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A SECOND ADDRESS, &c,

PARLIAMENT, in its original form, fccms to

have been admirably fitted to refift the attack

of corruption. In that primitive ftate, a ma-
jority of the Electors of England appointed a majority

of (he Houfe of Commons ; and in fact, the right of

elecfion annually veiled in the Bod^ ot the People a

regular and complete controul over their Truftees,

In an Aflembly fo conitituted, the poifon of corrup-

tion could hardly fin- admittance in any dangerous
degree ; refpecl to the conllituent body would ge-

nerally operate as a prefcrvative againll it; and on
any appearance of infeftion, that effectual remedy
which the public pofTcfied would be inAantly applied.

But our eafy unfulpicious anceflors unwifely fuffered

our Monarchs from Henry VI. down to Queen EH-
zabeth, to mar the ancient Conftitution by a moft
difproportionate addition of Boroughs. By that un-
happy negligence, the Nation loft in fubliance the

juft and necellary right of controul; and then, the

corruption of a Parliament, no longer checked by
the general voice of the People, cealed to be an im*
practicable attempt.

But though the corruptibility of Parliament may
be juftly dated from that innovation of Royal Autho-
rity, the actual corruption of it was referved for a

more unfortunate period. The (ceds of political de-
pravity via^re for ages latent in the defective frame of
the Houfe of Commons ; and it was poflibie they
might ftill have remained there, in a ftate of haimlefs

inactivity, if chance, and the ill-judged parfimony of
our forefiitheis had not prefgiUed Lq the Crown the

A opportunity
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opportunity for Parlbmentary Sedu6lion. From the

depreciation of money, the ancient falaries paid by
the counties, &c. to their refpeclive Members, had
become too infignificant to be worth their accept-

ance ; and from a mofl abiurd frugality, the necef-

lary augmentation had been improvidently omitted.

Hence arofe a facility to create a corrupt dependence

on the Crown, juft when the danger of all attempts

to controul or aboli !i Parliament by force had been

fully proved by repeated experience. The growing
dilpolition in that Affembly to liften to temptation,

was not long unobferved ; it was feized with alacrity,

and improved with afliduity; and thus the evils

which the inequality of our popular reprefentation

is adapted to produce, were at laft drawn forth to

adual exiftence.

The virtue of Parliament which had refifted every

effort of violence, was foon relaxed by the Ikilful

diftribution of emolument. As this lucrative inter-

courfe grew habitual, their ancient jealoufy of the

Crown decrealed ; their refponlibility to that Public

from whom they derived their exiftence, gradually

became an obfolete idea; and in its Head, more
courtly maxims of duty, better fuited to the new
object of their devotion, were eafily introduced. At
lali, a coalition unknown to the genuine Conftitution

took place; and Parliament, now difengaged from
the Body of the Nation, like the Senate of Imperial

Rome, meanly fubmitted to a dependence on that

Power, whofc incroachments it was originally formed

to prevent and controul.

To men of political fagacity, it was not difficult

to difccrn this change in our fyflem of Government.
By them its rife and progrefs were ditlindly marked,
and its pernicious confequences were fairly foretold.

But,
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But the Public, with a generous credulity, continued

to hold Parliaments in that veneration which their

former fidelity had fo well deferred . The forms of

the Conftitution, they faw, were ftill maintained;

and the parade of debate ftill gave to that obfequious

Aflembly the air and femblance of its ancient free-

dom. During the earlier part of this period, the Na-

tion was too much dazzled with the fplendour of

mihtary glory, to remark the growing Influence of

the Crown. Afterwards when the practice of cor-

ruption was avowed by the Minifter himfclf, the dif-

fatisfaftion of the Public was lulled into acquicfcence

by the flow of general wealth, and the mildnefs of

Adminiftration. The two firfl: Princes of the Hano*

verian Line hardly knew the extent of that authority

which they had fo recently obtained. Their right to

the throne was not admitted without difpute ; and

the depolition of James, which had led to their ele-

vation, was an inftructive leflbn which they could

never forget. From thefeconfiderations, and from the

natural goodnefs and moderation of thofe Princes,

they were content to exercife their authority with

caution and lenity ; never exceeding the limits of the

law, and manifefting on all occafions a refpeclful de-

ference to the fenfe of the Public. Under their ora-

cious and fortunate Adminiftration, the mifchiefs of

corruption were happily palliated ;' and hence, ra-

tional difapprobation, and the apprehenfion of evil,

yielded to the Senfe of eafe and acfual prosperity.

But thofe popular maxims of Government, were

lefs fuitable to that lituation of fuperior power, to

which their Succefi'or attained. He was born and bred

a Briton ; and He had the fortune to engage the at-

teclions of thofe men, who, in apparent contradiction

to their high monarchical principles, had long endea-

voured to dcprefs his family; but who at laft turget-

A 2 ting
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ting ihc exikd Prince^ transferred to jFi/7« all the

warmth of their zeal and attachment. He was aided

by the acccflion of thefe natural Partizans of the

Crown, and He wa? enriched by that augmentation

of patronage, which before the conciliation .of his

new friends, had been unwarily eftablifhed as a ba-

lance to their difaffection. In thefe circumftances,

inftead of the condefcenfion and cautious policy of

the preceding rtigns, Minifters were encouraged to

adopt, and enabled to realize more lofty ideas of Go-
vernment. In their conception, it ceafed to be necef-

fary to conceal from the public eye, the fu'l extent of

the influence of the Crown, and by their inftigation,

an open and unfcrupulous exercife of it was re-

folved on.

A fit opportunity for difplaying the plenitude of

J)0wer was qui».kl\ found. The popular principles,

the zeal, tlic intrepidity, perhaps the indifcretion of a

private Gentleman, had given difplealure where it

was mod dangerous to difpleafe. To gratify refcnt-

mcnt tbcrcr the Commons were folicr ed to punifh the

oficnder ; and that Affembly could (loop to opprefs

an already iiijmvd individual, and in violation of the

fiift and molt important principle of the Conftitution,

to excude hun from his lawful feat in Parliament.

