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ADVERTISEMENT.

THE Reader is defir'd, before he opens the

following Pages, to divert himfelf of vicious

Prejudice^ and to confider the Author of them as

his Friend. And he hopes, he does not unjuftly

prelume on this Claim, in, at lead, an Attempt to

ferve the nobleft Intereft of Mankind, by an honefl,

however imperfeft Sketch of fome of thofe Crimes,

which are hateful to God, and confequently the

moft certain Bar to the Happinefs of His Creatures.

The Author is convinc'd he has crreat Reafon to

befpeak the Candour of the Publick ; he is confcious

many of the following Lines will, in the Ear of a

judicious Critick, found too unflowing and profaick

;

but, as to this he doubts not the Nature of a

didaciick Performance will afford him fome Apology.

Upon the whole he flatters himfelf that Benevolence

of Heart will atone for Deficiency of Genius, and

Uprightnefs of Intention for the Want of Harmony

A 2 or



ADVERTISEMENT.

or Art. He cannot help obferving farther, that he

mioht have adorn'd his Work by occarionally throw-

ing in an amufive Epifode j which, at the fame

Time, would have rendered it more confiderable in

Bulk : But this wou'd every Way have defeated

his original Dejign '^ which was, without any Parade

or falfe Colourings to ihew Vice her Deformiity in

the honefl: Mirrour of Iruth-^ and by the Brevity

of this little Piece to mve it the Chance of beins

read. Many an excellent Book has been thrown

alide without being open'd by the Perfons to whom
it was principally adcirejs''ds meerly on Account of

its voluminous Appearance.

The following Lines, fhould the Reader reap

no Advantage from them, will however be no

great Intrufwn upon his Time : And fhou'd he

in any Refpedl become a better Man from their

Perufal, the Author will one Day have the Hap-
pinefs to know that he has not liv'd in vain.

T O
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A N

EPISTLE
T O A

R I E N D.

NecefTarily preparative

To the following ESSAY.

De A R S 1 ]R,

I
Have, according to your Defire, fent you the inclos'd

Pages, in which you will find little more than a Sketch

of thofe reigning Vices^ which are the Bane and Difhonour

of human Nature. This however may not be entirely with-

out its Ufe, if, according to Mr. Pope's Obfervation,

Vice is a Monfter of fo frightful Mien

As, to be hated, needs but to be feen.

- What



An Epistle to a Friend.

what I at firft propos'd was only to eafe my Mind of

fome difligreeable Impre/I'ions it had receiv'd from a very

corrupt Co7ivzrfation^ in which I had been unavoidably en-

gag'd : But no fooner had I confider'd the common Sources

of Vice than I found them iiiuing forth into a Multitude

of putrid StreamxS, equally offenlive to Truth and Reafon.

1'his infenftbly enlarged my original Scheme ; but upon

farther moving in thele troubfd Waters, my feeble At-

tempts found them too capacious and exhauftlefs. I have

therefore contented myfelf v.^ith the bare Out-Lines of a

compleat Dedgn, and fliall think myfelf happy (in fo

noble a Caufe ) to have given the leaft Hint to a fupe-

riour Pen.

All the Apology I have to ofFer for this little Per-

formance, when conlider'd as a Poem, is its being the

Produdion of 'Truths and not of Fancy ^ and therefore to

be confider'd as a familiar Recital of Facls, and not as a

poetick Creation ; and I fliall readily give up my Preten-

fion to thofc uditious Numbers, which might have play'd

round the Plead of my Reader, it being my honell: Am-
bition to inlluence his Morals, and to amend his Pleart.

This Attempt, however it is executed, will with the Vir-

tuous and Candid be its own Excufe. There are indeed a

Tribe of unhappy Wretches in the World, who are not

afham'd



An Epistle toaFaiEND.

afliam'd publickly to glory in their Vices, and are the

avow'd Enemies to all thofe who difavow their Principles,

and confront or oppofe their Impieties. Who traduce in

the good Man thofe Virtues which they refufe to imitate ;

and make it their conftant Endeavour to depreciate that

comparative Excellence, which fets them in the loweft Light

of Infamy and Contempt. But an eaabUaVd Reputation is

like a Pillar of Adamant founded upon an eternal Bafis,

uniliaken by the Storms of Adverfity, and even receiving an

additional Luftre from thofe Shafts of Envy which are in-

tended to deface it.

I have, in the firft Part of the following Poem, efpoufed

the Caufe of the injur'd Fair ; and, as I refped and ho-

nour the Sex, I fliall be entirely unmov'd with the little

Raillery of thofe Gentlemen, who are capable of no other

Regard for them than that meerly Brutal Tajle which is

fucceeded by Ingratitude and Abufe. The Dart of Satire

will naturally raife the Spleen of the Breaft it wounds
;

but

as it always, in the Hand of Juftice, ferves the Caufe of

Firtue, and as the Caufe of Firtue is the Caufe of H e a v e n,

he who defends // will thence imbibe a Dignity of Mind,

which will be his own beft Security and Support.

The Vices I have expos'd in the fucceding Parts of this

little E%, are fuch as at the fame Time diHionour the

g Deity,



An Epistle to a F r i e x^[ d.

Deity, and betray the Intereft of Mankind. Far be it

from me to adopt any of thofe ungrateful Tends, which
give Religion a gloomy Afpeft, and blot the moft amiable
Attributes of God, by deflroying the in7wceni Enjoy

^

mem of His Creatures
: The impious ExceJJes of the Libertine,

and the irrational Morojenefs of the enthufiaftick Devotee,
are equally to be avoided. The wife and virtuous Man walks
in the happy Medium, betwixt thele criminal Extremes ; re-

ceives the good Things of Life with an humble Moderation,
and fweeten'd by that inward Chearfuhufs o{ Heart, which
is the Soul of all Enjoyment. It is indeed to be own'd and
lamented, that the Condition of the truly good xMan is greatly

imbitter'd in the prefent State by the Corruption of thofe,

amongft whom he is to live. He will, in large Communities
of Men, rind very h\\ whofe Behaviour and Character render

them fafe, or agreeable Companions. He will hence very

feldom meet with Company, in which the Virtue of his Mind
will not be wounded, or, what is worfe, corrupted. He
will find it difficult to avoid the -cicious Mode without in-

curring the Imputation of Pride, Conceit, or Singularity:

And he will find it a much harder Tafk to reprehend vicious

Men without making them his Enemies. Thefe Things put
together render it fcarce poffible for him fo to Aft hTs Part
on the publick Stage of Life, as, at the fame Time, to fecure

the
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the Favour of God and Me?i, But there is a Confideratlon,

before which all thele difagrceable Reflexions inftantly dif-

appear ; which is, that the prefent World is not his proper

Home ', but tliat he is travelling towards a Country where

his Nature Hiall be compleated, his Companions perfect, and

his Happinefs eternal. It is the conftant View of this ani-

mating Profpe6t by which the worthy Friend, to whom I am

Writing, has fo nobly and ftcadily maintained his Way along

the crooked and flippery Path of Life : To follow his Steps,

in Purfuance of the fame glorious End, fliall be the invariable

Aim and Endeavour of
,

His ailedionate and . ,

obliged Friend • ^ ^

v.-

a
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ARGUMENT
O F

PART I.

^T^HE IntroduEiion. An Enquiry into the Origifi of Evil

;

which is found to proceed frofn three Caufes ; the in-

herent Corruption of human Nature^ the Careleffnefs of

Education^ and the Contagion of Example. "The Author then

defce?tds to a more particular View of the commo7i Vices

;

beginning with the ungenerous Gratification of lawlefs Love,

in the Ruin of innocent Girls. He next proceeds to confder

the Pleas of thofe who frequent the Stews : And concludes

this Part with general RefleSlions on the Nature of Female

Virtue ; proving it to be the Life and Support of all that is

truly amiable in the Fair.



(»

)

PART I.
I

^50£|E£ FALLEN ViRTUE, on her lonely Bed,

81 S ly Invokes the Mufe to lift her languid Head

;

Once more the facred Dame attempts to rife,

Before fhe reafcends her native Skies

:

Alas ! how little can my feeble Aid, c

How little can it ferve the drooping Maid I

No Pow'r '^ can Virtues fading; Strenp^th renew

But fuch as Vice and Folly can fubduc;

Where mighty Pope and Addison can fail

How little will my artlefs Notes avail ? to

Not Young himfelf can Virtues Caufc retrieve,

When Men refufe to liften, and believe.

Yet may all-feeing Heav'n the Strain approve,

And that which fails below fucceed above I

* This can be nothing lefs than tht Divine Po-wer ; and as to its not being

exerted in the abrolute Prevention of Evil^ fee the fucceeding Note, upon the

Per-mijfwn of Evil.

Come
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Come then, thou facred Mufe I whofe fov'reign Art 15

At once can ilrike the Ear, and mend the Fleart,

'Tis Plrtue calls, thy kind AfTiftance lend,

Oi falling Triithj and Rtafon be the Friend.

No coRly Tints I aik, no fragrant Fiow'rs,

I paint not Beauty, in her rofeat Bow'rs, 20

Ot to thole lohy Seats wou'd lift my Lays,

Where Pha^bus fhines, and Poets pilfer Praife :

In Fancy's radiant Realms let others foar,

Whilfl; I the Tracts of real Life explore,

Thofe fatal Pat Jos which heedlefs Mortals tread, 25

Where J^ice difgudtul rtars her fnaky Plead,

And honefl: Satire lifts her iron Red,

To awe the Foes oi Nature^ and of God.

Attempts like thefe the Vicious feldom pleafe
;

That rarely wins the i7t?^r/, which wounds \X.^EaJe\ 30

But he, who holds the Glafs to Folly ^ Eyes,

Shou'd firfc have learnt that Folly to defpife

:

They, who in Virtues Semblance wou'd be fhown,

Shou'd ftrive to make her Lineaments their own.

