficacy

of prayer can unite in supplication, that bodily and

mental sufferings may be rendered supportable by

spiritual consolation : and all of us by contributing*

according to our several abilities can testify, that we

feel it an imperious duty to alleviate those distresses

which the wounded experience, and to relieve the

wants of the widows and orphans of the slain.

<c Now Ihe God of peace, thai brought *agrin

from the dt ad our Lord Jt-sus^-that great Shepherd

of ihe sheep, through the blood of the everlai

covenant, make you perfect in every good zoonk to

do his vriH, working in you that which is well-plead*

ins: in his sight through Jesus Christ; to whom be

glory for ever and ever" Amen.

FINIS.

JOHN JON&s 40, South Great G



*pro0pecttt0
OF A WORK. OF ESTABLISHED MERIT,

Peculiarly adapted for daily^readjng in families, or by individuals.

john Jones,
Printer and Bookseller, 40, South Great George's-st. Dublin,

Respectfully acquaints the friends of Sacred Literature,
that he is preparing to print, verbatim, from

the best edition, by subscription,

A COMMENTARY
>• ON THE

BOOK OF* JPS^LMS;
In which their literal or hisioricul sense, .&„ hey relate to King

David and the people of Israel ^illustrated :

And their application to Messiah, to the Church, and to indivi-

duals as Members thereof, is [Willed out
;

With a view to render the use of the Psalter pleasing and pro.

Stable to all orders and degrees of Christians.

BY THE LATi:

GEORGE, LORD BISHOP OF NORWICH,
President of Magdalen College, Oxford.

10 BE ACCOMPAMKD BY

The Translation or Paraphrase in English Verse,

Of JAMES MERRICK, A. Si
Fellow of Trinity College, Oxford

;

With a Table of References to the English Bible Translation
of the Psalms ; shewing to what partsof the above Version
or Paraphrase the several Verses of each Psalm belong.

CONDITIONS: i

I. Bishop IIor.Nt's Commentary on the Book of Psalir.s, ac.

tompanied with Mv:u,:cs'3 Version, shsll be printed with a beau-
tiful Type, on line wove Paper, pressed; and form three 6c I

Volumes :— price to Subscribers .£1 G in boards.

II. To accommodate these Subscribers, who may prefer receir.

iug the Commentary in Portions, as printed, it shull be delil

at their Residence, in Dublin, iiu3u Numbers, price IQd. .

lhe Numbers to be paid for on delivery . Those who pay*"
. shall have tl I

: " :

I
' • e$!ra beard* \J



'J
t

>—~

TO THE READER.

Many have been the editions through winch Bisuor-

Uorne's most excellent Commentary on the Book ofPsalrm
has passed, throughout England and Scotland ; but lu

Ireland^ as yet, it has not been printed !

The Publisher having consulted several Theological

Friends, on the propriety of attempting to put to Press thi^

Work, has been favoured with opinions truly encouraging

— relying on public taste and patronage, he»begs to say, that

he is ardently engaged in preparing to execute in a superior

style, a correct edition of the above Commentary, so as to be

worthy a place in the Parlour, the Study, or Library.

EXTRACTS FROM OBSERVATIONS ON THE PSALMS.

Tue Psalms are an epitome of the Bible, adapted to the pur-

poses of devotion. *• What is there necessary for man to know/?
says the pious and judicious Hooker, " which the Psalms are not
' able I ) teach ? They are to beginners an easy and familiar intro-

" duction, a mighty augmentation of all virtue and knowledge ia

" such as are entered before, a strong confirmation to the most
'• perfect among others. Heroical magnanimity, exquisite justice,
u grave moderation, exact wisdom, repentance uufeigned, un-
u wearied patience, the mysteries of GnrJ, the sufferings of Christ,

" the terrors of wrath, the comforts of grace, the works of Provi-

" dence over this world, and the promised joys of that world which
*' is to come ; all good necessarily to be either known, or done, or
''• had, this one celestial fountain yielileth. I^et there be any grief

t£ or disease incident unto the soul ot man, any wound or sickness
u

. named, for which there is not, in this treasure-house, a present

" comfortable remedy at all times ready to be found."*

" The most profitable way of reading the Psalms, perhaps, would

be, by small portions, often reviewing the lest and the comment,

and comparing them carefully together, at times when the mind is

most free, vacant, and calm ; in the morning, more especially, to

prepare and fortify it for the business of the day ; and in the

evening, to recompose, and set it in order, for the approaching

season of rest."

—

Bishop HuiiNE.

ii The author, (Bishop Home) having, for many years, accustomed

himself to consider and apply the Psalms, while he recited them,

according to the method now laid down, has never failed to expe-

rience the unspeakable benefit of it, both in public and in private
;

and would wish, if i' so pleased God, that death might find him

employed in meditations of this kind."+

* Hooker's £ccle*iast. Pol. b. v. sect. y. .

..f "iiave "lost a world of time," said the learned Sa}.r.rssius, or; kis death-

Vj : " lKj had one year raore, I vrwt^i gpeid it inrea-tiB» David's Pi.&l'ri
}

*. .^..p. ferries."
"



aX. Verses 1, 2.

people : give ear, all!ye inha-

?•' both low and high, rich and

4*. "with great dignity, and the pro-

,e having authority." He de-

, like that which is to be assem-

.i\ ., having- something to deliver,

rsally important and interesting ;

..ich concerns every age, and condition,

u nation, under heaven. And we may observe,

- ,;> although the sound of this Psalm, when firsc

ut ed, could be heard only vvjthin the confines of

Judea, yet the knowledge of it hath since actually

been diffused in the Christian church, throughout

the world, from the rising to the setting sun. But

how few, alas ! have duly attended to the salutary

lesson, which it so divinely teacheth !

Dr. MERRICK'S VERSIO \.

fE nations, hear : ye sons of earth,

Of highest or obscurest birth,

Ye who from wealth's full board are fed,

And ye who cat with toil your bread,

My words with just attention weigh,

And listen to the hallow'd lay.

Persons intending to patronize this Commentary,

entreated to forward their n mies os soon as possible by the

Penny-post, &c. to enable the Publisher to ascertain the

number of copies to be put to Press.

Jones hns on Sale, a few Copies of Doddridgt 's /<

Expositor, which may be had either in parts or sets.

fpST For Character of the Family Expositor^ »et foil*"!
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