Dniing the couVfe of that famous perfecution, tng-
lan , firft beheld a fpee^acle, which, if the ancient pro-

portion had been maintained in the popular reprefen-

tation, mull have been for ever unfeen ; a Houfe of
Commons dillruUcel by the Nation, and at variance

will\ it. Hence, by turns thofe petitions of the Peo-
ple to the Crown againfl the treachery of their Tru-
flees ; and to their Jruftees againll the great and in-

C'caling influence of the Crown But as the Mini-

fter of the Sovereign wifely protected his auxiliary

Commons from the indignation of their conftituents

;

hi$
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his faithful Allies have fince returned the obligation,

with all the zeal of gratitude. The ftudicd contempt
with whicii thofe complaints were treated from the
Throne, has been fully repaid m the Senate, by a

more infulting negleci of thofe Petitions, which were
acknowledged to be juft. The proofs of the abfolute

afcendant of the Crown, have thus been rendered
complete and indifpatable; the dream of the Inde-
pendence of Parliament, fo long and fo fondly be-

lieved, is now a detected illuhon ; and in confe-

quence of that difcovery, difcontents have arifen in

the Nation, which can only be fupprefled by the ut-

ter extinclion of Liberty, or satisfied by some
SUBSTANTIAL REFORMATION OF PARLIAMENT.

It would be injurious from the prefent inaclivity

ol many of our countrymen, to fuppofe they are not
attached to the caufe of Liberty, with the fame gene-
rous ardour which diiiinguiihed their anceftors.

The mafs of the People is yet untainted by corrup-
tion ; it is Hill animated with equal zeal, and enlight-

ened perhaps, with a fuperior knowledge of the true

nature and end of Government. Their integrity and
their attachment to the Confiitution may be relied

on, with equal confidence. But the fiovelty of their

prefent fituation, the difficulties and difadvantages of
their controvcrfy with the Crown, the repeated re-

jecl:ion of a National Petition by their own Reprefen-

tatives, may well produce a paufe of aftonilhment.

in this anxious interval of fufpence and gradual re-

collection, it behoves the Agents of the People tho-

roughly to explore the ground before them ; to in-

quire from what caules their firil effort has been de-

feated ; and to confider by what means the obftacles

to their final fuccefs may be beil removed, or moil
happily furmounted.

In
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Tn this early ftage of the contefl, the PeAplc feem

to have been foiled, not fo much by the flrength of

their opponents, as from their own mexperience and
difunion. 1 he alliance between the Crown and a

dependent Parliament, however unnatural it may
appear on the principles of the Conftitution, is yet

too ftrongly cemented by mutual benefits to be dif-

folved by vague and defultory efforts ; by Petitions

eagerly adopted by the Nation, but irrefolutelv fup-

ported, and at lafl abandoned with pufillanimity, on
a fecond or a third repulfe. With the People, there

is an undoubted fuperiority of numbers ; but in many
dillrids, the popular Aflemblies, partly from impro-

vidence, partly from a candid expectation of redrefs

by Parliament, neglected to make thofe necefTary ar-

rangements, without which, they could neither co-

operate with other petitioning Bodies, nor give a

continued fupport to thcr Petitions : and thus acting

without (leadinefs, without concert, and uniformity

of plan, they have been baffled by the art and ac-

tivity, the union and regularity of difcipline of the

Mercenaries of the Crown.

Tt is by the^ weight of a General AlTociation, in

fupport of fome rational and fpecific propofal of Re-
drefs, the Body of the People nuifl: regain their loll

influence ovct their Truftees. That meal'ure alone

Can cC'lletTt and cotifolidate their force, and give per-

manence and fyltematical Union to their oppofition.

Experience lias already fhown upon a more limited

fcale, that Aflbciatiou is -a pradicable meafure ; and
that it is a meafure of unquejiionable legality appears
from the fpint of our law.> ; from the cxprels right
to prefent Petitions to Parliament, which involves
the right to join in any peaceful mode for the more
effecfual fupport of thofe Petitions ; and from the ac-

quicfcence and tacit confcffion of the adverfe party

tlicmfelvcs.
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themfelves. The application of this inherent power
of the People may have been fufpended hitherto, by
the real or fuppofed fidelity of Parliament. But
when can Affociations for obtaining a jutl attention

to the complaints of the Nation be neceflary, if not,

when Parliament itfelf admits that, alarming abufes

do actually exift, and yet refufes to correA them ?

When that Aflembly, in a moment of repentance,

confefTes the over-ruling influence of the Crown, and
feems to invite the People, by a (Irenuous exertion

of their ConRitutional Powers, to remove thofe

fhackles from which it wants the virtue to difengage

itfelf.

Under fuch a perverfion of the end for which
Pariiament was inllituted, it would be llivifh timi-

dity to acquiefce and fubmit. On the other hand,
to meditate fchemes of violence and forcible refiO-

ance, would be fool-hardy raHmefs and impetuofity :

it would even be unpardonable folly not to difcou-

rage ferioufly fuch i!l-advifed attempts. But they
who are friends to the Peace and to the Liberty of
their Country, may fafely ^eer a middle courfe be-
tween thofe fatal extremes . By the timely adoption
of a leoal and conftitutional Aflociation, the Nation
may be preferved from the hazards and c;^lamities of
Civil War, and from the more lafting and intole-

rable miferies of Arbitrary Qovernment.

To perfons of a mild and cautious character of
virtue, the propriety of this mode of oppofition, may
perhaps appear in fome degree qyeftionable. They
fee, not without concern for the Conllitution, its

ftrcng and apparent tendency to deflruciion ; but
they diftruft that eagernefs of zeal, and that more
hardy difpofition to ferve the Public, which prompt
men of warmer, but perhaps lefs amiable difpoliiions,

to
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to ftand forth in the hour of danger. By the adhe-

rents of corruption thefe fufpicions are cheriflied by
every artifice of rnifitprefentation ; and if the end
propofcd by the People be jull and neceJlary, if the

ineans hitherto ein/loycd be unexception;\bly hiwful,

future defiuns are but too fuccef^fu^ly imputed to

them, which every wife and honetl man mud difap-

prove. Hence the long neutrality cf many liberal

and v.'orthy "len ! Sunk in a ftate of inefficient re-

pofe, they flumbcr in the midft of perils ; and un-

der the fpeci"us name of Moderation, cover even

from themfelve- their langour and inactivity. On
this large and impoitant clafs of men, the Rectitude

of Oppofition to a Corrupt S\flem of Government,
may fail for a time to make a f4fficient impreffion

;

but at laft dire neceffity, and the approach of una-

voidable diftrcfs, mull awake them from their dream
of fecurity.