"We laugh at him, who glories in Pretence, 35

And boafts of Reafon, tho' he's void of Senfe.

If with an Angel's Face foul Vice appear,

Reafoft mufl frown, and fcornful JVit may fneer,

The



Parti. Essay on Immorality. 3

The Picture like, the Painter's not to blame,

But they from whom the odious Likenefs came. 40

Shoifd ccnfcious Guilt abhor herfelf and mend,

(May Heav'n affill ! ) the Mufe will have her End.

Say lirft, trom what dire Caufe, what fatal Source,

The Streams of Vice, and Folly take their Courfe :

How, if Perfe6lion as our Caufe we claim, .
• 45

Th' Effed:, in juft Degree, is not the fame :

Or how * our Souls, if they to Heavn belong,

On Earth diftemper'd, and inclin'd to Wro7jg?

Alas !

* The Origin nxv^. Propagation o( Evil is in fome Meafure explaiii'd in the

above Pages. And as to the Permiffion of Evil in the World

Born without the Pow'r to fin,

Man had been a meet Macbin;,

Then no rational Delight

Could have rofe from doing right

:

The grand Tefl of Virtue Hood

In his Pow'r of choofing Good :

Plcas'd the raptur'd Sire furvcys

When his Child by Choice obeys.

Thus is Free-lFill the Foundation of Duty in Man : Nor can we fuppofe any

rational Jpprcbaticn refulting either to our Maker or ourfehes, from the moft

perfedl Obedience, without it. Thus are the Divine Attributes juftify'd with

regard to the Permijion of Evil ; and the Gloom of another conneded Doftrine

IS clear'd up ; the eternal Predeftination to Damnation, as over-ruling the

[Fill and beji Endeavours of Man. For if Man is a free Agent, and has the

Power of choofing Good-., his future Happinefs muft necelTarily, through tlie

Merits of his Redeemer^ depend upon this Choice. If his Behaviour takes the

proper
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Alas ! by Dtfobedknce firft we fell,

By Nature now and Habit we rebel : 50

Corrupt the Root, corrupted is the Seed
;

From tainted Sires polluted Sons proceed

:

How impious then the Wretch who God arraigns ?

He gave our Souls, 'tis true, but Vice their Stains

:

Tho' now our Paffions rage with fiercer Fire, 5^

And rebel Nature aids each bafe Defire,

Our Rcafon ftill can hoaft her fov'reign Pow'rs,

It we refifl their Force, the Fault is ours.

i\nd hence we Hiou'd in hifaiicy begin

To free this Reafon from the Reins of Si?i; 60

proper Bias, there is no Doubt but he will " obtain Mercy and find Grace to

help in Time of Need." The whole I'erro'jr of this mod dreadful and dif-

couraging DocVrine, which has diftracted fo many c-onfcientious Chriftians,

feems entirely founded upon their miftaking the Prefcience, or ForekncivkJge, of

God for Y\\% Decree. The Dhine Being fees not as we fee: He perceives by

Intuition, and beholds the paft, the prefent, and the future, at one compre-

henfive View : Thus the Lives of Efau and Jaccli were perfedly beheld by

Him before He had given them Being; which explains that Profeffion " Ji^col/

have I lov'd, and Efmc have I hated •, " which has rtagger'd fo many People,

only becaufe it was pronounc'd l?efore they were hnr. Thus " whom He does

foreknciv, them alfo He does predejlinate ; " thofe whom He foreknows will adl

in Obedience, or Difobedience, to His Divine Commands, He upon the Principles

of eternal Jitftice, predejiinatesy in Confeqnenre of their yUiions, to eternal Hap-

pinefs or Mifery. Nor can the other Texts of Scripture, uj.on this Doctrine,

however myllerious they may appear, be folv'd upon any but the foregoing

Principles, without impious Derogation from the molt amiable Attributes of

God. -

2

Its
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Its Pow'rs from native Prejudice to loofe,

And call forth all its genuine Strength to Ufe.

This * firft great Care upon the Parent lies,

Negledl in this the Child of Courfe deftroys,

Who from his Mother's Womb is prone to 111, 65

And therefore aiks this Aid to guide his Will

;

To fhield him fro7n himfelf, and teach his Soul

Its own impti?'e Propenfions to controul

;

To give the Virtues in his Heart a Place,

And thus prepare it for the Seeds of Grace^ ']0

Which, firmly fixt, will end this innate Strife,

Will grow, and fpread, and flourifh thro' his Life

;

And, when on Earth their proper Fruits are giv'n,

Will rife at laft, and lift the Saint to Heavn.

This the Reward a virtuous Parent gains.

His Child's Salvation amply crowns his Pains.

Some ^Q.w Exceptions we perhaps may find

Of good Inftru6lion loft upon the Mind

;

* This pleafing Care I might have faid -, for fo it is finely reprefented by

Mr. Thomson in the following Lines

:

Then infant Reafon grows apace, and calls

For the kind Hand of an afTiduous Care

:

Delightful Tafk ! to rear the tender Thought,

To teach the young Idea how to fhoot.

To pour the frefh Inftruftion o'er the Mind,

To breathe th' enliv'ning Spirit, and to fix

The gen'rous Purpofe in the glowing Bread.

C ' Where
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Vv^here all a tender Parent's kindefl Care

Cannot defend his Children from the Snare, 8a
The fatal Snare of Fice, fo widely fpread,

The wifefl: fhou'd be cautious how they tread y

Since from the Man, who thinks hinifelf moft wife,

Humility
J

the Guard of Virtue^ flies.

llence in high Life^ where Pride elates the Mind, ^^

Untainted Morals \^"e ihall rarely £nd :

Here Youth, when firft beneath a Tutor's Care,

Of ample Fortunes knows himfelf the Heir

;

And falfely hence his little Mind expands,.

In Profpecl of his Titles and his Lands : 90

Falfely expands ; becaufe thofe noble Ends

On which a Man's intrinfick Worth depends^

Reafons Improvement, Truth's exalted Aim,

And Virtue^ which alone can build his Name,

(Studies by which the ever op'ning Mind 95

Is juflly raisM, extended, and refin'd,,)

He leaves th-e Care of thofe, whofe kinder * Fates

Have made them happier, tho' without Eftates.

And thus the Men whofe Station gives them Weight

To fway the Vulgar, and dired them, right, 1oa

* Confidering the ancient Vfe, and modern Perverjion of the Word Fates, it

may be neceflary to obferve, that all that is here meant by it is Lotst or Stations,

in Life, as the Appointments of Providence.

Not
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Not having properly imbib*d, in Youth,

Th' eternal Laws of Reafoii and of Truths

Inftead of aiding Virtues facrcd Caufe,

And giving Sanation to her dying Laws,

To growing Vice their whole Affiftance lend, \<:>'^'

And moft oppofe what moft they fhou'd defend

:

Their Rank of Courfe, will give their Vices Ground^

And fell Exajnple fpreads the Poifon round
;

Whilft their Dependants all their Crimes acquire)

And each Inferiour imitates the ^Squire t itc)

Thus Vice is fpread^ and God opposed by thofe^

On whom His injur d Goodnefs moft beflows.

Let us, in Part, thofe daring Crimes furvey

Which fill the Round of each licentious Day
;

Which, burniih'd o'er by Gold, deceive the Eye, i r t

Or, fcreen'd by Cuflom, pafs unpuniHi'd by

;

Which yet moft clearly fhew Guilt's future Doonij

And God's jujl Vengeance in a Day to come.

Firft view the Man whofe reinlefs Padlons ro\'e

Through all the guilty Wiles of lawlefs Love
; 120

I'he higheft Aim to which his Heart afpires

Is fully to indulge its loofe Defires

;

Which hence to all their brutal Force give Wavj

And dare the Virgin's fpotlefs Heart betray
;

C 2 An
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An A6t the truly Gen'rous bluHi to namey 1.2 5-.

Yet he who perpetrates it laughs at Shame j.

Avows his Crime, and impioufly pretends,

His Gold can make the ruin'd Wretch amends,

Since fome Inferiour, charm'd by this alone,

Confents to make the Infamy his own,. 1.3.0-.

And, loathing, takes a Creature to his Bed.,

From whom the Charms of Innocence are £ed>:

'Tis- true we don't in lower Natures find

That hen and fner Feeling of the Mind,

Which claims in more exalted Souls a Place, 13.5:

And gives the pungent Senfe of a Difgrace :

But fuch a Blot muft wound a Hufband's Eye,

And hurt, in meaneft Hearts, comiubial Joy .\

On. ev'ry little Jarr, the Wife flill hears

Her former Folly founded in her Ears. 140:

Befides, when thus a V/oman's nohkji Boajl

By Vice is riil'd, and for ever loft,

Her Mind grows dcfp'rate, carelefs fhe furveys

Her future Adlions, and her future Days

;

Her reftlefs Thoughts to no fixt Aim attend, 145

And doubt the Love of ev'ry virtuous Friend.

Not a mean Match, or Heaps of fordid Ore,

Can Jjmoc.ence or inward Eafe reftore

,

Can
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Can the dear Sweets of former Virtue buy,

Or foften with Regard the publick Eye. 150

No more the Dignity of honeft Fame,

Or jufl: Efteem, do Honour to her Name

;

Indiff'rence and Difguft alone remain.

Her Sex's Cenfure, and her own Difdain

:

Her PafTions hence fubdue, without Controul, 155
Her languid Spirits, and her fickly Soul,

Which now no longer boafts its heav'nly Sway,

But to her guardlefs CoiiduEi falls a Prey.

