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Overview
● CFLA working group updates

● Copyright activities & advocacy efforts

● Copyright & COVID-19



Working Groups

● CUSMA Term Extension
● Crown Copyright
● Controlled Digital Lending
● AI and Copyright 



The USMCA



CUSMA

● July 1, 2020 came into force
Term of protection for anonymous and pseudonymous 
works; sound recordings; cinematographic works

● 2.5 years to implement term extension from the into 
force date of the agreement (Article 20.90)
○ Term of copyright protection increased from life of the 

author + 50 years to life of the author +70 years



CUSMA Term Extension WG

● Meetings with ISED
● Gathering anonymous data and stories regarding 

how copyright extension might impact libraries
● Government consultations expected to take 

place in 2021

https://www.surveymonkey.ca/r/S2W2YMF
https://www.surveymonkey.ca/r/S2W2YMF


Crown Copyright WG

● Issue: libraries should be able to act as stewards for 
government information without fear of copyright 
infringement

● Communications about reform: 
○ CFLA Statements (2018 - 2019)
○ CARL-CFLA Letter Canadians Need Unfettered Access To 

Government Publications In Face Of COVID-19 (2020)
○ Provincial and Territorial liaisons (2021)
○ Meetings with Heritage, ISED, and Treasury Board 

(ongoing)



Controlled Digital Lending (CDL) WG

● CDL is the digital equivalent of traditional library lending. A 
library can digitize a book it owns and lend out a secured 
digital version to one user at a time, in place of the physical 
item. https://controlleddigitallending.org/faq 

● Adapting the US White Paper on Controlled Digital 
Lending of Library Books on CDL for the Canadian context
○ a risk assessment framework for selecting collections 

will follow

https://controlleddigitallending.org/faq


AI and Copyright
Developing a plan to provide guidance and policy recommendations on AI and copyright

AI and authorship discussions give rise to:

Integrating disruptive technologies into current frameworks

Economic rights

Impact of proliferation of AI ‘authored’ works on works of human authorship 

Transformative use exception

EU Trends paper - sui generis rights or related rights protection



Copyright Guidance
● Fair Dealing Guidance for Canadian Libraries 

During the Time of COVID-19 (May 2020)

● Online Storytimes: Copyright Guidelines for 
Canadian Public Libraries During Covid-19 (May 2020)

● Canadian Guide to Marrakesh Treaty  (June 2020)



Other Advocacy Activities
● Open Letter to WIPO - access during pandemic
● Access Copyright Tariffs Confirmed Not Mandatory: A 

Positive Outcome for Universities and their Libraries 
(April 2020)

● CARL-CAUL-CFLA Webinar: Emergency Access and the 
Prospect of Controlled Digital Lending in Canada: 
Perspectives (June 2020)



Copyright and COVID-19

Discussion: What are some challenges your library 
has faced?
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