At that moment, when the alarm of danger rouzes

even the indolent ; when men of a mild and unenter-

prizlng temper are ready to aflbciate in the common
defence j then it is devoutly to be hoped, the
Frilnds ©f THKiK Country will have adjulled

their difpuLes; and having fettled their plan of pub-
lic Reformation with pjudence, will be prepared to

fupport it with unammiiy. Then it will behove the

Opponents of the undue influence of the Crown to

uoite their legal exertions, and to pour on, in one
imbroken current, agiinft the corruptions of our
Governirient : For that moment will be decifivc of

our fate- If the Collective body be then milled or

divided in the purfuit of fcparate or impr()per ob-

jects, their pacific cffoits mult be wafted once more
in unconnected and unav*iiHng ftruL'gles. And in

^hat cafe, it is ealy to forefee, that no future attempts

to
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to reftore the Gonftitntion by legal means, can have
any rational hope or profpect of iliccefs.

Among the active Opponents of the undue Influ-

ence of the Crown, the Advocates for the Oecono-
mical Reformation alone^ compoie a numerous, and
in rank and iiofnre, the nioft dillinsruifhed ciafs. To
recommend their palliative plan^ they dilplay the

mifchiets of innovation, and tieat propolitions for

the meHoration of Parhament as fpecious, but as im-
praclicable pnjeds. In their concepti(m, the im-
provement of the popular reprefentation by any of
thofc alterations which other Reformers have pro-

pofed, is a (peculative advantage almoft impoflible to

be attained ; and a Ihorter duration of Parliament is

not only undefirablc, but pohcively evil. Inllead of

attempting to correal the internal difpolition of Par-

liament to admit temptation, they would content

themfeives with reducing that ollenlible fund of cor-

ruption, which is externally applied with fuch fatal

fuccefs. 1 his, they contend, was the object of i^efor-

mation which lately formed the true centre of union of
the En^lifh People ; in purfuit of which exhortations

to unanimity would have been altogether fuperfluous

and unnecclfuy. And they obferve, U't without a

mixture of fevcrlty, that if the Nation had not been
milled by wild and vihonary fchemes, their difcon-

tents would have been foon appeifcd by the fati->fac-

tory redrefb of thofe grievances which had been the

lubject of their unanimous complaint.

It mud be confeffed, the ground on which the

People commenced their oppolition, was chofen with
propriety. They felt the hardiliips of an expeniive

war ; they faw glaring abufes in the management ot

the public purfe ; and the requcft for the correction

of thofe abufes was founded on principles which the

Friend
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Friend to Liberty muft approve, and whicli even
the Advocate for War could not contradict. But if

that patronage which forms the vilible influence of

the Crown had been abrids»ed in the molt indefen-

fible inilances, ivil/?out a radical Reformation of Parli-

iiariienf^ the practice of Corruption would flill have

been carried on to as great an extent as ever, only

pe-haps in a more dangerous and degrading mode.
The means of feduclion are in the hands of Minifters,

to be applied at their difcretion j and felf-preferva-

tion would have taught them the proper application

of thofe means. Who can fuppofe, loans of money

would not have been contracted on terms ftill more
grofsly difadvantageous to the Nation ; and the lofs

of finecure places and unmerited penfions would not

have been compenfa ed by fhares oi beneficialfubfcrip-

tions, in an adequate proportion ? or, iif the Minilter

had chofen to v.irv his mode of gratification, what
could l;ave hindered the immediate increafe of the

Secret-Sc^rvice-Mofieyf or the augmentation of the

Royal Debts, incu red to any a'nount which might
be neceffary, and fure to be ilifcharged, without ex-

amination, by a grateful Parliament?

When a Senate, chiefly nominated by venal or de-

pendent Electors, has icceived 'he taint of co.rup-

tion, it v/ant3 that corvective piincp'e which inight

throw off" the infection, and rellore its origin.il pu-
rity—the controiil ol- honeft and uwinfluenc- d Con-
ftituents. In fuch an Aflcmbly acceptance fre-

quently repeated wears < ff the fenfations of fhainc

and remorfe ; the guilty habit of receiving gradually

creates a demand that mult be fati.^fieo , and thjs
CORRUP riON becomes at laft the .v owed p.) inc/ple

of Government In this ftagc of politic il depra. iLy,

a Parliament accuftomcd to proftitution ii a-, 'i in-

duced to embrace cue molt pernicious incalurcs ot a

bad
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bad but prodigal Adminiftratlon, with as mueh-
warmth, as it would rejeft the bell and wifeft plans

of that honeft Statefman who fhould fcorn the fup-

port of pecuniary influence. This is the confum-
mation of a corrupt fyflem of Governnient, which
evidently contains the feeds of diflblution. Ruin is

its natural tendency, and muft be its certain confe-

quence, unlefs by an amended reprcfentation in Par-

liament, the due controul of the Conllitutiou be re-

ftored to the Body of the People.