Such is the End of Vke^ fo bafe the Man,

Who dar'd, at firft her heedlefs Heart trepan : 160

However, in the partial Breath of Fame,

Titles or V/ealth may varnifli o'er his Name,

And teach a venal World to fcreen my Lord

From that, for which Inferiours are abhory'd

;

Titles and Wealth for no fuch End were giv'n, i 65

Or e'er can bribe the right'ous Hand of Heav'n :.

'Jufike to no fuch partial Pleas attends,

But ftrikes or Prince^ or Peafant^ who oftends.

The Men we meet, in thefe degen'rate Times,

Who think their Fortunes juftify their Crimes, 170

Who view the virtuous Maid, with vicious Eyes,

And judge, becaufe fhc's foor^ fhe's lawful Prize,

* Not
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Not facred Truths or genuine Nature know,

Or think this Creature, whom they hold fo low,

With them to all that's great has equal Claim, 175

Her Soul^ her future Hopes ^ her God the fame.

How guilty then the Man, who tries his Pow'r

To fnare her Virtue in a guardlefs Hour I

Who boldly dares her Innocence deftroy,

An6. Jlain her Soul in Heav'n's all-perfeB Eye! 180

"V'/ou'd calm Reflection juftly view the Deed,

ConviSiion and Repentance muft fucceed.

But, here, alas! the grand Misfortune lies,

Who needs it moft, the Voice of Reafon flies,

Tumult, and raging Paflions flill controul 185

That gentle Voice^ which whifpers to the Soul

;

Hence the ungen'rous Crime we here have view'd

For want of Thought is impioufly purfu'd :

Its ^Aggravations never can appear,

Whilfl: Folly dims the Eye, and Pkafure bribes the Ear : 190

And thus the Men, whofe Conduct {ztx\ aright

Wou'd make them hate themfelves, and loath the Light,

Degen'rate heed, nor Decency, nor Fame,

But glory in the loweft Ads of Shame.

Hence is the Ruin of the virtuous Maid 195

Amidft the Feats of Gallantry difplay'd :

Each
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Each vile Affedion lords it o'er the Mind,

Whilft Confcic?ice, 7?-uth^ and Pitjy are refign'd.

But ftill more vile, more cruel to the Fair,

Is he who bafely hides the fiital Snare ; 20©

Who, wrapt in Virtue s Cloak', fedatcly tries

That laft Refource which half the Sex defiroys

:

Which fhews falfe Man, and gives the Fair juft Caufe

To blefs the facred Prieft, and binding Laws.

The Jly Deceiver here aiTumes the Mien abc

Of hifiocence^ all Imiling and ferene :

With oily Words, and fober Shew of Truth,

He bribes her Reafon, and beguiles her Youth,

As treach'rous Servant aids the artful Thief^

He deals her Honour from her frail Belief; 21a
Perfwades her, Heav'n no Marriage Rites allows,

But what are feal'd by Lovers mutual Vows,

And that thefe Vows in fecret may be giv'n

To bind as firm before all-feeing Heav'n:

That meer external Forms can never bind, 21c

Or human Laws enflave the free-born Mind :

That what he a/ks, her Reafon mult fuggeft,

Is but a faithful Hufband's fond Requeft :

And, that when Sol next gilds the fmiling Lands,

The pious Prieft fhall join their plighted Hands. 220

Skill'd
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Skill'd ill Deceit, he forges Sighs and Prayers,

Art argues, FaJfio?i pleads, and Falfehood fwears

:

Thus fool'd, the yielding Virgin half confents,

Then fees her Crime, and ftarting half repents

:

The Filial?!-Spoiler * marks, with fecret Joy, 225

Virtues laft Luflre in her foften'd Eye,

Where

* Villain Spoiler. Every one, who gives liimfelf Leave to think, mod acknow-

ledge, th^t the Man who robs an innocent Creature of her Virtue, deferves this

Character; he will at leail allow it, who makes the following Cafe his own.

M<e(hu5, behold tliy darling Daughter led»

Captive of Gold, to luftful Pollio's Bed :

From Cngle Adts a bold Ofiender grown.

Till turn'd a lawlefs Strumpet on the Town :

A bafe Difiionour to the human Race,

Thy Soul's worft Wcund, thy Family's Difgrace.

As thy cvjn Child this wretched Creature view.

And with a Parent's Heart her Fate purfue i

Behold her traverfing the guilty Streets,

Below the Scorn of evr'y IVretch flis meets-.

Her Alcdcfiy and facred Virtue fled.

And eacli vile Hour a Projlitute for Bread:

Till Vice at laft concludes in dire Dileafe,

Then Pain, Def^air and Death, their r/t7/?« feizej

Outcajl of God, whiift each falfe Friend retires.

She, whelm'd in hopelefs Agony expires.

Will Mcecbus ftill the frjl lewd Aft defend.

And hold this PoUio for his Bofom Friend.'

I am obliged for this Thought, and Part of the preceding Lines, to a learned

md ingenious Friend; whofe own Goodnefs of Heart indwc'd him to hope this

affeiSting Pifture might have its Weight with others.

Captive
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Where trembling Fear, and ^niggling Love contend,

Urges again his Suit, and gains his End.

So in the dying Lamp you oft have fcen

The Flame that burnt lo fteady and fcrene, 230

Drain'd of the Ojl that kept that Flame alive,

In vain, with overwhelming Darkmfs flrive,

With languid Gleams rclucbant leave our Eyes, •
It beams one bright Adieu, and then for ever dies.

Thus finks x\\zFair to Shame, vvhilft Sillers feoff, "235

And Vaffal, as my Lord, can laugh it off.

But, if fo vile a Wretch a Pow'r u'ill own,

To whom his Adions are diftindly known.

Captive of Gold. The pernicious Power of Gold, univerfal as it is, is perhaps

in "no Inftance more fatally feen than in that before us. When indeed it is

audacioufly, and without Difguife, offer'd as the Price of Virtue, it can only be

accepted by Minds already loft to the Value of what they facrifice to it. But

it is Gold likewife which too often gives the Promife of Marriage from a Su-

periour its gr^ateft and mod deflniolive Influence ; as this is frequently only

vicious Artifice, and ends in the Ruin of the Fair.

Will M£chus fiill the>y? lewd Aft defend.

And hold this Pollio for his Bofom Friend?

Tes; there are thofe who are not afham'd to defend even fuch an Aft as this-,

or to hold the Wretch, who is guilty of it, as a Bofom Friend: Unlefs he

fhou'd perpetrate the fame in their own Family ; and then Pride, not Virtue, may

be the Parent of Refentment.

D Be
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Be but the Jujtke of this Pow'r confefs'd.

His guilty Fleart * will beft explain the refi— 240
Others there are, with nobler Natures born,

Who fuch bafe Arts, and cruel Meawiefs fcorn;

AVho thus to wrong the virtuous Maid refufe,

And yet remorfelefs haunt the naufeous Stews

:

in thefe fome languid Sparks of Grace are found, 245

Where Nature tries with Confcience to compound j

Striving to fcretch the gracious Laws of God,

And plead his Impulfe to avoid His Rod :

But Reafon^ when it leans to Vice^ of courfe

Lofes its Weighty and gives up all its Force. 2 50

*Tis hard, fay they, to conquer thofe Defires

Which God firfl: gave, ^ccA Nature ftill infpires ^

* Ye Sons of Night, whofe each deftruftive Word

Stabs with more Keennefs than a Ruffian's Sword ;

Whofe hydra Love can triumph in Offence,

A Love that fmiles at ruin'd Innocence :

Say, did you ne'er refle6l» when at your Side

Truth bkd, Peace groan'd, and murdered Virtue dy'd

;

Did you ne'er think, whea frantick with Defpair

You've feen the Ang.ui(h of fome weeping Fair,.

Whofe Voice, once fweet as Philomela's Lay,

On Darknefs cali'd, and curs'd the coming Day

;

Whofe fnowy Bofom heav'd. continual Sighs,

While Tears ran ftreaming from her lovely Eyes :

Ah ! did you i->e'er, with Terror at his Rod,

Hear the loud Voice of an affronted God?
O G I L V I E.

When
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When we indulge them, not where Virtue Hves,

Or Imiocence her facred Trcafure gives,

But where polluted Wretches {In for Need, 255

And pow'rful Cuftom fandtifies the Deed
;

Our Gold from prefent Want may fuch releafe,

We never can their conftant Crimes increafe.

Thus vicious Art in Reafon's Garb appears,

And falfely founds in Paflion's partial Ears : 260

By thefe weak Pleas each Man benumbs his Breaft,

And lulls his Confciencs in deceitful Reji.

But if each Man his ferious Thoughts wou'd own.

Such Pleas again wou'd be advanc'd by none.

For of his Soul if each took proper Care, 265

PafTion in vain would fpread her fatal Snare

;

And, if himfelf each nobly wou'd fubdue,

A total Reformation muft cnfue.

This Reformation never may take Place.

What then, my Friend ? this alters not your Cafe. 370

Each Man, when calFd to anfwcr for his Soid^

Shall anfvver for himfelf, and not the Whole.

* Be ftrong, live happy, and love ! but firft of al!

Him, whom to love is to obey, and keep

His great Command •, take heed left Paffion fway

Thy Judgment to do ought, which elfe Free Will

Wou'd not admit i

iVI 1 L T O N".

D 2 Wkat
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J <( 11.What Thoufands fay, what impious Thoufands do,

If you offend, will not excufe for you.

By Firttie fway'd, tho' you this Crime refrain, 275
The Wretch may fm, the Brothel may remain ;

'^'^'^'
'^^^. ^^^^^^

The Vicious here may bafe Defires obey,^"""
""'"*'- ^>^'^^

•

•>

And give their Paffions unrefifted Sway :

Whilft thefe debafe their Sou-Is in vile Purfuits,

And fmk themfelvcs below their Fellow-Brutes, 280
If you obey your Maker's ftridl Command,

And all the Arts of treach'rous Vice withftand,

By good Difcourfe, and good Example fliow,

The Pleafures which from facred Virtue flow
;

You ad confiftent with the gcn'ral Plan,^ 285

And perfect ail you ought in all you can.