Events had almoft verified the truth of this fpecu-^

lation, when the increafing influence of the Crown
alarmed the fears and excited the oppofition of the

Country. At that moment, without previous concert

or communication, a PLAN for the better Security of
the Independence of Parliament, &c. was announced
in the Houle of Commons. The views of that Bill

were nearly coincident with thofe by which the

People meant to regulate their propofed Petition;

and it is acknowledged with due refpecl to its cele-

brated Author, that it was happily calculated to fa-

cilitate the wiflies then exprefled by the Public. It

hardly could be expected that a Senator yet un-
certain of the popular fupport, however diflinguiflied

by zeal and abilities, fhould offer a more extenlive

plan of redrefs. But when the People, diflrufting

their Reprefentatives, fought protection, againft the

over-bearing influence of the Crown, in legal Af-

Ibciation and in the Reformation of Parliament, it

was then as little to be expeded that the popular

Agents fhould flop fhort, and recommend, as the

Object of Union, that Oeconomical Syftem which is

certainly inadequate to the efforts and expe(?tations

of the CoUeftive Body. That conducT: would have
been a contradiction to the firjl intimation of their

purpofe, and to all their fubfequent proceedings;
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it would have been treachery to themfelves, and to

thofc by whom they were appointed to a<^; and it

would have forfeited their claim to any (hare of the

Public Confidence, as difmteiellcd and independent

men. Mifrepiefentation, in language alike injurious

to the Leaders of Oppofition. and to the popular

Agents, would have irrecoverably blafted the Public

Caufe, as a device cunningly contrived by dilap-

pointed Statefmen, and their factious Adherents.

And thus, in purluit of unanimity on that ground,

diftrufl and jealoufy would have been ftill more
widely fpread, and the /iffociations of the People,

in (lead of being more clofely cemented, would have

been divided and broken up by an irreparable breach.

Men converfant in the bufinefs of Parliament may
have regretted that a more cautious policy did not

reftrain the zeal of the Aflbciations to the correclioa

oi official abiifes ; and the Affociations in their tura

may have lamented that more vigorous counfels did

not determine their Parliamentary friends to adopt

thofe primary obje^s oi the popular plan, which alone

can give efficacy or liability to the Oeconomical Re-

formation. Thefe arc the unavoidable diiierences,

not the faults, of Public Men, acling with integrity,

but ivith'jut tnutualintelligence in ciicumft-mres which

are in a great meafure new to tlie nioil extcnfive ob-

fervation. But hnce late experience has hill more
clearly proved the utter d' gencracy of Parliament,

and confequently the diftruit of the People has been

increafcd and confirmed, a more effectual Reforma-

tion may now appear evidently r.cceiTary even to the

former fiiends of palliative meafures. And lince a

divided oppofition to the Crown .cannot accomplilli

a due redudion ot its alarming power j and no con-

iiderable Body of the People can ever be induced to

.unite in a (Icady defence of the common liberties.
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but on the ground cf Parliimentary Reformation ; it

iurely may be hoped from the virtue and public fpi-

rit of thofe honoured pcrfons that their Coahtion

with the People on that ground is not a diflant event.

It is not furprizing that even among the declared

friends to a Reformation of Parliament, a confidera-

ble variation of lentiment fhould be found, and dif-

ferent fyilems of conftitutional improvement fliould

appear to different minds to deferve the preference

;

for on this, or on any fubjecl, who can exped: an ex-

aft coincidence of judgment in fuch a multitude of

Independent Men I

That the reprefcntation of the People is extremely-

inadequate; that the feptennial duration of Parlia-

ment is a dangerous and unvrarrantable Innovation ;

that Corruption cannot be refti ained ; that our Li-

berties cannot be fecured but by the correction of

thofe grofs abufes ; thefe are propoiitions in which
there is a moll unanimous agreement. But whe'her

the People {houid attempt to reflore annual Parlia-

ments ; to extend the right of fuffrage univcrfally ;

and to eftablifli a peifeci equality of reprefentation ;

or, whether it does not behove them rather to con-

fine their efforts to the accompliiliment of a more li-

mited plan ; to (horten the duration of Parliaments

to a term not exceeding three years, and to reinforce

the found part of our reprefentation by the addition

of One Hundred Members to the Counties and the

Metropolis: Thefe are queftions which for fome time

were the lubjed of frequent difcuffion and much
anxious deliberation ; but not more than their im-

portance to the Public well deferved.

On behalf of the more extenfive plan, much was
urged on the true principles of Government with in-

defa-
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defatigable zeal; and the confiderations which could

be drawn from the natural rights of Men and the

ancient privileges of Englifhmen were prefented in

every lorm of argument, with equal induftry and

ability. It is indifputably true, that annual eledions

of Parliament were frc^m the earlieft times rhe prac-

tice of our forefathers : And frequency of election in

a ftate of repielentation not ejfentially defe6i'ive^ would
tend ftrongly to maintain a due connection between

the Conftituent Body and their Trurtees ; it would
diffufe a more general knnwledge of the importance

of tiiat right ; and the attachment to our happy
Conftitution would be more fmcere and general, as

its privileges were more extended and better under-

flood. That mankind are naturally equal, is alfo a

proportion which cannot be denied ; and although

wherever Society is eftablifhed, the introduction of

inequality in fome refpccls, is unavoidable, yet every

humane and equitable mind muft difapprove invi-

dious exclufions, by which that inequaUty is unnc-

cefTarily increafed. The right of fuffrage, though
not univerfally, was more extenfively enjoyed by our
anceftois before the Reign of Henry VI. than in the

fucceeding period: And if the manners ^uid preju-

dices of the prefent age could admit the rejioration

of that privilege in its tulleft extent, with an annual

choice of reprejentatives ^ the Advocates for the more
moderate plan would rejoice at the change.

7 he diverfity of fcntiment, therefore, which has

in fome meafure retarded the union of the people,

arofe, not from a difference of political principles;

for in them theic i> an entire agreement, but folely

from confiderations of a prudential nature. The
quettions in debate have been, not, whether thofe

doctrines be maintainable in argument, for it is ad-

mitted they are; but whether it be probable in the

prefent
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prefent ftate of the nation, that thofe do(5tnnes in

their full extent, are reducible to practice ? And
if it be highly improbable, that a Reformation on

that extenlive plan could be carried into execution,

whether it be not expedient that the People wave
fomewhat of their juftifiable claims, and content

themfelves with that mode of Redrefs which is lefs

complete in theory^ but which appears more t.ifily attain-

able by peaceful means, and M^hen attained, /^<//)^

adequate to the purpofe of their oppofition ?