Your Soul from Guilty by Confcience, thus debarr'd,

Tho' others fm, fhall reap its full Reward.

Wou'd thofe vi'ho £nk in fell Corruption's Tide,

Their Fortune wafted, and their Health deftroy'd, 290

To fave themfelves, fpend half that Wealth and Care,

To fliield * from Rui?2 the deferted Fair^

* Next to preventing the Ruin of innocent Girls, may be recommended the

Encoiiiagement of the Magdalene Houfe. And furely they who have been in-

ftrumental either in depriving young Creatures of their Virtue, or, after they

have loft it, continuing them in their Sins, fhou'd at leaft endeavour to make
feme Atonement by a hberal Contribution to this excellent Foundation.

To
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To rhield them from the Wretches, whofe vile Trade

Has Milhons of thefe Innocents betray'd
;

Health, Eafe, and Honour, then vvou'd fill the Place 295

Of Sicknefs, Self-abhorrence, and Difgrace

;

A rlght'ous God vvou'd view the Godlike Deed,

And an eternal Recompence fucceed.

How e'er, by PalTion blinded, Men may claim

The Fair as Partners of their Guilt and Shame, 300

And think their feeble Minds fliou'd look no higher

Than juft to gratify a bafe Defire,

For nobler Ends Heav'n lent them ev'ry Grace^

And marks the Wretch who dares thefe Ends debafe.

Thus Wofjia?! was at firft on Man beftow'd 30^

The laft and lovelieft of the Gifts of God :

To ftrike his Eye her outward Charms defign'd \

Her Virtue^ to ingraft them on his Mind. - .

'Tis this alone her genuine Luftre gives.

The facred L,ife by which her Beauty lives. 310

Rob her of this, and all her Beauty dies,

And inftant fades before our loathing Eyes

:

Impure Reflections ftain each drooping Charm

Blot her whole Form, and all her Pow'r difarm j

Defpis'dj
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DefpisM, deferted, and condemn'd by all, 315

Nay, by the very Wretch who works her * Fall,

She links, of innate Modefly bereft,

A fhining Monfler then is all that's left.

Preferre from baleful Vice her fpotlefs Mind,

She'll be the lovely Creature Heav'n defign'd : 320

A Form, in which each rival Grace combines,

Where inward Worth in outward Softncfs iliines

:

Where Virtucy to her higheft Pitch renn'd,

Is clad with native Tendernefs of Mind,

Which thus can Man's moft ftubborn Pow'rs controul, 325

And gently fteal into his inmoft Soul \

* Life fwarms with Tlh, the boldeft are afraid ;

Where then is Safety for a tender Maid ?

Unfit for Conflict, round befet with Woes,

And Man^ whom leaft (he fears, her \vorjl of Fas !

When ki'id, moft crueJ , when obhg'd the moft.

The leaft obliging ; and by Favours loft.

Cruel by Nature, they for Kindnefs hate.

And fcorn you for thofe Fils themfelves create.

If on your Fame our Sex a Blot has tlirown,

'Twill even ftick, thro' Malice of your own,

Moft hard! in pleafing your chief GVcry lies;

And yet from pleafing your chief Dangers rife.

Then pleafe the Bejl ; and know, for Men of Senfe^

Your Jlrcngeft Charms are native Irowcence.

Y O U N o.

Thofc:
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Thofe finer Feelings to his Mind impart,

Which charm, fubdue, and humanize his Heart.

Hence Virtue and EJieem with PafTion blend, . .

Hence nobly join the Lover and the Friend; 330

Thus is the Man of Senfe fecurely won,

And Virtue finifhes what Love begun

:

Virtue alone inverts the heav'nly Maid

With Charms.^ which envious Time can ne'er invade

;

Which firmly fix her Lover's Heart and Eye, 335

Tho' all the Rofes on her Cheek fhould dye.

Thefe are the LeiTons Friendfiiip would fuggeft

To kindle Virtue in the female Breafl

;

To fhew the Fair that Dignity of Mind,

Which Heav'n the Guardian of their Sex defign'd, 340

And teach thofe latent Sparks of Worth to glow

Which fhew what Duties to themielves they owe.

* Of Virtue's Foes retain a conftant Dread,

This o'er your Cheeks will throw the confcious Red,

Will give that facred Lightning to your Eye

"Which Vice and Impudence will always fly.

If in Love's Field you v/ou'd be truly brave

The Man of Virtne and of Senfe inflave :

For ever keep Uiis golden Rule in View,

"Who's true to Viriue will be true to Tcit.

To thofe who can with Innocence receive

You may with Safety modeft Freedoms give :

And tho' the viciotis Coxcomb calls You Prude

Dare to be augry, when be dares be rude,.

If
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If by thefe Cautions one aflaulted Fair

Should fhield her Virtue from the fatal Snare ;

If one Attempt of treach'rous Vice is foil'd,

Or one fond Parent fave a darlino- Child^

Or ©ne aw'd Son of Guilt, with confcious Mind,

Shou'd hence forbear the Rtmi he deiign'd,

How nobly has the Mufe employ 'd her Lyre !

'Tis all to which her loftieft Notes afpire

;

A heav'nlv Recompence rewards her Lay,

Which Vice ne'er gave, nor Malice takes away.

345

350

AN
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A PiBure of its odious Conclufion : The Omnipresent
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here and hereafter. The Wifdom of him who foffakes his
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?»!<!>$« i^^s^gH U S were the facred Laws of Heav'n obey'd,

^ l ^ Co7ifcie?tce wou'd rule, and Equity perlua.de

:

^^^H^h:^ Th' eternal Intcreft of a deathkfs Soul,

Wou'd all the treach'rous Wiles of Vice controul.

Impetuous Pallions may pretend, in vain, 5

No Reas'nings can their raging Force reftrain

;

'Tis all Pretence ; fome Conflicts may enfue,

But Heav'n-fraught * Reafon will tlieir Force fubdue.

Since thefe fell Pallions, which inflame the Mind

The genuine "TeJJs of Virtue were defign'd : 10

Her Worth, her Glory, and her future Prize,

In juft Proportion to T'emptatio?t rife.

And yet for ev'ry Crime, and grofs Abufe,

Temptatiofi ftiU is made the bold Excufe:

Nay, for thofe Sins the ready Plea fupplies, 15

Which mufl from wilful Difobcdience rife.

* The Author is far from infinuatlng the SufHciency of human Reafon :

And fiirely every one who reflefls at all, mud be fully convinc'd, tiiat there

is Nothing to be expeded from it, as a moral Principle, without the Co-operation

of Divine Grace.

E 2 See
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See Crimes increafing on the guilty Town,

Which once from Heavn brought * Jlammg Vengeaitce down.

See, and behold that weak, though trite, Pretence

The Power of Paillon, pleaded by Offence : 20

Man can offend, you Tee, without one End,

But only this, the Pkafu7-e to offend^

Can Reafon^ Virtue^ PaJ/ion^ Confcience quell,

To brave Omnipotence, and purchafe Hell.

'Tis hard for Rimi + Nature to fubdue ; 2 ^

How eafy with a promis'd Heavn in View !

On ev'ry Side, unaw'd by Shame or Fear,

The daring Voice of bold Profanencfs hear •

To this, "Temptatmi can have no Pretence,

No Plea of Profit, Pleafure, or of Senfe; 30

No poilible Advantage can accrue,

But Horrour, Scorn, and Infamy, enfue.

And yet, the virtuous Man his Hearing loaths,

VVhilft all our echoing Streets refound with Oaths i

Infants imbibe them with the common Air, 35

Before they learn X.ofpeak.> they learn io fwear.,

* Alluding to the Deftrudlion of Sodom by Fire from Heav'n.

\ In the Commifllon of this Crime, Men miift fm mecrly for the Sake of

finning^ muft conquer ihzjr own Nature, on Purpofe to offend their Almighty
Creator and Benefactor, and confcquently to purchafe eternal Ruin for

themfelves.

Untutored
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Untutor'd Tongues corrupted Ears obey,

And, fearlefs, lifp Damnation at their Play

:

Thus impious Habits unrefifted grow.

And Childrejis Vices from their Parents flow. ' 40

This Crime from Pride and Paflion rofe at firft,

'Till o'er Mankind it like a Torrent burft :

Was early bred amongft the guilty Great

By Infolence of Office, or of State

:

'Twas here alone each little Tyrant's Claim , 45

To trifle with his dread Creator's Name,

The Poor with impious Expletives to brave,

And curfe the Wretch whom Fortune made his Slave..'

But now, the Slave himfelf his Maker dares.

And boldly, from his Lord's Example^ fwears. 50

Nay, even thofe whofe Minds in Part reftrain

Their Tongues from what is vicious and profane,

Who juft Abhorrence of this Crime declare.

And for themfelves would not be thought to fwear,

From others will repeat the impious Joke, 55

And thus their Maker equally provoke:

The Man who laughs at Oaths which he repeats.

Nor thinks he flns, his injur d Confcie72ce cheats:.

If by his Manner he the Crime allows

He fliares in all the Guilt which he avows, - 60

Immerges
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Immerges in the fame polluted Tide,

Embracino; what he feems but to avoid.

But let all fuch, with juft Degrees of Fear,

Remember that their Maker's awful Ear

Is always open to each impious Word, 65

Which is as furely regifter'd as heard :

And muft be anfwer'd for, at that great Day

When Confde?7ce fhall her flighted Pow'r difplay.

Equivocation thus, by Art's weak Aid,

The flinging Guilt of Faljliood wou'd evade, 70

And hopes her Fraud unpuniili'd to enjoy,

Becaufe flie lit rally avoids the L,ye :

How do fuch little Wiles their End defeat.

The Sin is not in Soimd but in Deceit

:

An artful Sentence, or a thin Diiguife, 75

May pafs on Fancy's Ear, or Folly's Eyes,

But furely this ridiculous Pretence,

Can never v/eigh with Co7ifcie72ce^ or with Senfe \

Much lefs will Pardon or Acceptance find,

With an All-holy and All-perfeEl Mind. 80

But hence my Mafe, refume thy former Lays,

To fmg thole mighty Heroes of our Days,

High in the Rank of guilty Greatnefs plac'd.

As genuine Sons of Spirit and of Tafte.

Behold
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Behold the Gamefler, £r'd with frantick Rage, 85
Which nothing but DzJiruEimi can aflVage

;

His Courage in tlic boldell Light to (liow,

Rifquing his All on one precarious Throw.

Hope, Fear, Ambition, Avarice and Spleen,

By Turns, are in his tortur'd Afpecl feen :
- oq

His palfy'd Hand emits the fatal Die,

Whilft his /card Soul Hts trembling in his Eye :

Till fudden Rui?i {adly feals the Whole,

And wild DiJlraEito7i rufhes on his Soul.

Thus the whole Blifs of Life is thrown away, g^

By the impetuous Madnefs of a Day.

Think, if for noble Ends Man's Wealth is giv'n,

How fuch a Wretch will make Account to Heav'n :

So thinks as wifely to avoid, in Time,

The Icaft Approaches to fo bafe a Crime. 100

The dire Effeds of Drinking next we view.

The Guilt and hateful Scenes that hence enfue

:

Here the laft Pow'rs of finking Virtue die,

Prefumption wounds the Ear, and Horrour iliocks the

Eye.

The Trifles vanifh'd which employ'd the Light, 105

Returning Tumult ufhers in the Night

:

Sedate
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Sedate RefleBmi flies the frantick Soul,

Whilft Riot rifes in the raging * Bowl.

Now round the Table clofe the boift'rous Clan, no
Refolv'd to murder all the Pow'rs of Man :

They're met, 'tis true, but not to talk., or thi?tki

The Bufnefs of the Meeting is to drink.

* I drank i I lik'd It not : 'twas Rage ; 'twas Noife ;

An airy Scene of tranfiiory Joys.

In vain I trufted, that the flowing Bowl

Would banifh Sorrow, and enlarge the Soul.

To the late Revel, and protrafted Feafl

Wild Dreams fucceeded, and diforder'd Reft

;

And as at Dawn of Morn fair Reafoi's Light

Broke thro' the Fumes and Phantoms of the Night

What had been faid, I afk'd my Soul, what done

;

How flow'd our Mirth, and whence its Courfe begun.

Perhaps the Jeft that charm'd the fprightly Croud,

And made the jovial Table laugh fo loud.

To fome falfe Notion ow'd its poor Pretence,

To an ambiguous Word's perverted Senfe,

To a wild Sonnet, or a wanton Air,

Offence and Tenure to the fober Ear.

Who drinks alas ! but to forget -, nor fees,

That melancholy Sloth, fevere Difeafe,

Mem'ry confus'd, and interrupted Thought,

Death's Harbingers, lie latent in the Draught

:

And in the Flow'rs that wreath the fparkling Bowl,

Fel! Adders hifs, and pots'nous Serpents roll.

Prior.

Inceflant
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Inceffant hence the copious Cups go round,

And naufeous * Toajls with bafc Applaufe arc crown'd ;
'

Infulted Reafon quits her tott'ring Throne, nr
And flaming Paflions all RcRraint difown :

Hence, guardlefs Vice, devoid of fecret Art,

Difplays to open View her inmoft Heart

;

' ;

The facred Laws of Heav'n are difallow'd,

And blackeft Crimes, without a Blufh, avow'd : 120

Whilll impious Oaths and Jokes alternate rife,

Confirm the bold Afffo?tts, and bear them to the Skies.

Mean while the fwimming Eye, and trembling Hand,

The abler Aid of ftronger Heads demand,

To fee, confiftent with their grand Defign, 12c

Each loathing Stomach has its Share of Wine

;

Since, by the Laws of Drinking, they are bound,

To fee each others Manhood fairly drown'd.

* This odiciis Pratiice is become fo univerful, that a Man of common Decmcy

will hardly meet with a Company, in which the Virtue of his Mind will not,

in this Injiance, be offended. It is certainly a (hameful Breach of Good-manners -,

and yet nothing is more frequent, than to fee Perfons of the moft facred Cha-

ra^ier this Way infulted. But no Man can regret quitting a Company, out

of which common Modejly and common Ci-vility have been firtl expell'd. He
who gives himfelf the leaft Time to reflect, will be immediately convinc'd, that

this 'vicious Cujiom is the higheft Difgrace to his Mova'.ity. Nor can he think

it a Credit to his Underjianding, if he remembers thofc excellent Lines of

Mr. Pope ;

Obfcenity to IVit has no Pretence,

For Want of Decency is Want of Senfe,

F The
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The mighty Monfters who fubdue the Field

At laft to whelming Loads of Liquor yield ; 130

No Hand remains to ferve the vicious Will,

But down at once they fmk in focial Sv^ill.

View now, with trembling Thought and forr'wing Siglit,

The Scene of Horrour which concludes the Night i

A Scene, where impious Men, at once appear 1 3 5

Immers'd in Guih, and yet devoid of Fear ;

Where all that's human from the Breaft is torn,

And Nature fmks almoft below our Scor^i.

The Hero of the Evening firft behold,

His Name in Riot's earlieft Lifts inrol'd, 14-0

He who fo lately pufli'd the murd'ring Glafs,

The Dread of others, now himfelf, alas !

All pale and fpeechlefs, in his dying Caufe,

Is vanquiiVd by his own inhuman Laws

:

Back on his Chair his pond'rous Head reclines, I45

And all the Triumph of the Night refigns.

Stretch'd on a Couch a fecond Vidim lies,

Convulfive Reachings ftrain his ftarting Eyes,

The mighty Strugglings vex his boiling Blood,

'Till from his Mouth fwift burfts the naufeous Flood j 150

Then ends the raging Tumult in his Breaft,

And, fitly drench'd in Filth, he fmks to Reft.

Here
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Here reels a third ao-ainfl; the echoins Walls,

And thence upon the guilty Table falls
;

Cups, Glall'es, Bowls, and Bottles he deftroys, 155

Then bury'd in the mighty Ruin lies

;

The pointed Spoils his ftreaming Temples wound,

And Wine and Blood remingle on the Ground.

A fourth with half clos'd Eyes and ftamm'ring Tongue,

In vain, attempts to murmur out a Song
; 160

Infulting Hickups check the fault'ring Strain,

And half remember'd Stanzas mock his Brain.

Here Champions who their former Feats have told,

And bragg'd of Stomachs that can Oceans hold,

With loaded Paunches, now fupinely fnore, 165

Like breathiJig HogJJjeadsy on the floating Floor.

With heedful Mind this hateful Scene furvey,

A Scene, no Numbers fitly can difplay
;

Too vile for Words, too loathfome for the Light,

The Bane of Reafon^ and the Shame of Sight

:

1 70

Each Aggravation let your Thoughts unfold,

And then the prejhit Deity behold,

A Witnefs to the Horroiirs of a Scene

Which Man muft blufli his Fellow-Man has fcen.

How then can he, who thus has dar'd His Rod, 175

Support the mvful Prefe?ice of the God!

F 2 The
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The God, who views him with a righteous Eye,

And whofc juft Wrath for ever can deftroy.

Oh ! dreadful Thought ! for fure his Wrath muft rife

Againft the Wretch, wlio thus His Pow'r defies. i8o

Methinks as Juftice whelms my Soul with Fear,

Thefe awful Accents ftrike my trembling Ear

:

" Is this, O Man, the Faith and facred Truft

" For which my Goodnefs rais'd thee from the Duft ?

*^ Are thefe the Pow'rs which envious Hell controul, 185

" The Pow'rs I gave thee to defend thy Soulf

*' Is this vile Scene the Gratitude I find

*< For all the Charms of Body and of Mind?

" Was it for this my gracious Hand imprefs'd

" With foft Humanity thy feeling Breaft ? 1 90

*' Form'd thee ere6l to view thy native Sky,

*' And fir'd with heav'nly Beams thy radiant Eye ?

** Bade facred Reafon o'er thy Afped (hine,

** And fix'd thy Soul immortal^ and divi?je?

*' Ohl loft to all that's worthy, great, and good, 195

*' In all that's wretched, mean, and bafe, imbru'd !

" In vain I ftrive to fhield thee, and to fave,

" Whilft thus thy Crimes my injur d Jufiice brave.

*' View, ye celeftial Hoft ! this foul Difgrace,

" 'Tis thus I'm honour'd by the human Race

!

200

** Behold
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" Behold your Fellow-Native of the SkieSj

*' As thus immers'd in odious Guilt he lies

:

" Of evVy heavnly Ornament bereft,

" See ye one Feature of my Image left ?

" Shall Cuch a Wretch your bright Affembly join ; 205
" Or, clad with Glory^ in jny Prefence fhine ?

" No ! fooner fhall my right'ous Arm erafe,

" And ftrike from Being this rebellious Race.

" But I have plighted my eternal * Word,

** Which oft unmov'd his impious Soul hath heard, 210

" That he fhall ever live my Wrath to know

*< In the dread Realms of never-ending Woe.