On the one hand it was obferved, that an Army,
as dangerous to the Conftitution by the weight of in-

fluence as by its military prowefs, is now become an

eftablifhed augmentation of the Royal Power; that

an immenfe National Debt, with its concomitant

train of taxes, contiacts, fubfcriptions, creates ano-

ther abundant fource of influence unknown to our

anceflors; that a large acceflion of Patronage has ac-

crued to the Crown from the Eaft-Indian lerritories,

and the other numerous Settlements of the Britifh

Empire; that Parliament itfelf, feduced by thofe

multiplied attractions, has become but too viiibly

dependent on the Crown ; that if this great Aggregate
of Power fhould receive any material augmentation,
it would be impofli^Je by any union w hich could be

formed, to recover the balance of the Conftitution

;

and confequently, although this ought not to intimi-

date but rather to excite the People inflantiy to con-
cert the lawful means of that recovery, yet (ince the

power to be oppofe^i is truly formidable, and a de-

feat would be fatal to all fucceeding generations, that

it behoves them to proceed with caution equal to

their fortitude. It was farther obferved, that while
the adherents of corruption would alike brand with
the odious name of innovations ^ the improvements
held out by each of the popular plans, however

autho-



( I8 )

authorifed they may be by former example, or

jjilified by realoii and the necefllty of reformation,

the 7nore cxtenftvc fyjlem propoling an abolition of all

our prefent election-franchiies, and a clilbibution of

thofi- francl'.ifes anew in a different proportion,

would probabl appear inju'ious alfo to a multitude

of Electors, wlio yet wou'd zealously fapport the more

jnoderate plan f »r reft'^ring iht Conflitution; that this

total departure from the picfent ella'^lifhmcnt of the

Lower Houfe of Parliament, even where ptivatein-

terell was not ma erially affected, would alienate

many bv the m gnitude of the operati >n, and more
perhaps by its contrane'y to he nanncrs of the age.;

thar it would offend the pride of the weilthy ; excite

the fears of the .noderate ; and Jio^k *he prejudices

of men unaccuPi.)ineJ to political fpcculation; and
confequent'y t.hat to contend with the Crown on this

di'advanfigeous ground, would be t - expofe the Li-

beities of the Nation .oalmolt cer ain ruin, by ftrng-

gling to co.nmaaicate the '.lecl' ^n-n r^.nchife to per-

sons who too fc dom know the value of it, orexpreis

a wifh CO obtain it.

On the oher hand, it was ronfide;-ed that although

the more moderate pKm would en ar.-c the Houfe of
Commons, yet it w. uid leave the pitfent fabrick un-

touched ; would prefer ve the fianch ks of the whole
mafs of !'.leclor> unlijiii'iilhed ; m.' in every refpect

would be 'ei- remote f:o.n the ha oits and praclfce of
the age; that by tiie addition of at leall One Hun-
dred Members to the rep efenta ion of toe Counties

and the vletropoli^, their in'erio;ity to the Bo '>ughs

would be in a great meafare redr>2fled, and he id-

vantage of thiife E'ci^o s who conftitute the bulk of

the X.ition wr/ald be promoted wit'iout inju. y, and
with little iicnlible inconvenience to any other clafs of

CoiiiUtUciiLbj ;Iul akhou^h aruru^ Pailiaments cer-

lamly
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inly w,re not excluded by the more limited propo.
1, yet in facl Its immediate aim was the repeal of
!e bcptennial Bill

; which bein- confeiTedly rtem)rary expedient utterly repugnant to the ipiut ofc Conlhtution, however excufable from the^necef!

thief f/r'"?' T"'^ ^'""^'^^y ^' ^^°^ «!^f^i"cd
;th Jef. diihculty than annual Parliaments: and

la rftTth^
''

"^
T '""' '' ^'" ^^^^ Preparatory

nU H
^^5"'^q^Hdtion

; and confequently that
all tliefe refpccls the preference in the vie,v of iAl
liity was evidently due to the more limited plan/

n regard of eiTicacy //., more extcnfive fcheme mi^hteed claim the puority of choice, if under the pfe-
t circumrtances orthe Nation the eaabliflunent ofould be accompliOied. But what is the fuperior
:acy of an impracT:icable fyftem? The praiie and
haps^the wifn ot the rational Patriot, but not the
ot his political labours ; for they will ever be di-ed to that bed and moft beneficial plan, which inm circumftances can be attained. It is the iud
iplamtofthe Nation, that a corrupt majority of
gefles may be gained to fupport the moft perni-
s meafures againft the fenfe of the incorrupt part
he Legiflature, and the wifhes of the Public-
I this aggravation of the evil, that the poffibility
ehet by popular interference is protracted by a
:nn,al duration of Parliament. To thefe funda^
ilabufes the repeal of the Septennial Bill, and
•ddition of One Hundred Members to the Coun-
£«^c. as a balance to the Boroughs would be a

intial corrcaion. Under this amended leprefen-
1, puroed from every vifibie taint ot undue in-
ce, and fubjecT: to the more frequent controul
e Nation by elections at an interval never ex-
ag three years, the whole Svftem of Corruption
i be overturned, and the Conititution would

** acquire
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:«:quire a degree of permanent fecurity which \

never aaained in any preceding period.

Bv ronfiderations like thcfe, the People were in

duced to frame their Allbciations on this more IS ground; and, as it then feemed reafonable t

c ncUide, (o tecent expemnce has now mod man

Sy proved that, their plan was not too narrow fc

t VFevvs and expectation, of the.r Countryme

With loT.e exceptions of no great moment, the

principles have been adopted or approved by evei

5.Sted Body, and confirmed by a General Dep

Utioifrom the refpective Committees, .ihelepn^

c\2s have alfo received the declared approbation ,

Senators .n e.ch H.ufe, whofe Wifdom, IntegrU

and Pubhc Spirit, are at once the honour and T

proach ot thofe AlTembhes.