Such is the Voice of Reafon, and of Heav'n,

To aid this awful Voice was Confcience giv'n
;

In Folly's Path the Sinner to arreft, 215

And raife juji Terrour in his guilty Breaft

;

By v/ife Contrition to avert the Rod,

And calm the Anger of a right'ous God:

A God, vvhofe Goodne/s with His Jujiice vies,

Tho' Man this boundlefs Goodnefs can defpife. 220

Ewjyings, Murders^ Brunkemefs, Revellings, and fucb like : of thi

vohkh I tell you before, as I have alfo told you in Time pajl, that they which

do fucb Things Jhall not inherit the Kingdom of GOD. Gal. v. 21,

'. / SeQ
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See * widely fpread o'er each luxuriant Land

All that can Love and Gratitude command

;

Nothing which can fupport or pleafe deny'd.

Was it with grateful Tempera7ice enjoy'd.

Thro' the rich Meads increafing Herds behold, 225

And hear the joyful Bleatings of the Fold :

See laughing Vales with golden Harvefts fhine.

And the full Vintage burfl: with gen'rous Wine

;

Kindly to aid the Labours of the Year,

Exhaufted 7o/7, and drooping Thought to chear, 230

The linking Heart of Duty to revive,

And keep Invention s adtive Spring alive.

'Tis thus the chearing Glafs, without Abufe^

Will prove its Value in its proper Ufe :

Thus, in the Hand of Prudence^ ferves Mankind, 235

At once the Friend of Body, and of Mnd.

* See widely fpread o'er each luxuriant Land

All that can hove and Gratitude command ;

Thro' the rich Meads increafing Herds behold.

And hear the joyful Bleatings of the Fold :

See laughing Vales with golden Harveft fliine.

And the full Vintage burft with gen'rous Wine.

Thefe Lines are an humble Parody upon that elegant Paflage in the fixty-

fifth Pfalm : Thou crownejl the 2'ear with thy Goodnejs, and thy Clouds drop

Fatnefs. They jhall drop upon the Dwellings of the IVildernefs, and the little Hills

fball rejoice en every Side. The Folds Jhall bi full of Sheep, the Vallies alfo /ball

Aand fo thick is:ith Corn, that they Jhall laugh and fittg.

And
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And thus the Man who Virtue s * Laws obeys,

The very PraElice of thefe Laws repays

:

Whilft Vice in fell Excefs abforbs her Joys,

And thus the very End (lie courts dejiroys, 240

Oh ! wou'd the Man, who teaz'd with innate Strife,

In Pajftons Bondage waftes a wretched Life,

In fome cool Hour, and with a candid Ear, r .

The gentle Voice of calm RefleSiion hear

;

And, free from vicious Prejudice attend 245

To the impartial Reas'nings of a Friend

;

Deftruftive Habits yet might be reprefs'd,

And Virtue fix her Empire in his Breaft.

His future Years from Folly to protedl,

Let him with Terrour on the paft refled:

:

250

And think, if He, who all Things can controul.

Had from a Midnight-Revel fnatch'd his SouU

* It has b;en juftly obferv'd of Virtue, that it is its own Reward ; it has

a natural Tendency to Happinefs ; it is the only Parent of mental Peace, as

this is of bodily Health -, without which there can be no Enjoyment. If there-

fore we look upon it in a kuman Light, we Oiall certainly find its Pra(5l:ic€

the beft Scheme for temporal Felicity. I would not be thought to infmuate

from hence, with the Noble Author of the Charafterifticks, that Morality can

fubfift without Religion : No ; that Peace of Mind, which has juft been men-

tion'd as the Support of all Enjoyment, is a Plant of celeftial Growth •, all

thofe Screams of Comfort, by which it is nourifh'd, flow from the Fountains

of Futurity ; and therefore no one can enjoy the prefent State, but he who

/««U3 look forward upon the future without Fear.

How
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How at the awful Bar he had appear' d,

With all the Horrours he had juftly fear'd !

His Cry for Mercy then had been too late, 255

The Stroke of Death had fix'd his endlefs Fate

!

And fhou'd he rifque his Soul a future Time,

This Admonition aggravates his Crime.

Tho' fudden Death fhould not his Sins enfue,

The Profpect ftill is dreadful in his View ; 260

No Ends which can a wife Man's Wifh engage

;

A fhorten'd Life, and immature Old Age
j

A hateful Paft, through which foul Vice appears i

A haft'ning Future, which he jujily fears ;

And, to compleat the whole, 'twill not be clear 265

Whether Repentance then is Grief or Fear

:

If 'tis the laft, a ufelefs Sigh or Groan

Can never for a Life of Guilt atone.

However thefe Reflexions may appear

In Folly's Eye, or found in Paflion's Ear, 2jo

Tho' foul Debauch corrupt his prefent View,

He who perfifts in Sin will And them true\

Will fee his fquander'd Years for ever gone.

When Worlds can't juftify nor purchafe one :

When
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When Worlds * can't fave his Body from tlie Tcjnh^ 275

Nor fhield his Soul from its approaching Doom.

He furely then is wife, vvhofe timely Care

Redeems his Soul from Folly's fatal Snare

;

Who can by wife Refolves his Crimes forfake,

And the fell Pow'r of guiliy Cujlom break; 280

Who ftands, tho' HeU\ whole Force his Heart affail,

And ftrives again o'er Cojifcisnce to prevail

:

Tho' once betray'd by Paflion's fpecious Pleas,

He now unmov'd the gilded Falfehood fees,

Can all the fhining Baits of Vice withftand, 285

Whilft Virtues nobler Charms his Heart command.

* In that dread Moment how the f; antick Soul

Raves round the Walls of her Clay Tenement,

Flies to each Avenue and flirieks for Help,

But fhrieks in vain. How wifhfully fhe looks

On all fhe's leaving ! now no longer hers.

A little longer, Oh ! a little longer.

Might fhe but (lay to wafh away her Crimes

And fit her for her PafTage \ mournful Sight

!

Her very Eyes weep Blood, and ev'ry Groan

She heaves is big wiih Horrour, But the i-oe

Like a flanch Murderer, fteady to his Purpofe,

Purfues her clofe thro' ev'ry Lane of Life,

Nor milTes once the Track, but prefTes on.

Till forc'd at laft to the tremendous Verge,

At once fhe finks

Blair.

Infernal
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Infernal Sirens thus, are faid of yore,.

To charm with Songs the fair Sicilian Shore

;

DeJIruBioriy floating in the fatal Strain,

In magick Accents fwelFd along the Main ;.

The lift'ning Mariner, intranc'd with Sound,,

Incautious, ran his found'ring Bark aground

:

But once efcaping, arm'd by former Fears,

Againft the pleaflng Witchcraft flop'd. his Ears,

aga

.f^

^nv^-*
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PART III.

^^^:S'^HE Mufe fliall next in bafe DetraBion fKow

'^ 1 ^ Of all that's ^r^^/ and good the meanefl: Foe

:

k^^^j«( In Hell deftrudlive Falfehood brought her forth,

And frowning Envy led the Fiend to Earth
;

Here, fhe has long a kind Reception found, c:

And fpreads with dire Succefs her Poifon round :

Array'd like Truths in borrow'd Pomp fhe reigns,

And weak C^'edulity her Pow'r fuflains

:

The gen'rous Few her impious Sway difown,

Whilft thoughtlefs MilHons croud around her Throne : la.-

With watchful Eyes, to wait her dread Command,

Pale Splee?!^ and fly Infinuation ftand

;

Unpitving C?'uehy^ malignant Hate^

Revenge and Malice.^ clofe in fell Debate ;

:

Whilft paind Sufpicion^ ftill perplex'd with Doubt;, 15^,

Fs tortur'd till the Calumny comes out;

Then foul-mouth'd Fa?ne her ready Trump fupplies,
.

And loudly loads the lab'rmg Air with Lies;.

Befidess
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Beudes all thefe, her Minifters of State,

A thoufand little Sylphs and Sylphids wait; 20

Who, at her Word, with caufelefs Slanders fly,

Blaft with their Breath, and with their Tongues deflroy:

Thefe often flutter round my Lady's Chair,

And whilper pleaflng Scandals in her Ear;

If their falfe Whifpers half Untruths fuggeft, 25

Her fertile Fancy foon fupplies the reft;

Inraptur'd with her own prolifick Mind,

Which in vague Hints can real Meaning find

;

And fee diftinclly, in her pregnant Thoughts,

As in a Glafs, her Neighbours fancy'd Faults: 30

Its Relifh hence her Evening 'Tea receives,

Whilft ev'ry lift'ning Gueft the Tale believes

:

Thus groundlefs Whims, in vicious Fancy bred,

By bufy Triflers thro' the World are fpread

;

And wounded Worth laments a bleeding Name, 35

Thro' link Tattlers^ void of Senfe or Shame.

But the moft vile of all this guilty Tribe

Are they whofe Crimes their Truth and Confcience bribe,

Whofe bafe Cabals, with Thought and cool Defign,

Againft dread Virtue impioufly combine. 4*^

We this bold Vice in Men moft frequent find,

Since it recjuires bafe Stubbornnefs of Mind,

And



Part III. Essay on Immorality. 43,

And is a Sin before all-righteous FIeav'n,

The next to that which ne'er fliall be forgiv'n :

Againft the God Himself that aim'd the Blow,. 4:^5'

And this aflaults His Delegate below

:

Only becaufe his * fpotlefs Life appears,

To publick View, a juft Reproach of theirs ;;

And openly he dares their Crimes defpife,

0r in the Ear will, like a Friend, advife : ea-

'Tis this excites their Envy, and their Hate,^
^

Fiends J
which will furely fix their future Fate :

'

Who wounds the SubjeB in the Sov' reign's Caufe,

Defies the Sov' reign's Per/on and His Laws^

And fliall, in Spite of each infernal Charm, ^e:

Feel the juft Vengeance of His right'ous Ann.