A Bill on« the more enlarged plan vyas indeed ofFei
|

to the Lords by a Nobleman ot the firft rank a

rc-DUtition^; and the motion was lecorded on tt,,

[cmrnal as a folemn recognition of thole prmcip

But no AfTociation has been formed on that grou

b'cuife in the popular apprehenlion even t^

^Vighiy reauiimendation could not compeafae

Treat and pc. haps infurmountable difficulties oi

meafurc. i^ut when the People had thus decili

p-iven their preference to the more limited plan,t

Is oble Advocate, tar from prethng ihcm wi^h

pertinacity of difputation to reconTidcr and ac

his favoured fyllem, generoufly laboured m cor

^vith an lUuftrious Friend i to accomphih a gei

Coalition on the ground of their AflKiation.

Nvas the wifdom of judicious Statcfmeii-this wat

• His Grace the Duke bf Richmond, f The Right Hono

tl:€ Earl <if Slitlburne.

m:
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);i unanimity of true Patriots. Thrir vhtuoii?,

umgh hitherto unavailing, eflbrts will be remem-
sred with lading gratitude and veneration ; and in

leir zealous aHiliance on every future emergency, the

uft and confidence of the Nation v/ill be lepoied.

The Committee of AfTociati n for the County of
oik have once more prcfumed thus freely to coai-

lunicate to their Fellow Electors their fentiments on
'e decline of the Conflitution and the means of its Re/h-
Ifion. Fiom this fuivey of the various plans of
eformation which have been offered to the People,

leir choice feems wi(dy to ha^e been fixed on that

ftem in which ffficacy and pradicuhility are moll ad-

mtageoufly combined ; and m the judgment of this

ornmittee, if that SUBSTANTIAL hLDKl>S
.nnot be obtained, the formalities of an Upper and
Lower AfTembly m^y flill be continued, but the

tberty of Britain mull loon be no more. When
e Nation has loll the ordinary controul of the Con-
Lution over the Repreientative Body ; wJ.en not-

ithftanding their repeated complaints, alarniing

)ufe3 are proteclcil and increafcd, and lueafiire.s de-

:u6tive to the coTr.mon weal are fuppi)rted and
ifhed on by that Affcmbly, the netefficy iov fome po-

tlar interference in a kfs ordinary way , becomes ap-

irent and incontellible. To reftify a difordered

sgiflature mull indeed be a work of the greatcll toil

id difficulty ; but there is yet in the Independent
irt of the Community a fund of vigour adequate to

etafk; and the ancient fpivit of the Conflitution

11 affords unexhaufted refources to the People, for

awful, orderly and effectual interpoiition. Peace-

.1 AfTociation is the lawful mode adopted by this

ommittee, in concert with many of their country-

en ; and by a fteady profecution of the more mode-

\le plan for the Reformation of Parliament in this viode^

they



( " )

tliey flin truft the Conftitucnt Body may regain \t%

afcendant over the Rcprefentative Affembly, Imp,

therefore, from wifhing to promote confufion, or to

prompt their fellow citizens to deeds of violence and

defperation ; they exhort them with conlcientious

fincerity to confine their efforts within the bounds of

legality. But wichin thofc limits they exhort tlieni

wi:h equal earneftnefs, refolutely to oppofc that

v'^yftcm of Corruption which is aliiie the bane of Na-

tional Morality, and the ruin of Public Liberty.

With thefe views the Committee of Yorkfhire firft

embarked iri this caufe ; in ftricl conformity with

them they hive htherto proceeded, and aie dctir-

mined to regulate their whole political deportment,

Tbey have been ?t!£naced by High Authority ; they bav0

been defamed by Reverend Calumny y but confcious of

the purity of their intentions, certain of the legality

of their conducl, they chearfully commit their repu-*

tation to the juftice of their countrymen, and their.

PERSONAL SAFETY TO THE PROTECTION OF THOSE
LAWS WHICH CANNOT BE INFRINGED, WITHOUT
A DIRECT ASSUMPTION OF DESPO TIC POWJlR.

THE E N D.



APPENDIX,
RESOLUTIONS

OF THE
COMMITTEE of ASSOCIATION

TOR THE
COUNTY OF YORK,

At their Meeting held on the 1 7Eh Day of October, 1781.

rORK TAVERN, OCt. 17, 1781.

PRESENT,
At a Meeting of the Committee of ^Jfociation,

Rev. Mr. Wyvill, Chairman
The Earl of Etliiigharn

The Dean of York
Mr Chaloner

Kev. Mr. Ma Ton

Sir George Strickland

Mr. Morrirt

Mr. H. Duncombe
General Hale

Sir R. D. Hildyard

Sir James NordifFe

Mr. Strickland of VVelbnrn

Mr. Strickland of Beverley

Mr. Tooker
Mr. Grimfton

Mr. Sliore

Mr. Sykes

Mr. Withers
j\tr. Cradock
Rev Mr. Robinfon

Mr. Walker
Mr. Walker, jun.

Mr. Pool

Mr. Dring
Mr. Crofr, jnn.

Rev. Mr. Dade
Mr. Foljambe

Rev. Ml . Bourne
Mr. P. Milnes

Rev. Mr. Cayley
Mr. Yorke
Mr. Dixon

Mr. St. Qiiintin

Dr. Swainlton

Mr. F. Smyth
Mr. James Milnes, jun.

Mr. R. S. Milnes

Lieut. Col. Thornton
Kev. Mr. Dixon
Rev. Mr. Yarker
Mr. Baynes, jun»

Mr. Booth

Mr. Ravvfon

Mr. Matthews
Mr. Athorpe

Rev. Mr. Wilkinfoa

Mr. Turner
Rev. Mr. Comber
ivlr. Stovin

Kev. rv':. Lawfon
Mr Hill

Sir Willijm Milner

Mr. Lioyd

Mr. Daw fon

Ml Duncombe
Mr. Hayes
Mr. Courtney

Mr. Arthingion

Mr. Maude
Mr Dalton
Mr Croft

Rev. Mr. Shuttlewortb,

(tkSlsd this Day.)



( 24 )

RrsoLVEn, That the following Members be added to

this Committee :

William Bagfliaw, Efq; of Coates Hall

Rev Richard bhuttleworth, of Kirkleatham

Jonathan Walker, Efq; of M:ifbrough

William W arner, Elq; of Fofloii

JHenry Lcgard, Efq; ofBeverlpy.

Whereas it has been reprefented to this Committee, that-

the condutft of the Clergy who are Members of this AlTocia-

ti on, liarh been cenfured from High Authority ; and that

they have been given to underdand that their late efforts
in fupport of the Liberty and Conftitution of this country

were joreign to the funCi'ion of a Clergyman, and not the

road to preferment,

Resolved, 1 hat a Proteftant by enteiing into Holy
Orders does not abandon his civil rights.

Resolved, That the Thanks of this Committee be given

to thofe Reverend Gentlemen who, thus preferring the

public good to their own private emoluments, have frood

forth the firm friends to the true interells of their country.

Read the paper intitled, " A Second Addrefs from the

C.inmittee of AfTuciatiou for the County of York, to the

Eledt.irs of the Counties, Cities, and Boroughs, within the

Kingdom of Great Britain."

X^X This Addrefs is contained in the foregoing pagej^

Resolved, That the Add'"efs now read be adopted as the

aft of thi> alTembly, and tliat the Chairman be lequeiled to

publifli the fame in the manner he fliall judge moll poper.

Resolved, • That this Committee do adjourn to the

Thu fclav in Eafter week next, fnbjr-d w an earlier call by
thr Suh-Committee, or of the Chairman at the requcft ot

any five members.

C. W Y V I L L, Chairman.
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FORM of the PETITION
AGREED TO AT THE

MEETING of the COUNTY of YORK,

Held the 30th of December, 1779,

And fhortly afterwards prefented to Parliament.

Ho the Honourable the Commons of Great Britain
in Parliametit ajfembled:

T'Z'j? Petition of the Gentlemen, Clergy, and Free.

HOLDERS of the County of York,

Shewethf

THAT this Nation hath been engaged for feveral years
in a moft expenfive and unfortunate war ; that many

of our valuable Colonies, having a<5tually declared tfiemfelves

independent, have formed a flrift confederacy with Fra7ice
2V\A Spain, the dangeri^us and inveterate enemies of Gr^^f-
Britain ; that the cunfequence of thefe combined misfortunes

hath been a large addition to the National Debt; a heavy
accumulation of taxes ; a rapid decline of the trade, manu-
fadlures, and land-rents of the Kingdom.

Alarmed at the diminiflied refources and growing bur-

thens of this Country, and convinced that rigid frugality is

now indifpenfabiy necelTai-y in every department of the State,

your Petitioners obfervc with grief, that, notwithftanding

the calamitous and impoveriflied condiiion of the Nation,

much Pubhc Money has been improvidently fquandered,

and that many Individuals enjoy linecure places, efficient

places with exorbitant emoluments, and penfions unmerited
by public fei vice, to a large and flill increafing amount

;

•whence the Crown has acquired a great and unconftitutional

Influence, which, if not check'd, may foon prove fatal to the

J/iberties of this Country.

Your
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Your Petitioners conceiving that the Irue end of every le-

gitimate GovernmeTU is not the emolument of any Indivi-

DtXAL, but the welfare of the Community; and confulering

that, by the Conftitution of this Realm, the National Purfe

is iotiuRed in a peculiar manner to the cuflody of this Ho-
nourable Houfe, beg leave farther to reprefent, that until

efFedual meafu' es be taken to redrefs the oppreflive griev-

ances herein ftated, the grant of any additional fum of Public

Money, beyond the produce of the prefejit taxes, will be

injurious to the Rights and Property of the People, and de-

rogatory from the Honour and Dignity of Parliament.

YourPetitioners therefore appealing to the juftice of this

Honourable Houfe, do mod earneftly requefl: that, before

ai:y new burthens are Lad upon this Country, efFedual mea*

fares may be taken by this Houfe, to inquire into and corredl

the grofs abufes in the exj)enditure of Public Money ; to re-

duce all exorbitant emoluments ; to refcind and aboli(h all

finecure places and unmerited penfions ; and to appropriate

the produce to the neceirities oi the State, in fuch manner as

to the vvifdom of Parliament fliall feem meet.

And your Petitioners fliall ever pray, &c.

FORM
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FORM of ASSOCIATION
AGREED TO AT

the GENERAL MEETING
e F THE

C. O V "^ t Y of r O R K.

Held the 28th of March, 1780.

WHEREAS during the prefent expenfive and unfortu-

nate war, the trade, inanufaftures, and land-rents of

this Kingdom have been greatly diminilhed ; the Public Bur-
dens grievoufly augmented by the annual iuipofition of new
and additional taxes ; the National Debt enormoufly in-

creafed ; and the undue influence of the Crown extended to

an alarming degree by thcfe very circumdances which threaten

the utter iinpoverifhment of this Country : And whereas, in

thefe times of National Difficulty and Diltrcfs, a juft: redrefs

of grievances can only be expecTied from a free and uncor-

rapied Parliament ; and meal'ures tending, in a legal and
peaceful way, to rellore the Freedom of Parliament, cannot

effedually be fupported but by a general union of Indepen-

dent Men throughout the Kingdom,

WE whofe names are under- written, confidering an Oeco-
nomical Reformation in the expenditure of Public Money,
to be a moil effential and neceflary meafure furreftoriug the

l:*reedom of Parliament

;

And confidering alfo, that the reprefentation of the People
in Parliament is become extremely unequal, infomuch that a
great majority of Members is returned by decayed and indi-

gent Boroughs, which are either at the command of the

Crown, and a few great Fa^iiilies, or elfe open to general

venality
;
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venality , whence fupport in Pa^-liament maj' be obtained for

the meafures of any Adininillratiun, however ruinoiu they

may be to the great landed and commercial interells of this

Kin'^dopi, contrary to the true intent and ufe of the inftitu-

tion of Parliaments ; which unequitable diflribution of the

light to elect Reprefentatives in Parliament is now a princi-

pal caufe of our numerous Public Evils, to which no radi-

cal cure is likely tp be applied, tiU a more adequate Repre-

fentation of the People hath been eftablilhed by law.