Though wicked Men the Pow'r of Heav'n deny,

And all the Checks of Confcience can defy,

Without Reftraint let loofe their poifo?jous Tongues

Play with your Name, or glory in your Wrongs', 60

Your Condudl change, your Virtues all refign,

And plung'd in Guilty their impious Riots join,

Virtue, as (he is the Author of Reputation and Efleem, is likewlfe the

Parent of Envy : Of this the Gofpel gives us a mofl ftriking Inftancc, in the

Accufation of our Blefled Redeemer himfelf : Filate ftrenuoufly endeavoured to

releafe Him ; and for this particular Reafon, becaufe " he Is.new that the chief/

"Pxiefts had delivered Him for Envy." Mark xv. 10,

1 heir.
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Their ranc'rous Spleen and Malice you'll controul,

But dearly! with the Ruin of your Soul.

Who thus w'lih JJand'rous Vice compounds for Fame, 65

On the moft fatal Bafis builds his Name

;

By her own Strength intrepid Virtue ftands,

And fcorns the Aid of facrilegious Hands \

Unhurt by little Rage, or little Fears,

Bright as the polifli'd Adamant appears : 70

Who ftrikes at this, Jlabs his own future Rejl^

And to the Stroh of Jufiice bares his Breaft ;

Back on himfelf the impious Dart rebounds,

And, barb'd by frowning Confcience, doubly wounds,

Againft this hateful Crime to guard your Soul, 75

Let one unerring Rule your Tongue controul,

Scorn to repeat the Scandals which you hear

Or to the wifefl Head, or fafefi Ear :

Wifdom herfelf may fometimes lofe her Pow'r,

And thus divulge them, in a thoughtlefs Hour ;
80

And, once difcover'd, all your future Care

Can neither flop the Evil, nor repair.

Falfehoods, at tirft, from various Caufes rife,

The Spawn of e?wious Guilt, or weak Surmife ;

But all one common Property enjoy, S5

They pltmie upon the Tongue, ^.ndiflrengthen as they fly.

Thus
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Thus you have feen the rmallefx Globe of Snow,

By Motion to a rifing Mountain grow

;

And Ipurious Coins, made current by Abufe, - ;

Pafs unfufpcded from their frequent life. gp.

Tales, which as palpable Untruths we hear,,

At fecond Hand more plaufible appear

;

A third hnprejjton ftamps the Fidion true,

And thus the Guilty in Part, devolves on you,

And you fhall fliare the Punijljjnent with thofe 9^.

From whom, at firfi:, the foul Co?itagion rofe :

Who broach the Falfehoody and who bafely tell,,

Againft the Laws of Jufiice both rebel ;.

And both- have Caufe to dread that awful Hour^

When all her trembling Foes fhall feel her Powr. icol;

Wou'd Men their Adtions view with wife Confent_,

What Rvils might this previous Thought prevent !

Though Fools fedate RefleSiion * may defpife,

The facred Field where Faith an-d Confcience rife,

* Tho' Fools fedate Reflecflion may defpife.

The facred Field where Truth and Confcience rife,

'Tis the fair Soil where all thofe Duties grow

Which we to God, ourfelveSj and others owe..

And jet,

How oft the Noon, how oft the Midnight Bell,

(That Iron Tongue of Death! ) with folemn Knell,

On Folly's Errands as we vainly roam,

Knocks at our Hearts, and finds our Thoughts from Home !

Yo UN c.

Hi "ijs-,



4^ Essay on Immorality. Part III.

'Tis the fair Soil v/hci-Q all iho^Q Diaies grow 105

Whicli we to God, oiirfelves ^ and others owe.

In this bright Realm, unclouded Truth appears.

And lViJdo?n\ fweetefi: Lelions ftrike our Ears

;

Sage Prudence all her faving Poixj'r difplays,

And Merit reaps her juft Reward of Praife. 1 1 o

Here the rich Bloom of rifing Blifs unlolds,

Whilfi Virtue all her opening Hopes beholds

:

Eternal Reafin builds her radiant Throne

And Vice without one borrow d Charm is fhown.

We fee, in this fell Monjier of the Mind^ 115

Dijl^omur^ Mifery, and Meannefs join'd.

In Proof of which, caft but your Eyes on Pride \

Is there in this one real Good enjoy'd,

Where mimick Greatnefs fills the Throne of Reft,

Peace bleeds, and Comfort quits the raging Breaft? 120

Thus are the Seeds of Happinefs deftroy'd

By the hafe Tyranny of refllefs Pride
-^

Rob'd in ideal Dignity flie ftands,

And Homage from the fervile Crowd demands

:

In her own Thoughts a mighty Goddefs made, 125

Her whole Devotion to heifelf is paid :

Conceit^ and Vanity their Ofi"rings bring.

Which give each trivial Slight a double Sti7jg

:

I - So
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So far as her Prefumption foars too higjy^

She links below the BHfs flie might enjoy : 130

So far as llie unjujlly claims Rcfpedt,

She jiijily meets Derilion and Neglect

:

She always keeps lier fancy d Worth in View,

And thus is balk'd of what fhe thinks her Due.

Imagination cannot form a Thought i^r

With fuch Abfurdity or Mea?i?iefs fraught,

As Pride in Ma?t ; invefted with a Mind

Which muft each Hour his grovling Frailty find :

:

A Being fubjecl to Difeafe and Death,

Unable to enjoy a Moment's Breath, 140

Unlefs fupported by that so v 'reign Cause,

From whom he ev'ry Powr, and ev'ry Comfort draws;

Think on this mighty Being, thron'd on high,

Who fways the Realms of vafl Lmnenfty ;

In whofe dread Prefence wond'ring Ar^gels bend,,
^'\S>

And ardent Hymns of ceafelefs Praife afcend :

Behold this God, with one aU-fearchi?jg Kciy^

.

The wide extended Univerfe furvey :

.

Let the unbounded Thought expaiid your Soul,

Conceive Him viewing tiie tremendous Whole! 150

Thofe mighty P.egions where His PowW appears,

,

And. rules the Motions, of obedient Spheres:

H 2- Wherec
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^yhere mingling Grace and Harmony combine,

And glorious Suns and Tf^orlds unnumber'd iliine :

Where our unfetter'd Thoughts no Limits find, 155

But Wo-nder opens on the op'ning Mind :

Where this our boafted Globe appears no more

Than one finall Sa?id on the extended Shore.

Who thus beholds the Whole muft fure deride,

The abjeSi Littlenefs of humaji Pride: 160

If the whole World as a fmall Point is feen,

Nothing can be conceiv'd fo 'u)eakt or w^^;?,

As little EmmetSy void of Fear or Senfe,

Braving the Vengeance of Omnipotence,

Wou'd Man, exalted on the Wing of Thought, 165

View the divine PerfeElions as he ought,

And, hence defcending, his own Meannefs view,

A Life of Reafo7i wou'd of Gourfe enfuc :

All Folly\ burfting Bubbles wou'd fubfide.

And Wijdotn banifh Ignorance^ and Pride. 170

Thus Man wou'd fee, from this his happieft Hour,

His o-jcn Depe7idencey and his Maker's P(?-iiyV

;

And ivifely hence his whole Endeavours bend

To pleafe, and make this mighty God his Friend.

Thus is Self-Love the Ground oi Duty made, 175

Thus Reafon^ join'd with Interejl, wou'd perfuade

:

Thus
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Thus wou'd Almighty Goodness Vice controiil,

And from the 7iohkJl Motives ("way the Soul.

How juftly hence the Deity may claim

His Favour as our only TViJJj and ylim ! i8«

And, far as Nature will permit, require

A firna Obedie?2ce, perfeSi * and e?jtire

:

Nor fuffer darlmg Vices^ unreprefs'd.

However fmally to lurk within the Bread I

Rebellious Man, when greater Guilt he views, 185

His lejj'er Crimes, though wilful, wou'd excufe

:

Who, impioufly, wou'd thus compound with G o^d,

But court the double Vengeance of His Rod

:

Who fay fuch vile Indulgence Heav'n allows.

Affirm, in Fad, that Heav'n their Crimes avows-, 190

And hence attempt to blot their Make r's Name
With bafe Comnvance at their Si?i and Sha?ne.

And thus they boldly join the guilty Throng,

Perfifl: in what they clearly fee is wrong ;

Still vainly hoping righteous Heav'n will fmile, 195

Only, becaufe they might have been more vile.

How little do fuch wretched Reas'ners know .

What to their Maker, or themfelves they owe?

* " Whofoever fhall keep the whole Law, and yet offend in ene Point, he is

"guilty of all." James ii. 10.

Our
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Our GREAT Creator wifely fix'd us here,

As He direSis^ to fill our deftin'd Sphere

:

2Q0.

His LaKv our lacred Rule of Life is made,.

To which "x firici Obedience mufi: be paid;.

So far as our imferfeSi Nature can^

Heav'n this Obedience will expe6t from Man.

The Ti^ill. of G o d is that if?iportant End 205;

To which our Thoughts and AtiioJis all mufl tend ,

And Difobedience^ in the leafl Degree,

Perftjled in, muft end in Mife-ry.

We cannot hope * 2^ future Life oi Blifs,

Unlefs 'tis- made the grand Defign of this. z.iCn

Who that attentively beholds Mankind

Would jucige them for this glorious End. defign'd ?

* Whoever f^riouOy confiders the Nature of human Obligations, will find

:hetn founded on Religion, as a rational and invariable Rule of Action. The-

erand Defign for which Man was created. was the Attainment of eternal iHap-

pinefs, and Cb-cdience to the Commands of. God, fanflify'd by the Merits of

His Son, the Condition of obtaining it. . It muft hence appear upon the Prin--

ciples both of Gratitude and Self-Love^ that our Duty to Heaven ought to be -

the great Bofinefs of ; our Lives, and over-rule every other. Attachment and.