And confidcring further, that when the fund of corrup-

tion hath been in fume competent degree reduced, and a

more equal reprefentation of the People obtained, more fre-

quent eleclions might be reftc red, not only to the great con-

tent of the People, but with ccrtam advantage to the Ho-

nour and Integrity of Parliament itfelf, withcui the mifchiev,

ous confequence of expofing Independent Gentlemen to vex.

atious contelts with the Dependents ot awy Admiiiillration.

We do declare our Aflent to

1. The Oeconomical Refonn requefted by the Petitions of

the People ; that plan of ftricl and rigid frugality now indif-

penfablv ncceffary in every department of the State ; that

mofi important regulation for reducing the unconltiiutional

IntiueiKC of the Crown.

1. The propofition for obtaining a more equal reprefenta.

tion in Parliament, by the addition of at lea(i One Hundred

Knigiits, to be chufen in a due proportion by the feveral

Counties of the Kingd-jm of Great lii itain.

-3. The proportion for Members of the Houfe of Com-

mons to be elected to ferve in Parhament lor a tcim not ex»

ceeding three yeai s.

And in order more effeclual'y to promote this laudable

plan of public Rcfoiniation, by our joint afiiftarce in a paciric

way, we do alTociate for that exprefs pu pufe, and we do

teltily the fame by cur fignatures refjoectively. And we do

lefolve, jointly and fcparately, to fupport ihefe neceffai y w-
eulations to the utmolt of our power, by every mcafurc that

may be perfectly agreeable to Law and the Conllitution.

More
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More particularly we do refolve, and do inutaallu and mod
foleninly engage, that until a reafonable reform in the ex-
penditure of I'ublic Money hatli been obtained, and until

regulations for returning at leufl One Hundred additional

County Members to Parliament, and for ftiortening the du-
ration of Parliament to a term not exceeding three years,

have been ellahlilhed by Law, we will lujjport, with our
votes and intereft, no Candidate whatfuever at the next Ge-
neral Eleftion, or at any luture Election, to reprefent this

County, or any other County or Place in Parliament, from
whofe known integrity and attachment to our free Conllitu-

tion, and his aifent to thefe conlHtutional improvements, de*
clared by figning this Afl'ociation, or in fuch other mode as to

each Candidate may feem moll eligible^ we ihall not be firft

fully fatisfied that he will give his utmofl i'upport in Parlia-

ment to the following propofitions, or to fuch part of the
reform propofed thereby as Ihall aiot then be accomplilhed,

viz.

1

.

For one or more bills to coTedl profufion in the expen-
diture of Public Money ; to regulate the manner of makinjr

all Public Contiacls, and the m-de of keeping and paffing

Public Accounts ; to reduce exorbitant emoluments of
office, and to reform the abufes of finecure places, and pen-
fions unmerited by Public Service.

2. For a bill to eftablifli greater equality in the reprefen*
tation of the People in Pariia t ent, by allowing the feverSl

Counties of the Kinp^dnm of Great-Britain to eleft, in a due
proportion, Une Hundred Knights at lead in addition to the
prelent number.

3. For a bill to Shorten the duration of Parliaments to a
term not exceeding three years.

A STATE
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A STATE of the ASSOCIATED COUNTIES, &c.

And the Ohjecfs of their refpe(5live AJfociatiofis. •

YoT kflnre.

Joinerfetpnre

Surrey. - - •

BuckinghamJhire
Devo?7fhtre. -

Middle/ex. -

City of London. -

Hertfordjhire. -

Dorfetfl/ire. - -

JVeftminJler. - -

On the three propofitions before-men-
tioned, viz. In Support of the Oeco-
nomical Petition. 2. Of a Bill for the
Addition of at leaft One Hinidrett

County Members. 3. Of a Bill for

ihortening the Duration of Parliament
to a Term not exceeding Three Years.

On the fame Propofitions.

Ditto.

Ditto.

Ditto.

Ditto.

Ditto.

Ditto. (Committee now dilTolved )

On the firji Propofition.

—

Kefolve in

Favour of the Second and Third.

On the fir/i Propofition.

—

Injirud their

Members on the Second and Third.

On the firJi and Second Propofitions,

and generally in Favour of ftortening

the Duration of Parliament.

|Cy** The under.mentioned COUNTIES, although not ac-

tually aJTociated, have adopted the follo'wing meafures in

favour of the oljeCh of the Yorkshire Association,
at their refpeClive Public Meetiiigs :

Huntingdo7ifl)ire. Resolve in favour of an equal repre-

fentation.

Ghucefterflhe. Resolve in favour of Ihort Parliaments,

and an equal reprelent.uion.

Sujfex, - . - Resolve in favour of tiie ceconomical re-

form, Ihort Parliaments, and an equal

reprefentation. Committee authonfed
to draw up a Form of Afl'ociaiion, if

judged neteOary.
^^^^^^

* Tills State is fiippofed to be exafl ; but it is poflibie that fome Oniif*

f\fiUi or uauiicatioOitt Miilitktfs auy have happ'.Deil lit it.
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Kent, - - - Resolve in favour of the three propofi-

tions of the Yorklhire AfTociatiGn.

Bedford/hire, - - Resolve in favour of the third propofi-

tion of the Yorkfhire AlTociation.

—

Committee authorifed to draw up a
Form of AlTociation, if judged necef-

fary.

Berk/hire. - - Resolve in favour of the firjl and third
proportions of York(hire, and of an
equal reprefentation,

PETITIONING BODIES
Who fefft Delegates to the General Deputation held in

London in 1780.

Counties of York, Surry, Middlefex, Sujfex, Gloiicejlerf

Hertford, Kent, Huntingdon, Dorfet, Bucks, Chejier,

Devon, EJfex, Somerfet, Hants, Northampton, Cities of

London and Weflminfter ; and the Towns of Nevjcajile,

Nottingham^ and Gloucejier.

ASSOCIATED BODIES
Who fent Delegates to the General Deputation held in

London in 1781.

Middlefex, Wejlinijijier, HertfordfJnre, DevonJJnre, Surry

^

Kent, Hu?i.tinzdonJlnre, Nottinghamjlnre, YorkJJnref Ef^
fex, and London^
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