P.urruit. Our Bshaviouc muft be fteady and confiftenf, to be "this Hour re-

ligious, and the next to conform to the vicious Mode of a Company, or join

»

v^:h a Sup?rioi'.r in ridiculing v/hat is ferlous and important, will not ibve thee

tcue Purpof s.of Living •,

We cannot hope a future Life of Blifs

y.nlefs.'cis. n7ade, the grand Defign of this.

Kivt-.tc^ .
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Virtue-i in Ma7i^ is now an empty Na?riCy

Whilft groianng Vice appears his only Am':

Reafon to 'rciging Pajfwn is rcfign'd, %\c

And Co7ifck?ice cjults her Empire in the Mind

:

In vain flic frowns, in vain flie lifts her Dart,

Pieafure and * Gain ingrofs the guilty Heart

:

That this is true, in the mod; bafe Degree,

We ev'ry Hour may vile Examples fee. 2 go

Religion now htis loft her facred Pow'f^

The BuHnefs only of a v^acant Hour,

A Thing which Men of Spirit can defpife,

Below the Notice of the Great and Wife,

Who fcorn the Condud: of their Lives to draw 225

From that which keeps the -viilgai' Herd in Aw€»

How far this liile hnpiety has fpread,

May now in glaring GharaSiers be read

;

Each little Wretch his Maker now defies,

And breaks thofe ficred, and engaging "Ties 230

* Men drop fo faft, e'er Life's mid Stage we tread.

Few know fo many Friends alive, as dead.

Yet, as immortal, in our up hill Chace

"We prefs coy Fortune with unflacken'd Pace \

Our ardent Labours for the Toys we feek.

Join Night to Day, and Sunday to the Week.

Young.

Which
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which kindly were by gracious H e a v ' n defign'd,

As juft Reftraints to the lice?2tious Mind.

This has in various Inftances been fhown,

And is a Truth alas ! too fully known.

Yet 'twere unjufV to pafs in Silence by 2;^5

One farther Proof of Man's Impiety,

Which \Mi\\ Corruptions fatal Growth difplay ;

The Violation of that facred Day

Which G o D in Honour of Himfelf ordain'd,

Though now 'tis univerfally profan'dl 240

This Day the * D e i t y to Men has giv'h

By juft Degrees to train their Souls for Heav?T,

And publickly to join in grateful Praife

For all the Blcfftitgs of their other Days-.

* When human I/ife is' confider'd as a State of Probation, or as it were a.

Semipiary for future Happinpfs and Perfection, how kind an Inftitution is the

Appointment of the Sabbath-Day ; as a Day of Reft and Recolledtion, from

the Care and Corruption of fecular Affairs ! While the divine -Spirit and Haf-

niony of pubhclc Worfliip, gradually form in the Soul thofe heavenly Difpofi-

tions which are the beft Qualifications for. the Prefence of God,, and the So-

ciety of Saints and Angels.

We may likewife hence obferve, how very careful we fhould be in our common
Behaviour to one another; all Ill-Nature, Afperity and Frowardnefs, mufl: be

fubdued in the Soul, before it is fit to be an Inhabitant of that high and holy,

place to which we afpire : Whenever, by our AcTtions, we injure the Godlike

Principles of Benevolence, or in our Converfation, difgrace our Tongues, by

Untruth, Obfcenicy, or Profanenefs, or even by an unkind or peevifh Anfwer,

,

Tse aft", diredly contrary to that heavenly Temper of Mind, which, we muft^

acqi'ire in this Life, if we exp esSt to be happy in a future..

This.



Part III. Essay on ImmoralitV. 53

This fmall Return He furcly may expecl

;

245

And will as furely pu?iiJJj its NcgleSi :

On tliis His Daj, Necejftty alone

For Ahfence from the Temple can atone

;

And yet how much this crying Evil grows '

Each Jlight Excufe, and 7ieedlefs * Journey fhows. 250

But hold my Mufe ; thou can'ft not fully fcan

Each Impious Crime that bra?ids rebellious Man :

Thou can'ft not fay how much he dares the Rod^

Or Jlights the Goodnefs of a gracious God:

Thou can'ft not fhew Fraud's Majk^ or artful Lye^ 255

Which brave His omniprefe?jt Ear, and Eve:

Nor paint the Midnight Fears, and inward Pain,

Of trembling Villains curs'd with guilty Gain :

Much lefs when all thefe Crimes at once are view'd,

Their Guilt and ^Aggravations all purfu'd, 260

Can all thy Pow'r their ingrate Bafcnefs prove

For a Divine REDEE^^ER's -f dying Love.

* This moft indecent Praftice of travelling upon a Sunday is now become a

common Cuftom. It muft grieve every one wlio willies well to Religion, to

fee People of the highefl Rank, and Influence, proving to the Vulgar, that they

think it a Matter of the moft abjeft lodifFerence, by p ofaning thofe fucred

Hours which are fet apart for publick Woriliip : If this is not a publick Con-

tempt of the Almighty, lurely nothing can be call'd lb.

f When we coafiiler the common Beneficence oi Providence . in t'.,e daily

Blcflings we enjoy, and then Ipok back upon the cojniaon Crimas in the pre-

1 "^icdJi^
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View tlien the Man vv^om confcious Plrtue guides,

Peace fmooths his Brow, and in his Breafl: refides.

No h'Ming Fears his Happimfs controul, 265

Put conflant Comfort rifes in his SouL

His Pleafures hence their genuine Sweets receive,

Siveets which no naufeous Dregs behind them lea\'e

;

But-iliirone pure delightful ReliJJj bring,

Untainted as the Fountains whence they fpring* 270

Pleas'd with the Paft, the Prefent he enjoys^

Whilft future Blifs his aSiive Hope employs.

He who Q\\facred Virtue founds his Views,-

The real Scheme of Happinefs purfues :

]so Fciz^r m Earth cr Hell can hurt the Man 275

Who fquaies his Life by this tmerring Plan.

Shou'd En'-cy frown, or Malice fhake her Dart,

Reiiftlefs Co?ifcie7ice guards his fearlefs Heart:.

Still undifiurb'd his Virtue he enjoys,

And calmly fees the Storms of Fortune rife : 2-80

_

ecding Pages, our rebellious Nature mufl appear in a very unfavourable Light.

But when we refleft ei the ftupendous Mercy of Redemption; when we be-

hold a Divine Perfon, for our Sakes, difrobing himfelf of Majefty and Hap-
pinefs, fubmitcing to all the Mifery and Infirmity of human Nature, and at

kfl expring in the mofl: ignominious and exquifue Torture, to reftore us to

a State of Peace and Friendlhip with Godj when we thus reflect, this un-

paraliel'd Condefcenfion muft fbamp the Ingratitude of Sin, with Charaders fuffi-

cifintly deteftabk to juftil'y the higheft Refenttuent of Almiglity Wrath.

His
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His Mind can never fear extcrnnl Foes,

Which Firtue guards with undiflurb'd Repofe :

Chearful each Morn he meets the fmilmg Liwhtj

Enjoys the Day, and . fvveetly l]eeps at Nio-ht

;

No pungent Thorns his peaceful Pillgw pain, 285.

No fearing Dreams his guiltlefs Heai't arraign :

Nature to him each pure Enjoyment brings,

From real Virtue all their Relifli fprings

:

The -virtuous Man alone has i?iivard Eafe^.

Which foon will teach xh^fmallej} Things to pleafe

;

290.

Without it, not the World itfelf can gi^e

One Thing, which makes it worth a Wijlo to live.

That Truth and Virtue form our Blifs below,

The Annals of all Ages clearly fhow :

See Men of equal Pow'r and W^ealth pofTefs'd,,,. 295.

By fov'reign Confcie?ice only, curs'd or blefs'd :

A guilty Nero flarts at falfe Alarms !

A fearlefs Titus * his AfTaflins arms.,

* Two Patricians having confpired agalnft Titus were dkcovered, convicted,

and fentenced to Death h^ the Senate. But the Godiike Emperor generouOy.

forgave them •, invited them the fame Night to his Table ; and having the

next Day placed them by him at a Shew of Gladiators, when the Weapons of

the Combatants were, according to Cuflom, prefented to him, he dcnred the-

AiTaffins to furvey them.

Suit.

Vice
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Vice flill Is haunted by her fcvicyd Fate,

Whilft Peace and ConJide?Ke on- Virtue wait

:

2^0

Thefe ev'ry Evil, ev'ry Fear defy,

And cahi Rejieciion doubles ev'ry "Joy.

Let Libertines their boift'rous Pleafures boaft.

They are but noify T^retchednefs at mofl

:

The totfring Bafe of all the y^'j they know 305

Is fieeti?icr 'Tumulty or delujive Show,

They rend the Breaft, as Whirlwinds rend the Sky,

And, like the inftant Lightnings, glare and die.

That lafiing Blifs which bears a calm Review,

None but the TVife and Virtuous ever knew: 310

And from this pleafing Retrofpecl will rife

The op'ning Profpccls of eternal Joys,

In thofe bright Realms, where perfect Spirits live,

Poilefs'd of ev'ry Good Omnipotence can give.

The END.

ERRATA
T N the Motto, for culpa read culpa. In the Epiftle to^ Friend, L: 8. from tlie Top of the

* laftPagc, ioi l^riting, r; writJ'ig. Part I ft, p: 10. 1:4- from the Bottom, r-.kesd without

a Comma. P: 17, 1: 2. from the Bottom, after Charm r: a Comma. In the Note at the

Fogt of p: 18, 1: 5. from the Bottom, inftcad of even r: ever. In the Note at the Foot

of p: 28, 1; 6. from the Bottom, itiiie^ii of forget ; t: forget? The fame p: I3l:frcmthe

Bjttom, for iegun, r: begun? In Uie No:e at the Foot of f : 34, inltead of a PanJy upouy

I : Imitation of.
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